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PART  I. 


JAMAICA. 


No.  1. 


Jaicaioa. 
NoTl. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  P.  Grant,  K.C.B., 
to  The  Earl  op  Kimberlet. 
(No,  103.) 
My  Lord,  King's  House,  August  4, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of  this 
Colony  for  the  year  1870,  together  with  my  Report  on  it. 

X  have  &c 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Sgned)    '    J.'*  P.  Grant. 

&c.      &c.      &c 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

EEPOBT  ON  THE  JAMAICA  BLUE  BOOK  FOE  1870. 

Leffislaiion. 

Tlurty-fivelaws  were  passed  during  this  year.  Of  these  the  follow- 
ing are  the  most  important : — 

Law  1  of  1870  provides  for  two  assistants  to  the  Attorney-General, 
one  for  each  of  the  two  curcuits,  who,  in  subordination  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  perform  in  eflFect  the  duties  of  public  prosecutor,  first  in 
sanctioning  the  presentment  of  public  indictments,  and  then  in  per- 
sonally conducting  the  prosecution,  at  the  circuit  courts,  of  the  persons 
80  indicted.  Felonies  and  grave  misdemeanours  are  always  the 
subjects  of  public  prosecution.  Thus,  practically,  a  public  pros- 
ecutor has  been  constituted ;  though  the  right  of  private  indictment 
remains. 

Law  2  of  1870  reduces  the  number  of  puisne  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  three  to  two ;  and  reduces  the  number  of  places  for  hold- 
ing circuit  courts  from  thirteen  to  six.  This  law  was  passed  upon  the 
resignation  of  the  office  of  chief  justice  by  Sir  Bryan  Edwards,  who 
retired  under  the  regular  system  of  superannuation  pensions  lately  in- 
troduced into  this  Colony,  and  was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  Lucie  Smith, 
C.M.G. ;  and  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  puisne  judge  by  Mr. 
Kemble,  who  retired  on  a  special  pension  equal  to  half  salary,  and 
whose  office  was  thereupon  abolished. 

By  this  reduction  a  gross  saving  of  600?.  a  year  was  effected  ;  out 
of  which  2007.  a  year  were  allotted  as  an  increase  to  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  which  thus  became  2,000/.  a  year ;  and  375/.  were 
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Jamaica,     allotted  as  travelling  expenses  for  the  jud^s  going  circuit,  who  befoie 

were  required  to  make  their  circuits  at  their  own  charge.     Thus  the 

net  saving  at  present  is  only  25/.  a  year ;  but  this  will  be  increased 
by  6001.  a  year  when  Mr.  Kemble's  pension  lapses.  This  arrange- 
ment has  placed  all  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  a  somewhat 
more  proper  footing  than  they  were  on  before. 

Law  3  of  1870  abolishes  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  and 
clerks  to  the  magistrates,  and  makes  better  provision  for  the  discharge 
of  all  executive  magisterial  duties  than  was  made  under  the  former 
system.  The  old  Statute,  23  Vic,  cap.  18,  for  providing  and  regu- 
lating the  salaries  and  fees  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  and  clerks  of 
the  magistrates,  expired  on  the  3l8t  December,  1866,  and  was  only 
continued  in  force  by  tempjorary  laws  until  all  the  arrangements  for  the 
remodelling  of  the  offices  in  question  could  be  carried  mto  effect.  By 
this  law  pensions  were  granted  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  and  magis- 
trates' clerks,  in  compensation  for  the  abolition  oi  office ;  and  the 
office  of  clerk  of  petty  sessions  has  been  created  instead.  Those 
clerks  of  the  peace  who  chose  to  accept  the  new  office  (which  involves 
the  abandonment  of  private  practice,  the  devotion  of  the  holders' 
whole  time  to  the  public  duties,  and  considerable  locomotion  in  paro- 
chial circuits)  were  appointed  thereto.  These  clerks  of  petty  sessions 
are  paid  wholly  by  salary.  The  fees  formerly  paid  to  clerks  of  the 
peace  are  by  this  law  converted  into  stamp  duties,  the  proceeds 
of  which  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Colony.  The 
fixed  allowances  of  the  clerks  or  petty  sessions,  exclusive  of 
travelling  allowances,  are  covered  or  nearly  covered  by  the  stamp 
duties. 

The  actual  net  saving  already  made  on  the  whole  scheme,  after 
deducting  from  the  gross  saving  a  sum  of  1,534Z.  for  life  pensions 
granted  to  the  former  clerks  of  the  peace  and  magistrates  clerks, 
and  the  cost  of  the  new  offices  of  two  assistants  to  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral (who  have  become  public  prosecutors),  and  of  five  circuit  court 
clerks,  which  together  may  be  taken  at  1,410/.  a  year,  was  calculated 
at  about  2,256Z.  a  year.  But  from  this  must  be  deducted  the  travel- 
ling allowances  of  the  petty  sessions  clerks,  at  present  amounting  in 
all  to  about  1,2002.  a  year. 

The  clerks  of  petty  sessions  have  the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace ;  but  being  the  officers  of  the  justices  they  do  not  sit  judicially 
at  the  trial  of  cases  in  pettv  sessions,  and  do  not  exercise  any  judicial 
power.  They  perform  all  the  other  functions  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  they  make  periodical  visits  to  certain  out-stations  in  their 
parishes  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  process.  In  short,  they  do  in  their 
own  names,  avowedly,  and  on  their  own  personal  responsibility,  with- 
out the  nominal  intervention  of  anyone  else,  all  that  the  former  clerks 
of  the  peace  used  to  do  really,  but  without  any  personal  responsibility, 
by  means  of  documents  signed  under  their  advice  by  a  justice  of  the 

!)eace.     Cases  are  tried  judicially  by  the  justices  in  petty  sessions,  as 
leretofore.     In  this  truly  judicial  duty  the  justices  act  really  on  their 
own  judgments ;  being  of  course  at  liberty  to  consult  their  officer  on 
technical  points  of  law  or  practice. 
Law  4  of  1870.    District  courts  having  been  established  all  over 
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the  Island,  this  law  was  passed  to  transfer  to  them  exclusively  the  Jaxaioa. 
concurrent  jurisdiction  heretofore  exercised  by  the  ma^trates'  courts 
on  diums  for  debt  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  and  claims  of  damage 
for  tort  not  exceeding  forty  shillings.  The  sittings  of  the  magistrates 
in  petty  sessions  were  not  very  regular,  nor  did  they  constitute  a  very 
suitable  tribunal  in  cases  of  tort,  which,  however  small  the  damage, 
frequently  involve  points  of  diflSculty,  the  correct  decision  of  which  is 
of  local  importance.  The  process  of  execution  in  the  courts  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  was  a  means  of  great  abuse,  and  a  source  of  con- 
stant complaint,  by  reason  of  the  unsatisfactory  conduct,  generally,  of 
their  officers  designated  collectors  of  petty  debts,  whose  legitimate 
emoluments  of  office  (derived  from  fees)  were  so  small  that  proper 
men  could  not  be  expected  to  accept  the  office. 

Law  7  of  1870  abolishes  the  office  of  Financial  Secretary,  and 
transfers  the  duties  of  that  office  to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  The 
finances  of  the  Colony  having  been  extricated  from  the  state  of  em* 
barrassment  in  which  they  were  involved  when  the  new  Government 
was  constituted,  and  the  reorganization  of  the  revenue  departments 
having  been  completed,  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  second  secretary 
was  no  longer  indispensable,  as  the  work  could  be  done  by  one  secre- 
tary, with  the  help  of  an  assistant  secretary.  This  law  was  accord- 
ingly passed,  causing  an  immediate  saving  of  200Z.  a  year,  and  an 
ultimate  saving  of  700Z.  a  year. 

Law  9  of  1870  extinguishes  the  Main  Road  Fund.  This  fund  was 
opened  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1868,  under  the 
Island  Act,  21  Via,  cap.  34.  When  that  Act  was  passed,  it  was  in- 
tended, apparently^  to  create  a  real  iimd  for  the  improvement  and 
repair  of  tne  main  roads  and  bridges  under  the  management  of  a 
body  styled  the  ''  Main  Road  Commissioners."  All  revenue  derived 
from  the  land  tax  under  the  8  Vic.  cap.  16,  and  from  the  redemp- 
tion thereof  under  the  provisions  of  the  21  Vic.  cap.  34;  from  all 
tolls  upon  the  roads ;  from  one-fifth  part  of  the  tax  on  horses  and 
wheels ;  and  from  all  special  grants  made  for  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  main  roads,  was  credited  to  this  fund,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Main  Road  Commissioners,  to  be  by  them  appropriated 
for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  main  roads,  and  for 
securing  a  fimd  for  the  repayment  of  any  moneys  to  be  borrowed  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  thereoa  But  in  prac- 
tice the  whole  scheme  immediately  broke  down.  The  power  to 
redeem  land  tax  was  taken  away  by  the  24  Vic,  cap.  36.  The  tolls 
were  abolished  on  the  1st  October,  1863.  The  original  revenue  of 
the  fund,  which  was  never  adequate,  came  thus  to  be  reduced  greatly 
below  the  necessary  amount  In  December,  1861,  certain  additional 
import  duties  were  imposed,  specially  in  aid  of  the  Main  Road  Fund. 
These  import  duties  yielded  about  10,000Z.  a  year.  But  they  failed 
to  make  the  fund  solvent.  Thus  for  many  years  past  the  Main  Road 
Fund,  notwithstanding  loans  raised  in  its  name  to  the  amount  of 
100,350/.  (great  part  of  which  was  expended  in  current  repairs),  had 
l)ecome  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  disbursements  chargeable  against 
it.  Consequently  when  it  came  to  an  end,  it  already  owed  32,695/. 
to  the  general   chest,  besides  the  100,350/.  of  loan  moneys  above 
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Jaxhoa.     mentioned,  for  which  the  Island  revenues  were  responsible.    Thus 

the  fund  was  a  nominal  affair,  representing  only  so  much  public  debt 

It  had  become  necessary  either  that  some  adequate  rerenue  should  be 

K)vided  to  make  the  fund  into  a  reality,  or  that  it  should  be  abolished, 
e  latter  course  being  the  simpler  was  adopted. 

The  security  of  the  moneys  raised  under  the  several  Loan  Acts 
passed  from  time  to  time  to  sustain  this  fund  is  not  affected  by  this  law, 
as  the  public  revenue  of  the  Colony  is  and  always  was  pledged  for 
payment  both  of  the  interest  and  pnncipal  of  these  loans.  The  only 
effect  of  this  abolition  has  been  to  strike  off  a  nominal  asset  of  the 
Colony,  and  a  corresponding  nominal  debt,  leaving  the  real  debt  as 
it  was. 

Law  14  of  1870  abolished  the  tax  on  breeding  stock  and  boats. 
The  first-named  tax  was  originally  imposed  in  the  year  1857,  but 
was  increased,  a  tax  on  boats  being  simultaneously  imposed  in  the 
year  1861.  The  practical  effects  of  the  abolition  of  these  taxes  are 
reported  on  under  the  head  of  Finance. 

Law  15  of  1870  abolishes  the  tonnage  dues  on  vessels  trading  to 
this  Island.  The  lighthouse  dues  of  5d.  a  ton  are  still  in  force,  and 
continue  to  be  levied  for  the  maintenance  of  two  important  light- 
houses. The  tonnage  dues  ceased  to  be  levied  on  the  olst  of  March 
of  the  year  now  under  report.  The  practical  effect  of  this  law  also  is 
noted  under  the  head  of  Finance. 

Law  20  of  1870  establishes  a  Government  Savings  Bank  on  the 
principle  of  the  Imperial  Post  OflBce  Savings  Bank.  This  bank  is 
placed  under  the  management  of  the  treasurer,  and  a  branch  bank  has 
oeen  opened  at  each  parochial  treasury,  and  at  a  few  out-stations  in 
some  of  the  larger  parishes. 

Moneys  are  received  into  and  paid  out  of  these  branch  offices, 
under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Governor  in  Privy  Council.  No 
private  depositor  can  deposit  more  than  200Z.  in  any  one  year,  nor 
more  than  400Z.  in  all.  But  this  restriction  does  not  apply  to  public 
departments  and  judicial  deposits;  nor  does  it  apply  to  certain 
charitable  associations.  Interest  is  allowed  on  deposits  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent  per  annum.  It  is  expected  that  the  difference  between 
this  rate  and  five  per  cent  (which  is  now  the  current  rate  upon  public 
loans)  will  at  least  defiray  the  expenses  of  the  new  institution.  The 
rate  of  interest  formerly  allowed  to  the  private  savings  banks 
was  six  per  cent  per  annum.  This  measure,  therefore,  promises 
to  effect  a  saving  of  at  least  one  per  cent  on  the  gross  amount 
of  savings  in  deposit,  which  amount  already  to  between  80,000£ 
and  90,000/. 

The  practical  operation  of  this  law  has  been  to  substitute,  for  the 
seven  stations  whereat  there  were  formerly  private  savings  banks, 
17  stations,  at  each  of  which  there  is  now  a  branch  of  the  Government 
Savings  Bank.  Thus  a  savings  bank  is  now  placed  within  easy  reach 
of  persons  in  all  parts  of  the  Island ;  and  all  depositors  have  the 
security  of  the  Gt)vemment  for  the  due  repayment  of  the  moneys  de- 

Eosited.     By  the  institution  of  a  Government  Savings  Bank  the  possi- 
ility  of  losses,  such  as  occurred  lately  in  the  disastrous  case  of  the 
Trelawny  Savings  Bank,  described  in  a  former  Report,  is  avoided.     A 
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great  convenience  is  afforded  by  the  Government  Savings  Bank,  by     Jamaicul 

allowing  a  depositor  at  any  one  station  to  obtain  payment  of  his  de-        

posit  at  any  other  station. 

The  Cbvemment  Savings  Bank  did  not  come  into  full  operation 
until  the  close  of  the  year  1870,  when  interest  ceased  to  be  allowed 
on  the  balances  of  the  private  savings  banks.  But  on  the  81st  De- 
cember, 1870,  transfers  to  the  value  of  8,676Z.  19«.  8d.  had  ab-eady 
taken  place  from  the  private  banks  to  the  Government  bank  ; 
and  there  were  at  that  time  469  depositors  in  all  in  the  Govern- 
ment Savings  Bank,  the  value  of  whose  deposits  amounted  to 
16,199Z.  13«.  8i. 

Law  24  of  1870  authorizes  the  Governor  in  Privy  Council  to  de- 
clare auy  ports  or  places  in  this  Island  to  be  ports  of  entry  and 
clearance.  Formerly  the  authority  granted  to  the  Governor  by  this 
law  was  vested  solely  in  the  Crown. 

Law  28  of  1870  facilitates  the  discharge  of  the  business  in  the 
circuit  courts  at  Kingston,  by  empowerinff  the  Governor  to  appoint, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  one  of  the  puisne  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  assist  the  Chief  Justice  in  disposing  of  me  business 
of  the  circuit  court  at  Kingston,  by  holding  a  separate  court,  simul- 
taneously sitting. 

Law  30  of  1870  has  been  passed  to  regulate  the  immediate  dis- 
establishment and  the  gradual  disendowment  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  this  Island,  on  the  expiry  by  ef9ux  of  time  of  the  last  of  the 
Clergy  Acts  under  which  a  temporal^  Church  establishment  had  been 
created.  It  authorizes  a  constitution  to  be  formed  for  the  future 
government  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Jamaica  on  the  voluntary 
principle ;  and  it  gives  power  to  Her  Majesty,  whenever  the  proper 
time  arrives,  to  incorporate  by  charter  the  duly  appointed  represen- 
tatives of  the  Church  communion,  after  which  incorporation  the 
Governor  will  have  the  power  to  vest  in  such  corporate  body  all 
Church  property.  This  law  was  considered  necessary,  on  the  expiry 
of  "  the  Clergy  Act,  1858,'*  to  sanction  the  new  voluntary  communion, 
to  facilitate  its  constitution,  and  tp  make  provision  for  the  continuance 
of  their  stipends  to  those  clergymen  upon  the  late  establishment  who 
shall  continue  in  the  due  discharge  of  their  ecclesiastical  duties  as 
members  of  the  voluntary  communion.  The  law  has  been  framed  on 
the  Canadian  and  Irish  precedents.  A  correspondence  relating  to 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Jamaica,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  enactment  of  this  measure,  has  passed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Law  31  of  1870.  A  law  relating  to  savings  banks.  This  was 
passed  in  order  to  give  facilities  to  depositors  desirous  of  transferring 
to  the  Glovemment  Savings  Bank  their  accounts  in  any  existing  savings 
banks,  and  to  enable  the  trustees  of  savings  banks  to  close  such 
banks. 

By  the  second  section  of  this  law  it  is  provided  that,  on  the  1st 
January,  1871,  all  interest  payable  by  the  public  on  the  cash 
balances  in  the  Treasury  at  the  credit  of  the  several  savings  banks 
under  private  management,  should  cease  to  accrue. 

Law  35  of  1870.     A  law  for  winding  up  the  Trelawny  Bank  for 
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Jaxaioa.  savings  was  passed  in  consequence  of  a  petition  adopted  at  a  public 
•"~"  meeting  of  depositors,  representing  by  far  more  thcan  a  moiety  of  the 
owners  of  the  whole  of  the  funds  for  which  the  bank  is  liable.  This 
meeting  was  specially  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  ex- 
pediency of  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  such  a  law  as  this ;  and 
at  the  meeting  a  petition  was  adopted,  incorporating  the  draft  of  a 
bill  in  no  material  respects  diflFering  from  the  law. 

Adaptations  of  three  laws  in  force  in  England  were  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  1870. 

Law  6  of  1870  protects  seamen's  clothing  and  property.  Its  pro- 
visions are  taken  from  the  Imperial  Statute  32  and  33  Vic,  cap.  57. 

Law  8  of  J  870  amends  the  law  relating  to  promissory  oaths,  by 
assimilating  such  oaths  to  those  now  taken  m  England. 

Law  16  of  1870,  commonly  called  the  Habitiml  Criminals  Law  of 
1870,  consists  mainly  of  selections  from  the  Imperial  Statute  32  and 
33  Vic,  cap.  99,  on  the  same  subject.  This  law,  like  the  English 
law  from  which  it  is  taken,  may  be  improved  after  experience  of  its 
working  has  been  obtained.  I  expect  beneficial  results  from  its 
enactment,  after  it  has  been  some  little  time  in  operation ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  still  more  beneficial  results  would  be  obtained,  by  car- 
rying still  further  the  principle  of  exceptional  legislation  for  this 
peculiar  class  of  criminals. 

Finanoe. 

The  present  Report  embraces  the  financial  year  1869-70,  ending" 
with  the  30th  of  September.  This  is  the  fourth  financial  year  since 
the  establishment  of  the  new  Constitution. 

In  my  last  years'  Report  I  was  able  to  announce  that  (allowance 
being  made  for  the  large  amount  of  taxes  abolished)  the  revenue 
would  be  found  to  have  materially  improved,  even  beyond  the  large 
revenue  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  I  stated  that  it  was  expected 
that  a  surplus  of  not  less  than  25,000Z.  or  30,000Z.  would  be  shown  by 
the  accounts  when  closed.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  expectation  has 
been  much  more  than  realized.  Th'e  surplus  of  revenue  over  expen- 
diture in  this  year,  1869-70  (apart  from  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  immigration  seirvices,  and  after  deductinnr  from  it  4,930i.  paid  to 
sinking  mnds  for  the  eventual  redemption  of  debt ;  and  a  further  sum 
of  950Z.  paid  from  revenue  within  the  year  in  actual  extinction  of 
debt),  as  shown  by  the  books,  amounted  to  39,938?.  To  this  sum 
should  properly  be  added  an  amount  of  683Z.,  which  had  been  drawn 
in  the  June  and  September  quarters  of  the  past  year,  but  had  not 
been  accounted  for  before  the  closing  of  the  transactions  of  the  year. 
This  sura  was,  however,  included  in  my  Report  as  part  of  the  pajnnents 
in  1868-69,  and  therefore  should  not  be  viewed  in  this  Report  as 
forming  part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1869-70.  The  surplus  of 
this  latter  year  may  therefore  be  increased  by  this  amount,  showing  a 
true  total  of  40,621/. 

In  the  estimates  of  the  now  current  year  1870-71,  this  surplus  has 
been  appropriated  in  the  following  manner : — Special  services  on 
roads,  bridges,  and  works,  22,508i,  and  for  the   census,  6,000i, 
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.eaying  still  available  12,1 132.,  from  which  will  be  paid  debentures     Jamaica. 

falling  due  within  the  year,  amounting  to  5,4507.  

No  new  taxation  was  imposed  in  the  year  under  review.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  course  of  this  year  me  Colony  was  relieved  of 
taxation  to  an  extent  which,  according  to  the  yield  of  1868-69, 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  at  the  rate  of  41,0007.  a  year.  Of 
this  amount  of  relief,  not  less  than  21,4107.  was  operative  in  the  year 
now  under  report.  The  following  are  the  items  of  taxation,  with  the 
yield  of  each  item  in  1868-69,  which  were  abandoned  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1869-70:— 

£ 

Additional  import  duly 18,427 

Tonnage  dues  (exclnsive  of  light  dues)  -    -     14, 136 

Tax  on  breeding  stock,  &c.        -        -        -        -      8,848 

£41,411 

The  additional  import  duty  was  a  new  tax  of  one-tenth  additional 
to  the  old  import  duties,  imposed  as  a  temporary  measure  in  the  year 
1867-68,  to  meet  a  remainder  of  financial  difficulty  which  was  then 
still  oppressing  the  Colony ;  on  the  expiry  of  the  term  for  which  the 
tax  was  imposed,  all  financial  difiScuities  having  been  meanwhile 
overcome,  the  additional  duty  was  not  renewed.  The  other  two 
taxes  removed  were  permanent  imposts  originating  under  the  old 
constitution. 

The  unpopularity  of  recognized  fiscal  principles  here,  makes  any 
reduction  of  taxes  anything  but  a  pleasant  duty.  Nevertheless  1 
have  received  no  complaints  in  consequence  of  the  expiry  of  the 
additional  import  duty.  But  this  has  not  been  the  case  with  the 
tonnage  duty,  than  which  a  more  unsound  and  impolitic,  and  indeed  a 
more  unjust  tax,  is  not  easily  conceivable.  Being  paid  into  the  Treasury 
from  the  hands  of  the  shipowner  or  his  agent,  many  colonists  imagine 
that  by  this  method,  in  some  magical  manner,  foreigners  are  made  to 
pay  their  taxes  for  them,  presuming,  apparently,  that  the  shipowner 
forgets  to  recover  the  charge  by  increased  freightage.  The  tax  was 
not  a  trifling  impost,  being  equal  to  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  immigra- 
tion export  duty,  a  duty  which,  though  in  a  manner  self-imposed,  is 
not  untelt  It  was  in  efiect  a  merely  nominal  duty  on  valuable 
imports,  such  as  silks  and  satins ;  but  a  heavy  impost  upon  bulky 
exports,  such  as  logwood,  and  a  substantial  impost  upon  such  an 
article  as  sugar.  I  must  confess,  however,  that  the  abolition  of 
tonna^  dues  is  an  unpopular  measure.  I  have  received,  indeed, 
formsJ  complaints  from  the  owners  of  coasting  craft,  who  benefit  by 
the  abolition,  as  all  other  ownei's  of  vessels  do,  on  the  ground  that 
now  that  vessels  from  England  can  visit  every  port  in  the  Island,  if 
they  please,  untaxed,  the  owners  of  the  small  coasting  vessels  are 
deprived  of  their  time-honoured  monopoly  of  the  Island  port  to  port 
trade.  The  grievance,  I  am  afraid,  is  imaginary  ;  for  a  little  whole- 
some competition  of  interlopers  in  this  business  would  do  much  ^ood. 
The  tax  on  breeding  stock  was  unjust,  as  being  imposed  exclusively 
on  one  particular  class  of  agriculturists,  which  class  pays  also  on  their 
land  just  as  all  other  classes  do ;  and  it  was  impolitic,  as  dis(X)uraging 
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Jamaica.  ^^  breedinff  of  horses,  cattle,  asses,  mules,  and  sheep,  than  which  a 
more  generally  useful  emplojrment  of  capital  can  hardly  be  imagined. 
But  with  those  who  did  not  pay  the  tax,  its  abolition  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  popular.  I  remember  reading  an  attack  on  the  measure 
in  one  of  the  puolic  prints,  and  if  there  was  a  defence,  it  escaped  my 
eye. 

I  believe,  however,  that  I  may  safely  prophesy  that,  whenever  it 
shall  become  necessary  to  raise  a  new  tax,  resort  will  not  be  had  to 
either  of  these  last- mentioned  sources. 

The  healthy  condition  of  the  finances,  as  shown  above,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  revival  of  trade  noticed  in  my  former  Report,  to  the 
general  advancement  in  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  and  to  the  con- 
tinuing improvement  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

The  following  are  the  figures  in  the  books  which  give  the  actual 
results  of  the  financial  year  1869-70  : — 

£ 
General  revenue         -        -        -    414,418 
Expenditure         -        .        -    -    874,480 


Surplus        -        -   £39,938 

To  which  must  be  added  the  sum  of  688Z.  mentioned  above,  giving 
a  real  surplus  of  40,621Z. 

The  Immigration    Fund  Account  is   not  included  in  the  above 
figures.     Its  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

£ 

Revenue 26,106 

Expenditure 86,016 

The  difference  between  the  immigration  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  year,  viz.  9,911/.,  was  defrayed  from  the  moneys  standing  in  the 
treasurer's  books  to  the  credit  of  the  Immigration  Fund  Account. 
The  balance  in  favour  of  the  fund  on  the  30th  September,  1869,  was 
12,163?.  IDs.  2d,y  and  the  balance  left  to  the  o-edit  of  die  fund  on 
the  30th  September,  1870,  was  2,252Z.  158,  Id. 

This  fund,  which  was  constituted  by  law  in  its  present  form  in  the 
year  1862,  is  replenished,  whenever  necessary,  by  loans  specially 
raised,  as  may  become  requisite  from  time  to  time  ;  the  amount  of  its 
debt  being,  on  the  other  hand,  in  constant  process  of  reduction,  by 
annual  or  other  periodical  payments  charged  to  the  annual  immigra- 
tion revenue  from  exports  and  head  money.  These  loans  are  by  law 
so  arranged,  that  every  loan  must  be  wholly  paid  off  from  revenue  in- 
the  course  of  fifteen  years.  The  principle  is,  that  as  the  services  of 
the  immigrants  imported  in  any  year  are  usefbl  for  a  series  of  years, 
the  cost  of  their  importation  should  be  spread  over  a  series  of  year?. 
The  number  of  immigrants  imported,  and  consequently  the  expenses 
in  any  year,  depend  entirely  on  the  number  of  immigrants  indented 
for  by  planters.  Consequently  the  charges  sometimes  exceed  and 
sometimes  fall  short  of  the  year's  revenue. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  receipts  of  the 
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year  1869-70,  both  of  revenue  and  of  other  moneys,  as  compared      J-^maica. 
with  those  of  the  year  immediately  preceding : — 


CoifPABATiTB  Statement  of  Reoeifts  fob  the  Year  1869-70  and  1868-69. 

1 

1869-70.- 

1868-«9. 

More. 

Lesi. 

Import  Duty  (old)    - 

£          s.      d.\       £          i.      d. 
192,187  19  llj  184,632  14    7 

£       t. 
8,355    5 

4i 

£        «.     d. 

tkmal)"    -^    -   -i     »'««" 

*i 

18,465  10    0 

— 

♦9,018  15    71 

Tonnage  Dues  -        -  ] 
£xcise — ^BmnDnty  -  j 
„     Spirit  Licences 
Trade  Licences— Old 
New 
Stamps          -        -    - 

10,447  10    6 
78,263  11    6 
13,567  10    0 
466    2    6 
7,132    0    0 
11,482    3  lOi 

17,166    2    7 
74,178    4    6 
11,587  10    0 
471  16    0 
6,922    8  10 
12,365    2    4} 

4,085    7 
2,030    0 

209  16 

0 
0 

2 

t6,718  12    1 

5  13    6 

882  18    6 

Land    Tax  — Old— \      7040,0 
Roads    -        -        -/      ^»^^  ^^ 

8 

8,516    4    2i 

— 

1,267  11    6f 

Land  Tax— PropertY\ 
Tax— New        -   -f 

Poor     Kate  —  House! 
Tax       -        -        -/ 

4,319    7 
17,228  16 

5* 
4 

4,566    7    5i 
16,491    2  lOi 

931  13 

5J 

247    0    0 

HorBe  and  Wheel  Taxi 
—Beads    -        -    -/ 
Tax  on  Stock    - 
Dog  Tax— New    -   - 
PostOfSce 
MlseeUaneons       -    - 

20,939  13    2 

3,203    9  11 
136  14    0 
13,067  16    9 
24,379  17    01 

21,571    8  10 

8,848    2  10} 
193  12    0 
12,739    2    9 
16,155    8  10 

828l!4 
8,124    8 

0 
2i 

631  15    8 

t5,644  12  111 
56  18    0 

Total  Revenne  - 

414,418    0 

01 

414,826  13    8f 

— 

408  13    81 

Becjbipts  ok  Accottut 
OP       Immigbation 

FUIJDS. 

Export  Duty '  - 
Capitation  Tax,  &o.  - 

22,556  18 
3,547  19 

7 
6 

23,773    9    5 
3,839  10    4 

— 

1,216  10  10  j 
291  10  10  . 

Keceipts  ok   Debt 

A0CX)UKT. 

Excess  of  Deposits  in 
Treasury  over  with- 
drawals    -        .    - 

8,236    7 

5 

33,457  15  10 

— 

25,221    8    5 

Grand  Total  Receipts 

448,769    5 

61475,897    9    3|.          — 

27,138    3    91 

•  Oeased  from  April  1, 1870. 
Abolished  from  AprU  1, 1870,  with  the  ezoeptlon  of  Ugfathoiue  Does. 
Abolbhed  from  August  1, 1870. 


I 


From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  a  loss  of 
21,382Z.  Os.  8d.j  attributable  to  taxes  which  ceased,  or  were  abolished, 
within  the  year,  the  general  revenue  of  1869-70,  on  the  whole,  fell 
short  of  the  general  revenue  of  1868-69,  only  by  408?.  I85.  S^d. 

The  principal  sources  of  increased  revenue  will  be  found  in  import 
duties,  excise,  and  miscellaneous.  Under  this  last  head  are  included 
prison  sales  and  other  disbursements  in  aid,  fees  of  district  and 
petty  session  courts,  and  the  proceeds  of  fines,  forfeited  recognizances, 
&c.,  &c.  In  the  main  this  item  represents,  virtually,  deductions  from 
charges. 

The  current  expenditure  in  the  year  amounted  to  368,600/.,  as 
against  333,517  in  the  year  1868-69.  Below  is  a  Table  showing 
the  Treasury  disbursements  of  the  year  under  report,  both  on  account 
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Jamaica,     of  current  expenditure,  and  on  all  other  accounts,  contrasted  with 
those  of  the  preceding  year. 

CJOMPABATITE  STATEMENT  OP  DWBUR8KMENT8  FOB  THE  TeABS  1869-70,  1868-6D. 


Civil-       - 

Judicial        -        -        - 
„       District  Courts 
Rcvenae        -        -        - 
Botanic  Gardens,  &c  • 
Poet  Office    - 
Ecclesiastical     - 
Medical        -        -        - 
Constabulary 
Prisons-        -        -        - 
Education  -        -        - 
Miscellaneous 
Military     -        -        - 
Roads   -        -        -        - 
Buildings  and  Works 
Pensions        -        -        - 
Lighthouses 
Harbour  Masters  - 
Parochial  Ezpendituro 
Interest  on  Debt    - 


1869-70. 


£ 

20,912 

15.640 

11,457 

32.616 

1,542 

13.353 

21,774 

18.313 

40.586 

22.450 

9.190 

5.413 

3.651 

44.731 

22,680 

11.128 

1,201 

108 

27.520 

44.336 


£ 

20,024 

15.332 

10.118 

80.394 

1.233 

10.782 

25.527 

16,931 

38,921 

20,624 

6.244 

4,480 

1.621 

35,419 

9,053 

8.684 

1,288 

142 

26,575 

50.125 


More 


888  I       — 


308 
1.339 
2,221 

309 
2,571 

1.382 
1.665 
1,826 
2,946 
938 
2.030 
9.312 
13.627 
2,444 


945 


3,753 


87 
34 


5.789 


Total  current  Expenditure - 

Sinking  Funds      ----- 

Redemption  of  Debt  from  Revenue    - 

Total  Disbursements,  exclusive  of  ohargesli 
on  Immigration  Fund  Account  -        -    -/ 
Charges  on  Immigration  Fund  Account     -       36,026 

Grand  Total  Disbursements 


355,247 
32,447 


19,233 
3.569  I   — 


410.496  387.694  22,802    — 


I 


The  increase  of  expenditure  is  principally  in  the  items  of  buildings 
and  works,  roads,  education,  post-ofiBce,  pensions,  revenue  chaises, 
and  militaiy.  Tlie  three  first  of  these  items  and  the  item  of  pensions 
will  be  noticed  in  other  parts  of  this  Report  The  increase  in  the 
Post-oflSce  Department  is  mainly  owing  to  the  non-payment  until 
1869-70  of  a  portion  of  the  amount  due  to  the  Imperial  Government 
on  account  of  ocean  postage,  in  the  preceding  year,  and  is  therefore 
mainly  nominal.  There  was  consequently  a  trifling  excess  of  charges 
over  receipts  in  this  Department  The  increase  in  the  revenue 
charges  is  due  to  the  appointment  of  a  supervisor  of  excise,  with  a 
special  view  to  the  excise  branch,  who,  however,  is  most  usefully 
employed  also  in  other  branches,  and  to  the  organization,  in  the  early 
part  of  1869,  of  the  office  of  the  new  functionary  designated  the 
Collector-General,  who  presides  over  every  branch  of  the  revenue. 
The  increase  under  the  head  of  Military  is  owing  to  the  grant  this 
year  of  an  allowance  of  so  much  a  head  to  all  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  in  compensation  for  customs  duties  formerly 
refunded  to  the  canteens,  which  formerly  did  not  appear  as  a  charge 
at  all.  This,  therefore,  is  a  nominal  increase.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  charges  of  the  district  courts,  caused  by  the  oi)eration  for  the 
whole   year  of  the   three  additional   district  courts  constituted    in 
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1869,  and  by  the  appointment  of  a  district  court  judge  specially  for  Jamaica 
the  Kingston  Court,  which  bad  been  before  served  by  Mr.  Cargill, 
one  of  me  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  There  was  an  increase  of 
medical  charges,  consequent  on  the  extended  organization  of  the  new 
medical  service,  and  the  establishment  of  the  new  Lepers'  Home,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Quarantine  has 
been  much  less  than  it  was  in  1869.  The  Constabulary  Department 
having  been  in  operation  for  the  whole  year,  its  substitution  for  the 
old  police  having  been  completed  in  1869,  has  caused  an  increased 
expenditure  under  this  head.  Of  the  increase  shown  under  the  head 
of  Prisons,  500Z.  is  attributable  to  a  greater  expenditure  on  the 
Government  Reformatory  at  Stony  EuU,  and  the  remainder  is 
accounted  for  by  an  increased  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement 
On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  of  expendi- 
ture under  the  head  of  Eccleaastical,  owing  to  casual  vacancies  in  the 
Establishment,  which  have  not  been  filled  up  by  reason  of  the  dis- 
estabUshment  and  eventual  disendowment  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  Jamaica.  And  there  has  been  a  most  satisfactory  decrease  under 
the  head  of  Interest  on  Debt  (5,789Z.),  in  consequence  of  the  relief 
afibrded  in  respect  of  the  guaranteed  loan,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Acts  recently  passed  for  applying  the  existing  sinking  funds  to 
the  extinction  of  part  of  the  debt,  and  for  extending  the  period  for  the 
redemption  of  the  remainder. 

Pensions. 

Pensions  to  the  amount  of  325?.  a  year  were  granted  to  clergymen 
retiring  from  the  Establishment,  whose  places  have  not  been  filled 
up ;  and  special  compensation  in  the  form  of  pensions  to  the  extent 
of  2,364Z.  4s.  a  year  was  granted  to  other  officers  who  had  lost  their 
offices  in  consequence  of  economical  reforms  introduced  into  their 
departments. 

Under  the  general  superannuation  system  introduced,  pensions 
were  granted  in  regular  course  amounting  to  1,317Z.  13s.,  and  the 
pension  list  has  been  relieved  to  the  amount  of  8427.  ISs.  id.  by 
deaths  and  re-employment  of  pensioners  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
The  increased  annual  charge  on  the  pension  list  is  at  the  rate  of 
3,163/.  18a.  8d. 

Debt. 

As  in  the  year  before,  so  in  year  1869-70,  no  loan  for  which  the 
general  revenues  of  the  Colony  are  responsible  was  raised,  in 
addition  to  the  previously  existing  debt.  But  further  instalments, 
amounting  in  all  to  11,0007.  of  the  Kingston  Market  Loan  under 
Law  7  of  1869,  were  taken  up,  the  debentures  (carrying  six  per  cent, 
interest)  selling  at  favourable  premiums,  as  high  in  one  case  as  seven 
percent 

Under  the  arrangements  authorized  by  the  Imperial  Statute  82 
and  33  Victoria,  chapter  69,  and  the  Local  Law  39  of  1869  (which 
was  explained  in  my  last  year's  Report),  the  guaranteed  debt  of 
600,000/.  has  been  reduced  by  the  considerable  sum  of  227,800?., 
debentures  to  that  amount  having  been  paid  ofl^  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sinking  funds  heretofore  provided   on   account  of  the  loans. 
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Jamaica. 


Under  the  Imperial  Statute  above  cited,  an  issue  of  new  debentures, 
representing  867,6002.,  has  been  made,  of  which  211,1002.  have  been 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  like  value  of 
debentures  under  the  former  Guaranteed  Loan  Law.  The  remainder, 
156,5002.,  are  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  sinking 
funds  to  be  sold  in  order  to  pay  off,  or  buy  in,  as  opportunity  offers, 
the  ^et  outstanding  debentures  of  the  loan.  The  debentures  of  the 
new  issue  kept  in  me  hands  of  the  trustees  bear  no  interest  until  they 
are  issued  to  the  publia 

The  guaranteed  debt  of  600,0002.  has  thus  been  converted, 
practically,  into  a  debt  of  367,0002.,  to  be  paid  off  in  27  years. 

The  immediate  relief  to  the  Colony  consists  in  a  reduced  payment 
of  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  15,1  o82.  per  annum  for  the  first  two 
years  of  the  term,  of  12,2522.  per  annum  for  the  next  nine  years,  and 
of  7,9442.  per  annum  for  the  four  years  following  this  last  term. 
The  operation  has  also  effected  a  positive  saving  of  capital  amounting 
to  about  60,8002.,  by  putting  a  stop  to  the  large  and  annually 
increasing  loss  of  money  at  compound  interest,  arising  from  the 
difference  of  rates  between  the  interest  paid  on  the  debt,  and  the 
interest  accruing  from  the  sinking  fund  maintained  for  its  redemption. 
The  sinking  fund  of  the  new  loan  is  invested,  not  in  Consols,  but  in 
approved  Indian  or  Colonial  securities,  bearing  interest  not  at  lower, 
as  neretofore,  but  at  higher  rates  than  that  paid  by  Jamaica  on  the 
loan  itself. 

The  issue  of  debentures  at  five  per  cent,  in  substitution  of  deben- 
tures at  six  per  cent,  under  the  provisions  of  Law  47  of  1869 
(which  was  also  explained  in  my  last  year's  Report),  has  favourably 
progressed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  now  under  report,  six  per  cent  debentures 
to  the  value  of  63,8502.  had  been  presented  for  conversion  into  five 
per  cent  debentures  of  equal  amount,  and  since  that  time  a  further 
and  similar  conversion  of  debentures  to  the  extent  of  50,4102.  has 
been  effected.    Thus  1,1422.  annually  is  saved  in  interest 
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By  redemption  of  loans : — 
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A  further  effect  of  this  law  is,  that  under  it  provision  is  made  for     Jamaica. 
the  redemption  of  73,450Z.  of  loans,  for  meeting  which  at  maturity        ^^ 
proviaon  heretofore  had  not  been  made.     Hiese  will  now  be  met  as 
they  fall  due  (unless  paid  off  from  the  cash  in  chest)  from  the  proceeds 
of  five  per  cent  debentures,  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose,  under  the 
authori^  of  this  law. 

During  the  year  32,650/.  of  debt  were  paid  off  from  the  surplus 
revenue  of  last  year,  and  950Z.  from  the  revenue  of  the  current  year, 
causing  an  annual  saving  of  interest  to  the  extent  of  2,016/. 

The  preceding  Table  shows  the  operations  of  the  year  on  debt 
account 

A  sum  of  4,930/.  was  invested  in  sinking  funds  for  the  eventual 
redemption  of  debt  on  account  of  Island  loans  for  general  objects, 
and  an  investment  of  1,171/.  4a.  8d.  was  made  on  tne  like  account 
from  the  immigration  revenues  in  respect  of  immigration  loans. 

The  public  debt  stood  as  follows  on  the  30th  September  of  each  of 
the  last  five  years,  after  making  allowance  in  every  year  for  the 
sinking  frmds  invested  for  the  redemption  of  debt : — 

1866      - 
1867 

1868       - 
1869 
1870       - 

For  each  year,  to  these  sums  must  be  added  the  amounts  due  by 
the  Treasury  to  certain  local  works,  for  which  loans  had  been 
specially  raised  by  Statute,  under  the  late  Government.  These 
amounts  are  now  reduced  to  13,324/.  In  1866  they  exceeded 
16,080/. 

The  interest  paid  this  year  on  all  loans  amounted  to  46,633/., 
which  sum  incluaes  2,297/.  on  account  of  immigration  loans — a  reduc- 
tion of  8,000/.  from  the  amount  paid  last  year,  which  was  54,633/. 

Land. 

A  very  important  operation  was  commenced,  and  some  progress 
was  made  in  carrying  it  out  this  year. 

One  of  the  worst  evils  in  the  Colony  is  the  extent  to  which  the 
practice  of  squatting  is  carried. 

So  far  as  squatters  may  be  allowed  to  settle  themselves  on  the  lands 
of  owners  resident  themselves  in  the  Colony,  or  having  a  representa- 
tive here,  the  evil  cannot  be  remedied  by  Government  action.  It  is 
true  that  the  loss  of  rent  to  the  owner  may  be  to  him  no  great  matter. 
But  the  demoralization  which  the  practice  inflicts  upon  the  Colony  is 
a  great  matter.  Nevertheless  the  Legislative  Council  having  provided, 
by  means  of  the  district  courts,  and  the  District  Courts  Land  Law, 
a  cheap,  easy,  and  certain  means  of  recovering  possession  of  lands 
from  persons  having  no  title,  and  no  colour  of  title  thereto,  the  rest 
must  DC  left  in  these  cases  to  the  good  sense  of  the  parties  interested. 
But  the  greatest  number  of  squatters  are  upon  lands  to  which  it  is 
unknown  whether  any  title  except  that  of  the  Crown  exists,  and  it 
18  certain  that  if  such  a  title  do  exist,  the  unknown  party  entitied  has 
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Jamaica,  abandoned  all  care  or  concern  with  the  land.  A  population  of 
squatters  upon  extensive  tracts  of  land  of  this  sort  is  not  only  a  public 
nuisance  of  great  magnitude,  but  a  serious  dan^r.  For  the  law 
being  against  these  people,  who  live  under  the  daily  risk  of  eviction, 
they  naturally  are  aginst  the  law  ;  instead  of  being  as  peasant  pro- 
prietors, or  peasant  renters  should  be,  among  the  strongest  supporters 
of  the  law. 

The  District  Courts  Land  Law  enables  the  Crown,  where  no  owner 
is  apparent,  and  where  land  is  squatted  upon  by  persons  having  no 
claim  or  colour  of  title,  or  right  of  any  sort,  after  a  suit  in  the  district 
court,  to  enter  upon  the  land,  provisionally,  on  behalf  of  the  owner, 
should  an  owner  come  forward  within  seven  years,  and  to  grant  seven 
years'  leases  (either  to  the  former  squatters  or  to  others)  in  the  same 
way  as  an  owner  can  grant  them. 

The  result  is  that  the  souatters  are  not  ill-sati5^ed  to  get  a  good 
lease  for  a  fair  rent,  in  excnange  for  their  previously  precarious  pos- 
session. In  fact  they  have  made  no  serious  opposition  to  the  legal 
action  taken  by  the  Crown  agents.  No  ill-feeling  whatever  has  ever 
been  reported  to  me  as  having  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  enforcement 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  of  this  law ;  under  which  in  no  very  long 
time  the  ^eatest  social  and  political  evil  we  have  to  deal  with  m  this 
Colony  will  be  quietly  eradicated. 

Upwards  of  12,000  acres  of  such  lands  as  I  have  here  described  had 
been  surveyed  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year  1869-70 ;  and  con- 
feiderable  portions  of  these  lands  have  now  been  actually  taken  pos- 
session of  provisionally  by  the  Crown,  under  judicial  decrees,  and  have 
been  lawfully  leased  to  willing  tenants  for  periods  of  seven  years.  On 
the  30th  September,  1870,  189  squatters  had  been  ejected  from  4,441 
acres  of  land,  under  judicial  decree.  The  action  taken  in  this  matter 
is  universally  regarded  as  highly  beneficial  to  the  Colony,  both  in  a 
political  and  economical  point  of  view.  The  status  of  the  squatter 
himself,  if  he  takes  the  land  on  lease,  is  raised  by  the  change.  The 
temptation  of  being  able  to  get  land  without  paying  any  rent  for  it 
induces  men  to  separate  themselves  from  civilization;  whilst  the  un- 
certainty of  possession  belonging  to  the  position  of  a  squatter  is  incon- 
sfistent  with  all  steady  habits  of  industry,  and  with  all  improvement  in 
agriculture. 

Pvblic  Works, 

On  roads  and  bridges  the  following  sums  have  been  expended  in 
each  of  the  last  five  financial  years,  as  shown  by  the  treasurers  books, 
exclusive  for  the  year  1866  of  a  sum  of  2,203/.  from  the  balance  of  a 
loan  raised  by  the  late  Government  for  main  road  purposes : — 


1      18C5-66. 

1866-67. 

[1867-68. 

1868-69. 

1869-70. 

Main  Roads  - 
Parochial  Koads 

-  18,182 

-  12,404 

£ 

12,710 
14,093 

£ 
15,74G 
13,190 

£ 
18.840 
16,579 

£ 
26.670 
18.055 

aO,64G 

1 

26.803 

28,936 

35,419 

44,731 

Owing  to  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  heavy  rain  having 
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fallen  with  but  little  intermission  from  the  month  of  May  to  the  end  ^^^^<^^' 
of  the  year,  the  sum  expended  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges 
(18,447/.)  was  in  excess  of  the  estimate  for  the  financial  year  1869-70 
by  1,652^,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  261.  Os.  2rf.,  whereas  the  cost 
per  mile  in  1868-69  was  only  19/.  158.  7d.  The  great  traffic  in  log- 
wood which  had  sprung  up  within  the  last  two  years  had  a  marked 
effect  in  increasing  the  cost  of  maintenance.  This  traffic  is  carried  on 
in  all  weathers ;  and  when  there  has  been  a  long  continuance  of  rain, 
the  heavily-loaded  carts  do  much  damage  to  roads  not  specially  con- 
structed to  withstand  such  traffic. 

The  sum  expended  on  the  construction  of  new  roads  and  bridges 
during  this  year  was  8,516/.  17«.  lOd. ;  and  the  principal  works  of 
this  nature  were  the  following : — 

The  new  road  to  connect  Annotto  Bay  with  Port  Maria  was 
completed. 

The  road  from  Kingston  to  Morant  Bay  was.  diverted  at  a  point 
near  to  the  White  Horses,  by  which  a  steep  and  dangerous  hill  is 
avoided. 

The  grand  interior  road  through  St.  Ann  and  Trelawny  (of 
which  the  parochial  system  has  been  relieved,  the  line  having  been 
assumed  into  the  main  road  system)  made  favourable  progress 
towards  the  condition  proper  for  a  main  road ;  and  improvements 
were  made  in  some  dangerous  parts  of  the  road  across  the  Island  from 
Kingston  to  Annotto  Bay. 

Explorations  were  continued  as  far  as  practicable,  along  an  intended 
line  of  bridle  road  between  the  Bogue  Hill  in  St.  Elizabeth  and 
Coxheatli  in  Trelawny.  This  line  will  connect,  where  the  Island  is 
broadest,  the  roads  on  the  south  side  of  the  central  ridge  of  mountain 
with  those  on  the  north  side.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  a  prac- 
ticable line  will  ultimately  be  found ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
mountainous  and  jungly  country  through  which  the  line  passes,  the 
work  is  one  involving  much  time  and  labour.  A  new  engineer  for  the 
Western  District  has  arrived  from  England,  and  the  work  will  now  be 
prosecuted  more  steadily. 

The  bridle  road  from  Ulster  Spring,  a  place  near  the  centre  of  the 
Island,  to  join  the  last-mentioned  line  near  Troy,  was  also  progressing 
favourably ;  though  much  damage  had  been  done  to  it  by  the  con- 
tinuous heavy  rains,  one  landslip  alone  carrying  away  65  chains  of  the 
road  in  a  moment. 

The  construction  of  the  new  road  from  Free  Town  on  the  Vere 
Eoad  to  Rules  Pen  on  the  main  road  from  Kingston  to  Manchester, 
was  commenced  under  contract ;  and  some  progress  was  made  with 
the  road  between  Milk  River  and  the  old  toll  gate  on  the  same  main 
road  to  Manchester;  though  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  bad  weather 
(coupled  with  the  logwood  traffic)  had  been  much  agamst  systematic 
road  making. 

The  most  important  work  set  on  foot  during  the  year  was  the  Rio 
Minho,  or  Dry-River  Bridge,  on  the  main  road  from  Kingston,  west- 
wards, for  which  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  drawings  were  com- 
pleted; the  iron  was  ordered  from  England,  and  a  contract  was 
entered  into  for  the  earthworks  and  masonry,  on  which  a  commence- 
ment had  been  made  before  the  year  closed.    At  the  present  date  the 
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Jamaig^.  ironwork  has  arrived,  and  great  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
work,  which  will  be  reported  next  year. 

This  important  work  is  estimated  now  to  cost  16,207/. ;  of  this  amount 
8,250Z.  is  a  debt  due  by  the  chest,  being  the  balance  of  a  loan  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  bridgmg  this  river,  under  a  law  passed  in  1864  by 
the  House  of  Assembly.  A  commencement  was  made  under  the  late 
Government,  and  5,8107.  were  spent  on  iron  girders,  which  it  is  now 
found  cannot  be  used  for  this  bridge ;  and  on  the  land  and  some 
works,  most  of  which  was  money  thrown  away.  Financial  necessities 
stopped  the  work,  not  unfortunately,  I  believe ;  and  thus  about  half 
the  cost  will  be  met  in  the  payment  of  a  debt 

The  Nightingale  Grove  Bridge,  an  iron  structure  of  70  feet  span, 
on  the  same  line  of  main  road,  was  completed  this  year,  and  was 
opened  for  traffic. 

The  Barton  Bridge  near  Black  River  was  reconstructed;  and 
several  bridges  of  less  importance  were  built  or  reconstructed. 

The  parochial  roads  received  this  year  an  important  increase  in  the 
fund  available  to  them.  These  roads,  which  are  of  great  local  im- 
portance, are  on  the  whole  well  and  cheaply  managed  by  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Parochial  Road  Boards.  Formerly  four-fifths  of 
the  horse  and  wheel  tax,  now  designated  "  Parochial  Road  Tax,"  were 
appropriated  to  these  roads ;  the  remaining  fifth  being  taken  as  a 
contribution  to  the  main  roads.  Last  year  the  whole  expenditure 
upon  main  roads  was  defrayed  from  the  general  revenues  ;  and  thus 
i)ne-fifth  of  this  tax  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  be  granted  for  new  roads,  bridges,  and  other  important  works 
for  which  the  fiinds  of  the  several  parishes  may  be  insufficient  The 
grants  are  not  made  rateably,  but  for  whatever  parochial  works  may  be 
I'ound  most  useful  all  over  the  Island.  In  the  financial  year  1869-70 
this  one-fifth  amounted  to  3,999/.,  whereof  1,100/.  were  granted  to 
jiarishes  for  particular  works,  leaving  a  balance  of  2,899/.  to  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  this  extra  fund  in  the  current  year.  This  measure  has 
been  a  most  acceptable  boon  to  the  country  districts. 

During  the  financial  year  1869-70  there  was  spent  in  the  repair  or 
construction  of  works  other  than  roads  and  bridges,  38,188/.  12s.  4d. 
This  sum  was  expended  in  .the  following  manner : — 

On  churches  - 
On  hospitals       -        .        - 
On  prisons      -        -        - 
Court-houses       -         -        - 
Other  works    - 

Chu/rches. — ^A  new  church  was  commenced  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  was 
progressing  favourably.  The  erection  of  this  building  was  undertaken 
in  order  to  pay  a  debt  due  by  the  chest  to  the  congregations.  Under 
statutes  passed  in  the  years  1802  and  18G3  by  the  late  Legislature, 
a  loan  of  2,000/.  had  been  raised  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new 
church  at  St  Ann's  Bay,  but  owing  to  the  financial  pressure  the 
work  was  not  undertaken  at  the  time.  As  soon  as  a  surplus  made  it 
pojisible  to  do  so,  the  money  due  was  made  available. 

Public  Hospital. — Alterations  and  additions  to  the  Public  Hospital 
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in  EingstoD,  formerly  determined  upon,  were  carried  on  during  the     Jamaica* 
year.     A  new  Surgical  Hospital,  containing  an  operating  room,  two        """^ 
wards,  and  a  matron's  quarters,  was  erected. 

Lock  Hospital, — ^This  building  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Lunatic  Asylum, — Two  extensive  new  ranges  (one  for  males  and 
one  for  females),  containing  each  thirty-two  separate  rooms,  were 
completed. 

Union  Bbspitalsfor  Coolies, — The  Union  Hospitals  at  Chapelton, 
in  Vere,  and  at  Annotto  Bay,  were  completed. 

Prisons, — Improvements  were  made  at  the  Middlesex  and  Surrey 
County  Gaol,  and  a  wharf  was  erected  at  the  General  Penitentiary  to 
facilitate  the  landing  and  shipping  of  materials. 

li'easurjf  and  Audit  Departments, — The  old  Treasury  building  in 
Harbour  Street,  Kingston,  was  repaired,  altered,  and  fitted  up  as  con- 
venient offices  for  the  Treasury  and  Audit  Departments. 

Customs  Department, — Additional  warehouses  were  erected  in 
Kingston,  and  various  other  improvements  were  made  in  the  buildings 
of  this  establishment.  The  premises  at  Falmouth,  known  as  Thorpe's 
Wharf,  were  purchased  and  fitted  up  as  Customs  offices  and  public 
bonding  warehouses. 

Falmouth  Harbour, — The  rock  called  the  "  Weather  Triangle," 
referred  to  in  my  last  Report,  which  formed  the  main  obstacle  in  the 
entrance  to  this  harbour,  was  entirely  removed  in  the  year  under 
report  Where  the  rock  stood  there  is  now  a  depth  of  26  feet 
of  water,  shallowing  to  22  feet  near  the  reefs  at  the  side  of  the 
channel.  To  obtain  this  depth  of  water  1,408  tons  of  rock  had  to  be 
blasted  and  carried  into  deep  water.  In  addition  to  three  large  buoys 
placed  to  mark  the  extremes  of  the  reef  on  each  side  of  the  entrance, 
five  permanent  and  conspicuous  marks  of  iron  have  been  erected  on 
shoals  in^de  the  harbour,  which  formerly  were  sources  of  much  danger 
and  annoyance  to  ships  taking  up  their  berths.  The  harbour  is  now 
considered  by  the  shipmasters  frequenting  it  easy  and  safe.  The 
whole  cost  of  these  operations  has  been  only  771/. 

The  erection  of  the  new  market  for  Kingston  made  fair  progress 
during  the  vear.    The  sea-wall  was  nearly  completed. 

The  works  and  property  of  the  late  Sligo  Waterworks  Company 
in  Spanish  Town  were  purchased  by  the  Government,  at  the  sale  of 
tiieir  property  consequent  upon  the  enforced  winding  up  of  the  Com- 
pany, wEch  had  ceased  to  supply  water,  and  was  helplessly  insolvent. 
The  winding  up  was  at  the  suit  of  Government  Credit  was  given  to 
Government  for  about  720Z.,  being  the  dividend  due  upon  a  loan  of 
12,000/.  which  was  made  to  the  Company  by  the  Colony  in  1834. 
New  machinery  has  been  ordered  from  England,  and  a  new  reservoir 
was  in  course  of  construction,  for  the  purpose  once  more  of  supply- 
ing water  to  Spanish  Town. 

District  Courts, 

The  business  transacted  in  these  lately  instituted  courts  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  is  shown  in  the  following 
Table : — 

B  2 
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Jamaica.  1869.  1870. 

Criminal  trials       ....  l"^6  lT712 

Small  causes 8,133  5,509 

Equity  cases           .        -        -        .  2  10 

Cases  under  the  Land  Law         -    -  188  187 

Insolyency  cases    -        -        -        -  9  147 

Probate  cases    -----  85  43 

Amount  claimed    -        -        -        -  22,910  29,070 

Paid  into  Court  before  judgment      -  920  920 

Judgment  obtained  for  -        -        -  11,886  14,919 

Costs 2,109  2,774 

Court  fees 2,164  8,225 

The  increase  in  the  business  of  these  courts  on  all  their  sides  is 
satisfactory,  as  showing  the  confidence  of  suitors,  and  the  greater 
depth  to  which  the  influence  of  an  effective  administration  of  justice 
in  a  practical  spirit  is  penetrating. 

Botanic  Gardens  and  Planiaiions. 

In  consequence  of  the  development  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Castleton,  by  the  introAction  lately  of  a  very  large  number  of  new 
species,  and  the  consequently  increased  requirements  of  the  institu- 
tion, it  was  considered  necessary  to  secure  tlie  services  of  a  botanical 
gardener  from  England,  to  assist  the  Superintendent  in  the  discharge 
of  hb  duties,  and  to  reside  at  and  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the 

farden,  which  is  at  a  distance  of  about  34  miles  from  the  uinchona 
lantation,  on  Blue  Mountain,  where  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Super- 
intendent, resides.  For  this  purpose,  by  the  kind  help  of  Dr.  Hooker, 
at  Kew,  the  services  of  an  experienced  and  highly-qualified  gardener 
were  obtained  as  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent,  who  tooK  charge 
of  his  duties  at  Castleton  in  December,  1870. 

Upwards  of  200  species  of  plants,  new  to  the  Island,  were  intro- 
duced during  the  year.  Amongst  these,  perhaps,  the  most  interesting 
were  two  plants  of  ipecacuanha,  both  of  which  are  reported  to  he 
thriving.  These  are  m  addition  to  the  single  rather  delicate  plant  of 
this  species  which  we  before  possessed.  This  druggist's  plant  has 
now  become  of  inestimable  value  as  an  object  of  cultivation,  from  the 
discovery  of  the  extraordinary  properties  of  ipecacuanha,  in  large 
doses  in  cases  of  tropical  dysentery,  in  which  disease  it  is  now  found 
to  act  as  a  specific,  much  as  quinine  does  in  tropical  fevers.  Two 
true  maugosteens  and  five  choice  varieties  of  pine-apple  have  been 
imported  during  the  year ;  as  also  four  notea  varieties  of  orange, 
new  to  the  Island.     The  Bombay  grafted  mangoes  imported  two 

J  ears  ago  are  very  flourishing,  some  of  them  being  already  5  feet 
igh.  My  belief  is  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  Jamaica  becoming, 
for  the  quality,  variety,  and  commercial  value  of  its  fruit,  the  most 
noted  spot  in  the  world,  when  gardening  shall  be  understood,  and  the 
value  of  the  art  shall  be  duly  recognized  here. 

Two  acres  of  the  Sisal  hemp  aloe  (Agave  Sisalana)  were  planted 
at  Castleton  during  the  year,  and  a  few  more  acres  have  been  pre- 
pared for  the  extension  of  this  cultivation.  A  sample  of  the  fibre 
prepared  at  Castleton  was  forwarded  to  a  London  broker,  and  has 
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been  pronounced  by  hira  to  be  of  very  good  quality  and  colour,  much     Jamaica. 

finer  and  larger  than  the  Sisal  hemp  imported  from  Mexico,  and        

worth  at  the  time  he  wrote  about  60Z.  per  ton,  which  price  was  by 
101.  to  12£  above  the  ordinary  price. 

One  hundred  thousand  plants  of  China  grass  were  advertised  for 
sale  during  the  year,  at  lOs.  per  1,000 ;  and  applications  for  about 
30,000  plants  have  been  received.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  import 
a  machine  for  the  preparation  of  the  fibre  for  the  market  so  soon  as 
the  Indian  Government  have  awarded  their  prize  for  the  best  China 
grass  machine.  If  the  machine  works  satisfactorily  it  is  probable 
that  some  persons  may  be  found  to  embark  largely  in  the  culture  of 
this  valuable  fibre. 

The  famous  Jamaica  Botanic  Garden  of  ancient  times,  which  was 
not  only  of  the  highest  intrinsic  value,  but  also  was  admirably 
situated,  was  sold,  I  believe,  for  a  trifle,  and  was  broken  up  a  long 
time  ago  in  some  spasmodic  fit  of  false  economy.  More  lately  a 
botanic  garden  was  established  at  Bath.  The  site  was  unfortunately 
selected,  being  a  long  day's  journey  from  the  capital.     But  the 

Eurcbase  in  1859  of  Castleton,  and  its  formation  in  1863  into  a  new 
otanic  garden,  in  substitution  for  the  garden  at  Bath  (finally 
abandoned  in  1866),  is  said  to  have  been  determined  upon  because 
of  serious  damage  caused  and  threatened  at  Bath  by  a  watercourse. 
The  selection  of  Castleton  as  the  site  of  the  new  garden  was  also 
unfortunate,  as  it  is  at  a  distance  of  18  miles  from  Kingston,  and  it 
is  important  to  interest  the  public  as  much  as  possible  in  such  an 
institution  as  a  botanic  garden.  But  the  selection  having  been 
made,  and  a  large  number  of  plants  having  been  established  there, 
whilst  the  position,  except  in  respect  to  its  distance  from  the  capital, 
i«  unexceptionable,  it  would  have  been  unwise  once  more  to  have 
thrown  away  all  that  our  predecessors  had  done  for  us  by  removal  to 
a  fourth  position.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  treat  the  Castleton 
garden  as  a  fixture ;  and  as  it  is  not  too  far  from  Kingston  for  a 
Holiday  excursion,  to  go  to  some  little  expense  in  its  gradual  establish- 
ment, in  the  hope  of  attracting  visitors  to  what  I  believe  will  certainly 
become  one  of  the  most  interesting  spots  in  the  West  Indies.  In  this 
direction  a  commencement  has  now  been  made,  by  the  construction  of 
a  handsome  tank  for  the  Victoria  Regia,  and  of  a  fernery,  &c. 

The  Cinchona  Plantation  continues  to  make  progress  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Cinchona  officinalis  has  now  obtained  a 
height  of  11  feet,  and  the  other  species  have  increased  in  like  propor- 
tion, the  circumference  of  the  stems  being  double  what  it  was  twelve 
months  ago. 

In  1870  the  trees  have  had  to  encounter  very  windy  and  rainy 
weather,  which  prevailed  from  August  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
extraordinary  rainfall  of  24  inches  in  30  hours  was  noted  at  the 
plantation  on  the  17th  and  18th  November ;  and  there  is  reason  to 
oelieve  that  the  rainfall  must  have  considerably  exceeded  150  inches 
during  five  months.  But  the  only  injury  done  by  this  heavy  weather  has 
been  the  loss  of  from  500  to  600  young  trees  by  a  landslip,  and  some 
suspension  of  clearing  operations.  The  year  before  had  been  charac- 
terized by  a  very  extraordinary  drought*  The  plants,  therefore,  as 
the  Superintendeat  remarks,   "  have   thus  passed  satisfactorily  an 
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Jamaica.  '^  ordeal  of  two  years,  exhibiting  the  most  marked  extremes  of  seasons 
"  "  to  which  tropical  countries  are  liable." 

During  the  year  30  acres  of  mountain  land  have  been  cleared  and 
planted  out  in  cinchonas,  estimated  to  number  ^30,000  plants.  A 
new  system  of  close  planting  was  adopted  in  planting  out  this  lot, 
and  the  result  is  reported  to  be  in  every  way  satisfactory.  The  entire 
area  of  land  planted  with  cinchonas  at  the  end  of  the  year  1870  is 
nearly  90  acres ;  and  80  more  acres  of  forest  land  have  oeen  prepared 
for  planting,  which  Mr.  Thompson  hopes  to  fill  before  the  end  of  the 
current  year. 

I  understand  that  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  of  tlie 
condition  of  cinchonas  which  have  been  planted  at  Mount  Moses,  in 
St  Andrew,  and  in  the  parish  of  Manchester,  by  two  gentlemen  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  propagation  of  this  valuable  plant 

The  Superintendent  reports  that  about  2,000  plants  have  been 
raised  from  seeds  of  some  12  species  of  rapid-growing  trees,  among 
them  several  species  of  the  gum-trees  of  Australia.  These  trees  are 
of  some  commercial  importance,  but  they  are  intended  chiefly  to 
afford  shelter  to  the  young  cinchonas. 

The  800  plants  of  Assam  tea  planted  out  in  1869  are  in  vigorous 
health. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  seeds  in  sufficient  quantity, 
only  one  acre  of  senna  was  planted  on  the  palisades ;  but  the  plants 
are  growing  well,  and  are  yielding  seeds  plentifully.  Some  of  the 
patches  of  senna  have  been  cropped.  The  cultivation  of  this  plant 
will  utilize  the  wide  intervening  spaces  between  the  young  cocoa-nut 
trees,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  profitable.  Specimens  of  the  first  crop 
are  in  preparation  for  transmission  to  Lonaon  for  examination  and 
report  in  this,  as  in  many  other  articles  of  produce,  the  only 
difficulty  is  in  the  preparation  for  the  market. 

Edu<uition. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-one  schools  were  in  1870  on  the  list 
for  inspection,  being  an  increase  of  101  over  last  year. 

The  Inspector  of  Schools  attributes  this  very  large  increase  to  the 
liberal  encouragement  offered  to  schools  by  Government  of  late  years ; 
to  the  abandonment  of  certain  objections  in  certain  quarters  to 
Government  aid  for  schools ;  and  to  the  assistance  afforded  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  by  opening  grants.  Of  the  above  number,  it  was 
found  at  inspection  time  that  42  schools  were  either  not  ready  for 
examination  or  were  closed.  But  329  schools  were  actually  exammed, 
making  an  increase  of  67  as  compared  with  last  year. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  still  greater  number  of  schools  would 
have  been  ready  for  inspection  this  year  but  for  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing competent  teachers.  This  want  is  still  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  increasing  the  number  of  our  schools ;  but  in  addition  to  the 
private  trainmg  establishments  heretofore  in  operation,  measures  were 
taken  this  year  by  the  Government,  at  the  puolic  charge,  for  training 
additional  Normal  pupils  at  the  Mico  Institution ;  and  a  Government 
Training  College  at  Stoney  Hill  was  established,  under  the  charge  of 
the  Rov.  Mr.  Melville,  Manager  of  the  Reformatory  at  the  same 
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place.     Thus,  besides  the  private  training  pupils,  an  additional  body     Jamaica. 
of  23  young  men  is  now  under    training  for  schoolmasters  at  the        ""l 
public  charge ;  and  this  system  will  soon  begin  to  have  a  telling  effect 
upon  schools. 

While  in  1869  45  schools  wholly  failed  to  come  up  to  the  lowest 
Government  standard,  only  31  so  failed  in  the  year  under  report. 
The  result  of  the  inspection  of  1870,  as  compared  with  that  of  1869, 
is  thus  shown : — 

1870.        1869. 

First  class  -        -        - 
Second  class  -        -         - 
Third  class- 
Total  passed    -        -     -     245         196 

The  second-class  schools  have  thus  increased  to  nearly  twice  as  many 
as  last  year,  and  are  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  schools  in- 
spected ;  whereas  last  year  they  were  only  7  per  cent,  of  that  number. 

There  were  53  schools  which  received  half  grants.  Although 
these  did  not  quite  come  up  to  the  Government  requirements,  such 
grants  were  considered  to  be  justified  by  peculiar  circumstances,  and 
by  way  of  encouragement  The  results  of  the  last  two  years  have 
shown  the  good  effects  of  this  exceptional  encouragement,  several  schools 
having  risen  to  the  third,  and  some  even  to  the  second  class,  which 
had  been  at  first  admitted  exceptionally  to  half  grants  of  this  sort 

The  total  amount  of  the  grants-in-aid  made  this  year  has  increased 
to  5,85 7Z.  from  4,46 IZ.  in  1869.  This  increase,  which  is  a  little  over 
31  per  cent  upon  last  year's'grants,  as  the  Inspector  of  Schools  reports, 
"  would  have  been  higher  but  for  the  prevaihng  rains,  jvhich  had  the 
"  effect  of  lowering  the  attendances,  and  consequently  of  reducing  the 
"  grants  on  capitation."  Mr.  Savage  adds,  that  **  it  may  be  worthy 
"  of  note,  if  only  as  an  illustration  of  the  liberal  and  progressive 
"  tendency  of  the  Government  scheme,  that  the  grants  this  year  are 
"  very  nearly  double  what  they  were  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  first 
"  year  (1868)  under  the  new  regulations." 

The  Church  of  England  Schools  have  earned  this  year  2,115?. ; 
the  Wesleyans,  989Z.;  the  Baptist,  892Z.;  the  Moravians,  703/.; 
and  the  Presbyterian,  388/.  The  grants-in-aid  to  the  several  other 
smaller  reli^ous  denominations,  with  two  exceptions,  have  exceeded 
th(«e  of  the  previous  year.  The  London  Missionary  Society  earned 
this  year  229/.,  whereas  in  1869  only  17/.  was  granted  to  this  body. 
The  school  fees  collected  by  all  the  schools  for  the  year  amount  in  all 
to  3,785/.,  showing  an  increase  over  the  collections  of  last  year  of 
679/-  ;  and  these  fees,  which  are  insisted  upon  in  aided  schools, 
taken  as  a  whole,  fiilly  come  up  to  the  Government  requirements. 

The  object  of  the  opening  grants,  which  were  introduced  last  year, 
is  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  trustworthy  managers  or  teachers  to 
establish  new  schools  in  destitute  districts.  General  conditions  have 
been  laid  down  upon  which  these  grants  are  issued.  The  schools 
which  receive  opening  grants  are  eligible  to  receive  the  annual 
grants,  according  to  Government  regulations,  after  they  shall  have 
been  in  operation  three  months.     These  opening  grants  are  paid  in 
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Jauaioa.  two  instalments — the  first  being  for  buildings  and  appliances,  and  the 
second  for  the  teacher's  allowance.  The  second  instalment  is  paid 
when  the  Government  have  been  informed  of  the  school  being  ready 
to  commence  school  operations.  Sixty-four  applications  for  these 
grants  were  received  from  all  parts  of  the  Island.  The  total  sum 
applied  for  was  2,780/.,  and  the  sum  granted  was  1,2507.  This  aid 
enabled  24  new  schools  to  come  actually  under  inspection  this  year. 

The  Industrial  School  system  must  still  be  considered  to  be  in  its 
infancy ;  but  every  eflFort  is  made  to  induce  managers  to  introduce 
the  industrial  element  into  their  schools,  and  to  show  to  parents  the 
usefulness  of  this  method  of  education.  There  still  continues,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  strong  disliKC  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  parents  to 
their  children  being  employed  by  the  teachers  in  any  sort  of  manual 
labour;  but,  as  shown  by  the  Government  Model  School  at  Port 
Antonio,  this  obstacle  is  not  invincible. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  unfavourably  of  the  Government  Model 
Schools  at  Falmouth  and  Montego  Bay ;  the  attendance  at  both 
of  these  schools  had  declined  considerably  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
It  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the  Montego  Bay  Model  School, 
and  the  appliances  belonging  to  it  have  been  handed  over  on  loan  to 
the  Wesleyan  body,  who  are  establishing  a  good  school  at  that  place. 
The  Bath  Model  School,  under  Mr.  El  worthy,  is  going  on  favour- 
ably. A  school  museum  and  a  small  library  have  been  established 
there  for  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  in  general  knowledge,  and 
these  adjuncts  promise  to  be  of  benent 

The  Government  Model  School,  which  was  transferred  from  Port 
Maria  to  Port  Antonio  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  to  which  I 
referred  in  my  last  year's  Keport,  is,  the  Inspector  of  Schools  reports, 
the  most  hopeful  and  promising  of  all  the  Government  schools,  and 
one  that  is  likely  to  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  parish.  Thb 
school  is  industnal,  and  all  the  pupils  who  join  the  industrial  classes 
have  their  school  fees  remitted,  while  the  rest  pay  the  usual  rates. 
Two  workmasters  have  been  appointed  to  the  school,  and  have  proved 
very  serviceable  in  directing  the  labour  of  the  pupils. 

The  total  sum  expended  upon  the  Department  of  Education  for 
each  of  the  last  five  years  is  as  follows : — 

£ 
1865-1866  -        .        .        .        -    3,445 

1866-1867 3,987 

1867-1868 4,120 

186a-1869 6,244 

1869-1870 9,190 

The  amount  expended  in  the  year  under  report  was  thus  appor- 
tioned :— 

£ 

Inspection 1,264 

Grants-in-aid  -         ....     6,531 

Government  Schools  -  -  .  -  882 
Training  students  -  -  ...  313 
St.  George's  Chapel  School  -        -        -        200 

£9,190 
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Immigration.  Jamaica. 

During  the  year  1870  the  following  Coolie  imrnigi^ants  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Island : — 

Males 594 

Females 260 

Infants 62 

Total   .        .   -     906 

Applications  have  been  received  for  2^287  immigrants  for  the 
season  of  1871. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  immigrants  in  the  Colony 
at  the  dose  of  uie  years  1869  and  1870^  who  were  still  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  Immigration  Laws : — 

1869.  1870. 


Number  under  unexpired  indenture  for 

five  years        .        -        -        .        .    2,627    -    -    3,268 
Number  who  had  served  their  five  years' 

indenture,  but  had  not  completed  their 

ten  years*^  industrial  residence  -        -     8,130    -    -    3,105 

5,757    .    .    6,373 

In  .iddition  to  the  above  there  was  a  large  but  unascertained 
number  of  Coolies  who,  after  their  10  years'  industrial  residence, 
had  remained  in  the  Colony  as  a  part  of  the  general  population.  An 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  number  of  this  class  of  immigrants  will  be 
g^ned  when  the  general  census  for  1871  is  taken. 

The  health  of  that  portion  of  the  immigrant  population  which  is 
engaged  on  estates  was  good  during  the  year,  except  in  the  Plantain 
Garden  River  District  of  St.  Thomas,  where,  I  regret  to  say,  there  was 
much  sickness  and  mortality. 

Hitherto  the  amount  of  bounty  was  fixed  at  10/.  a  head,  but  as  this 
sum  is  less  than  the  cost  of  a  return  passage,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
hold  out  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  Coolies  to  settle  in  the 
Colony,  the  amount  was  increased  this  year  to  121.  for  adults,  male 
and  female,  and  half  that  sum  for  children  from  3  to  12  years  of  age, 
these  sums  being  found  to  be  within  the  average  cost  to  the  Colony 
of  the  back  passage. 

The  immigrants  imported  in  the  year  1860  completed  this  year 
their  term  of  10  years'  residence.  Of  the  592  immigrants  who  ar- 
rived in  1860,  there  were  at  the  termination  of  their  10  years'  resi- 
dence, alive  and  eligible  for  return  passages  or  bounty,  363 ;  deserters 
or  missing,  108. 

During  the  10  years  there  had  been — 

Births 122 

Deaths 123 

When  the  small  proportion  of  women  to  men  is  considered,  these 
figures  speak  well  for  tne  climate  and  its  suitableness  to  the  Indian 
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Jaiuku.  constitution.  Had  the  proportions  of  the  sexes  been  equal,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  births  would  have  trebled  the  deaths. 

Of  the  363  time-expired  Coolies  referred  to  above  as  eligible  for 
return  passages,  261  elected  to  remain  in  the  Island,  and  were  paid 
the  bounty  at  the  new  rate.     The  remainder  returned  to  India. 

By  Law  34  of  1869  the  Governor  b  empowered  to  constitute 
"Union  Hospitals"  in  any  district  in  place  of  "Estate  Hospitals." 
The  cost  of  tne  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings,  or  of  their  rent, 
and  of  the  supply  of  the  necessary  appliances,  is  made,  in  the  first 
instance,  a  charge  upon  the  Immigration  Fund,  which  is  afterwards 
reimbursed  in  the  form  of  an  annual  rent-charge  on  the  employers. 
The  cost  of  medicines  and  nourishment  for  the  patients  is  met  by  a 
direct  charge  upon  the  employers  at  a  daily  rate  for  each  immigrant 
not  exceeding  6d.  a  day.  The  charge  for  salaries  and  allowances  to 
the  necessary  staff  of  medical  officers,  matrons,  nurses,  &c.,  is  defrayed 
from  the  Immigration  Fund. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  report  seven  Union  Hospitals  had 
been  brought  into  operation,  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
Government  medical  officers. 

They  are  as  follows : — 


EsUto. 


Pftri5b. 


N  amber 

of  Ctxtlies 

located. 


€k>Men  GroTe        -        -        -        -     St.  Thomas    - 
Taylor's  Gaymanas   -       -        -    -     St.  Catherine 

Dundee |  Trelawny 

Savanna  la  Mar         -        •        -    -  <  Westmoreland 

Suifllead .St.  Catherine 

Dry  Harbour t  Clarendon  - 

Lionel  Town I      Ditto  - 


559 
111 
132 
408 
80 
286 
423 


Number 
of  Beds. 


56 
14 
20 
40 
20 
24 
60 


Some  of  the  hospitals  shown  above  are  found  to  have  an  insufficient 
supply  of  beds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Coolies  for  whom  the 
hospital  is  provided.  Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  erecting 
additional  buildings,  and  increasing  the  number  of  beds  at  those 
places.  Several  Union  Hospitals  are  also  about  to  be  opened  in  other 
districts. 

The  establishment  of  a  general  "  Coolie  Depot"  in  Spanish  Town, 
as  a  temporary  home  or  hospital  for  sick  and  disabled  Coolies  who 
are  not  provided  for  on  estates  or  in  Union  Hospitals,  was  narrated  at 
length  in  last  year's  Report.  The  number  of  patients  treated  at  this 
depot  during  the  year  was  181.     Of  these — 

89  were  discharged ; 
81  recovered ; 

6  died; 

6  were  relieved  from  disease ; 
49  remaimng  in  depdt  on  the  Slst  December. 

Qf  this  last  number  19  have  been  returned  to  India  in  the  course 
of  the  current  year. 
The  head  of  the  Immigration  Department  reports  that  the  conduct 
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of  the  Coolie  labourers  generally  was  very  satisfactory ;  that  a  good 
UDderstanding  exists  between  them  and  their  employers;  and  that 
complaints  from  either  side  have  been  remarkably  tew,  and  none  of  a 
serious  character. 

Additional  vigilance  over  the  rights  of  the  Coolie  in  relation  to  his 
employer,  and  ot  the  employer  in  relation  to  the  Coolie,  has  been  the 
result  of  the  practical  working  of  Law  34  of  1869.  While  full  wages 
are  secured  to  the  Coolies  for  the  time  spent  by  them  in  labour,  a 
considerable  number  of  them  have  been  convicted  for  desertion  and 
for  refusing  to  work ;  there  having  been  133  convictions  for  these 
offences  this  year,  as  against  none  in  the  preceding  year. 

Savings  Banks. 
The  number  of  depo^tors  and  the  amount  of  their  deposits  in  the 
banks  not  under  Government  cx)ntrol  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  last 
five  years  is  as  follows : — 


JUfAIOA. 


Year. 


1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


Koinberof 

Number  of 

Banks. 

Depositors. 

8 

2,276 

9 

2,278 

8 

2.524 

7 

3,004        1 

7 

2,205 

Amoant  of 
Deposits. 


56,740 
54,807 
58,913 
74,394 
63,486 


In  the  course  of  the  year  1870  the  Government  Savings  Bank, 
described  above  under  the  head  ^^  Legislation,'*  was  established.  The 
opening  of  this  new  institution  more  than  accounts  for  the  reduction 
of  deposits  in  the  private  banks,  which  at  the  end  of  1870  were  pre- 
paring to  close.  In  all  the  savings  banks,  at  the  end  of  1870,  the 
total  deposits  (79,686Z.)  showed  on  the  year  an  increase  of  5,292Z. 
The  total  number  of  depositors  in  all  savings  banks  on  the  3l8t  of 
December,  1870,  was  thus  2,674 ;  and  the  total  value  of  their  de- 
posits was  79,686Z. 

At  the  close  of  last  monlii  (30th  June,  1871)  the  value  of  the 
deposits  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  was  66,550Z.,  and  in  the 
other  savings  banks  17,753/. ;  in  all  84,303Z. ;  a  gratifying  result, 
which  must  be  partly  attributable  to  the  successful  working  of  this 
new  measure.  The  number  of  depositors  in  the  Government  Savings 
Bank  at  the  close  of  last  month  was  1,779. 

Trade. 

The  value  of  the  imports  for  each  of  the  last  five  calendar  years, 
excluding  the  value  of  tne  railway  materials  imported  in  1868,  1869, 
and  1870  (amounting  to  11,587Z.  in  1868,  10,353?.  in  1869,  and 

243Z.  in  1870),  is  stated  below. 

£ 

1866 1,080,796 

1867 869,186 

1868 1,012,279 

1869 1,214,061 

1870 1,300,212 
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Jamaica.  The  improvement  in  trade  shown  in  1869  has  been  well  main- 
tained  in  1870. 

The  Act  imposing  an  additional  10  per  cent,  on  the  import  duties 
expired  on  the  31st  of  March,  1870,  and  has  not  been  renewed. 

The  tonnage  dues,  with  the  exception  of  5d.  a  ton  for  lighthouse 
dues,  ceased  at  the  same  time  to  oe  levied.  The  only  impost  on 
vessels  arriving  here  now  is  the  above  small  charge  for  lighthouse 
dues,  and  a  char/?e  for  admeasurer's  fees  when  occasionally  the  ton- 
nage of  a  vessel  hiis  to  be  measured.  The  old  tonnage  duties  were 
2s.  id.  a  ton  on  ocean-going,  and  35.  id.  a  ton  on  coasting  ve«els, 
with  extra  dues  on  such  vessels  as  entered  certain  north  side  outports. 
They  were  not  a  trifling  impost,  as  they  used  to  amount  to  a  sum 
equal  to  from  6  to  7  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  import  duties,  and  to 
exceed  considerably  half  the  amount  of  the  export  duty  levied  for 
immigration  purposes,  a  duty  which,  though  in  a  manner  self-imposed, 
for  an  important  object,  not  being  concealed  in  freight,  as  was  the 
tonnage  duty,  is  keenly  felt.  But  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enlarge 
upon  the  argument,  that  whatever  reduces  the  cost  of  frei<rht,  espe- 
cially of  export  freight,  is  an  advantage  to  the  Colony.  Consumers 
of  imports  must  benefit,  though  they  cannot  trace  their  gain  in  figures, 
and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  in  this  direction  the  efiect  of  the  measure 
is  already  traceable  in  the  books  of  all  producers  of  exports. 

With  reference  to  the  exemptions  from  import  duty  alluded  to  in 
my  last  year's  Report,  the  following  Table  of  the  value  of  articles 
imported  free  for  agriculture  or  other  industrial  objects  is  given  in 
continuation  of  the  former  one. 


Iron,  galvanized     - 

.,     other  manufaotores  • 
Alachines,  horse-power  - 

Mills 

Pans  for  boiling  sugar  - 
Pipes  for  fluids  - 
Kailway  wheels     - 
Bhooks  of  aU  sorts      • 
Htills     .        .        .        , 
Steam  engines   -        -        - 
Wood  hoops  -        -        - 

,«      staves      ... 
Miscellaneoas 


Deducting  railway  materisd 


464 

1.238 

1,985 

1.902 

3,142 

I        638 

3.184 

2,041 

1,215 

3.041 

5,186 

6.879 

8.023 

6.644 

7,139 

1.722 

1.072 

1,882 

3,822 

3,431 

,     1.427 

603 

984 

2.409 

4.676 

28 

225 

1.090 

760 

1.502 

!     nil. 

nil. 

11.587 

10,353 

243 

1  23.580 

18.021 

18.981 

16.404 

11.677 

211 

559 

1.174 

2.977 

1.698 

nU. 

101 

3.046 

6.904 

5,460 

2,346 

1.225 

2.773 

2.264 

2.981 

1.241 

5.587 

6.418 

3.847 

3.823 

851 

858 

2.719 

2.004 

4,053 

i  37,694 

39.552 

62.703 

61.505 

52.869 

-ial       • 

•        • 

11.587 

10.353 

243 

51,116     51,152  I  52,626 


The  value  of  the  exports  for  the  last  five  calendar  years  was  as 
shown  below : — 

J866 1,152.898 

J867 1,045,094 

;®^^ 1.138,804 

]l^^ 1.162.769 

1870 1.283,026 
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The  exports  of  the  principal  staples  for  the  last  five  calendar  years     Jamaica. 
5re  as  shown  in  the  followinff  Tahle : —  


Exportii. 


Sugar  ...  hhds. 
Bum        -        -    -  phns. 
€!offee  -        -        -  lbs. 
Pimento  -        -   -  lbs. 
Dyewooda    -        -  tons 

(Fustic  and  Logwood.) 
Ginger     -        -   -  lbs. 
Arrowroot    -        -  lbs. 


1866. 

1867. 

33,637 

18,754 

8,413,532 

4,866,239 

36,570 

1,550,166 
70,204 

81,206 

18,834 

6,264,861 

7,595,800 

48,481 

1,728,075 
44,566 

36,259 

20,274 

7,758,985 

4,373,259 

49,129 


29,268 

15,270 

5,025,812 

6,575,249 

118,678 


2,036,921     1,261,873 
27,346  I       11,781 


1870. 


30,747 

16,897 

9,047,284 

5,243,109 

84,744 

680,492 
6,843 


The  sugar  crop  of  1867-68  was  the  largest  there  had  then  been  for 
six  years ;  that  is  to  say,  since  1861-62.  That  of  1869-70  was  below 
the  average.  But  the  crop  of  the  current  year  is  expected  to  be  large. 
The  coflfee  crop  of  last  year  was  the  largest  known  for  32  years,  that 
is  to  say,  since  1838.  The  season  was  propitious ;  but  there  is  a 
steadily  increasing  cultivation  of  coffee  by  the  small  settlers,  which 
accounts  for  part  of  the  increase.  If  the  small  settlers  would  pay  the 
same  attention  to  the  curing  of  the  berry  that  is  paid  by  the  large 
coflFee  planters,  the  aggregate  value  of  the  coffee  exported  from 
Jamaica  would  be  greatly  increased. 

In  connection  with  the  decreased  exportation  of  arrowroot  which  is 
noticeable  in  the  above  return,  the  subjoined  extract  from  a  report 
by  the  Collector-General  is  of  interest  **  The  reduction  both  in  the 
**  cultivation  and  export  of  arrowroot  may  be  attributed  to  the  limited 
"  demand  for  it  as  an  article  of  commerce ;  the  low  prices  realized 
*'  for  it  in  the  English  and  foreign  markets,  where  it  is  brought  into 
**  competition  with  the  Bermuda  article,  which  frequently  quadruples 
**  it  in  value  ;  and  because  the  ground  provisions  of  the  country  can 
"  be  cultivated  by  the  small  settlers  with  less  labour,  more  ready  sale, 
**  and  greater  profit.  Recent  quotations  of  arrowroot  in  the  London 
"  prices  current,  show  Bermuda  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  Jamaica  at 
"  2|<i. ;  this  difference  is  attributable,  I  am  informed,  to  the  greater 
"  care  with  which  the  Bermuda  arrowroot  is  manufactured,  and  not 
'*  to  any  material  nutritious  superiority  which  it  possesses  over  Jamaica. 
**  The  choice  (says  my  informant)  lies  in  the  perfect  whiteness  of  the 
^*  Bermuda  article  as  sent  home,  our  arrowroot  being  equally  as 
"  nutritious  and  as  rich  in  ghiten  or  farina  as  its  rival.  Yet  ours  is 
"  in  no  favour  with  the  chemist,  grocer,  confectioner,  or  hospital  prac- 
"  tice ;  the  prejudice  being  occasioned  by  its  stained  appearance  when 
^'  unpacked  abroad ;  and  this  appearance  has  been  attributed  by  a 
"  writer  on  the  subject  to  the  roots  being  washed  in  water  holding 
"  iron  in  solution,  the  stain  of  which  is  brought  out  only  as  a  ques- 
"  tion  of  time." 

The  attention  of  the  Island  chemist  has  been  called  to  the  foregoing* 
statement,  with  the  view  of  ascertwning  whether,  if  well  manufactured, 
arrowroot  cannot  be  produced  here  equal  in  appearance  and  value  to 
that  of  Bermuda. 

Itt  respect  of  several  minor  articles  of  export,  the  returns  of  the 
Custom  House  for  this  year  are  interesting,  as  showing  a  tendency  to 
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Jamaica,  the  development  of  new  industries,  requiring  little  capital,  and  no 
"~  extraordinary  skill.  Lime  juice,  for  which  there  is  now  a  large  de- 
mand from  the  merchant  service,  and  whereof  this  Island  could  sup- 
ply any  quantity,  after  a  year's  complete  neglect  has  again  in  1870 
taken  a  good  place  amongst  minor  exports.  1  observe  turtle  preserved 
in  tins  for  the  first  time  figuring  amongst  our  exports. 

The  steady  increase  for  the  Gist  four  years,  previous  to  which  there 
is  no  record,  in  the  export  of  cocoa  (chocolate),  the  cultivation  of 
which  is  almost  confined  to  two  parishes  on  the  north  side,  is  a  very 
interesting  fact. 

Export  of  Cocoa  ik  Cwts, 
1867.  1868.  1869.  1870. 

133  810  489  644 

In  very  old  times  Jamidca  was  celebrated  for  its  cocoa,  with  which 
it  supplied  Europe  largely,  and  its  natural  advantages  for  the  culti- 
vation of  this  production  (a  cultivation  I  am  told  more  remunerative, 
and  certainly  less  difficult,  than  that  of  coffee)  are  of  course  what 
they  were.  But  so  disastrously  did  the  system  of  the  old  planters,  in 
the  times  of  slavery  and  protection,  act  upon  this  ancient  staple,  that 
it  ceased  to  figure  as  an  export  It  is  and  for  some  time  has  oeen  an 
important  and  increasing  article  of  cultivation  and  export  in  IVinidad. 
I  hope  now  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  become  once  more  an  important 
article  of  export  here;  as  nothing  would  answer  better  the  means 
and  objects  of  the  small  settler,  in  the  numerous  spots  which  suit  the 
plant. 

But  the  most  encouraging  event  that  has  occurred  in  the  year  under 
report  is  the  springing  up  of  a  new  trade  with  North  America  in 
fruits  and  yams,  conveyed  in  small  American  schooners,  chiefly  from 
Port  Antonio,  in  Portland.  Bananas,  cocoa-nuts,  and  oranges  were 
the  fruits  chiefly  e;tported;  but  the  exports  embrace  no  less  than  17 
descriptions  of  Island  produce.  The  value  of  this  new  trade  from 
Port  Antonio  alone  amounted  in  the  financial  year  1869-70  to  1,985?. ; 
and  the  return  trade  in  imports  was  valued  at  1,625Z.,  yielding,  as  the 
Collector-General  remarks,  "  to  the  island  in  Customs  revenue  the 
"  sum  of  3041.  98.  2d.,  at  a  small  insignificant  port,  which  had  for 
"  many  years  ceased  to  be  of  any  financial  account  to  the  Colony." 
This  young  trade  is  still  increasing  n^onth  by  month,  and  shows  a 
tendency  to  spread  all  alon^  the  north  side  of  the  Island.  The 
collector  of  Portland  writes  that  it  has  led  to  a  very  large  cultivation 
of  the  Martmique  banana,  **  not  by  the  small  settlers  only,  but  by 
"  others  as  well."  The  market  for  tropical  fruits  in  the  northerly 
part  of  the  United  States  is  unlimited  ;  and  certainly  fruit,  which  till 
last  year  had  no  place  at  all,  ought  long  since  to  have  taJcen  a  higher 
place  amongst  the  exports  of  this  Colony, 

Whilst  from  the  neighbouring  Colony  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  pine- 
apples in  cargoes  of  from  3,000  to  5,000  dozen  are  annually  exported 
to  London  and  New  York  to  the  value  of  30,000Z.  and  upwards ;  and 
whilst  it  is  well  known  that  from  Jamaica  the  English  gardener 
obtained  his  finest  variety  of  pine-apples ;  the  export  of  this"  fruit 
hence  extends  no  further  than  the  transmission  now  and  then  of  a 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


X 


OT  H£B  MAJESTY^S  COLOKUti  POSSBSdIOKB.  31 

barrel  by  the  mail  steamer,  as  a  present  to  a  friend.  From  Nassau  Jamaica. 
in  the  JESahamas,  pine-apples  are  shipped  in  bulk ;  no  attempt  is  made 
at  selection,  and  no  care  is  taken  in  the  cultivation  to  obtain  a  good 
quality,  or  even  a  large  size.  Indeed  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  be 
possiUe  to  grow  a  well-flavoured  pine-apple  in  that  latitude.  The 
result  is  a  cargo  of  excessively  bad  fruit,  which  costs  for  its  transport 
from  350t  to  500i  The  actual  average  valuation  in  1864,  at  Nassau, 
was  1^.  lOd.  a  dozen  for  shipments  to  the  United  States,  and  2$.  9d. 
a  dozen  for  shipments  to  London,  to  which  place  it  seems  the  least 
bad  of  two  classes  of  the  fruit  is  sent  In  the  same  year  the  average 
selling  prices  in  England  of  these  cargoes  is  stated  at  12«.  a  dozen. 
From  these  statistics  (gathered  from  a  report  of  Governor  Rawson's 
printed  in  1866)  I  infer  that  the  cost  of  transport  being  not  very 
diflPerent  from  the  two  places,  pine-apples  well  selected  in  Jamaica, 
which  would  sell  in  the  London  market  at  high  prices,  could  be 
shipped  for  not  much  more  than  double  the  Nassau  price  of  such  fruits 
as  are  shipped  from  thence  ;  where  Governor  Rawson  says  that  pur 
chasers  for  shipments  "  do  not  offer  a  higher  price  for  larger  or  better 
"  fruit,  the  grower  therefore  has  no  inducement  to  improve  the  size 
"  or  quality  of  his  produce ;  he  looks  to  quantity  alone."  It  seems  to 
me  strange  that  commercial  men  here,  and  those  commercial  men  in 
London  who  are  in  the  Nassau  fruit  trade,  find  no  ground  for  action 
iii  these  facts. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  in  oranges,  limes,  pine-apples,  and  bananas, 
all  producible  here  of  a  quality  not  to  be  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the 
world ;  and  in  cocoa-nuts  and  other  fruits,  all  producible  here  in  any 
quantities ;  Jamaica  might  become  in  a  very  short  time  capable  of 
supporting  an  export  fruit  trade  of  immense  value. 

A  comparison  of  the  present  export  of  rum  with  that  in  the  days  of 
slavery  and  protection,  shows  that  the  reduction  of  quantity  has  been 
very  much  less  in  rum  than  in  sugar.  It  is  in  rum  that  Jamaica  has 
an  advantage  over  all  other  cane-growing  places,  Jamaica  rum  being 
worth  from  two  to  three  times  the  price  of  the  rum  of  other  places. 
As  first-class  rum  pays  better  than  sugar,  it  is  an  object  with  the 
Jamaica  planter,  in  most  cases,  to  make  a  large  proportion  of  rum,  and 
on  many  estates  as  large  a  proportion  as  he  can  without  injuring  its 
quality.  In  1837-38,  from  the  juice  that  made  69,613  hogsheads  of 
sugar,  25,380  puncheons  of  rum  were  made ;  being  at  the  rate  of 
al^ut  36  puncheons  to  100  hogsheads.  In  1869-70,  from  the  juice 
that  made  31,066  hogsheads  of  sugar,  17,161  puncheons  of  rum  were 
made,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  55  puncheons  to  100  hogsheads 
The  average  make  of  rum  now  is  greater  positively  than  it  was  from 
20  to  30  years  ago,  when  the  average  make  of  sugar  was  by  one-third 
and  more  as  much  again  as  it  is  now.  I  look  upon  this  result,  which 
is  very  creditable  to  the  skill  of  the  Jamaica  planter,  as  being  a 
triumph  of  free  trade,  and  sound  principles  of  taxation.  The  English 
tax  on  sugar  is  so  contrived  as  to  discourage  the  making  of  good  and 
high-pricSi  sugar.  The  English  tax  on  rum  is  such  as  to  leave  the 
manufacturer  to  make  whatever  quality  of  rum  he  finds  most  profit- 
<ible,  without  imposing  on  him  a  penalty  for  not  making  bad  mm. 
Consequently  the  Jamaica  planter,  whilst  still  making  low  and  cheap 
sugars^  makes  exactly  the  same  sort  of  rum  he  would  make  if  that 
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Jamaica,     spirit  were  free  of  all  duty  at  home.     The  result  is  the  finest  rum  in 
the  world,  and  the  most  profitable  manufacture  in  the  Colony. 

The  following  Table,  showing  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British  and 
foreign  vessels  that  cleared  from  Jamaica  during  each  of  the  five 
years,  aflbrds  a  gratifying  proof  of  an  increasing  trade. 


T«Ar 

BritlBb  Vesaelc 

Fordgn  VeiseU. 

ToUO. 

No.       1        Tonnage. 

No.       1       Tonnage. 

No.        1       Tonnage. 

1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 

411      1       136.629 
379             119.510 
390            108.666 
512             145.892 
482             155.398 

82 
134 
158 
238 
219 

26,249 
42.550 
48.518 
70.936 
60.358 

493 
513 
548 
750 
701 

162.878 
162,060 
157,184 
216,828 
215.756 

I  may  mention  that  it  is  necessary,  in  dealino^  with  Jamaica 
statistics,  to  be  careful  to  distinguish  between  the  calendar  year  and 
the  financial  year.  The  returns  for  the  Blue  Books,  in  respect  of 
everything  except  finance,  have  been  prepared  hitherto  for  the 
calendar  year. 

Orime. 

The  criminal  returns  for  1870  show  a  decrease  both  in  apprehen- 
sions and  in  imprisonments,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year; 
the  apprehensions  having  fallen  from  16,480  to  13,620,  and  the 
imprisonments  from  2,978  to  2,902.  From  the  details  of  the 
apprehensions,  however,  it  appears  that  the  summary  arrests  on  view 
effected  by  constables  in  1870,  largely  exceeded  those  of  1869; 
there  being  an  increase  of  52  for  felonies  and  misdemeanours  against 
the  person,  of  204  for  felonies  and  misdemeanours  against  property, 
and  of  230  for  miscellaneous  misdemeanours. 

The  following  Table  affords  a  summary  of  the  information  on  this 
head: — 


I  ApprehOTBtons  and  Sum-  iS^glw^l  Commitments  to  Prteon. 


Offenoei. 


monaes  iaaned. 


OonrU. 


1869. 

18Y0. 

1870. 

]86d. 

1870. 

Felonies  against  the  person  - 

97 

125 

71 

50 

67 

Misdemeanours  ditto  - 

2.838 

2.445 

1.956 

333 

384 

Felonies  against  property 
Misdemeanours  ditto  - 

4,748 

3,714 

1.281 

1.176 

1.068 

2,632 

1,935 

1,061 

701 

650 

Miscellaneous  misdemeanours 

5,664 

5,124 

3,016 

494 

556 

Breaches  of  revenue  laws 

439 

184 

91 

8 

13 

Military  and  nayal  offences  - 

162 

93 

35 

216 

164 

16,480 

13,620 

7,511 

2.978 

2,902 

The  judicial  fines  paid  in  the  year  amounted  to  1,520Z.  12s.  2d. 

The  following  Table  shows  Uie  sentences  to  imprisonment  passed 
on  conviction  for  the  larceny  of  growing  crops,  and  the  cognate 
offence  of  theft  of  small  stock : — 
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1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

Larceny  of  growing  crops — Ist  conviction 
Ditto— 2nf1  or  subsequent  oonyiction  -           -     - 
Larceny  of  small  stock    -           -           .           - 

457 
269 
116 

881 

192 
83 

409 
167 
113 

562 
118 
107 

842 

656 

689 

787 

Javaioa. 


It  will  be  observed  that  in  1870  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  convictions  for  larceny  of  growing  crops.  It  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  tne  number  of  these  offences. 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  been  any  such  increase. 
The  convictions  of  old  offenders  in  this  line  are  greatly  reduced.  I 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  fact  of  a  previous  conviction  has 
been  more  fre(^uently  overlooked  in  1870  than  in  previous  years. 

Doubtless  with  a  more  perfect  system  of  registration  of  convictions 
(which  it  is  hoped  will  be  attained),  some  of  the  cases  treated  as  first 
convictions  would  have  been  transferred  to  the  list  of  repeated  con- 
victions. But  this  will  be  equally  true  of  previous  years.  So  far  as 
this  decrease  of  repeated  convictions  goes,  I  know  of  no  reason  for 
doubting  that  the  large  reduction  shown  in  1870  is  a  satisfactory 
feature. 

Inquiries  are  in  progress  into  the  system  adopted  for  ascertaining 
before  the  trial  of  every  prisoner  charged  with  an  offence  for  which  a 
second  conviction  is  punishable  with  whipping,  whether  he  has  been 
previously  convicted  of  such  an  offence ;  with  a  view  to  improving  the 
system  pursued  for  obtaining  such  information,  and  bringing  it  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  judge  before  sentence  is  passed,  if  such  improvement 
is  reauisite. 

Ot  the  2,902  persons  committed  to  the  several  prisons  in  1870, 
534  had  been  previously  in  prison,  being  a  percentage  of  18  '4  on  the 
total  number  of  committals. 

The  sentences  of  juvenile  offenders  to  the  Government  Reformatory 
in  1870  were  94,  against  56  for  the  previous  year. 

This  increase  is  on  account  of  greater  advantage,  in  the  case  of 
juvenile  offenders,  being  now  taken  of  the  Eeformatoiy  by  the 
magistrates  than  was  generally  taken  some  time  ago.  This  may  be 
partly  the  consequence  of  a  Government  circular  on  this  subject  issued 
after  the  Reformatory  became  a  Government  institution. 

The  Habitual  Criminals  Law  passed  in  1870,  as  above  noticed  in 
this  Report,  was  not  brought  into  operation  within  the  year. 

A  detective  branch  of  the  constabulary  has  been  constituted,  and 
placed  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  an  officer  selected  for 
the  purpose  from  the  London  detective  police.  The  care  of  the 
register  of  habitual  criminals  has  been  entrusted  to  this  officer.  But 
this  branch  of  the  constabulary  was  not  fully  constituted  until  after 
the  close  of  the  year  1870. 

AgricuUwral  Statidics. 

Of  the  total  acreage  of  the  Island  (estimated  at  2,720,000  acres), 
523,8061  were  assessed  as  under  cultivation  in  1870,  against  492,246 
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Jamaku,  fQj.  ^Q  prerious  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  area  of  cultivation 
_  is  annually  increasing  to  a  material  extent;   but  this  increase  of 

31,660  acres  within  the  year  cannot  be  relied  on  as  accurate.  It  is 
doubtless  in  some  measure  due  to  improvement  in  the  department  of 
collection.  On  the  whole,  however,  I  believe  that  the  above  statement 
of  the  cultivated  acreage  in  1870  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  approxima- 
tion to  the  truth. 

Quit  rent  was  paid  on  1,808^580^  acres  of  uncultivated  land  in  the 
year  1870 ;  the  number  of  acres  on  which  the  same  tax  was  paid  for 
the  preceding  year  being  1,138,205J.  Hie  remainder  of  the 
uncultivated  mnd  on  which  quit  rent  has  not  been  paid  consists  of 
unpatented  land  (mostly  of  little  value)  and  abandoned  properties. 

The  number  of  acres  reported  to  be  under  each  aescription  of 
produce  for  the  years  1869  and  1870  was  as  follows : — 


Bagaroane  ••••-• 

Coffee 

Ginger        ----.. 
Arrowroot        --.... 

Com 

Coooa  - 

Cotton 

Tobacco 

Pimento 

Ground  providonB  and  garden  yegetables 
Guinea  grass       -  .     - 
Common  pasture     •        .        -        .        . 
Common  pasture  and  pimento     • 


1869. 


47.440 
16,617 
150i 
65t 
760 
91} 
3 


110,705J 

222,790i 

48,501} 


492,2461 


47,6991 
18,599i 
106 

4a 

549 


491 
h(9| 
20| 


6 

45f 

6,902 

89.287i 

119,450i 

225,193 

65,896| 


523, 806^ 


There  is  no  doubt  that  for  some  years  past  the  attention  of  sugar- 
planters  here  has  been  given  rather  to  improvement  of  cultivation, 
than  to  increase  of  acreage  under  cane.  And  I  believe  that  within 
the  last  few  years  the  improvement  in  cultivation,  manufacture,  and 
general  management,  has  been  marked,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
planter.  Nevertheless  the  acreage  of  cane  cultivation  has  slightly 
mcreased.  The  loss  by  the  smSl  and  unprofitable  sugar  estates 
thrown  out  of  cultivation  has  been  somewhat  more  than  counter- 
balanced of  late  years  bjr  the  increase  of  profitable  cultivation.  In 
the  way  of  every  sort  of  improvement  there  is  still  very  much  to  do 
here ;  but  there  is  certainly  a  manifest  and  increasing  tendency  in 
this  direction. 

The  Collector-General  ffuesses  the  consumption  of  su^ar  within  the 
Island  at  about  6,000  hogsheads.  About  this  quantity,  uierefore,  may 
be  added  to  the  quantity  exported  in  any  year,  in  order  to  estimate  the 
actual  produce  of  the  year.  The  average  export  of  late  years  may  be 
taken  at  nearly  32,000  hogsheads.  This  calculation  would  give 
about  three-quarters  of  a  hogshead  as  the  average  produce  in  sugar 
of  an  acre  of  canes  in  this  Colony.  The  extreme  smallness  of  this 
return  is  owing  to  the  system  of  more  or  less  permanent  rattooning 
practised  in  several  parishes,  where  on  some  estates  a  complete  field 
of  yearling  plants  is  nardly  ever  to  be  seen ;  the  plants  that  fail  being 
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i^pkoed  yearly,  plant  by  plani  Of  course  the  produee  is  very  Jamaica. 
small;  but  so  also  are  Uke  expemes  and  the  risk;  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  some  that  the  floancial  result  of  this  cheap  system  (which 
avoids  the  chance  of  the  loss  of  a  field  of  young  plants  from  a  drought) 
is  good.  However  lliat  may  be,  the  practice  greatly  reduces  the 
average  produce  of  an  acre  of  caue  throughout  the  Colony. 

The  coflFee  cu-tivation  of  small  settlers  is  certainly  increasing, 
though  probably  not  so  much  as  l,982f  acres  in  one  year. 

Pimento  must  be  actually  increasing,  for  it  plants  itself  in  land 
left  to  nature ;  and  when  it  comes  to  some  years  of  age,  on  the  mere 
cleaning  of  the  ground  of  bush,  the  best  of  all  the  natural  grasses  in 
the  Island  springs  ip  spontaneously  around  the  pimento  trees ;  and 
the  pasturage^  which  was  worthless,  becomes  valuable.  Thus  the 
great  fall  in  the  price  of  this  fine  spice,  has  not  made  the  pimento 
tree  valueless. 

A  fair  degree  of  reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  aggregate  of  the 
miscellaneous  sorts  of  produce  raised  by  the  negro  settler,  as  shown 
above.  But  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  particulars.  Thus  it  is 
certain  that  the  area  in  cocoa  has  not  diminished  in  1870.  But  the 
returns  would  seem  to  show  the  destruction  of  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  trees.  The  explanation,  I  believe,  is  that  1870  was  a 
very  moist  year,  and  1869  a  very  dry  year.  In  the  one  year  many 
cocoa  plants  must  have  stood  alone  on  the  ground,  which  therefore 
could  only  be  declared  to  be  in  cocoa  cultivation.  In  the  other  year 
the  ground  around  the  permanent  plants  would  be  stuffed  as  full  as  it 
could  hold  with  every  sort  of  annual  produce,  in  negro  fashion,  and 
might  figure  in  the  returns  under  any  one-named  sort,  for  the  rate  of 
property-tax  is  the  same  for  all,  cocoa  included. 

Legidaiive  Cov/neil. 

Two  unofficial  members  were  appointed  to  seats  in  the  Council 
during  this  year.  Mr.  Eobert  Nunes,  Gustos  of  the  parish  of 
Trelawny;  and  Mr.  Charles  Boyes,  Gustos  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Anns.  The  appointment  of  these  two  gentlemen  makes  the  number 
of  unofficial  members  six ;  the  full  compliment  under  the  present 
Constitution. 

The  official  members  at  present  are  five.  The  full  complement  of 
official  members  is  six. 

HeaUh. 

The  Island  was  healthy  throughout  the  year.  The  superintending 
medical  officer  reports  as  follows : — 

"  The  general  health  was,  on  the  whole,  very  good ;  no  form  of 
epidemic  disease  having  prevailed  at  all  extensively.  Cases  of  yellow 
fever  were  admitted  into  the  public  hospital  throughout  the  year,  but 
the  disease  was  not  of  a  malignant  type. 

"The  subjects  of  this  malady,  with  two  or  three  exceptions  only, 
were  newly-arrived  European  sailors.  The  resident  population  was 
scarcely  at  all  similarly  affected.  During  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  vessels  arriving  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  were  subjected  to 
quarantine,  on  account  of  the  reported  prevalence  of  cholera  at  and 

0  2 
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Jamaioa,  5^  i\^Q  neighbourhood  of  that  city ;  and  in  the  month  of  June  a  ship 
arriving  from  New  York  with  small-pox  on  board,  was  detained  for 
14  days  in  the  quarantine  ground  off  Port  Royal,  before  h&ng 
admitted  to  pratique.  No  manifestation,  however,  of  choleraic 
disease  appeared  among  the  persons  who  arrived  firom  Cuba,  nor  did 
any  extension  of  the  small-pox  occur." 

Oeneral  Bemarks, 

The  most  interesting  event  of  the  year  was  the  layinj^  of  a  tele- 
graphic cable  between  Havana  and  Jamaica,  whereby  this  Island  is 
now  in  telej^phic  communication  with  Cuba,  the  United  States,  and 
Europe.  This  cable  was  laid  by  the  West  India  and  Panama 
Telegraph  Company,  to  whom  the  powers  of  the  International  Ocean 
Telegraph  Company,  for  the  purpose,  have  been  transferred.  The 
cable  is  landed  at  Holland  Bay,  in  the  parish  of  St  Thomas,  at  the 
east  end  of  the  Island,  whence  Uiere  is  a  land  line  to  Kingston.  But 
for  two  unfortunate  accidents  in  laying  the  lines,  we  should  ere  now 
have  been  also  in  telegraphic  communication  with  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  by  one  line,  and  with  Porto  Rico  and  the  chain  of  windward 
and  leeward  West  India  Islands  by  another. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  services  of  a  civil  engineer,  who 
has  acquired  experience  by  service  on  the  vast  irrigation  works  of 
India,  were  obtained  to  make  the  survey,  plans,  and  estimates  for  an 
irrigation  canal  from  the  Rio  Cobre  through  the  Spanish  Town  and 
Old  Harbour  savannahs,  which  I  believe  form  the  most  arid  plain  in 
the  Island.  If  it  be  permissible  to  name  so  very  small  a  thing  in  tiie 
same  sentence  with  so  very  great  a  thing,  I  may  describe  the  canal 
which  is  designed  as  being  a  Ganges  Canal  upon  an  exceedingly 
miniature  scale.  The  head  works  will  be  within  a  narrow  rodiy 
gully  from  which  this  small  river  debouches  upon  the  plain.  It  is 
believed  that  there  will  be  more  than  water  enough  for  25,000  or 
30,000  acres  of  land,  under  any  sort  of  cultivation,  including  sugar- 
canes.  But  the  description  of  this  project  will  find  a  place  in  next 
year's  Report 

The  perfect  tranquillity  of  the  Colony  was  undisturbed.  On  three 
occasions  it  was  considered  advisable,  by  way  of  precaution,  to  secure 
the  presence  of  parties  of  constabulary  at  the  execution,  by  officers  of 
the  district  courts,  of  writs  for  the  dispossession  of  squatters.  But  no 
resistance  was  attempted,  and  in  every  instance  the  writs  were  quietiy 
executed. 

(Signed)       J.  P.  Grant* 

3l8t  July,  1871. 
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BRITISH  HONDURAS. 


Bsinsii 

HOKDUBAS. 


No.  2.  No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut-Governor  Cairns  to  the 
Officer  Administering  the  Government  of  Jamaica. 

(No.  39.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Belize,  March  27, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870. 

Taxes  and  Duties. 

1.  These  were  the  same  in"^  their  nature  and  amount  as  the  taxes 
and  duties  levied  throughout  1869,  with  two  exceptions — ^a  remission 
in  the  one  case,  by  the  expiry  of  the  Land  and  Property  Tax  Act  on 
the  last  day  of  that  year ;  and  in  the  other  case  a  reduction,  by  the 
import  duty  on  unrated  articles  being  lowered  from  8  to  4  per  cent, 
with  effect  from  the  1st  pf  August,  1869. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

2.  The  groas  revenue  of  the  year  was  8165,154  60c.,  or 
33,030/.  18*.  hi.y  beinff  a  decrease  of  817,994  50c,  or  3,598/.  18^. 
on  the  previous  year.  The  explanation  is  to  be  mainly  sought  in  the 
abolition  and  reduction  of  the  taxes  and  duties  above  referred  to, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  exdse  duty  on  spirits,  in  a  change  in  the 
manner  of  dealing  with  spirits  manufactured  in  the  Colony,  and 
brought  for  export  to  Belize.  Until  August,  1869,  an  excise  duty 
was  levied,  and  a  drawback  allowed  upon  the  export,  whereas  such 
SfHTits  may  now  be  entered  for  export  without  paying  duty. 

3.  The  noticeable  items  of  increase  were  import  duties  and  immi- 
gration, the  latter  representing  the  recovery  of  arrears  due  to  Govern- 
ment bom  employers  of  immigrant  labour. 

4.  The  gross  emenditure  of  the  year  was  8131,100  50c.,  or 
26,220/.  2f.,  being  less  by  820,917  70c.,  or  4,183/.  10*.  lOd.,  than 
that  of  the  previous  year*  The  chief  items  of  decrease  were  the 
mail  service  (head  of  expenditure  "Post  Office  Department"), 
military  expenditure,  spedalgrants,  light  department,  ana  the  pay  of 
the  Immigration  Agents,  mth  rega^  to  tne  decrease  in  the  cost  of 
the  msdl  service  it  is  to  be  explained  in  this  way — a  new  contract  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  European  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 
Belize  took  effect  frmn  May  last,  at  the  rate  of  815,000  a  year ;  the 
latest  previous  contract  (for  the  service  of  the  same  line)  having  been 
at  tl^  rate  of  824,000  a  year ;  and  of  this  lower  subsidy,  one  month's 
allowance  was  forfeited  for  non-fulfilment  of  terms.  It  may  paren- 
thetically be  added,  that  the  contractors  have  complained  to  me  of 
being  subjected  by  their  engagement  to  a  constantiy  recurring  loss. 
Hie  contract  terminates  in  the  present  year  (1871).  The  military 
expenditure,  had  it  provided  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt  to  the  War 
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BsingH  Department,  ought  properly  to  have  been,  at  the  least,  as  great  as  in 
osDuttAs.  jggg^  ^  ^jjg  payment  then  made  repreeented  a  certain  provision  in 
partial  adjustaient  of  the  Imperial  claim,  and  left  6,945/.  3s.  Ad. 
still  due  (vide  last  year's  Report).  The  finances  would  not,  how- 
ever, admit  of  any  reduction  of  the  debt  being  effected ;  and  fiirther 
liabilities  were  contracted  in  consequence  of  the  frontier,  north  and 
north-west,  being  agitated  by  fresh  alarms.  The  item  of  ^'special  grants" 
represents  sums  of  money  BpedaUy  granUd  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  has  necessarily  varied  in  amount  irom  year  to  year. 
In  1870  it  included  a  refund  of  tonnage  dues  to  a  steamer,  and  a 
small  vote  to  a  medical  practitioner  for  services  rendered  during  a 
visitation  of  cholera.  In  the  light  department  the  saving  was  effected 
through  the  adoption  of  a  more  economical  method  of  obtaining 
supplies  of  oil.  The  decrease  upon  the  last  item,  that  of  immigra- 
tion, arose  from  the  fact  that  all  tuiyments  on  account  of  this  head  of 
service  were  discontinued  when  the  indentures  of  the  Chinese  immi- 
grants expired,  as  they  did  in  June. 

5.  The  items  of  increased  expenditure  were  mainly  (1)  those  con- 
nected with  the  disturbances  on  the  frontier,  such  as  providing 
barrack  accommodation  at  Corosal,  and  (2)  a  ccmsiderable  outlay  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Boads  (beyond  Belize)  as  compared  with  1869. 

6.  It  is  creditable  to  many  of  the  departments  of  the  public  service 
that  there  should  be  found  in  the  comparative  yearly  statement  of  the 
Colonial  expenditure  such  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  general  desire  to 
transact  their  business  with  a  careful  regard  to  the  avoidance  of  waste, 
and  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  thus  stating,  that  to  my  own  know- 
ledge this  course  has  been  taken  without  impairing  their  efficiency,  or 
otherwise  giving  rise  to  inconvenience. 

]?ublio  DAL 

7.  The  nature,  the  then  present  state^  and  the  prospects  of  the 
several  items  of  this  debt  were  fuUy  explained  in  my  earlier  Report, 
and  one  of  them  has  afaready  been  referred  to  in  the  present  paper  in 
relation  to  the  Colonial  debt  to  tiie  War  Department  incurred  in  and 
from  1867,  and  accruing  at  this  time.  Of  the  original  debt  of 
19,800/.  on  account  of  the  town  of  Belize  improvement  loan,  the  sum 
of  2,776/.  8*.  was  repaid  in  1870>  the  amount  of  the  loan  for  whidi 
the  Colony  was  still  liable  at  tlie  close  of  the  year  standing  at 
13,040/.  16*.  Of  the  original  debt  of  10,550/.  G*.  3d.  on  account  of 
the  immigration  loan,  no  part  has  yet  been  repaid.  The  debt  to  the 
General  i^ost  Office  continued  to  be  discharged,  by  arrangement^  at 
the  rate  of  1,000/.  a  year,  from  the  moiety  ot  the  subsidy  contributed 
by  the  Imperial  Government  in  aid  of  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
between  tlie  mother-country  and  Beluee,  vift  the  United  Static  llie 
moiety  during  1870,  under  the  new  contract,  was  as  nearly  as 
pos^ble  1^000/.  a  year. 

Leffistaiion. 

8.  Several  Acts  of  impmianoe  were  passed  in  1870*  Among  thotn 
an  "  Act  to  Amend  and  Consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Quaran- 
*'  Unei  **  an  '*  Act  for  ^  better  goveftiment  of  the  Coramon  OaoV 
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and  an  **Act  for  the  better  manj^ment  of  the  Public  Hospital,      Brtttsh 
«  Poor  House,  and  Asylum."  Honduius. 

Works  and  Buildings. 

9.  Very  marked  progress  was  made  with  the  erection  of  the 
masonry  wall  to  enclose  the  gaol,  so  that  I  fully  expect  that  this 
long-contemplated  work  will  be  completed  within  the  next  few 
months.  A  good  temporary  barrack  to  accommodate  50  men  was 
built  at  Corozal,  where  a  garrison  was  again  placed.  The  barrack 
building  has  been  so  substantially  constructed  that  it  ought  to  last, 
with  very  trifling  repairs,  for  at  least  ten  years  to  come.  Useful 
work  was  done  in  extending  and  improving  the  country  roads, 
although  much  remains  for  execution  in  future  years — the  popula- 
tion being  widely  scattered,  the  country  thinly  peopled,  and  the  river 
in  the  wood-cuttmg  days  of  Honduras  having  answered  every  purpose 
of  a  highway  for  conducting  the  timber  from  the  bush  to  the  wharves. 
Beyond  necessary  repairs  to  sundry  public  buildings,  no  other  works 
were  undertaken,  the  state  of  the  revenue  not  admitting  of  any 
heavy  outlay. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

10.  The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  was  184,3377.  128.$ 
being  ato  increase  of  33,148*.  16a.  as  compared  with  1869,  and  of 
6,653Z.  18*.  upon  that  of  ^1868.  Of  the  total  value,  the  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  131,3487.  45.  Q^d.  as  against 
95,7377.  2s.  %\d.  in  1869,  and  105,0997.  18*.  6^.  in  1868.  The 
value  of  the  exports  was  171,9877.  lis.  5^.(7,  being  less  than  in 
1869  by  3,0457.  85.  6^^.,  and  in  1868  by  31,6717.  9^.  0^(7.  Of  the 
total  value,  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to 
79,9257.  2*.  5irf.,  as  compared  with  91,7887.  85.  in  1869,  and 
115,4817. 12s.  in  1868.  The  excess  of  imports  over  exports  was 
52,989/.  7s.  l\\d.  The  intercolonial  trade  of  Honduras  is  insignifi- 
cant; not  so  its  trade  with  the  adjoining  Republics,  including  Mexico 
and  the  United  States,  the  imports  from  those  countries  being  valued 
at  52,9557.  8«.  4(7,,  of  which  the  United  States  contributed  by  far  the 
largest  share,  the  figures  being  45,5867. 168.  b\d.  In  1869  they  were 
46,2577.  9s.  S^rf.,  in  1868,  62,2467.  8s.  6i7.  The  exports  to  the  same 
countries  amounted  in  value  to  87,3587.  Is.,  and  to  France  to  4,6227. 8s., 
the  foreign  export  trade  showing  a  balance  of  39,0257.  Os.  8(7.  over 
imports  in  the  Colony's  favour,  and  being  of  greater  value  by  4,1137. 9s. 
than  in  1869,  although  less  by  8197. 7s.  6<7.  than  in  1868.  The  order  of 
custom  was  (1)  Spanish  Honduras  for  exports  valued  at  38,7537.  10s. ; 
(2)  the  United  States,  32,1697.  8s.,  against  17,1667.  8s.  in  1869, 
and  20,0857. 12s.  in  1868  ;  (3)  Guatemala,  7,666/.  3s. ;  (4)  Mexico, 
4,8477. ;  (5)  France,  4,6227.  8s.,  and  (6)  Nicaragua,  3,9227.  Of  the 
articles  ot  export  bona  fide  the  produce  of  the  Colony,  sugar  rose  to 
1,371  tons,  from  752  tons  in  1869,  and  762  tons  in  1868 ;  rum  to 
12,347  gallons,  from  4,766  and  3,300  in  each  of  the  earlier  years ; 
and  cedar  wood  to  91,934  feet,  from  37,869  and  88,958 ;  mahogany 
fell  to  1,345,656  feet,  from  3,498,391  in  1869  and  3,006,619  feet  in 
1868;  logwood  was  exported  to  the  quantity  of  9,166  tons,  being 
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hamm  about  100  tons  less  than  in  1868,  but  over  1,300  tons  in  excess  of  the 
ONDUBAS.  gjjjpmgjjt  Qf  1869,  and  commanding  a  better  price ;  molasses  taken 
by  the  United  States  fell  from  10,417^  gallons  in  1869  and  9,664 
gallons  in  1868  to  2,440  gallons.  The  export  of  cocoa-nuts  amounted 
to  180,263,  as  comi)ared  with  170,078  in  1869,  and  306,622  in  the 
previous  year.  Of  fustic  but  34  tons  were  exported,  against  66  tons 
m  1869  and  145  tons  in  1868.  In  lieu  of  the  blank  return  for  those 
years,  rosewood  formed  an  item  of  export  to  the  extent  of  142  tons. 
Finally,  186  turtle  were  shipped  at  the  quays,  or  above  the  usual 
number.  Summing  up  the  money  value  of  the  import  and  export 
trade  during  1870,  the  imports  specially  rated  (cattle,  cigars,  cocoa, 
coffee,  horses  and  mules,  lumber,  malt  liquor  and  cider,  spirits  and 
cordials,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  and  wines)  amounted  to  14,090/.,  and 
the  unrated  articles,  upon  which  an  ad  valorem  duty  is  paid,  to 
170,247/.  12^. ;  and  the  exports  to  69,977/.  10^.  5|rf.  as  the  value  of 
the  Colonial  produce  ;  and  102,010/.  Os.  llfrf.  as  that  of  the  imports 
transshipped  as  exports,  whether  first  mported  from  Europe  and  the 
United  States,  and  subsequently  exported  to  the  Central  Republics 
under  the  drawback  system,  or  first  imported  from  the  latter  countries 
and  subsequently  exported  under  the  same  system  to  the  former. 
Comparing  the  value  of  this  branch  of  the  trade  with  its  value  in 
1869  and  1868,  it  exhibits  an  increase  of  1,345/.  "5*.  0^.  upon  the 
figures  of  1869  (100,664/.  15*.  UidX  but  it  is  still  far  short  of  the 
value  returned  for  1868  (134,465/.  9s.  9d.).  Of  the  value  of  the 
transit  trade^  as  applying  to  merchandise  bona  fide  in  transit  via 
Belize  to  some  other  mart,  no  account  can  be  taken  in  the  Colony. 
A  duty  of  50  cents  or  2s.  is  levied  on  every  transit  package,  but  the 
nature  of  the  contents  of  any  such  package  need  in  no  case  be 
known. 

Sliipping. 

11.  The  return  under  this  head  for  1870  shows  the  amount  of 
tonnage  entered  to  have  been  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  1869,  but 
greatly  below  the  figures  for  1868,  and  the  amount  deared  to  have 
fallen  short  of  both  the  previous  years. 

Entered.  Cleared. 

1870         ...        28,102  tons.  26,624  tons. 

1869     ....        27,792    „  80,824    „ 

1868         .        •        .        31,424    „  80,911    „ 

Grants  of  Land. 

12.  There  were  166  acres  of  Crown  land  sold  in  1870  as  compared 
with  42  in  1869.  The  upset  price  is  at  present  10«.  per  acre,  but 
private  owners  are  sometimes  ready  to  accept  5«.  for  country  or 
ordinary  lots.  No  demand  exists  for  this  description  of  property,  nor 
do  I  see  how  it  is  likely  to  arise,  unless  the  population  should  be 
largely  increased  by  some  tide  of  immigration  naturally  setting  in.     ^ 

Oaols. 

13.  The  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  common  gaol  in  Belize 
at  Michaelmas,  1870,  was  46,  of  whom  two  were  whites  (males)  and 
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44  coloured  (males  and  females),  in  the  proportion  of  41  to  3.  The  Brttmh 
total  number  committed  to  this  gaol  during  the  whole  year  was  104,  ondukas. 
of  whom  seven  were  whites  (males,  and  chiefly  sailors).  The  largest 
number  in  confinement  at  any  one  time  was  50.  Tne  punishments 
for  offences  within  the  gaol  were  solitary  confinement  (36),  whipping 
(7),  and  putting  in  irons  (3),  all  being  inflicted  on  male  prisoners. 
No  cases  of  serious  illness  occurred,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
Strictly  penal  as  distinguished  from  remunerative  labour  was  not 
enforced  for  two  reasons :  the  one,  that  it  was  held  to  be  of  the  first 
importance  to  make  rapid  progress  with  the  construction  of  the  gaol 
wall  by  means  of  the  labour  of  the  prisoners ;  and  the  other,  that  it 
was,  as  it  remains,  essential  to'  the  nealth  of  such  a  town  as  Belize 
that  its  roads  and  streets  should  be  constantly  repaired,  and  its  drains 
be  deepened  and  cleansed.  To  do  these  things  by  means  of  hired 
labour  would  involve  an  amount  of  expenditure  which  the  Colonial 
finances  will  not  bear.  The  returns  for  the  district  prisons  at  Corozal 
and  Orange  Walk  in  the  north,  and  AUpines  in  the  south,  serve  to 
show  that  at  the  first-named  place  there  were  11  prisoners  in  confine- 
ment at  Michaelmas,  and  that  24,  of  whom  one  a  female,  was  the 
greatest  number  in  prison  on  any  one  day.  At  Orange  Walk  the 
figures  were  2  and  9,  and  at  Allpines  6  and  7.  Prisoners  committed 
for  over  three  months  are  as  a  general  rule  sent  to  Belize.  There 
were  no  deaths  in  the  district  prisons. 

14.  Of  the  graver  offences  committed  in  the  Colony  during  the 
year,  a  few  cases  of  cutting  and  wounding  may  be  noticed.  It  is 
generally  the  so-called  Spanish  or  Indian  half-breed  who  resorts  to 
wis  method  of  revenge;  or  else,  in  the  passionate  moment  of  a 
quarrel,  makes  as  free  a  use  of  his  macheat  (a  kind  of  cutlass)  as  the 
Malay  man  of  his  kris.  Other  serious  crimes  were  few ;  most  of  the 
committals  having  been  for  larceny  or  breach  of  contract. 

15.  In  proportion  to  their  numbers,  the  Chinese  immigrants,  of 
whom  not  more  than  200  remain  in  British  Honduras  at  this  time, 
were  the  greatest  offenders  under  both  of  these  heads ;  but  the  ship- 
ment which  arrived  some  years  ago  was  not,  it  must  be  confessed, 
a  fair  representation  of  the  agricultural  class  of  Chinese,  consisting  as 
it  did  of  seaport  loiterers,  and  vagabonds  from  Amoy.^ 

Charitable  ImtUutions. 

16.  The  number  of  cases  under  treatment  in  the  public  hospital, 
Belize,  at  the  beginning  of  1870,  was  6,  at  the  end  it  was  6.  The 
admissions  during  the  year  were  207,  of  which  176  were  males  and 
31  females.  Of  the  patients  discharged,  174  were  cured,  and  14 
relieved :  25  deaths  occurred.  There  was  but  one  case  of  yellow 
fever  treated  in  the  hospital  (in  January)  during  the  year,  and  no 
death  from  that  cause.  Of  the  eight  cases  of  phthisis  treated,  seven 
proved  fatal ;  but  these  were  in  the  last  stage  when  they  came  in. 
The  negroes,  here  as  elsewhere,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  this  disease. 

17.  The  hospital  building  is  as  unsightly  as  possible,  being  old  and 
weather-beaten  (it  is  a  wooden  structure)  in  all  its  parts.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  well  placed,  and  nothing  could  be  cleaner  or  more 
airy  than  its  wards. 
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^^*W""  18.  The  number  of  admissions  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  1870 

NDTOAfc    ^^  g^  ^jj  ^£  ^eiu  males.     One  death  occurred,  and  4  patients  were 

discharged.    There  remained  in  the  asylum  when  the  year  closed 

10  persons  of  unsound  mind — 6  being  males  and  4  females.     The 

number  at  the  same  period  of  1869  was  10. 

19.  The  poorhouse  contained  13  old  or  infirm  persons  on  the 
last  day  of  1870  as  compared  with  17  in  1869.  There  were  5 
admissions  and  5  deaths  during  the  year,  three  of  the  deaths  occur- 
ring among  the  new  admissions ;  three  of  the  paupers  were  remored  to 
the  public  nospital  for  medical  treatment,  and  one  was  discharged. 

20.  Although  every  attempt  is  made  to  provide  for  the  conSbrt  of 
both  lunatics  and  paupers,  the  buildings  in  which  they  are  housed  are 
in  the  last  degree  miserable.  My  Report  for  1869  referred  to  them 
as  a  standing  reproach  to  the  G)lony,  and  I  am  therefore  glad  to  be 
able  on  this  next  occasion  to  announce  that  there  is  every  prospect  of 
the  reproach  being  removed,  not,  indeed,  by  any  act  of  the  Colony, 
for  there  was  no  possibility  of  providing  sulmcient  funds,  but  by  the 
consideration  of  tne  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  placing  the  islet 
and  buildings  of  Fort  George  at  my  disposal,  and  thus  enabling  me 
to  make  what  1  trust  may  prove  excellent  arrangements  at  a  very 
trifling  cost 

Conelusion. 

21.  The  Legislative  Assembly  having  been  dissolved  in  November, 
1869,  when  within  a  few  days  of  the  completion  of  its  constitutional 
term  of  existence,  four  years,  the  general  election  was  held  in  the  fol- 
lowing month,  and  the  new  House  met  in  January,  as  required  by  the 
local  Act. 

22.  Two  measures  of  importance  which  were  brought  forward  by 
the  elected  members,  but  which  for  different  reasons  have  not  yet  be- 
come law,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House  during  the  first  session, 
and  one  of  them  during  the  subsequent  sessions  of  the  year.  These 
were  a  Church  Disendowment  Bill,  and  a  Bill  to  abrogate  the  exist- 
ing form  of  Constitution,  and  to  substitute  therefor  what  is  known  as 
the  Crown  Colony  system  of  government.  It  is  probable  that  the 
objects  contemplated  by  these  measures  will  be  attained  within  the 
next  few  months — a  very  general  concensus  of  opinion  having  de- 
clared itself  in  their  favour. 

23.  Frontier  disturbances  were  again  threatened,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  at  Orange  Walk  and  Corozal  of  an  armed  body 
of  Ycaich6  Indians,  the  troops  which  had  been  withdrawn  from  the 
latter  town  in  the  previous  month  were  hurried  up  in  April  to  protect 
the  traders  and  planters  of  the  Northern  District  from  further  moles- 
tation. 

24.  Confidence  was  soon  restored,  the  Indians  having  remained  in 
the  town  for  a  few  hours  only,  and  having  recrossed  the  Hondo  with- 
out committing  any  acts  of  violence  of  a  serious  nature. 

25.  In  view,  however,  of  the  necessity  for  assured  tranquillity  in  the 
district,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  proceed  with  the  development  of  its 
capacity  for  growing  sugar,  it  was  determined  that  for  the  present,  at 
least,  two  outpost  garrisons  should  be.  re-established,  one  at  Orange 
Walk  and  the  other  at  Corozal.    A  second  company  of  troops  of  tne 
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iftt  Weetliidia  Reeimetit,  which  had  been  temporarily  sent  to  Hon-     53rttish 
(luras,  was  t^tained,  barracks  were  built,  while  concurrently  with  these      ^^^^^ 
expensive  but  necessary  precautions  being  taken,  the  Frontier  Police 
Force  Act  was  allowed  to  expire. 

26.  The  two  Questions  must  inevitably  be  raised,  and,  if  possible, 
answered  before  long, — how  far  the  cost  of  this  kind  of  protection  can 
be  made  to  bear  a  fair  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  Colony  to  sup- 
port it,  and  how  far  a  well-manned  and  well-disciplined  police  force, 
which  pt-esumably  would  be  a  less  expensive  force,  could  be  entrusted 
with  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  would  be  likely  to  attract  to  itself  the 
prestige  which  is  possessed  by  a  company  of  soldiers,  would,  in  short, 
nave  the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  be  respected  and  dreaded 
by  the  Indian  tribes. 

27.  Foir  the  first  year  of  the  employment  of  the  second  company  of 
troops,  the  Imperial  Government  undertook  to  defray  the  normal  mili- 
tary charffes, — ^the  cost  of  such  barrack  accommodation  as  might  be 
required  ror  the  out-station  detachments,  as  well  as  of  movements  within 
the  Colony,  not  being  included  in  this  relief.  After  the  first  year, 
ending  25th  May,  I87I,  and  experimentally  for  two  more  years,  the 
second  company  will  be  furnished,  on  the  further  condition  of  an 
annual  contribution  by  the  Colony  of  40Z.  for  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  that  company  stationed  at  Honduras. 

28.  A  portion  of  St.  George's  Kaye,  the  old  seat  of  Government, 
was  transferred  to  the  War  Department  during  1870,  to  be  used  as  a 
military  sanitarium,  and  English  Eaye  was  given  over  to  the  Civil 
authorities  in  exchange. 

29.  St  George's  Kaye,  at  a  distance  of  about  9  miles  from  Belize, 
is  one  of  the  healthiest  spots  within  the  boundaries  of  this  Colony.. 
Formerly,  and  before  the  mainland  was  adopted  as  the  site  of  the 
chief  town  of  Honduras,  it  was  a  place  of  some  importance  ;  but  of 
late  years  it  is  seldom  visited  except  during  the  hot  weather,  when 
families  and  invalids  resort  to  it  for  bathing. 

30.  The  indentures  of  the  Chinese  immigrants  terminated  during 
1870,  when  all  expenditure  on  account  of  their  protection  ceased.  I 
have  elsewhere  referred  to  them  in  this  Report,  and  will  here  only 
state  my  belief  that,  in  regard  to  its  labour  supply,  the  hope  of  the 
Colony  ouffht  chiefly  to  rest  upon  that  natural  and  spontaneous  immi- 
gration which  should  gradually,  but  constantly,  bring  into  this  more 
settled  and  law-governed  territory  the  Yucatecans  and  other  neigh- 
bouring people,  wnose  lives  and  property  are  exposed  to  such  risks  and 
hardships  in  their  own  imperfectly-civilized  country  on  our  border. 

31.  This  kind  of  labour  costs  nothing  to  import,  nothing  to  super- 
vise, and  nothing  to  protect  beyond  the  general  means  of  protection 
supplied  to  all  residents  of  whatever  race ;  and  there  is  none  of  that 
restlessness  about  it  which  is  noticeable  in  the  case  of  the  Chinese, — 
the  Yucateco  bringing  his  family  and  making  himself  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  at  home. 

32.  The  public  health  was  excellent  throughout  the  year,  except 
on  some  parts  of  the  Hondo,  which  are  never  nealthy.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  I  think,  of  the  superior  healthiness  of  the  seaport  towns  of 
the  Colony  over  any  inhabited  district  of  the  interior.  The  all  but 
'constant  and  often  very  powerful  breeze  does  for  Belize  what  no 
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poamble  system  of  drainage  could  effect,  where  the  land  is  a  dead  level, 
and  little  better  than  a  swamp.  Most  of  the  town-streets  are  wide 
and  straight,  and  although  there  is  much  that  is  faulty,  and  in  the 
present  irreparable,  about  the  construction  of  the  canals  and  drains^ 
and  more  that  is  careless  or  unthinking  in  the  habits  of  the  people — 
Creoles  as  well  as  negroes — ^Belize  is  probably  as  clean  a  capital  as 
any  to  be  found  under  similarly  difficult  conditions  of  drainage  in  the 
tropical  west  It  has  a  new  and  bright  appearance  from  the  sea,  the 
wooden  houses  bein^  generally  painted  or  washed  in  some  light 
colour ;  and  while  without  the  pretensions  to  street  architecture  pos- 
sessed by  Kingston  (Jamaica),  there  is  none  of  that  foetid  squalor 
which  gives  su(£  an  uninviting  unwholesome  look  to  the  sea  approaches 
of  that  greatly  larger  and  wealthier  town. 

33.  An  inventory  of  the  contents,  not  being  private  property,  of 
the  Government  House,  Belize,  is  attached  to  the  Blue  Book,  as  well 
as  a  copy  of  a  Report  by  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Works  upon  the 
state  of  the  building  itself.  At  the  present  time  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  undertake  any  costly  or  elaborate  repairs. 

Sir  J.  P.  Grant,  K.C.B.  (Signed)  '     W.  W.  Cairns. 
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No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  President  Campbell  to  Governor  Sir 
J.  P.  Grant,  K.C.B. 

(No.  56.)  Government  House,  Grand  Turk, 

Sir,  September  15, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  returns 
of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870,  together  with  my  Report  thereon, 
also  copies  of  letters  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  auditor 
explanatory  of  the  delay  that  has  taken  place  in  preparing  these 
returns. 

I  have,  <&c., 
(Signed)        Melfort  Campbell, 
Governor  Sir  J.  P.  Grant,  K.C.B.,  President. 

&e.        Arc.        &c. 


Colonial  Sboretaby  to  President  Campbell. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Grand  Turk, 
Sib,  August  12, 1871. 

I   HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit,  in  duplicate,  the 
Blue  Book  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  for  the  year  1870. 
^   Although  completed  this  year  at  an  earlier  date  than  they  have 
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been  for  some  lime  past,  still  I  r^ret  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power      'Tvkes 
to  lay  these  returns  before  your  Honour  until  now.  ^ta,iSm^ 

From  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  auditor — on  whom  devolves  the        

compilation  of  the  greater  bulk  of  the  Blue  Book  returns — your  j^ 
Honour  will  perceive  "it  was  not  until  October,  1870,  that  tiie  office  — ^J^ 
'*  of  auditor  was  re-created,  and  that  consequentiy  three-quarters  of 
**  the  year  had  expired  without  any  of  the  work  appertaining  to  the 
^^  office  having  been  performed ;'"  hence  the  principal  delay. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  the  Circular  Despatdi,  dated 
Downing  Street,  7th  March,  1871,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  receive  from  you  in  May  last,  and  which  I  duly  forwarded  to  the 
auditor  for  his  information,  are  now  being  acted  on ; '  I  have  therefore 
every  reason  to  believe  that  for  the  future  there  will  be  much  less 
delay  in  the  preparation  and  transmission  of  these  returns  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case. 

I  have,  &c., 
President  Campbell,  (Signed)        Alexander  C.  Lowe, 

&C.     &c.    &c.  Colonial  Secretary. 


Sir,  Auditor's  Office,  Grand  Turk,  May  13,  1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  day's  date,  forwarding  to  me  for  perusal  (under 
instructions  from  his  Honour  the  President)  a  Circular  Despatch, 
dated  Downing  Street,  March  7th,  1871,  having  reference  to  the 
delay  generally  attending  the  transmission  of  the  Blue  Book  returns, 
and  requesting  from  me,  for  the  information  of  his  Honour  the 
President,  any  observations  I  may  desire  to  offer  in  explanation  of 
the  delay  in  the  transmission  to  your  office  of  the  returns  from  my 
department  for  the  year  1870. 

In  reply,  I  b^  leave  to  remind  his  Honour  that  I  was  not 
appointed  auditor  until  the  1st  October,  1870,  up  to  which  date  the 
office  had  remained  unfilled,  and  consequently  three-quarters  of  the 

J  ear  had  expired  without  any  of  the  work  appertaining  to  the  office 
aving  been  performed.  Since  my  assumption  of  the  duties  of  the 
office,  I  have  laboured  diligentiy  to  get  the  work  up,  and  have, 
moreover,  employed  a  person  to  assist  me. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Honour, 
that  the  returns  from  this  Department  are  in  a  fair  state  of  progress, 
and  will  soon  be  completed. 

Having  overcome  tne  difficulties  of  the  first  year,  I  have  no  doubt 
to  be  able  in  future  to  have  the  returns  ready  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  regulation. 

I  have,  &a, 
(Signed)        J.  C.  Crissom,  Auditor. 
Hon.  Alexander  0.  Lowe, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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BEPOBT. 
Duties,  Taxes,  Fees.   ^ 


The  revenue  of  this  Colony  is  derived  from  the  following  duties, 
taxes,  and  fees  : — 

1.  Import  duties. 

2.  4n  export  duty  of  one  halfpenny  for  every  bushel  of  salt 
exported. 

3.  An  ad  valorem  duty  of  10  per  cent  on  all  wood  exported  from 
the  Colony. 

4.  Lighthouse  dues  of  4d.  per  ton.,  payable  by  all  vessels  entering 
at  any  of  the  ports  of  this  Colony. 

5.  Auction  dues  of  2  per  cent  on  all  property  sold  by  public 
auction. 

6.  For  every  licence  to  retail  spirituous  liquors,  25Z.  per  annum, 
with  a  fee  of  SI.  additional  paid  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who 
transfers  the  same  to  the  Treasury. 

7.  For  every  licence  to  vend  wines  or  other  fermented  liquors, 
14/.  10«.  per  annum. 

8.  For  every  licence  to  keep  ice  refreshment  houses,  20/« 

9.  For  every  pilot  licence,  1/. 

10.  A  dog  tax,  1  dollar  and  1  dollar  and  a  half  per  annum. 

11.  For  every  licence  to  hawk  goods,  2/.  10$. 

12.  For  every  licence  to  deal  in  old  metals,  \l. 

13.  A  tax  of  2Z.  10s.  per  cent,  on  the  gross  sales  of  all  vessels  not 
registered  as  belonging  to  these  Islands,  but  sold  within  the  same. 

14.  Wrecking  licences,  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  so 
employed,  ranging  from  lOs.  to  21, 

15.  Various  fees  of  office  paid  into  the  general  revenue,  and 
collected  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  Registrar  of  Deeds,  by  the 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Ordinary,  by  the  police  and 
assistant  police  magistrates,  by  the  Colonial  Surveyor.  Fines  from 
the  Supreme  Court  and  fines  from  the  police  court,  pew  rents, 
postage,  and  Fost  Office  money  order  compiissions,  _, 

Finance  of  1870. 

The  financial  results  of  the  year  18*70  show  a  slight  falling  off  in 
the  general  revenue  as  compared  witli  1869.  The  total  receipts  for 
1870,  including  a  sum  of  391Z.  \ls.  9i.  received  firom  the  Crown 
chest  in  aid  of  the  general  revenue,  and  a  sum  of  2,000/.  borrowed  on 
debentures,  amounted  to  9,504Z.  4s.  6d!.,  whilst  the  expenditure  was 
9,725?.  188. 8i.,  thus  leaving  a  deficit  of  221?.  14«.  2d. ;  the  increased 
export  duty  levied  on  salt  last  year,  mainly  saving  this  Cobny  from 
being  further  involved  in  debt,  which  at  present  amounts  to  2,700?., 
borrowed  at  8  per  cent,  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  which  an 
increase  on  the  import  duties  has  been  resorted  to.  The  following 
Tables  show  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Colony  for  the  year 
1870.,  in  comparison  with  that  of  last  year,  1869. 
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For  the  year  1870:-  £     a.    d.  ^J^^™ 

Imports 8,874  17     3  ^jL^T^ 

Exports 1,707  11    7  ^TZT* 

Other  BOtiroes  of  reyenuo         -        -        •        -  1,530    3  11 

£7,112  12  9 
Beoeipts  from  Crown  Chest  in  aid  •  -  -  391  11  9 
Borrowed  on  Debentures  -        -        -        -    2,000    0     0 

Total  Beoeipts          -        -    -  £9,504    4    6 
Expenditure  for  1870 9,725  18    8 

Deficit £   221  14    2 

For  the  year  1869  :—   • 

£      8.  d. 

Imports 3,736     6  0 

Exports 1,379  10  4 

Other  sources  of  reyenue         -        -        -        -    2,052    2  8 

£7,167  19  0 
Beceipts  from  Crown  Chest  in  aid  -  -  -  461  12  9 
Borrowed  from  Public  Bank    -        -        -        -       700     0    0 

*  £8,329  11     9 

Balance  from  1868 662  18    6 

Total  Beceipts      -        -        -  £8,992  10     3 
Expenditure  for  1869 9,743  19  11 

Deficit £   751     9     8 

Quantity  and  Value  of  Salt  Exported  for  1870. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  and  value  of  salt  exported 
in  1870  from  the  various  salt-producing  islands  forming  this  Govern- 
ment : — 

Bushels. 

Grand  Turk    -        -        -         -        -        -     353,336 

Salt  Cay    -        -        -        -        -        -     -     286,408 

Cockbum  Harbour 206,322 

Total  bushels  for  1870  .    -        -    846,066 

the  declared  value  of  which  amounted  to  15,134^.  4^.  2c2.,  whilst  for 
the  year  1869  the  amount  of  salt  exported  was  as  follows : — 

Bushels. 

Grand  Turk 629,068 

Salt  Cay 877,756 

Cockbum  Harbour 304,520 

Total  bushels  for  1869        -        -  1,311,344 

the  declared  value  of  which  amounted^  to  26,063Z.  Is.,  thus' showing 
how  unfavourable  in  a  financial  point  of  view  the  year  1870  has  been 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


48 


BEPOBTS  EXHIBITIKa  THB  PRESENT  STATE 


TtTSKS 

JkND   GaIOOS 
ISLANDe. 


as  regards  the  value  of  our  sole  staple,  as  compared  with  the  year 
1869. 

4.  The  followiDg  Tables  show  the  comparative  value  of  the 
imports  from  and  exports  to  these  Islands  dunng  the  years  1869  and 
1870,  giving  also  tne  names  of  the  various  places  with  which  this 
Colony  has  commercial  dealings. 


Impobts  from 

1»69. 

18Y0. 

Increase.       |       Increase. 

United  Kingdom  - 
British  North  America  - 
British  West  IndieB  -   - 
Foreign  West  Indies    - 
United  States  -       -    - 

deiiu-       -       .       -/ 

£         i.      d, 

1,297    7  10 

481    7    3 

2,975    8    0 

8.907    6    2 

21,209  12    8 

20    0    0 

£         i.      d, 

3.396  10    5 

1,160    4    7 

2,831  17    0 

15.591  18    0 

12,853  11    4 

11    8    0 

£        t,     d.         £       9.     d. 
2,099    2    7         .... 
678  17    4,       ..      .. 

..      ..       1     625  11    0 
6,684  11  10         ..      .. 

..      ..         8,356    0  11 

..      ..                8  12    0 

£ 

34,873    1    6 

35,345    9    4   9.462  11    9   8.990    3  11 

Exports  to 


United  Kingdom  - 
British  North  America  - 
British  West  Indies  -  - 
Foreign  West  Indies  - 
United  States  -  -  - 
Central  America  - 


1869. 


£  9. 

36  19 

1,150    6 

2,581  14 

5,526    7 

26,072  11 

140  11 


£35,508  10    2 


1870. 


lDcre«8e. 


885  17 

797  10 

3,123    0 

18.971  17 

76    8 


18.854  14    8 


Decrease. 


£         9.     d. 

36  19    6 

264    7  11 

1,784    3  11 

2,403    6    7 

12.100  14    1 

64    3    6 


1 16.653  15    6 


Crown  Fund. 

5.  This  fund  is  chiefly  formed  by  a  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty 
on  salt  exported  from  these  Islands,  paid  oy  the  pond  proprietor  in 
lieu  of  rent  for  salt  pond  property,  from  which  source  alone,  during 
the  year  1870,  the  amount  collected  was  1,572Z.  lis.  8ti.,  against 
2,261?.  lis.  collected  in  1869,  at  the  end  of  which  year  the  balance 
then  remaining^  amounting  to  the  sum  of  1,523Z.  158. 5(2.,  was  carried 
over  to  the  credit  of  1870,  thereby  increasing  the  amount  for  that 
year  to  3,096Z.  Is.  Id.,  to  which  may  be  added  147Z.  ISa.  for  sales 
and  rent  of  Crown  lands,  &c.,  &a,  thereby  brining  up  the  total 
amount  of  the  Crown  Fund  collected  from  all  sources  during  the 
year  1870,  to  the  sum  of  3,244?.  Os.  Id. 

Exfpendiiure  of  Crown  Fund. 

6.  The  expenditure  of  this  fund,  which  has  been  permitted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  be  devoted  to  works  of  public  utility  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Colony,  was,  during  the  year  1870,  as  follows  : — 
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Tank  at  Public  Schools    - 
Repairs  to  buildings  - 
Roads,  streets,  and  bridges 
Tanks  and  wells 
Salaries  and  allowances    - 
Miscellaneous     - 


£     «. 

d. 

TCBIM 

60  17 

0 

AND    CaICM 

592  19 

4 

Islands. 

146    4 

0 

316     1 

4 

544    1 

3 

1,251     1 

6 

Total 


£2,911    4    5 


leaving  a  balance  of  332?.  15s.  8^.,  which  was  carried  over  to  the 
credit  of  the  Crown  Fund  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1871. 

Debt. 

7.  The  debt  of  this  Colony  amounts  to  the  sura  of  2,700/.,  of  which 
700Z.  wiis  borrowed  from  the  public  bank  at  8  per  cent,  in  1869, 
and  2,0i)0?.  borrowed  on  debentures  in  1870,  also  at  8  per  cent., 
and  taken  up  by  various  residents  in  this  Colony.  This  debt  was 
necessitated  by  financial  embarrassments  in  whicn  this  Colony  has 
been,  and  still  is  placed,  owin«f  to  our  sole  staple  bein^  no  longer  in 
demand  in  the  United  States,  consequent  on  the  heavy  protective 
import  duty  in  force  in  that  country. 

Legislaiion, 

8.  Nineteen  Ordinances  were  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  year  1870,  eighteen  of  which  received  the  Royal  assent.  Twelve 
Proclamations  were  also  issued,  but  as  neither  the  Ordinances  nor 
Proclamations  require  any  special  comment,  it  is  superfluous  to 
enumerate  them. 

Consuh. 

9.  The  only  changes  during  1870  in  the  Consular  Department  at 
these  Islands  were  the  arrival  here,  in  December  last,  of  Monsieur 
Heraux,  Consul  for  the  Haytien  Republic,  and  the  absence  on  leave 
of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  United  States'  Consul,  who  has  since  resigned  his 
appointment,  owing  to  his  being  transferred  to  a  consular  appointment 
in  Europe. 

Education, 

10.  Nothing  can  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  the  attendance  of 
pupils  at  the  schools  during  1870 ;  this  is  explained  by  the  poverty  of 
the  inhabitants  residing  at  Grand  Turk  and  Salt  Cay,  caused  by  the 
absence  of  trade,  and  at  the  Caicos  by  the  severe  drought  which 
reduced  the  inhabitants  to  a  state  of  serai-starvation.  I  issued  an 
order  that  all  fees  paid  by  the  parents  of  pupils  should  be  remitted, 
hoping  thereby  to  encourage  the  attendance  of  the  children,  but  all 
to  no  purpose,  as  at  the  three  salt-producing  islands,  the  poverty  was 
so  universiil  that  many  of  the  children  were  hardly  decently  clad,  and 
at  the  out  islands  their  parents  employed  them  in  collecting  shell-fish, 
herbs,  or  anything  with  which  to  stay  the  pangs  of  hunger,  food  for 
the  body,  under  such  circumstances,  being  of  far  greater  importance 
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than  food  for  the  mind.  The  outlay  of  700Z.  per  annum  for  education 
seems  excessive  con8iderin|r  the  size  of  the  Colony;  but  as  it  is 
broken  up  into  so  many  diirerent  islands  the  expenditure  of  so  large 
a  sum  is,  under  the  present  system,  almost  unavoidable. 

Crime. 

11.  The  conduct  of  the  people  generally  in  this  Colony  is  far  better 
than  one  would  find  in  an  Englisn  community  of  the  same  number. 
The  only  time  when  they  seem  completely  demoralized  and  incapable 
of  restraint  is  on  a  wreck  taking  place,  but,  I  believe,  a  few  severe 
examples  made  on  those  individuals  who  act^  in  the  slightest  respect, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  wreck-master  would  tend  materially  to 
check  the  existing  evil.  The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of 
summary  convictions  before  the  Police  Magistrate,  petty  debt  cases, 
and  convictions  in  the  Supreme  Court,  for  1870,  as  compared  with 
the  year  1869 :— 


1 

1       Tear. 

Summary 
ConvicUoDS. 

Petty  Debt, 
Caaea. 

Supreme 
Court. 

,       1869 
1      1870 

2i3 
227 

81 

74 

5 
7 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  average  weekly  number  of  pri- 
soners in  gaol  and  their  cost  of  maintenance  during  the  year  1870 : — 


No. 


15 


Goat  per  bead. 


Total  Coat  of 
each. 


Total  Goat  of 
whole. 


Food£9  2<. 

(being  3s.  6cf.  per  week). 

ClotLing,  155. 


£9  17«. 


£147  15«. 


Poor-hotise  and  Hospital. 
12.  Thirty-six  persons  obtained  relief  at  the  Poor-house  and 
Hospital  during  the  year  1870,  of  whom  twelve  died,  and  six  took 
their  dischai^,  leaving  eighteen  inmates  at  the  commencement  of 
1871.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  1870  for  the  Poor-house  and 
Hospital  amounted  to  491/.  158.  Id.,  out-door  relief  251.  &.  Con- 
sumption  and  rheumatism  are  the  prevailing  complaints.  A  few  cases 
ot  leprosy  have  lately  made  their  appearance  at  Salt  Cay,  for  the  cure 
or  wmcti  as  yet,  no  specific  seems  to  have  been  discovered,  unless 
rla!.?^  .u  ""^  ^^^  ''  cundurango  "  tree,  which  grows  in  Ecuador,  and 
thf  UnTtfd^^^^^^^         of  which,  experiments  are  now  being  made  in 

Pojmlation. 
Wand  in  18^  U  ffi'.^  ^'fiso'ta^-w'^^S^T.  S 
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be  seen  that  of  late  years  the  increase  of  the  population  has  not  been       Turks 

80  rapid  as  between  the  years  1850  and  1861.     There  is  no  doubt  ^^^^"^^ 

but  that  the  want  and  distress  lately  prevalent  here  has  been  the  cause        

of  this  decrease  and  has  led  to  emigration. 

General  Remarks. 

14.  My  Report,  as  to  the  state  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870 
must  be,  I  fear,  even  more  unfavourable  than  that  which  I  wrote  as  to 
its  condition  for  the  year  1869.  The  amount  of  salt  sold  and  the 
prices  realized  for  the  same  both  show  a  considerable  falling  off  for 
the  year  1870  as  compared  with  1869.  I  attribute  the  present 
depressed  state  of  the  finances  to  several  causes : — 

1st.  The  existing  protective  import  duty  on  salt  in  the  United 
States,  which  country  is  the  chief  consumer  of  our  sole  staple. 

2ndly.  The  late  European  war,  which  has  caused  a  considerable 
amount  of  tonnage  havmg  been  diverted  to  Europe,  as  provision 
freights  thereto  would  be  more  profitable  than  salt  cargoes  from  this 
Colony. 

3rd.  The  experimental  reduction  of  the  export  duty  on  salt,  in  the 
year  1869,  at  the  earnest  request  and  petition  of  certain  residents  in 
this  Colony,  without  the  substitution  of  any  other  tax  in  lieu  thereof. 
(This  present  rate  of  export  duty  having  been  in  force  during  the 
first  four  years'  existence  of  this  Government,  and  the  five  years  pre- 
vious to  1869,  during  which  periods  more  salt  was  sold  than  when 
such  duty  was  reduced  by  one-half,  thereby  showing  that  the  export 
duty  in  no  way  affects  the  demand  for  our  staple.) 

4th.  The  hurricane,  in  the  year  1866,  which  swept  over  these  Islands, 
inflicting  most  severe  damage  to  every  sort  of  property,  and  almost 
ruining  the  salt  pond  proprietors. 

5th.  The  rising  into  existence  of  new  salt-producing  localities,  which 
has  tended,  in  a  great  measure,  to  lower  the  price  of  our  salt,  and 
divert  the  trade  from  these  Islands. 

6th.  Regular  steam  communication  between  St.  Domingo  and  the 
United  States,  thereby  causing  a  falling  off  in  our  export  trade  to  St 
Domingo  of  dry  goods  and  liquors;  which,  during  the  years  1863, 
'64,  '65,  '66,  amounted  to  over  80,000/.  All  these  circumstances 
combined  have  so  tended  to  depress  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Colony  that  bankruptcy  seems  imminent,  and  until  the  trade  revives, 
or  unless  the  expenses  of  this  Government  be  still  further  reduced, 
my  yearly  Beports  as  to  its  condition  cannot  be  regarded  in  any  other 
light  than  most  unfavourable.  In  addition  to  the  stagnation  in  our 
trade,  this  Colony,  in  1870,  was  visited  with  unusual  drought,  which 
destroyed  the  crops  at  the  Caicos,  the  inhabitants  of  which  place  were 
at  one  time  in  a  complete  state  of  starvation,  necessitating  my  sending 
them  supplies  of  rice  and  corn  meal.  At  Grand  Turk  even,  for  a 
short  period,  there  was  not  a  barrel  of  either  flour  or  corn  meal  to  be 
procured,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  to  resort  to  the  prickly 
pear  buds  and  fish  (the  latter  not  always  procurable)  in  order  to  pre- 
serve life.  I  may  mention  that  the  &ovemment  officers  fared  but 
little  better  during  such  period,  owing  to  the  absence  of  every  sort  of 
provision  in  the  stores,  the  merchants  being  prevented  from  importing. 
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""  Turks       as  they  were  unable  to  collect  the  amounts  owing  them,  there  being 
^  UL\sm^   "^  money  in  the  Colony,  in  consequence  of  our  sole  staple  being  no 
—        longer  in  demand  in  the  American  market     I  regret  I  am  unable  to 
report  much  improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs  since  that  period. 

15.  As  regards  taxation  in  this  Colony,  which  averages  about 
19s.  7'id,  per  head,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  present  system  is 
capable  of  improvement,  though  I  doubt  the  advisability  of,  at  present, 
effecting  any  radical  change.  We  have  here  a  group  of  many  islands, 
three  of  which  are  solely  salt  producing,  and  being  some  distance 
from  each  other,  require  separate  ports  of  entry  at  each,  with  the 
usual  staff  of  official  residents.  The  other  islands  that  do  not  pro- 
duce salt,  form  a  refuse  for  wreckers,  idlers,  and  squatters  on  private 
and  Government  lands,  the  productiveness  of  which  is  yearly  being 
diminished  by  their  lacking  the  knowledge  necessary  to  pursue  agri- 
culture in  a  methodiciil  and  remunerative  manner.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  corn  and  ground  provisions  might  be  raised  at  the 
lower  Caicos  amply  sufficient,  in  ordinary  seasons,  to  supply  the 
markets  of  the  three  salt-producing  islands,  but  whether  it  be  owing 
to  the  ignorance  or  apathy  of  the  agriculturists  (if  I  dare  venture  to 
distinguish  them  by  that  name),  they  seem  to  think  they  have  done 
all  that  be  requisite,  if  they  succeed  in  procuring  provisions  enough 
for  the  support  of  themselves  and  families  for  a  portion  of  the  year, 
and  they  are  only  driven  to  exert  themselves  and  bring  up  produce 
to  our  markets  when  they  re(^uire  a  few  dollars  to  buy  clothes  or 
indulge  themselves  in  the  luxuries  of  spirits  and  tobacco.  Over  these 
poor  folks  but  little  supervision  can  be  exercised,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
these  out-islands  are  at  present  a  source  of  weakness  to  this  Government 
Attempts  have,  at  various  times,  been  made,  by  my  predecessors  in 
office,  to  induce  these  people  to  locate  themselves  at  one  spot  and 
form  an  agricultural  community,  but  the  chances  of  wrecking,  and  the 
facilities  which  they  have  of  settling  wherever  they  please,  free  from 
paying  rent,  free,  moreover,  from  restraint  or  supervision  of  any  sort, 
prove  far  too  attractive  for  any  attempt  to  be  successful  to  induce 
them  to  devote  themselves  steadily  to  rearing  stock  and  ground  pro- 
visions— the  consequence  is,  the  three  salt  producing  islands  of  the 
Colony  are  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  foreign  importation  for 
the  necessaries  of  life,  which  I  regret  to  say  are  at  present  somewhat 
heavily  taxed. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.  bhitmh 

Guiana. 


No.  4,  No,  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Scott  to 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

(No.  147.) 

Government  House,  Greorgetown,  October  14, 1871. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  — ^ 
for  the  past  year,  1870,  together  with  my  Report  thereon. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that,  although  no  augmentation 
has  been  made  in  the  imposts  from  which  the  revenue  of  the  Colony 
13  derived,  the  amount  collected  exhibits  a  large  increase  over  that 
of  any  previous  year.  The  total  revenue  of  tlie  past  jear,  to  which 
the  Keport  refers,  reached  the  sum  of  354,130/.,  exhibiting  an  in- 
crease of  42,753/.  over  the  revenue  of  the  previous  year,  and  an 
increase  of  63,24i)7.,  if  compared  with  the  revenue  collected  in  1868. 
By  a  reference  to  the  comparative  yearly  statement  of  the  revenue, 
it  will  be  seen  that  of  this  increase  35,639Z.  is  due  to  the  Custom 
dues,  and  6,573/.  to  retail  spirit  licences.  The  other  items  of  re-  ^ 
venue  show  only  a  slight  variation  from  the  sums  collected  under 
them  in  the  year  1869. 

The  expenditure  of  the  past  year  amounted  to  a  turn  of  32.3,855/., 
being  28,275/.  less  than  the  revenue,  thus  leaving  a  large  balance  on 
hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Cammerce. 

Imports, — ^The  value  of  the  imports  is  given  at  1,897,098/.,  show- 
ing an  increased  value  of  324,822/.  compared  with  the  importation 
of  1869.  Of  this  increase  237,960/.  is  due  to  an  augmentation  in 
the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  ;  89,843/.  in  the  imports  from 
other  Colonies,  and  24,711/.,  in  these  from  foreign  States.  Tiie 
value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  is  less  by  a  sum  of 
27,693/.  than  in  the  previous  year,  1869. 

Exports. — The  exports  also  exhibit  an  increase  of  219,408/.,  tbeir 
aggregate  value  being  2,383,422/.  against  2,164,014/.  of  the  former 
year.  As  stated  in  a  former  Report,  the  industry  of  the  Colony  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  production  of  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  the 
sugar  alone  forming  four-fifths  of  the  value  of  the  entire  exports ; 
and  from  an  inspection  of  the  following  Table,  which  exhibits  a  sum- 
mary of  the  exports,  compared  with  those  of  1869,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  is  entirely  due  to  the 
greater  quantity  of  sugar  and  rum  manufactured;  all  the  other 
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Bmtmii     articles  of  export,  with  the  exception  of  a  trifling  increase  under  the 
GriANA.     YieaA  of  cocoanuts,  showing  a  falling  off: — 


1869. 


Increwe  or  Decreaae, 


£ 

Bugar 1,545,995 

Rum 298,637 

Molassee       ...        -  141,012 

Timber 15,014 

Shingles        -        -        -        -  7.994 

Charcoal 3,993 

Cotton 5,575 

Coconnuts 2.204 


1,803,916 
312.443 
121,783 
8,325 
5.733 
2.923 
1,299 
2,488 


257,921  inerease. 

13,90(5  increaae. 

19,229  decrease. 

6,689  decrease. 

2,261  decrease, 

1,070  decrease. 

4,276  decrease. 

284  increase. 


Exports  of  minor  local  proO 
ducts,  &c.  -        -        -        -f 


ucts, 
Total  exports 


2,020,324 
143,690 


2,258.910 
124,512 


238,586  increase. 
19,178  decrease. 


-    £2,164,014         2,883,422         219,408  increase. 


The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  quantities  exported, 
and  the  increase  or  decrease  compared  with  the  previous  year : — 


Pngar  (hogsheads)- 
Rum  ^puncheons) 
Molasses  (puncheons) 


Inorase  or  DecresM. 


18,833  increase. 
5,845  increase. 
8,033  decrease. 


They  were  distributed  «8  follows : — 

Sugar. 


To  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  value  of 
„   the  United  States                  „ 
„   Foreign  States                       „ 
„   Colonies                                 „ 

£ 

-  1,024,768 

-  697,180 

5,082 
76,886 

Bum. 

To  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  value  of 
„  the  United  States                  „ 
„   Foreign  States                       „                   .  - 
„   Colonies                                  „ 

£ 

281,267 

I           6,463 
.    -         24,713 

Molasses. 

To  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  value  of 
„   the  United  States                  „ 
„    Foreign  States                      „ 
„   Colonies                                 „ 

45,180 

.    .         36,489 

15,328 

.    -         24,785 

Compared  with  the  year  1869  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in 
tho  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Su^r  exhibits  an 
^.^re^c:e  of  211.142Z.,  rum   19,635Z.,  and  molasses  34,813Z.     The 
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eicports  to  the  United  States,  the  only  other  market  of  note,  also      Bbitiwi 
show  an  increase  in  sugar  to  the  value  of  13,035?. ;  but,  on  the  other      ^^^^' 
band,  there  is  a  diminution  to  the  value  of  61,747?.  in  the  export  of 
molasses. 

Shipping. — ^The  return  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
which  have  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  does  not  differ 
materially  from  that  of  1869.  The  total  number  of  ships  entered 
was  974,  representing  a  tonnage  of  212,631  against  929,  equal  to 

tonnage  of  198,306  in  1869. 

Pvhlic  DM. 

ITie  public  debt,  arising  from  loans  borrowed  under  various  Ordi- 
nances, amounted  to  a  sum  of  582,423?.  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1870.  Of  this  debt  the  revenues  of  the  Colony  have  to  provide  for 
the  ultimate  discharge,  by  means  of  sinking  funds,  of  a  sum  of 
257,333?.,  the  balance  of  325,090?.  being  composed  of  sums  bor- 
rowed on  account  of  immigration,  the  corporation  of  Georgetown, 
&C.,  the  interest  and  capit^d  of  which  are  payable  by  the  respective 
parties,  the  Government  having  onlv  guaranteed  these  loans. 

Durinff  the  past  year  70,000?.  of  the  loan  raised  under  Ordinance 
No.  8  of  1850,  and  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, was  paid  off,  leaving  only  a  sum  of  180,000?.  outstanding,  the 
whole  of  which  will  he  discharged  in  the  year  1874.  A  sum  of 
17,000?*.  was  raised  under  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1869,  for  the  con- 
struction of  public  works. 

The  amount  due  by  planters  for  advances  made  on  account  of 
immigration  is  less  by  a  sum  of  13,400?.  than  at  the  close  of  1869. 

The  outstanding  liabilities  on  account  of  the  loans  made  to  the 
Corporation  of  Georgetown  have  also  been  reduced  by  a  sum  of 
1,917?. 

The  result  of  these  changes  is  a  reduction  in  the  aggregate  debt 
during  the  last  year  of  a  sum  of  67,516?.  The  aggregate  amount 
on  the  31st  of  December  last  being  582,423?.  against  649,939?.  at 
the  close  of  the  previous  year. 

Immigrcdion. 
The  extension  now  taking  place  in  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar- 
cane gives  rise  to  an  increasing  demand  for  immigrants.  In  the 
season  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1870,  indents  were  made  by  the 
planters  for  5,545  Indian  immigrants  and  1,870  Chinese;  and  I 
may  add  that,  for  the  season  ending  in  June  of  the  present  year, 
mdents  were  made  for  no  less  than  8,235  Indian  immigrants  and 
1,390  Chinese.  Owing  to  the  misunderstanding  with  the  Chinese 
Government,  no  immigrants  are  now  to  be  obtained  fi'om  Chine,  and 
it  cannot  be  expected  that,  with  every  possible  exertion  made  in 
India,  so  large  a  number  as  that  for  which  the  planters  have  applied 
could  be  obtained  in  any  one  year.  This  large  demand  for  labour 
may,  however,  be  accepted  as  a  satisfactory  indication  of  the  progress 
being  made  in  the  production  of  the  one  great  staple  export,  upon 
the  prosperity  of  which  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony  may  be 
laid  almost  wholly  to  depend. 
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BnrnsH  'J'he  number  of  immigrants  brought  tcom  India  during  the  season 

CriANA.  ending  June  30th  of  the  past  year  was  unusually  large,  being  equal 
to  5,673  statute  adults,  and  exceeding  by  1^717  the  number  ob- 
tained in  the  previous  year.  The  total  cost  of  the  introduction  of 
these  immigrants  was  102,563/.,  being  a  mere  fraction  short  of  201 
per  caput. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  immigrants  who  have  now  com- 
pleted their  industrial  residence  of  ten  years,  it  may  be  expected  that 
each  year  a  vessel  will  be  required  to  provide  passages  for  return 
immigrants,  although  it  is  estimated  that  only  about  20  per  cent,  of 
the  number  introduced  avail  themselves  of  this  right.  The  ship 
'Ganges'  left  in  September  with  return  immigrants  on  board  equal  to 
373  statute  adults.  It  is  estimated  that  these  people  had  money  and 
ornaments  in  their  possession  of  the  value  of  2,420?.,  and  remittances 
were  made  to  India  on  their  account  equal  to  a  sum  of  9,870Z. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  number  of  immigrants  residing  on  the 
sugar  estates  was  49,443,  against  44,825  at  the  close  of  the  prevk>us 
year.  Tlicse  consisted  of  24,909  male,  and  9,429  female  Indian 
immigrants ;  and  4,778  male,  and  536  female  Chinese  immigrants, 
all  under  indenture.  Those  not  under  indenture  were  5,098  male, 
and  3,359  female  Indian  immigrants ;  and  944  male,  and  390  female 
Chinese  immigrants. 

During  the  year  the  following  immigrants  re-indentured : — Indians 
entitled  to  return  passages,  1,937;  not  entitled,  1,895;  and  Chinese, 
1,387;  making  a  total  of  5,219.  The  bounties  paid  on  these  re- 
indentures  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  54,114/. 

The  average  rate  of  mortality  among<t  the  immigrants  residing  on 
the  estates  was  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  1869,  beingr  during  the 
past  year  3*06  percent,  and  in  the  previous  year  2*11  per  cent. 
Considering  that  the  rate  of  mortality  is  almost  necessarily  higher 
amongst  those  newly  amved  in  the  Colony,  and  that  this  swells 
somewhat  the  general,  or  what  may  be  termed  the  ordinary  death- 
rate,  the  mortality  amongst  the  immigrants  cannot,  I  would  submit, 
be  regarded  as  unfavourable.  The  average  rate  of  mortality  cal- 
culated on  the  entire  population  of  the  Colony  during  the  same  period 
is  given  by  the  Registrar- General  at  2'  90  per  cent.  I  will  only  add, 
that  great  exertions  are  now  being  made  to  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  people  living  on  the  estates  by  the  building  of  new 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  old  hospitals ;  by  the  erection  of  dwellings 
on  plans  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  habits 
of  tliese  yeoflie  ;  by  greater  attention  to  drainage  ;  and  by  inculcating 
greater  habits  of  cleanliness  amongst  the  immigrants ;  all  of  which, 
it  9iay  be  hoped,  will  not  only  promote  the  comfort  of  the  people, 
but  tend  to  lessen  the  death-rate.  It  is  but  just  that  I  should  state 
that  the  Government  in  these  efforts  are  liberally  supported  by  the 
J.Ianagers. 

Public  Works. 

Under  this  head  a  large  amount  is  annually  expended,  the  greater 

portion  of  which  is  for  minor  works,  and  repairs  to  existing  buddings, 

and  does  not  call  for  any  special  remarks.     Amongst  the  larger  items 

1  may  enumerate  an  expenditure  of  4,242/,  on  the  continuation  of  the 
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sea-wall ;  2,996/.  on  building  a  new  police  barracks  in  Georgetown ;     Britk^u 
945/.  in  providing  additional  accommodation  in  the  almshouse ;  and        ^^'^• 
1,691/.  on  the  hospitals.     The  total  expenditure  for  public  works  was 
22,261/. 

Under  Roads  and  Bridges  the  annual  expenditure  is  always  small, 
arising  from  the  circumstance  that  the  system  in  force  in  the  time  of 
the  Dutch  is  still  continued,  which  requires  each  proprietor  of  the 
estate  through  which  any  portion  of  a  public  road  runs  to  keep  it  in 
repair  at  his  own  cost.  The  system  is  not  one  which  can  be  com- 
mended. The  Government  has,  therefore,  only  to  repair  such 
portions  of  the  roads  as  run  through  public  property.  The  total 
expenditure  incurred  did  not  exceed  1,661/. 

Legidcdion. 

Twenty-one  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  past  year ;  of  these 
the  following  are  of  most  general  interest : — 

Ordinance  1  of  1870  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  practice  of  allowing  the  refuse  from  distilleries,  usually  called  lees, 
to  flow  into  and  remain  in  the  open  trenches,  which  in  this  Colony 
surround  and  intersect  all  the  sugar  estates,  a  practice  which  not  only 
created  a  nuisance  but  was  prejudicial  to  the  general  health.  By 
this  Ordinance  the  managers  are  compelled  to  carry  the  lees  into  the 
sea  or  the  river,  as  the  case  may  be ;  or,  where  this  is  not  practicable, 
into  lees-ponds  authorized  by  an  annual  licence.  The  Ordinance  has 
already  proved  beneficial,  and  will,  no  doubt,  gradually  bring  about  a 
greater  abatement  of  this  nuisance. 

Ordinance  No.  3  of  1870  transferred  to  the 'West  Indian  Tele- 
graph Company  the  privileges  granted,  by  an  Ordinance  passed  in 
18G9,  to  the  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company.  Under  this 
Ordinance  the  Colony  pays  to  the  Company  an  annual  subsidy  of 
3,000/.  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  on  the  condition  of  a  telegraphic 
line  being  established  between  this  Colony  and  the  United  States, 
and  connecting  therewith  the  various  West  India  Islands.  I  may 
here  state  that  this  work,  important  both  in  a  political  and  commer- 
cial point  of  view,  is  now  nearly  completed,  the  only  link  wanting 
being  between  Porto  Rico  and  Jamaica. 

Ordinance  4  of  1870,  to  regulate  the  practice  of  quarantine.  The 
object  of  this  Ordinance,  a  draft  of  which  was  prepared  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  is  to  bring  into  practice  throughout  the 
Colonies  a  uniform  system  of  quarantine. 

Ordinance  No.  12  of  1870.  Arrears  of  business  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Criminal  Justice  have  frequently  and  unavoidably  accumu- 
lated, and  this  Ordinance  was  passed  to  provide,  in  some  degree,  a 
remedy,  by  authorizing  during  any  session  two  courts  to  be  held 
simultaneously,  presided  over  by  separate  judges. 

Ordinance  No.  13  of  1870  to  amend  and  make  uniform  the 
promissory  oaths  required  to  be  taken  as  a  qualification  for  the  exer- 
cise and  enjoyment  of  offices  and  other  civil  rights.  This  Ordinance 
was  passed  in  order  to  brin^  the  form  of  promissory  oaths  in  this 
Colony  into  conformity  with  those  required  by  recent  legislation  to  be 
taken  in  England. 
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Ordinance  No.  18  of  1870.  This  Ordinance  was  passed  to  repeal 
a  former  Ordinance,  No.  10  of  1858,  for  making  provision  for  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  lepers.  The  opinion  formerly  entertained 
on  the  nature  of  the  disease  of  leprosy,  presumed  that  the  seclusion  of 
persons  afflicted  with  this  loathsome  malady  was  required  for  the 
public  good.  Recent  and  more  accurate  study  of  leprosy  has  shown 
that  it  is  in  nowise  contagious,  and  the  jn'esent  Ordmance  has  been 
enacted  to  conform  to  this  altered  opinion.  The  Leper  Asylum  is  now 
placed  under  the  sole  control  of  the  Governor,  and  none  can  be  admitted 
without  his  written  authority.  The  asylum,  in  short,  is  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  almshouse,  where  those  who  are  afflicted  with  the  disease 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  incapable  of  supporting  themselves  by  their 
own  labour,  are  taken  care  of  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government     No  persons  are  now  admitted  except  at  their  own  desire. 

The  other  Ordinances  relate  either  to  finance  or  to  matters  having 
only  a  local  interest  or  application. 

Pensions. 

Two  pensions  have  lapsed  by  the  death  of  the  holders  during  the 
year  1870,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  sum  of  424/.  0«.  4d, 
Another  pensioner  has  been  added  to  the  list,  who  receives  90/.  per 
annum.  A  decrease  of  334/.  0».  4d.  has  therefore  been  made  under 
this  head  of  Service. 

Population. 

The  returns  under  this  head  give  the  population  ascertained  by  the 
last  decennial  census  of  1861,  and  are  of  no  value  in  a  statistical  point 
of  view.  The  population  since  that  time  has  greatlv  changed  in 
many  respects  by  the  immigration  irom  India,  China,  Madeira,  and 
Barbados,  but  no  accurate  statistics  could  be  given  on  this  subject ; 
and  it  is  the  less  necessary  to  attempt  any  calculation  to  estimate  the 
real  number  and  character  of  the  resident  population,  as  the  census 
taken  during  the  present  year  will,  on  its  compilation,  afford  accurate 
and  full  information  on  this  point 

Savings  Banks. 

The  total  amount  of  the  deposits  on  the  31st  of  December  was 
83,454/.  11«.  10(/.,  against  63,305/.  17&  b\d.  on  the  31st  December, 
1869.  The  number  of  depositors  was  4,792  against  3,774  of  the 
former  year.  The  following  Table  exhibits  the  number  of  depositors 
and  the  amount  deposited  by  each  class  of  the  population,  compared 
with  1869  :— 


Indian  Immig^nts  - 
Giiinetje  Immigrunts 
Portuguese 
Creoles  and  others 

Total 


1869. 


No.  of 
Depusitors. 


Amonnt  '     No.  of 
Deposiied.  Depoeftore. 


I  Amount 
Deposited. 


I  Increase  or  Decrease 
I         of  Deposits. 


14,228  increase. 
129  increase. 
1,649  decrease. 
7,440  increase. 


20,148  increase. 
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It  is  a  satisfactory  feature  in  this  return  to  find  that  the  Indian  BbtttshI 
immigrant  depositors  have  increased  in  number,  and  that  the  aggregate  Guiana. 
amount  of  their  investments  in  the  savings  hanks  exceed  those  of  the 
previous  year  by  a  sum  of  14,228?.  The  Chinese  depositors  remain 
much  the  same  as  before,  both  as  to  number  and  the  amount  deposited 
by  them.  There  has  been  a  falling  off  as  regards  the  Portuguese, 
but  this  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  circumstance  that  these 
people  are  accustomed  to  hoard  their  savings,  and  then,  when 
sufficient,  embark  them  in  some  small  trade.  I'he  number  of  Creole 
depositors  is  greater,  and  the  aggregate  sum  deposited  by  them  is 
7,440Z.  over  the  amount  to  their  credit  at  the  close  of  1869. 

The  sum  of  16,387?.  IO5.  was  provided  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
support  of  education,  and  was  distributed  as  follows : — 

Queen's  College  Grammar  School        -        -        - 
Bishop*8  College    -        -        -        -        -        -    - 

Boman  Catholic  Gnunmar  School        ... 
Boman  Catholic  Orphan  School      -        -        -    - 

Support  of  training  master  and  pupil  teachers  • 
In  aid  of  repairs  to  school  honse  and  school  books 
In  aid  of  the  General  Schools         -        -        -    - 

The  last-mentioned  item  is  distributed  by  the  Board  of  Education 
in  the  form  of  grants-in-aid  to  the  schools  established  by,  and  under 
the  superintendence  of,  the  various  religious  denominations,  each 
grant  being  estimated  on  the  average  attendance  of  the  pupils,  and 
the  class  in  which  the  school  is  placed  by  the  Inspector  at  the  annual 
examination.  There  are  five  classes  of  merit,  the  highest  of  which 
receives  $8,  (IZ.  ISs.  4d.),  and  the  lowest  $4  (lt)«.  8d.)  per  caput  on 
the  average  attendance  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  schools  assisted  by  the  Government  was  156,  of 
which  57  were  Church  of  England,  30  Church  of  Scotland,  5  Roman 
Catholic,  24  Wesleyan,  27  London  Missionary  and  Congregational, 
2  Infant  Schools,  4  Estates  Schools,  and  7  Indian  Mission  Scnook 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  31st  of  December  was  15,699,  and 
the  average  attendance  8,894. 

In  addition  to  the  above  enumerated  schools,  others  have  been 
established  by  the  proprietors  or  managers  on  several  of  the  estates 
for  the  education  of  the  Indian  immigrant  children,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  will  soon  become  the  rule  rather  than,  as  at  present, 
the  exception.  It  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  a  subject  which 
presents  many  difficulties  ;  even  in  those  Estates  Schools  where  every 
exertion  is  made  by  the  manager,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Coolie  children,  and  in  those  where  no  such  exertion  is 
made  the  attendance  is  very  scanty.  Of  the  importance  of  educating 
the  Indian  children,  rapidly  increasing  each  year  in  number,  and  who 
at  some  future  time  will  no  doubt  form  a  large  portion  of  the  resi- 
dent labouring  population  of  the  Colony,  there  cannot  be  any  doubt, 
and  I  am  glad  that  this  subject  is  attracting  the  attention  of  some  of 
the  largest  non-readent  proprietors. 
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Guiana.  Gools  and  Prisoners. 

The  returns  given  under  this  head  in  the  Blue  Book,  do  not  con- 
vey a  correct  view  of  the  criminal  statistics  of  the  Colony ;  the  classi- 
fication adopted  does  not  suflSciently  distinguish  the  real  character  of 
the  oftences,  nor,  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  prisoners  from  one 
fjaol  to  another,  can  the  true  number  of  committals  be  ascertained. 
The  following  statement  will  exhibit  a  more  correct  view  of  the 
number  and  character  of  the  oflences  committed  during  the  past 
year : — 

SUPBEME   COUBTS. 

1.  Committed  for  trial 392 

SUMMABT   JUBISDICTION. 

2.  Petty  thefts 9U 

3.  Breaches  of  the  peace  and  assaults          -         -  889 

4.  Indecent  and  abusive  language  -        -        -    -  251 

5.  Other  offences       ------  563 

6.  Breaches  of  Revenue  Laws-        -        -         -    -  30 

7.  Merchant  Shipping  Acts         .        -         -        -  66 

8.  Courts-martitd          -        -        -        -         --  11 

9.  Civil  process         ------  11 

10.  Breaches  of  the  Labour  Laws  by  immigrants  -  2,222 

Total  commitments    -        -        -        -    -      5,349 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  committals 
reached  the  somewliat  high  number  of  5,3ly  but  of  this  number 
2,222  were  Indian  or  Chinese  immigrants  committed  to  prison, 
generally  for  very  short  periods,  for  being  absent  from  their  estates, 
or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  the  quantity  of  work  required 
under  their  indentures,  and  most  of  whom  were  committed  to  the 
district  prisons  specially  set  apart  for  the  punishment  of  this  class  of 
offenders.  These  offences  do  not  involve  any  moral  turpitude,  and, 
if  included  in  the  criminal  statistics,  give  an  erroneous  impression  of 
the  extent  of  crime.  If  these  are  deducted,  there  remain  only  3,127 
committals  for  offences  against  the  general  laws ;  a  number  which,  I 
think,  caannot  be  regarded  as  indicating  a  serious  prevalence  of 
crime. 

For  breaches  of  the  peace  and  assaults,  889  persons  were  com- 
mitted to  gaol,  and  for  using  indecent  and  abusive  language  251. 
Most  of  these  offences  were  committed  in  Georgetown,  and  are  to  be 
attributed,  and  especially  the  latter  offence,  to  the  pecu  iar  character 
of  the  Creole  population.  Petty  thefts  are  also  somewhat  numerous 
and,  unfortunately,  no  great  disgrace  is  incurred,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
mass  of  the  lower  grade  of  the  people,  by  a  crime  of  this  kind.  In 
this  respect,  and  m  many  ether  points  bearing  upon  the  moral 
character  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  Creole  population,  there  is,  it 
must  be  adnntted,  great  room  for  improvement 

•:/roi f  ''^^'''r  '"  ^^'^  ^'"^  ^«1^  it  appears  that  of  the  com- 
mittais  Jd2  were  of  persons  committed  once  before,  D4  twice  before, 
and  04  three  times  or  oftener.     These  figures  must,  however,  be 
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accepted  with  hesitation  as  being  indicative  of  renewed  crime.  It  is  British 
not  stated  how  many  of  these  were  Coolies  re-committed  for  breaches  ^^^^^' 
the  Labour  Laws,  an  offence  likely  to  be  repeated  by  certain  incorrigible 
idlerSy  or  how  many  for  petty  crimes.  Of  commitals  to  the  penal 
settlement,  where  the  higher  class  of  criminals  are  sent,  it  appeal's 
that  two  are  classed  as  having  been  committed  once  before,  and  seven 
three  times  or  oftener. 

In  my  Report  for  1869  I  described  the  actual  condition  of  the 
hospitals,  and  pointed  out  the  improvements  that  had  been  carried 
out  since  1864,  and  how  far  their  construction  and  management  still 
differed  from  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  digest  of  that  year.  No 
material  changes  nave  been  made  during  the  past  year  which  call  for 
special  mention. 

The  daily  average  in  the  General  Hospital  was  388.  The  total 
number  admitted  during  the  year,  including  those  in  the  hospital  on 
the  1st  of  January,  was  4,269  ;  of  these  1,076  were  discharged  cured, 
2,025  relieved,  and  507  died. 

In  the  Seaman's  Hospital,  Georgetown,  the  average  daily  number 
of  patients  was  49.  The  number  admitted,  including  21  in  the  hos- 
pital at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  was  611,  of  whom  8  died. 

In  the  General  Hospital,  New  Amsterdam,  Berbice,  the  average 
daily  number  of  patients  was  100.  The  total  number  admitted, 
including  the  patients  in  the  hospital  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  was  1,099,  of  whom  130  died.  It  will  be  remarked  that  a  few 
of  the  patients  have  been  retained  in  the  hospital  for  long  periods, 
but,  as  I  have  on  a  former  occasion  explained,  this  is  almost 
unavoidable. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  condition  of  the  lunatic  asylum  was  also  fully  described  in  the 
Beport  on  the  Blue  Book  of  1869. 

In  1870  a  sum  was  provided  for  enlarging  the  female  part  of  the 
institution,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  add  another  wing  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  male  lunatics;  and  also  to  erect  an  open 
building,  where  the  patients  can  find  a  place  for  recreation  sheltered 
from  the  sun.  When  these  are  completed  the  accommodation  and 
general  arrangements  will,  it  is  considered,  be  all  that  is  desired. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was 
107,  54  were  admitted  during  the  year ;  18  were  discharged  cured, 
and  10  died. 

Charitable  Institutions. 

The  other  charitable  institutions  supported  by  the  Government  are 
— a  leper  asylum,  containing  about  an  annual  average  of  250 
patients ;  an  orphan  asylum,  in  which  there  were  at  the  close  of  the 
year  146  inmates,  consisting  of  European,  Portuguese,  East  Indian, 
and  Chinese  children ;  and  an  almshouse  for  the  indigent  and  infirm, 
and  for  persons  suffering  from  incurable  maladies.  It  is  a  sort  of 
poor-house  and  infirmary  combined.  During  the  past  year  it  was 
found  necessary  to  enlarge  it,  and,  from  a  recent  visit  which  I  made, 
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Britmh      I  find  that  it  is  still  over-crowded,  and  in  many  respects  unsatisfac- 
^^^     tory,  and  additional  accommodation  and  improvements  are  urgently 
required.    The  number  of  inmates  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  284. 

Condusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  a  few  statistics  which  are  not  recorded  in 
the  Blue  Book. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Colony  was  6,203,  which  gives,  on  the 
estimated  amount  of  the  population,  a  death-rate  of  2  *  9  per  centum, 
bein*!:  slightly  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths 
1,365  were  children  not  exceeding  one  jcar  of  age ;  786  of  children 
between  one  and  five ;  and  266  between  the  ages  of  five  and  ten 
years.  The  mortality  in  Georgetown  was  1,502,  or  4*29  per  cent, 
of  the  estimated  population  of  the  city. 

I  have  in  my  general  correspondence  alluded  to  the  circumstance 
that  many  persons  do  not  obtain  medical  attendance  during  sickness. 
From  a  return  made  by  the  Registrar  General,  it  appears  that  of  the 
6,203  who  died  during  the  year,  no  less  than  2,877  had  no  profes- 
sional assistance.  In  the  country  districts,  where  the  population  is 
scattered,  and  the  villages  not  easily  accessible  to  medical  practi- 
tioners, the  want  of  medical  attendance  may  be  accounted  for ;  Imt  in 
Georofetown,  where  doctors  are  numerous,  it  is  stated  that  of  the 
1,502  who  died,  only  966  received  medical  advice.  Poverty,  no 
doubt,  prevents  many  from  calling  in  the  aid  of  a  doctor,  but  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  others  continue  to  place  faith  in  the  treatment 
of  un<<^killed  persons,  and  sometimes  resort  to  Obeah  men.  The 
practice  of  Obeah  is  made  an  offence  and  punishable  by  imprison- 
ment, but  deeply-rooted  superstitions  are  not  quickly  eradicated  from 
the  African  race. 

The  number  of  births,  exclusive  of  still-borns,  registered  for  the 
year  was  7,103,  of  which  3,622  were  males,  and  3,481  females, 
^here  was,  therefore,  an  excess  of  900  births  over  the  deaths.  Of 
these  births  1,898  were  children  bom  in  wedlock,  and  5,205  born  out 
of  wedlock ;  but  it  must  be  explained  that  in  this  latter  number  are 
included  the  children  born  of  the  Indian  and  Chinese  immigrants. 
It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  the  lower  orders  of  the  Creole  popula- 
tion look  upon  the  marriage  tie  with  much  indifference.  It  is  a 
remnant  of  the  low  morality  which  prevailed  during  the  times  of 
slavery,  and  which  will  cling  to  many  succeeding  generations. 

Meteorological  observations  have  not  for  many  years  received  much 
attention,  but  an  observatory  has  again  been  established  in  George- 
town. The  extremes  of  temperature  are  not  very  wide ;  the  lowest 
monthly  average  was  77*42°  in  January,  and  the  highest  81*55^  in 
the  month  of  October.  The  barometric  pressure  does  not  vary 
greatly  throughout  the  year :  the  highest  recorded  was  30.014  inches 
m  April;  the  lowest,  28,915  inches  in  December.  The  Colony 
being  situated  out  of  the  range  of  the  West  India  hurricanes,  no 
sudden  or  great  changes  take  place. 

The  rainfall  is  always  an  important  consideration ;  the  cultivation 
of  the  sugar  cane  depends  greatly  upon  its  right  distribution  through- 
out the  year,   and  fortunately  this  may  te   depended   upon   with 
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tolerable  certainty.     The  rainfall  of  the  past  year  is  recorded  in       Bbitish 
Georgetown  at  129,142  inclies.     The  greatest  quantity  fell  in  the       Guiana. 
months  of  January,  May,  and  December,  being  respectively  35,130, 
18,874,  and  19,338  inches.     The  least  monthly  fall  was  in  March, 
April,  and  September,  being  respectively  2,604,  3,631,  and  2,709 
inches. 

It  \s  gratifying  that,  in  concluding  this  Beport,  I  can  remark,  as  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  former,  that  the  Colony  has  been  favoured  with 
a  healthy  season,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  Colony,  regarded  from 
an  agricultural  and  commercial  point  of  view,  was  satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        J.  Scott. 

&c        &c.       &C. 


BAHAMAS.  Bahamas. 


No.  5. 


No.  5. 


Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  James  Walkee, 

K.C.M.,  to  The  Eabl  of  Ediberlbt. 
(No.  575.) 
My  Lokd,  Government  House,  Nassau,  April  3, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  hcmour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Bahamas  for  the  year  1870. 

2,  In  the  Des^patch  which  I  addressed  to  your  Lordship  on  the 

30th  of  November  last,  in  connection  with  the  Blue  Book  for  1869, 1  . . 

brought  up  my  Report  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Colony 
to  nearly  the  dose  of  1870,  and  I  have  nothing  now  to  add  except  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  Address  with  which  I  recently  opened  the 
Legislative  Session,  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  our  expecta- 
tions with  regard  to  a  more  healthy  state  of  the  finances  have  been  to 
a  considerable  extent  realized. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)         Jas.  Walker. 

&C.       &c.       &c. 

Enclosure  in  No.  5.  Euolo«iiie  in 

No.  5. 

Speech  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Jas.  Walker,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 
at  the  Opening  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr,  President  and  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council : 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentleman  of  the  House  of  Asseinbly  : 

I  am  happy  to  meet  you  under  much  more  agreeable  circumstances 
than  existed  in  the  two  preceding  besslous.  The  expenditure  of  tbe 
Colony  has  been  brought  down  to  something  Uko  an  equality  with  its 
probable  income.  The  public  servants,  the  pensioners,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  several  public  estabhshments  have  been  paid  up  to 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  Treasury  notes,  as  they  were  called,  liavo 
been  nearly  all  cancelled,  and  the  subsidies  for  theMuail  service,  new 
and  old,  have  been  discharged^up  to  date. 

\ 
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Bahamas.  J  m,^  happy,  too,  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Governincnt 

have  consented  to  supplement  the  Governor  s  salary  so  as  to  maintain 
it  at  its  former  rate.  In  announcing  this  concession  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  pleased  in  complimentary  terms  to  express  a  lK)pe  that  1 
would  continue  in  the  Government  I  should  indeed  liave  been  very 
glad  to  have  availed  myself  of  this  gracious  offer,  and  to  have  enjoyed 
a  residence  among  you  unclouded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  last  two 
years,  but  considerations  of  health  and  other  private  reasons  necessi- 
tate my  retirement,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  relieving 
me  in  April. 

Instructions  have  been  received  for  taking  a  census  simultaneously 
in  all  the  Colonies  in  the  present  year.  A  Bill  has  been  prepared  and 
will  be  submitted  to  you  tor  the  purpose. 

On  submitting  the  Bill  of  last  year  for  amending  the  Quarantine 
liaws  for  the  signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure,  it  was  again 
in] pressed  upon  me  that  it  would  l)e  preferable  to  consolidate  all  the 
Acts  of  the  Colony  on  that  subject  in  one  general  enactment 
Believing  that  you  cannot  have  r.ny  objection  thereto,  a  Bill  to 
carry  out  this  suggestion  has  been  drafted,  and  will  be  presented 
to  you. 

1  have  been  instructed  to  obtain  from  you  an  autliority,  such  as  is 
))ossessed  by  the  Imperial  Government  at  home,  and  in  most  of  the 
Colonies,  to  prohibit  the  export  of  arms  in  cases  of  emergency.  I 
see  no  reason  why  in  this  particular  the  Bahamas  should  continue  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  rule  which  prevails  in  other  places,  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  looking  to  what  is  passing  elsewhere,  you  will 
relieve  Her  Majesty's  Government  from  the  possible  embarrassment 
which  might  arise  from  the  absence  of  such  a  law. 

In  concert  with  my  Council  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  effect  to 
the  law  of  last  session  for  improving  and  extending  the  mail 
communication  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 

Having  failed  in  procuring  tenders  for  the  service  upon  the  condi- 
tions laid  down  by  the  Legislature,  or  upon  terms  which  would  have 
been  waiTanted  by  the  state  of  the  Colonial  finances,  an  offer  was 
made  by  the  Company  then  under  contract  with  us  to  give  an  addi- 
tional mail  to  and  from  New  York  for  seven  months  of  the  year,  and 
to  provide  a  small  steamer  for  the  conveyance  of  mails,  passengers, 
and  freight,  to  and  from  the  anchorage  in  Salt  Cay,  for  a  sum  which, 
with  the  former  subsidy,  vrould  amount  to  7,000Z,  That  offer  has,  in 
the  absence  of  any  other  possible  mode  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the 
Legislature,  been  accepted  on  trial  for  one  year.  It  will  be  for  you 
to  say  whether  it  shall  be  continued. 

Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly : 

The  equalization  of  your  income  and  expenditure  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  for  the  consideration  of  a  very  important  point  by  no 
means  new  to  you. 

Under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  I  have  caused 
estimates  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  present  year  to  be 
laid  before  you.  But  these  estimates  will  be  comparatively  valueless, 
and  indeed  may  defeat  the  very  purpose  for  which  they  are  framed,  if 
the  appropriations  which  they  propose,  and  which  will  be  regulated  by 
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your  probable  means,  are  mcreased  or  supplemented  by  additional      Bahauap. 
votes. 

"^I  recommend  to  you,  therefore,  to  dispense  with  the  power  of 
initiating  grants  of  money,  to  vest  in  the  Executive  the  responsibility 
in  future  of  regulating  your  expenses  by  your  income,  and  to  confine 
yourselves  to  the  constitutional  practice  of  controlling  and  checking 
the  finandal  proposals  of  the  Executiye. 

If  you  should  feel  inclined  to  act  on  this  suggestion,  which  I  con- 
sider to  be  eminently  condncive  to  good  government,  and  to  be  the 
best  mode  of  guarding  against  a  recurrence  of  financial  embarrass- 
ment, I  am  authorized  to  place  the  funds  which  have  been  hitherto  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  under  your  supervision  equally  with  the 
Colonial  revenue. 

Mr,  Pregident  and  Honourable  Qenilemen  of  the  Legislative  Council : 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  : 

TTie  great  reduction  which  has  taken  place  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture could  not  have  been  effected  witnout  grievous  hardship  to 
individuals  and  without  serious  detriment  to  the  trading  interest  of 
the  Colony.  For  the  two  years  1867  and  1868  the  payments  from 
the  Treasury  amounted  to  145,551Z.  For  1869  and  1870  they  were 
only  85,701Z.  As  a  whole,  the  reductions  appear  to  me  to  have  been 
borne  with  a  just  estimate  of  the  public  necessities,  and  in  a  spirit 
which  is  entitiied  to  my  acknowledgements. 

These  pecuniary  difficulties  and  other  sources  of  contention  having 
now  passed  away,  you  will  be  able  to  devote  your  attention  to  the 
legislative  improvement  of  your  institutions.  The  lunatic  asylum  in 
particular  has  attracted  the  notice  of  the  authorities  at  home,  who 
nave  recommended  that  the  establishment  should  be  brought  more 
under  the-direct  superintendence  of  the  Executive. 

The  condition  of  the  people  in  the  out-islands  I  especially  commend 
to  your  attention.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  providing 
for  the  education  and  the  improvement  of  a  population  so  scattered, 
and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government,  particularly  in  the  allot- 
ment of  land,  to  keep  the  people  as  much  together  as  possible,  and  so 
bring  them  the  better  under  the  influence  of  any  arrangements  that 
may  be  made  for  their  moral  and  religious  teaching. 

Upon  these  and  all  your  deliberations  I  invoke  the  blessing  of 
Almighty  God. 

(Signed)        Jas.  Walker, 
ifassau,  7th  February,  1871.  Govemon 
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Tbikidad. 


No.  6. 


TRINIDAD. 


Financial. 


Kevenue. 


No- 6. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Lonqden  to  The 

EaBL  of  EmBEBLET. 

(No.  188.) 
My  Lobd,  Trinidad,  July  22, 1871. 

I  WlVE  now  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
Trinidad  for  1870,  witii  my  Ee^rt  thereon. 

2.  I  regret  that  it  was  not  within  my  power  to  secure  the  compi- 
lation of  it  at  an  earlier  date.  I  have  already  explained  the  causes 
of  the  delay,  which  will  not  be  allowed  to  recur. 

Finaneei. 

8.  The  finances  of  the  Colony  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  the 
public  debt  being  in  a  course  of  gradual  extinction,  while  a  large 
part  of  the  public  revenue  is  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  roals 
and  public  works  calculated  to  promote  and  increase  the  prosperi^ 
of  the  Colony.  More  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  revenue  of  1870 
was  expended  in  immigration. 

4.  The  total  revenue  received  in  1870  was  288,5852.  8s.  lid,  in 
which  are  included  items  of  account  amounting  to  7,8512.  16s.; 
deducting  these,  the  total  available  revenue  was  225,7882.  12s.  lid. 
This,  though  less  than  the  amount  collected  in  1869,  exhibits  an 
increase  on  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  years.  The  net  revenue 
collected  in  each  of  the  Ust  years,  excluding  items  of  account,  was  as 
follows : — 


In  1866 
„  1867     - 
„  1868 
„  1869     . 
n  X870 


s. 


£ 

202,518  M 
200,908  12 
197,188 
286,240 


d. 
7 
5 
6 

7 


-    225,783  12  11 


These  figures  give  an  average  revenue  during  the  five  years  of 
212,50621 189.  9d.,  so  that  the  revenue  of  1870  was  18,2272.  in  excess 
of  the  average  revenue. 
Expenditure.  6.  The  total  expenditure  of  1870  was  241,1482.  4s.  55.,  of  which 
9,3782.  were  items  of  account,  so  that  the  total  net  expenditure  was 
231,7702.  4s.  5d. 

6.  This  sum  exceeds  the  net  revenue  by  6,0362.,  but  there  was  not 
any  real  excess  of  expenditure  over  income,  for  the  accounts  include 
a  sum  of  14,9822i  expended  upon  roads  and  bridges,  which  is  not 
chargeable  against  the  revenue  of  1870,  but  against  certain  surplus 
balances  of  previous  years,  which  were  appropriated  to  this  purpose 
by  a  Resolution  of  the  Council,  dated  the  10th  November,  1869, 
and  the  Ordinance  No.  14  of  1869.  After  making  this  deduction 
accordingly,  it  will  be  seen  that  instead  of  an  apparent  deficit  of 
6,0362.,  there  was  a  positive  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure 
amounting  to  8,9452. 
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7.  The  expenditure  may  be  classed  under  four  principal  heads,  the     Tww^. 
respectiye  amounts  of  which  are  stated  below  : — 

Civil,  judicial,  ecclesiAstical,  and  medical  £        ••    d» 

establishments,  including  maintenance  of 

hospitals  and  asylums,  police  and  gaols, 

and  pubUo  education,  administration  of 

justice,  cost  of  mail  seryioe,  &o.   •  •      180,844  11    6 

Pnblio  works  and  buildings,  bridges,  wharves, 

&0. 89,612  13  10 

Immigration  «...        46,764  17    1 

Interest  and  repayment  of  debt  •      •*        23,926    2    0 

Total       .  -  .  -    £241,148    4    5 

8.  The  cash  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  on  the  Slst  Balancee. 
December  last  (including  the  Crown- Agents'  accounts),  amounted  to 
129,1907.  12s.,  and  the  deposits  and  other  liabilities  at  the  same  date 
amounted  to  102,9697.  4s.  9i.,  leaving  a  net  balance  to  the  credit  of 

the  Colony  of  26,2217.  7«.  Sd. 

9.  The  public  debts  of  the  Colony  comprise  the  following  loans :—  Public  debt 
First,  a  loan  raised  for  immigration  purposes  under  the  provisions  of 

the  Imperial  Act  11  and  12  Vict,  cap.  130,  and  the  local  Ordinance 
15,  of  1863.  The  sum  borrowed  was  125,0007.,  of  which  40,000t 
was  paid  off  on  the  1st  July,  1870,  leaving  85,0007.  still  due,  towards 
the  repayment  of  which  there  was  on  the  31st  of  December,  1870,  a 
sum  of  69,731i  16s.  2i.,  invested  in  England  under  the  authority  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  This  debt  bears  interest 
at  4  per  cent  The  second  debt  is  the  amount  raised  upon  debentures 
for  the  construction  of  tramroads  under  the  authority  of  the  Ordinances 
4,  of  1856,  3,  of  1858,  and  16,  of  1859.  The  [amount  originally 
raised  was  86,5107.,  of  which  38,2107.  has  been  paid  off,  reducing 
the  present  debt  to  48,3007.,  which  is  secured  by  law  upon  the 
estates  for  whose  benefit  the  tramroads  were  primarily  constructed. 
These  debentures  bear  interest  at  6  per  cent  The  third  debt  was 
contracted  under  the  authority  of  the  Ordinance  18,  of  1863,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  roads  in  the  ward  of  South  Naparima.  The 
amount  borrowed  was  7,0007.,  at  6  per  cent,  interest;  2,2507.  has 
since  been  paid  off,  leaving  due  4,7507.,  which  is  secured  by  a  rent« 
charge  of  5507.  a  year  on  the  estates  in  the  ward  for  whose  benefit 
the  loan  was  contracted.  The  fourth  debt  is  a  sum  that  was  borrowed 
for  defraying  the  cost  of  a  public  building  under  the  authority  of  the 
Ordinance  1,  of  1862.  The  sum  raised  was  16,0007.,  of  which 
11,100/.  has  been  redeemed,  leaving  4,9007.  still  due,  which  is 
redeemable  from  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony  at  the  rate  of 
1,6007.  a  year.  This  loan  also  bears  6  per  cent  interest  The  last 
loan  was  one  of  15,0007.,  raised  under  the  Ordinance  No.  10,  of  1864, 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  tramroad  between  the  Gpero  tram- 
road  in  Naparima  and  the  borough  of  San  Fernando.  This  loan  is 
secured  on  the  funds  of  the  borough,  and  is  redeemable  at  the  rate  of 
6007L  a  year.  It  bears  interest  at  6  per  cent  The  sum  of  2,2007. 
has  be^n  paid  o£^  leaving  12,8007.  still  due.  The  aggregate  amount 
of  all  these  debts  was  originally  249,5007.,  of  which  93,7607.  has  heea 
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TmifiDAD.  paid,  learing  still  due  155J40Z.  To  cover  this  there  is  a  sum  of 
"~~"  69,731Z.  168.  2d.  in  the  sinking  fund  of  the  guaranteed  loan,  and 
65,750Z.  is  secured  upon  estates  or  local  fundsi  so  that  the  entire 
amount  which  remains  primarily  chargeable  upon  the  public  reyenue 
is  only  20,258/.  8s.  lOd. 
liocfil  flnanoef.  10.  The  establishment  of  primary  schools,  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
yaocination,  the  muntenance  (in  part)  of  the  public  highways,  the 
cost  of  coroners'  inquests,  and  the  charge  of  enforcing  sanitary  regu- 
lations in  the  boroughs  and  wards  of  the  Island,  are  provided  for 
chiefly  from  local  taxation.  The  amounts  raised  for  and  expended 
upon  these  objects  in  each  district  are  set  out  in  the  following  Table, 
wnich  shows  also  the  area  of  each  district  and  its  population. 


Expcndttore. 

Arc*  In 
SqQJM 
HUes 
(Statute 
MUes). 

Popolatloii 
in  mi. 

Popab^ 
tlonper 

£        «.   d. 

£          i.    d. 

Borough  of  Port  of  Spcun 

8,106  16  11 

7,575  18    2 

1 

28,561 

Borough  of  San  Fernando 

2,984    8    3 

2,961  18    9 

1 

5,006 

Ward  Uniona  of— 

Tacarigna     -       -       - 

4,116    8    2 

4,122  15    7 

58 

12,472  i  235 

St  Ann's         -       -    - 

8.697    8    7 

8,666  16    5 

40 

7,549     188 

South  Naparima  - 

5,129  14    8 

4.800  16  10 

"3 

10,433     155 

Diego  Martin  -       -    • 

2.985  19    9 

2,808    5    1 

7.283     145 

North  Naparima  - 

4,618    6    8 

4,608  15  10 

'^ 

12,779 

139 

Couva      ...    - 

4,506    4    0 

4,011  16    4 

10,233 

126 

Arima  -       -       -       - 

1,951    8    8 

1,918  18    2 

126 

4,390 

34 

Montserrat       -       -    - 

879  10    5 

656  14    0 

128 

3.888 

26 

Caroni  -       -       -       . 

1,866  11    9 

1,767  11    2 

186 

4,714 

25 

Cedroe     ...    - 

2,804  17    4 

2.284  16    7 

234 

4,241 

18 

Tooo    -       -       .       - 

506    0    6 

702    5  11 

126 

1,278 

10 

Majaro    -       -       -    - 
Moruga        .        .       - 

1,317    5    3 
250    9    9 

1,330  10    7 

187    7    7 

}*568^ 

2,311         4 

Totals       -        -    - 

45.245  15    5 

43,407    7    3 

1,754J 

109,638 

*  The  bonndarx  between  tlieee  two  distrlots  is  nnlnhabited  and  not  deOned  with  ezactnesi. 
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Public  Works. 

11.  The  principal  public  building  in  progress  during  the  year  1870 
was  the  new  police  barracks,  which  include,  besides,  a  police  court, 
magistrates'  and  other  offices,  inspector-commandant's  residence, 
police  station,  and  lock*up.  In  this  fine  building,  which  was  com- 
menced during  the  administration  of  Sir  Arthur  Gordon,  after  a 
design  by  Mr.  Street,  fair  progress  was  made  during  the  past  year, 
but  the  excessive  rmns  during  the  wet  season  unavoidably  retarded 
tha  progress  of  thb  extensive  work.  Next  in  importance  is  the 
electric  teleflraph,  connecting  Port  of  Spain  with  San  Fernando  and 
the  intermediate  towns,  which  was  completed  in  1870,  and  has  proved 
of  great  utility  both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public  generally. 
The  laborious  task  of  filling  up  the  swamp  to  the  eastward  of  port  of 
Spwn  was  continued  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  4,432/.  6«.  A  new 
cottage  for  the  Government  botanist,  a  new  ward  at  the  lunatic 
asylum,  and  new  police  stations  in  the  country,  were  the  only  other 
new  works  under  construction.     A  large  sum  of  money  was  laid  out 
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in  necessary  repairs  to  the  leper  asylum,  the  royal  gaol,  the  hospital^     Tbiiodad. 
sereral  country  police  stations,  and  other  public  buildings. 

12.  The  expenditure  upon  roads  and  bridges  was  greater  than  RoAds- 
that  upon  public  buildings.  Iron  bridges  were  erected  over  the 
Cip^o  River  and  the  Musquito  Creek.  A  large  iron  bridge  was 
provided  for  spanning  the  Godineau  River,  which  is  still  in  course  of 
erection.  A  fourth  iron  bridge  was  procured  from  England  for 
crossing  the  Arouca  River,  which  has  feen  erected  and  opened  for 
traffic  m  the  present  year.  Con^derable  progress  was  also  made  in 
laying  out  new  royal  roads  and  reconstructmg  others  which  had 
become  impassable. 

Leffidatioyi. 

13.  Twenty-two  Ordinances  were  enacted  during  the  year  1870,  1*^«« 
and  amongst  them  were  several  of  much  importance. 

14.  Number  1,  called  the  "  Habitual  Criminals  Ordinance/'  was 
adapted  chiefly  from  analogous  English  legislation. 

15.  Number  2,  called  the  "Alien  Criminals  Ordinance,"  was 
made  necessary  by  the  resort  to  Trinidad  of  persons  from  the  French 
penal  settlement  of  Cayenne. 

16.  Number  3,  relating  to  the  feeding  of  Indian  immigrants,  was 
subsequently  incorporated  in  the  general  Ordinance,  No.  13  relating 
to  immigration,    s 

17.  Number  4  is  a  short  Ordinance,  transferring  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Petty  Debt  Court  in  the  town  of  San  Fernando  from  the 
Stipendiary  Maffistrate  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  county  of  St 
Patrick,  to  the  Ma^trate  of  the  county  of  Victoria,  in  which  latter 
county  the  town  is  situate. 

18.  Number  5  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  Colonial  store- 
keeper, who  performs  the  duty  of  master  or  steward  of  the  Colonial 
hospital,  and  likewise  exercises  a  salutary  control  over  the  supplies  of 
the  other  charitable  institutions  of  the  Colony. 

19.  Number  6  is  the  law  with  regard  to  education  which  was 

Prepared  and  passed  during  the  administration  of  Sir  Arthur  Gordon, 
'he  Report  or  Mr.  Keenan,  Sir  Arthur  Gbrdon^s  Despatches,  and  the 
other  papers  lately  nresented  to  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  "  Edu- 
"  cation  in  Trinidaa,"  fiilly  disclose  the  motives  and  objects  of  this 
important  measure,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  present  report 
upon  it 

20.  Number  7  is  an  Ordinance  to  authorize  a  new  assessment  of 
ward  rates  to  be  made  in  the  ward  of  Arima. 

21.  Number  8  authorizes  the  advance  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  cost  of  the  iron  bridge  over  the  Arouca  River,  which  I  nave 
before  mentioned.  The  cost  is  to  be  repaid  by  instalments  from  the 
road  funds  of  the  ward  in  which  it  is  situate. 

22.  Number  9  authorizes  the  construction  of  works  for  supplying 
the  borough  of  San  Fernando  with  water  from  the  Montserrat  Ilills. 
The  cost^  which  is  approximately  estimated  at  20,0007.|  is  to  be 
advanced  fix)m  the  Treasuiy ;  but  two-thirds  of  the  cost,  not  exceed- 
ing, however,  in  any  case  13,333Z.  6«.  Sd.y  is  to  be  repaid  from  the 
funds  of  the  borough  by  annual  instalments,  with  interest  at  6  per 
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TwawAD.     cent   InstructionB  have  been  given  for  making  the  surveys  and  levels, 
which  must  be  completed  before  the  work  can  be  commenced. 

28.  Number  10  repeals  an  Ordinance  passed  in  1844  ^'for  the 
**  better  regulation  of  the  duties  of  the  Clergy  of  the  United  Church 
'^  of  England  and  Ireland  in  this  Colony,  and  for  ensuring  the  more 
"  e£Pectiml  performance  of  the  same."  By  the  repeal  of  this  Ordmance 
the  Church  of  England  in  Trinidad  was  virtually  disestablished.  The 
endowments  of  the  church  were  at  the  same  time  provided  for  upon 
the  same  footing  as  before  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  passed  on 
the  25th  of  March,  1870. 

24.  Number  11  repeab  an  Ordinance  of  1862,  constituting  certain 
rectories  of  the  Church  of  England  in  this  Colony.  This  repeal  was 
made  necessary  by  the  precedmg  measure. 

25.  Number  12  is  the  usual  supplemental  Appropriation  Ordinance. 

26.  Number  13  is  an  Ordinance  amending  and  consolidating  into 
one  law  the  different  enactments  relating  to  the  immigration  of 
Coolies  from  the  East  Indies  and  China.  By  this  Ordinance  many 
dianges  and  improvements  were  made  in  the  laws  previously  existing. 
Among  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  new  law  are  those  which 
regulate  the  allotment  of  immigrants  upon  their  arrival  in  the  Colony, 
the  supply  of  food  to  them  during  the  first  two  years  of  their  residence, 
their  lodging,  the  medical  attendance  and  hospitals  provided  for 
them,  their  wages,  the  exemption  of  women  from  labour,  the  prevention 
of  vagrancy,  and  the  ri^ht  of  repatriation. 

27.  The  allotment  oi  immigrants  upon  their  arrival  in  the  Colony 
is  based  upon  requisitions  which  must  be  sent  in  by  the  planters  to 
the  Immigration  Office  before  the  1st  of  April  preceding  the  immi- 
gration season.  No  allotment  can  be  made  to  any  estate  upon  which 
ttie  mortality  in  the  previous  year  has  exceeded  7  per  cent.  Under 
this  nrovision,  20  estates  were  disqualified  from  receivino^  new  Cooliea 
in  1870,  and  11  estates  m  1871.  This  provision  fully  meets  the 
suggestion  put  forward  in  the  535th  paragraph  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  who  lately  inquired  into  the  treatment  of  immigrants 
in  British  Guiana.  It  is  also  required  as  a  condition  of  allotting 
immigrants,  that  15  per  cent,  of  those  previously  on  the  estate  should 
have  earned  at  least  sixpence  a  day  for  every  day  during  the  preceding 
12  months.^  No  estates  have  been  disqualUied  under  this  rule. 
Finally,  no  immigrants  can  be  allotted  to  an  estate  on  which  there 
is  not  a  hospital  certified  by  an  immigration  officer. 

28.  Every  immigrant  over  10  years  of  age  must,  for  the  first  two 
years  of  his  residence,  be  furnished  with  the  following  daily  ration  of 
food : — One  pound  of  rice,  four  ounces  of  dholl  or  approved  vege- 
table food,  two  ounces  of  sugar,  one  ounce  of  cocoanut  oil  or  ghee. 
This  ration  is  rather  less  than  that  recommended  by  the  IKMnerara 
Commifflioners,  paragraph  542;  but  it  allows  the  Coolie  to  receive  a 
larger  share  of  his  wages  in  cash,  which  he  much  prefers.  The  price 
of  the  ration  is  fixed  at  fourpence,  which  the  employer  is  authorized 
to  deduct  from  the  Coolie's  wages.  At  the  end  of  the  firet  year  the 
immigration  officers  may,  on  the  application  of  the  immigrants  them- 
selves,  order  the  discontinuance  of  the  rations.  This  is  only  done 
where  the  immigrants  appear  to  be  in  good  health,  and  is  not  a 
practice  to  be  encouraged,  for  it  was  found  by  experience^  when  the 


Fuelling  of 
immigrants. 
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issue  of  food  was  limited  to  the  first  year  after  their  arrival,  that  the 
mortality  in  the  second  year  of  their  residence  was  excessive.*  A 
half-ration  must  be  suppued,  free  of  charge,  to  every  child  above  five 
and  under  10  years  or  age. 

29.  It  is  provided  by  the  Ordinance  that  the  Governor  maj  make  Ixxlging. 
regulations  respecting  the  lodging,  &c.,  provided  for  the  immigrants. 
B%ulations  have  been  made  accordingly,  reNquirinff  that  the  nouses 
appropriated  to  Coolies  shall  be  properlv  drained,  floored  with  wood, 
smd  wnitewashed  at  least  once  a  year,  both  inside  and  out  Power 
is  abo  given  to  make  regulations  for  enforcing  the  observance  by  the 
immigrants  themselves  of  cleanliness  about  their  dwellings. 

80.  A  great  change  was  made  by  the  law  in  the  position  of  the  Medioel 
medical  attendants  of  estates.     They  have  hitherto  been  private  «***e^^^ce. 
practitioners  employed  and  paid  by  the  owners  of   the   estates. 

Under  the  new  law  the  Governor  is  empowered  to  nominate  "  Medi- 
**  cal  Visitors  of  Plantations,"  and  to  assign  to  each  of  them  a  salary 
in  respect  of  each  certified  hospital  attended  by  them.  The  salaries 
are  paid  from  the  immigration  fund.  As  a  matter  both  of  justice 
and  of  necessity  the  actual  medical  attendants  of  the  estates  at  the 
time  of  the  change  were  nominated  Medical  Visitors  of  Plantations. 
The  principles  observed  in  the  assignment  of  salaries  and  other 
matters  connected  with  the  change  were  detailed  in  my  Despatch, 
No.  6,  of  the  19th  of  January  last  The  change  only  took  effect 
from  the  be^ning  of  this  year,  and  though  the  result  of  it  cannot  be 
reported  at  present,  there  can  be  little  doubt  it  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  Coolie.  The  medical  visitors  of  plantations  are  now  responsible 
to  the  Governor  alone  for  the  medical  treatment  of  the  immigrants, 
and  it  is  their  duty  to  make  detailed  quarterly  reports  to  the  Agent- 
General  of  Immigi*ants  of  the  age,  sex,  disease,  and  treatment,  of  all 
patients  attended  by  them  in  the  hospitals  under  their  care. 

81.  Evei^  estate  having  indentured  immigrants  must  be  provided  ?^!j^ui8^'^ 
with  a  hc«pital  capable  of  accommodating  a  tenth-part  of  the  number 

of  such  immigrants.  These  hospitals  are  to  oe  certified,  after 
inspection,  by  officers  of  the  Immigration  Department,  for  such 
number  of  patients  only  as  will  allow  800  cubic  feet  of  space  to  each 
patient.  Overcrowdinff  is  forbidden  under  a  penalty  of  10/.  The 
medical  visitor  is  reqmred  to  visit  every  hospital  within  his  district 
twice  a  week,  and  to  make  an  entry  of  his  visit  in  the  Case-book, 
which  is  to  be  kept  at  the  hospital  and  to  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  tiie  Agent^eneral  or  Inspector  of  Immigrants.  It  is  required 
that  each  hospital  shall  be  a  detached  buil(fing,  properly  drained, 
and  furnished  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  pure  water.  Every  bed  is 
to  be  ftimi&hed  with  a  pillow  and  blanke^  and  everv  patient  with  a 
dean  hospital  dress.  The  food  is  to  be  issued  to  the  patients  pro- 
perly cooked,  and  the  employer  is  to  cause  the  medicines  and  diet 
ordered  by  the  medical  visitor  to  be  riven  to  each  patient 

82.  The  wages  to  be  given  to  indentured  Cooues  must  be  at  the  Wages . 
same  rate  as  those  riven  to  unindentured  labourers.     These  vary 

from  20  to  80  cents  mr  a  task,  most  commonly  25  cents.  The  task 
is  often  completed  by  two  o'dock,  sometimes  earlier ;  but  it  does  not 

*  8m  ptngiaph  02. 
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appear  usual  for  the  Coolies  to  work  more  than  one  task  in  the  day. 
llie  indentured  labourer  must  work  280  days  in  the  year,  but  this 
obligation  does  not  extend  to  females  in  times  of  pregnancy  or 
sickness. 

33.  For  the  prevention  of  vagrancy  every  indentured  labourer 
must,  on  leaving  his  estate,  be  provided  with  a  pass  from  his  em- 
ployer, in  default  of  which  he  may  be  arrested  by  any  constable  and 
detained  until  he  can  be  brought  before  a  stipendiary  magistrate, 
who  may,  on  proof  that  he  is  an  indentured  labourer  absent  without 
permission,  omer  him  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
seven  days,  and  then  sent  back  to  his  employer. 

34.  At  the  end  of  an  actual  and  continuous  residence  of  ten  years 
the  Coolie  has  a  right  to  a  free  passage  back  to  India  at  the  public 
expense.  He  may,  if  he  pleases,  commute  this  right  for  a  grant  of 
ten  acres  of  Crown  land.  Many  of  the  Coolies  have  taken  advantage 
of  this,  and  settled  themselves  permanently  in  the  Colony.  Three 
Coolie  villages  have  been  formed  of  these  settlers.  I  reported  on  this 
subiect  in  my  Despatch,  No.  61,  of  the  15th  of  April  last  The 
settlement  of  Coolies  in  the  Colony  is  advocated  in  the  Beport  of  the 
Demerara  Commissioners  (paragraphs  842  to  856),  upon  considera- 
tions which  are,  in  many  respects,  applicable  also  to  Trinidad.  This 
Colony  offers  considerable  advantages  in  this  respect,  that  fertile 
lands  are  allotted  to  Coolies,  requiring  no  expensive  system  of 
dnuning,  as  in  Demerara,  to  render  them  fit  for  cultivation,  but 
merely  to  be  cleared  and  planted. 

35.  There  are  many  otner  important  clauses  in  the  new  law,  but  I 
have  only  drawn  attention  to  the  principal  provisions  made  for 
insuring^ the  health,  comfort,  and  welfare  of  the  Coolies. 

36.  The  next  Ordinance,  No.  14,  is  a  very  important  law.  It  is 
an  Ordinance  for  the  declaration  of  titles  to  land,  and  to  iadlitate 
its  transfer,  adaptetl  principally  from  a  amilar  law  in  New  South 
Wales.    It  was  not  brought  into  operation  in  1870. 

37.  Number  15  b  an  Ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  district 
medical  officers,  thirteen  of  whom  have  been  appointed.  Each 
district  medical  officer  is  a  coroner,  the  vaccinator,  and  the  sanitary 
inspector  of  his  district  I'he  establishment  of  dispensaries  in  each 
district,  where  medical  relief  shall  be  afforded  at  stated  intervals,  is 
under  consideration. 

38.  By  the  Ordinance  No.  16  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of 
Port  of  Spain  is  created  a  body  corporate,  with  power  to  hold  pro- 
perty for  the  use  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

39.  The  Ordinance  No.  17  amends  the  law  for  the  attachment 
of  the  debts  due  to  judgment  debtors. 

40.  The  Ordinance  No.  18  defines 
sugar  and  cocoa  to  be  levied  in  1871. 
solely  to  the  purposes  of  immigration. 

Is.  6d.  per  hogshead  of  sugar,  and  Is.  6|d.  pe/ 100  Iba  of  cocoa, 
in  order  to  meet  the  increased  charges  thrown  upon  the  immigration 
fund  by  the  salaries  of  the  medical  visitors  of  plautations,  the  expense 
of  a  return  ship  to  India,  and  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  1870. 

41.  Ordinance  19  is  the  Annual  Appropriation  Act,  and  Ordinance 
20  extends  the  exemption  from  income  tax  to  incomes  under  200/. 


the  rate  of  export  duty  on 

This  duty  is  appropriated 

The  duty  was  increased  to 
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aryear,  and  reduces  the  tax  on  incomes  above  200Z.  and  under  300Z.      Tbiwdad. 
to  4cL  in  the  pound,  the  rate  on  incomes  over  300/.  being  5d. 

42.  Ordinance  21  postpones  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Ordinance,  iTo.  14,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  found  in 
organizing  a  working  staff  to  carry  out  the  law.  This  postponement 
\3  only  temporary. 

43.  The  last  Ordinance,  No.  22,  provided  for  the  taking  of  the 
decennial  census  in  1871. 

Civil  Establishmetit. 

44.  Some  changes    took  place  in  the  principal  offices  of  the  ^^JJ^S^J^ent 
Government  in  1870.     Governor  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  left  the  Island 

to  assume  the  Government  of  Mauritius,  and  I  was  sworn  in  as  his 
successor  on  the  25th  of  June.  Chief  Justice  Needham,  appointed 
to  succeed  the  late  Chief  Justice  Knox,  arrived  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  in  May.  Mr.  Charles  Warner  resigned  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Garcia,  formerly  Solicitor- 
General.  Mr.  Justice  Boweu  retired  from  the  Bench  on  a  pension, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Court  as  Second  Puisne  Judge.  Mr. 
Bulwer  having  resigned  the  office  of  Receiver-General,  Mr.  Hoare 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  Octo- 
ber. Mr.  James  S.  Hobson,  formerly  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  the 
Eastern  Division  of  the  county  of  St.  George,  was  promoted  to  the 
Stipendiary  Magistracy  of  Port  of  Spain,  vacated  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Stone.  Mr.  D.  Wilson  was  appomted  to  succeed  Mr.  Hobson. 
Captaui  Newland  was  appointed  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  San 
Fernando  and  the  county  of  Victoria,  in  place  of  Mr.  T.  Shirley 
Warner,  who  retired  on  a  pension.  Dr.  Crane  was  nominated  bv 
your  Lordship  to  succeed  the  late  Dr.  Dasent  as  Sui^eon-General, 
but  did  not  arrive  in  the  Colony  until  1871.  Dr.  Cuddiford  was 
appointed  House  Surgeon,  and  Mr.  Glanville  Assistant  Surgeon,  of 
the  Colonial  hospital  in  Port  of  Spcun,  and  entered  on  their  duties  in 
December.  Mr.  J.  J.  Thomas  was  nominated  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Educatioa  Mr.  Sealy  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Prisons.  There  were  also  some  minor  departmental  changes  which 
are  noted  in  the  Blue  Book.  ; 

;  Population. 

45.  The  population  of  Trinidad  was  ascertained  by  the  census  Censnsof 
taken  on  the  10th  of  April,  1871,  to  be  109,638,  being  an  increase  is/l. 

of  25,200  durinff  the  last  10  years. 

46.  The  number  of  males  was  returned  as  60,405,  and  the  number  Proportion  of 
of  females  as  only  49,233,  showing  an  excess  of  11,172  males.    Of  ^^^ 

this  excess  9,145  is  found  among  the  Indian  immigrants,  who  number 
18,285  males  to  9,140  females.  The  proportion  among  all  other 
classes  of  the  population  is  42,120  males  to  40,093  females,  showing 
an  excess  of  2,027  males. 

47.  Nearly  three-fifths  of  the  population  are  returned  as  natives  of  Birth-piocci^ 
1  Vinidad.    The  followmg  abstract  shows  the  birth-place  of  the  rest  pop«i«ii^  n. 
of  the  population : — 
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Tbihidad. 


Distribution  of 
the  people. 


Number  of 
immigrants 
brought  to 
Colony  in 
1870. 


Present  Indian 
population. 


MortaUty 
among  CoolieA. 


BSPOBTS  EXBIBlTINd  THB  PBB8B1IT  STATB 

Bom   in    Trinidad    (inolnding  children    of   Indian 

parents) 61,237 

India 22,880 

„        Britiah  Colonioi* 18,707 

„        AMca 4,266 

„        Yeneznela      ------  2,196 

„        Other  foreign  countries        -        -        •    -  1,979 

„        The  United  Kingdom      -        -        -        -  964 

Chinese 1,400 

Portngneso     --------  605 

Not  described 425 

Total 109,638 


48.  The  population  is  distributed  most  unequally  over  the  Island, 
large  tracts  being  entirely  uninhabited,  and  others  most  thinly 
inhabited.  The  two  wards  of  Mayaro  and  Moni^,  containing 
568  square  miles,  nearly  a  third  of  the  area  of  the  whole  Island,  have 
a  population  of  2>311,  being  at  the  rate  of  only  four  inhabitants  to 
the  square  mile.  The  fi?e  ward  unions  of  Toco,  Arima,  Caroni, 
Montserrat,  and  Cedros,  containing  together  800  square  miles,  have 
a  population  of  18,011,  being  at  the  rate  of  22  to  the  square  mile  ; 
and  the  remaining  six  wards  of  Diego  Martin,  St.  Ann's,  Tacaregua, 
Couva,  North  and  South  Naparima,  including  the  towns  of  Port  of 
Spain  and  San  Fernando,  occupy  an  area  of  386  scjuare  miles,  with  a 
population  of  89,318,  being  at  the  rate  of  231  inhabitants  to  the 
square  mile. 

Immigration. 

49.  The  Report  of  the  Agent-General  of  Immigrants  shows  that 
during  the  season  terminating  on  the  Ist  October,  1870,  there  were 
2,881  immigrants  of  all  ages  landed  here  from  Calcutta.  The 
number  eml^rked  was  2,933,  and  the  deaths  on  the  voyage  were  52 ; 
of  these  21  were  children,  so  that  the  mortality  on  the  passage  was 
only  1  per  cent  among  adults  alone,  and  1*7  on  the  whole  number. 

50.  The  whole  population  of  Indian  origin  now  in  the  Colony  was 
ascertained  by  the  recent  census  to  be  28,425.  Of  these,  it  appears 
from  the  Agent-General's  returns  that  7,888  wer6  working  under  their 
first  five  years*  indenture,  and  2,330  having  completed  uieir  original 
contracts  were  working  under  fresh  engagements,  leaving  18,207 
resident  in  the  Colony  not  under  any  indenture.  In  this  number 
are  included  the  children,  whether  of  indentured  or  unindentured 
Coolies. 

51.  The  recorded  mortality  in  1870  among  8,236  indentured 
Coolies  was  359,  being  at  the  rate  of  4*  S  per  cent.  The  rate  varied 
according  to  the  length  of  the  Coolies'  residence,  in  the  proportions 
shown  in  the  following  Table : — 


*  Chiefly  other  British  West  India  Islanda. 
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Airiyed  ia  1866 
.,  1867 
„  1868 
„  1869 
„         1870 

Total     - 


Total  Number.      ^^.*^ 


838 
2,023 
1,420 
1,744 
2,211 


17 
47 
56 
162 
77 


8,236 


359 


Rata 

percent 


20 
2-3 
3-9 
10-7 
8*4 


4*3 


TsnnDAD. 


Cost  of  immi- 
gnttion. 


52.  The  comparatively  small  mortality  in  the  first  year  of  residence 
is  attributed  by  the  Agent-General  to  the  system  lately  introduced  of 
issuing  a  daily  ration  of  food  to  the  immigrants  durinfi^  the  first 
twelve  months  of  their  residence.  The  excessive  mortality  of  the 
second  year  is  attributed  in  like  manner  to  the  discontinuance  of  the 
rations  at  the  end  of  twelve  months.  Under  the  new  immigration  law 
the  ration  system  is  extended  to  two  years,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  immigration  officers. 

53.  The  total  cost  of  immigration  in  1870,  exduave  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Agent-Genera]*s  office,  was  46,764/.  This  included 
the  cost  of  a  ship  carrying  back  to  India  Coolies  who  were  entitled  to 
a  return  passage. 

Educcdion. 

54.  By  the  Education  Ordinance,  No.  6,  of  1870,  public  provision  Queen's  Eoyal 
was  made  for  the  promotion  of  liberal  education  by  the  establishment  Oollege. 

of  the  "  Queen's  Royal  College  of  Trinidad."  This  college  absorbs 
the  formerly  existing  Queen's  Collegiate  School,  and  the  Boman 
Catholic  College  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  has  also  been  declared 
in  connection  with  it  The  students  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Colle^ 
are  admitted  as  students  of  the  Boyal  College,  and  compete  for  the 
annual  exhibitions.  The  Principal  of  the  Boman  Catholic  College 
receives  a  salary  of  5002.  per  annum,  and  about  the  same  amount  is 
granted  in  results  fees  according  to  the  Ordinance.  Free  admission 
to  the  college  is  granted  annually  to  six  pupils  chosen  by  competition 
from  the  primary  schools.  Four  exhibitions  of  1507.  a-year  each 
for  three  years  are  annually  granted  to  the  students  of  the  college  who 
pass  the  best  examination,  to  be  applied  to  their  maintenanoe  at  some 
university  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  There  are  at  present  127 
students  on  the  books  of  the  college, 

55.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Principal  of  liie  Royal  College,  Normal 
there  is  a  normal  school  for  the  training  of  teachers  for  the  primarv  schools, 
schools  of  the  Colony.  The  normal  school  contains  12  students.  It 
appears  to  be  a  very  useful  institution,  and  indispensable  for  providing 
]nt)perly  qualified  teachers,  for  the  primary  schools.  At  the  exami- 
nation of  teachers,  and  candidates  n>r  tlie  office  of  teacher,  in  the 
primary  schools,  held  in  January  last,  four  students  from  the  normal 
school  passed  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

56.  There  are  35  prunary  schools  supported  from  public  funds. 
Of  these  two  are  model  schools  ^one  K)r  boys  and  one  for  girls^ 
supported  directly  from  the  public  treasury;  three  are  borougn 
schools,  supported  fit>m  the  funds  of  the  boroughs  of  Port  of  Bpain 
and  San  Fernando ;  and  30  are  ward  school^  formerly  supported  nrom 


Primary 
sohools* 
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the  ward  rates,  but  since  September,  1870,  from  a  special  education 
rate  levied  under  the  authority  of  the  Education  Ordinance  of  1870. 
The  total  number  of  children  in  all  these  schools  is  returned  by  tiie 
Inspector  of  Schools  as  3,336. 

57.  Besides  these,  there  are  denominational  schools  attached  to 
the  Church  of  England  and  other  churches,  which  do  not  receive  any 
aid  from  the  public  treasury,  and  there  are  several  private  schools ; 
it  is  estimated  that  these  schools  provided  education  for  700  children. 

58.  The  improvements  effected  by  the  recent  change  in  the  law 
governing  public  education  in  Trinadad  will  be  more  satisfactorily 
reported  upon  after  a  lon^r  experience  has  been  gidned  of  the 
operation  of  the  new  regulations. 

Trade. 
59.'  The  gross  value  of  the  Imports  into  the  Colony  during  the 
year  1870  amounted  to  1,042,678/.  This  sum  includes  30,045 
ounces  of  gold,  valued  at  112,668^,  broujzht  to  the  Colony  from  the 
mines  of  I^  Pablas  in  Venezuela,  and  afterwards  re-exported.  The 
followm^  summary  shows  the  different  countries  ftt>m  which  the 
importations  took  place : —  y^^^ 

of  Importatioiis. 
£ 

From  the  United  Kingdom 448,309 

„      British  Possessions           .....  189,115 

„      the  United  States- 151,306 

„      Venezuela  (including  the  abovo-namcd  gold)  -  160,885 

„      France  and  French  Colonies          ...  64,878 

„      Spain  and  Spanish  Colonies       -        -        -    -  15,189 

„     HoUand  and  Dutch  Colonies          ...  723 

„      the  Bepublic  of  Uruguay  (Monte  Video)         -  9,211 

„      Germany 1,707 

„     Portuguese  Colonies  (Madeira,  &c.)     -        -  -  1,003 

„     Other  countries  ------  347 

60.  The  Blue  Book  contmns  a  detailed  list  of  the  different  kinds  of 

merchandise  imported ;  the  following  summary  shows  the  value  of 
each  of  the  principal  classes  of  imports : — 

Value. 
£       B.     d. 

Bricks  and  tUes 8,030  14    9 

Candles 18,339    8    9 

Coals 8,412  10    0 

Forage  (oats,  hay,  bran,  com,  oil-meal,  &c.)  -  24,490    9    7 

Gold 112,668  15    6 

•  Hardware  and  machinery         -        -        -    -  88,489    0  11 

Leather  (manufftctured)       .        •        -        .  29,687    6  10 

Livestock 36,392    8    0 

Lumber  and  wood 34,862  16    0 

Provisions 206,678  10    1 

Spede 43,403  15     0 

Spirits,  wine,  ale,  &c.       -        n        -        -    -  47,715    1     3 

TertUe  goods 157,017    3    1 

Tobacco- 16,614  18    9 

Sundries    -        ^ 214,825    4    6 

£1,042,678    3    0 
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61,  As  population  spreads  over  the  now  unsettled  districts,  and     TmNroAD. 
internal  communication  is  facilitated  and  improved,  many  of  the 

articles  now  imported  from  abroad,  such  as  rice  and  all  tropical 
vegetables  and  provisions,  Indian  com,  and  even  live  stock,  might 
with  advantage  and  economy  be  raised  within  the  Island. 

62,  The  exports  of  1870  are  valued  at  1,277,574?.    Of  this  sum  Exports, 
the  products  of  the  Island  were  valued  at  932,8847. 

6d.  Ab  compared  with  the  large  crop  of  18(59,  the  produce  of  sugar, 
1870,  shows  a  diminution  of  22  per  cent.,  a  necessary  sequence  of  the 
miusually  dry  weather  in  1869.  The  crop  did  not  nowever  fall 
below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  Table : — 

Owfc 

Exports  of  sugar  in  1860 540,678 

1861 649,464 

1862 738,117 

„  1863 668,256 

1864 706,246 

1865 560,166 

1866 813,339 

1867 828,116 

„  „  1868        -        -  .        -  830,708 

1869 929,366 

Average  often  years,  716,454  cwt.    Export  of  1870,  819,042  cwt 

64.  The  export  of  cocoa  in  1870  reached  64,076  cwt,  and  showed  Export  of 
an  increase  ol  8,184  cwt.,  and  is  much  above  the  average  produce  of  co«»- 
the  last  ten  years,  which  was  53,181  cwt      As  it  is  five  or  ax  years 

from^  the  time  of  planting  before  young  cacao  trees  come  into  full 
bearing,  the  increase  in  the  annual  production  is  necessarily  slow. 
The  price  of  Trinadad  cocoa  in  the  European  markets  varies  greatly 
according  to  its  quality,  bein^  quoted  from  85  shillings  per  cwt.  for 
the  commoner  kinds,  to  130  shilhngs  for  the  most  superior*  It  is 
obviously  most  important  that  in  forming  new  plantations  care  should 
be  taken  to  perpetuate  only  the  finest  and  most  profitable  kinds.  No 
doubt  the  quality,  and  therefore  the  price  of  the  cocoa  depends  in 
some  measure  upon  the  character  of  the  soil,  but  much  also  depends 
upon  the  selection  of  the  proper  kinds  for  planting,  and  upon  careful 
cultivation.  This  is  a  subject  which  might  profitably  engage  the 
attention  of  the  local  Society  of  Arts^  especially  at  the  present  time, 
when  a  forward  movement  is  proceeding  in  the  settlement  of  Crown 
lands  by  small  proprietors,  most  of  whom  will  probably  engage  in 
cacao  cultivation. 

65.  The  largest  part  of  the  produce  of  the  Colony  was  as  usual 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Some  was  sent  to  the  United 
States.  The  trade  with  other  countries  and  colonies  was  chiefly  in 
merchandise,  not  the  produce  of  the  Colony.  The  distribution  of 
the  export  trade  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  :— 


*  Quoted  from  'Trinidad  Ohionicle '  of  July  25tb,  quoting  *  The  Grooer,'  June  24tb, 
1871. 
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.              To  the  United  Kingdom        ....  931,255  19  7 

„  British  Possessions 63,521  14  2 

„  the  United  States 21,412    7  6 

„  Venezuela 102,601    0  0 

„  France 89,432    5  7 

„  Spanish  West  Indies 8,694    8  0 

„  French  West  Indies         ....      6,778    8  2 

„  Germany 1,667  12  0 

„  otherplaoefl 908    7  6 

AffricuUure, 

66.  The  periodical  assessment  of  lands  under  cultiyation  will  be 
made  in  the  present  year.  The  areas  given  in  the  Blue  Book  are 
repeated  from  the  former  assessment.  I  propose  therefore  to  postpone 
making  any  report  upon  this  subject  untu  next  year. 

Grants  of  Land. 

67.  Six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  grants  of  Crown  land  were  made 
in  1870.  The  total  quantity  granted  was  9,316  acres.  Much  of 
this  land  had  been  previously  in  the  occupation  of  squatters,  but  some 
of  it  had  not  been  previously  reclaimed.  Some  of  tlie  grants  were 
made  to  Indian  immigrants  m  lieu  of  return  passages  to  India,  the 
remamder  was  sold  at  the  upset  price  of  1/.  per  acre. 

Gads  and  Prisoners. 

•Kot  printed.       68.  I  enclose  a  Report*  upon  the  "Bojsl  Oad  of  Trinidad  drawn  up 
by  the  presentable  Superintendent  of  prisons,  Mr.  Sealy.   The  total 
number  of  prisoners  committed  in  the  year  1870»  including  30  adjourned 
cases,  was  2,012.    This  b  a  considerable  decrease  upon  the  numbers 
committed  in  the  four  preceding  years.   The  following  summary  shows 
the  principal  offences  or  causes  of  committal : — 

Adjourned  cases        ----..-30 

Arson-        ..-----..  7 

Assaults  ------...      164 

Burglary     ..-....-.17 

Cruelty  to  animals    .-.--.-  6 

Cutting  wood  without  licence        .....  5 

Damaging  property  --.---.14 
Damaging  with  intent  to  steal  .  -  -  •  -  19 
Drunkenness     --------86 

Fighting 51 

Forgery    ---------  2 

Fraud  and  embezzlement      - 10 

Gambling-  ----..-.17 
Indecent  hehaviour  and  language  .  .  -  .  -  116 
Killing  and  slaying  ----..-20 
Larceny  -----.-..  257 
Menaces  ----.----10 
Murder  ---..----H 
Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences     .        -        -    -  4 

Eape        --.----.-  6 

Beoeiring  stolen  goods  - 24 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


Of  BXB  XAJBSTY'a  OOLOHUIi  POflSlBtlONS.  79 

Biotons  ocmduct        •       •-       •       •       -       -        11             Tumidad. 
Streets,  offenoee  in  public,  forions  driviiig,  throwing  

stones,  &c.        --------66 

Stftbbing  and  wounding 22 

Trespass 26 

Vagrancy-        ----..--22 

Sundry  other  offences    -------26 

Oonmutted  for  o£Banoes  against  immigration  laws,  breach 

of  ooniraotjAe.      .-..--.      727 

Ccmmitted  for  debt 218 

Committed  for  want  of  bail         -----  6 

CSrown  witnesses  --------         4 

Soldiers  committed  by  militaay  authorities  -        -        -        11 
Polioemen  committed  for  offences  against  police  ordinance         8 
Committed  for  squatting        ------        13 

Committed  for  offence  against  fire  ordinance        -       -         8 

Total  committals 2,012 

69.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  nationalities  of  the  prisoners 
committed  in  1870  : — 

Natires  of  Trinidad  -        -        -        -.     -        -        -      873 

„  India    ---....-      979 

^  Other  West  India  Islands   -       -        -        -      841 

„        China 147 

^  Africa       -------79 

„  Europe-        -----..62 

„  Venezuela-        ---..-        22 

„  North  America      ------          8 

„  Australia-        ------          6 

Total 2,012 

70.  The  large  preponderance  of  Indians  is  explained  by  reference 
to  the  offences  against  the  immigration  laws — committed  only  by 
imminants — which  numbered  more  than  a  third  of  the  total  com- 
mittals. These  offences  are  of  two  kinds,  breach  of  contract  in  not 
performing  their  allotted  tasks,  and  contrayening  the  Ordinance  by 
quitthig  the  estates  to  which  they  are  indentured  without  a  pass ;  the 
punishment  for  these  statutory  offences  varies  from  seven  days'  to 
three  months'  imprisonment. 

71.  The  year  1870  was  marked  by  a  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  burglaries  and  nocturnal  robberies  in  Port  of  Sp«un,  which  were 
attributed  by  the  public,  in  great  measure,  to  the  influx  of  a  number 
of  French  convicts  from  the  convict  settlement  of  Cayenne. 

Hospitals  and  Asylwm. 

72.  In  the  Port  of  Spain  hospital  there  were  208  patients  remaining 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  1,864  patients  were  admitted! 
Of  these  1,264  were  discharged  cured,  and  429  relieved ;  164  died; 
and  205  remained  in  the  hospital  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  daily 
average  of  patients  was  186.  Three  thousand  six  hundred  out- 
patients were  seen  or  prescribed  for.    The  mortality  in  thb  hospital 
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Tbiwdad.  in  2,062  cases  (the  total  number  of  patients  treated)  was  7*95  per 
cent.  The  hospital  was  siiccessiyely  under  the  care  of  three  house- 
surgeons,  Dr.  BoBtock,  who  resided  in  August,  Dr.  Ortiz,  who  took 
temporary  charge,  and  Dr.  Cuddeford,  the  present  house-eurgeon,  who 
relieved  Dr.  Ortiz  in  December. 

73.  In  the  San  Fernando  hospital  there  were  71  patients  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year ;  605  were  admitted ;  427  were  discharged 
cured ;  25  were  relieved ;  121  died ;  and  103  remained  in  the 
hospital  at  the  close  of  the  year.  •  The  daily  average  was  76.  The 
mortality  in  this  hospital  in  676  cases  was  at  the  rate  of  17*89.  The 
cause  of  this  excessive  mortality  has  been  under  investigation  by  Dr. 
Crane,  the  Surgeon-General,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  removed. 

74.  New  regulations  are  now  under  conaderation  for  improving  the 
management  of  both  these  hospitals. 

75.  In  the  lunatic  asylum  the  daily  average  of  patients  through  the 
year  was  91.  Thirty-three  patients  were  admitted  and  16  discharged 
cured  during  the  12  months.  Ten  died.  This  asylum  is  very  well 
managed  imder  the  careful  superintendence  of  Dr.  Murray,  the 
medical  officer  in  charge. 

76.  Besides  these  three  institutions  there  are  several  others  for  the 
relief  of  the  indigent  sick,4iamely,  the  leper  hospital  at  Cocorite,  and 
the  house  of  refuge,  both  supported  by  the  Qovemment ;  an  almshouse 
supported  bv  the  Municipality  of  Port  of  Spain  ;  and  an  orphan  home 
for  Coolie  cnildren,  supported  partly  by  Cbvemment,  partly  by  volun- 
tary contributions,  ana  partiy  by  the  exertions  of  the  children,  who 
are  taught  to  labour  in  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  house. 

Literary  Institutions. 

77.  The  principal  literary  institution  is  the  public  library,  founded 
by  Ordinance  in  1851,  and  supported  by  subscription  aided  by  a 
grant  of  300Z.  a  year  irom  tiie  public  treasury.  The  library  is  at 
present  kept  in  a  hired  house,  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  a 
suitable  public  building,  which  would  not  only  include  the  library, 
but  also  afford  accommodation  for  the  large  collection  of  bircls, 
reptiles,  and  other  specimens  of  the  natural  history  of  the  Island, 
prepared  by  the  late  Dr.  Leotand,  and  now  in  possession  of  the 
Government.  A  public  museum,  exhibiting  a  complete  collection  of 
specimens  of  the  natural  history  and  of  the  geology  and  mineralogy 
of  the  Island,  could  not  &il  to  be  a  public  advantage. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        J.  R.  Lonodhn, 

&e.        &c.        <Src.  Governor. 
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Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Rawson,  C.B., 
to  The  Eabl  op  Edcbebley. 

(No.  113.)  Windward  Islands,  Barbados, 

My  Lobd,  September  15,  1871. 

I  HA7B  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  copies,  in  duplicate, 
of  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1870,  together  with  my  Report  to 
accompany  it 

2.  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  former  is  printed  for  the 
first  time,  which  will  render  its  contents  much  more  widely  useful  than 
hitherto.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  completing  it  earlier,  according 
to  your  Lordship's  desire  and  instructions,  have  ^en  explained  in  my 
De^tch,  No.  61,  of  the  7th  June  last 

3.  I  have  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  the  past  year  proved  some- 
what more  favourable  for  the  population  and  commerce  of  the  Island 
than  the  one  peceding.  The  prosperity  of  Barbados  depends 
mainly — almost  entirelv — upon  its  sugar  crop.  The  sugar  crop 
depends  upon  the  raintall.  The  one  may  be  considered  as  the  wet 
bulb,  and  the  other  as  the  dry  bulb,  of  tne  instrument  by  which  the 
well-being  of  the  Island  may  be  annually  gauged. 

4.  The  ndnfeU  of  1868,  followed  by  the  very  deficient  crop  of 
1869,  was  only  44*60  inches.  It  had  only  once  been  less  in  the  last 
24  years,  viz.  in  1863,  when  it  was  followed  by  a  crop  which  fell 
below  the  average  by  19  per  cent  In  1858  it  was  44  "75  inches, 
closely  the  same  as  in  1868,  and  was  followed  by  a  crop  11  per  cent 
below  the  average.  The  rainfall  of  1869  was  somewhat  higher, 
48  *  52  inches.  1  he  nearest  approximation  to  that  was  48  *  49  inches 
in  1856,  which  was  followed  by  a  crop  14  per  cent,  below  the 
average. 

5.  The  crop  of  1869  was  the  smallest  that  had  been  taken  off 
since  the  years  1847-49,  when  the  system  of  plautinff  was  very  much 
inferior,  and  the  use  of  artificial  manures  had  scarcelybeen  introduced. 
The  yield  of  1869  was  only  32,150  hogsheads,  being  28  per  cent 
below  the  average.  In  1859  the  deficiency  was  not  so  great,  only  11 
per  cent;  in  1864  it  was  19  per  cent  The  yield  of  1870  was 
39,360  hogsheads,  which  was  12  per  cent  below  the  average,  corre- 
sponding closely  with  that  of  1857,  which  was  14  per  cent  below  it 

6.  The  above  connection  between  the  rainfall  and  the  crops,  and  the 
frequent  coincidences  between  similar  years,  as  in  1857  and  1870,  are 
so  remarkable,  as  to  appear  to  me  to  justify  the  prominence  which  I 
have  given  to  them  in  this  Report,  with  the  view  of  attracting  the 
attention  of  sugar  planters  on  this  and  other  islands  to  the  suoject, 
and  of  stimulating  them  to  preserve,  if  they  already  fortunately 
possess,  an  abundant  supply  of  rain,  or  means  of  irrigationi  or  to 
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BiBBADoe.    acquire  them  by  artificial  appliances,  if,  as  in  this  Island,  they  do  not 
possess  them,  and  are  exposed  to  frequently  recurring  droughts. 

7.  The  earlier  part  of  the  year  1870  was  marked  by  much  dis- 
couragement and  apprehension,  not  only  for  the  crop  of  the  year,  but 
for  tnat  of  1871.  Tne  rainfall  of  the  first  five  months  had  been  15 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1869,  and  25 
per  cent,  less  than  the  average.  An  abundant  rainfall  in  June  (being 
nearly  double  the  average),  and  a  well-distributed  and  sufficiently 
abundant  rainfall  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  although  it  came 
too  late  to  benefit  the  crop  of  the  year,  dissipated  the  apprehension  of 
a  third  consecutively  deficient  crop,  and  encouraged  a  reasonable 
expectation,  which  has  since  been  realized,  of  an  abundant,  if  not  of 
a  large  crop  in  1871. 

8.  Consequently,  as  the  year  advanced,  as  the  losses  arising  from 
the  short  quantity,  and  very  low  quality,  of  the  crop  of  1869,  and 
from  the  low  prices  which  the  crop  generally  fetched,  were  settled, 
and  began  to  be  forgotten,  the  spirits  of  the  agriculturists,  which  is 
synonymous  with  the  population  of  Barbados,  rose  with  the  pluvi- 
ometer, and  had  nearly  recovered  their  normal  height  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

9.  Other  circumstances  contributed  to  this  result.  Two  sugar 
refineries  were  brought  into  active  operation  in  Bridgetown,  which 
provided  a  profitable  local  market  for  molasses  and  even  for  inferior 
sugars.  Foreign  trade  prospered.  The  war  in  France  caused  an 
extraordinary  temporary  demand  for  an  unusual  class  of  goods  from 
the  neighbouring  French  colonies.  The  political  conflict  l^tween  the 
two  Chambers  was  brought  to  an  end.  jPublic  works  were  resumed. 
The  revenue  increased ;  useful  legislation  was  revived ;  and  the  cloud 
of  depression  and  stagnation,  intensified  by  the  bitterness  of  political 
strife,  which  had  hung  over  the  Island  for  the  two  p^-eceding  years, 
began  to  disperse.  I  will  proceed  to  note  the  principal  features  of 
the  annual  returns. 

1.  TanseB,  Jhdies,  do. 

'  10.  A  complete  revision  of  the  tariff  was  made,  and  the  new  law 
came  into  operation  after  the  31st  March.  No  great  changes  were 
made  in  the  rates  of  duty,  but  the  operations  of  trade  were  facilitated, 
and  the  exemption  of  articles  required  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's 
military  and  naval  services  was  made  complete.  Further  facilities  in 
respect  of  bonding  bulky  ffoods,  not  likely  to  be  smuggled,  were 
given,  by  establishing  two  classes  of  bonding  warehouses — oue,  under 
that  name,  for  spirits,  wine,  tobacco,  and  articles  of  that  description, 
in  which  the  bonding  system  is  strictly  maintained  ;  the  other,  called 
licensed  warehouses,  in  which  the  same  constant  superintendence  of 
an  officer  is  dispensed  with,  but  the  parties  licensed  are  held  respon- 
sible for  the  duties  on  all  articles  deposited  therein,  whenever  taken 
out  for  consumption,  or  ascertained  to  be  deficient. 

2.  Bevenw  and  Expendiiure. 

11.  As  a  review  of  the  finances  of  a  single  year  gives  but  an  im- 
perfect idea  of  the  financial  position  of  a  country,  it  may  not  be  out 
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of  place  to  repeat  here  some  of  the  statements  which  I  had  occasion    Babbados. 
to  Jay  before  tne  Legislature  when  sending  down  the  estimates  of  the        — 
year. 

12.  The  financial  accounts  of  the  last  four  years  exhibit  satisfactory 
results ;  first,  stability  in  the  revenue,  notwithstanding  that  two  suc- 
cessive unfavourable  seasons  have  greatly  reduced  the  staple  crop  of 
the  Island,  and  straitened  the  means  of  the  population;  and, 
secondly,  equalization  of  revenue  with  expenditure,  notwithstanding 
the  advances  made  during  this  period  to  sundry  public  bodies,  and 
the  payment  of  heavy  arrears  for  works  due  at  the  commencement 
of  it 

13.  The  gross  revenue  of  1870  amounted  to  104,931?. ;  in  1869 
it  was  102,606Z. ;  in  1868,  105,545Z. 

14.  After  deducting  the  addition  of  20  per  cent,  made  to  the 
Customs  duties  in  April,  1868,  for  the  purposes  of  creating  a  fund  for 
the  erection  of  public  buildings,  the  balance  of  ordinary  revenue 
applicable  to  general  purposes  in  each  of  the  three  years  was  :^ 

£ 

In  1868     99,621 

„  1869 94,424 

„  1870 96,372 

The  amount  in  1867  was         -   -    98 ,  347 

15.  The  large  crop  made  in  1868  only  increased  the  rorenue  of 
that  ye  ar  by  about  1,200Z.  The  small  crop  of  1869  reduced  it  by 
5,100?.  Last  year  the  revenue,  though  improved,  was  still  2,000?. 
below  the  amount  of  1867. 

16.  The  additional  Customs  duties  have  yielded  in  the  three  years 
as  follows,  nett,  after  deducting  drawbacks : — 

£ 
In  1868      -.      -        -    6,024) 
„  1869  .        .   .    8,182  y  £22,766 

„  1870      .        .        -    8,560  j 

The  amount  remaining  available  at  the  close  of  the  year,  after  paying 
6,476?.  for  the  purchiwe  of  the  site,  and  2,509?.  in  instalments  upon 
the  contract  for  the  portion  of  the  public  buildings  already  com- 
menced, was  13,778?. 

17.  The  increase  in  the  receipts  in  1870  arose  chiefly  under  the 
same  heads  as  the  decrease  in  1869,  but  the  rum  duty  contmued  to 
decrease. 

18.  The  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hand  and  Colonial  Bank,  applic- 
able to  general  purposes,  which  was  14,111?.  on  the  1st  Januanr, 
1870,  was  13,335?.  on  the  31st  December,  being  reduced  by  (mly 
776?. 

19.  The  expenditure  of  the  same  three  years,  excluding  the  Public 
Building  Fund,  was : — 

£ 

In  1868     98,847 

„  1869 97,298 

^1870 97,149 

In  1867,  the  year  feefpre  the  stoppage  of  public  works,  it  was  99,878?. 
^  F  2 
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DAiiBADoa.        20.  The  principal  items  of  extraordinary  expenditure,  arising  under 
*"""       the  heads  of  mofehead  department,  militia,  public  works  ana  build- 
ings and  city  improvements  (other  than  the  new  public  buildings), 
roads,  and  advances  on  loans  or  spedal  grants,  amounted  in  the 
above  years : — 

£ 
In  1867  to  19,772 

„  1868  „  17,702     Average 

„  1869  „  17,032    £16,867. 

„  1870  „  12,964 

21.  Deducting  this  extraordinary  expenditure  from  the  totals  shown 
in  paragraph  19,  the  ordinary  expenoiture  of  the  four  years  stands 
thus: — 

In  1867  .        .  80,111 

„   1868  -        -   -  75,645     Average 

„   1869  .        .  80,266     £80,026. 

„   1870  .        .   -  84,185) 

22.  The  comparative  revenue  and  expenditure  of  each  year,  ex- 
cluding the  Public  Buildings  Fund,  was : — 

Bevenue.  Ezpendituia 


£ 

£ 

In  1867  -   - 

98,347 

-   99,783 

,,1868 

99,621 

-   93,347 

„  1869  - 

96,424 

-   97,298 

„1870 

96,822 

-   97,149 

Total         -      388,664      .    387,577 

leaving  a  trifling  balance  in  favour  of  the  revenue.  But  during  Uiis 
period  the  operations  of  the  Molehead  Board  have  been  at  a  stand- 
still, and  few  public  works  of  any  consequence  have  been  undertaken. 

3.  Local  Bevenues. 

23.  The  revenue  and  e:qpenditure  of  the  several  vestries  varies  but 
little  firom  year  to  year.    The  total  receipts  were  : — 

£ 

In  1869     21,142 

„  1870 20,656 

The  expenditure  was : — 

£ 

In  1869     21,626 

„  1870 21,339 

24.  The  chief  objects  of  expenditure  in  these  years  were : — 

1869.  1870. 

£  £ 

ReKefof  the  poor        -    6,987  -  7,141 

i:ducatioH        -        -    -     1,697  -  1,228 

Church  expenses  t        •    2,707  -  2,350 

The  parochial  ex|)enditure  on  education  is  supplementary  to  that  pro- 
vided by  the  Legislature,  and  disbursed  by  the  Education  Committee, 
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25.  The  revenue  raised  and  expended  by  the  Road  Commissioners,    Babbawm. 

independent  of  the  grants  made  to  them  by  the  Legislature,  which        

amounted  in  1870  to  5,450Z.,  was : — 

In  1869     ...        -    6,911  17    2 
„  1870         ....    7,001    2    4 

This  revenue  is  derived  from  the  following  sources : — 

Land,  rated  at  9(2.  per  acre  -  •  acres  101,182 
Tax  on  rents,  at  IJi  per  £ ;  amount  £911  9s.  Sid. 
Horses,  at  6«.  each  ...      Ko.  1,909 

Mules,  at  8«.  9(2.  each      -        -        -   -       „    8,287 
Asses,  at  2«.  each         ....,,        804 
Wheels  of  burthen,  at  2«.  6i2.  each  -    -       „    7,666 
„        pleasure,        „  „  -       „    8,948 

The  extent  of  main  roads  in  the  Island  is  274  miles ;  of  cross  roads, 
203  miles. 

4.  Direct  Taxation. 

26.  The  following  comparison  of  the  direct  and  indirect  taxation 
of  the  Island,  induding  general  and  parochial,  and  not  confining  tbe 
former  to  land  and  houses,  will  possess  interest  The  figures  are 
taken  from  the  revenues  of  1869  in  the  several  Windward  Islands, 
and  fit)ni  the  estimates  of  Jamaica  for  1869-70. 

Bevbnubs. 


P^romt&go 

DbKcL 

Indirect 

Total 

Proportion 

of  Wrect 

to  the  whole. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Barbados     - 

41,006 

87.808 

128.814 

32 

St  Vincent     -  - 

7.135 

22,781 

29.916 

25 

Grenada 

7,225 

19,983 

27,208 

26 

Tobago    - 

2,617 

7.084 

9,701 

27 

8t  Lucia     •       - 

4,443 

15,549 

19.992 

22 

Jamaica  -       •   - 

100,212 

301,522 

401,734 

25 

5.  Public  Belt. 

27.  Still  none.  The  balance  of  general  revenue  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  13,335/.,  being  only  776Z.  less  than  at  the  beginning. 
The  balance  of  the  Public  Buildings  Fund  on  tbe  8l8t  December 
was  13,778/. 

6.  MilUary  Expenditure. 

28.  The  expenditure  incurred  by  Her  Majesty's  Goveniment  for 
military  establishments  exhibits  a  considerable  decrease,  vis.  :-^ 

In  1868     87,428 

„  1869 90,887 

„  1870 77,268 

Of  tbe  last  amount  6|986/.  was  on  account  of  works  and  buildings^ 
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®A^^^       Nothing  was  expended  on  account  of  the  militia  in  1870,  Uie  arms 
having  been  kept  in  order  by  the  polioe* 

7.  PuWio  Works. 

29.  The  expenditure  on  public  works  during  the  year  amounted 
to  7,6197.9  of  which  2,6092.  was  on  account  of  the  new  public 
buildings.  Besides  these,  the  principal  works  commenced  or  put  in 
hand  during  the  year  were  the  new  brid^  and  the  repairs  of  the 
molehead.  No  progress  was  made  in  deciding  the  question  of  har- 
bour works. 

8.  LeffislaHon. 

80.  The  principal  Acts  passed  during  the  year  were : — 

l.^To  consolidate  the  Acts  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
(Island. 

2.  To  establish  a  Board  of  Molehead  Commissioners. 

3.  To  Appropriate    casual    revenues    arising    from    escheated 

estates. 

4.  To  authorize  the  Bridgetown  Water  Company  to  extend 

their  worka 

5.  To  amend  the  law  relating  to  promissory  oaths. 

6.  To  alter  the  Petty  Debts  Act  passed  in  1869. 

7.  To  regulate  the  landing  and  storing  of  petroleum. 

8.  To  encourage  the  laying  down  of  water-works  in  the  rural 

districts. 

9.  To  amend  the  law  for  the  encouragement  of  submarine 

telegraphs. 

10.  To  provide  aid  towards  the  Harrison's  Free  School. 

11.  To  provide  aid  toward  the    Codrington  College  Grammar 

School. 

12.  To  provide  a  superannuation  fund  for  officers  in  the  public 

service. 

13.  To  form  the  police  magistracies  Into  districts. 

^      14.  To  grant  public  aid  to  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren 
(Moravians). 

9.  PoUiieal  t^ranehtBe,  Coundh^  and  Assembly. 

31.  Major-General  Munro,  C.B»,  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
troops  in  this  Island  and  throughout  the  West  Indies,  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Council.  There  was  no  general  election  m  1870. 
The  Assembly  elected  on  8th  November,  1869,  expired  at  that  date 
in  1870.  The  new  election  did  not  take  place  until  the  16th  January, 
1871.  ^ 

10.  PojpidcUion* 

82.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  baptisms  and  deaths, 

the  former  of  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  emigration  which  has 

been  in  progress,  more  or  less  active,  fbr  some  years  past,  and  which, 

it  baa  been  ascertained,  ba«  seriously  disturbed  the  normal  condition 
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of  the  population ;  and  the  latter  may  be  attributed  partly  to  the  BAMiADoa» 
same  cause,  and  partly  to  an  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Island,  which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  cessation  of  the  pro- 
tracted drought,  and  the  consequent  amelioration  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  labouring  classes.  The  share  which  these  and  other  causes 
may  have  had  in  influencing  the  progress  of  the  population  cannot  be 
accurately  stated  on  account  of  the  much-to-be-regretted  absence  of 
any  proper  system  of  registration.  The  latter  inference  is  fairly 
drawn  from  the  fact  that  while  there  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  burials  in  the  city  of  Bridgetown  and  the  surrounding 
parish,  there  has  been  a  large  diminution  in  most  of  the  rurd 
districts,  viz.  :-^ 

1869,  1870. 

Bridgetown  and  t^arish  of  St.  Michael    1,280    -    1,455 
Best  of  Island         ....    2,672    -    1,990 

Baptibms. 

In  1868 6,563 

„  1869 6,359 

„  1870 6,028 

DIabbuoss. 

In  1868 687 

„  1869 603 

„  1870 620 

BUBIALS. 

In  1868 3,924 

„  1869 8,852 

„  1870 3,445 

33.  I  have  lately  had  occasion  to  point  out  in  what  respects  the 
above  return  of  baptisms  and  burials  is  likely  to  difier  from  a  correct 
return  of  births  and  deaths.  I  am  enabled  on  this  occasion  to  submit 
a  summary  of  an  abstract  prepared  by  the  oflBcer  whose  duty  it  is  to 
make  an  alphabetical  index  of  all  baptisms  and  burials,  digested  from 
the  parochial  registers  for  1870,  which  confirms  this  statement,  and 
contains  some  useful  information. 

34.  His  abstract  shows  a  total  of  6,667  instead  of  6,028  baptisms, 
being  a  difference  of  more  than  10  per  cent.    Of  these, 

4, 706  were  of  children  bom  in  the  year  1870 

1,726        „  „  „  „  1869 

55        „  „  ,>  „  1868 

27         „  „  „  „  1867 

74        „  „  „  „  1866  to  I860, 

14        „       adults 

65  no  age  was  recorded 

Total  .6,667 
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CAriBADOi.        35.  Of  3,486  burials  recorded,  which  differs  only  by  an  excess  of 
41  over  the  above  return, 
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28  had  no  age  specified 


Toial  >  8,486 

36.  The  number  stated  above  to  have  reached  a  very  advanced 
age  is  not  altogether  incredible,  as,  by  the  census  of  the  present  year, 
the  number  of  persons  alive  above  100  years  old  was  21,  besides 
perhaps  some  out  of  19  whose  a^es  were  not  stated. 

37.  The  percentage  of  burials  at  each  age  was  as  follows : — 

Per  cent.  Per  cent. 


Under  1  year 

82-1 

50  to    60 

-      4-9 

1  to    5 

20-6 

60  „    70 

-      5-7 

6  „  10 

8-3 

70  „    80 

-      5-2 

10  „  15 

2-4 

80  „    90 

-      8-7 

15  „  20 

3-8 

90  „  100 

-      1-0 

20  „  80 

7-1 

Above  100 

-      1-1 

80  „  40 
40  „  50 

4-6 
4-6 

Total 

-  100  0 

38.  The  proportion  of  burials  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  to 
the  baptisms  of  infants  bom  in  1870  was  23  *  8,  and  to  those  of 
infants  born  in  1869  and  1870  it  was  15*1  per  cent. 

39.  The  percentage  proportion  of  burials  to  the  population  living 
at  the  same  ages,  according  to  the  census  of  1871  was  as  follows: — 

Per  cent.  Per  cent 


Under  1  year 

19-4 

40  to    50    -      1-4 

Ito    6 

8-1 

60  „    60    -      2-1 

5  „  10 

0-5 

60  „    70    -      4-7 

10  „  15 

0*4 

70  „    80    -      8-7 

15  „  20 

0-6 

80  „    90    -    29-0 

20  „  80 

0-9 

90  „  100    -    21-3 

80  „40 

1-0 

Above  100       -       -    48-0 

40.  I  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  compare  these  results  with  the 
mortality  tables  of  other  countries  and  islands  similarly  situated.    I 
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hope  to  have  obtained  the  materials  for  such  a  comparison  before    Babbados. 

I  report   upon  the  census.     Meanwhile  it   is  apparent  that  the        

mortality  among  young  children  calls  for  examination,  and  it  is  not 
premature  to  report  that  the  census  reveals  important  and  unexpected 
features,  which  appear  to  result  from  a  larger  emigration,  especially 
of  males,  than  was  supposed  to  have  taken  place,  and  which  has 
reduced  the  actual  population  of  the  Island  from  the  estimated  number 
of  180,000  to  the  computed  number  of  161,594. 

11.  Education. 
41.  The  number  of  aided  schools  reported  in  the  Blue  Book  with 
the  number  of  scholars  is, 

Schools.  Scholars. 

Public  and  Church  of  England     -    120        -        10,610.; 

Wesleyan 5        -  484 

Moravian 16        -  1,475 


Total       -        -    141        -        12,669 


These  figures  show  a  small  reduction  in  the  number  of  schools,  and  a 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars. 

42.  During  the  past  yeai'  the  Legislature  has  evinced  a  very  liberal 
disposition  to  aid  middle-class  education.  It  has  voted  a  consider- 
able sum  towards  resuscitating  the  Harrison  Trust  Schools,  which 
had  fallen  into  decay ;  and  it  has  contributed  a  similar  assistance  to 
the  Codrington  College  Grammar  School. 

43.  An  effort  which  I  made  to  enlarge  the  sphere  and  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  Codrington  College,  by  affiliating  it  with  some 
British  University,  and  thus  rendering  it  capable  of  conferring 
degrees  as  well  as  testamurs,  by  appointing  additional  professors,  and 
aiming  at  making  it  a  colleg^te  institution  for  the  surrounding  islands, 
and  not,  as  at  present,  a  small  theological  school,  did  not  meet  with 
the  synipathy  of  the  trustees,  and  appears  to  have  been  entirely  mis- 
understood by  the  late  Principal,  to  whom  my  suggestions  were 
referred,  and  whose  opinion  is  generally  supposed  to  have  deserved 
weight  with  the  trustees.  The  attention  of  the  Educational  Com- 
mittee is  being  specially  directed  to  the  establishment  and  extension 
of  infant  schools. 

12.  Oadls  and  Grime. 
44.  The  number  of  committals  in  1869  showed  an  increase  of 
30  per  cent,  above  that  of  1868,  from  3,380  to  4,333.  In  1870  the 
number  has  diminished  in  a  corresponding  proportion,  and  was 
the  same  as  in  the  prosperous  year  of  1868,  viz.  3,388.  The  adoption 
of  a  system  of  prison  discipline,  enforced  by  the  use  of  the  treadwheel 
in  the  principal  convict  prison  at  Glendairy,  and  of  shot-drill  in  that 
and  the  other  prisons,  is  producing  a  good  effect.  This  is  attested  in 
a  remarkable  manner  by  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  ^^  recidives." 
In  1869  the  proportion  of  those  who  had  been  committed  once,  or 
more  frequently,  was  no  less  than  39  per  cent. ;  m  1870  it  was 
reduced  to  22.  Of  offenders  who  had  been  committed  once  before,  the 
proportion  iu  1869  was  17  per  cent. ;  in  1870  it  was  only  8  per  cent. 
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^Babbado*    Of  the  more  hardened  oflfenders,  who  had  been  committed  three  timed 
or  more>  the  proportion  was  reduced  from  13  to  11  per  cent. 

Trade  and  Shipping, 

45.  I  hare  in  previous  Reports  deprecated  any  positive  conclusions 
being  drawn  from  the  trade  returns  previous  to  1869.  The  returns, 
however,  of  that  year  and  1870  are  suflSciently  correct.  Those  for 
the  two  previous  years  are  added  for  comparison,  subject  to  the  above 
caution. 

Total  Value  op  Imports. 

£ 
In  1867        ...        -        989,603 

„  1868 1,134,257 

„  1869        .        -        .        -    1,026,220 
„  1870 1,069,867 

Total  Valub  of  Exports. 

£ 
In  1867        -        -        -        •    1,245,501 

„  1868 1,269,674 

„  1869        -        -        -        -        935,424 
„  1870 973,020 

Quantities  and  Value  ot  Muscovado  Suoab  Expobtbd. 

Quantities.  Yalua 


In  1867 
„  1868 
„  1869 


Hhds. 

51,304 
58,250 
82,150 
39,360 


800,970 
857,250 
479,550 
691,990 


„  1870    - 

46.  It  is  customary  to  measure  the'  crop  of  the  year  by  the 
quantity  of  sugar  exported.  But  what  is  called  the  "offal  crop," 
consisting  of  molasses  and  rum,  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
In  the  above  four  years  the  value  of  the  quantities  of  that  crop 
exported,  independent  of  those  consumed  in  the  Island,  which  are  by 
no  means  inconsiderable,  especially  of  rum,  which  is  not  usually 
exported,  amounted  to  a  large  percentage  upon  the  value  of  the 
sugar  crop,  viz. :  — 

Value  op  Exports  op 


In  1867       - 
„  18t)8   . 
„  1869 
„  1870   - 

Average 


Sugar. 


£ 
800.970 
867,250 
479.550 
591,990 


682,440 


Molasses. 


£ 

112,027 

137,460 

100,569 

98,406 


127,U3 


Rum. 


1.522 

886 
1,244 
4,063 


1,978 


Proportion 

of  Molosscfl 

and  Rum 

to  Sugar. 


14 
16 
33 
17 


19 


I  47.  Besides  sugar,  molasses,  and  mm,  the  exports    of  colonial 

? reduce  are  insignificant.     In  the  last  two  years  they  averaged 
,284?.,  the  principal  articles  being  enapty  packages,  which  are  not 
really  a  colonial  produce,  and  lime.     The  remainder  consists  of  the 
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transit  trade,  i.e.  merchandise  imported   chiefly  from  the  United    Barbados. 

States,  Great  Britain,  and  British  North  America,  and  re-exported  to        

British  Guiana  and  the  neighbouring  West  Indian  Islands.     The 
amount  of  this  trade  in  the  last  two  years  has  been : — 

£ 

In  1869  287,444 

„  1870 270,699 

It  concerns  the  merchants  and  Le^lature  of  Barbados  to  take  care, 
by  the  exemption  of  this  class  of  goods  from  all  unnecessary  or  exces- 
sive charges,  commercial  and  fiscal,  to  prevent  the  estabUshment  of 
the  electric  telegraph  from  injuring  this  branch  of  the  trade  of  the 
Island  If  charges  are  kept  low,  tue  telegraph  is  likely  to  increase 
the  present  trade  with  the  Island  as  a  central  dep6t  for  foreign  goods. 
48.  The  direction  of  the  trade  is  shown  in  the  following  summary 
of  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  in  1870  : — 

Imports.  Exports. 


United  Kingdom 

£ 
-    413,908 

^ 

£ 
544,4&S 

British  Colonies 

-    -     151,252 

^ 

295,081 

Foreign  CJonntries 

-    504,706 

- 

133,583 

One-half  of  the  imports  from  the  British  Colonies  consists  of  lumber, 
staves,  and  fish  from  the  British  North  American  Provinces.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  exports  are  distributed  among  the  West  Indies  and 
British  Guiana.  Two-thirds  of  the  imports  from  foreign  countries 
consist  of  provisions,  lumber,  &c.,  from  the  United  States ;  the  other 
third  consisted  chiefly  in  1870  of  guano  from  Peru,  and  mules  from 
South  America.  Of  the  exports  to  foreign  countries  five-sixths  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  the  rest  chiefly  to  foreign  West  Indies. 

49.  The  destination  of  the  sugar  and  molasses  during  the  last  two 
years  haw  been : — 

1869.  1870. 


To  United  Kingdom  • 

£ 
424,769 

£ 
525,840 

„   United  States    - 

134,724 

97,791 

„   BritiBh  North  America  - 

76,944 

64,293 

„  Other  Oonntries        -    - 

3,881 

2,626 

50.  As  the  returns  of  shipping  may  be  depended  upon  for  1870, 
the  following  particulars  are  noticed,  which  will  afford  a  good  general 
view  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  Island.  There  is  but  one 
port  of  entry,  Bridgetown,  in  Carlisle  Bay.     Of  vessels  entered,  there 

were : — 

No.  Tonnage.  Average  size. 

British      ^        -    1,025        -        97,442        -  95  tons. 

Forei^         -    -        236        -        41,093        -        174     „ 

Total         -    1,261  138,535  269     „ 

Of  the  totaP  number,  121,  of  14,674  tons,  were  in  ballast.    The 

majority  of  the  latter  were  chiefly  from  the  VVest  Indies. 

I  51.  The  difference  in  the  size  is  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
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Ba&baios.    schooners  and  small  craft  engaged  in  the  intercolonial  trade.    This  is 
shown  in  the  fddlowing  statement : — 

Entsbed. 
From  West  Indies  and  Guiana : — 

Na 


British  -        -    777 

Foreign    •        -    -      76 

From  other  Gomitries: — 
British  -        -    247 

Foreign    -        -    -     143 
Whalers        -        -      18        - 

Clbabed. 
To  West  Indies  and  Guiana : — 

No.  Tons. 


Tons. 

8M65 
3,801 

58,285 

35,216 

2,178 


Average  8126. 

50  tons. 
50    . 


236 
246 
121 


British  -        .    875 

Foreign    -        -    -    180 

From  other  Countries  : — 
British  .        -    152 

Foreign    -        -    -      43 
Whalers        -        -      16 


57,270 
80,727 


39,982 
9,392 
1,911 


ATeragesize. 

65  tons. 
170    „ 


263 
219 
119 


Some  of  the  above  differences  are  caused  by  larger  vessels,  after 
bringing  cargoes  from  other  countries,  leaving  for  other  of  the  West 
Indies,  and  by  large  foreign  vessels,  seeking,  going  on  to  St  Thomas, 
with  the  same  object. 

52.  The  course  of  trade  is  further  illustrated  by  the  following  per- 
centage of  British  and  foreign  tonnage  arriving  and  clearing  in 
ballast: — 

Abrtvsd. 
With  CargoeB.  In  Ballast. 


British 

-    85-8  percent 

14*2  percent 

Foreign 

.        .    .    98-1        „ 
Clkabm). 

-          1-9*^    „ 

British 

.        .        .    78-0        „ 

-        22-0        „ 

Foreign 

.        .   .    44-0        „ 

56-0 

53.  Of  the  total  tonnage,  there  arrived 

from   each   country  as 

follows : — 

Percent 

United  States  -        -        .        . 

about   23 

United  Kingdom  -        -        -    - 

«      17 

British  West  Indies 

„      16 

British  North  America         -    - 

„      10 

British  Guiana         ... 

„       10 

Buenos  Ayres      -        -        -    - 

„        6 

Peru 

„        5 

All  other  Countries     -        -    - 

„      14 

Total 


100  , 
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A  similar  summary  of  the    onnage  of  vessels  clearing  for  each    Babbados. 
country  is  somewhat  disturbed  by  tSs  number  of  those  which  go  to 
St  Thomas  seeking  :•— - 

Per  cent. 


British  West  Indies 

about 

28 

Foreign        „               .        -    - 

99 

27 

United  Kingdom      •        -        . 

99 

19 

United  States      .... 

jy 

9 

British  Omana         ... 

9} 

8 

British  North  America         -    - 

9) 

6 

Other  Countries       .        -        - 

•9 

8 

Total        ...  100 

54.  Of  the  vessels  clearing  outwards,  a  larger  proportion  were 
in  ballast  than  of  those  entering : — 

No.  Tonimge. 

Entered  -        .121        -        li^4t 

Geared      .        -    -    209        -        44,948 

Of  the  tonnage  which  entered, 

70  per  ceni  was  ...  British 

21      „           „    -  -        -   -  American 

4  „          „  .        .        .  French 

5  „          „    -  -        -   -  Other 

Oeneral  BemarJcs. 

.  55.  In  the  commencement  of  this  Report  I  pointed  out  the 
remarkable  approximation  between  the  rainfall  and  the  sugar  crops 
of  1869  and  1870,  and  in  two  corresponding  years.  In  concluding 
my  annual  Report  last  year,  I  estimated  the  crop  of  1870,  upon  a 
rainfall  of  47  inches  in  1869,  at  38,000  hhds.  But  the  rainfall  was 
48-52  mches,  which  would  add  1,200  hhds.  (at  the  rate  of  800  hhds. 
for  each  inch)  to  the  estimate,  making  a  total  of  39,160  hhds.  The 
actual  export  was  39,360  hhds.  The  approximation  is  so  dose  as  to 
go  far  towards  proving  the  correctness  of  the  formula. 

56.  The  rainfall  of  1870  was  60*17  inches,  nearly  two  inches 
above  the  average.  The  crop  of  1871,  according  to  the  same  rule, 
should  be  48,160  hhds.  It  has  reached  53,679  hhds.  up  to  the 
present  date,  and  will  probably  not  stop  short  of  54,000  hhds.  The 
crop  has  proved  unexpectedly  large.  The  public  estimate  did  not 
exceed  50,000.  I  attribute  the  large  excess  to  the  equal  and  favour- 
able distribution  of  the  rain  during  the  latter  half  of  1870,  and  to  the 
great  dryness  during  the  time  of  making  the  crop  of  the  present  year. 
These  favourable  curcumstances  would  justify  an  increase  over  the 
average  of  800  hhds.  to  the  inch.  An  increase  to  the  maximum 
yield  yet  observed,  which  was  886  hhds.  to  an  inch  after  the  very 
small  rainfall  of  1858,  would  bring  it  to  within  500  hhds.  of  the 
yield.  This  crop  may  therefore  be  taken  to  be  an  exceptionally  good 
one,  having  only  been  exceeded  in  the  years  1866  and  1868,  as 
regards  actual  quantity,  and  not  having  been  exceeded  in  any  as 
regards  the  proportion  of  the  crop  to  the  rainfalK 
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Babkapob.  57,  I  had  proposed  to  add  some  further  information  in  this  year*s 
Report  regaraing  the  rainfall  of  the  Island.  But  I  have  found  my 
materials,  and  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  them,  increase  so 
much  in  extent  and  importance,  that  I  must  adopt  a  diflFerent  channel 
for  recording  the  information. 

58.  At  the  close  of  1870  the  prospects  of  the  following  year  were 
favourable,  and  notwithstanding  a  great  want  of  rain  in  the  first 
seven  months,  they  have  maintained  their  character  generally  up  to 
the  present  time.     It  will  be  safe  to  predict  that,  if  nothing  untoward 
should  happen,  the  crop  of  1872  will  also  be  a  good  one. 
I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)         Rawson  W.  Rawsox,  Governor. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley, 
&c.      &c.      &c. 


St.  Vincent.  ST.   VINCENT. 


No.  8, 


No.  8. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut-Governor  Kennib 
to  Governor  Eawson,  C.B. 

(No.  80.)  Government  House,  St.  Vincent, 

Sib,  September  8,  1871. 

The  Blue  Book  for  1870,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Excellency  in  duplicate,  comprises  a  period  long  ante- 
cedent to  my  arrival  in  this  Colony,  and  the  Beport  thereon  is  therefore 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  only  assumed  the  Government  in  June  last,  and  had  I  attempted 
to  review  the  working  and  prospects  of  the  Colony  for  the  past  year, 
I  should  have  done  so  from  experience  gained  at  a  later  period,  and 
thus  have  forestalled  to  a  certain  extent  the  Beport  that  will  be  re- 
quired a  few  months  hence  in  considering  the  Blue  Book  of  the 
present  year. 

I  have  &iC 
(Signed)    '     W.  H.  Eennie. 
Governor  Rawson,  C.B., 
&c,    &C.    &c. 


Kncici&ure  1  Enclosure  1  in  Na  8. 

in  No.  8. 

Sir,  St.  Vincent,  September  6,  1871. 

In  placing  the  Blue  Book  for  1870  before  your  Excellency,  I 
append^  in  compliance  with  your  suggestions,  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  general  revenue  for  the  year  (22,365Z.)  was  not  quite  as  much 
as  that  for  1869 ;  this  was  partly  owing  to  diminished  imports,  but 
chiefly  to  the  fact  that  the  operation  of  the  new  Excise  Act  of 
1869  brought  into  the  revenue  of  that  year  a  considerable  amount  of 
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duty  on  rum  consumed  in  the  previous  year,  while  in  1870  the  duty  Br.VnioEHT. 
received  was  confined  to  the  consumption  of  the  year.  

The  expenditure  forthe  ffeneral  service  of  the  year  (21,793Z.)  was 
greater  than  in  1869.  This  was  caused  by  an  addition  to  tiie 
establishments  in  the  appointment  of  the  Colonial  Engineer,  by  grants 
to  the  several  religious  denominations,  and  by  a  special  grant  for 
compensation  to  those  persons  whose  houses  were  pulled  down  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  fire  which  occurred  in  Kingstown  in  1866. 

The  actual  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  general  revenue  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  6,627i. ;  in  addition  to  which  sums  of  1,237Z.  and 
981.  were  due  to  it  by  the  Immigration  and  Town  Funds. 

The  fund  specially  raised  under  the  Troops  Tax  Acts  for  the  main- 
tenance in  this  Island  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  amounted  to  5,609Z. ; 
of  which  5,055Z.  was  expended  for  this  service,  and  the  balance  lapsed 
into  the  general  revenue. 

The  receipts  of  the  Immigration  Fund,  including  the  sum  of  867?. 
contributed  from  the  general  revenue,  amounted  to  2,779?.  The 
expenditure,  inclusive  of  1,400?.  remitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Emigration 
Commissioners  in  London  towards  the  expenses  in  India  of  a  cargo 
of  Coolies  then  ordered,  was  2,917?. ;  the  difference  being  advanced 
from  the  general  revenue  as  a  loan. 

The  revenue  of  the  town  of  Kingstown  was  733?.,  and  the  expen- 
diture 555?.,  showing  a  balance  at  credit  of  178?. ;  but  the  sum  of 
555?.  included  98?.  which  was  paid  on  account  of  the  Kingstown 
Water-works,  and  is  chargeable  at  present  to  the  general  revenue  as 
an  advance,  in  part,  of  the  loan  to  oe  made  to  the  town  for  carrying 
out  the  works,  which  loan  is  to  be  recouped  by  rates  to  be  levied  on 
the  town  when  the  works  shall  be  completed.  The  actual  balance 
therefore  of  Kingstown  revenue  available  for  improvements  in  the 
town  was  276?.     ' 

PuUic  Debt. 

The  Colony  had  no  debt.  On  the  other  hand,  at  31st  December, 
1870,  the  Immigration  Fund  owed  the  general  revenue  1,237?.,  and 
the  town  of  Kingstown  owed  it  98?. 

PiMic  Works. 

No  public  works  of  importance  were  undertaken  in  1870.  The 
Governor's  residence,  at  the  Garden,  was  repaired  and  painted,  but 
much  was  still  left  to  be  done  to  it.  The  trace  of  an  ancient  road 
through  the  interior  of  the  Island,  was  partially  explored  and  opened, 
but  not  sufficiently  to  allow  of  ite  being  used  for  traffic  The  most 
important  action  taken  under  this  head  was  the  sending  of  the  first 
order  to  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  pipes  and  other  materials  required 
for  the  Kingstown  Water-works. 

Le^laMon. 

Sixteen  Acts  were  passed  during  the  Legislative  Session  ;  the  most 
important  of  which  were,  the  Act  to  provide  water  for  Kingstown ; 
the  Act  to  ^ant  a  subsidy  to  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph 
Company  (jLimited),  for  tne  establishment  of  tele^aphic  communica- 
tion between  this  Island,  the  other  West  India  Colomes,  America,  and 
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Bt.  Vincent.  Europe;  and  the  Hospital  Act,  which  removed  that  institution  from 
"^       the  direction  of  an  irresponsible  Board,  and  placed  it  under  the  im- 
mediate control  of  the  Colonial  Surgeon,  wno,  in  future,  will  be 
directly  responsible  to  the  Grovemor  for  its  proper  management 

Savings  Bank. 

There  were  191  depositors  in  the  Savings  Bank  during  the  year, 
and  the  sum  of  1,329Z.  was  on  deposit  at  the  end  of  1870.  The 
value  of  this  bank  is  gradually  being  appreciated  by  the  class  for 
whom  it  was  intended.  Several  Coolie  immigrants  have  placed  their 
savings  in  it 

Education. 
The   schools  continued  to  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars ;  and  the  sum  granted  for  education  from  the  public  funds 
was  more  than  equalled  by  the  voluntary  aid  contributed. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  imports  for  the  year  (137,474Z.)  were  less  in  value  by  7,892?. 
than  in  1869 ;  but  the  exports  (221,139?.)  were  29,395?.  in  excess. 
The  value  of  the  exported  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  Colony 
was  212,779?. 

Agriculture. 

The  return  of  the  produce  of  the  Colony  shows  a  marked  improve- 
ment The  sugar  crop  exceeded  that  of  1869  by  1816  beheads, 
the  quantity  shipped  being  equal  to  12,977  hogsheads.  The  rum 
exported  was  2,158  puncheons,  being  1,800  puncheons  in  exce^  of 
the  previous  year's  exports ;  on  the  other  hand  the  molasses  was  less 
by  2,146  puncheons.  The  great  variation  in  these  two  productions 
arose  in  this  way :  in  1869  the  owners  of  estates,  in  dread  of  the 
imagined  severity  of  the  new  Excise  Law,  gave  up  the  distillation  of 
rum  in  26  distilleries,  and  shipped  their  molasses  in  its  raw  state,  but 
in  1870  these  distilleries  renewed  operations,  and  the  molasses  was 
made  into  rum.  The  arrowroot  exported  was  10,438  barrels,  being 
a  decrease  on  the  previous  year  of  1,115  barrels. 

Crime. 

The  commitments  to  gaol  were  387  as  against  378  in  1869 ;  but 
the  majority  of  these  were  from  the  Magistrates'  Courts  for  minor 
offences,  and  for  debts  under  5?. ;  the  convictions  for  graver  offences 
tried  in  the  Superior  Court  were  over  50  per  cent  less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

Hospital. 

The  cases  treated  in  the  Colonial  hospital  were  207  in  number ; 
the  daily  average  in  hospital  was  26  ;  and  the  deaths  were  22.  This 
compares  favourably  with  the  previous  year ;  the  mortality,  whether 
calculated  upon  the  admissions,  or  upon  the  daily  average  or  bed-rate, 
being  less. 
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CancliisioTi. 

From  the  preceding  observations  it  will  be  seen  that  the  results 
of  the  past  year  folly  support  Lieut-Grovemor  Berkeley's  repeated 
statements  that  the  Colony  was  gradually,  but  steadily,  improving  its 
portion.  With  a  continuous  stream  of  immigration  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  the  impetus  already  ^ven  to  agriculture  will  increase, 
and  that  the  lands  still  lyin^  waste  and  profitless  will  become  arable 
and  valuable  fields.  Much,  nowever,  of  the  progress  of  the  Colony 
must  be  attributed  to  the  beneficial  change  made  in  the  Constitution 
in  1868,  which  brought  the  management  of  its  finances,  and  the  ref- 
lation of  its  pubUc  institutions,  more  immediately  under  the  control  of 
the  Governor. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Edwabd  Labordb, 
Lieut-Governor  Rennie,  Colonial  Secretary. 

&c    &c.    &c. 

PjS. — ^I  annex,  as  has  been  customary,  a  copy  of  my  Beport  and 
returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  1870. 

E.L. 


St.  Vincent. 


Sib, 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  8. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Oflice,  St.  "Vincent, 
March  6,  1871. 
I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  Abstracts 
of  the  Registry  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  for  the  year  1870. 

The  births  were  1,738  in  number,  and  the  deaths  1,149 ;  exhibiting 
an  increase  to  the  population  of  589 ;  distributed  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts as  follows: — Kingstown,  107;  Calliaqua,  170;  Windward, 
162;  Leeward,  105 ;  and  the  Grenadines,  45. 

The  birth  rate  was  4-9-lOths,  the  death  rate  3-3-lOths  per 
cenL  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  of  the  white  population  was 
3*7-10ths,  and  the  death  rate  3'5-lOths  per  cent 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  year  was  nearly  60  per 
cent,  being  far  in  excess  of  last  year's  proportion,  though  slightly 
below  what  it  had  been  in  some  previous  years.  In  the  Kingstown 
District  the  proportion  was  55  per  cent ;  in  the  Calliaqua,  61 ;  in  the 
Windward,  61 ;  in  the  Leeward,  60 ;  and  in  the  Grenadines,  63 
per  cent 

The  proportion  of  deaths,  in  the  year,  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  was  26-2-lOths  per  cent ;  of  children  of  one,  and  under  three 
years  of  age,  17'7-lOths;  of  three,  and  under  five  years  of  age, 
4  1-lOth;  of  five  and  under  15  years  of  age,  5'4-lOths;  tne 
mortality  under  15  years  being  53*6-10ths  per  cent. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  years  1869  and  1870  vary  slightly. 
The  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  in  the  last  half-year  of  1870 
added  largely  to  the  deaths  under  the  head  of  "  diseases  of  the 
lungs,  &c7'  and  more  than  accounts  for  the  increased  mortality  in 
this  year. 

The  marriages  in  1870  exceeded  by  39  the  number  registered  in 
1869.    The  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  solemnized  53^^  per 
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Bt. Vincent,  cent  of  the  whole  number;  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
10  per  cent ;  the  Wesleyan  MinisterB  34  per  cent ;  and  the  Presby- 
terian Minister  2^  per  cent 

The  census  to  be  taken  on  the  9th  April  now  ensuing  will  afford 
fresh  and  reliable  data  on  which  to  base  fair  calculations  of  the 
increase  or  decrease,  and  changes  in  the  population  of  the  Oolony. 
As  I  mentioned  in  my  Report  on  the  abstracts  of  1867,  my  calcula- 
tions since  the  year  1865  have  been  based  on  the  census  of  1861, 
without  the  means  of  correction  for  the  variations  between  that  year 
and  1864.  By  the  registration  returns  since  1864,  calculated  on  the 
census  of  1861,  the  population  should  now  be  84,774 ;  but  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  tnat  between  1861  and  1864  a  proportionate 
increase  was  adaed;  which,  with  the  immigration  that  nas  taken 
place,  ought  to  give  as  the  result  of  the  approaching  census  a  gross 
population  of  about  37,500  ;  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  far 
this  calculation  will  be  borne  out 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut-Grovemor  Berkeley,  (Signed)        Edward  Labordb, 

&c.    &C.    &C.  Oolonial  Secretary  and  Registrar-CJenend . 

of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 
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No  9.  No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut-Governor  Fbeblino  to 

Governor  Bawson,  C.B. 
(No.  62.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  September  23,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  of  Grenada  for  1870. 

2.  As  I  only  arrived  here  in  June  last,  I  requested  the  Coloniid 
Secretary  to  prepare  a  Beport  thereon,  which  I  herewith  forward. 

3.  I  regret  the  lateness  in  transmitting  these  statistics^  but  the 
fault  is  not  attributable  to  the  Colonial  Secretary's  department  but 
to  that  of  the  Treasury,  as  reported  in  my  Despatch,  No.  57,  of  the 
8th  June. 

4.  I  shall  for  the  future  take  care  that  the  delay  does  not  again 
occur. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       S.  Fbbelikq,  Lieut-Govemor« 
GovemOT  Rawson,  C.B., 

&c.     &C.     &C. 


Enclosure  in  Enclosure  in  No.  9. 

Sat,  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Grenada, 

September  18, 1871. 
I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Oolony  for  the  year  1870,  with  a  Beport  thereon  as 
follows. 
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Bevenne. 
The   total   i^yenue   eolleeted    during 
34  06/.  !«•  1^.,  made  up  as  feUows:-^ 


Gbstada. 


Ilie    year    amounted    to 


Oufitottfl  - 
Tonnage 
Excise     - 
Licences 
Fees  and  Fino$ 
Post  Office  . 
Assessed  Taxes 
HisceUaneoiis 


£  8,    d. 

11,109  8  11 

713  6  11 

4,160  12  11 

1,793  3    6 

1,691  10  10 

156  16  11 

8,176  6    7 

805  19    6 

£23,106  1    1 


The  arrears  of  revenue  for  the  previous  year,  amounting  to 
1,8787.  lis.  4d.j  made  the  total  aviulable  sum  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1870,  24,984/.  12«.  5d. 

The  exp^iditure  of  the  {several  establishments  was  as  follows  :•— - 


£         ».    d. 

Civil       .       .        -       - 

8,127    0  11 

Jndidal       •        «        «   * 

8,669    9    I 

EooleBiastical  •        -        - 

1,899    0    8 

LegislAtore  •       *        *   • 

688  16    0 

Ednoation        ... 

1,278  19    2 

Saoitaiy  and  Poor  Belief  - 

2,695  U    6 

Police  and  Gaols 

8,110    8    2 

Boada  and  Worka         -    - 

8,623  15    4 

Pensions-        ,        .        - 

54    8    4 

HSseeUaneons      •       •   • 

726  U    9 

£20,824    2    a 

Leaving  a  surplus  towards  the  credit  of  1871,  of  4,160ZL  10«.  3ef. 

The  subjoinea  Table  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  the  last  seven  years,  this  pieriod  comprising  the 
tenure  of  office  of  Major  Mundy  over  the  afiairs  of  the  Government 
of  this  Colony. 

Bivsirus. 


19M. 


180V. 


18«8. 


1869. 


1870. 


£        «.A         £       «.    d.|       £        t.    d,        £        t.    4.         £        t.  d. 
20,095    8  1020,34112    221,189  16    019,983  13    9,21,740  19    7 


£        t.    d.\       £         i.  d. 
23,140  14    0,23,106    1    1 


SzPENDITUBB. 


17,234  13    519,756  10    4'21,203  17    525,686  19    1 


21,920    9    0 


21,265  12    820,824    2    2 


The  taxation  of  the  Colony  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  revenue 
for  1870  is  at  the  rt^te  (>f  I2s.  3d.  per  head. 

a  2 
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GBnrini. 


Local  Betmites. 

Immigration  Fund.-^The  amount  at  ibe  credit  of  this  fund  was 
6y741Z.  ISs.  4td.  No  immigrants  were  introduced  m  the  Colony 
during  the  year. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  under  this  bead  of  the  last  seven 
years  were  as  follows  :-«- 

Bivmox. 


1864.  • 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869.: 

18?0. 

£        t.     d. 

3.544  16    7 

£        i.    d. 
3,689    8    4 

£       t.     d. 

3,673  15    9 

£        9.    d. 

3,751    0    1 

£        $.    d. 

4,602    5    2 

£       i.     d, 

2,880  18  10 

£        f.    d. 

2.213    9    4 

EXFINDITXJBX. 

1,166  12    0 

1.312    8    4 

4,607  11    9 

4,880  16    8 

5,099    9    5 

3,592    5  11 

1,429    9  11 

The  last  batch  of  Coolies  imported  in  this  Colony  was  in 
1866,  In  1867,  1868,  1869,  bounties  were  paid  to  those  who  had 
completed  their  term  of  industrial  residence,  and  entitled  to  return 
passages  to  India,  and  willing  to  reindenture  for  a  further  term  of 
five  years. 

In  1868,  the  first  return  batch  of  76  Coolies  was  sent  fix>m  this 
Colony. 

The  amount  of  savings  deposited  for  remittance  to  India  was 
804Z.  14*. 

Water  Fimd. — ^The  balance  at  the  credit  of  this  fund  was 
1,659Z.  18*.  7d.  The  annual  revenue  is  at  present  derived  from  a 
tax  on  shippingi  which  amounts  to  192Z.  28.  Id. ;  and  the  expenditure, 
amounting  to  43Z.  8«.  1(2.,  is  for  superintending,  repcdring,  and 
upholding  the  worics. 

In  the  year  1868,  Lieut-Governor  Mundy  called  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature  to  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  in  the  town  of 
St  George,  and  suggested  the  desirability  of  contracting  a  loan 
for  introducing  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  from  some  other  source 
by  which  the  upper  portion  of  the  town  and  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, which  do  not  now  derive  the  benefit,  might  be  supplied. 

A  Bill  for  the  purpose  has  been  before  the  Legislature  during 
the  last  year.  It  is  now  before  the  Assembly  for  certain  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  Bill,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  by  the  time  the  surveyor  arrives  the  amendments 
will  be  made,  and  the  jBill  brought  into  operation. 

Puliio  DM. — ^The  only  debt  due  by  the  Colony  is  that  con- 
tracted in  July,  1858,  from  the  Eock  llofe  Assurance  Company  for 
7,000^.,  guaranteed  by  Imperial  Statute,  11  &  12  Vict,  cap.  130, 
redeemable  in  20  years,  bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent  per  annum. 

This  loan  was  raised  for  immigration  purposes,  and  is  secured 
on  the  revenue  raised  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  case  of  deficiency,  on 
the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony.  One-twentieth  part  of  this  loan 
is  annually  set  aside  to  establish  a  siqking  fund.    The  amount  of 
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Stock  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  was  58057.  0^.  6d.  on  31st    Obbnada. 
December  last. 

PiMic  Warhs,  Boads,  c&(J.— The  amount  expended  under  this 
bead  was  lfil2L  6s.  Sd.  for  repairs  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  and 
other  ui^nt  repairs  to  some  of  the  public  buildings.  The  dilapidated 
state  of  the  several  Court-houses  and  other  public  buildings  still  call 
for  early  attention. 

The  sum  of  2,0112.  9s.  Id.  appears  also  to  have  been  applied 
to^  the  repairs  of  120  miles  of  public  roads,  equal  to  15Z.  19*.  3d.  per 
mile.  Tiiis  work,  I  regret  to  state,  has  only  been  inartistically  and 
unsatisfactorily  performed,  and  without  doubt  the  money  wastefully 
applied. 

Legidatum. 

Little  or  no  progress  or  improvement  in  legislation  has  been 
made  during  the  year.  The  Legislature  was  only  in  session  for 
16  days,  and  passed  four  Acts,  entitled  as  follows : — 

No.  414,  "An  Act  for  the  Payment  of  Costs  in  Proceedings 
*'  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  in  matters  relating  to  the 
**  Kevenue." 

No.  415,  "  An  Act  to  alter  the  Bate  of  Duty  upon  Eum.'* 

Na  416,  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  Fees  payable  on  the  Indentures 
*'  of  Female  Immigrants,  and  to  repeal  a  portion  of  the  4th  section 
«  of  the  Immigration  Act,  1869." 

Na  417,  "  An  Act  for  the  Appdintment  of  a  Surveyor  of  Public 
^*  Works,  and  for  the  establishment  of  Local  Boad  Boards." 

The  most  important  of  these  Acts  is  that  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Surveyor  of  Public  Works,  a  measure  which  has  for  several 
years,  previous  to  its  passing,  been  advocated  by  the  Executive,  and 
one  which  with  an  active  and  zealous  man  in  the  office  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  productive  of  much  benefit  and  advantage  to  the 
community  at  large. 

Poptdation. 

The  estimated  population  to  31st  December  last  was  37,795. 
The  number  of  births  registered  was  1,481,  and  of  deaths,  843, 
ffiving  an  increase  of  population  of  638,  or  1*71  per  cent  The 
Krth  rate  was  3  98  per  cent,  and  the  death  rate,  2-26. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnized  during  the  year  was  206. 

The  following  shows  we  birtii  and  death  rates  for  the  last  five 
years:— 

BnsTHs. 


1866. 


416 


1867. 


4*05 


1868. 

4-14 


1869. 


4*43 


1870. 


8-98 


DiATHS. 


2-76 


2-48 


2-C6 


2*26 
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Edueaiion. 


A  steady  increase  in  the  number  attending  the  Grammar  and 
Normal  Schoolfl,  and  in  the  seyeral  schools  ibooghout  the  Colony 
receiving^GoTemment  aid,  wpears,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the 
Boman  UatholicSy  where  a  decrease  is  shown  of  88  scholars  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.    Hie  total  increase  is  555  scholars. 

The  return  shows  an  aggregate  number  of  2,529  scholars 
attending  all  the  public  schools  in  the  Colony*  being  equal  to  6*69 
per  cent  of  the  population.  The  sum  of  l,zJ8l.  19s.  2a.  is  applied 
from  the  general  fundf  towards  the  support  of  these  sphools,  equal  to 
18  per  cent,  of  the  revenue. 

The  subjoined  Table  shows  more  readily  the  state  and  progress 
of  the  schools  for  the  last  seven  years. 


8OBOOIA 

Tens-I 

OmnmAr 
SdiooL 

Normal 
SehoQi. 

IGhorahor 

WnlcfiM. 

Boaan 
CMlKibo. 

TotaL 

1864  •        •        - 

Nit 

KiL 

729 

875  1 

761 

1.865 

1865       .•    . 

23 

52 

759 

849 

473 

1,656 

1866  ..        . 

7 

46 

641 

267 

457 

1,418 

1867       .        .   . 

26 

59 

738 

419 

876 

1.618 

1868  .        .        - 

80 

£18 

928 

845 

431 

1,792 

1869       ••   . 

28 

63 

986 

801 

504 

1,974 

1870  ... 

80 

87 

1,851 

571 

506 

2,529 

Imjforts  and  Exj^orU. 

A  krge  decrease  in  value  of  43,8982.  is  apparent  in  the  im« 
ports  from. the  United  Kingdom  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  and  this  would  forcibly  point  to  the  impolicy  of  levying  a  high 
rate  of  duty.  The  ad  valorem  duly  had  for  the  year  under  review 
been  doubled  that  of  the  preceding  period.  The  decrease  in  imported 
articles  appears  principally  in  silks,  linens,  cottons,  woollens,  iron- 
mon^ry,  plantation  stores,  oils,  grain,  spirits,  and  wines. 

There  has  been  a  slow  but  gradual  increase  in  the  productions 
of  the  Colony ;  the  value  of  exports  shows  9,213/.  increase  over  that  of 
1869.  TTie  value  of  su^ar,  the  principal  product  of  the  Island,  is 
placed  at  64,328/. ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  of  cocoa  at  250,406/. 

The  following  Tables  show  the  direction  of  ttade,  and  the  value 
of  imports  and  exports  for  the  last  seven  years. 
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GRtKja>A. 


The  produce  of  wliales  captured  within  this  Groyemment  was 
11,520  ^Uons,  valued  at  1,296/. 

In  shipping  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  71  yessels,  equal  to 
2,349  tonsy  entered  during  the  year,  and  also  a  decrease  of  17 
yessels  cleared ;  but  an  increase  appears  in  tonnage  of  2,950. 

AffricuUure. 

Some  improvement  is  apparent  in  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try. Several  su^ar  estates  naving  changed  ownerships,  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  resident  proprietors.  A  greater  spirit  is  manifested  in 
extending  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane.  Estates  are  advancing 
in  value,  and  a  better  tone  is  everywhere  apparent  in  the  agricultural 
prospecte  of  the  country ;  but  to  be  successful,  the  progress  of  develop- 
ment must  be  accompanied  by  a  steady  supply  to  our  labouring 
population. 

No  improvement,  however,  has  yet  been  made  in  the  manufac- 
turing processes. 

The  extended  cultivation  of  cocoa  is  shown  in  the  yearly  increased 
quantity  exported  from  the  Colony,  the  increase  over  that  of  1869 
beinff  191  tons. 

The  following  return  exhibits  the  quantity  of  sugar,  cocoa,  and 
cotton  shipped  during  the  last  seven  years. 

Return  of  sugar,  cocoa,  and  cotton  shipped  from  1864  to 
1870  :- 

0. 


Years. 

Sugar. 

Coooft. 

Cotton. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

1864    .        . 

4,492 

477 

77 

1865        .   - 

8,928 

577 

182 

1866    -        - 

5,860 

637 

87 

1867        .   - 

4.005 

761 

133 

1868    -        - 

4.084 

743 

22 

1809        •   - 

3,254 

889 

69 

1870    .        - 

3.880 

1.080 

169 

Oad  and  Prisons. 

The  Provost  Marshal  reports  that  "no  further  steps  have  been 
"  taken  to  continue  the  improvements  begun  in  1866.  The  prison 
"  affords  ample  accommodation  for  the  number  of  prisoners  committed, 
**  but  the  objectionable  system  of  association  prevails,  and  no  attempt 
"  at  a  separate  system  can  be  made  until  the  prison  is  reconstructeci." 
Tills  state  of  the  gaol  has  trom  time  to  time  been  forcibly  brought  to 
the  attention  and  consideration  of  the  L^islature  by  the  Executive ; 
and  to  continue  the  unprovements  requir^to  adapt  it  to  the  separate 
^stem,  the  Legislature,  in  March,  1869,  granted  a  fiirther  sum  of 
500/.  towards  the  reconstruction  of  the  gaol,  but  the  work  has  been 
postponed  from  the  absence  of  a  properly  qualified  person  to  under- 
take it 

I  herewith  subjoin  a  return  of  convictions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  of  Magistrates  for  the  last  seven  years,  as  well  as  of 
debtors. 
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BSTUBN  OF  CJONVIOTIONS. 


Yews. 

Supreme  Court. 

Magistrates. 

ToUl. 

Debtors. 

BlAlei. 

Females, 

Males.      1  Females. 

186t    - 

1865  .    - 

1866  - 
1867 

1868  - 

1869  •    . 

1870  - 

16 
8 
16 
16 
12 
13 
14 

1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 

171 
152 
178 
153 
122 
115 
140 

82 
41 
86 
89 
27 
81 
53 

220 
206 
231 
209 
162 
161 
207 

18 
80 
17 
25 
32 
29 
6 

CondiMton. 

As  the  period  embraced  in  this  Keport  about  closes  with  the 
administration  of  this  Government  by  Lieut-Governor  Mundy,  I 
hope  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  brin^  under  notice  some  ot  the 
several  measures  of  importance  brought  into  operation  under  his 
administration. 

During  this  period  he  succeeded  in  replacing  the  educational 
system  on  the  basis  which  it  had  some  time  before  occupied,  and 
from  which  it  had  been  allowed  to  lapse.  The  departments  of  the 
Treasury,  Post  Office,  and  Police  Magistracy  throughout  the  Colony, 
have  also  been  satisfactorily  placed  on  a  footing  of  permanent 
efficiency,  as  well  as  the  whole  civil  list  of  the  country. 

The  system  for  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths.  The 
regulation  of  weights  and  measures,  in  uniformity  with  those  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  have  been  accomplished.  A  code  of  criminal 
laws,  in  adaptation  of  that  of  the  mother-country,  established.  An 
amended  and  consolidated  Immigration  Act,  under  which  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Imperial  Government  to  the  continuance  of  immigration 
to  the  Colony  have  been  removed,  and  immigration  from  India  again 
permitted  to  be  ressumed.  The  Act  for  the  appointment  of  a  Sur- 
veyor of  Public  Works,  which  had  long  since  been  forcibly  urged 
upon  the  Le^slature  as  a  measure  urgently  required  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  in  proper  and  scientific  repair  the  public  roads  and 
buildings.  The  establishment  of  teleffraphic  communication  with 
these  Islands  and  Great  Britain,  recently  passed  after  much  opposi- 
tion, which  since  1864  he  recommended  to  the  Legislature  as  a 
scheme  worthy  its  consideration.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  by 
the  commercial  and  other  interests  of  the  Island,  he  stated,  would 
more  than  compensate  the  outlay  required. 

Of  other  measures  of  prominent  importance  recommended  by 
him,  which  have  not  yet  been  brought  into  operation,  is  the  consolida- 
tion, republication,  and  revision  of  our  laws,  by  which,  among  other 
important  statutes,  the  Act  for  the  Administration  of  Justice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  might  be  simplified.  The  revision  of 
tiie  Board  of  Health  Act,  and  miiing  provision  for  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants,  for  providing  medicines  and 
other  necessaries,  and  additional  medical  practitioners  in  case  of  any 
epidemic  disease  appearing  in  the  Island.     The  condition  of  the 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


106 


BSP0&T8  SXHIBinKa  TBB  nsSEMT  8X1TS 


Gmnat>a,    gnQi^  which  requires  reconstruction  to  enable  the  separate  sjrstem  to 
be  adopted.    The  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  making 

Srovision  for  the  relief  of  insolrent  debtors.    The  want  of  an  abun- 
ant  supply  of  water  into  the  town  of  St  George,  for  the  promotion 

of  ihe  public  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  town  in  case  of  fire. 

«  «  «  «  « 

In  conclusion,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  crime  of  a  serious 
description  is  on  the  decrease,  the  conduct  of  the  population  peace- 
able and  orderly,  and  the  public  health  during  the  past  year 
satis&ctory. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Si^ed)        8.  MiTCHELli,  Colonial  Secretary. 
Lieui-Gk>v6mor  Freeling, 
&c    &c.    &c 


TOBAGa 


TOBAGO. 


No.*  10. 


No.  10. 


CoFY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governs  RawsOT,  C.B.,  to 
The  Earl  of  Kimbbrlet. 

(No.  45.)  Windward  Islands,  Barbados, 

My  Lord,  November  28, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  Blue  Book  for 
tho  Colony  of  Tobago  for  1870,  together  with  the  Lieutenant- 
Goyemor*s  Report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,         (Signed)        Rawson  W.  Rawson. 
&c.        &c        &c. 


Endosoreia 
No.  10. 


Enclosure  in  No.  10. 
Lieut-Governor  Kortright  to  Governor  Rawson,  C.B. 

(No.  62.) 
SiBy  Government  Houses  Tobago,  November  9, 1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  Bluo  Book  for  the  yMT 
1870. 

Revenue  and  Sh^pendUure. 

The  total  revmue  amounted  to  12,1772. 14«.  In  this  amount  is, 
however,  included  the  duty  on  exports  levied  solely  for  immigration 
purpoeesi  amounting  to  l,061t  9f.  The  actual  revenue  for  general 
purposes  was  11,116/.  6«.,  showing  an  increase  of  1,2152. 12t.  ll^cl.  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  There  was  a  larger  trade  in 
1870  than  m  1869,  and  the  Act  imposing  a  duty  on  rum  consumed 
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in  the  Colony,  which  yielded  only  2S1L  6s.  in  1869,  expired,  and  a 
licence  on  stills  was  substituted,  which  produced  4051.  6«.  6d.  in  1870. 
The  expenditure  fw:  the  year  for  cjeneral  nurposes  was  10,762Z. 
2$.  7ii,#  in  excess  of  the  expenditure  (tf  1869  by  947/.  4m.  4il. 

The  hil  instidtneBt  of  the  hurricane  loati,  afnountitig  to  6017.  9#., 
originally  20,00M.^  omtraeted  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
hmTiGane  of  1847,  was  paid  to  her  Majesty's  GoTemment  in  1870, 
and  the  Ook»y  is  lloW  free  of  debt* 

PukliO  BuSding$. 

No  works  of  any  importance  were  undertaken  in  1870.  The 
nsual  necessary  repairs  were  made  to  several  public  buildbgSy  and 
some  of  the  bndges  were  improTcd  by  increasing  their  width. 

Legislaiian. 
Eight  Acts  were  passed  in  the  two  sessions  of  the  Legislature. 
The  most  important  were  those  for  providing  funds  for  the  service 
of  the  Government  for  1871.  The  Act,  33  Tict,  cap.  13,  «  An  Act 
"  to  raise  a  Duty  on  Exports,  and  to  apply  the  same  for  the  purposes 
**  of  Immigration,"  may  also  be  regarded  as  a  measure  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

Political  Franchise. 

The  Franchise  Act  was  passed  on  the  8th  June,  1860.  The  quali- 
fication for  a  representative  for  the  House  of  Assemby  is  a  seizin  in 
fee  of  real  property  in  his  own  right  or  that  of  his  wife,  or  possession 
of  a  clear  yearly  income  of  16(S.  The]  qualification  of  a  voter  is 
seisin  or  possession  of  real  property  within  the  parish  or  town  for 
which  election  shall  be  held  valued  on  the  valuation  roll  at  an  annual 
rental  <wr  value  of  101  and  upwards.  Managers  or  overseers  occupy- 
ing a  house  on  an  estate  valued  at  an  annual  rental  of  1502.  are 
entitled  to  vote. 

There  are  nine  electoral  divisions  which  return  sixteeti  represen- 
tatives. The  number  of  registered  voters  at  last  election  was  215, 
of  whom  91  voted.  In  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  two  representa- 
tives were  returned  by  the  vote  of  one  person. 

Ecku:ation. 

There  are  twelve  week-day  and  infant  schools  in  connection  with 
the  Church  of  England,  and  seven  Sunday-schools.  The  number  of 
scholars  attending  the  week-day  and  infant  schools  is  589,  and  the 
average  attendance  in  the  Sunday-schools  427;  making  a  total  of 
1,016.  The  Moravians  have  7  sdiools,  and  return  the  attendance  at 
885. 

The  number  of  Wesleyan  schools  is  also  7,  with  an  attendance 
of  518  scholars.  The  total  number  of  children  receiving  education, 
exclusive  of  those  attending  Sunday-schools,  is  1,992. 

The  remarks  made  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Hutson,  in  page  175  of  the 
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Tobago,     gjy^  Book,  are  calculated,  without  an  explanation,  to  mislead  with 
respect  to  the  crant  of  the  Colonial  GoTernment  for  educational 

Imrposes.  Mr.  Hutson  remarks  that  the  Colony  ought  to  ^ve  at 
east  lOdl.  for  the  Church  of  England  schools,  and  that  he  only 
gets  30/.  for  the  support  of  four  schools.  The  Colonial  grant  is 
300/.  a  year,  equally  divided  among  the  three  religious  denominations. 
Mr.  Hutson  may  receiye  only  30/.  as  his  share  of  the  grant ;  but  it 
must  be  observed  that  he  has  charge  of  the  schools  in  two  parishes 
only,  St.  Andrews  and  St.  (George,  and  70/.  a  year  is  the  sum  iqppro- 
priated  to  the  schools  in  the  other  five  parishes  of  the  Colony. 

Imparls  and  Eaporis, 

The  value  of  imports  in  1870  was  61,448/.,  on  which  the  gross 
amount  of  duty  received  was  6,675/.  17s.  8d. 

The  value  of  exports,  produced  and  manufactured  in  the  Colony, 
was  82,377/.  of  British,  forei^,  and  other  Colonial  produce  and 
manufacture.  The  value  is  estimated  at  239/.,  making  a  total  of 
82,616/. 

Affrieidture. 

I  feel  justified  in  stating  that  a  marked  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  agriculture.  The  cane  cultivation  has  been  extended,  and 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  has  been  conducted  on  a  more  careful  and 
scientific  principle  than  in  previous  years.  The  value  of  machinery 
imported  in  1870  was  5,801/.    In  1869  it  was  2,009/. 

OaoU  and  Prisons. 

There  is  only  one  prison,  named  the  Common  Gaol  of  Tobago,  at 
Fort  King  GhJorge,  Scarborough.  The  total  number  of  prisoners 
committed  during  the  year  was  226.  Six  of  them  were  white  men ; 
no  white  women  were  committed.  Of  the  males,  black  or  coloured, 
64  could  read,  and  118  could  not  read.  Fourteen  males  could  read, 
and  twenty-four  were  entirely  uneducated.  The  cases  of  sickness 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  thirty-eight  during  the  year,  few  of  a 
serious  character.    One  death  only  occurred. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)        C.  H.  Korteight. 
Governor  Bawson,  C.B., 
&c.    &c    &c. 
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ST.  LUCIA.  St.  Lucia 


No.  11.  No.  11. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  The  Offioeb  Administebino  the 
GovBBNMBNT  to  Governor  Rawson,  C.B. 

(No.  62.)  Government  Office,  St.  Lucia, 

Sib,  Auffust  2, 1871. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  herewi&  the  Blue  Book  of 
St  Lucia  for  the  year  1870 ;  and  I  subjoin  a  Beport  upon  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  Colony. 

I  have  &i(i 
(Signed)    '    G.  W.  Des  Vceux, 

Administrator  of  the  Government 
Goremor  Bawson,  O.B., 

&C.      &c.     &C. 


Enclosure  in  No.  11.  ^""^Tn.  ^ 

EEPOET. 

Leffislation. 

1.  Five  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year,  of  which  two  only 
deserve  notice  here. 

2.  Ordinance  No.  4  is  a  Quarantine  Law,  embodying  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Model  Act  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
general  adoption,  together  with  others  required  by  local  circumstances. 

3.  Ordinance  No.  5  is  a  measure  passed  in  consequence  of  an 
insurrection  in  Martinique,  and  the  suosequently  disturbed  state  of 
that  Colony.  The  people  of  the  two  islands  being  closely  connected 
by  ties  of  blood  and  nationality,  strengthened  by  frequent  intercourse 
and  intermarriages,  no  disturl)ance  can  take  place  in  the  one  without 
corresponding  excitement  on  the  other.  The  landing  here  of  a 
number  of  armed  refugees  gave  some  cause  to  fear  the  spread  of 
disaffection.  While  the  law  is  in  force  all  persons  on  their  arrival 
from  Martinique  are  required  under  penalty  to  report  themselves  at 
the  nearest  police-station,  and  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  The  law  can 
be  suspended,  or  brought  into  force  by  resolution  of  the  Governor  in 
Council. 

4.  Owing  to  my  absence  from  the  Colony  on  other  duty  during 
several  months  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a  number  of  measures 
which,  under  other  drcumstances,  would  probably  have  been  intro- 
duced in  1870,  were  ^stponed  until  this  year.  On  this  account 
their  particular  description  belongs  to  the  next  Annual  Eeport  But 
as  it  IS  some  months  since  they  passed  the  Legislature,  and  some  of 
them  are  already  in  successful  operation,  it  may  be  well  to  explain 
BOW  their  scope  and  principal  objects.    They  include,  among  others — 

5.  (1)  An  Ordinance  to  alter  the  constitution  and  amend  the 
pactice  of  the  Tribunal  of  Appeal,  the  Court  in  which  are  heard 
appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  magistrates.    The  judgeship  of  the 
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8t.  Lrou.    Court  is  abolished  as  a  separate  office,  and  is  henceforward  to  be  held 

"""       ex  officio  by  the  Chief  Justice.    Among  other  provisions  respecting 

the  proceedings  of  the  Court  is  one  precluding,  except  in  certain 

specified  cases,  the  production  of  fresh  evidence  in  appeal ;  a  right 

which,  as  hitherto  unrestricted,  tended  to  encourage  pegury, 

6.  (2)  An  Ordinance  regulating  the  rights  and  auties  of  masters 
and  servants.  The  law  hitherto  m  force  on  this  subject  was  esta- 
blished by  the  Orders  in  Council,  passed  with  immediate  reference  to 
the  recently  emancipated  slaves  in  several  Crown  Colonies.  The 
new  law,  while  embodying  all  their  more  important  provisions,  con- 
tains a  number  of  othen  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  present  time, 
and  suggested  either  by  general  experience  or  local  circumstanoes. 
It  is  hoped  that  misconduct  and  breaches  of  faith  on  the  part  of  both 
employers  and  employed  will  be  more  effectually  checked  and  more 
surely  punished.  I  may  add  that  this  law,  which  has  been  already 
five  months  in  operation,  appears  to  be  fulfilling  these  oiijects,  and  is, 
I  am  informed,  giving  general  satis&ction. 

7.  (3)  An  Ordinance  intended  to  reduce  the  legal  costs  connected 
with  jumcial  sales  of  real  property.  The  excessive  amount  of  these 
costs  had  for  many  years  formed  a  subject  of  general  complaint,  and 
had  been  repeatedly  noticed  in  the  Legislature.  They  rendered 
small  properties  almost  worthless  as  securities  for  money,  and 
seriously  depreciated  the  value  of  all.  A  return  furnished  by  the 
Provost  Marshal  shows  that  they  have  occa^onally  amounted  to  more 
than  100  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  sale,  leaving  noUibg  at*'all 
even  for  mortgagees.  In  the  five  years  ending  1867  their  average 
proportion  to  the  whole  proceeds  was  27  per  cent,  and,  four  large 
properties  excluded,  44  per  cent 

o.  The  provisions  of  the  new  measure  I  leave  for  description  in 
the  next  Annual  Beport;  but  I  may  mention  here  that  tney  are 
already  producing  efiect  The  creditors  of  an  estate  which  was  sold 
last  month  by  omet  of  the  Court,  and  realized  6,500/.,  will  receive 
about  500/.  more  tiian  they  would  have  done  in  former  years.  Tlie 
public  treasury  also  will  gain  to  the  extent  of  90/. 

9.  ^4)  An  Ordinance  providing  for  a  new  office,  of  which  the 
incumoent  is  termed  "  Colonial  Trustee."  This  office  is  to  unite  the 
functions  hitherto  belonging  to  the  "  Administrator  of  Crown  Pro- 
perty" with  others  previously  discharged,  or  intended  to  be  dis- 
charged, by  persons  appointed  at  the  mscretion  of  the  Court  The 
duties  comprise  the  charge  of  all  Crown  property,  including  vacant 
successions ;  and  the  a£ninistration  of  the  estates  of  bcmkruptsiy 
unrepresented  absentees,  and,  in  certsdn  cases,  of  lunatics  and  otner 
insane  persons.  It  is  anticipated  under  the  new  law  the  Govern- 
ment and  others  interested  will  be  more  secure  than  heretofore  of 
obtaining  their  rights.  At  all  events,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  accounts,  and  of  learning  the  manner  in  which  assets  have 
been  disposed  of. 

10.  (p)  An  Ordinance  granting  an  annual  subsidy  of  500/1  to  the 
West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Company  (Limited).  The 
subsidy  is  to  continue  for  ten  years,  conditionally  upon  the  mainter 
nance  of  effective  communication  with  the  neighlwuring  islands  and 
with  the  main  land. 
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11.  (6)  An  Ordinance  to  induce  continued  residence  on  the  part    8t.  Litoul 
of  the  Indian  immigrants  who  have  commuted  for  bounty  their  nght        ""^ 
to  free  return  passage.    By  this  law  the  immigrants  are  ofkx^  a 
renewed  right  of  return  passage  for  themselves  and  their  children 

after  eight  years'  further  residence.  No  contract  is  required  on  their 
part  beyond  an  undertaking  to  remain  in  the  Colony,  to  register 
themselves  periodically,  and  to  occupy  themselves  solely  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  It  is  hoped  that  the  above  offer  will  not  only  retain 
all  the  Indian  immigrants  who  are  still  here,  but  will  induce  the  return 
of  others  who  have  left  in  the  expectation  (I  believe  a  vain  one)  of 
acquiring  in  other  Colonies  the  rignt  which  they  are  now  offered  here. 

12.  (7)  An  Ordinance  establishing  a  Government  Savings  Bank. 
There  was  previously  no  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  Island. 

13.  (8)  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  better  care  of  the  sick 
poor,  ana  for  the  regulation  of  out-door  relief.  The  chief  object  of 
this  law  is  to  reduce  the  high  rate  of  infant  mortality  adverted  to  in 
my  Report  for  1869.  For  this  and  other  kindred  purposes  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Island  is  increased,  and  the  officers  are  required 
to  attend  at  fixed  times  and  places,  and  to  give  gratuitous  advice  and 
medicine. 

14.  The  general  rate  of  mortality,  though  not  high  (being  exclusive 
of  still-buihs,  between  23  and  24  in  the  1,000),  might  also  probably 
be  reduced ;  for  the  Registration  Returns  show  that  of  every  eight 
persons  who  have  died  only  one  on  the  average  has  been  attended  by 
a  medical  man« 

15.  In  order  to  effect  this  object  the  Ordinance  contains,  besides 
that  mentioned  above,  a  provision  for  auxiliary  hospitals  in  the 
country  districts,  and  regulations  applicable  to  all  hospitals  for  a  new 
system  of  management  and  inspection.  Under  the  new  system  the 
existing  '^charitable  institutions"  are  intended  to  become  hospitals 
in  the  modem  sense,  instead  of,  as  thev  have  heretofore  been,  mere 
asylums  for  the  destitute  and  incurable.  Persons  of  these  classes 
will  now  be  maintained  as  out-patients,  or  upon  ^^ out-door  relief"; 
for  which  also  new  regulations  are  provided,  both  as  to  the  manner 
of  granting  it,  and  the  means  of  recovering  the  cost  from  natural 
supporters. 

16.  The  TDOst  of  the  new  measure  is  made  a  charge  upon  the 
general  revenue,  and  not  upon  local  funds — ^an  expedient  which, 
uough  adopted  for  convenienoe  and  almost  by  necessity,  may,  I 
think,  be  justified  on  economical  grounds.  Where  increase  of  popula- 
tion is,  as  here,  so  univeraedly  reqmred,  each  life  saved  is  a  benefit  to 
the  whole  community. 

17.  (9)  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  colonial 
engineer,  and  for  the  due  construction,  care,  and  repair  of  public 
works,  buildings,  roads,  and  bridges. 

18.  (lO')  An  Ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  a  colonial  sur* 
veyor,  ana  for  the  regulation  of  surveys. 

19.  GThe  titles  of  the  two  last  Ordinances  suflSciently  explain  their 
scope  and  objects.  As  their  provisions  are  very  numerous,  a  ftiller 
description  must  be  postponed  until  the  next  Annual  Report,  to  which 
it  will  rightly  belong. 
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Br.lLmA.  Revenue  and  Expendiiwre. 

20.  The  following  Table  shows  the  revenue  of  the  Colony  in  the 
years  1870  and  1869  respectively : — 


1870.  1869. 


£    ».  d. 

£      $.    d. 

15,869  0  7 

-  14,982  19  0 

1,647  10  10 

-   1,256  0  6 

2,194  14  8 

-   1,816  15  2 

606  1  5 

719  6  1 

153  0  3 

205  8  2 

161  9  10 

161  19  0 

i20,629  17  9 

£19,142  7  11 

General  Eovenne    - 
Boads  and  Bridges  Fond    -    - 
Immigration  Fmid  - 
Education  Fond         •        -    - 
Casual  Bevenne  of  the  Crown  - 
Harbour  Dredge  Fund    - 


21.  The  total  revenue  of  1870  was  the  largest  ever  raised  in  the 
Colony  in  any  year  of  which  we  have  a  record,  and  shows  an 
increase  as  compared  with  that  of  1869  of  1,487/.  9*.  lOrf.,  or  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  8  per  cent,  the  taxation  remaining  the  same.  The 
items  of  general  revenue  which  show  the  chief  improvement  are 
"import  duties,"  "tonnage  dues,"  "rum  duty,"  and  "licences,"  the 
increase  being  mainly  owing  to  an  unusually  large  sugar  crop,  sold 
for  more  than  average  prices.  Fluctuations  in  the  amount  and  value 
of  this  staple  produce  a  great  eflPect  upon  the  import  trade,  and  upon  the 
consumption  of  excisable  spirits  in  nearly  all  the  West  Indian  Colonies. 
But  that  effect  is  likely  to  be  here  both  greater  and  more  immediate 
than  elsewhere,  because  the  proprietors  being  for  the  most  part  resident, 
the  profits  of  cultivation  are  to  a  greater  extent  spent  on  the  spot. 

22.  The  large  sugar  crop  was  also  the  cause  of  the  increased 
revenue  of  the  roads  and  immigration  funds,  of  which  the  latter  is 
almost  exclusively,  and  the  former  mainly  supplied  by  an  export  tax 
on  the  produce  of  sugar  estates. 

23.  The  reduced  income  of  the  education  fund  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  small  amount  produced  by  the  fines  and  penalties  applied  to 
this  fond — a  circumstance  which,  as  indicating  decreased  or  lessened 
gravity  of  offences,  is  by  no  means  an  unmixed  evil. 

24.  The  following  Table  shows  the  expenditure  during  the  years 
1870  and  1869:— 

1870.  1869. 

^  £          5.  rf.                 £         ».  d. 

General  Expenditure      -        -  14,602    6  1  -    13,687  17  2 

Eoads  and  Bridges  Fund    -    -  1,616    7  0  -          896     4  10 

Immigration  Fund  -  -  2,319  16  8  -  1,293  2  6 
Education   Fund  (exclusive  of 

grant  of  600/.  from  General 

Bevenue,      included    under 

General  Expenditure)      -    -  919     9  0  -          403  19  6 

Casual  Bevenue  of  the  Crown  -  6  10  0  -          400    0  0 

Harbour  Dredge  Fund       -    -  86  19  11  •          116  19  6 


£19,649    7    3       £16,748    3    3 

Swu  l^  ^?o J^  ^h  expenditure  of  1870  an  excess  as  compared 
with  that  of  1869  of  2,801^.  4s.  ^ 
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25.  The  increased  general  expenditure  was  chiefly  owing — 1st,  to    St.  LrciA. 
more  admissions  into  the  hospitals,  and  more  generous  diet;  and, 

2ndl7,  to  the  reward  for  the  destruction  of  poisonous  snakes,  fii-st 
offered  in  1870  and  claimed  to  the  extent  of  326Z.  128.  2i. 

26.  The  excess  in  the  item  **  Eoads  and  Bridges"  is  owing  partly 
to  repairs,  necessitated  by  an  unusually  heavy  rainfall  following  a 
long  drought,  and  partly  owing  to  improvements  of  an  unusual  kind 
on  the  roads.  These  were  made  on  the  suggestion  of  a  competent 
civil  engineer,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  the  Island. 

27.  "  Immigration"  cost  more  in  1870,  on  account  of  the  payment 
of  bounties  in  lieu  of  return  passages  to  a  number  of  immigrants 
whose  terras  of  residence  expired  in  that  year.  There  were  no 
payments  of  this  kind  in  1869,  and  as  the  total  amount  in  1870  was 
1,102Z.,  the  whole  excess  in  the  item  is  accounted  for.  The  expen- 
diture has  been  still  larger  this  year,  owing  to  the  cost  of  forwarding 
to  India  the  immigrants  who  declined  to  accept  bounty. 

28.  The  increased  expenditure  on  education  is  unhappily  more 
apparent  than  real.  The  actual  increase  was  1881.  IBs.  5a.,  and 
this  was  owing  to  the  increased  income  of  the  Education  Fund  in  the 
previous  year.  The  difference  between  the  above  sum  and  the 
apparent  increase  (425Z.  98.  7d,)  is  due  to  payments  claimed  in 
1870  on  account  of  services  rendered  in  1869. 

29.  Notwithstanding  the  increased  expenditure  the  total  balances 
of  the  various  funds  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  1870  was  larger 
than  for  many  previous  years.  They  amounted  in  1870  to  6,619Z. 
18s.  6d. ;  in  1869  to  5,64H.  88.  8d. ;  and  in  1868  to  4,451^.  198.  9d. 

Trade. 

30.  The  value  of  exports  in  1870  was  147,171?.  158.  3d.,  of  which 
sum  146,000?.  28.  2d.  represents  Uie  value  of  the  produce  of  the 
Colony.  This  is  an  increase  of  29,000?.  (or  about  21  per  cent.)  as 
compared  with  1868,  in  which  year  the  returns  under  this  head  were 
higher  than  in  any  previous  year. 

31.  The  following  are  the  respective  values  of  the  articles  sent  to 
the  United  Kingdom : — 

£  ».  <f. 

Cassia  Fistula       -        .        -        .  87  0  0 

Cacao 2,794  4  8 

Ginger 3  16  0 

Logwood 227  10  0 

Fish  Oil 365  0  0 

Snccades-         -        -        -         --  15  84 

Molasses 2,780  0  0 

Muscovado  Sngp.r      -        -        -    -  128,788  0  0 

Tortoise  Shell       -         -        -        .  185  0  0 

Satin  Wood 51  0  0 


Making  a  total  value  of  -£135,246  19     0 

32.  The  imports  of  1870  were  valued  at  106,285?.  Os.  6d. ;  those  of 
1869  at  90,464?.  128.  5d. ;  of  1868  at  97,845?.,  showing  an  increase 
under  this  bead  in  1870  of  15,380?.  88.  Id.  as  compared  with  1869, 

n 
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' '    and  of  8,440Z.  0«.  6d,  as  compared  with  1868,  the  latter  year  haTing, 

in  the  value  of  imports  as  well  as  of  exports,  surpassed  all  former 
years.  The  imports  from  Great  Britain  were  valued  in  1870  at 
40,882/.  7«. ;  in  1869  at  35,443/.  But  these  figures  do  not  indicate 
the  whole  of  the  British  products  consumed.  For  of  the  28,633/. 
worth  of  articles  imported  m  the  former  year  from  Barbados,  probably 
at  least  one-half  had  been  brought  thither  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  balance  of  trade  is,  however,  against  England,  inasmuch  as  the 
bulk  of  imported  food  comes  from  the  United  States ;  and  tobacco, 
which  is  now  consumed  at  the  extraordinary  rate  of  more  than  3  lbs. 
per  head  of  the  population,  comes  chiefly  from  that  country. 

33.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  at  Castries  (the 
only  port  of  entry)  during  the  years  1870  and  1869  was  as  follows : — 

Yevels.  Of  total  tons. 

In  1870     >        -        -        197        .        16^5 
„  1869         -        -    .        185        -        14,743 

(This,  however,  is  excluding  ten  arrivals  per  month  of  English  and 
French  mail  steamers.) 

The  increase  in  1870  is  due  to  the  same  cause  adverted  to  under 
the  head,  ^*  Revenue  and  Expenditure.*' 

Agriculture  and  Manufacture. 

34.  The  sugar  crop  of  1870  proved,  as  anticipated  in  my  last 
Report,  to  be  the  largest  ever  obtained  in  the  IslancL  The  following 
Taole  shows  the  total  produce  of  sugar  estates  shipped  in  the  years 
1870,  1869,  and  1868  respectively,  the  crop  in  this  latter  year 
having  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year. 

1870.  1869.  1868. 

S^«*^        -{avSpoish2,444,153    -    10,517,726    -    11,118,829 

Molasses    -    (gallons)  153,000    -  205,300    -  191,400 

Rum        .       (     „     )  2,461     .  1,840    -  2,058 

35.  The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  molasses  is  owing  to  a  larger 

5 reduction  of  rum,  which  is  for  the  most  part  consumed  in  the  Island. 
)he  excise  duty  on  this  spirit  amounted  to  5,954/.  in  1870;  to 
5,390/.  in  1869 ;  and  to  6,680/.  in  1868. 

36.  The  increased  production  of  sugar  is  owing  rather  to  extended 
area  of  cultivation  than  to  improvement  of  culture. 

37.  That  less  energy  is  snown  in  the  latter  respect  is  probably 
owing  in  a  measure  to  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  soil,  which 
not  uncommonly  produces  a  crop  from  the  same  cane  plants  for 
twenty  years  in  succession ;  whereas  in  most  other  countries  the  fields 
require  to  be  planted  every  two  or  three  years. 

*  38.  It  is  this  fertility  which  has  enabled  planters  with  veir  limited 
capital  to  earn  many  of  them  competence,  and  some  more  than  com- 
peteuce,  on  estates  so  small  and  so  difficult  of  access  that  their  being 
carried  on  at  all  without  ruin  is  a  marvel  to  strangers.  The  fiulures 
that  have  taken  place  here  have  been  almost  exclusively  the  result 
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of  absenteeism — a  luxury  that  a  small  estate  can  seldom  support.    B%  Lxjcia. 

But  being  better  known  abroad  than  the  successes  of  others,  they  nave        

cast  upon  the  Island  an  undeserved  discredit  that  has  checked  the 
employment  of  English  capital.  This  evil  has,  however,  not  been 
entirely  without  compensation.  The  estates  have  now  all  passed  into 
the  bands  of  resident  proprietors,  whose  personal  supervision  is  felt 
each  year  more  and  more,  and  who  are  gradually  acquiring  a  capital, 
promising  even  better  results  in  the  future. 

39.  The  system  of  agriculture,  as  in  most  of  the  West  India 
Islands,  is  somewhat  rude.  But  signs  at  eflPorts  to  improve  it  are 
not  altogether  wantinff.     In  1869  only  264  tons  of  guano  were  im- 

I)orted;  in  1870,  650  tons;  and  I  may  also  mention  that  in  the 
atter  year  a  steam  irrigating  machine  was  seen  in  the  Island  for  the 
first  time.  It  was  imported  by  an  enterprising  resident  proprietor 
for  use  in  the  plain  of  Vieux  Fort.  The  rainfall  is  there  helow  the 
average,  owing  probably  to  the  attraction  of  the  clouds  by  the 
mountains  of  other  districts,  and  is  moreover  said  to  be  decreasing 
through  tne  cutting  down  of  forests  on  the  neighbouring  hills. 

40.  The  returns  of  mileage  under  cultivation  are  not  trustworthy. 
The  magistrates,  who  make  them,  are  compelled  to  be  content  for 
the  most  part  with  estimates  from  mere  inspection ;  and  such  are  apt 
to  be  wide  of  the  mark.  They  are  undoubtedly  so  in  the  present 
instance.  The  creation  of  the  new  office  of  Colonial  Surveyor  and 
Engineer  may  enable  us  in  future  years  to  obtain  a  nearer  approxi- 
mation to  accuracy. 

41.  From  these  returns  it  would  appear  that  in  1870  the  number 
of  acres  in  sugar-canes  was  little  over  5,000,  a  considerable  decrease 
by  comparison  with  former  years.  But  the  general,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, correct  opinion  of  planters  is  to  the  eflPect  that  cane  cultivation, 
instead  of  being  contracted,  has  been  year  by  year  extended,  and 
now  covers  a  greater  area  than  at  any  former  time.  Virgin  soil  is 
being  broken  for  it  in  all  directions;  and  while  no  estates  have 
latterly  been  abandoned,  some  have  been  reclaimed,  and  others, 
which  a  few  years  ago  grew  little  else  but  weeds  and  trees,  are  now 
yielding  abundant  crops.  One  proprietor  has  almost  entirely,  by 
extended  cultivation,  increased  this  year  to  700  hogsheads  the 
crop  of  estates  which  only  three  or  four  years  ago  yielded  an  average 
of  only  250  hogsheads,  and  many  others  have  made  similar  progress, 
though  not  in  the  same  proportion. 

42.  But  apart  from  these  facts,  another  consideration  shows  that 
the  estimate  of  5,000  acres  is  within  the  mark.  Duty  was  paid  in 
1870  on  more  than  10,000  hogsheads  exported,  whicn,  if  this  esti- 
mate were  correct,  would  be  two  hogsheads  to  each  acre — a  yield 
which,  though  common  enough  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  is 
incredible  as  the  average  of  a  whole  colony  where  land  is  so  little 
tilled  as  in  St  Lucia.  On  this  account  the  real  number  of  acres 
in  canes  is  probably  nearer  7,000  than  5,000. 

43.  Besides  extension  of  cultivation  I  am  able  to  record  a  progress 
in  manufacture  which  makes  further  improvement  probable,  and 
wiU  certainly  render  it  more  easy.  Steam  power  is  gradually  super- 
seding all  others  for  grinding  purposes.  Fourteen  steam-mills  were 
imported  in  1870,  of  which  seven  replaced  others  that  had  been 
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St.  Luou.    moved  by  wind,  water,  or  cattle,  and  seven  were  destined  for  newly- 
opened  estates. 

44.  I  regret,  however,  that  I  cannot  record  any  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  produce,  which  the  limited  supply  of  labour  would 
alone  render  of  more  importance  than  increase  of  quantity.  But  there 
is  another  circumstance  which  may  soon  make  a  necessity  what  is 
now  merely  desirable — I  mean  the  reduction  of  the  sugar  duties 
in  England. 

45.  It  is  possible  that  the  increased  production  stimulated  by 
that  measure  will  be  only  in  proportion  to  the  increased  demand 
created  by  lower  prices.  If,  however,  it  should  prove  otherwise,  as 
indeed  is  the  generally-received  opinion  amonff  merchants,  and  there 
should  be  in  consequence  a  general  fall  in  pnc^  the  chief  sufferers 
would  be  the  producers  of  inferior  sugar,  such  as  is  almost  exclusively 
exported  from  this  Colony.  For  their  margin  of  profit  being  smaller, 
they  could  less  afford  to  lose  any  portion  of  it. 

46.  Fears  on  this  head  were  becoming  general  among  the  planters 
last  year,  but  have  for  the  time  subsided,  in  consequence  of  a  rise  in 
the  market ;  and  the  indications  of  movement  which  they  prompted 
have  for  the  most  part  disappeared. 

47.  High  prices  have,  nowever,  almost  invariably  followed  great 
European  wars:  and  there  may  be  at  present  another  exceptional 
cause  for  them.  Though  high  as  regards  the  profit  to  the  producer, 
they  are  yet  by  the  reduction  of  the  duty  low  to  the  consumer.  In- 
creased demand  has  probablv  been  the  immediate  result  of  this 
cheapness,  while  the  effects  of  the  new  stimulus  to  production  have 
not  yet  had  time  to  show  themselves  fully.  If  therefore  the  above 
fears  had  any  ground  at  all,  there  appears  no  sufficient  reason  to 
justify  their  removal. 

48.  But  whether  the  profits  of  agriculture  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  prosperity  of  the  Colony  are  in  danger  or  not,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  improvement  in  the  quality  of  produce  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance ;  and  the  onlv  question  to  ne  solved  is  as  to  the  means  of 
improvement  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony. 

49.  The  estates  here  are  for  the  most  part  too  small  to  support 
singly  expensive  works,  such  as  produce  the  crystallized  sugar  of 
Demerara;  and  on  this  account  the  co-operative  system  which  has 
achieved  extraordinary  results  in  the  neighbouring  colony  of  Mar- 
tinique, would  appear  to  offer  by  far  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

50.  That  system,  having  as  yet  been  introduced  into  no  English 
West  India  Colony,  is  probably  little  known  in  England,  and  there- 
fore a  short  description  of  it,  as  compared  with  that  which  is  sup- 
planted, maj  not  be  out  of  place. 

51.  Its  cnief  distinctive  feature  is  the"  entire  separation  of  agricul- 
ture from  manufacture.  Though  co-operation  has  proved  useful  for 
the  introduction  of  the  system,  and  has  tended  greatly  to  enhance  its 
profits,  it  is  not  essential  to  it. 

52.  Before  this  innovation  every  sugar  planter  in  the  West  Indies 
was  also  a  manufacturer.  He  not  only  grew  canes,  but  ground  them 
and  turned  their  juice  into  sugar. 

53.  Such  a  system  cannot  te  otherwise  than  a  wasteful  one.  If 
every  farmer  was  also  a  miller  and  a  baker,  it  may,  I  presume,  be 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  HEB  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  117 

'taken  as  certain  that  wheat  would  be  less  abundant  and  bread  worse    St.  Lucia. 

and  dearer,  while  the  profits  of  production  would  be  less.     And  yet        

the  West  India  planter  has  combined  occupations  even  more  incon- 
gruous, as  being  singly  more  difficult  For  the  ordinary  anxieties 
attending  cultivation  and  manufacture  are,  in  his  case,  complicated 
by  peculiar  difficulties  connected  with  labour  and  climate ;  and,  apart 
from  these,  even  the  "common  process"  of  sugar-making  involves  no 
easy  task.  Though  there  have  been  other  minor  causes,  no  other 
than  this  undue  complication  of  characters  need  be  sought  to  account 
for  general  backwardness  of  agriculture  and  inferiority  of  produce. 

54.  It  IS  true  that  great  success  has  occasionally  been  achieved 
under  this  system,  but  must  be  taken  to  be  in  spite  of  it.  Great 
losses  can  be  directly  traced  to  it ;  and  the  experience  of  Martinique 
goes  to  show  how  much  greater  profits  might  have  been  without  it. 
Moreover,  on  large  estates,  as  those  of  Demerara,  the  reauired 
division  of  labour  does,  in  fact,  partially  take  place.  Though  the 
supreme  control  of  cultivation  and  ^manufacture  is  centered  in  a 
tingle  person,  the  ma^itude  of  operations  admits  of  the  exclusive 
superintendence  of  eacn  by  a  responsible  subordinate. 

55.  Under  the  Martinique  system,  however,  the  division  of  labour 
is  complete.  The  planter  is  merely  a  planter,  and  sugar-making  an 
entirely  separate  occupation.  A  central  "  Usine  "  manufactures  the 
canes  of  a  number  oi  neighbouring  estates,  and  pays  for  them  by 
weight,  irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  sugar  produced.  So  that  the 
planter  after  delivering  the  raw  produce  has  no  further  concern  with 
it,  and  he  is  enabled  to  devote  his  capital  and  energy  exclusively  to 
the  improyement  of  his  cultivation. 

56.  The  first  factories  were  established  under  agreement  as  to  full 
supplies  of  material  with  the  neighbouring  planters,  who  also  furnished 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  capital  But  now  others  are  in  opera- 
tion, which  have  dispensed  with  a  part  of  this  security,  and  which 
partially  depend  for  supplies  on  the  growers'  self-interest.  It  was  in 
fact  taken  for  granted  oy  their  projectors  that  the  planters  would  sell 
their  canes  rather  than  make  sugar  themselves.  This  calculation  was 
more  than  justified  by  the  event.  Canes  are,  I  am  informed,  now 
coming  to  these  factories  from  most  unexpected  sources,  and  from  dis- 
tances of  eight  and  ten  miles. 

57.  Further  proof  than  the  above  is  scarcely  needed  to  show  that 
the  planters  are  deriving  benefit  from  the  new  system.  Though  the 
extent  of  that  benefit  cannot  of  course  be  known,  a  notion  of  it  can  be 
formed  from  the  price  given  for  the  canes.  I  am  informed  that  the 
lowest  price  offered  by  the  usines  is  the  market  value  of  5  lbs.  of 
the  best  common-process  sugar  for  every  100  lbs.  of  canes ;  and  this 
is  only  1  per  cent  less  on  the  average  than  is  obtained  by  those 
planters  who  incur  the  risk,  anxiety,  and  expense  of  manufacture. 

58.  There  is,  however,  more  definite  knowledge  as  to  the  profits  of 
the  manufacturer,  who  so  far  deserves  them  in  tnat  he  produces  the 
best  sugar  yet  exported  from  the  West  Indies.  "The  Usine  de 
Francois,**  established  in  1866,  has  in  the  last  four  years  declared 
dividends  as  follows  :— In  1867, 19j)er  cent ;  in  1868,  37  per  cent ; 
in  1869,  48  per  cent ;  and  in  1870,  36  per  cent ;  the  decrease  in 
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8t.  Lucu.    the  latter  year  being  merely  the  result  of  the  disasters  in  France, 

which  receives  the  bulk  of  the  Martinique  sugars. 

59.  The  new  system,  besides  its  intrinsic  merits,  has  in  operation 
developed  a  collateral  advantage  of  no  small  importance.  It  has 
proved  a  powerful  promoter  of  social  order  The  capital  required  for 
the  feu^nes  being  too  large  to  be  commonly  furnished  by  individual 
capitalists,  or  even  exclusively  by  the  '*  monied  classes,"  has  in  some 
cases  been  divided  into  small  shares,  which  are  largely  held  by 
negro  labourers  and  peasant  proprietors.  Moreover,  the  factories 
themselves  as  supnlying  regular  work  at  good  wages,  are  held  in 
'  considerable  regara  by  the  people.  Consequently,  in  the  disturbances 
which  occurred  last  year  on  the  news  of  the  disasters  in  France,  when 
property  was  being  destroyed  in  all  directions  in  the  south-western 
part  of  the  Island,  where  alone  there  are  no  usines,  there  was  but 
little  disturbance  in  the  other  quarters,  and  the  usines  and  their  con- 
tributory estates  were  entirely  exempt  from  injury.  This  fact 
8U|rgests  a  question  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  proprietors  in  other 
Colonies,  vmere  labour  is  insuflScient  and  where  tne  malignity  of 
individual  labourers  is  apt  to  indulge  in  incendiarism,  viz. — whether 
the  admission  of  the  labourers  to  a  certain  share  of  profits  (on  a 
system  similar  to  that  in  operation  in  some  of  the  English  iron 
foundries)  would  not  save  expense  both  in  superintend^ce  and 
insurance,  and  thus  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  both  employers  and 
employed. 

60.  But  apart  firomits  incidental  advantages,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  Martinique  svstem  might  be  profitably  adopted  in 
St.  Lucia.  There  are  several  localities  where  the  cane  cultivation 
is  already  sufficient  to  support  an  usine,  and  if,  as  Martinique  expe- 
rience indicates,  a  coast  carriage  of  eight  to  ten  miles  does  not  prevent 

frofit  both  to  grower  and  manufacturer,  there  is  no  quarter  of  the 
sland  where  one  might  not  be  established  with  advantage. 

61.  Besides  the  regular  sugar  estates,  there  is,  owing  to  the  chei^ 
ness  of  land,  a  lar^e  number  of  small  plots  in  the  occupation  of 
negro  peasant-proprietors,  who  show  their  preference  for  cane  culti- 
vation when  there  is  the  lightest  opportunity  for  hidulging  it  When 
sufficiently  near  to  an  estate,  they  deliver  their  canes  to  the  pro- 
prietor, consenting  in  consideration  of  their  manufacture  to  surrender 
naif  the  sugar  produced  and  all  the  molasses— an  arrangement 
which  ^ives  rise,  as  may  be  supposed,  to  continual  misunderstand- 
iiijgs.  Many  others  are  content  with  their  own  manufacture  carried  on 
with  wooden  hand-mills  (more  rarely  cattle-mills),  movable  boiling 
kettles,  and  other  rude  contrivances.  All  these  would  inevitably 
seize  the  opportunity  which  would  be  offered  by  an  usine  of  selling 
their  canes  oy  weight ;  and  many  others,  whose  poverty  now  precludes 
them  from  cane-growing,  would  probably  abandon  for  it  the  raising 
of  provisions. 

o2.  Moreover,  the  requisite  capital  could  undoubtedly  be  obtained 
by  co-operation.  But  here  is  the  chief  difficulty.  Whenever  the 
question  has  been  hitherto  mooted,  there  has  been  disclosed  on  the 
part  of  some  whose  assistance  was  necessary,  not  only  an  extreme 
reluctance  to  abandon  long-established  habits,  but  a  notion  thai  the 
new  system  would  involve  a  certain  loss  of  their  independence  and 
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portion.  Uniting  at  present  the  functions  of  planter  and  manu-  St.  Lvou. 
facturer^  and  to  a  certain  extent  those  of  merchant  also,  they  are  — 
unwilling  to  adopt  an  innovation  which  involves  their  necessary  con- 
finement to  one  character.  If,  however,  a  single  instance  of  the 
success  of  the  new  system  could  be  brought  immediately  under  their 
eyes,  it  is  probable  that  this  reluctance  would  be  overcome.  There 
is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  reason  to  hope  that  such  an  instance  will  not  be 
long  forthcoming. 

63.  But  failing  changes  involving  outlay  of  capital,  there  is  an 
inexpensive  improvement  capable  of  general  adoption  which  would 
render  even  the  poorest  planter  comparatively  secure. 

64.  At  present  the  sugar  of  this  Colony,  to  the  amount  of  over 
100,000  cwt.  of  the  114,000  exported,  is  unfit  for  immediate  con- 
sumption, and  is  of  that  (quality  that  necessitates  the  occupation  of 
the  refiner.  Some  soils  will  always  probably  produce  a  better  su^ar 
than  others.  But  it  is  yet  a  fact,  not  merely  theoretical,  but  bemg 
continually  demonstrated  elsewhere  in  practice,  that  an  edible  sugar 
can  be  produced  from  any  land  where  canes  grow  readily  by  the 
same  process  now  used  for  the  inferior  Quality,  and  with  no  more 
labour  or  expense.  As  the  one  commodity  is  worth  less  than  the 
other  by  4«.  per  cent  on  the  average,  there  is  thus  an  unnecessary 
loss  to  the  planters  of  this  small  Colony  of  20,000Z.  per  annum,  or 
no  incon^derable  proportion  of  the  whole  profit  reahzed  in  sugar 
cultivation. 

65.  All  that  is  required  to  produce  the  higher  quality  is  the  ac- 
quisition and  application  of  modem  knowledge  as  to  the  ingredients 
to  be  used  in  clarifying,  which  require  not  only  to  be  measured  with 
exactness,  instead  of  by  guess-work,  but  to  be  varied  according  to 
difierences  of  soil. 

66.  As  the  above  facts  are,  I  am  glad  to  say,  becoming  recognized 
by  some,  this  change  will,  no  doubt,  in  course  of  time  be  adopted  by 
all.  But  such  is  the  apatiiy  and  indifierence  with  regard  to  improve- 
ment, that  I  fear  nothing  but  a  serious  fall  in  prices  would  secure 
quickly  a  consummation  so  desirable. 

67.  The  sugar  crop  of  the  present  year,  in  spite  of  an  unfavourable 
season,  will  probably  fall  littie  short  of  that  of  last  year,  and  is  likely 
again  to  exceed  10,000  hogsheads.  And  if  the  present  condition  of 
the  market  continues  until  tiie  bulk  of  the  produce  reaches  home,  any 
slight  deficit  in  quantity  will  be  more  than  compensated  by  increased 
jMices. 

Immigration. 

68.  Of  the  1,500  Indian  immigrants  imported  into  this  Island  in 
the  years  between  1859  and  1862,  only  about  300  remain,  and  but 
for  toe  Ordinance  lately  passed  and  mentioned  under  a  former  head 
of  this  Report,  these  would  probably  have  ^one  also  to  seek  a  larger 
society  of  their  countrymen  in  neighboiu'ing  colonies.  All  those 
remaining  at  the  end  of  last  year,  who  preferred  a  firee  return  passage 
to  bounty,  sailed  for  Calcutta  in  January  last,  to  the  number  of  162, 
and  we  have  just  received  the  news  that  the  voyage  was  a  healthy  and 
sucoessful  one.  The  place  of  the  departed  la^urers  has  been  to  a 
partial  extent  taken  by  Barbadians,  who  immigrated  here  during 
1870,  to  the  number  of  perhaps  400.     A  few  have  come  at  tiieir 
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St.  Lucu.  own  expense,  but  the  majority  were  imported  by  individual  planters. 
The  Government  was  urged  to  encourage  and  conduct  this  immigra- 
tion, and  to  pay  a  certam  portion  of  the  expenses.  The  object  in 
view  was  a  reasonable  and  desirable  one,  but  it  was  considered  neces- 
sary to  defer  consideration  of  the  question  until  provision  should  be 
made  for  a  staff  of  medical  officers  sufficient  to  attend  on  the  immi- 
grants in  the  country  districts. 

G9.  Notwithstandmg  the  proximity  of  the  two  islands  to  one 
another,  and  that  their  latitude  is  almost  the  same,  the  climate  of  Bar- 
bados differs  greatly  from  that  of  St  Lucia.  In  the  former  the  land  is 
comparatively  flat  and  denuded  of  foliage,  and  a  thin  light  soil  barely 
conceals  the  porous  coral.  St.  Lucia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  moun- 
tainous, with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  its  south-eastern 
Quarter,  and  the  forest  remains  on  probably  nine-tenths  of  its  surface. 
The  soil  is  also  for  the  most  part  either  loam  or  clay,  and,  even 
where  different,  covers  impermeable  rocL  Hence  in  J&arbados  the 
rainfall  is  less,  its  effects  are  less  permanent,  and  the  climate  is  far 
dryer.  Probably  for  this  reason  the  Barbadian  on  arrival  here 
requires  acclimatization  almost  as  much  as  the  Indian  Coolie,  and  is 
commonly  sickly  during  his  first  two  years'  residence. 

70.  The  new  Medical  Ordinance  requires  returns  from  estates  of  all 

i)ersons  resident  upon  them  who  have  been  less  than  two  years  in  the 
island,  and  compels  the  provision  for  them  of  medical  attendance.  As 
soon  as  the  medical  stafi,  to  be  appointed  under  the  same  Ordnance,  is 
complete,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  immigration  should  be  encouraged 
and  assisted,  if  the  planters  still  desire  it 

71.  They  have,  however,  not  so  far  been  generally  satisfied  with 
this  class  of  immigrants.  The  Barbadian  bears  somewhat  the  same 
relation  to  the  negro  of  other  West  Indian  Colonies  as  the  workman 
of  large  towns  to  the  agricultural  labourer.  The  struggle  for  liveli- 
hood in  a  dense  population  has  sharpened  his  wits  and  given  an  edge 
to  his  toneue.  He  has  a  fuller  knowledge  of  his  rights,  and  is  not 
only  not  slow  and  sometimes  inconsiderate  in  asserting  them,  but  is 
apt  to  return  with  interest  any  real  or  fancied  attempt  to  encroach 
upon  them.  It  is  therefore  not  surprising  that  he  should  prove  a  dis- 
agreeable substitute  for  the  submissive  and  docile  Coolie. 

72.  There  are  instances,  however,  where  gangs  of  Barbadians  have, 
under  judicious  management,  proved  valuable  plantation  labourers  ; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  would  become  so  generally  as 
they  became  better  understood^  and  when  they  themselves  were  more 
used  to  the  country.  Against  this  they  are  at  first  strongly  preju- 
diced, inasmuch  as  everything,  including  the  language,  is  unfamiliar 
to  them.  But  as  the  strangeness  wears  off,  the  certainty  of  work 
and  the  facility  of  obtaining  plots  of  garden  ground  overcome  their 
objections  and  render  them  unwilling  to  return  home.  As  their  sick- 
ness has  also  assisted  to  their  discouragement,  gratuitous  medical  relief 
is  likely  to  prove  a  further  inducement  to  them  to  remain. 

73.  If,  however,  Barbadian  immigration,  as  some  fear,  should  prove 
a  failure,  there  appears  no  reason  why  this  Island  should  be  less 
favoured  than  its  neighbours,  in  respect  of  the  permission  to  import 
Coolie&  Such  an  undertaking,  however,  should,  I  think,  be  only  as  a 
last  resort    Before  seeking  a  labour  ma^et  on  the  other  side  of  the 
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world,  it  would  seem  more  natural,  and  it  would  certainly  be  far    St.  Lucia. 
more  economical,  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  sources  of  supply  which  are 
near  at  hand ;  and  this  especially  where  an  island  under  the  same 
Grovemment  has  a  surplus  population  which  it  is  found  yearly  more 
difficult  to  support 

74.  While  on  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  immigration,  while, 
no  doubt,  highly  desirable,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  absolutely 
necessary  as  was  at  one  time  supposed.  The  crop  having,  as  shown 
above,  largely  increased,  and  cultivation  having  been  extended  since 
the  time  that  the  greatest  number  of  Coolies  was  in  the  Island,  and 
their  place  having  been  partially  supplied  by  others,  either  the  Creoles 
have  become  more  industrious  or  more  of  them  have  been  attracted  to 
the  estates.  From  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  gather, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  latter  supposition  is  the  more  generally 
correct.  And  I  think  further  that  much  more  labour  might  be 
obtained  of  the  same  kind,  if  task-work  was  to  a  certain  extent  sub- 
stituted for  the  day-work  that  is  now  the  general  rule.  Some 
planters  have  already  tried  this  change  with  advantage  to  themselves, 
and  it  is  probable  that  others  will  soon  follow  their  example ;  in  which 
case  the  correctness  of  the  above  opinion  will  be  tested.  Tlie  adop- 
tion of  task-work  exclusively  would  be  hard  upon  the  weakly,  and 
therefore  undesirable.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  strong,  who  object 
most  to  sbilling-a-day  payment,  are  also  the  most  apt  to  seek  an  inde- 
pendent livelihood  in  the  forest 

75.  Education. 

is  nominally  controlled  by  a  Board  consisting  of  two  committees  of 
equal  number,  one  composed  of  Roman  Catholics,  the  other  of  Pro- 
testants. But,  in  fact,  the  functions  of  the  Board  are  only  exercised 
to  the  extent  of  dividing^  equally  between  the  two  committees  the 
income  of  the  Education  ^und. 

76.  That  fund  consists  of  an  annual  grant  of  5007.  from  the 
general  revenue,  together  with  a  sum  that  amounted  last  year  to 
606^.  Is.  5^.,  the  proceeds  of  an  export  duty  upon  cocoa  and  logwood, 
of  certain  licences,  and  of  fines  and  penalties  recovered  for  breaches 
of  the  revenue  laws. 

77.  The  Protestant  committee  has  invariably  granted  its  share  of 
the  fund  to  the  schools  named  after  the  Mico  Charity,  which,  in  right 
of  providing  about  two-thirds  of  the  funds  for  their  support,  also 
controls  them. 

78.  The  teaching,  properly  so  called,  in  these  schools  is  purely 
secular.  But  in  accordance,  I  believe,  with  the  rules  of  the  charity, 
the  Bible  is  read  daily  without  note  or  explanation.  To  this  system 
the  Catholic  clergy  naturally  object,  and  have  in  most  of  the  towns 
and  villages  established  schools  of  tbeir  own,  which  are  supported  by 
the  Government  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Catholic  committee. 

79.  There  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  regular  inspection  by 
Government  of  any  of  the  schools.  The  funds  at  its  disposal  would 
not  admit  of  the  employinent  of  an  officer  duly  qualified  for  the  duty, 
without  a  serious  reauction  in  the  grants,  already  barely  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  the  schools. 
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St.  Lvoll  80.  As  the  schools  in  several  neighbouring  islands  can  hardly  be 
so  numerous  as  to  more  than  occupy  the  time  of  an  active  officer,  the 
best  and  most  feasible  means  of  obtaining  efficient  inspection  would, 
I  venture  to  think,  be  co-operation  between  the  Colonies,  and  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  at  a  salary  made  up  of  contributions  from 
each. 

81.  There  being  no  inspection,  we  have  no  means  of  testing,  with 
certainty,  the  value  of  the  education  imparted,  or  the  relative  efficiency 
of  the  Mico  and  Catholic  schools.  There  can,  however,  be  little 
doubt  that  the  Mico  schools,  being  presided  over  by  trained  teachers, 
afford  the  better  secular  education.  It  is  in  this  belief  at  all  events, 
that  many  parents  persist  in  sending  their  children  to  them  in  spite  of 
clerical  opposition.  Thus  more  than  six-sevenths  of  their  pupils  are 
Catholics. 

82.  The  number  of  pupils  on  the  rolls,  in  1870,  of  the  ten  Mico 
schools  was  1,313,  of  seven  Catholic  schools  1,030.  The  numbers 
in  1869  were  respectively  1,323  and  935;  so  that  there  was,  in 
1870,  an  increase,  Doth  actual  and  relative,  in  the  number  attending 
the  Catholic  schools,  a  fact  which  would  seem  to  indicate  the  in- 
creasing influence  of  the  Catholic  clergy. 

83.  The  attendance  in  both  classes  of  schools,  if  their  returns  are 
equally  correct,  would  appear  to  be  about  the  same;  the  average 
number  of  pupils  attending  daily  being  in  each  case  five-eighths  of 
the  whole  number  on  the  rolb. 

84.  The  want  of  Government  inspection  is,  in  the  case  of  the  Mico 
schools,  to  a  great  extent,  compensated  by  the  regular  inspection  of 
an  officer  employed  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  who,  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  jud^,  is  not  only  fully  capable  of  the  work  required  of 
him,  but  is  active  and  energetic  in  its  performance.  From  returns 
supplied  by  him,  which  may  be  depended  upon  as  accurate,  it  appears 
that  of  the  1,313  pupils  on  the  rolb,  290  were  able  to  read  Ilnglish 
with  ease,  and  468  to  write  it  from  dictation.  With  regard  to  the 
subjects  English  grammar  and  geography,  as  the  returns  give  only 
the  numbers  of  pupils  under  instruction  in  them,  no  idea  can  he 
formed  of  their  pronciency.  But  I  may  mention  that  in  examining 
one  of  these  schoob  lately,  at  Soufroeir,  on  these  subjects,  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  extent  and  variety  of  ^e  knowledge  (U4>^y^<L  ^^ 
arithmetic,  of  the  751  pupib  who  have  commenced  the  subject,  164 
are  learning  compound  rules,  and  61  have  advanced  to  and  beyond 
"Proportion." 

85.  Considering  that  all  these  subjects  are  taught  exclusively  in 
En^Ush,  and  that  the  vernacular  language  is  a  patois  of  French,  con- 
taining^ but  very  few  English  words,  the  above  results  may,  I  think, 
be  looked  upon  as  so  far  satisfactory.  Judging  from  these  and  from 
the  few  opportunities  which  I  have  had  of  examination  and  observation, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  teaching  in  these  schools  is  of  a  con- 
siderably higher  character  than  that  of  tne  Ward  schoob  in  Trinidad, 
as  disclosed  by  Mr.  Eeenan's  valuable  report  But  at  the  same  time 
many  of  the  defects  of  system  observed  by  him  exbt  here  also,  though 
some  in  a  less  degree. 

86.  The  salary  of  teachers  in  no  degree  depends  on  efficiency  of 
teaching.    Payment  partially  in  proportion  to  results  would  be  far 
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preferable.     But  the  change  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without    St.  Luou. 

regular  and  uniform  inspection.     The  diflSculty  with  regard  to  this  I        

have  mentioned  above. 

87.  The  exclusive  use  in  the  schools  of  the  English  language  is 
clearly  a  mistake.  Much  labour  must  be  wasted  both  on  the  part  of 
master  and  pupil  by  the  system  of  teaching  in  a  language  which  the 
pupils  understand  but  imperfectly,  and  of  which  they  are  at  first 
totally  ignorant ;  and  I  cordially  agree  with  Mr.  Keenan,  that  reading 
should  be  first  taught  in  the  language  of  the  country,  and  English 
acquired  through  it.  In  such  case,  not  only  would  the  education  in  • 
every  subject  te  better  than  it  is  but  the  chief  object  of  the  present 
system,  viz.  a  knowledge  of  English,  would  in  the  end  be  more 
perfectly  attained. 

88.  The  reading-books  in  use  are,  as  in  Trinidad,  unsuited  to  the 
country.  Many  of  their  illustrations  and  allusions  refer  to  objects 
with  which,  as  being  common  in  England,  familiarity  is  taken  for 
granted,  but  which  neither  pupils  nor  teachers  have  ever  seen,  and 
most  of  them  are  never  likely  to  see ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
instruction  is  conveyed  nor  interest  excited  with  reference  to  the 
phenomena  around  them.  The  expense  of  preparing  a  set  of  more 
suitable  books  would,  I  imagine,  be  beyond  the  means  of  this  and 
others  of  the  smaller  colonies.  But  as  there  are  a  lar^e  number  of 
familiar  objects  common  to  the  whole  West  Indies,  this  object  also 
appears  to  be  one  in  which  co-operation  might  be  evoked  with 
advantage.  Even  the  French  translations  would  be  useful  in  several 
colonies  besides  this. 

89.  Another  radical  fault  in  the  educational  system  is  quite  as 
apparent  here  as  in  Trinidad.  A  number  of  youths  leave  the  schools, 
who,  because  they  can  read  and  write  fairly  and  have  some  knowledge 
of  arithmetic,  look  upon  themselves  as  above  any  other  manual  labour 
than  that  of  clerkship.  But  the  field  for  the  employment  of  clerks 
being  very  small,  many  never  attain  to  that  position,  and  too  often 
become  not  only  useless  but  positively  harmful  to  society.  It  is  this 
class  which  furnishes  the  village  lawyers  and  petition  writers,  who  gain 
a  precarious  livelihood  by  playing  upon  the  credulity  of  the  more 
ignorant.  Disappointed  in  hfe,  3iey  avenge  themselves  on  society 
by  fomenting  dissatisfaction,  provoking  useless  litigation,  and  inventmg 
fifauds.  While  others  do  nothing  whatever,  and  hve  upon  the  earnings 
of  their  wives  and  mistresses. 

90.  The  best  remedy  for  this  evil  would  be  the  introduction  of  an 
industrial  element  into  school  teaching.  By  familiarizing  children 
from  their  earliest  years  with  the  tools  of  the  labourer  and  the  artisan, 
not  only  would  their  use  in  manhood  be  rendered  more  easy,  but  these 
false  notions  of  dignity  would  probably  be  overcome  by  degrees,  and 
eventually  precluded  altogether. 

91.  The  Catholic  schools,  which  obtaui  by  far  the  larger  proportion 
of  ^Is,  have  to  a  certain  extent  met  the  above  want,  by  teaching 
sewing  and  other  plain  needlework.  But  as  the  number  of  seam- 
stresses is  larger  than  is  required,  it  would  be  well  if  there  were  also 
included  among  the  subjects  of  instruction  a  knowledge  of  cooking, 
washing,  and  other  work,  suited  to  the  sex.    These  pm*suits,  owing  to 

.those  engaged  in  them  being  comparatively  few  andinexpert^  presen 
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St.  Lvcu.    a  better  chance  of  affording  a  livelihood  In  themselves,  and  therefore 
"*  decreased  temptation  to  obtain  one  by  less  reputable  means. 

92.  In  order  to  effect  a  really  useful  reform  in  this  and  other 
respects,  we  must  have  at  command  teachers  specially  trained  for 
the  purpose.  But  the  establishment  of  a  proper  Normal  School  would 
be  beyond  our  present  unaided  means  ;  and  here  again  the  best  hope 
of  obtaining  the  desired  result  would  be  in  the  co-operation  of  other 
colonies  similarly  circumstanced. 

93.  In  the  aosence  of  such  co-operation,  either  there  must  be  a 
considerable  increase  of  taxation  or  the  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  thinofs  must  indefinitely  continue. 

94.  Having  pointed  out  what  appear  to  me  as  defects  in  the  system 
of  teaching,  I  feel  especially  bound  to  acknowledge,  emphatically,  the 
great  benefits  which  have  been  conferred  upon  this  Island  by  the 
charity  which  controls  the  Mico  Schools — an  institution  which  made 
the  first  efforts  to  dispel  the  dark  ignorance  engendered  of  slaverj-, 
and  has  during  33  years  spent  a  larger  sum  on  the  education  of  the 
people  than  has  been  furnished  from  their  own  taxation. 

95.  In  1870  a  Grammar  School  for  boys  was  established  for  the 
first  time  in  the  Island.  There  are  now  29  pupils,  under  the  tuition 
of  the  Eev.  P.  Mondens,  a  clergyman  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church. 
A  school  of  "  secondary  '*  education  for  girls  has  existed  for  some  years. 
It  is,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  admurably  conducted  by  the  ladies 
of  the  convent  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has  a  high  repute  amongthe  upper 
classes  of  the  community.  It  is  open  to  Catholics  and  rrotestants 
alika     The  number  of  pupils  is  at  present  58. 

Popidaiion. 

96.  The  returns  of  the  census  taken  this  year  are  not  yet  complete. 
But  the  general  result  shows  that  the  Registrar-General  s  estimate  of 
the  population,  as  given  last  year,  was  very  nearly  correct.  The  total 
number  is  rather  over  31,000.  Detailed  information  on  this  subject 
belongs  more  properly  to  the  next  Annual  Report 

PuUic  Health. 

97.  The  health  of  the  people  during  1870  was  good.  There  was 
an  entire  absence,  as  there  has  been,  happily,  for  many  years,  of  yellow 
fever,  cholera,  and  small-pox,  and  ihe  only  malady  whidi  occurred  in 
an  epidemic  form  was  "  whooping  cough. '  This,  however,  has  for 
some  time  disappeared. 

98.  Exclusive  of  still-births,  the  death  rate  was  23*1  per  thousand 
of  the  population,  the  birth  rate  42  •  5  per  thousand  ;  so  that  there  was 
a  natural  increase  of  population  at  the  rate  of  19*4  per  thousand,  an 
increase  that  indicates  a  climate  and  circumstances  comparing  favour- 
ably with  those  of  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonies. 

General  Bemarhs. 

99.  Public  order  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  There  was, 
indeed,  some  excitement  during  the  disturbances  in  Martinique,  such 
as  would  naturally  result  from  the  dose  connection  existing  between 
the  people  of  the  two  islands.    But  no  outbreak  occurred,  and  tran- 
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quillity  was  quickly  restored.  There  fe  a  cerUun  ill-feeling  between  St.  Luou. 
class  and  class,  caused  perhaps  by  undue  exclusiveness  on  the  one  "~* 
side  and  over  sensitiveness  on  the  other ;  but,  happily,  no  general  dis- 
affection ag^nst  the  Government  Food  and  other  necessaries  are 
cheap.  Work  at  fair  wages  is  easily  obtainable.  Taxation  is  very 
light,  being  on  the  average  less  than  135.  6d.  per  head  per  annum 
(inclusive  of  municipal  taxes  and  snecial  taxes  for  immigration  and 
education),  or  little  more  than  half  of  the  average  taxation  of  the 
West  In^a  Colonies.  Justice  in  respect  of  ordinary  grievances  at 
least,  mav  be  obtained  at  trifling  cost  The  public  health  is  ^ood, 
and  has  been  so  for  many  years.  So  that  all  things  considered,  the 
people  have  probably  as  much  cause  for  contentment  as  any  in  the 
world. 

100.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  general  welfare  might  be 
materially  improved  by  very  simple  means,  viz.  an  increase  of 
taxation  on  certain  articles  of  import  I  do  not  refer  mainly  to  the 
good  which  might  be  achieved  by  increased  revenue  in  a  country 
which  requires  so  much  expenditure  to  be  brought  up  to  the  level  of 
modem  avilization.  Nor  do  I  mean  a  taxation  intended  to  check  a 
pernicious  consumption.  I  mean,  paradox  as  it  may  appear  to  English 
economists,  that  the  taxation  would  be  good  without  reference  to 
either  of  these  objects.  The  general  nde  that  taxation  is  merely 
a  necessary  evil,  applies  justly,  no  doubt,  to  those  countries  where  the 
bulk  of  the  population  labour,  and  earn  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
power.  In'their  case,  of  course,  increased  taxation  on  any  article  of 
common  use  is  at  once  followed  by  decreased  consumption ;  and  in- 
deed this  decrease  is  a  test  of  the  amount  of  privation  suffered  by 
consumers.  But  in  St.  Lucia  as  in  other  West  India  Colonies,  the 
labourers,  who  form  the  creat  majority  of  consumers,  though  they  can 
earn  wages  every  day,  only  choose  to  earn  them  on  tiiree  or  four  days 
in  each  week.  The  intervals  of  idleness  do  them  the  more  harm, 
physically  and  morally,  in  that  they  have  but  limited  means  and 
capacity  of  healthy  enjoyment.  Anything  therefore  not  itself  per- 
nicious, which  tended  to  Jead  them  to  more  regular  habits  of  industry, 
would  do  them  an  incalculable  benefit,  would  promote  their  health 
and  happiness,  and  prolong  their  lives.  And  such  would,  I  conclude, 
be  the  result  of  increased  taxation  of  the  kind  referred  to. 

101.  There  are  many  articles  of  considerable  cost,  such  as  tobacco, 
fine  clothes,  condiments  of  various  kinds,  &c.,  which  though  not 
necessary  for  the  support  of  life  or  even  for  the  preservation  of  nealth, 
are  yet  largely  used  by  the  labourers.  It  is  clear  that  their  desire  for 
these  commodities  is  even  stronger  than  their  natural  inclination 
to  idleness,  or  they  would  labour  merely  to  supply  themselves  with 
necessaries.  And  it  therefore  becomes  probable,  that  if  the  value  of 
these  articles  were  enhanced  by  an  incnrease,  within  reasonable  limits, 
of  the  duty  levied  upon  them,  the  labourers  instead  of  using  them 
less  would  merely  draw  upon  their  fund  of  idleness  to  pay  the  addi- 
tional price ;  or,  in  other  words,  exert  themselves  more  to  obtain 
them.  The  taxation  would  thus,  instead  of  an  evil,  be  a  benefit  to 
them. 

102.  I  am  aware  that  a  similar  argument  applies  with  even  greater 
force  to  necessaries ;  and  indeed  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
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St.  LtJoiA.  high  duties  levied  even  on  these  in  some  of  the  other  West  India 
■""  Colonies,  have  contributed  somewhat  to  their  prosperity.  It  i«, 
however,  a  question  whether  the  general  welfare  is  not  in  this  case 
purchased  at  too  great  expense  to  that  by  no  means  insignificant 
number  of  persons  whose  earnings  cannot  necessarily  be  augmented 
by  increased  exertion.  These  are  the  persons  who  suffer  most  on 
any  increase  of  taxation.  Bnt  a  measure  which  merely  deprives  them 
of  some  of  the  amenities  of  life  is  justified  by  a  much  lower  degree  of 
expediency  than  one  which  renders  life  itself  less  secure.  As  the 
duties  now  levied  on  some  necessaries  might  be  doubled,  and  others 
more  than  doubled,  and  yet  be  lower  than  in  other  West  India 
Colonies,  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  up  to 
that  limit,  to  pass  which  would  oe  unjustifiable.  But  as  this  limit  has 
certainly  not  oeen  reached  in  the  case  of  what  may  be  called  luxuries, 
it  may  perhaps  be  possible  to  obtain  the  effect  desired  by  dealing 
with  them  alone. 

103.  Hitherto  the  chief  opposition  to  any  increase  of  taxation  has 
been  on  the  part  of  the  merchants.  They  have  feared  that  trade 
would  suffer,  and  their  immediate  outlay  would  at  first  be  larger. 
But  if  the  increase  was  within  moderate  limits,  I  venture  to  think  Uiat 
trade  would  benefit  rather  than  suffer.  There  might  indeed  be  a 
temporary  depression  at  first,  but  more  labour  would  produce  more 
wealth,  and  whilst  the  consumption  of  the  taxed  articles  would  soon 
recover  its  level,  the  purchase  of  others  would  be  extended. 

104.  As  stated  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  a  reward  was  offered  for 
the  first  time  in  1 870  for  the  destruction  of  poisonous  snakes.  After 
the  vote  of  300?.  had  been  exhausted  by  the  payment  for  12,000  heads, 
the  Legislature  during  my  absence,  refused  to  renew  it.  On  recon- 
sideration, however,  a  somewhat  diminished  vote  was  passed  in 
February  this  year,  so  that  this  interesting  experiment  will  continue. 
The  opposition  to  the  vote  was  caused  by  an  opinion  that  all  snakes 
which  are  seen  are  killed  without  any  reward.  But  the  large  decrease 
in  the  number  of  heads  brought  in  this  year  since  the  diminution 
of  the  reward  seems  to  refute  this  opinion  completely.  Either  the 
larger  reward  was  a  greater  inducement  to  kill,  or  the  number  of 
snakes  killed  last  year  has  caused  greater  difficulty  in  finding  them 
now. 

105.  Further,  the  number  of  deaths  by  snake-poison  was  in  1869, 
before  the  offer  of  reward,  22;  in  1870,  only  16.  This  may  have 
been  an  accidental  fluctuation,  but  the  supposition  is  rendered  less 
likely  by  a  still  further  diminished  death  rate  in  the  first  half  of 
this  year.  During  the  latter  period  there  were  six  deaths  from 
this  cause.  In  the  same  period  of  1870,  the  number  was  10 ;  and  in 
1869,  11.  There  is  therefore  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  400Z. 
or  thereabouts,  which  the  measure  has  hitherto  cost,  has  been  well 
expended. 

G.  W.  Des  Voextx, 
Administrator  of  the  Government. 
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ANTIGUA. 


No.  12. 


Artioua. 


No.  12. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Mundy 

to  The  Eakl  of  Edcbsblet. 
(No.  101.) 
My  Lobd,  Leeward  Islands,  Antigua,  May  11,  1871. 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870,  together  with  a  Report 
thereon  from  Mr.  Baynes,  the  Uolonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        Eobt.  M.  Mundy, 

ftc.        &c.        &C.  Administrator  of  the  Government, 

Leeward  Islands. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

Colonial  Secretaiy's  OflSce,  Antigua, 
Sir,  May  6, 1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  some  remarks 
on  the  Statistical  Tables  composing  the  Blue  Book  of  Antigua  for  the 
year  1870. 

Taoses,  &c. 

The  only  changes  eflTected  in  1870  under  this  head  were  the 
mposition  of  a  stamp  duty,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  trade  tax. 

Beventie  and  Expenditure, 

The  finances  of  the  Colony  are  now  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  ordinary  revenue  was  41,136/.  28.  8d,^  and  the  ordinary 
expenditure  31,315/.  Is.,  showing  that  the  ordinary  revenue  was  in 
excess  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  by  9,821/.  1*.  8rf.  After  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  5,436/.  195.  for  interest,  and  in  payment  of 
public  debt,  the  balance  was  reduced  to  4,384/.  2*.  8a.  This 
oalance  is  composed  of  the  following  items  : — 

£ 
General  Eevenue        -        -    8,803 
Clergy  Fund-        -        -    -        146     6 
Immigration  Fund      -        -        599  10 

-    -    '    -     -  .    .        334  18 


Endlosare  in 
No.  12. 


Barbuda  Fund 


d. 
10 
2 
7 
1 


The  revenue  was  in  excess  of  that  of  1869  by  1,326/.  3*.  ll^d. 
The  expenditure  was  2,500/.  below  that  of  die  previous  year,  the 
principal  decrease  being  as  follows : — 


«... 

1870. 

Decreue. 

IntereBt           •       .       -       - 
Sinking  Funds            -       -   - 
ICUtw^  Bxpenditnre      - 

£         a.     d. 
3,004  11    8 
4,437    0    0 
1,958  15  11 

£         $.      d. 

2.211  11    9 

8,225    7    3 

966  19    1 

d       t,    d. 
792  19  11  ' 
1,211  12    9 
986  16  10 
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A.NTiGtA.        The  principal  source  of  revenue  is  the  import  duty.    This  yielded 

20,436Z.  14*.  Sd.    Articles  of  food  contributed  9,303Z.  16*.  llj^., 

or  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount;  tobacco  and  snuff, 
1,224/.  2s.  Id. ;  pitch  pine,  shingles,  and  other  woods,  2,019Z.  11*.  l|d.; 
wines,  spirits,  ale,  &c.,  2,009Z.  14*.  3d. 

An  excise  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  gallon  is  levied  on  rum  consumed 
in  the  Island,  and  a  licence  is  required  for  the  sale  by  retail  of  wines, 
spirits,  or  malt    The  excise  duty  in  1870  was    £3,733  10    7 
Liquor  licences     -    -    -  954  19     0 

£4,688    9     7 
PMic  Debt. 
The  public  debt  at  the  close  of  the  year  was :  — 

£  8.     d. 

Water-works  Loan    -  -  30,000    0    0 

Local  Loan-        -  -    -  6,113  13  10 

Savings  Bank  Loan  -  -  9,006     8  10 

Lnmigration  Fund  -    -  6,301     6     5 

Treasury  Notes        -  -  774    0    0 

£52,195     9     1 

5,988Z.  13*.  Gd.  has  been  invested  in  the  water-works  sinking 
fund,  and  380Z.  in  the  savings  bank  sinking  fund,  thus  reducing  the 
net  public  debt  to  45,826/,  15*.  Id. 

PuhKe  Works. 
\    No  new  works  undertaken, 

LegislaUon. 

The  chief  enactments  in  1870  were : — 

The  Act  to  provide  for  the  further  reduction  of  the  expenses  of 
certain  departments  of  the  public  service.  Under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  the  offices  of  Registrar  and  Provost  Marshal  have  been  combined, 
with  a  saving  to  the  Colony  of  200/.  per  annum.  This  Act  provides 
for  further  reductions  in  the  establishment  of  the  Colony  as  vacancies 
occur  in  certain  public  offices. 

The  Telegraph  Act  grants  a  subsidy  of  800i  per  annum  for  ten 
jrears  to  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Company,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  company  shall,  within  one  year  of  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Act,  place  this  Island  in  telegraphic  communication 
with  the  other  West  India  Islands,  and  with  the  continents  of 
Europe  and  America. 

The  Census  Act 

The  Act  for  the  better  management  of  the  Holberton  hospital, 
poor-house,  and  lunatic  asylum,  and  to  provide  medical  attendance 
for  the  labouring  population. 

Under  this  head  may  be  included  the  resolutions  passed  on  the 
8th  July  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  the 
Federation  of  the  Leeward  Islands.  These  resolutions  have  since 
been  adopted  by  the  other  colonies  in  this  Government. 
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PoptUaiion. 

The  returns  under  this  head  show  that  a  marked  improvement 
has  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the 
public  health. 

In  1870  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  336.  The  number 
of  births  roistered  was  1,598 ;  of  deaths,  1,262. 

The  birth  rate  was  4' 3  per  cent,  or  43  to  every  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  death  rate  was  3*4  per  cent,  or  34  to  every  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  1869  was  4  •  04.    The  death  rate  was  4-  02. 

These  figures  present  a  pleasant  contrast  to  the  heavy  rate 
registered  in  the  years  1862,  1863,  and  1864,  the  average  death  rate 
for  each  of  these  years  being  4*68  per  cent,  or  46*8  to  every  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Of  the  births  registered  in  1870,  841  were  of  boys,  and  757 
of  girls,  showing  an  excess  of  84  of  boys,  the  proportion  being  about 
111  boys  to  every  100  gurls. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  children  was  1,017,  or  63*6 
per  cent  of  the  whole  number  bom. 

There  were  207  marriages  in  the  year,  of  which  101  were 
solemnized  bv  the  Anglican  Church,  3  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  68  oy  the  Moravian  Church,  and  35  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  ChurcL 

The  marriage  rate  for  the  year  was  '55  per  cent,  or  5*5  to 
eveiy  1,000  of  the  population. 

*  Ine  number  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  registered  during 
the  last  ten  years  is  as  follows : — 


ANTIGVi. 


Ymt. 

Bbths. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

1861  - 

1,326 

1,403 

183 

1862       .        -    - 

1,072 

1,738 

150 

1863  - 

1,407 

1,734 

162 

1864       -        -   - 

1,407 

1,750 

166 

1865  -        - 

1,581 

1,534 

165 

1866       .        -    - 

1,353 

1,310 

183 

1867  -        -        - 

1.581 

1,403 

172 

1868       -        -   • 

1,375 

1.517 

1869  .        -        - 

1,508 

1,493 

198 

1870       -        -    - 

1,598 

1,262 

207 

14,158 

15,144 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  native  population  has  decreased  by 
986  in  the  last  ten  years,  or  at  the  rate  of  -265  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  heavy  death  rate  for  the  years  1862,  1863,  and  1864,  may 
to  some  extent  be  attributed  to  the  effects  of  small-pox,  which  disease 
broke  out  in  this  Colony  in  1862,  and  continued  in  an  epidemic  form 
until  tiie  commencement  of  1864.  Though  the  mortautv  from  the 
disease  was  not  great  in  proportion  to  the  number  attacked,  yet  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  constitution  of  the  sufferers  was  impaired, 
and  rendered  them  an  easy  prey  to  diseases  of  subseauent  occurrence. 

The  severe  drought  to  which  the  Colony  was  subjected  in  1863 
and  1864,  together  with  the  unwholesome  condition  of  the  numerous 
negro  villages,  also  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  public  health. 
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EducoHon. 

The  Commissioners  of  Education  report  that  the  attendance  at 
schools  has  been  greater  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  four  years, 
but  that  it  is  fluctuating  and  irregular,  and  that  ^^  it  must  be  so,  so 
"  long  as  'comparatiye  poyerty  urges  the  parent  to  seek  employment 
*^  for  the  child  either  at  home  or  abroad;  so  long^as  teachers  are 
'^  obliged  to  exact  school-pence  from  children,  whose  attendance  they 
*<  are  powerless  to  compel ;  so  lon^,  in  fact,  as  education  be  not 
*^  rendered,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  half  a  day,  compulsory." 

The  Conumssioners  also  report,  that  ^at  the  close  of  1869 
**  there  were  on  the  books  3,548  names,  and  in  areraffe  attendance 
"  2,096  children ;  the  average  numbers  for  the  whole  year  being 
"  3,609  and  2,258  respectiyely.  On  this  the  year  1870  shows  an 
*^  increase  of  185  on  the  numbers  on  the  books,  and  96  in  average 
"  attendance ;  and  an  increase  for  the  whole  year  of  167  in  the  one 
**  case,  and  139  in  the  other.  And  both  years,  in  some  measure, 
**  but  especially  the  year  1870,  may  be  compared  fevourably  with 
"  1868  and  1867,  it  having  exceeded  the  former  year  by  295  and 
"  416,  and  the  latter  by  515  and  393. 

**  A  like  satisfactory  comparison  may  be  made  between  the  amounts 
"  received  in  the  amount  oi  school  fees  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the 
^^  sum  realized  from  the  same  source  in  1868  and  1867.  In  1869 
'^  there  was  contributed  to  the  income  of  the  schools  In  this  form 
«  305Z.  13«.  lOJi.,  and  in  1870,  3327.  14*.  6d.,  and  these  together 
"  are  in  excess  of  the  joint  totals  of  1868  and  1867  by  48i  10s.  lljrf. 
*^  It  may  be  stated  here  that  each  child  attending  school  has,  on  the 
"  average,  paid  for  purposes  of  education,  Is.  9^.  in  the  year  1870. 

"  The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  for  the  two  years  was 
«  3,1587.  Bs.  6d.  Of  this,  3,127/.  Oa.  ^d.  was  expended  in  the 
*'  shape  of  salaries,  the  balance  on  books  and  apparatus.  But  these 
"  sums  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  for  statistical  purposes,  as  moneys 
"  are  often  spent  on  the  schools  which  do  not  appear  in  the  returns, 
**  and  of  which  consequently  the  Commissioners  possess  no  record. 

"  Towards  this  expenditure  the  public  grant  reached  in  1869 
"  6757.  08.  5d.;  in  1870,  6937.  3«.  Hi.;  in  aU  1,36«:  4*.  4d.  In 
**  1870  the  amount  granted  towards  the  education  of  each  child  in 
''  attendance  at  all  appears  to  have  been  Ss.  8d." 

Imports  and  tlxports. 

A  decrease  of  10,178JL  appears  in  the  value  of  imports  as  compared 
with  the  returns  for  1869. 

£ 

1868 169,900 

1869 174,366 

1870 164,178 

•  •  «  •  m  #  • 

The  expiNrtB  show  an  increase  over  1869  <^  33,0387. 

1868 278,706 

1869  •    .   .    ^   .  •  200,973 
1870 234,011 
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The  crop  of  the  Island  was  an  ayerage  one,  12,674  hogsheads 
of  sogar  haying  been  shipped  daring  the  year.  The  sugar  crop  of 
1868  was  12,^,  and  that  of  1869, 10,370.    i      ,       ,      . 

A  falling  off  in  the  cultiyation  of  cotton  is  shown  by  the  aecreaslng 
exportation  of  that  article. 

lbs. 
Cotti)n  shipped  in  1868     -        -    651,000 
1869-       -   *    853,500 
„  ,'i         1870     .        -    168,981 

Shipping. 

There  id  bttt  little  yariation  in  these  returns  for  the  last  three 
years. 


Ymt. 


Bntcred. 


Ships. 


1868  - 
1869 
1870  - 


45i 
422 


Tonnage. 


26,784 
^.509 
2(1,228 


Cleared. 


Ships. 


423 


Tonnage. 


28,829 

26,188 
24,977 


Ahtigua* 


Oaoi  and  Prisoners. 

I'he  returns  under  this  head  show  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable decrease  in  crime  since  1868. 

The  number  of  commitments  in   1868      was 

„  „  „  1869       ff 

M  i»  »  1870       ,, 


The  recommitments 


'  1-868 
.  1869 
.    1870 


n 


822 
647 
541 

380 
315 
240 


This  great  diminution  may  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the 
stricter  eiiforcemfent  thari  bel-eWrfb're  of  prisoh  discJpfiDfe,  iirid  Hy 
the  adoption  of  ^hot-drill  at  ^  itt^ns  of  penal  labour.  Owing  to 
the  fayourable  seasons,  constant  employment  can  be  procured  by  the 
labourers ;  and  ground  proyisions,  which  form  their  chief  ^od,  are 
cheap  and  abundant 

MospUcdy  LwruUic  Asylum^  Charitahle  InstUtdiam,  and  MeOeal 
Belief  to  the  Ldbowring  PoptdaUon. 

Under  the  proyisions  of  in  Act  passed  in  Decemfeer,  1870, 
these  institutions  haye  for  the  purpose  of  management  been  com- 
bined and  placed  under  the  responsible  control  of  a  Board  of  paid 
officials  appointed  by  the  Goyemor. 

The  new  Board  was  appointed  early  in  the  present  year,  and 
consists  of  the  Treasurer,  the  Auditor-General,  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer,  and  the  Second  Medical  Officer. 

The  Act  has  been  found  to  work  well,  and  to  meet  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended.  A  report  on  this  subject  must 
liecessariljr  be  deferred  vintil  the  close  of  the  year  1871. 
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Oondunon. 

A  retrospect  of  the  year  under  reriew  aflbrds  ample  ground  for 
congratulation  in  every  political  relation.  The  scheme  for  the 
Federation  of  the  Leeward  Islands  into  one  Colony,  under  one 
Govemor,  receiyed  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. The  favour  which  this  measure  has  met  in  we  community 
is  evinced  by  the  numerously- signed  addresses,  commendatory  of  the 
scheme,  presented  to  Governor  Sir  Benjamin  Fine  on  his  departure 
for  England  on  leave  of  absence. 

The  finances  of  the  Colony  have  been  placed  in  a  healthy 
condition.  The  returns  show  a  surplus  revenue  of  3,3007.,  and  the 
Gt)vemment  will  ere  long  be  in  a  position  to  effect  a  modification  and 
reduction  of  taxation,  especially  as  regards  the  duties  levied  on 
articles  of  food  imported  into  the  Colony. 

The  sugar  crop  was  an  average  one.  The  Island  was  blessed 
with  bountiful  seasons;  labour  was  abundant,  and  food  cheap. 
These  material  advantages  were  attended  by  a  decrease  in  crime, 
and  a  maii^ed  improvem^t  in  the  public  health,  as  shown  by  the 
returns  of  the  R^;istrar-General. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)       Edwin  D.  Batnes, 
Colonial  Secretaiy. 
Lieutenant-Governor  Mundy, 
&C.     &C.     &Cr 


MoKTSBBiun  MONTSERRAT, 


No.  18.  No.  13.  ^'^ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  firom  President  Odlum  to  The  OfpickbI 
Administebinq  the  Goysbnmbnt. 

(No.  170.) 
Sib,  Government  House,  Montserrat,  Sept  15, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency,  in  duplicate, 
the  Blue  Book  of  this  Island  for  the  year  1870,  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  report  thereon. 

I  reffret  the  late  period  at  which  the  Blue  Book  is  forwarded ;  but 
the  delay  was  unavoidable  in  consequence  of  the  ill-health  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)       W.  S.  S.  Odlum, 
President 
The  Officer  Adnunistering  the  Gt)vemment 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  fiEB  HAJBStT  8  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS. 


133 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
EBPOBT  ON  BLUE  BOOK  OP  1870. 

Bevenue  and  Expendiiure. 

The  actual  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  fivef years  were  as 
foflows : — 


MOMTBIBBAT. 

Endosnreia 
Nal3. 


Tear. 


1866  - 
1867 
1868  - 
1869 
1870  - 


Revenue. 

Ezpenditare. 

£ 

£ 

5,138 

4,735 

4,071 

4,024 

4,953  : 

4,656 

5,438 

5,046 

5,126 

4,432 

The  revenue  of  1870,  as  comnared  with  that  of  the  previous  vear. 
(1869)9  shows  a  decrease  of  3072^,  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  the 
specific  tax  on  land  as  a  '^  poor-rate/'  the  general  revenue  being  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  expense  of  miuntaining  th6  podr,  and  to  the  repeal 
of  the  customs  duties  on  wheaten  flour  and  commeal  as  articles  of 
food. 

The  difference  of  expenditure  (614/.)  between  those  two  years, 
namelv  1869  and  1870,  is  chiefly  attributable  to  the  larger  liabilities 
in  1869  towards  liquidating  the  public  debt  and  the  restmttion  of  the 
public  buildings. 

Bevsmub  and  Expxkditubs. 


1870.  Balance  from  1869 
ayailable  on  IbI 
Jannarj,  1870  -      698  15    7^ 
Actual  reodptB  of 
1870         -        -  5,126    7  11 

£5,825    3    6} 


£     I.    (i. 

1870.     Ezpenditoe  of 

1870  -       -  4,432  10    8} 
Dec  81.  SorpluB  in  chest 

ayaOable   for 

1871  •       -  1,392  12    9 


£5,825    3    6} 


PiMie  Debt. 

To  the  Imperial  Govenunent,  on  the  Earthquake  Loan  of  1843,1  £  », 
payable  in  three  eqnal  annnal  instalments  with  Interest  at>  1,517  14 
3}  per  cent. .-.-J 


PiMie  Works. 

The  erection  of  a  public  market  at  a  cost  of  147Z.  Is.  The 
establishment  of  this  market  has  ^ven  general  satisfaction.  It  is  not 
only  an  improvement  to  the  town,  but  found  to  be  of  ffreat  convenience. 
The  pavment  of  a  very  trifling  tariff  of  charge  not  on^  meets  the  salaiy 
of  the  keeper  (ZOl.  per  annum),  but  yields  a  surplus  more  than  sufli- 
dent  to  keep  we  market  in  repair. 

LeffisUxtion. 

Twelve  Ordinances  were  enacted  during  the  year,  the  most  important 
of  which  are : — 
No.  !•  Establishes  a  public  market 
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HoKTsiRBAt.      No.  6.  Abolishes  the  duty  on  wbei^n  four  and  corn  and  other 
— —       meal  as  articles  of  food. 

No.  8.  Abolishes  all  export  duties. 

No.  9.  Repeals  the  tonn^gis  duty  f^^  all  fe^Is  entering  the  ports 
of  the  Island. 

No.  10.  Provides  for  the  employment  in  the  public  service  of  a 
second  qualified  medical  practitioner,  and  provides  medical  attendance 
for  the  rabourin^  population. 

Agriculture. 
PmNOiPAL  AvnoLKs  ov  Expcm:* 


Yeir. 

1 

Sogtf. 

IfoIUMl. 

LhneJnioe. 

BbdB. 

Pima. 

Puna., 

1866.       .       . 

^607 

898 

30* 

1867      -       .   - 

l,6d2 

176 

81* 

1868  -       .       : 

53< 

898t 

1869      •        •   . 

1.794 

6oa 

446t 

1870  .       .        - 

hm 

«8 

85» 

*  Conoentimted. 


t  B«w. 


There  are  but  four  or  five  of  the  ^uptr  estates  in  th^  Island  that 
are  eflSciently  worked,  and  the  result  oi  an  improved  system  of  culti- 
vation and  tbe  use  of  effective  machinery  shows  itself  in  the  increased 
crops  annually  produced.  There  are  several  other  estates  which  are 
but  partially  cultivated ;  and  others,  th^  1;^uildings  and  works  of  which 
have  been  allowed  to  go  into  ruin ;  but  portions  of  the  lands  arc  cul- 
tivated, and  tbe  sugar  manuSEU^tuied  on  neighbouring  estates  on  the 
share  system. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

YaLXJI^  or  IXPOBTS  AND  ExPOBIf  FOB  T^,  LAST  FiVX  YeABS. 


Yew. 


1868  - 

1669 

1870- 


Imports. 


18.684 

I7.7to 

60,099 
^5,254 
28,043 


EiportB. 


19,898 
13.9554 
§0.279 
37,228 
29,141 


Skipgmg. 

ikitmd. 

1                Cleared. 

Year. 

YesselB.     1        Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1866  -        .        . 

1867  -        -   . 

1868  -        .        - 
1860      •        -   < 
1870  -        .        .* 

159 
159 
150 
146 
133 

6,801 

5,265 
6,677 
6,870 

143 
145 
138 
138 
130 

6,617 
5,338 
5.338 
6,815 
7,478 
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Poptdaiion, 

By  census  of  1861,  7,645  ;  excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths, 
from  1862  to  1870,  indusiye,  1,286 ;  makiug  an  average  annual 
increase  for  nine  years  of  142f,  equal  to  an  annual  increase  on  the 
last  census  of  1  *869  per  cent. 


MOKmRBAT 


Births,  DealhSf  and  Marriages. 


Births 

Deaths       ^       -       .       •       . 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

Karnagee  •       -       •       •       - 


i8e». 


856 
277 


79 


68 


1870. 


994 
183 


211 


66 


Education. 

'    A  grant  of  100/.  from  the  public  fiinds  was  made  for  education  in 
1870. 


Denomloatkni. 


Church  of  England    • 
Roman  OathoUc 
Weskjraa   •       -       ^ 


Schools.' 


Scholan 
oDBooka. 


764 

77 

415 


Arerage 
Attenknoe. 


89 


Oaoh  and  Prisons. 


Ktles. 

Femalet. 

Total 

OoBimitnifiiiis  in  1870       - 

86 

83 

118 

Once. 

Twke. 

Three  times  or  more. 

If. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

TotaL 

Prisoners  committed  beftyre 

5 

1 

6 

4 

4 

8 

7 

0 

7 

Peroentago  «f  prisonerv  eommitted  who  oonld  read  • 


15-25. 


I  hare^  &c., 
(Signed)       J.  MsAXKB, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Administrator  of  the  GoYeminent 
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er.Kvm  ST.  KITTS. 


No,  14.  No.  14. 

Copy    of   a    DESPATCH    from  the    Officer  administering    the 
Government  to  The  Eabl  of  Kimberley. 
(No.  207.) 
My  Lord,  Leeward  Islands,  Antigua,  Nov.  10, 1871. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Despatdi  from  Administrator 
'  Wigley,  forwarding  the  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  St  Eitts  for  the 
year  1870. 

The  Blue  Book  did  not  accompany  Mr.  Wigley's  Despatch.    I 
have,  howeveri  instructed  him  to  forward  it  direct  to  your  Lordship. 
I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)        Edwin  D.  Baynes,  Administrator  of  the 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Government,  Leeward  Islands. 

&C.  &C.  &c. 


E  oionw  I  Enclosure  1  in  No.  14. 

m  No.  14.         (No.  115.) 

Sir,  St  Christopher,  October  16,  1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  for  this  Colony,  with  the  report  thereon  by  the  Secretary  to 
Government 

2.  I  must  apologize  for  the  lateness  of  its  transmission,  but  the 
duties  of  collating  and  preparing  the  Census  returns  have  operated 
against  its  being  nimished  at  an  earlier  date. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)        F.  Spenoeb  Wioley. 
The  Officer  administering 
the  Government,  Antigua. 


r.ndoBuro  2  Endosure  2  in  No.  14. 

in  No.  14. 

ST.  CHRISTOPHER  AND  ANGUILLA. 

REPORT   ON   THE    BLUE   BOOK   FOR    1870. 

The  revenue  was  31,457Z.  lis.  8d.,  the  expenditure  26,7217. 4s.  6i., 
and  the  balance  in  hand  on  the  1st  January  was  16,3547.  Is, 

The  principal  source  of  revenue  in  St  Christopher  is  that  raised 
from  the  import  duties,  which  contributed  no  less  a  sum  than 
13,6457.  Os.  od,  for  the  purposes  of  general  revenue,  with  ihe 
addition  of  2^2587.  I65.  4d.  raised  under  a  temporary  Act  for  the 
improvement  of  the  town  of  Basseterre,  after  the  fire  in  1867; 
making  a  total  of  15,903il  165.  9cl.,  or  50*88  of  the  entire  revenue. 
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Upon  the  articles  imported  under  the  rates  specified  in  the  tarifi;    Sr.  Kirm 
the  allowing  duties  were  received : —  "~~ 

Breackiuffs.  £  ^     ^ 

Flour,  at  4«.  2<f.  per  barrel      -        .        -        .    2,565  16    8 

Meal,  at  2«.  Id.      „ 108  4    7 

Bread,  at  16#.  per  180  lbs.       ...        .         53  11  10 

Bioe,  at  13«.  per  100  lbs- 188  9     1 


Spiriis,  MdUy  dc. 

Brandy,  at  It.  6d.  per  gallon    ... 
Gin,  at  „  „  ... 

Rum,  at  „  „  ... 

Cordials,  at  Ss.  „  ... 

Malt,  at  Ss.  4i.  per  hogshead,  6(2.  per  gallon 
Wine,  at  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem 


Orain, 

Peas  and  beans,  at  6d,  per  bushel 
Oats,  at  Sd.  „ 

Com,  at  Bd. 


Timber^  de. 

Cedar,  &c^  at  12«.  6c2.  per  m.       -        - 
Hardwood,  at  33«.  4d      „        -        - 
Pitch  pine,  at  12«.  6d.     „ 
White  pine,  at  8«.  4<2.     „ 
Cedar  shingles,  at  2f  .  Id  per  m.  . 
^press  shingles,  &c.,  at  4^.  2d.  per  m. 
Snooks,  at  4d  per  bundle    .        .        . 
Staves,  at  Ss.  4d.  per  m.  - 
Wood  hoops,  at  8«.  4d.  per  1,200  - 


Praviriom  and  Oroceries* 

Coffee,  at  5«.  per  100  lbs.        .        .        -  . 

Cocoa,  at  5«.    „        „  .        .        .        -  - 

Cheese,  at  8t.  4d.    „  .        .        .  . 

Fish  (dried  or  pickled),  at  U  OJd.  per  100  lbs. 
Salted  meat,  at  4g.  2d.  per  100  lbs.  -  "    - 

Butter,  at  8t.  4d.  „        „  .        .  - 

Lard,  at  4«.  2d  „        „        -        •  - 

Befined  sugar,  at  8«.  4d  „  .        •  . 

Muscovado  sugar,  at  bs.  n         '        ' 

Vinegar,  at  2d  per  gallon  .        -        -        -  . 


£2,916  2 

2 

£  «. 

d 

313  2 

6 

287  2 

0 

2  0 

6 

29  11 

0 

123  9 

8 

283  3 

1 

£1,038  8 

9 

£  «. 

d. 

42  19 

6 

196  15 

0 

29  14 

0 

£269  8 

6 

£  ». 

d. 

1  3 

7 

2  0 

6 

249  14 

6 

645  18 

0 

47  1 

2 

372  12 

0 

226  5 

4 

4  2 

6 

120  1 

3 

£1,668  18 

7 

£  ». 

d. 

78  0 

9 

88  15 

1 

96  12 

3 

704  3 

6 

449  16 

8 

287  11 

7 

63  10 

8 

127  9 

0 

6  10 

8 

6  9 

4 

£1,846  17 

8 

Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


188 


HSP(HtT8  EXHifii'i'lKCI-  THE  J^RSBEKT  STATS 


fir.  KiTTB.  5focit. 

£     s.    d. 

Hones,  at  20s.  lOd.  each         -        -        -        -  117  14    2 

Mules,  at  10«.  5<l.       „ 46    7    1 

Asses,  at  4#.  2d.         „ 826 

Cattle,  at  4«.  2(1.        „ 88    2    6 


MisceUaneaus. 

Soap,  at  28.  Id.  per  100  lbs.    - 
Bniifi;at20«.        „        ^  -        - 

Tobaooo,  at  10#.  „        „  -        - 

Ditto,  mannfactnied,  at  20«.  per  100  lbs. 
Cigars,  10  per  cent,  ad  Talorem 
Candles  (sperm),  at  12«.  6(2.  per  100  lbs. 
Ditto     (tallow),  at  6#.  8(f.      „        „ 
Dried  fruit,  at  Is.  OyU  per  100  lbs.      - 


The  other  articles  of  imports,  save  such  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
table  of  exemptions,  are  subjected  to  an  ad-valorem  duty  of  ei^ht  per 
centum,  giving  a  revenue  of  4,918/.  17s.  Id. 

The  value  of  imports  under  the  Table  of  exemptions  was 
23,468Z.  17s.  5d. 

The  export  tax  or  duty  ranks  next  in  importance  as  to  its 
monetary  value,  and  the  following  Table  sets  forth  the  amount  levied^ 
together  with  the  object  for  whici  it  is  so  levied : — 


£255  6 

8 

£  i. 

d. 

135  15 

7 

8  16 

2 

848  8 

6 

i    6 

0 

27  18 

6 

SO  10 

7 

258  2 

6 

22  9 

7 

£831  1 

4 

Sj  wboDi 
paid. 


For  wbal  Pnipose. 


Rate  of  Export  Tax  or  Unij. 


m 


Total 
Ainoant 
ooUected. 


Exporter 

Do.     - 

Ship      . 

Exporter 


StipMids  oC  Clergy,  &o. 
Immigration  Fund     - 
Genenil  Bevenne 
tJp-lf eep  of  Cavalry    - 


Improvement  of  Town) 
of  Basseterre      -    / 


«.  d. 

4  2 

2  1 

2  0 

4  2 


<.  d. 

1  04 

0  6i 

1  6 


i.  d.     ».     d. 

2  10     1 

1  Oi   0    0| 

1  «   I    — 


«.     d. 

0    6 


«.     d.< «.     d. 
0    10    3 


8,116 


s.    d. 

5    7 


381  8  6 
1.679  0  11 
2.700    5     6 


An  addition  of  25  per  oent.  <m  the  tfOKMBDitY 
collected  for  Stipends  of  Clergj^        «       -  j 


£7,877    0    6 
647  12  10 


£8,524  13    4 


Licences  form  the  next  important  item  of  revenne.  Ttie  liquor 
licences  produced  2,343Z.  158. ;  game  licences,  31. ;  Wtipen,  porter's, 
and  butcner's  licences,  511.  13s.  4d. ;  and  dog  licences,  42?.  18s.  4d ; 
these  sources,  with  the  additional  25  per  cent  on  liquor  licences, 
produced  2,783?,  16s.  8d. 
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The  tonnage  dues  realized  ^e  sum  of  1,678/.  Ids.  9i.,  while     &r.  Ems. 

miscellaneous  sources,  comprising  fines  and  forfeitures,  Post  Office,        

Grammar  School,  &c.,  realized  2,5522.  153.  dd. 

The  ordinary  revenue  may  be  estimated  at  27,167Z.  17a.  7d.,  the 
contribution  of  2,644Z.  Ss.  7a.  under  the  Act  imposing  an  additional 
25  per  cent  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  of  Basseterre  being 
exceptional,  the  ^Pt  having  been  passed  for  a  limited  p^riofL 

The  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Colony  for  the  year  was  about 
23,2202. ;  the  grants  to  St  Geoi^'s  Church  and  to  the  Wesleyan 
Mission,  together  with  some  1,50(S.  for  the  improvement  of  the  town 
of  Basseterre  and  other  extraordinary  items,  increased  the  expendi- 
ture about  3,500?. 

The  detailed  expenditure  pf  the  Colony  was  ^  follows : — 

£     s.    d. 

Civil  Establishment       ....  8,187  IS    9 

Judicial  Establishment      -        ...  2,128    4    9 

Ecclesiastical  Establishment  ...  8,659    2    6 

Education 1,168    0    7 

Medical 1,399  19  11 

PoHce 1,988    7    8 

Prison 667     0     7 

Militia 2,581     8    7 

Hospital 2,070  11     8 

Sanitary  and  Begistration  -        -        --  71646 

Eire  Company 426  11     8 

Eoads 1,743  18  10 

Works  and  buildings     .        -        -        -  1,468     9     3 

Improvement  of  town  of  Basseterre     -    -  1,664  14    8 

Miscellaneous        ....        -  2,115  13    2 

£26,721    4    6 


Th^  foUowfadg  Tables  of  the  financial,  agricultural,  and  commercial 
position  of  the  Colony  for  the  last  ten  years  disclose  a  steady  and 
satisfactory  progression : — 


Balance 

Revenue. 

Balance  in 
band  of 

avalUWe 
for  the 
Service 

Tear. 

Exports. 

Expen* 
diture. 

Treasorer. 

of  the 

Importa. 

other 

Total 

snoceeding 
year. 

Paidbj 
Shipper. 

W 

Sources. 

Revenue. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1861      - 

10.353 

8,816 

12,080 

2,329 

1,308 

4,565 

20,282 

21,433 

1862     - 

9,202 

6,422 

12,783 

2,792 

1,446 

5,272 

22,293 

21,371 

1863     . 

10,128 

5,614 

110,701 

4,719 

1,497 

5,055 

21,972 

22,154 

1864     - 

9,940 

8,319 

11,221 

2,683 

781 

4.760 

19.445 

21,257 

1865     - 

8,129 

5,436 

12,127 

5.804 

1,731 

5,414 

25,076 

22.259 

1866     - 

10,946 

5,200 

12,204 

4,879 

1,577 

5,845 

24,505 

24.926 

1867     - 

10.525 

6.384 

14,695 

4,467 

1,393 

5,764 

26,319 

26,093 

1868     - 

10,749 

8.715 

15,239 

5,438 

1,594 

11,626 

83,897 

30,520 

1869    - 

14,126 

8,714 

13,501 

4,358 

1,310 

9,844 

29,012 

27,584 

1870     . 

16,854 

12,759 

13.645 

5,817 

1.679 

10,317 

31,458 

26,721 
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BEPOBTB  EXBIBITING  THE  FBESENf  8TA11B 


St.  KiTTB. 


^Importe. 


ValM  or  Goods 

Yalinofaoodi 

Value  of  Goote 

ToUl  Value  at 
Imports. 

Tmt. 

lUblato 

lUbteto 

Admitted 

SpedflcDotj. 

frMoTDntj. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1861      .        - 

68,181 

55,882 

18,575 

136,938 

1862         .    . 

96.777 

56.522 

14.573 

166.872 

1863     .        - 

89,448 

51,882 

10,560 

157.890 

1864         .    . 

129.187 

46,617 

12.915 

188,669 

1865     .        . 

76.977 

60.729 

13.688 

151,394 

1866         -    . 

87,610 

76.270 

13,695 

177,575 

1867     - 

87.148 

76.988 

13,188 

177,324 

1868         -    . 

99,886 

80.574 

18,293 

198,709 

1869      - 

106.271 

59,493 

17,312 

183.076 

1870         -    - 

113,774 

63,702 

18,576 

196,052 

The  value  of  imports  firom  the  respecti?e  sources  of  importation 
was  as  follows : — 

Great  Britain,  89,000/.,  or  45  40  per  cent ;  British  West  Indian 
Colonies,  24,833/.,  or  12'67i)er  cent;  British  North  America, 
9,492/.,  or  4-84  per  cent ;  United  States  rf  America,  61,664/.,  or 
31  -45  per  cent;  foreign  possessions,  11,062/.,  or  5*64  per  centi 
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IWlthOvgoes. 

In  Ballast 

Total  Tonnage. 

T«v. 

Shlp«. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

SUpe. 

Brittob. 

Pordgn. 

Britlah. 

Foreign. 

Britlah. 

Foreign. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Tonnage. 

1861 

315 

207 

16.434 

'6,332 

68 

45 

2,092 

882 

635 

25.738 

1862 

344 

184 

17.927 

7.145 

81 

53 

4,418 

'378 

662 

29.868 

1863 

363 

168 

19,920 

5.579 

62 

42 

8.605 

'889 

635 

29,993 

1864 

338 

136 

15,279 

4.642 

100 

54 

3.883 

1,255 

622 

25.059 

1865 

322 

209 

19,337 

5,467 

58 

52 

3,286 

1,606 

641 

29,696 

1866 

292 

293 

20,230 

5.524 

108 

50 

5,580 

1.149 

743 

32.483 

1867 

307 

89 

21.517 

6.218 

86 

73 

4,769 

346 

755 

32.850 

1868 

301 

337 

21,462 

6.512 

78 

98 

5.298 

1.786 

814 

35,058 

1869 

294 

299 

22.096 

5.677 

84 

84 

4.274 

288 

761 

32.335 

1870 

282 

840 

21,909 

6,036 

91 

119 

5,028 

415 

832 

33,388 

Ships. 

Gieat  Britain 39 

British  Oolonies 884 

Denmark     --.-..  17 

United  States  of  America          -        -    -  17 

Holland 259 

Fiance    -- 28 

Sweden        - 184 

Prussia  .......1 

Hajtien       -        -        -        -  .     -        -  3 


Tonnage. 

12^7 

14,884 

558 

2,429 

1,651 

269 

1,082 

249 

86 


832        83,388      . 

The  Immigration  Fund  (created  by  an   export  tax  as  ah^ady 
shown)  was  in  credit  on  the  Ist  of  January :— « 

£  s.  d. 
In  English  Funds,  at  interest  -  -  1,266  13  6 
„  Local  Treasury  „  -    -    2,129  18    6 

The  larger  portion  of  the  latter  sum  is  on  deposit  in  the  Colonial 
Bank  at  4  per  oent.  interest  per  annum.  A  remission  of  three-fourths 
of  the  tax  was  made  by  legidative  enactment,  ^ 


PiMic  DeW. 

A  loan  of  9,200?.  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  freeholders 
m  the  re-erection  of  their  houses  after  the  fire  of  July,  1867,  but 
even  this  small  sum,  although  ori^nally  applied  for  before  the  issuing 
of  the  debentures,  has  not  all  men  taken  up,  only  8,0007.  having 
been  advanced  to  freeholders. 

An  annual  drawing  took  place,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  in 
October,  when  five  debenture  numbers  of  1001.  each  were  drawn,  four 
of  which  were  paid  at  the  Crown  Agent's  office  in  London,  and  one  at 
the  local  Treasury. 


St.  KiTTs. 
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St.Kitts.  Legidcdion. 

Five  Acts  became  law  during  the  year — three  for  the  appropriadon 
of  moneys  for  the  public  service ;  one  remitting  three-fourths  of  the 
export  tax  for  immigration  purposes,  it  being  thought  unnecessary  to 
increase  the  fund ;  and  one  renewing  the  Boad  Act,  with  some  few 
idterations.  By  this  latter  Act,  estates  are  bound  to  keep  the  public 
road  passing  through  their  lines  in  good  order ;  the  roads  are  classi- 
fied and  paid  for  according  to  the  classification.  The  system  tnay 
be  somewnat  arbitrary,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  successful 
working.  The  compensation  allowed  by  law  fully  repays  for  the  work 
performed. 

The  Resolutions  relating  to  the  Federation  of  the  Leeward  Islands 
were  passed  this  year.  Opposition  was  raised  against  the  measure, 
but  the  opponents  adduced  no  sound  arguments  against  its  adoption, 
while  many  in  their  ranks  acknowledged  that  the  scheme  presented 
many  useful  and  beneficial  features. 

CivU  Establishment. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Cairns  resigned  the  reins  of  Government  in 
May,  and  the  Honourable  Francis  Spencer  Wigley,  Esq.,  was  ap- 
pointed Administrator.  Hugh  Riley  Semper,  Esq.,  was  appointed  by 
Sir  B.  C.  C.  Pine  to  act  as  Attorney-General  and  Police  Magistrate ; 
subsequently,  upon  Mr,  Semper's  going  to  England  on  leave,  F.  S. 
Wigley,  jmi.,  Esq.,  was  appomted  to  act  in  his  stead. 

Pensions. 

Four  pensioners  i-eceive  in  the  aggregate  50?. ;  two  were  privates 
in  the  Police  Force,  and  two  widows,  whose  husbands  were  killed  while 
firing  salutes. 

Population. 

In  1861  was  24,440,  being  11,437  males,  and  13,003  females. 
During  the  year  there  were  1^251  bhths  SigeAmt  894  deaths,  and  156 
marriages — Anglican,  79 ;  Wesleyan,  49 ;  Moravian,  13  ;  Roman 
Catholic,  15. 

MUUary  Ec^pendiiure. 

The  militia  consists  of  two  troops  of  cavalry,  consisting  collectively 
of  six  officers  and  forty-five  men,  and  one  Hot^  Artillery  Corps  of 
two  officers  and  twenty-two  privates.  The  force  turns  out  for  drill 
eight  times  a  year.  Arms  and  ammunition  are  furnished  by  the 
Government,  and  equipments  and  clothing  by  the  estates  sending 
troopers.  The  Horse  Artillery  are  paid  3(S.  per  man  a  year,  and  the 
cavalry  25/.  per  maa  A  special  export  tax  of  4*.  id.  on  every 
hogshead  of  sugar  shipped  creates  a  fiind  for  this  expenditure. 

Public  Works. 

The  public  buildings  all  underwent,  more  or  less,  repairs.  The 
repair  of  the  Dieppe  Bay  Pier,  the  footpaths  and  channels  in  the 
streets  in  the  town  of  Basseterre,  and  the  painting  of  the  hospital, 
&C.,  all  tended  to  swell  the  outlay  for  the  year.    The  construction  of 
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the  Basseterre  Water-works  made  but  little  progress ;  the  reservoir    St.  Eirra. 
was  coimnenced  and  the  pipe  track  partially  cleared  and  surveyed*  "■ — 

Savings  Bank. 

There  are  eight  depositors  in  the  bank;  the  deposits  amount  to 
912.  2s.  2d. ;  the  interest  is  3  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Immtffration» 

From  Madeira,  the  East  Indies,  and  Africa. 
During  the  last  nine  years  1,044  persons  have  arrived  and  been 
indenturSi  5  the  dates  of  arrival  and  nationality  were  as  follows : — 


Ye*r. 

From 

Males. 

Females. 

Madeira. 

GUcntta.      |        AMca. 

1861  -        - 

1862  -     - 

1863  - 

1866  -    - 

1867  - 

1869  -    - 

1870  - 

43 
50 
219 
15 
51 
53 
53 

337 

223 

238 
25 

216 

7 

34 

26 

27 

142 
25 

226 

8 

17 

27 

26 

484 

837 

223 

573 

471 

The  greater  number  of  these  immigrants,  with  the  exception  of 
some  of  the  East  Indians  and  Portuguese  who  emigrated  to  Demerara 
and  Trinidad,  have  settled  in  the  Colony.  The  census  taken  this 
year  (1871)  returns  their  numbers  at — ^rortuguese,  836 ;  Afiicans, 
295 ;  and  East  Indians,  61. 

Some  planters,  as  they  are  occasionally  pressed  for  labour  during 
crop,  "  spasmodically  "  ask  for  immigrants,  but,  as  a  rule,  there  is  a 
fair  amount  of  labour  in  the  Colony ;  an  annual  importation  to  the 
extent  of  100  persons  would  always  suffice  to  stimulate  native  in- 
dustry. 

The  increased  production  of  the  soil  with  the  small  addition,  as 
shown  by  the  Table,  of  im^ported  labour  and  the  unaltered  rate  of 
wage  for  field-work,  would  imply  that  laboar  was,  if  not  abundant, 
sufficient.  The  limit  of  cultivation  has  been  almost  arrived  at  in  this 
Colony ;  for  increased  prosperity  the  planters  must  look  to  machinery. 
Therefore,  on  the  one  hand,  a  moderate  supply  of  labour  to  be  pro- 
vided by  immigration  as  a  stimulus  will  suffice ;  on  the  other,  greater 
intelligence  wiU  be  required  for  the'manipulation  of  more  com^cated 
sugar  works ;  for  this  purpose  a  higher  wage  would  attract  the  mechanic 
to  the  performance  of  these  duties,  as  his  resources  are  ever  precarious, 
and  his  pay  ranges  from  Is.  4d.  to  2«.  a  day,  while  the  number  of 
artisans  far  exceeds  the  ordinary  demand  for  their  services. 

JEdv>cation. 

1  append  to  this  Beport  a  letter  from  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  to 
which  t  b^  reference.     The  number  of  schools  receiving  Govern^ 
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St.  Ksttb.    meDt  aid  is  28 — ^Anglican  13,  on  the  books,  1,093  scholars  ;  Wesleyan 

9,  on  the  books,  1,016  scholars;  Moravian  6,  on  the  books,  792 

scholars.     The  total  number  of  children  on  the  books  is  2,901,  and 
the  avera^  attendance  1,732. 

The  following  Table  exhibits  the  number  of  schools,  average 
attendance,  &c.,  for  the  last  ten  years : — 

COMPARATXYB  ANNUAL  SOHOOL   EbTUBN. 


No.  of  Schools 

1 

Ye»T. 

rpoeivlng 

Avrrnge 

EqoAl  by  Uw 

Amount  of  School- 

Govemmeoi 
AM. 

Attendance. 

to 

pence. 

£      «.    d. 

1861      -        - 

27 

1.416 

1.079 

282    2    9 

1862         -    - 

25 

1.373 

1.119 

258  13    6 

1863      - 

26 

1,422 

1,109 

270    1    2 

1864         -    - 

24 

1.243 

979 

239    7    6 

1865     - 

27 

1.367 

1.042 

272  16    8 

1866         -    - 

26 

1.347 

1,146 

286  19  11 

1867     - 

25 

1.464 

1.257 

294    7  10 

1868         .    - 

27 

1.746 

1,451 

332    9    1 

1869      . 

28 

1.700 

1.451 

816  17  10 

1870         -    - 

28 

1.732 

1,485 

818    5    2 

Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriage, 

The  births  show  an  increase  of  17  over  the  previous  year,' while 
the  deaths  exhibit  a  decrease  of  17.  Tiie  number  of  births,  in  excess 
of  deaths,  for  the  year  was  357.  Marriages  maintain  the  number  of 
last  year: — 

BiBTHS. 


1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1.140 

1.098 

1,211 

1.245 

1,212 

1,232 

1,273 

1,236 

1,234 

1,251 

Deaths. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865.     1      1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

894 

877 

947 

881 

786 

724 

902 

1,021 

962 

894 

Mabbiaobs. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1879. 

Ill 

140 

93 

74 

120         107 

„ 

161 

158 

156 

General. 

I  am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  close  this  Beport  by  adverting  to  the 
very  satisfactory  condition  of  the  agricultural  body  in  this  island. 
The  sugar  crop  was  in  excess  of  that  of  1869,  and  the  continued  im« 
portation  of  additional  and  improved  machinery  must  tend  still  more 
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to  develop  the  resources  of  this  fertile  island.     Continued  energy  and    St.  Kitts. 

machinery  must  be  the  stand-by  for  the  future ;  the  l&nd  is  cultivated       

almost  to  its  utmost  limit,  and  ever  grateful  in  return  for  careful 
tillage  and  good  manuring,  it  has  jdelded  its  increase  in  bountiful 
harvests.  Improved  quality  of  sugar  must  now  be  the  planters'  aim, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  Barbados  and  Demerara  should  hold  the  palm 
for  **  brighter  straw  "  or  "  finer  crystal "  than  St.  Christopher.  As 
already  noticed,  immigration  to  a  limited  extent  will  confer  some 
benefit  on  the  agriculturists. 

Commerce  has  not  achieved  an  equal  amount  of  success  as  agri- 
culture, but  propitious  seasons  and  heavy  exports  will  soon  resuscitate 
trade,  and  revivify  embers  of  prosperity  that  have  been  temporarily 
dimmed  by  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  fire  of  1867,  and  the 
reaction  of  an  unnatural  and  stimulated  trade  immediately  subsequent 
thereto. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  Island  has  been  good  throughout  the  year ; 
no  epidemic  appeared  in  our  midst ;  health,  in  conjunction  with  ^ood 
seasons  and  crops,  have  conduced  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  our 

people,  who  as  a  rule  are  contented,  law  abiding,  and  loyal. 

»  «  •  *"  "* 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        C.  M.  Eldridge, 

Secretary  to  Government. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  14.  Enclosure  3 

m  No.  14. 

Thb  Gramicab  School. 

Basseterre,  St.  Christopher,   J 
Sir,  October  14, 1871. 

In  furnishing  you  with  a  short  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
St  Christopher  Grammar  School,  for  the  year  1870,  I  am  sorry  to 
have  to  say  that  my  anticipations  of  a  gradual  recovery  from  the 
diminution  in  numbers  consequent  on  the  fire  of  1867  have  met  with 
no  degree  of  realization. 

During  the  four  quarters  of  last  year  the  scholars  numbered, 
respectively,  11, 12,  12,  and  9,  in  each  instance,  including  one  of  my 
own  sons. 

^  During  the  quarter  ending  June  30th,  1870,  the  extent  to  which 
sickness  was  prevalent  among  the  boys  generally  was  such  as  to 
render  regular  class-work  an  impossibility,  and  to  make  the  quarter 
practically  lost  as  to  sound  progress  in  study. 

^  I  have  throughout  seen  a  fair  number  of  boys  whose  a^e  and  posi- 
tion should  make  them  eligible  for  the  Grammar  School  but  I  also 
know  thoroughly  well  that  their  parents  are  unable  to  meet  the 
expense,  low  though  the  scale  of  fees  may  appear,  of  sending  them, 
anxious  as,  I  also  of  m  v  own  knowledge  can  affirm,  some  of  them  are 
that  they  ^ould  have  the  benefits  of  an  education  which  they  have  no 
chance  of  elsewhere  obtaining. 
More  docile,  well-conducted  boys  than  have  uniformly  come  under 
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St.  KiTTs.    my  notice  here,  I  could  not  wish  to  find ;  it  is  an  extremely  rare 
""'        exception  for  a  boy,  after  his  first  few  days  at  the  school,  to  show  the 
slightest  symptom  of  recalcitrance,  impertinence,  sulkiness,  or  obsti- 
nacy, or  to  giYG  me  any  cause  to  complain  of  want  of  industry  during 
school-hours. 

Such  boys  as  have  come  in  Ions  distances  from  the  country — six  to 
seven  miles — have  mainly  turned  out  failures,  the  opportunities  for 
playing  truant  without  immediate  discovery  being  too  tempting  and 
too  easy. 

On  the  whole,  I  cannot  speak  hopefully  of  the  prospects  of  the 
school,  and  can  only  see  the  way  to  a  better  state  of  afiairs  should  the 
school,  by  means  oi  boarding  accommodation,  be  attended  from  this 
and  the  neighbouring  islands — whence  tolerably  frequent  inquiries 
come  as  to  the  possibility  of  receiving  boys — by  at  least  from  30  to 
40  scholars ;  with  numbers  not  less  than  these  there  might  be  some 
hope  of  counterbalancing,  by  emulation  and  ambition,  the  lamentable 
want  of  energy,  due  to  die  climate,  which  must  always,  even  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  be  a  drawback  in  tropical  ^ools. 
As  things  have  of  late  been  with  us,  the  only  remedy  apphcable,  seeing 
that  the  amount  of  confinement  during  scnool-hours  is  quite  as  much 
as  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  consistent  with  health,  is  bodily  punish- 
ment, which  in  England  I  can  hardly  recall  ao  instance  of  my  being 
obliged  to  employ  for  shortcomings  in  lessons,  being  able  there  to 
reserve  it,  as  1  would  desire  to  do,  for  more  or  less  serious  moral 
offences. 

Both  as  regards  the  Grammar  School  and  the  Industrial  Schools  in 
this  Island,  I  am  anxiously  and,  I  must  add,  very  hopefully  awaiting  the 
action  to  arise  from  the  scheme  of  Federation  soon  to  be  expect^  to 
come  into  operation. 

Though  not  bearing  upon  matters  of  last  year,  it  may  not  be  out 
of  the  way  to  mention  finally  that,  during  the  present  year,  two  boys 
have  come  to  the  sdiool  from  the  rising  portion  of  the  coloured  class, 
and  from  this  source  I  have  reason  to  expect  more ;  to  them  the  ^n 
will  be  very  great,  provided  that  the  staple  element  of  the  scnool 
should  remain  as  heretofore,  white. 
I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       Henry  W.  Marshall,  M.A., 

Principal  of  the  Orammar  Schooly  and  ff.M.  Inspector  of  SchooU 
in  the  Island  of  htt  ChrietopKer, 

The  Hon.  C.  M.  Eldridge,  Esq., 
&c  &c.  &c 
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NEVIS. 


Nfivifl. 


No.  15.  No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Administrator  Wigley  to  The 

OFf  lOEB  Admikisterinq  the  Qovebijment. 
(No.  192.) 
Sib,  St.  Christopher,  October  14,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  Nevis  for 
1870,  together  with  a  report  thereon,  from  Mr*  Eldridge,  the  Colonial  ~-^^ — ^__ 
Secretary. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Officer  administering  (Signed)        F.  Spencer  Wigley. 

the  Government,  Antigua. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15.  Enclosure  ill 

NEVIS  BLUE  BOOK  EEPORT.  ^'''  ^^' 

Finance. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  after  due  provision  for  the  public  de- 
partments and  institutions,  and  a  liberal  expenditure  on  the  roads,  the 
balances  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  Dears  a  favourable  compa- 
rison with  those  of  the  past  two  years.  Thus  1868  closed  with  a 
balance  of  l,414i.  19s.  lOd. ;  1869  with  a  balance  of  4^90t  7s.  6c?., 
and  1870  with  a  balance  of  7,216/.  18s.  2d.,  of  which  5,765?.  5d.  1^. 
belonged  to  the  General  Revenue,  and  1,461Z.  8s.  O^d.  to  the  Road 
Fund. 

The  sources  of  revenue  remain  unaltered,  with  the  exception  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Act  (in  the  middle  of  the  year)  levying  an  addi- 
tional 25  jper  cent  upon  imports  and  exports,  &c.,  for  the  especial 
purpose  of  auCTientinff  the  Boad  Fund.  The  larger  proportion 
of  revenue  is  derived  &om  import  duties,  yielding  6,477Z.  7s.  Id. ; 
expcMts,  1,816/.  13s.  lOd. ;  tonnage,  489?.  15s.  lOd. ;  licences,  540?. ; 
these  sums  are  supplemented  by — fines,  Police  Court,  181?.  16«.  lid. ; 
fees,  Re^strar  and  Marshal,  84?.  5s.  S^d. ;  Post  Office,  61?.  14s.  7d. ; 
miscellaneous  receipts,  coinprising  interest  on  Bank  deposits.  Gover- 
nor's fees,  rents,  &c.,  190?!^  5s.  vd.  In  addition  to  these  sums  the 
horse  and  carriage  tax  gave  266?.  14s.  3(2.,  and  the  statute  labour  tax, 
221?.  4s.,  which  amounts  were  carried  to  the  Road  Fund.  These 
several  receipts  made  a  total  revenue  of  8,829?.  18s.  5^. 

Hie  expenditure  has  been  nearly  600?.  in  excess  of  the  previous 
year ;  this  may  readily  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  expenditure 
on  the  roads  and  public  buildings,  togeuier  with  the  salaries  (for 
broken  periods  of  tne  year)  of  two  of  the  disirict  ^medical  officers 
and  Superintendent  of  rubHc  Works,  and  the  pension  of  two  public 
officers. 

The  saving  e£^ted  by  the  union  of  the  Treasury  and  Customs,  and 
ri^d  sorveiuance  of  the  public  accounts,  will  go  far,  it  is  hoped,  to 
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Nevis.      counterbalance  the  additional  charges  for  the  medical  officers  at  the  rate 

of  600Z.  per  annum,  and  for  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  2301. 

The  revenue   and  expenditure  of  the  past  four  years  were  as 
follow  :— 

Beyenae.  Expenditure. 

T"  ~ 

1867-  -        -        -  6,248  5,852 

1868  -        -        -    .  8,058  6,676 

1869-  ...  9,006  5,631 

1870  -        -        -    -  8,830  6,404 

The  returns  give  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  at  the  following 
figures,  for  the  years  1867  to  1870  :— 

Imports.  Exports. 


£ 

£ 

1867  ...        -    40,666 

81,021 

1868       -        -        -    -    54,808 

Betom  nnreliablc, 

1869  ....    61,018 

57,668 

1870       ....    64,286 

64,119 

Great  Britain  sends  17,466Z. ;  British  North'  America,  2,378Z. ; 
British  West  Indies,  St  Christopher,  18,033Z. ;  Barbados,  9,525Z.,  and 
other  Colonies,  85 IZ. ;  United  States  of  America,  5,230Z. ;  Foreign 
West  India  Possessions,  773Z. 

It  is  worthy  of  observance,  that  out  of  about  37,000?.  worth  of  im- 
ports, the  greater  portion  of  which  are  of  United  States'  growth  and 
manufacture,  only  5,230/.  are  of  direct  import  These  goods  being 
thus  subjected  to  heavy  intercolonial  charges  of  ireigfat  and  commis- 
sion, are  necessarily  much  enhanced  in  cost  to  the  consumer ;  a  dimi- 
nution in  port  and  import  dues  might  encourage  a  direct  trade,  which 
an  increased  consumption,  fostered  by  cheaper  goods,  would  readily 
recoup  to  the  Treasuiy.  A  readjustment  of  the  tariff  is  imperatively 
needed ;  food  and  necessaries  of  life  are  chai^ged  a  much  higher  per- 
centage than  luxuries,  while  the  table  of  exemptions  embraces  many 
articles,  which  might  fairly  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  general 
taxation.  Silks,  jewelry,  wines,  and  spirits,  pay  the  same  duty,  8  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  as  cottons  and  common  articlesof  clothing ;  flour, 
meal,  and  rice  pay  from  10  to  15  per  cent;  pork  pays  20  per 
cent. ;  while  manures,  mills,  steam-en^nes,  stills^,  sugar-pans,  furnaces, 
ploughs,  and  carts,  are  exempt  from  any  duty. 

Legislative. 

The  legislation  of  the  past  year  embraces  many  useful  measures, 
the  most  important  of  which  may  be  classified  and  noticed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Fiicdl. 

The  Act  for  uniting  the  offices  of  the  Treasury  and  Customs,  and 
placing  them  under  the  supervision  of  one  officer,  at  a  salary  of  300/. 
per  annum,  has  economy  and  greater  efficiency  to  recommend  it; 
further  legislation  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  at  80/.  per 
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annum,  to  assist  in  the  in-door  department  of  the  united  establish-  Nevw. 
ments.  The  Act  placing  an  additional  25  per  centum  on  ira- 
ports,  exports,  &c.,  was  repealed  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  as  the 
Koad  Fund,  to  which  its  proceeds  were  specially  appropriated,  had  at 
the  time  an  accumulated  balance  sufficient  for  the  contemplated  im- 
provement and  repairs  of  the  roads.  Acts  providing  for  the  pensions 
of  two  retired  public  officers  were  passed  during  the  year. 

Judicial. 

The  Act  to  afford  summary  redress  for  the  unlawful  detention  of 
property  gives  the  magistrate  jurisdiction  to  the  value  of  207. ;  the 
provisions  are  full  and  remedies  effectual. 

The  Act  to  provide  for  appeals  from  summary  convictions  and 
orders  before  justices  of  the  peace,  provides  an  appeal  against  "  any 
decision"  as  against  the  restriction  in  the  old  Act,  which  only  allowed 
an  appeal  upon  "  a  conviction.^' 

The  Act  uniting  the  offices  of  Marshal  and  Registrar  promises 
facilities  to  suitors  by  enabling  them  to  transact  their  business  with 
one  department  instead  of  two;  but  a  junior  officer  to  assist  in 
recording  and  comparing  deeds  and  documents,  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  office  during  the  Registrar's  absence  on  duty  in  Court  or  other- 
wise^ is  absolutely  necessary. 

AgrieuUural. 

The  Act  extending  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for  regulating  the 
rights  and  duties  of  masters  and  servants,  had  for  its  object  the 
encouragement  of  the  introduction  and  indenture  of  intercolonial 
emigrants  under  a  service  of  three  years ;  38  immigrants  have  been 
indentured  under  its  provisions. 

General. 

The  Act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  of 
Public  Works  to  taSe  charge  of  all  public  buildings,  piers,  roads, 
and  bridges,  securing  the  undivided  attention  of  a  salaried  officer, 
under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Governor,  cannot  fail  to  ensure 
greater  economy  and  better  care  of  the  public  interest 

The  Medical  Aid  Act  provides  for  the  appointment  of  three 
district  medical  officers,  who  afford  giAuitous  medical  and  surgical 
aid  to  children  under  10  years  of  age,  and  adults  over  60  years'  of 
the  labouring  population  and  to  the  members  of  the  Police  Force.  It 
further  provmes  for  medical  and  surgical  aid  to  any  labourer  at  a 
moderate  scale  of  charges  fixc4  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  The 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  Act  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

The  Nevis  Infirmary  Act  provides  for  tiie  transfer  of  an  old,  but  it 
is  to  be  feared  much-neglected  establishment  to  the  Government  care, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  under  greater  surveillance  it  may  conduce 
more  to  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  needy. 

The  Act  regulating  the  hours  within  which  shops  for  the  retail  of 
spirituous  and  other  liquors  shall  be  kept  open,  has  already  worked 
to  advantage. 

Several  other  Acts  of  minor  importance  have  become  law. 
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Nfvts.  AgHevUwre. 

—  The  crops  of  the  past  eight  years  are  as  follows :— 


Siiftr. 

Ram. 

MoUmm. 

H. 

T. 

3. 

IMint. 

jnm. 

18C3       . 

2,633 

894 

7.527 

^ 

iIooB 

1864  . 

917 

54 

3,222 

2 

481 

1865       -        - 

2.008 

100 

7,205 

41 

1,114 

1866  - 

2,836 

90 

7,259 

58 

1.012 

1867       - 

1.385 

87 

5.300 

6 

494 

1868  • 

%jn 

105 

5,717 

5 

1.309 

1869       -        - 

2.644 

139 

7,307 

2 

;    1,841 

1870  . 

2,725 

160 

7,680 

"-' 

1.618 

Increased  oapital,  improTed  machinery^  extended  culUvatian,  have 
fiuled  materially  to  improye  the  crops  of  tne  Island,  and  why  ?  Have 
the  seasons  been  unpropitious  ?  or  have  the  thews  and  smews  been 
lacking  in  the  care,  reaping,  and  manufacture  of  the  produce  ?  The 
answer  is  undeniable,  the  want  of  labour  cripples  toe  energy  and 
limits  the  operations  of  the  agriculturist,  The  apathy  of  the  labourer 
is  the  planter's  bane ;  the  prospect  of  reward  fails  to  stimulate  him  to 
exertion ;  offers  of  continuous  service  produce  no  attraction ;  erratic 
habits,  love  of  change  and  pleasure,  disregard  for  the  morrow,  inex* 
pensiveness  of  living,  either  as  to  food  or  clothing,  together  with  the 
salubrity  of  climate,  all  combine  to  produce  in  the  native  labourer 
an  indisposition  for  steady  employment.  Nevis  from  its  peculiar 
geological  features  is  precluded  from  using  implemental  husbandry  to 
any  extent  The  masses  of  rock  that  are  seen  cropping  up  in  every 
direction  are  heaped  in  every  variety  of  form  or  are  scattered  broao- 
cast  upon  the  face  of  the  land,  defy  the  plough,  and  manual  labour 
must  be  resorted  to.  The  only  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  is  im- 
migration, and  this  is  only  required  to  a  limited  extent ;  200  or  300 
indentured  Coolies  or  Portuguese  would  be  sufficient,  on  tiie  one  hand, 
to  stimulate  the  native  labourer  to  industrious  habits;  and  on  the 
other,  to  place  the  agriculturist,  in  emergent  cases,  with  the  aid  of  the 
better  disposed  and  more  domesticated  natives,  in  an  independent 
position  of  extraneous  assistance.  The  aid  of  the  Government  is 
urgently  needed  to  prevent  this  fertile  Island  from  relapsing  into  diffl* 
culties ;  a  helping  hand  may  not  only  avert  impending  retrogradation, 
but  may  open  a  prosperous  j9kthway  for  a  ^nerpus  emulation  with 
the  neighbouring  colony  of  St.  Christopher- 

Pvhlio  WorT^ 

The  various  public  buildings  have  und^gone  more  or  less  rqwilr,  at 
a  cost  of  250/.  Increased  shipping  accommodation  is  urgently  needed 
at  Charlestown  and  New  Castle.  A  bridge  on  the  main  road  from 
town  to  New  Castle  is  required  for  safety,  as  well  as  to  facilitate 
traffic ;  the  road,  through  a  dead  sand,  is  at  all  times  laborious,  while 
heavy  rains  or  high  surfs  cause  a  treacherous  shifting  sand,  alike  dan- 
gerous to  man  and  beast.  There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  roads  in  the  parishes  of  St  Thomas,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  a  short  time  the  roads  of  this  Colony  will  be  in  a  most 
satisfactory  eondition. 
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Edueation.  Nevis. 

The  returns  from  the  clergymen  of  the  Anglican  Church  give  the 
following  results  :-**Two  new  school-rooms  have  been  erected  and  one 
considerably  enlarged,  at  an  expense  of  about  390^.  The  average 
attendance  in  these  schools  is  432.  The  cost  of  maintenance  was 
201i  55.  5d.  The  Legislature  gave  no  grant  towards  the  erection  and 
extension  of  the  school^rooms.  The  expense  of  maintenance  was 
raised,  88Z,  from  English  funds,  HI  12b.  id.  from  fees,  47t  65.  8(f. 
from  the  Legislature,  and  21?,  65.  "Jd.  from  other  sources.  The  schools 
of  the  Wesleyau  Church  gave  an  average  attendance  of  502,  and  the 
expense  of  maintenance  182i — from  the  Iiegislative  Assembly  50?,, 
fees  73?,,  end  other  sources  60?, 

Savings  Bank. 
The  want  of  suoh  an  institution  under  Government  Ck>ntrol  is  much 
needed,  and  the  Le^lature  having  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  the 
people  will  doubtless  soon  have  a  s^e  depository  for  their  earnings, 

PoUHeal  Franchise. 
The  five  elected  members  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  were 
returned  during  the  year.  The  votes  recorded  were,--St.  Paul's,  17 ; 
St.  John,  7 ;  8t.  George,  4 ;  St.  James,  14 ;  St  Thomas  7.  The  quali- 
fication is  a  property  one  of  4Z.  85.  lOrf.  per  annum.  This  limited  use 
of  the  francnige  does  not  evince  much  interest  in  the  political  aflairs 
of  the  Colony, 

Marria^es^  PirthSj,  and  J)eafh$. 

The  returns  show  137  marriages,  572  births,  and  331  deaths  for 
the  year. 

General  BemarJcs. 

Amongst  the  most  notable  of  the  Acts  of  the  Le^lative  Assembly 
this  year,  was  the  passing  of  the  Resolutions  relating  to  the  Federation 
of  the  Leeward  Islands.  The  measure  was  unpopular ;  partially  from 
want  of  information,  which  when  offered  few  would  listen  to,  partially 
from  fear  that  the  overwhelming  influences  of  the  larger  Colonies 
would  create  offices  and  cause  increased  expenditure  and  taxation; 
and  in  a  great  measure  from  personal  hostility  to  the  talented 
Governor  who  inaugurated  the  scheme.  The  ratification  of  the  Im- 
perial Act  by  Her  Gracious  Majesty  will  be  the  signal  for  the  Nevi- 
sians  to  display  that  loyalty  and  law-abiding  love,  on  which  they 
justly  pride  themselves.  They  failed  to  sustain  their  opposition  to 
the  measure,  but  will  then  accept  their  position  and  do  all  they  can 
to  test  the  efficiency  and  well-working  of  the  scheme.  Time  will 
gradually  heal  personal  animosities,  and  Federation  will  develop  its 
usefulness.  A  common  interest  and  a  closer  bond  of  union  will  tend 
to  rouse  ambition,  develop  latent  abilities  and  resources,  and  these 
hitherto  small  and  unknown  but  brilliant  isolated  spots  in  the  Carib- 
bean Sea,  will  acquire  status,  invite  capital,  and  uncultivated  acres 
will  resnme  their  pristine  verdure,  and  **  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  " 
will  no  longer  be  a  thing  of  the  past  The  Medical  Aid  Bill  in- 
directly and  directly  afiects  immigration,  both  in  the  case  of  those 
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Nens.  already  here  and  those  who  may  soon  be  expected.  Adults  over  CO 
years  of  age  and  children  under  10  years  of  age  are  gratuitously  pro- 
vided  for ;  while  all  labourers,  including  handicraftsmen,  menial  and 
predial  servants,  boatmen  and  porters,  are  attended  under  a  moderate 
scale  of  charges  fixed  by  the  Governor  in  Council ;  and  all  persons 
suffering  from  prolonged  illness,  or  who  fipom  a^e  or  infirmity  are 
unable  to  earn  their  subdstence,  are  duly  provided  for. 

Taxation  is  not  excessive,  amounting  to  about  15i.  Id.  per  head,  and 
with  diligent  collection  b  sufiident  for  the  wants  of  the  Colony.  A 
readjusted  tariff  (to  which  I  have  already  alluded),  a  modiBcation  of  the 
Complaint  Court  fees,  and  a  repeal  of  the  statute  labour  tax  would 
be  desirable.  With  reference  to  the  Complmnt  Court,  magisterial 
jurisdiction  should  be  allowed  for  petty  debts  to  the  extent  of  40i. 
and  no|;appeal,  and  the  statute  labour  should  be  abolished.  The 
records  ot  crime  exhibit  no  offences  of  any  magnitude ;  petty  thefts 
are  more  common  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  that  regard  for  the 
property  of  one's  neishbour  is  much  ignored,  while  the  punishment 
of  incarceration  affords  no  terror  to  the  thief;  wholesome  diet,  good 
clothing,  and  moderate  labour,  in  many  instances  offer  a  premium  to 
idleness  and  vice.  The  gaol  is  too  small  for  the  introduction  of  shot 
drill,  or  the  treadwheel,  while  the  nominal  hard  labour  of  breaking' 
stonesy  sweeping  streets,  or  weeding  trenches  is  not  to  be  compared 
to  the  physical  exertions  of  the  honest  labourer  who  literally  earns 
his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 

The  health  of  the  Colony  has  be^  good,  no  epidemic  has  existed, 
while  the  ordinary  tropical  diseases  btve  in  no  way  increased  the 
usual  mortality.  General  good  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  land  are  manifested  throughout  the  community. 

I  have  &c., 
(Signed)        C.  M.  Eldridge, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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VIRGIN  ISLANDS. 


No.  16. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Prewdent  MoiR  to  Lieutenant- 
;  Governor  Mxindy. 

(No.  93.) 
Sir,  Tortola,  May  3, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870, 

Taxes,  Duties,  &c, 

2.  I  have  no  remarks  to  offer  on  the  method  of  taxation  and  col- 
lection of  duties  pursued  here,  at  variance  with  or  supplementary  to 
those  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Govemor-in-Chief  in 
my  Despatches,  No.  11,  of  the  24th  January,  and  No.  51,  of  the 
11th  June,  1870. 

Fees. 

3.  Ordinance  No.  3,  of  1870,  was  enacted  so  as  "  To  appropriate 
"  to  the  public  service  the  fees  which  are  now  payable  to  the  President 
"  of  the  Virgin  Islands  and  his  Private  Secretary.**  That  Ordinance 
became  law  on  the  2nd  day  of  June.  The  fees  payable  to  the 
Government  and  to  other  public  officers  continue  as  before,  as  fully 
reported  in  my  Despatch,  No.  49,  of  the  28th  May,  1870,  and  in  the 
Blue  Book  returns  for  1869. 


Virgin 
Islands. 


No.  16. 


Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

4.  The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  tliree  years  are  shown 
in  the  following  Tables : — 

Bevenub. 


1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

Customs      •       .       •       • 

Licences 

Taxes 

Post  Office      -        •        -   - 
Fines  and  penalties     - 

Wrecks 

President  fees     - 
HisceUaneons* 

£        t.      d, 

1,849  11    9 
159  19    6 
240    7    3 
13  14    n 
47  15    41 
15  19  llf 

52    5    8f 

£        t.       d, 

1,088    1  10 

171  11    8} 

326    0    1} 

12    8    4 

21    5    8) 

5  10    6i 

80~7    4 

£        t,      d. 

1.013    8    li 

230  17  19 

864  18    5 

16  19    6 

29    8    9' 

318  18    0    . 

3    6    0 

81    0    8 

Balances  from  previons  years 

2,379  13    9| 
25  14    7| 

1,655    5    7J 
321    4    8 

2,058  17    0 
6  17    1 

£2,405    8    5i 

1,976    9    8} 

2,065  14    1 
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Vraom 
Islands. 


ExPENBirUBK. 


18M. 


1869. 


Treft8nrer*8  Department     - 
Judicial  „ 

ProYOfit  Marshal 
Ecclesiastical  Department 
ChariUble  „ 

Educational  „ 

Roads  and  Bridges    - 
Police    -       -       -       - 
PostOffleei 

Gaol      .       •       •       . 
Public  Buildings 
Board  of  Health     - 
Printing  and  Stationery     • 
Registration  of  B.  and  D. 
Inquests     -        -        -        - 
Office  Contingencies 
Militia       -        .        .        * 
8teamer  •  Telegrafo » 
Debts  due  ao4  pM^  -       -> 


Babnoet  to  following  years 


t        ff.    d.    i         £        ff.      d. 


2.084    4    4    I    1,969  12    7} 


2,084    4    4 
821    4    1} 


1,969  12 
6  17 


P 


£2.405    8    5} 


1,976    9    8i 


1870. 


£        t. 

299  15 

25  1 
200  0 
122  0 
230  12 
120    0 

48  10 

66    7 

54  19 
192  12  Hi 
134  16  If 

26  19  llf 
56  8 
17  12 
15  17 
19  18 

1  18  llj 

276    8    9i 

43  16    6i 


d. 

I' 

0 

6f 

0 

6 

8 


0 
9i 


1,953  11 
112    2 


<ii 


2,065  14    1 


PreTiously  to  1870  the  Treasurer's  cash-book  had  been  made  up 
without  exhlbitiug  clearly  the  yarioua  receipts  and  charges  in  each 
departraepty  clas^  separately  under  their  different  heads.  That 
deiect  has  now  been  remedied,  and  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
under  eyeiy  hcftd  and  for  any  portion  qf  the  year  can  be  imroedii^tely 
ascertaiqedt 

Leffidation. 


5.  The   following  Ordinances  were 
Council  during  1870 : — 


passed   by  the   Legislative 


Ordinance  No.  1,  1870.  To  enable  the  Chief  Judge  of  tlie 
General  Court  to  hold  special  courts  fbr  the  transaction  of 
business  not  requiring  a  jury. 

Ordinance  No.  2,  1870.  The  appropriation  of  Revenue  Ordi- 
nance for  the  year  1870. 

Ordinance  No.  3,  J870.  To  appropriate  to  the  public  service 
the  fees  which  are  now  payable  to  the  President  of  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  hb  Private  Secretary, 

Ordinance  No.  4,  1870.  To  provide  for  taking  a  census  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  islands. 

Ordinance  No.  5,  1870.  Petty  Sessions  Amendment  Ordinance 
for  the  year  1870. 

Ordinance  No.  6,  1870.  For  granting  a  retiring  allowjvnce  tQ 
Wm.  Wright  King,  of  these  islands. 

Ordinance  No.  7,  1870.  The  Supplemental  Road  Ordinance, 
1870.  ' 

But  by  far  the  most  hnportant  work  of  the  Council  was  the  adoption 
by  it  on  the  10th  August  of  certain  "  Resolutions  "  approving  of  the 
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Federation  of  the  Leeward  Islands  into  one  Colony,  and  respectfully  Vnww 
requesting  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  cause  such  "  B^olutions  Iblanm. 
to  oe  embodied  in  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  together  with 
all  such  proTisions  as  mi^ht  be  necessary  to  give  them  full  force  and 
effect.  These  "  Resolutions,"  together  with  my  "speech,  and  the 
reply  of  the  Council,  were  transmitted  in  my  Xiespatch,  No.  61,  of 
the  12th  August,  were  approved  by  the  Govemor-in-Chief,  and  sub- 
sequently, in  a  speoial  manner,  by  Uie  Secretary  of  State.  It  will  be 
here  necessary  to  quote  only  the  last  paragraph  of  that  speech,  as 
showing  the  ^ewa  I  then  held,  and  the  hopes  I  at  that  time  enter- 
tained. *^  In  referring  you  to  the  unanimity  with  which  this  measure 
"  was  accepted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  Antigua,  which  I  was 
'*  fortunate  enough  to  witness,  and  to  the  prospect  of  it£t  receiving  the 
**  sanction  of  other  independent  colonies  to  windward,  I  cannot  but 
**  congratulate  you  on  this  inyitation  to  be  associated  in  a  work 
'<  whioh,  it  is  my  opinion,  should  not  be  permitted  to  terminate  with, 
^^  or  be  oonflned  to  the  Leeward  Islands,  but  that,  embracing  all  the 
^'  sister  colonies  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  which  may  willingly  unite 
^*  with  us,  we  should,  without  much  delay,  grasp  the  friendly  hand  of 
^*  the  Pominion  which  not  long  ago  was  held  out  to  us,  in  the  hope 
^*  and  expectation  that  those  mutual  benefits  which  would  by  such  a 
**  union  accrue  to  the  north  and  to  the  south  may  be  realized,  and 
"  the  children  of  one  great  parent  GJovemment,  divergent  for  long  in 
''  their  immediate  pursuits  and  dwelling-places,  may  once  more  in  a 
'^  political  and  mercantile  union  converge  for  their  mutual  advan- 
"  tage ;  and  I  can  conceive  that  our  common  country  will  view  with 
"  much  satisfaction  the  realization  of  her  hope  that  those  who  have 
*<  long  left  her  to  fight  their  several  independent  parts  in  the  battie 
"  of  Ufe  are  not  unmindful  of  their  common  origin,  but  now  evince 
'^  anxiety  to  draw  closer  that  connection  of  which  she  was  the  author, 
*•  and  of  which  I  hope  she  may  ever  continue  the  nucleus  and 
**  support." 

Popvlation. 

6.  In  the  expectation  that  the  Blue  Book  returns  would  be  com- 
pleted and  placed  in  my  hapds  long  ere  this,  I  had  compiled  certain 
tables  embntcing  information  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  anticipation  of 
the  general  census  which  was  taken  on  the  5th  of  last  month. 
Besides  the  check  on  the  census  returns,  which  these  tables  would 
afford  if  correctiy  and  regularly  kept,  I  think  other  useful  ends  will 
be  obtained  by  their  publication.  The  annual  compilation  which 
ought  to  have  been  made  by  the  Eegistrar-General  from  the  Dis- 
trict Registrar's  returns  has  been,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  totally 
neglected.  The  labour  in  compiling  th^  last  ten  years  has  conse- 
quently been  considerable,  and  in  all  probability  we  cannot  safely 
pronounce  it  free  from  errors ;  but  I  trust  that  for  the  future  those 
useful  tables  may  be  carefully  prepared  from  year  to  year,  with  such 
improvements  as  time  and  experience  shall  suggest ;  for  they  will,  to 
some  extent,  constitute  a  social  meter,  showing  the  state  of  morals 
and  health  in  each  district  in  the  Virgin  I^ands,  which  may  be 
referred  to  with  90me  degroQ  of  confidence  for  reliable  information  on 
these  importaQt  pnbjects,  and  to  wliich  \hq  fl^c§?§ary  remedies  may 
from  time  to  time  be  applied. 
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ftsponn  ExuuuTiNo  the  pbbbent  state 


ViBonr 

BlRTHB. 

T^^ifPfl, 

ll^tlnute.  niegUlnute 

,  liCftitlmate.  lUegfUmate.' 

Dirtrict.     Year. 



Totals.  1  Dtotrict.      Year.    ' j , TotaU. 

BL    i   F.       M.    1   F. 

.!              !                 1   M.   1    F.   1   M.    ;    F.   1 

^       \ 

16  1  12 

3       4 

1           t 

35   1     A      \           /,  13 

13 

i 
3  I    4       33 

B 

17 

10 

1       3 

31    !     B 

13 

7 

8 

8  1     26 

\J              1         1  AA1 

i) 

1 

2       3 

15  1 

0 

1866 

6 

5 

4 

6       21 

D     1  .1861 

37 

28 

21 

18 

99 ; 

D 

15 

21 

14 

20  1     70 

£ 

7 

4 

8 

4 

23 

E 

4 

4 

8 

4       20 

F     ,i          I 

3 

» 

5 

2 

19 

F    ;      ' 

ll    8 

7 

1 

—       16 

1 
A     \          . 

1  89  1  59 

40  1  34 

222  , 

A 

\ 

1  59 

57 

33 

37  1  186 

19  ;  17  !     3  1    8  1     47  ' 

/  15 

8 

6 

2 

81 

B 

8 

7 

2       2 

19 

B 

7 

14 

— 

1 

22 

27                   ^ 

C 

1862, 

3 

3 

3       3 

12  i 

0 

•1867 

9 

6 

5 

7 

D 

22 

21 

23  1  21 

87 

D 

26 

21 

16 

25 

88                    1 

E 

11 

6 

7 

5 

29  , 

£ 

8 

11 

6 

2 

22                     ' 

F      . 

1    9 

4 

4 

4 

21  1 

F 

A 

/ 

\          / 

I'     2 

5 

1 

4 

12 

1 

72 

58 

42  I  43 

215 

62 

1  65 

34  J  41     202                    j 

A     \          / 

20  1  17 

10 

4 

51 

'   14  1  10       2  1    1       27                    1 

B 

18 

13 

7 

2 

35 

B 

7     12 

1   1  —       20                     ' 

C      1 
D     1 

1863 

6 
26 

6 
80 

4 
36 

6 
23 

22  1 
115  1 

C 
D 

1868/ 

7       5 
25     11 

4 
22 

4       20 
7       65 

E     1 

8 

8 

8 

5 

29  ! 

E 

7  I    8 

3 

5       18 

V     }        V 

1 

9 

5 

6 

3 

23| 

F 

j    4  !    5       1 

8       13 

1 

82 

79 

71 

43 

275 

64 

46  1  88 

20  1  168 

A      ^ 

V          / 

.  19 

14  1     5 

5       48  i 

A 

!  10  !  13  1    4 

-       27 

B                  [!  11 

9     - 

1       21  1      B 

16 

7       1 

4i     28 

D    T^^\ 

>    2 
19 

1       4 
32     27 

10      17  ;'    C 
22     100  ;     D 

1869/ 

1    2 
27 

3       6 
26     16 

13  1     24 

14  83 

^''      \ 

7 

7 

8 

5       27   1     E 

1     6 

4|    8 

5 

18 

F    7       V 

5 

7 

4 

2       18 

F 
A 

;       V 

\          / 

.  10 

t 

1  1     1 

4 

16 

\          / 

,63 

70 

48  1  45  1  226  ; 

l71 

54  1  81 

40  {  196 

A      ^ 

10 

16 

5       6       37  ,! 

9 

15       5 

4       S3 

B 

19 

10 

1       1       31        B       1          1 

5 

4     — 

1       10 

C 

^   i 

)1865| 

8 
30 

5 
18 

3       3  !     19        C 
21     19  !     88  i;     D 

1870/ 

8 
20 

7       1 

27  1  28 

7       23 
25     100 

E     1 

6 

6 

9 

5 

26  1 

E 

2 

5       8 

5       15 

F      . 

'          I 

4 

3 

« 

1 

14 

F 

/          \ 

7 

6  1    2 

2       17                     ^ 

77 

58 

45 

85 

215  li 

51 

64     39 

44     198                     \ 

LegHImate. 

I           Illegitimate.           | 

Ptoriod. 

nutrici. 

Males.     1    Females. 

Males. 

Females.    |      *^                                ' 

/  A 

145 

135 

46 

1 
38 

864                         . 

For  ten  years,  from 
1861  to  1870  ia- 

B 
C 

116 
60 

93 
42 

16 
86 

18 
62 

243 
200 

dufiive 

D 

247 

280 

224 

194 

895 

E 

61 

58 

68 

45 

227 

I  F 

61 

52 

81 

25 

169 

690 

610 

416 

882 

2,098 

Although  the  result  b  not  quite  so  bad  as  in  others  of  the  West 
India  Islands,  the  above  Tables  disclose  a  very  low  state  of  morality. 
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ViBGIN 
lOLAMDe. 


BEPOBIS  BXHIBITINa  XHB  PBBSBNI  glATB 
Mabriages. 


Yean. 

Au 

1   B. 

C. 

D. 

£. 

F. 

Totals 

1861   - 

10 

_ 

6 

22 

2 

40 

1862  -    -  . 

6 

1 

2 

17 

2 

1 

29 

1863   - 

6 

5 

1 

12 

w 

S 

26 

1864  -    -  - 

6 

— 

6 

15 

5 

3 

85 

1865 

7 

— 

3 

12 

— 

1 

23 

1866  -    -  - 

1 

4 

6 

16 

-^ 

m^ 

27 

1867   - 

2 

2 

1 

27 

— 

9 

41 

1868  -    -  - 

9 

3 

2 

28 

10 

3 

65 

1869 

4 

3  • 

2 

13 

0 

— 

28 

1870  -    .  - 

10 

2 

2 

13 

5 

3 

85 

61 

20 

31 

175 

28 

24 

339 

Ediuxition. 

7.  The  ^rant  of  money  which  this  Colony  can  afford  to  set  apart 
for  educational  purposes  is  so  very  small,  that  when  partitioned 
among  the  thirteen  teachers  in  the  Cliurch  and  Wesleyan  schools, 
we  cannot  expect  instructors  of  great  ability  can  be  procured  for  the 
insignificant  salaries  allotted  to  each.  However,  I  can  speak  favour- 
ably of  the  principal  Wesleyan  school  and  its  teacher,  who  is  effident 
and  successful;  and  his  Lordship  the  Bishop  is  most  desirous  to 
secure  an  able  master  for  the  Church  school  in  town,  when  he  shall 
be  able  to  induce  a  capable  man  to  undertake  the  charge  in  this 
Island. 

Imports  and  Eaporis. 

8.  The  value  of  the  Imports  and  exports  for  the  last  two  years  was 
as  follows:— 

Imports.  £xi>ortB. 

£  s.    d.  £        s.      d. 

1869  •        *    6,120    6    2i  8,2l0    0    6 

1870  -    .    4,425    5    4  6,808    7    8 


£1,695    0  lOi 


£1,401  13    8 


There  has,  however,  been  only  an  apparent  falling  off  in  the  value  of 
imports,  for  by  the  occurrence  of  a  valuable  wreck  on  the  Anegada 
reef— the  same  on  which  the  unfortunate  Royal  mail  ship  ^  Paramatta' 
was  lost — goods  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  3,500Z.  were  saved,  and 
thrown  into  the  general  market  Le^timate  importations  must 
necessarily  have  diminished,  but  the  duty  received  on  these  wrecked 
goods  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  general  revenue. 

Gaol 

9.  This  building  continues  in  the  same  condition  as  when  I 
reported  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1869,  and  In  my  Despatch,  No.  84,  of 
the  26th  December  last,  in  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  Desptcb, 
No.  15,  of  8th  August,  1870,  upon  the  same  subject  I  am  nappy 
to  be  able^  to  speak  of  the  little  use  the  cells  baye  been  put  to  since 
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that  date ;  and  judging  from  outward  appearances,  and  the  small 
number  of  persons  committed  during  the  vear,  we  must  hope  that 
the  social  and  moral  condition  of  the  people  is  improving,  and  that 
an  adrance  has  been  made  towards  a  purer  and  happier  state  of 
things  in  the  future* 

10.  Fine  and  seasonable  weather  contributed  to  the  material  com- 
fort and  the  physical  health  of  the  mass  of  the  population,  and  I  hope 
that  by  next  mail  I  shall  be  in  a  position  to  give  rehable  statistics  of 
the  number,  and  other  useful  particulars  of  the  people,  who  appear 
contented  with  their  present  condition. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        AtEX.  W.  Monu 
Lieut-Governor  Mundy, 
&c.    &c.    &c. 


Virgin 
Islands. 


DOMINICA. 


POHINIOA. 


No.  17. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  FbeeliKq  to 

The  OpFICBB  ADMINISTBRINa  THE  GOVEBNMBNT. 

(No.  37.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Ho8eau»  May  8, 1871. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  for  the  year  1870,  the  accuracy  of  which  has  been  certified  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  together  with  my  report  thereon. 

1  have>  &0., 
(Signed)        S.  Frbbling, 
The  Officer  Administering  the  Government,  Lieut.-Govemor. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  17. 


Enclosure  in  No,  17. 

BEPOET  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  EETUENS  OP  DOMINICA 
FOB  THE  TEAB  1870. 

Revenue  and  So^^endiiwe. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  15,731/*  ds.  8i.;  the 
expenditure  to  16,2482:  4^.  2d. 

In  1869  the  revenue  was  15,620/.  15^.  6d.i  6Xpenditure> 
13,947/.  16s.  l^d. 

Compared  with  1869  there  is  a  decrease  on  two  sources  of  revenue 
of  about  1,642/.,  thus : — 

£ 
Loan  Liquidation  Account  *        *        •        ^    1,441 
Harbour  dues     ,    -        -        -        -        •   <-       105 

The  Act  of  1866,  which,  by  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  10 
per  cent  on  all  imports,  provided  for  the  payment  of  a  loan  of  4,100/1, 


EiiuluBuro  iu 
No.  17. 
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Do-MiNioA.  expired  at  the  end  of  1869 ;  and  there  being  no  farther  necessity  for 
"""  its  continuance^  it  was  not  re-enacted.  The  small  sum  appearing  to 
the  credit  of  this  account  in  the  Blue  Book  is  the  amount  of  arrears 
of  the  former  year  collected  in  1870.  The  decrease  'of  105/.  on 
harbour  dues  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  last  year  fbwer  vessels 
entered  this  port 

2.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  revenue  on  nearly  all  the  other 
items  amounting  to  1,743/.,  thus : — 

£ 
Import  duties        -•.----    173 

Excise— Bum  duty 172 

Liquor  and  still  licences  ....  279 
E(Ntd  composition  money  -  •  -  -  •  454 
Ordnance  property  (arrears  of  rent)         -        «    100 

The  result  is  therefore  very  favourable,  because,  although  there 
has  been  an  important  reduction  in  the  taxation,  yet  the  revenue  for 
the  year  1870  exceeded  that  of  the  former  year  by  lOO/i 


8.  In  comparison  with  1869,  there  is  a  decrease  in  several  items 
of  expenditure  of  about  1,511/.,  thus : — 

Public  works  and  buildings    .        -        .        .  461 

Board  of  Health 175 

Printing  and  stationery  ....  120 

Loan  Liquidation  Account-        -        -        •    •  619 

The  increase  of  expenditure  on  certain  accounts  amounts  to  about 
2,811/.^  namely: — 

Beads 1,804 

Hurricane  Loan       - 812 

Town  Wardens 153 

Grant  to  Road  Fund 870 

Grant  on  a  public  garden     -        -        -        -  100 

Of  the  above  amounts^  that  expended  on  *^  roads"  represents,  first, 
the  salaries  of  registrars  of  births,  &c.,  which,  by  reason  of  a  mistake 
in  the  new  Boad  Act,  are  now  payable  from  the  Road  Fund  instead 
of  being  paid  from  the  general  revenue;  secondly,  extensive  extra 
repairs  to  the  various  roads,  and  part  payment  of  the  expense  of 
opening  an  entirely  new  road  from  the  leeward  to  the  windwanl  side  of 
the  Island ;  and  tnirdly,  contributions  from  the  Boad  Fund  towards 
the  expense  of  erecting  an  iron  bridge. 


Hurricane  Loan. 

4.  This  was  the  first  renewed  instalment  of  the  Hurricane  Loan 
of  1836,  the  payment  of  which  has  to  be  completed  by  similar  annual 
instalments  during  eleven  years  from  the  date  of  the  fir&t  renewed 
payment. 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OP   HEB  majesty's   COLONIAL   POSSESSIONS.  161 

Town  Wardens.  Dominica. 

'  5.  This  grant  was  to  place  the  streets  of  Roseau  in  a  better  state 
of  repair, . 

The  grant  to  the  Road  Fund  was  m  aid  of  the  new  bridge  over 
the  Roseau  River. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hurricane 
Loan,  the  extra  expenditure  has  been  on  useful  public  works. 

Civil  Establishmeni. 

6.  The  Reverend  W.  T.  Roper,  Rector  of  St  George,  died  during 
the  year.     No  new  appointment  has  been  made. 

Works  and  Buildings. 

7.  All  the  public  buildings  have  been  repaired,  but  Government 
House  will  require  re  shingling  in  1872. 

An  iron  bridge,  at  a  cost  of  about  4007.,  has  been  erected  over  the 
Roseau  River,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  Roseau 
and  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  country  population. 

A  new  road  has  been  opened  across  a  considerable  tract  of  country, 
and  brings  several  of  the  estates  on  the  windward  side  into  easier 
communication  with  the  capital. 

Pvhlie  Ddd. 

8.  The  amount  due  to  the  Imperial  Government  on  account  of  the 
Hurricane  Loan  of  1836  was,  at  the  close  of  1870,  7,230/.  6s.  8d. 

LegisMive  Enactments. 

9.  Fourteen  laws  were  passed,  the  most  important  of  which  were : — 
An  Act  for  the  introduction  of  the  Electric  Telegraph — a  measure 

that  has  always  contributed  towards  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
communities  and  of  individuals. 

A  new  Road  Act,  which  is  an  improvement  upon  the  old. 

An  Act  to  consolidate  the  Laws  relating  to  Quarantine,  which 
gives  more  power  to  the  Board  of  Health  to  stamp  out  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases. 

A  Resolution  for  the  Federation  of  Dominica  with  the  other 
Leeward  Islands,  a  measure  which  I  am  confident  will  bring  in- 
creased prosperity  to  this  Island. 

Thus,  as  regards  legislative  enactments,  the  past  year  has  not 
been  barren  in  useful  results. 

FopvlaUon. 

10.  The  Registrar-General  returns  the  population  at  28,517. 
The  population  in  1869  was  27,124. 

In  1870  there  were  875  births  against  746  in  1869. 
In  1870  there  were  95  marriages  against  92  in  1869. 
In  1870  there  were  483  deaths  agamst  504  in  1869. 

L 
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DoMiKicA.  Education. 

11.  There  are  eighteen  Government  schools:  the  number  of 
scholars  are — boys,  804  ;  girls,  484,  being  an  increase  of  99  scholars. 

The  schools  in  Roseau  are  well  managed.  Of  those  in  the 
country  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  make  generally  a  more  favourable 
report  than  I  have  hitherto  been  able. 

The  Inspector  is  zealous,  and  anxious  to  carry  into  eflFect  any  of 
my  suggestions  and  instructions  as  regards  improvement  in  teaching. 

Imports. 

12.  The  total  declared  value  of  imports  was  60,277/.,  being 
4,488  less  than  in  1869. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  22,505/. ; 
British  Colonies,  30,926/. ;  foreign  countries,  6,846/. 

Although  le^s  than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  they  are  much 
larger  than  those  of  1868.  A  portion  of  this  decrease  may  be 
attributed  to  the  late  war,  and  that  supplies  to  both  the  French 
islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  have  been  stopped,  from 
which  large  quantities  of  goods  are  exported  to  tl^s  Island. 


Exports. 

13.  The  declared  value  of  exports  was  62,246/.,  against,  in  1869, 
57,831/. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  was  4,599  hhds.,  against,  in  1869, 
4,084  hhds. 

Shipping  Returns. 

14.  The  shipping  returns  show — 

Inwabdb  with  Cabgo. 


From 

18«9. 

IBIO, 

VmbpIb. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

VrtseU. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

Great  Britain 

British  Colonies-        -   - 

Foreign  Countries  - 

15 

92 

153 

8,026 
3,510 
8.006 

123 
408 
550 

10 
92 
89 

2,152 

4,053 

904 

103 
422 
300 

260 

9,542 

1,081 

191 

7.109 

825 

Inwards  in  Ballast. 


Where  from. 

1869. 

1870. 

Veuseln. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

Vft«5lfl. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

Great  Britain 

British  Colonies-        -    - 

Foreign  Countries  - 

47 
60 

623 

1,5*;5 

139 

187 

48 
27 

858 
264 

138 

84 

107 

2,188 

326 

75 

1,122 

222 
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Where  Ibr. 

1869. 

18T0. 

Veisels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

Veesels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

Grea^  Britain 

BritUh  Colonies         -    - 

Foreign  Countries  - 

16 
130 
150 

3,145 
3.273 
2.111 

136 
503 
520 

16 
131 
108 

8,433 
3,352 
1,710 

161 
490 
386 

296 

8,529 

1,156 

255 

8.495 

1,037 

OUTWABDB   IK  BaLLAST. 


Where  f6r. 

1869. 

18Y0. 

Veeeela. 

Tom. 

Crew. 

YevelB. 

Tone. 

Crew. 

Great  Britain 

British  Oolonies          -   - 

Foreign  Countries  - 

23 
46 

565 
1.434 

90 
155 

23 

53 
267 

20 
64 

69 

1,999 

245 

30 

320 

84 

Lands. 

15.  The  acreage  of  the  Colony  is  said  to  be  186,436.  The 
estates  in  cultivation  amount  to  188. 

Forty-nine  new  grants,  comprising  961  acres  of  Crown  land,  were 
issued. 

36U.  have  been  collected,  and  528Z.  are  still  due  and  are  payable 
by  instalments. 

Oadt  cmd  Prisoners. 

16.  There  is  one  gaol  in  the  Island ;  it  is  in  Roseau :  248  pri- 
soners were  committed  in  1870 ;  285  were  committed  in  1869. 


1870.— Claadfled. 


Debtors     - 
Bnad  defanlters 
PeUy  thefts 
Other  offences 


Men.      I  Women. 


88 
13 
28 


10 

20 

9 


177 


71 


ToCaL 


48 

33 

37 

130 


248 


The  system  now  pursued  at  the  gaol  is  more  deterrent  in  its 
efiects  tlian  formerly. 

CharUMe  InstittUions. 

17.  These  comprise  the  Poor-house,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Infirmary, 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  Orphanage. 


DoinincxA. 
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PoMCTicA.  Oeneral  Remarks. 

18.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  financial 
position  of  the  Island,  as  notwithstanding  the  great  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion and  the  increased  extra  expenditure  of  804/.,  from  payment  of 
the  first  renewed  instalment  of  the  Hurricane  Loan,  1836,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  keep  the  e^jpenditure  within  473/.  of  the  revenue, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  make  several  important  public  improvements, 
such  as  roads,  bridges,  repair  of  public  buildings,  &c. 

There  was  also  a  balance  at  the  end  of  tne  year  amounting  to 
4,480/.  Is.  Id. 

I  consider  this  Island  to  be  slowly  but  steadily  progressing ;  and 
considering  the  advantages  that  are  likely  to  accrue  from  its  Federa- 
tion with  the  sister  islands  of  the  Leeward  Group,  there  is  every 
probability  of  a  still  further  advance  in  prosperity. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        S.  Fbeelik0, 
Lieut-Governor. 


LONDOH: 
nnmD  mi  wiluam  ctx>wu  axs>  soxb,  stamvou)  ctikst  aiii>  obamm  <mom, 

worn  EMM  MAJVn'S  fTATIOVSR  OFTKO. 
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SCHEDULE, 


EA8TEEN  COLONIES. 


1  Ceylon  -  -  -  - 

2  Hong  Kono 
Labuan  ... 

UaUBITIUS  and  SlYOHSLUES 

St&aits  Settlshents  (Not  received) 


3 

22 

56 

58 

138 
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CEYLON. 


Ceylon. 
No.  1.  ^i. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Heecules  Robinson, 
K.C.M.G.,  to  The  Eael  op  Kimbeelby. 
(No.  226.) 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  Ceylon, 
My  Lord,  September  14,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue  Book 
of  Ceylon  for  the  year  1870,  and  to  submit  the  following  Report  on 
its  contents : — 

Bevenue  and  ExpendUwre. 

£ 
2.      The  revenue  for  1870  was  -        -        -        -    1 ,  091 ,  606 
The  expenditure  for  ditto       -        -        -    -    1,026,870 


£ 


Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure    -       £64 ,  786 

3.  As  compared  with  that  of  1869,  the  revenue  of  1870  shows  an 
increase  of  145,1127.     This  increase  is  altogether  attri- 
butable   to    the    changes   which    took   place    on    the    Ist  1870    -      -    1,091.606 
January,    1870,    in   connection   with   the   Sinking   Fund.   ^^^"^       -  -      ^^A^^ 
From  that  date  the  export  duties  were  abolished,  and  the  £145  ua 

railway  receipts  were  carried  to   credit  of  revenue,  an  • — 

annual  contribution  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  58,000/.  for  14  years 
being  made  chargeable  upon  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony, 
The  railway  receipts  for  1870  amounted  to  204,1 14Z.  The  export 
duties  in  1869  amounted  to  57,007/.,  leaving  a  net  increase  to  the 
revenue  of  1870  on  these  two  items  of  147,107/.,  which  is  nearly 
2,000/.  in  excess  of  the  gross  increase  on  the  year.  The  other  items 
therefore  of  increase  and  decrease  nearly  balance  each  other.  There 
is  a  decrease  of  9,497/.  under  arrears  of  revenue  of  former  years, 
which  is  satisfactory  as  showing  the  greater  punctuality  with  which 
the  instalments  of  rented  revenue  are  now  paid  in.  Under  the  head 
of  Customs,  there  is  an  increase  of  15,736/.  in  imports,  attributable 
to  the  improvement  in  trade.  The  increase  of  2,066/.  in  land  sales 
is  owing  to  the  sale  of  large  tracts  of  forest  in  the  Central  Province 
adapted  for  coffee  cultivation.  Under  the  head  of  land  revenue, 
there  is  a  large  increase,  amounting  to  9,736/.  in  the  item  of  paddy, 
caused  chiefly  by  a  productive  harvest,  and  partly  by  the  success  of 
the  irrigation  scheme,  which  has  led  to  increased  cultivation.  The 
increase  of  3,456/.  in  tolls  on  roads,  bridges,  &c.,  affords  evidence  of 
increased  traffic  upon  the  thoroughfares  throughout  the  Island,  The 
increase  of  3,840/.  in  the  item  of  retail  of  salt  under  the  head  of 

A  2 
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Cetlon.  licences,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  rent  of  the  Jaffna  District 
for  1869  was  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  the  receipts 
from  this  source  were  then  brought  to  account  under  the  head  of  sale 
of  Government  property.  Under  this  latter  head,  consequently,  there 
is  a  decrease  in  the  receipts  of  1870  from  salt,  as  compared  with 
those  of  1869,  of  4,856/.  There  are  also  large  decreases  under  this 
head  in  two  other  items,  yiz.  timber,  3,493/.,  and  colonial  stores, 
10,520/. ;  the  former,  owing  to  the  restriction  in  the  issue  of  licences 
in  the  Eastern  Provinces,  and  to  the  fact  that  a  large  amount  bad 
been  realized  in  1869  on  account  of  confiscated  timber  in  tbe 
Northern  Province ;  the  latter  owing  to  large  receipts  in  1869  on 
account  of  iron  bridges  and  other  stores  issued  in  that  year.  As 
remarked,  however,  by  the  Auditor-General,  this  item  of  revenue  is 
really  only  a  matter  of  account ;  the  Government  paving  in  the  first 
instance  for  stores  purchased  by  it,  and  recovering  their  value  from 
time  to  time,  as  they  are  issued  for  use.  There  is  an  increase  of 
1,652/.  on  postage  and  postage  stamps,  which  is  evidence  of  increased 
correspondence ;  whilst  the  decrease  of  6,777/.,  under  the  head  of 
"  electric  telegraph,  is  caused  by  the  transfer  of  that  Denartment  to 
the  Indian  Government  In  a  word,  the  main  items  of  decrease  are 
eiUier  mere  matters  of  account  or  are  caused  by  the  relinquishment 
of  certain  sources  of  revenue,  whilst  there  is  improvement  under  all 
the  heads  which  indicate  the  revival  of  trade  and  the  advancement  of 
industrial  enterprise. 

4.  The  expenditure  of  1870,  as  already  stated,  amounted  to 
1,026,870/. ;  that  of  1869  was  881,373/.,  showing  an  increase  of 
145,497i 

5.  This  increase  is  attributable  partly  to  larger  expenditure  upon 
public  improvements,  and  partly  to  the  changes,  already  referred  to» 
which  took  place  at  the  commencement  of  bst  year  as  regards  the 
Sinking  Fund  and  railway  accounts.  These  last  led  to  the  following 
items  beiuff  included  for  the  first  time  in  1870  in  the  general  expen* 
diture  of  the  Colony  : — 

£ 
Contribution  to  Sinking  Fund    •        -  £16 ,000 
Interest  on  Debentures  -        •        -    -    42,000 


58,000 

Bailway  establishments      •        •        -        —        80,258 
Other  railway  charges   -        -        -   .        —        53,824 

Total  ....        —   £141,582 

On  the  other  hand,  the  export  duties  having  been  abolished,  no  amount 
was  funded  last  year,  and  the  accounts  show  therefore  a  decreased 
expenditure  under  the  head  of  railway  liabilities  of  63,094/1,  which 
was  the  amount  of  export  duties  funded  in  1869.  This,  deducted 
from  141,582/.,  leaves  a  net  increased  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
railway  in  1870,  as  compared  with  1869,  of  78,488/. 

6.  The  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Colony 
enabled  the  Government  also  to  undertake  more  extensive  public 
works,  and  to  procure  a  larger  supply  of  stores  from  England.  There 
is  consequently  an  increase  under  the  head  of  works  and  buildings  of 
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10,5072. ;  on  roads,  streets,  aad  bridges,  41,2682. ;  on  colonial  Cctloh. 
store,  8,344JL  Under  the  head  of  Government  vessels  a  sum  of 
10,0002.  appears  in  the  returns  of  1870  on  account  of  the  purchase 
of  the  new  colonial  steamer,  '  Serendib ';  and  under  the  head  of 
educaUon,  exclusiye  of  establishment^  there  is  an  increased  expendi- 
ture of  2,7012.,  caused  by  the  extension  of  the  grant-in-aid  system. 
These  items  of  increase  together  amount  to  72,820/.,  which  added 
to  78,4882.,  increased  railway  expenditure,  gives  a  total  of  151,3082., 
but  the  whole  increase  is  reduced  by  small  savings  under  other  heads 
to  145,4972. 

7.  Li  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  year,  there  was 
a  further  expenditure  on  public  works  of  21,4742.  charged  against 
the  balances  of  former  years  and  surplus  funds. 


AsdeU  and  LiabtlUies. 

8.  The  assets  of  the  Colony  on  the  81st  December,  1870,  amounted 
to  450,1272.  The  liabilities  amounted  to  261,7192.,  showing  a  balance 
in  favour  of  the  Government  of  188,4082.  In  the  statement  of  assets 
are  included  a  sum  of  50,0002.  on  account  of  arrears  of  revenue  out- 
standing, believed  to  be  recoverable,  and  3,0002.  on  account  of  sur- 
charges outstanding.  Omitting  these  items  from  the  statement  of 
assets,  and  deductmg  from  the  statement  of  liabilities  the  item  of 
19,0272.  on  account  of  drafts  outstanding,  the  actual  balance  of  the 
Colony  available  for  appropriation  on  the  Slst  December,  1870, 
amounted  to  154,4352.  Out  of  this  a  sum  of  50,0002.  will  be  applied 
to  the  extension  of  the  railwav  from  Peradeniya  to  Nawalapitiya, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Surplus  Funds'  Ordinance,  No.  5,  of  1871; 
and  there  still  remains  an  available  balance  of  upw«^  of  104,0002., 
so  that  fturther  provision  to  the  extent  of  54,0002.  can  be  made 
during  the  next  session  for  some  of  the  most  urgent  works  which  were 
not  provided  for  last  year,  without  reducing  the  reserve  below  the 
50,0002.  fixed  by  Her  Majesty  s  Government. 

Impcris  and  Eosports. 

9.  The  Customs  returns  show  that  there  was  an  increase  of 
686,5132.  in  the  value  of  goods  imported,  as  compared  with  1869,  and 
an  increase  of  422,6042.  on  the  exports,  the  value  being— 

Ihpobts. 

1869      •       -       -    8,407,0^4 
1870-       -       -   .    4,093,607 

Exports. 

£ 

1869  ...    3,831,929 

1870  ....    8,754,633 

10.  Adding  to  these  the  specie  imported  and  exported,  the  total 
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CnuM,      value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  1870,  as  compared  with  those  of 
the  preceding  year,  stands  thus  t — 

Imports. 

£ 

1869  .    -   -  4,635,023 

1870  ....  4,684,297 

Exports. 

£ 

1869  -    -    -  8,631,065 

1870  ....  8,803,730 

11.  The  total  value  of  goods  (exclusive  of  specie)  imported  and 
retained  in  the  Colony  amounted  to  3,724,2747. ;  viz. : — 

£ 
Imports,  exclusive  of  specie         .        -        -    4,093,607 
Deduct  imports  exported         -        -        -    -        369 ,  333 


Goods  retained      -        -        -£3,724,274 

12.  The  total  value  of  specie  imported  and  retained  in  the  Island 
during  1870,  amounted  to  491,493. 

£ 
Specie  imported        ...    540,690 
„      exported    -        *        -    -      49,197 


Specie  retained  -        -£491,493 

13.  The  total  value  therefore  of  goods  and  specie  imported  and 
retained  in  the  Island  during  1870  amounted  to  4,215,767/.,  as 
follows : — 

.  £ 
Goods  retained     -        -        -        -    3,724,274 
Specie      „ 491,498 


Goods  and  specie  retained       -£4,215, 767 

14.  The  total  value  of  Ceylon  produce  exported  in  1870  amounted 
to3,385,200Z.,viz.:— 

£ 
Exports,  exclusive  of  specie         -        -        -    3 ,  754 ,  833 
Deduct  imports  exported         -        -        -    -        869,333 


Ceylon  produce     -        -        -  £3 ,  885 ,  200 

15.  The  total  value  of  imports  and  exports  of  1870  amounted  to 
8,438,027?.,  as  follows  :— 

£ 
Imports-        -        -    4,684,297 
Exports      -        -    -    3,808,780 


£8,468,027 
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16.  The  total  value  of  goods  and  specie  imported  and  retained 
in  the  Island,  and  of  the  Island  produce  exported  in  1870^  was 
7,600,967/.,  m.  :— 

£ 
Groods  and  specie  imported  and  retained      -        -    ^  1 215 ,  767 
Ceylon  produce  exported       -        -        -        -    ^    3,386,200 

£7,600,967 
>—M  III 

17.  The  apparent  excess  in  the  value  of  the  imports  oyer  that  of 
the  Island  proauce  exported,  as  T  pointed  out  last  year,  is  caused  by 
the  system  of  valuation  adopted  hy  the  Customs  Department ;  the 
imports  and  exports  being  both  taken  at  their  value  in  the  market 
here,  the  latter  representing  little  more  than  the  cost  of  production. 
If  the  exports  were  valued  at  their  selling  price  in  the  markets  to 
which  they  are  consigned,  the  excess  would  no  doubt  appear  on  the 
other  side.  The  returns  as  they  stand  would  lead  to  the  conclusion, 
which  is  obviously  incorrect,  that  for  a  long  series  of  years  the  value 
of  the  goods  imported  has  been  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  exports, 
and  that  there  has  been  in  addition  a  large  annual  importation  of 
specie. 

18.  I  subjoin  the  following  explanatory  Beport,  furnished  by  the 
Principal  Collector  of  Customs,  in  submitting  the  Customs  returns 
for  1870. 

"  The  foregoing  returns  show  that  the  value  of  the  imports  from 
all  countries  was  nearly  the  same  for  1870  as  for  the  year  1869,  but 
exceeded  that  for  1868  by  about  231,0007.  From  the  details,  how- 
ever,  it  y[ill  be  seen  that  there  was  some  fluctuation  in  the  value  from 
the  different  countries ;  for  example,  in  1870  the  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  exceeded  by  355,000/.  the  value  of  those  in  1869, 
and  by  267,000/.  those  for  1868 ;  from  British  India  there  was  a 
falling  off  in  value  to  the  amount  of  122,000/.  in  1870,  compared 
with  1869,  while  compared  with  1868,  there  was  an  increase  of  about 
104,000/. ;  from  Hong  Kong  the  imports  of  1870  were  about  double 
the  value  of  those  for  1869  and  1868 ;  from  Australia  the  imports 
of  1870  were  valued  at  115,000/.  less  than  in  1869,  and  14,000/.  less 
than  in  1868 ;  from  Suez  the  values  of  1870  were  about  123,000/. 
below  those  of  the  two  precedmg  years.  From  foreign  countries  the 
value  of  the  imports  in  each  of  the  three  years  is  nearly  the  same, 
except  from  the  United  States  of  America,  which  is  less  in  1870  than 
in  both  the  preceding  years,  owing  probably  to  the  ice  famine. 

«  The  total  value  of  the  exports  for  1870  is  about  172,000/.  in 
excess  of  that  for  1869,  and  17,000/.  in  excess  of  that  for  1868.  As 
with  the  imports,  the  details  to  each  country  show  somd  fluctuation. 
To  the  United  Kingdom  there  is  an  increase  of  about  254.000/.  in 
1870  over  1869,  and  about  113,000/.  over  1868 ;  to  Australia  there 
is  a  small  increase  in  1870  over  both  the  preceding  years.  To 
France  the  increase,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  year,  is  note- 
worthy; the  value  of  the  exports  has  increased  from  24,000/.  in 
1868,  and  75,000/.  m  1869,  to  81,000/.  in  1870 ;  to  French  India 
the  increase  has  been  from  13,000/.  and  12,000/.  in  1868  and  1869 
r^pectively,  to  24,000/.  in  1870. 


Ceylon. 
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Cktuw.  w  To  the  United  States  there  is  a  falling  off  in  1870  of  14,00(M,  as 

—  compared  with  1869,  and  an  increase  of  11,000  over  1868.  To  the 
Mauritius  there  is  an  increase  in  1870  of  about  9,000/.  compared 
with  1869,  and  a  falling  off  of  56,000Z.  compared  with  1868. 

^*  As  regards  specie  there  was  a  marked  falling  off  both  in  its 
import  and  export  in  1870,  compared  with  the  two  previous  years. 
The  import  felt  from  a  million  in  1868,  and  a  million  and  a  quarter 
in  1969,  to  half  a  million  in  1870;  and  the  export  fell  from  about 
300,0002.  in  each  of  the  years  1868  and  1869,  to  less  than  50,000?. 
in  1870.  It  would  appear  that  686,538/.,  928,793/.,  and  491,493?. 
was  retained  in  the  (Jolony  during  each  of  the  three  years  respec- 
tively. 

**  In  1870  the  total  trade  of  Ceylon  (imports  and  exports)  exceeded 
that  for  1869  by  171,000/.,  and  that  for  1868  by  248,000/. 

**  The  shipping  accounts  show  an  increase  in  1870  both  in  ships 
and  tonnage  over  the  two  preceding  years,  inwards  and  outwards. 

**  No  spedal  cause  can  be  assigned  for  these  differences  beyond 
the  natural  fluctuation  of  trade.  The  returns  show  on  the  whole  a 
progressive  increase  in  the  trade  of  the  Colony." 

19.  I  append  to  this  Despatch  a  return  of  exports  of  coffee,  cinna- 
mon, cocoanut-oil  and  coir  for  the  last  ten  years ;  and  a  return  of 
the  total  value  of  imports  and  exports  (including  specie  and  bullion) 
in  the  years  1868, 1869,  and  1870. 

Public  Wcrk$. 

20.  The  total  expenditure  on  public  works  during  the  p^st  year 
amounted  to  277,489/.,  viz.  :— 

£ 
Government  money  •        -        «        -        -        •   •    211,219 
Boad  Ordinance  labour  and  private  contribution      -      31 ,  117 
Establishments 85,153 

£277,489 

21.  In  the  year  1869,  the  expenditure  was  269,853/.,  showing  an 
increase  of  7,636/.  in  1870.  The  expenditure  on  public  works  borne 
on  the  votes  of  1870,  as  has  been  shown,  was  over  50,000/.  in  excess 
of  the  expenditure  of  1869  from  the  same  source.  But  in  the  year 
1869  there  was  a  much  larfi;er  expenditure  from  unexpended  balances 
and  surplus  funds,  thus  reoucing  the  increase  in  1870  on  the  whole 
transactions  of  the  year  to  the  amount  here  stated. 

22.  The  expenditure  on  new  roads  amounted  to  47,614/.  of  which 
22,700/.  was  expended  on  tlie  new  road  from  BaduUa  to  Batticaloa. 
Considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  this  road.  About  67  miles 
have  been  completed  to  the  end  of  1870,  and  there  yet  remain  about 
34  miles  to  be  completed,  the  total  length  of  the  road  from  BaduUa 
to  Eraur  being  101  miles.  A  sum  of  6,588/.  was  exnended  on  the 
road  from  Akuressa  to  Morowaka,  in  the  Southern  rrovince.  The 
expenditure  in  previous  years  on  this  road  amounted  to  10,259/. ; 
and  a  further  sum  of  3,334/.  was  expended  last  vear  on  the  extension 
of  this  road  beyond  Morowaka.    In  the  Central  Province  four  miles 
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of  the  Dik  Oya  road  were  completed  at  a  cost  of  3,787/.  The  total 
cost  of  this  road,  which  is  14  miles  in  length,  is  26,870/.  A  sum  of 
2,298/.  was  expended  on  the  extenaon  of  the  Dimbula  road,  and 
1,368/.  on  the  Deltota  road. 

The  western  terminus  of  the  Urugodawatt^  road  in  the  Western 
Province  was  completed  early  in  the  year  on  an  expenditure  of 
2,001/. 

23.  On  the  upkeep  of  roads  and  canals  the  expenditure  amounted 
to  118,293/.,  including  26,778/.  of  Ordinance  labour  and  private  con- 
tributions. 

24.  A  sum  of  8,300/.  was  expended  on  the  construction  of  new 
bridges.    The  following  were  in  progress  last  year  : — 

£ 
Dedum  Oya,  on  the  road  from  Eonm^gala  to  Fattalam— 

expenditure  since  commencement         -        •        •        .  10,084 

Matara  Bridge,  in  Southern  Province  -        -        -        -    -  8,816 

Bentota  Bridge            „            „          (completed)     *        -  5,925 

Subsidiary  Bridge  at  Bentota 2,958 

Harogama  Oya,  on  the  Maturatta  road,  in  the  Central 

Province  (completed)         .-----  849 

Gal  Oya,  in  the  new  Badulla  and  Batticaloa  rood         -    -  1 ,8G5 

25.  The  repdr  of  bridges  involved  an  outlay  of  6,257/. 

26.  The  expenditure  on  new  buildings  was  19,573/.  The  follow- 
ing were  some  of  the  buildings  in  progress  in  1870 : — 

Westbbn  Pbovinok. 

Additions  and  improvements  of  the  Welikad6  Oadi — ex-         ^ 

penditure  in  1870 4,019 

Hospital  at  Negombo        --..---      1,283 

North- Westbbk  Pbovince. 
Hospital  at  Eunm^gala 1,353 

SopTHXfiN  FbOVINOS. 

Extension  of  GaUe  Gaol 2,026 

EaSTSBN  PfiOVINOS. 

Offices  for  the  Public  Works  Department,  Batticaloa        •  285 

NOBTHEBH  PboVINCB. 

Extension  of  JaflBoa  Gaol  (complet 3d)  -  -  -  -  -  1,077 
Hospital  and  Medical  Officers'  Quarters  at  Mullaittiou 

and  y avonia  Velankulum  -  .  -  -  -  -  1,122 
Coolie  sheds  with  Hospitals  on  the  Mann&r  and  Mata- 

kaohcharoad 2,410 

OlMTBAL  P£0VIN0ff4 

Hospital  at  Matale  (completed) 2,204    [ 

Powder  Magazine  at  Kandy  (completDd)     -        -        -    -  296 

Additions  to  Kandy  Gaol 2,804 

Gaoler's  residence,  Kandy  (completed)        .        -        -    -  529 


Cbtlok. 
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Cetloit.  27.  The  repairs  of  buildings  cost  13,712Z. ;  and  a  sum  of  12,4427. 

was  eipendea  on  drains,  ferry-boats,  general  service,  and  miscel- 
laneous services,  which  include  expenses  of  working  the  factory,  cost 
of  purchase  of  tools  and  materials,  keep  of  Government  cattle  and 
elephants,  recruiting  of  pioneers,  &c. 

Irrigation, 

28.  The  total  expenditure  on  irrigation  works  during  the  year  was 
16,144Z.  In  the  Western  Province  the  principal  work  executed  was 
the  restoration  of  the  Kinchugane  Channel  in  the  Saparagamuwa 
District,  which  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  577Z.  It  will  benefit 
about  112  acres,  which  for  want  of  the  means  of  irrigation  have  not 
been  cultivated  for  years. 

29.  In  the  North  Western  Province  the  following  works  were  un- 
dertaken in  1870  : — The  Deduru  Oya  works,  consisting  of  a  channel 
to  connect  the  river  with  three  large  tanks  within  a  few  miles  of 
Chilaw.  The  head  sluice  for  the  channel  was  completed  in  1870  at 
a  cost  of  4257.  The  channel  reo  uires  to  bo  cleared,  widened,  and 
deepened.  The  estimated  cost  of  tlie  work  is  1,6527.,  of  which  1,2147. 
were  expended  in  1870.  It  will  benefit  about  1,018  acres.  The 
Director  of  Public  Works  reports  that  on  a  recent  visit  paid  by  hira 
to  this  place  he  found  that  good  crops  had  just  been  gathered  from 
fields  which  had  not  previously  been  cultivated  for  ten  years  in  con- 
sequence of  the  uncertainty  of  water.  The  restoration  of  the  Tiripi- 
tiyawewa,  at  Madampe,  about  six  miles  on  the  Colombo  side  of 
Chilaw,  was  commenced  in  1870,  and  a  sum  of  4007.  expended  on  it. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is  3,0007.  It  will  irrigate  about  815 
acres  of  land.  The  construction  of  a  masonry  dam  at  Kudulgal- 
pitiya,  across  the  Kospotu  Oya,  about  eight  miles  from  Kurunegala, 
with  head  sluices  and  a  new  irrigation  channel,  has  also  been  com- 
menced, and  a  sum  of  3007.  expended  on  it.  The  probable  cost  of 
the  work  is  1,4007.,  and  it  will  aid  m  irrigating  between  500  and  600 
acres  of  land  on  both  banks  of  the  river.    * 

30.  The  following  were  the  works  in  the  Southern  Province. 
Denegame  and  Weangwewa  tanks  near  Ilakmene  in  the  Matara 
District,  calculated  to  irrigate  about  2,000  acres  of  land.  The  sluices 
and  two  of  the  bunds  at  Denegame,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
large  bund  were  completed  in  1870  on  an  expenditure  of  4,2477. ;  but 
a  sudden  heavy  fall  of  rain  rapidly  filled  the  tank  and  breached  the 
newly-constructed  bund  before  it  had  become  properly  consolidated. 
The  repair  of  this  damage  will  cost  a  further  $um  of  1,7797.  The  Ke- 
kenadura  tank,  near  Matara,  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
but  the  main  arterial  channel  leading  from  it  lias  not  vet  been  finished. 
The  expenditure  to  the  end  of  1870  was  5,5827.  The  total  cost  of 
the  work  will  be  6,0727.     It  will  irrigate  about  2,800  acres  of  land. 

31.  A  sum  of  6,8117.  was  expended  on  irrigation  works  in  the 
Eastern  Province.  The  reconstruction  of  the  Itugam  tank,  which 
was  commenced  in  1868,  was  completed  in  1870,  at  a  cost  of  8,6997. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  tanks  in  the  Island,  and  it  is  capable  of 
irrigating  upwards  of  7,000  acres  of  land.    The  Feria  £ulum  taiJc 
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is  situated  near  Nidavely,  about  eight  miles  north  of  Trincomalee.  Ceylov. 
Since  the  completion  of  the  repairs  to  this  tank  in  1869,  the  people 
requested  that  channels  might  be  cut  from  it  to  the  tract  of  fields 
watered  by  the  tank.  This  work  was  executed  last  year  at  a  cost  of 
157/.  The  tank  will  irrigate  about  867  acres  of  land.  The  con- 
struction of  a  channel  from  the  Allai  Eulum  tank  to  an  extensive 
tract  of  land  at  Mutur,  in  the  Trincomalee  District,  was  commenced 
in  1870,  and  an  expenditure  of  1,243/.  incurred  on  it  The  total 
cost  of  this  channel  will  be  1,536/.  The  tank  will  irrigate  about 
4,000  acres  of  land.  The  construction  of  a  dam  over  the  Sangapady 
Aar,  intended  to  regulate  the  supply  of  water  to  the  fields  irrigated  by 
Irrakaman  and  Aroparai  tanks,  was  also  commenced  in  1870.  A  sum 
of  380/.  was  expended  on  it.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is 
4,100/.  It  will  aid  in  irrigating  14,000  acres  of  land.  Another 
work  of  importance  undertaken  in  the  Eastern  Province  was  the  re- 
storation of  the  Devilane  tank,  which  is  situated  a  few  miles  from 
Friar's  Hood  Mountain,  in  the  Batticaloa  District.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  work  is  3,489/.,  of  which  525/.  were  expended  in  1870. 
It  will  benefit  about  3,000  acres  of  laud. 

32.  In  the  Central  Province  the  repairs  of  the  Kuduwewe  tank, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Alut  Nuwara,  in  Bentenne,  were  completed  at  a 
cost  of  674/.  The  lands  to  be  benefited  by  this  tank  include  about 
222  acres  at  present  under  cultivation,  and  about  150  acres  of  Crown 
jungle.  The  repairs  to  the  Horaborawewa  tank,  situated  about 
four  miles  from^Alut  Nuwara,  were  also  completed  in  1870.  The 
total  cost  of  the^work  was  669/.    It  irrigates  about  389  acres  of  land. 

Oovemmerd  Eoiises  at  Cohmbo,  Odlle,  and  Kandy. 

33.  I  enclose  Reports  from  the  Director  of  Public  Works*  on  the  *  Not  print  d. 
state  of  these  buildings.     The  Queen's  House  at  Colombo  and  the 

Pavilion  at  Kandy  have  been  much  improved  by  the  alterations 
recently  made  to  them.  The  main  buildings  are  in  good  order ;  but 
the  out-offices  require  some  repairs.  Ine  Colonial  Storekeeper 
reports  that  the  public  furniture  in  the  several  Queen's  Houses  has 
been  maintained  in  good  order  and  suitable  condition. 


e>^ 


Surveying  Vepmiment 

34.  The  Surve)ror-General  reports  that  during  the  year  1870 
3,476  lots,  containing  in  extent  22,897  acres,  were  dispoised  of  for 
50,175/.,  or  at  an  average  rate  per  acre  of  2/.  3s.  9|t/.,  exclusive  of 
survey  fees,  which  amounted  to  4,859/. ;  that  2,486  lots,  in  extent 
6,663  acres,  were  settled  on  certificates,  &c.,  the  survey  fees  for  which 
realized  1,848/.;  that  the  fees  received  for  temple  laud  surveys 
amounted  to  165/.,  and  that  177/.  were  received  for  tracings,  &c. 
.  35.  The  total  number  of  lots  alienated  from  the  Crown  was  6^962, 
comprising  an  extent  of  29,560  acres,  and  the  total  sum  realized  by 
land  sales  and  fees  amounted  to  57,225i,  the  total  amount  of  receipts 
for  the  previous  year  being  57,964/. 
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Cetlok. 


36.  The  foUowiDg  are  the  results  of  the  sales  in  the  different 
provinces :— 


PiorinoM. 

No.  of  Lou. 

Extent 

Pwduae 
Amount 

▲▼eraMTaU 
per  Acre. 

Western  -       -       -       - 
Central       •       -       -   - 
Southern-       .       •       - 
Eastern       .        .        .   - 
North-Wertem 
Northern     •       •       -  - 

2.034 
852 
511 
824 
230 
25 

acres. 
6.533 
10.872 
1.451 
2.283 
1.659 
96 

12,239 

29.058 

8.112 

8.168 

2.894 

208 

£   «.     d. 

1  17    5* 

2  18    « 
2    2  10 

1    7    « 

1  8  10 

2  2  10 

37.  The  expenses  of  the  Department  amounted  to  25,1451.9  of 
which  2,7992.  were  expended  on  railway  extension  surveys,  meteoro- 
logical observations,  town  and  temple  land  surveys,  surveys  for 
irrigation  purposes,  &c.,  leaving  a  balance  of  22,345i.  as  the  expen- 
diture on  tne  ordinary  work  of  the  Department. 


Bailivay. 

38.  The  gross  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  204,1141,  and  the 
working  expenses  to  73,547/.,  leaving  a  profit  of  130,567Z.  In  1869 
the  receipts  amounted  to  180,965^,  and  the  working  expenses  to 
72,5002.,  so  that  whilst  the  increase  in  the  receipts  in  1870  amounted 
to  23,149Z.,  the  increase  in  the  expen^ture  was  only  1,0472. 

39.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  year  was  202,620, 
against  181,720  in  1869 ;  and  the  tonnage  of  goods  was  156,205,  as 
compared  with  134,369  in  the  previous  year. 

40.  The  working  of  the  rauwav  has  been  entirely  satisfactory ; 
and  the  line  has  been  maintained  in  good  order  by  the  contractor. 
The  iron  rails  oripnally  laid  on  the  incline  have  been  replaced  by 
steel  rails,  with  perfectly  satisfactory  results;  the  wear  and  tear 
being  now  considerably  less  than  formerly* 

41.  There  were  a  few  interruptions  to  the  traffic  during  the  year, 
caused  by  the  line  beinff  wadied  away  near  the  twenty-seventh  mile, 
from  the  8rd  to  the  5th  May,  and  from  the  10th  to  the  15th  November, 
and  by  landslips,  &c.,  on  the  inclme  from  the  18th  to  the  ^Oth 
October,  and  on  the  16th  November. 

42.  The  railway  yielded  last  ^ear  to  general  revenue  a  net  sum  of 
no  less  than  62,5322.,  after  paymg  all  expenses,  and  a  contribution 
of  58,0002.  to  tiie  Sinking  Fund  as  follows  :— 

204,1U 


Beoeipts 

Contribution  to  Sinking  Fund 


Working  expenses,  additional  accommodation, 
loss  on  remittances  to  England,  and  other 
charges-        •••--*. 


-£68,000 


83,582 


141,583 
£62,532 
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Legislation.  Ceyloh. 

42.  The  following  are  the  Ordinances  enacted  in  the  Session  of 
1870:— 

No.  6 of  1870,  *'To  amend  the  Ordinance  No.  Oof  1860,"  provides 
for  the  payment  half-yearly  of  the  amount  authorized  by  the 
Ordinance  No.  6  of  1860  to  be  paid  from  the  general  revenue  to 
meet  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  railway  debt  to  the  Crown 
Agents  instead  of  to  the  trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  the  former  to 
retain  in  their  hands  suffident  to  meet  the  half-year's  interest  on  out- 
standmg  debentures,  and  to  pay  the  balance  to  the  trustees. 

No.  7  extends  the  'provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  7  of  1848, 
relating  to  palanquin  and  other  carriages  let  to  hire,  to  the  limits  of 
the  municipalities  in  Colombo,  Eandy,  and  Galle,  which  include  a 
lari^er  area  than  was  comprised  within  the  gravets  of  those  towns  to 
which  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  were  before  limited. 

Na  8  extends  for  another  year,  till  the  end  of  1871,  the  provisions 
of  the  Ordinance  No.  12  of  1860,  for  regulating  the  use  of  traction- 
engines  in  Ceylon. 

No.  0,  amending  the  Ordinance  No.  3  of  1870,  supplies  an  omission 
in  the  latter  Ordinance  by  authorizing  the  addition  to  the  schedule  of 
places  in  which  the  Ordinance  is  to  come  into  operation,  of  the 
Sinhalese  villages  in  the  district  of  Mannar,  in  the  Northern  Province, 
which  were  inadvertently  omitted  from  it 

No.  10  makes  provision  for  the  supplementary  contingent  charges 
for  the  year  1870. 

Na  1  of  1871  provides  for  the  issue  of  warrants  for  goods  ware- 
housed in  the  Queen's  and  bonded  warehouses,  and  authorizes  their 
transfer  by  endorsement.  It  also  makes  a  few  minor  amendments  in 
the  Customs  Ordinance. 

No.  2  establishes  tolls  on  certain  roads  recently  completed. 

No.  3  establishes  the  standard  for  the  measurement  to  be  used  in 
the  sale  of  saa  to  be  supplied  to  municipal  towns. 

No.  4  authorizes  a  sum  of  150,000/.  bem^  raised  on  debentures  for 
the  extension  of  the  railway  from  Peradeniya  to  Nawalapitiya,  and 
No.  5  provides  for  the  appopriation  of  a  sum  of  50,000/.  for  the 
same  purpose  from  the  surplus  revenues  of  past  years. 

No.  6  makes  provision  ror  the  contingent  services  of  the  year  1871. 

Na  7,  "  To  amend  the  law  of  property  and  to  relieve  trustees," 
was  introduced  to  remove  certain  practical  di£5culties  experienced  by 
conveyancers  and  others  in  dealing  with  trustees  and  trust  estates, 
and  it  provides  means  to  enable  executors  to  free  themselves  from 
responsimlity  after  due  notice,  and  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
directions  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

No.  8,  **To  amend  in  certain  respects  the  law  of  mortgage  and 
"  hypothec,"  has  two  objects  in  view : — First,  to  abolish  general  mort- 
g&ges;  and  secondly,  to  render  mortgages  of  movable  property 
invalid,  unless  accompanied  by  actual  delivery,  or  effected  by  a  writ- 
ing duly  registered. 

No.  9  makes  certain  amendments  which  were  found  to  be  necessary 
in  the  Tolls  Ordinance,  No.  14  of  1867. 
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Population. 

44.  The  total  population  of  all  classes  of  inhabitants  for  1870, 
including  the  military,^  is  stated  in  the  returns  to  be  2*128,884, 


viz. : — 


Western  Province  -        -        -  664 ,  270 

North-Westom  Province     -    -  214,699 

Southern  Province          -        -  854,339 

Eastern          „           -        -    -  97,081 

Northern        „                -        -  426,597 

Central          „           ...  871,898 


2,128,884 


45.  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Reports  furnished  by  the 
several  Government  Agents,  who  are  dependent  for  the  information 
upon  the  headmen  of  their  respective  Provinces ;  but,  as  has  before 
been  remarked,  they  cannot  be  relied  upon.  Since  the  compilation 
of  these  returns  a  census  of  the  population  of  this  Island  has  been 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1868 ;  and  I 

^e  3.  enclose  a  copy  of  an  interesting  letter  from  the  Registrar-General, 
JSSSL— --^^  giving  the  general  results  of  tne  census.  The  total  population  of 
the  whole  Island,  according  to  the  census,  is  2,405,287  ;  showing  an 
increase  of  about  300,000  over  former  estimates,  and  of  277,603  as 
compared  with  the  returns  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1870.  The  increase 
appears  in  all  the  Provinces,  excepting  the  Northern,  in  which  there 
is  a  decrease  of  86,428. 

46.  The  following  is  the  population  of  the  several  Provinces,  ac- 
cording to  the  census : — 

Western  Province  -        -        -  776,980 

North-Westem  Province    -    -  276,083 

Southern  Province         -        -  399,452 

Eastern  „  ^        -    -  118,077 

Northern        „  -        -  340,169 

Central  „  ...  494,626 


2,405,287 


PMic  Health. 

47.  The  principal  civil  medical  officer  reports  there  has  been  no 
epidemic  of  a  serious  nature  during  the  year  1870,  and  that  the 
public  health  has  been  good. 

48.  558  cases  of  cholera  were  reported  during  the  year,  of  which 
319  proved  fatal,  being  at  the  rate  of  57*16  per  cent  of  attack. 
The  disease  first  made  its  appearance  in  a  village  near  Galle^  in  the 
Southern  Province,  in  May,  1870,  and  it  extended  itself  over  the 
Island  wittiout  showing  any  tendency  to  spread  epidemically. 

49.  In  my  Despatch,  No.  210,  of  the  16th  September  last,  fw^ 
warding  the  Blue  Book  for  1869,  I  stated  that  only  a  single  caae  of 
small-pox  remamed  in  Galle  at  the  dose  of  that  year.     This  case 
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recovered,  and  the  disease  disappeared  for  a  short  period  from  the      Ceylon. 
Island.     It  again  made  its  appearance  in  April  in  Colombo,"  and         '"^ 
afterwards  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  Island,  assuming  an  epidemic 
character  in  Colombo  towards  the  close  of  the  year.     The   total 
number  of  cases  reported  in  the  Island  was  867,  of  which  75  died. 

50.  The  hospital  returns  submitted  by  the  principal  civil  medical 
officer  show  an  increase  of  498  in  the  number  of  indoor  patients  over 
those  of  1869 ;  the  numbers  admitted  being  7,890  in  1869,  and 
8,388  in  187a  The  number  of  deaths  was  941  in  1870  against 
1,077  in  1869;  the  rate  of  mortality  being  11*21  in  the  former 
year,  and  13*65  in  the  latter. 


Education. 

61.  The  number  of  Government  schools  in  operation  at  the  dose 
of  the  year  1870  was  156 ;  the  number  of  pupils  on  the  list  was 
8,726 ;  and  the  average  daily  attendance  during  the  year  was  6,825, 
showing  a  net  increase  during  the  year  of  36  schools  and  1,570 
pupils,  with  an  increase  of  1,044  in  the  average  daily  attendance. 

52.  The  expenditure  on  account  of  education  in  1870  amounted 
to  20,554Z.,  showing  an  increase  of  4,087Z.  as  compared  with  that  of 
1869,  whi(^  was  16,467Z. 

53.  The'  receipts  in  1870  under  the  head  of  fees,  &c.,  amounted 
to  2,6287.,  being  an  increase  of  1591.  as  compared  with  the  sum 
received  in  1869. 

54.  Grants  in  aid  under  the  new  scheme  to  the  amount  of  3^4352. 
were  given  to  223  missionary  and  private  schools,  after  an  examina- 
tion of  the  pupils.  The  number  of  pupils  examined  was  7,221, 
representing  an  average  daily  attendance  of  nearly  10,000.  Of  the 
number  examined  4,925  were  in  vernacular  schools,  908  in  Anglo- 
vernacular  schools,  and  1,388  in  English  teaching  schools. 

55.  The  returns  from  the  diflFerent  missionary  bodies  show  an  in- 
crease of  33  in  the  number  of  schools  supported  by  them,  and  of 
4,850  in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  them.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  of  these  schools  :— 


No.  of 
Schools. 


Societv  for  the  Propagatkm  of  tho  Gospel    - 

Ghuron  Missionary  Society 

Wedeyan        „  „  [ 

Presbytenans 

Baptist  BUanonary  Society 

Amerioan     „             „           ..... 
Boman  Catholic         ,, 


No.  of  Puplla. 


121 

5,362 

95 

4.195 

104 

4,724 

1 

23 

19 

537 

67 

3,006 

123 

7,246 

530 


25,093 


56.  The  numbers  in  1869  were  497  schools  and  20,243  pupils. 

67.  The  number  of  private  schools  in  1870  was  279,  with  an  at- 
tendance of  6,838,  showing  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1869  of  six 
scboolgy  and  an  increase  of  396  in  the  number  of  pupils. 
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Oeneral  OhservcUions. 


58.  I  annex  to  this  Despatch  a  Table  giving  a  statistical  view  of  the 
prog;res3  of  Ceylon  for  the  years  1821  to  1870  inclosire.  This  return 
IS  interesting  and  instructiye,  as  it  shows  that  the  liberal  policy 
which  has  been  pursned  here  for  many  years  past  is  now  bearing  fruit 
in  the  rapid  and  solid  improvement  of  the  Colony.  Not  only  has  the 
whole  industrial  enterprise  of  the  Island  been  lately  relieved  of  the 
burden  of  the  export  duties^  but  vast  sums  have  been  expended  for 
years  past  on  works  calculated  to  facilitate  and  cheapen  the  means  of 
communication  and  to  increase  the  local  production  of  food.  The 
result  is  now  apparent  in  the  extension  of  agriculture  and  trade,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue. 

59.  As  illustrating  this  I  may  poipt  to  the  statistical  returns  for  the 
last  three  years,  as  compared  with  those  for  a  corresponding  period 
prior  to  31st  December,  I860,  which  show  the  following  results.  The 
imports  and  exports  have  increased  in  average  annual  value  from 
5,958,2487.  in  the  years  1858-59-60,  to  8,298,005/.  in  the  years 
1868-69-70,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  40  per  cent.  The  annual 
average  tonna^^e  ofshipping  entered  and  cleared  from  the  several  ports 
of  the  Island  nas  increased  in  like  manner  from  829,263  tons  in  the 
years  1858-59-60,  to  1,294,795  tons  in  the  years  1868-69-70,  being 
an  increase  of  over  56  per  cent  The  estimated  number  of  acres  in 
cultivation  has  increased  from  927,581  acres  in  1860  to  1,526,583 
acres  in  1870,  bein^  an  increase  of  64  per  cent.  The  staple  exports 
of  the  Island  consist  of  coffee,  cinnamon,  arecanuts,  tobacco,  plum- 
bago, and  the  produce  of  the  cocoanut  palm,  comprising  oil,  arrack, 
fibre,  rope,  and  other  manufactured  articles.  A  comparison  of  tl.c 
average  export  of  these  articles  for  the  years  1858-59-60  with  that 
for  1868-69-70  shows  the  following  results.  Coffee  has  increased 
from  584,806  cwt  to  993,478  cwt,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  70  nor 
cent  The  annual  value  of  the  produce  of  the  cocoanut  exported  lias 
increased  from  194,235?.  to  232,747?.,  being  an  increase  of  about  20 
per  cent  The  export  of  cinnamon  has  increased  fh)m  768,420  lbs. 
to  2,311,059  lbs.,  being  an  increase  of  300  per  cent  The  ex- 
port of  arecanuts  has  increased  from  70,571  cwt.  to  79,359  cwt, 
being  an  increase  of  11  per  cent.  Tobacco  has  increased  from 
20,224  cwt  to  34,921  cwt,  being  an  increase  of  72  per  cent,  and 
the  export  of  plumbago  has  increased  from  37,534  cwt.  to  150,824  cwt., 
being  an  increase  of  400  per  cent  The  improvement  in  the  re- 
venue has  been  equally  marked.  In  1860  it  amounted  to  767,100/., 
which  was  in  excess  of  the  revenue  of  any  previous  year.  Since  then 
no  new  taxes  have  been  imposed,  and  about  100,000Z.  a  year  of 
the  revenue  then  existing  has  been  relinquished  by  the  abolition  of  the 
export  duties  and  the  transfer  to  the  municipalities  of  Colombo, 
Kandy,  andGalle  of  taxes  amounting  to  about  40,OOOZ.  a  year.  Not- 
withstanding the  abandonment  of  these  items,  the  revenue  of  1870 
amounted  to  1,091,606/.,  beinj?  an  increase  as  compared  with  that  of 
1860  of  over  42  per  cent  Of  this  increase  about  one-tiiird  is  due  to 
the  excess  of  the  railway  receipts  over  the  items  of  revenue  relin- 
quished, and  the  reminder  is  attributable  to  the  general  improve- 
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ment  of  all  the  principal  sources  of  revenue.  The  Colony  has  now,  Cbtlmi. 
I  consider,  a  well-secured  revenue  of  about  1,100,000/.  a  year.  It 
defrays  the  whole  of  its  own  civil  and  military  expenditure,  which 
amounts,  including  the  upkeep  of  public  works  and  the  contribution  to 
the  Railway  Sinking  Fund,  to  nearly  980,000Z.,  leaving  a  net  surplus 
of  about  120,0002.  a  year  available  for  new  roads,  bridges,  and  canals ; 
for  railway  extension,  for  irrigation  works,  for  harbour  improvements, 
for  the  establishment  of  vil^sfe  schools  throughout  the  bland,  and 
for  other  similar  measures  necessary  to  develop  still  further  the  vast 
natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  advance  the  social  and  ma- 
terial conation  of  the  people. 

60.  It  is  very  gratifving  to  me,  at  the  close  of  my  administration  of 
this  Government,  to  be  enabled  thus  to  lay  before  your  Lordship 
proofs  of  the  sound  and  flourishing  condition  of  the  nuances,  and  of 
the  Rowing  prosperity  of  every  branch  of  industry.  The  people  are 
loyal,  thriring,  and  contented.  The  peasantry  especially  are  making 
rapid  progress  in  wealth  and  comfort,  and  appear  to  appreciate  very 
generally  the  substantial  advantages  which  they  derive  from  living 
under  British  rule. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        Hsbcules  Robirbon. 

&C,         &C.         &c. 


B 
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OBru>N. 
Snolosare  8 


Endoeure  3  in  No.  1. 

^'  '  ExiBACT  from  the  Begibxbar-Gsneral'b  Bepobt, 

dated  Rsgistrab-Gbnbbal'b  Ofhob,  Colombo,  July  26^  1871. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  the  general  totals  of  population,  as  shown  by  the  Census 
taken  on  the  2&-7th  March  last 

The  total  for  the  whole  Island  of  2,405,287  would  have  doubtless 
been  received  by  the  public  as  most  satisfactory,  showing  as  it  does 
an  increase  of  about  300,000  over  all  former  estimates.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  I  had  been  led  (by  the  great  excess  over  previous 
calculations  of  the  results  of  the  Census  in  five  of  the  Provinces)  to 
allow  my  hopes  that  we  should  approach  the  3,000,000  to  become 
ffenerally  known,  and  thereby  have  given  grounds  for  unnecessary 
disappointment. 

On  receipt  of  the  Northern  Province  Schedules  (which  had  been 
for  weeks  detained  by  stormy  weather  and  contrary  winds),  I  was 
^preatly  disappointed  at  finding  that,  there  alone,  instead  of  an 
mcrease,  a  decrease  on  former  estimates  of  86,149  was  tlfe  result 

I  at  once  wrote  to  the  Government  Agent  inviting  his  attention  to 
this  startling  falling  off  in  the  numbers  of  the  population,  and  am 
awaiting  his  reply  before  making  further  comment 

It  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state  that,  in  all  other 
respects,  the  whole  proceedings  connected  with  the  Census  have  been 
very  successful. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  returns  are  very  accurate ;  of  course 
mistakes  and  omissions  have  been  made,  but,  in  comparison  with  tlie 
magnitude  of  the  whole  wcMrk,  they  are  too  trifling  to  be  noticed. 

The  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c*  &c.  •  &c 
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HONG  ZONG. 


HoHO  Kovo.  ' 

N^.  No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  LieutoDant-GoTemor  Whitiieild  to 
The  Eabl  of  Kibcberlby. 

(No.  79.) 
My  Lobd,  GoTernment  House,  Hong  Eong,  June  8,  1871. 

•c^clos^^  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  informatiou  of  your 

^^J^:^^^  Lordship,  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Colony  for  the  year  1870. 
-^^     ^^^  I  also  enclose  with  it  a  copy  of  flie  Beport  making  referencea 

^Q%'  ^  thereto,  which  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
— — — ^ — ^  Afil^*  I  haT6  iSrc 

^^""^^^  TheEarlofEmberley,       (Signed)    '  h' W^  WmTFiniD, 

&C.       &c.       &c.  Major«Gen.  wd  Lieut-Gofernprt 


(No.  278.) 
Sib,  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  June  6,  1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony 
for  the  year  1870,  and  to  draw  your  Excellency's  attention  to  th« 
following  remarks  thereon. 

2.  The  receipts  under  the  head  of  rerenue  were,  it  will  bf 

Eerceived,  in  olose  approximation  to  those  of  the  preceding  yeitp, 
aving  amounted  in  tne  whole  to  190,6732.  12s.  llii,  as  against 
192,464/.  17s.  2id.  in  1869. 

Under  some  heads,  as  for  instance  the  Mint,  and  i>eimbur8emeQt&  • 
the  decrease  is  oonsiderable;  but  the  account  is  balanced  by  increaaea 
receipts  for  stamps  and  police  and  lighting  rates,  which  is  all  thu 
more  satisfactory,  considering  that  the  sale  of  the  Hint  machineryi 
^nd  an  allowance  from  the  Special  Fund  for  the  construction  ana 
ipaintenance  of  the  ^Victoria'  and  *  Blanche'  steam-yessels  gi^vf 
oxtraordinary  additions  to  the  receipts  of  1869. 

8.  In  respopt  to  the  expenditure  of  1870,  there  W48  a  decrease  of 
8,713;.  10s.  6i.  as  compared  with  that  of  1869,  the  charges  of  liie 
fbrmer  year  having  amounted  to  183,5952,  Utf.  ljif.|  whilst  those  of 
the  latter  reached  192,309^.  Is.  l\d. 

But,  for  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Duddell's  lots,  which  involved  an 
outlay  of  8,6001.,  the  contrast  would  have  been  still  more  favourable 
to  1870.  At  the  same  time,  however,  the  recepUon  of  His  Royal 
Hiffhness  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  puf(diase  of  fire-engiqes 
jn  1869,  gave  exceptional  increase  to  the  expenditure  of  that  year, 
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FiMio  Warhi.  Hwa  Kok<i. 

4.  The  public  works  and  roads  of  the  Colony  have  involved  an 
outlay  of  no  less  a  sum  than  88,2242.  8s.  bd. ;  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  know  that  the  work  which  has  absorbed  nearly  one  half  of  this 
sum,  viz.  the  Pok-fo*lum  reservoir,  is  verging  on  completion,  and 
bids  fair  to  repay  the  community  most  amply  for  the  heavy  outlay 
which  has  been  incurred*  The  other  undertakings  which  have  drawn 
prominently  on  the  resources  of  the  Colony  are  the  Court  House, 
telegraphic  communication  around  the  Island,  accommodation  for 
the  gaol  staff,  and  repmr  of  the  sea-wall. 

Populatum. 

5.  The  day  fixed  upon  for  taking  the  Census  of  the  British  and 
foreign  community,  viz.  the  2nd  of  April,  1871,  not  being  a  con- 
venient period  for  collecting  statistics  of  the  Chinese  population,  the 
Census  regarding  them  was  taken,  witli  the  assent  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  m  October,  1870.  The  returns  are  not,  however,  to  he 
altogether  relied  upon,  as  so  prone  are  the  Chinese,  like  other 
Asiatics,  to  suspect  the  authorities  to  have  some  covert  design,  that 
they  fail  in  many  cases  to  oomply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
Such  as  thev  are,  the  returns  snow  an  increase  since  1869,  in  the 
British  and  ioreign  population,  of  447,  and  in  the  Chinese  of  1,437  ; 
the  respective  numbers,  inclusive  of  the  military  and  naval  establish-o 
mentSi  being  as  follows  : — 

Europeans  and  Americans  ....  6,981 
Indians  and  others  of  mixed  Uood  -  -  -  2,828 
Chinese        .......    115,444 


Total 124,198 

JEmiffraUim. 

6.  Emigration  under  contract  to  foreign  countries  having  been 

Krohibited  oy  Her  Maiest/s  Government,  and  considerable  opposition 
aving  been  given  in  the  United  States  to  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labourers,  the  numbers  leaving  this  port  have  been  reduced  by  5,298 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  emigration  of  Chinese  through  Hong  Kong  has,  however,  been 
considerable,  viz ; — 

To  the  United  States 11,024 

To  the  Australian  colomes .        .        f        .   .  775 

ToOallao 881 

ToBang^k       i-        -* 881 

To  LabTum    i%-«««.v  70 

To  Honolulu     p,       r       .       .       .       ,  ^  8W 

ToW        ^       t        f       ?       -    12,992 
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HoKoKov*.  Importi,  Exports,  and  Shipping. 

7.  No  reliable  statistics  can  be  looked  for  at  a  free  port  in  reference 
to  imports  and  exports,  but  that  the  general  trade  of  the  Colony, 
both  foreign  and  native,  is  in  a  very  healthy  state  may  be  reasonably 
inferred  from  the  increase  of  the  number  of  ships  over  1869  by 
2,433,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  311,028  tons. 

The  Harbour  Master  attributes  the  sreat  increase  in  the  number 
of  junks  to  less  zealous  performance  of  their  duties  by  the  oflScers 
in  charge  of  the  adjacent  Custom  Houses ;  but  his  information  in 
such  respect  is  not  to  be  altosether  relied  upon,  as  although  there 
may  have  been  some  slight  relaxation  of  that  close  vigilance  which 
was  observed  on  their  first  establishment,  still  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  great  increase  in  the  number  cif  junks  is  owing  to  the  system 
adopted  by  the  superior  officials  of  the  Chinese  Customs  at  Canton 
of  selling  duty  chops  at  reduced  rates  on  goods  carried  in  native 
bottoms. 

In  conseouence,  the  Canton  steamers  carry  but  little  poods,  as 
being  unable  to  compete  with  the  reduced  rates  of  the  junks  for 
freight  and  duty. 

Orant$  of  Land, 

8.  There  has  been  but  one  grant  of  land  durinff  the  year,  viz. 
six  acres  for  999  years,  at  a  yearly  rental  of  47?.  There  is  no 
immediate  prospect  of  any  further  extension  of  occupancies  at 
Eowloon.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  rather  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  lot-holders  to  surrender  their  leases  than  add  to  their  land 
investments. 

OaoU  and  Fritonen. 

9.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  convicted  at  the  Supreme  Court 
has  increased  from  75  in  1869,  to  80  in  1870 ;  and  the  convictions 
in  the  Police  Magistrates'  Court  have  advanced  from  4,917  to  6,311. 

I  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  last  year  that  to  the  system  of 
deportation,  as  carried  out  by  Sir  R.  U.  MacDonnell,  was  greatly 
owing  the  reduced  number  of  prisoners  under  confinement  in  the 
gaol,  and  I  also  expressed  an  opinion  that  any  relaxation  of  the 
system  would  result  in  as  marked  increase  as  had  been  the  decrease. 

Results  have  proved  the  accuracy  of  my  conclusions,  as  I  find  that 
up  to  the  1st  of  June,  1870,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  in 
jail  was  350,  and  that  on  the  removal  after  that  date  of  the  practice 
of  branding  prisoners  on  deportation  and  flogging  them  when  return- 
ing, the  numbers  went  up  to  an  average  of  500. 

Resorted  to  as  is  Hong  Kons  by  the  worst  of  characters  from 
Canton  and  the  main,  it  is  greatnr  to  be  regretted  that  precautions 
so  salutary  and  deterrent  cannot  be  permanently  adopted. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  notwithstanding  that  the  prison 
wards  have  been  tnronged  in  excess  of  1869,  there  has  been  but 
little  sickness,  whilst  the  mortality  was  25  per  cent.  less. 
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HoBpUah.  1^6  KoM. 

10.  The  Colonial  Surgeon  has  again  drawn  attention  to  the  unfit- 
ness of  the  Civil  Hospital  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  being  devoted, 
as  well  in  respect  to  size  as  to  construction. 

1,296  cases,  he  observes,  have  been  treated  in  a  structure  which 
is  neither  large  enough  for  nor  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  one- 
third  of  that  number,  and  under  such  circumstances  it  seems  that 
no  further  time  should  be  lost  in  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital.  I 
urge  it  now  especially  in  consequence  of  the  approaching  completion 
of  the  Pok-foo-lum  reservoir,  and  the  consequent  greater  ability  of 
the  Colony  to  bear  the  outlay. 

Education. 

11.  The  report  made  by  Mr.  Stewart  of  the  state  of  the  schools 
under  his  supervision  is  very  interesting,  the  central  school  in  Hong 
Eonff  having  maintained  its  ground  in  respect  to  numbers,  notwith- 
standing the  apprehensions  entertained  that  commercial  depression, 
and  the  consequent  inability  of  many  to  obtain  mercantile  employ- 
ment, might  cause  them  to  withdraw. 

It  may  well  be  inferred  from  this,  as  Mr.  Stewart  very  justly 
observes,  that  education  is  being  appredated  by  the  parents  and 
boys  as  much  for  its  own  sake  as  for  tne  mere  making  of  money,  for 
which  it  miffht  have  been  considered  a  preparation.  Indeed,'  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  arrive  at  any  other  conclusion,  looking  at  the  ten 
subjects  in  which  the  first  or  highest  class  was  examined,  viz. 
algebra,  arithmetic,  chemistry,  dictation,  English  composition,  geo- 
graphy, geometrv,  grammar,  translation  from  Chinese  into  English, 
and  f[x>m  English  into  Chinese. 

The  village  schools,  which  are  free  schools  entirely  supported  by 
the  Government,  are  twelve  in  number,  and  the  schools  in  receipt  of 
grants  in  aid  are  now  eleven  in  number,  five  bavins  been  added  during 
the  year.  These  latter  schools  difier  from  the  ordinary  village 
schools  simply  in  this,  that  the  villagers  provide  the  school-house 
and  select  tne  master,  who  gets  one  half  of  his  salary  hi  kind  from 
the  parents  and  the  other  half,  amounting  to  $60,  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  system  is  not  approved  by  Mr.  Stewart  for  the  reasons 
given  by  him  at  length. 

The  number  of  scholars  taught  in  the  Government  schools  during 
1870  was  as  follows: — boys,  1,191;  ^Is,  111,  and  the  cost  incurred 
was  $14,232-  01,  or  2,9657.  O^d. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        J.  Gardiner  Austin, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


26 


HOMKOMfe 


BBPOBTS  amiBlTlHa  THI  PB8BDVT  STAR 

GoMPABATiTB  fiTfTOimT  of  the  BBmrca  tad 


BcmuB. 

ISiS. 

msL 

la-ii... 

D..... 

LandBefrenne- 

182,811 

c. 
08 

180,fl8 

c 
71 

♦_ 

0. 

8,»1    K 

B«nU,  •zdogive  of  lAnds  «     <• 

50,038 

47 

50,810 

19 

771 

78 

^^ 

Licences  :— 

Spirit  Retailers 

31,590 

65 

30,872 

22 

^ 

718    43 

Pawnbrokers      •           •     • 

7,700 

00 

8,050 

00 

850 

00 

— 

Auctioneers .           -           • 

4,200 

00 

8,900 

00 

— 

800   «0 

Tenements  for  Emigrants    - 

176 

95 

250 

55 

73 

60 

— 

Emigration  Brokers  - 

2,400 

00 

1,600 

00 

— 

800    00 

Billiaid  Tables  and  Bowling 

AUeys            -           -     - 

1,275 

00 

1,200 

00 

^m 

75    00 

Opium  Monopoly           -     - 

108,660 

00 

113,080 

00 

4,420 

00 

— 

Boarding  Houses     • 

400 

00 

852 

00 

^ 

48    00 

Marriage            -           •     • 

75 

00 

70 

00 

^ 

5    00 

Chinese  Undertakers 

70 

00 

70 

00 

— 

— 

Money  Changers           -     • 

675 

00 

590 

00 

— 

85    00 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

2,625 

00 

2,965 

00 

840 

00 

— 

Spirit  DistiUers-           •     • 

m^ 

100 

00 

100 

00 

— • 

Taxes:— 

Stamps        ... 

95,812 

51 

107,848 

21 

12,035 

70 

^- 

Police,  Lighting.  Water,  and 

Fii#  Brigads  Bates    •     •. 

178,717 

00 

185,188 

67 

6,471 

48 

^- 

Postage           -           •           - 

64,854 

88 

68,837 

88 

mm 

1,516    95 

Fines  of  Courts     -           •     - 

10,639 

70 

8,654 

82 

-^ 

984    88 

Forfeitures  of  Courts   - 

1,438 

14 

262 

21 

•— 

1,170    93 

Fees  of  Courts       -           •     •> 

4:645 

88 

8,825 

41 

-^ 

1,818    87 

Fees  of  Office:— 

On  Cemeteiy  Burials 

938 

00 

892 

75 

— 

45    25 

Licences  for  Junks,  Ac.  -     - 

8,238 

00 

6,909 

00 

— 

1,829    00 

Passes           „ 

7,885 

75 

8,810 

25 

874 

50 

wmm 

Begistry  of  Boats          •     - 

8,675 

84 

3,741 

45 

65 

61 

«-t 

Bejnstry  of  Cargo  Boats  aod 
Crews 

1,857 

41 

1,876 

69 

19 

88 

... 

Begistry  of  Hawksrs 

1,801 

95 

1,690 

25 

•«« 

Ill  [(» 

Cargo  Boats'  Certificates     - 

195 

00 

225 

00 

w 

00 

— 

Ba^pstration  of  Householders 

2,238 

50 

1,643 

25 

— 

595    25 

Begistration  of  Serrants,  Ac 
Offidal  fiUgnatuies         -     - 

298 

00 

269 

75 

— 

88    25 

88 

00 

885 

00 

14T 

00 

•»- 

Bflglstration  of  Deeds 

1,683 

50 

1,068 

50 

-«* 

565    00 

Shipping  Seamen          •     • 

7,118 

00 

^892 

00 

— 

221    00 

Examination  of  Masters  and 

Mates       - 

610 

00 

430 

00 

«^ 

180    00 

Cobnial  Begisters        -     • 
Merchant  Shipping  Act      - 
Begistry    of    Chairs,    Car- 
nages, Ac      -          -     - 

50 

00 

80 

00 

*-» 

80    00 

613 
M19 

00 
80 

581 
1,641 

00 
00 

282 

00 

82    00 

Begistration  of  Companies  - 
Medical  Fees  on  £&uunina- 

108 

00 

1,738 

50 

1,630 

50 

""- 

tion  of  Emigrants       •     - 

4,707 

85 

8,783 

00 

.~ 

984    25 

Sale  of  Government  Property  • 

521 

75 

642 

11 

130 

sa 

-* 

Mint    .... 

60,102 

71 

40,000 

00 

-^ 

30,102    71 

Beimbursements    -           -     - 

87,579 

43 

68,999 

73 

— 

18,579    70 

18,965 

00 

12,144 

69 

^ 

1,820    40 

Interest      -           -           .     • 

8,958 

08 

80,539 

42 

17,581 

84 

— 

Special  Beceipts,  under  Ordi- 

nance No.  10  of  1867 

10,806 

10 

10,696 

20 

— 

109    90 

« 

923,653 

01 

914,976 

37| 

45,353 

"09" 

54,029    73 

Deduct 

Increase 
Ksrease 

.■. 

- 

• 

$45,358    09 

NetDc 

$8,676    64 

Polimial  Treasury,  Victoria.  Hong  Kong, 
29tb  Maiob,  1871. 


A.F.  ALYES, 

^*w^^rWf»$4^^f 
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18»». 


avil  BepaHsMQts  ^— 

Colonial  Secretary 
Oolooial  Tyeacnirer  - 
AnditoMskneral 
Clerk  of  Conncita    - 
BuTTeyor-General 
Master  of  the  Mint  • 
Postioaster-General 
Begistrar-General    - 
Harbour  Master 
Collector  of  Stamp  Berenne 
Judicial  Departments  • 
B^istrar  of  Qompaniei^  Depart- 
ment     .  ,  . 
Eoclesbstical  Department 
Educational  Department  • 
Medical  Department  - 
Police    Magistrates*    Depart- 
ment     •           4          • 
Police  Department 
Gaol  Department  * 
Fire  Brlc^acie  Department 
Pensions,  Eetired  Allowances, 

and  Gratuities    - 
Charitable  Allowances 
Transport   •  *  • 

Works  and  Buildings  - 
Boads,  Streets,  and  Bridges 
Misoellsneous  Bervices 
Land  and  Houses  Purchased 
Special  Expenses  • 
military  Ccmtribution 


«5,«i9  77 

27.557  47 
15,822  81 
12,001  06 

1,081  00 

29,498  08 

7,488  81 

40,210  04 

14.088  58 

87,035  86 

8,880  55 

89,824  46 

192  00 

4,950  00 

11,759  35 

24,781  58 

17,783  60 

175,101  60 

89.558  78 
16,491  05 

16,623  99 

926  84 

2,516  90 

165,145  02 

25,941  11 

62,240  51 

5,000  00 

90,819  14 


187p. 


25,812  93 

25,378  41 

11,787  98 

19,096  39 

960  00 

82,206  68 

41,603  80 

14,986  63 

87,406  65 

3,844  90 

40,000  56 

192  00 

4,974  00 

il3,972  68 

29,315  22 

16,800  40 

157,506  54 

40,964  31 

6,251  95 

18,260  95 


970  26 


Increase. 


5,892  75  , 

188,993  62 

20,250  83  ! 

87,258  61 

89,814  29 

98,720  76 


0, 
16 


7,004  73 

V13  60 

1,393  76 

89/  05 

370  79 

676  10 


24  00 
2,213  83 
4,533    69 


1,405    58 


1,636    96 

43    42 

8,375    85 


39,314    29 
2,901    62 


$912,853    46    877,224    10      68,764    98 


Deduct  Inoreeae 
KetDeoiea9e- 


Decretae. 


2,179  06 

8,534  SS^ 

71  00 

7,433  81 

35  65 


1,482    20 
17,595    00 

10,239    10 


26,151  40 

5,690  28 

24,981  00 

5,000  00 


104,894    20 
$68,764    03 


$35,629    86 


flmniaea.       J.  GABDIKBB  AUSTIN, 


CECIL  C  810TH, 
feting  Coknicti  JWowrr, 


HOMoKoie. 
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RiTBVUB  and  Bzran>iTUU  of  the  Ooex>nt  of  Hono  Konq  daring  the  Tear  ended 

8l8t  Deoember,  1870. 


Bsrmn. 

Amoani. 

ExPBiroixuBS. 

ABOODt 

180,519 

72 

Ciril  Departments  :— 

25,812    ^ 

. 

. 

50,810 

19 

Goyemor    -           •     - 

Lioencee  :— 

80,172 

c. 

« 

Cokmial  Secretary 

25,878    41 

Spirit  Betailera        -     - 
Awnbrokers 

22 

Colonial  Treasurer-     - 

11,787    98 

8,050 

00 

Auditor-General 

19,096    89 

Anotioneers  -           -     - 

8,900 

00 

Cleric  of  Councils    -  .  - 

960    00 

Tenements  for  Emigrante 

250 

55 

Surveyor-General 

82,206    68 

Emigration  Brokers 

1,600 

00 

Postmaster-General 

41,608    80 

Billiard  Tables  and  Bowl- 

Begistrar-General 

14,986    68 

ing  Alleys-           -     - 

1,200 

00 

Harbour  Master     -     - 

87,406    65 

Opinm  Monopoly 

113,080 

00 

Collector  of  Stamp  Be- 

Boarding  Houses      -     - 

352 

00 

venue 

8,844    90 

liarriage- 

70 

00 

Judicial  Departments  -     - 

40,000    56 

Ghinese  Undertakers      • 

70 

00 

B^strar  of   Companies' 
Department            -     - 

Money  Changers  - 

590 

00 

192    00 

Marine  Store  Dealers     - 

2,965 

00 

Ecclesiastical  Department 

4,974    00 

Spirit  DistiUers  • 

100 

00 

Educational  Deptftment  - 

18.972    68 

IVt^m  *-^ 

168,099 

29,815    22 

// 

Stamps         -           -     • 

107,848 

21 

!  PoUoe    Magistrates'    De- 

PoUoe,  Lighting,  Water, 

1      partment     -           -     - 

16,300    40 

and  Fire  Brigade  Bates  185,188 

57 

298,036 

Police  Department 

157,506    54 
40,964    31 

Postage      - 

Fines.  Forf eitnres,  and  Fees 
of  Courts  :— 

Fines            •          •     . 

Forfeitures 

Fees.           -          .     . 
FeesofOIBoe:— 

On  Cemetery  Burials     • 

Lioenoes  for  Junks,  fto.  - 

Passes 

Begistry  of  Boats     -     - 

Begistnr  of  Cargo  Boats 
andOrews 

10 

israoi  iMpanmenc    .  -     - 

63,837 

33 

Fire  Brigade  Department 
Pensi<His.  Betired  Allow- 

6,251    95 

9,654 

262 

3,325 

82 
21 
41 

13^242 

!       ances,  and  Gratuities   - 

1   Charitable  AUowances    . 

,  Transport       -           -     - 

.^  1   Works  and  Buildings      - 

^  ,  Boads,Streets,and  Bridges 

1  Land  and   Hoives   Pur- 
1      chased        -          -     • 
'  Military  Contributian      - 

li 

18,260    95 

970    26 

5,892    75 

138,993    62 

892 
6,909 
8,810 
3,741 

1,376 

"75" 
00 
25 
45 

69 

20,250    83 
87,258    61 

89,314    29 
98,720    76 

Begis^  of  Hawkers     - 
OanN)  Boats' Certificates. 
Bec^stration  of   House- 

1,690 
225 

25 

00 

ij 

holders      .          -     - 

1,643 

25 

w 

Begistratimi     of      8e^ 

yants,  fto. 

269 

75 

Oificial  Signatures    -     - 

235 

00 

Begistration  of  Deeds    - 
Shipping  Seamen     -     - 

1,068 
6,892 

50 
00 

Examination  of  Masters 

II 

and  Mates       - 

430 

00 

Colonial  Beeisters    -     - 

Merchant  Snipping  Act  • 

Begirtry  of  Chairs,  Ca^ 

nages,  &o.            •     « 

30 

00 

,1 

531 
1,641 

00 
60 

(1 

Begi^tion  of  Companiei 
Medical  Fees  on  £Scami- 

1    1,738 

50 

nation  of  Emigrants   • 

Bjm 

00 

41,907 
642 

1 
QQ   > 

Sale  of  GoTemment  Propei 

•ty  • 

11 

Mint 

40,000 

00 

Beimbursements 

- 

68,999 

73 

Miscellaneous  Beoeipts 

•                   • 

12,144 

69 

Interest- 

• 

^.♦26.539 

42 

Spedal  Beceipts,  under  0 

rdinance 

Ko. 

10  of  1867 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

10,696 

20 

Total 

« 

914,976 

87 

Total     -           -     $ 

877,224    10 

•  The  gam  of  |26.ft3S,42  rec  Wed  for  inlenti  Is  Inclasive  of  the  intertet  pajable  on  Spedal  Food  Depoelts,  which  will 
hare  to  be  traiufeiTed  to  th&t  aoooant. 


A.  F.  ALVES, 

Accountant. 


Examined.    J.  GARDINEB  AUSTIN, 
Auditor^Oeneral. 


Colonial  Treasury,  Victoria,  Hong  Kong,  29th  Maich,  1871. 


CECIL  C.  SMITH, 
Acting  Colonial  Treasurer. 
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(No.  16,)  HOHOKOHO. 

Sib,  General  Post  Office,  Hong  Kong,  March  17,  1871.  

I  httve  the  honour  to  lav  before  you,  for  presentation  to  his 
Excellency  Maior-Gencral  Whitfeild,  Lieutenant-Governor,  the 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Post  Office,  being  that  for  the  year 
1870. 

2.  The  principal  changes  of  interest  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  postal  service  during  the  year  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

3.  The  two  marine  sorters  previously  employed  on  the  line 
between  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghae  have  been  withdrawn  for  general 
duty  in  this  office,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  completely 
sorting  the  miuls  for  Shanghae  before  they  leave  Hong  Konff.  By  this 
cbange  of  system  the  residents  of  Shanghae  obtain  the  advantage  of 
having  their  letters,  by  both  the  English  and  French  packets,  delivered 
immediately  on  arrival,  and  this  without  extra  charge,  the  alteration 
having  been  made  with  a  view  to  discourage  the  transmission  of 
letters  outride  the  mails.  Similar  arrangements  have  been  made  at 
the  British  Post  Office  at  Shanghae  to  enable  the  letters  for  Hong 
Kong  to  be  dispatched  ready  for  immediate  delivery  on  their  reach- 
ing uiis  office.  The  Imperial  Postmaster-General  has  withdrawn  the 
fmcers  employed  in  sorting  the  homeward  Indian,  China,  and  Aus- 
tralian maus,  on  board  the  Mediterranean  packete ;  the  mails  from 
Hong  Kong  are  now  therefore  subdivided  in  this  office,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  arrangements  made  for  sorting  them  on  their  arrival 
in  England. 

4.  The  Director-General  of  the  Posts  in  France  has  consented  to 
a  proposal  to  send  closed  mails  by  the  French  packets  between  this 
office  and  the  British  Post  Office  at  Shanghae  and  Yokohama,  instead 
of  forwarding  the  correspondence  for  the  community  at  those  Settle- 
ments in  the  mails  for  tne  French  Post  Offices,  thereby  accelerating 
the  delivery  of  the  local  correspondence. 

5.  Sanction  having  been  obtained  to  the  mails  from  London  for 
Shanghae  and  Yokohama  which  are  brought  to  Hong  Kong  by  French 
packet  being  delivered  over  to  this  office,  advantage  has  been  taken 
of  one  or  two  opportunities  of  sending  the  m^uls  forward  to  Shanghae 
earlier  than  they  would  have  reached  their  destination  by  the  branch 
French  packet  for  Shanghae. 

6.  Arrangements  have  been  completed  under  ^hich  correspondence 
brought  from  Batavia  by  French  packet  to  Singapore  is  sent  to  this 
office  by  the  first  packet  leaving  for  Hong  Kong,  instead  of,  as  formerly, 
awutins  the  departure  of  the  next  French  packet  to  China,  which 
involved,  in  some  cases,  a  delay  of  twenty  days. 

7.  Arrangements  have  been  completed  under  which  British  closed 
mails  between  Hong  Kong  and  Nagasaki,  and  between  Hong  Kong 
and  Sogo,  are  conveyed  from  Shanghae  and  Yokohama  respectively 
by  means  of  the  United  States'  mail  packets ;  the  demand  made 
by  the  United  States'  Post  Office  for  their  conveyance  has  however 
neoesdtated  a  small  extra  rate  of  postage  on  correspondence  thus 
conveyed,  but  the  advantages  gained  for  ^e  public  by  these  arrange- 
ments are  manifest 

8.  The  hour  of  dispatch  of  the  homeward  British  mail  packets 
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Hovo  KoHa    from  Hong  Eong  has  been  advantageously  changed  from  9  a.bl  to 
*""*         noon,  making  it  conform  to  the  hour  of  dispatch  of  the  French 
packets. 

9.  With  a  view  to  averting  the  inconvenience  which  has  sometimes 
been  experienced  here  on  account  of  the  late  arrival  of  the  British 
mail  packets  from  Yokohama,  their  departure  from  Yokohama  has 
been  made  one  day  earlier  than  formerly. 

10.  The  scale  of  progression  of  weight  haring  half  an  ounce  for 
its  unit  has  been  extended  to  letters  sent  between  the  British  Post 
Offices  in  China  and  Japan,  and  Manila,  Batavia,  Saigon,  Pondi- 
cherry,  Bangkok,  Labuan,  Singapore,  Penang,  Malacca,  Ceylon, 
India,  Aden,  Suez,  Malta,  and  the  Ionian  Islands ;  Gibraltar,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  vi£  Gibraltar. 

11.  The  reduction  of  the  fee  upon  registered  letters  from  six 
pence  to  four  pence  in  1866,  was  confined  to  letters  to  and  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  during  the  past  year  this  reduction  has  been 
applied  to  registered  letters  addressed  to  any  British  Colony  or 
foreign  country  in  transit  through  the  United  Kingdom :  for  instance, 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  United  States  of  America  can  now  be  regis- 
tered through  to  its  destination  for  a  fee  of  16  cents  instead  of  24 
cents  ns  formerly. 

12.  In  July  the  outward  French  mail  packets  commenced  to  leave 
Marseilles  every  alternate  Sunday,  instead  of  every  fourth  Sunday, 
and  a]  fortnightly  French  service  was  also  begun  on  this  side,  thus 

^  affording,  in  conjunction  with  the  packets  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company,  a  weekly  mail  service  to  and  from  the  United 
Kingdom ;  but  soon  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between 
France  and  Prussia  tiie  French  line  was  reduced  to  one  packet  each 
way  every  twenty-eight  days. 

13.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Prance  and 
Prussia  the  difficulties  attending  the  transmission  of  the  mails 
through  France  were  such  as  to  necessitate  the  outward  mails  being 
sent  by  way  of  Belgium  and  the  Brenner  to  Brindisi,  for  transmission 
thence  by  Italian  packet ;  the  homeward  mails  followed  the  same 
route. 

14.  The  number  of  letters  sent  between  the  United  Eingdom  and 
Hong  Kong  by  means  of  the  unsubsidlzed  steamers  proceeding  through 
the  buez  Canal  hasjbeen  very  inconsiderable. 

1 5.  Negotiations  are  being  carried  on  having  for  tlieir  obj^t  a 
remilar  exchange  of  direct  mails  between  Hong  Kong  and  BnndisK 
including,  of  course,  on  the  one  side,  correspondence  for  Italy  and 
the  Continent  from  China  and  Japan,  ana  on  the  other,  letters 
from  Italy  and  the  States  beyond  for  Hong  Eong,  China,  and 
Japan. 

i6.  The  rates  of  commission  on  money  orders  Issued  iu  the 
United  Kingdom  on  Hong  Kong,  Shanghae,  and  Yokohama  have  been 
increased,  and  although  the  commission  on  money  orders  issued  at 
theSe  places  on  the  United  Kingdom  has  also  been  increased,  the 
charges  are  still  much  less  than  those  made  at  home.  So  far,  the 
revenue  derived  to  the  Colony  by  the  introduction  of  the  meney- 
order  system  has  been  unremunerative. 
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17.  During  the  year  the  money  orders  drawn  upon  the  United    HowKww. 
Kingdom  have  been  as  follows,  viz. : —  "^"^ 


Na  of  Money 
Orders  Drawn. 


1.839 
659 
517 


8,015 


Pbce. 


'  Amount. 


OommlaaloA  whieh    | 
!  acorued  to  tbe  Ookmy.  < 


£        t.  d. 

10.052  10  7 

3,146    4  9 

2,822    5  1 


£16,021    0    5 


dole.  cts. 

255  97 

87  52 

72  87 


$416    36 


Tkt  ttwont  ivnitted  by  means  of  mon^y  orders  drAWn  on  (be  United  Kingdom  in  1870,  is  6,0242.  I2f.  Id. 
in  excess  of  that  remitted  in  1869. 


18.  The  money  orders  drawn  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been 
;  follows,  viz. : — 


I  Ho.  of  Money 
i  Orders  Drawn. 


Place. 


32 
6 
8 


46 


On  Hong  Kong 
„   BhftDffhae 
,,   Yokoba 


Amoimt 


Oommissbn  which 
•cemsd  to  the  Col<ny. 


£        ».     d 
144  12    6 
14  11  10 

32  18    8 


£192    3    0 


dels.    cts. 
7     18 

0  78 

1  60 


$9    56 


The 


remitted  from  tbe  United  Kingdom  by  means  of  money  mden  drawn  upon  Hodg  Kong, 
Sbangbae,  and  Yokohama,  in  1870,  is  351.  l«.  2(1.  in  qj^cess  of  that  remitted  in  1869. 


19.  The  following  figures  show  the  result  of  the  local  nK)uey« 
order  system  :— 


tfooey  orders  drawn  in  Hong  Kong  on  ShftngYiad 
,1  „  „  Yokohama 

„  „       Shanghae  on  Hong  Kong 

,.  „       Yokohama  ., 


Total 


Homber. 

Atoonnt. 

Commission. 

,          dols. 

cts. 

dols. 

cts. 

25 

1        417 

16 

4 

20 

13 

220 

76 

2 

40 

90 

,     2,560 

74 

21 

15 

80 

1     1,995 

06 

15 

15 

208 

1  $5,193 

t 

72 

$42 

90 

20.  The  following  statement  shows  a  nominal  increase  amounting 
to  $5,217*26  in  the  gross  postal  revenue  of  1870  over  that  of 
1869,  but  as  the  amount  of  uncollected  revenue  at  tlie  end  of  1870 
was  |118'68  less  than  that  which  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
1869,  the  actual  excess  of  gross  revenue  in  1870,  as  compared  with 
the  revenue  of  1869,  is  $5,103*58,  a  result  which  I  submit  is  very 
satisfactory  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  on  the  Continent,  which 
in  partially  paralyzing  commerce,  has  doubtless  diminished  corre* 
spoDdence. 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


Howo  Kowo^ 


82  REPOStS  KXHIBITnia  THB  PBaUDCT  8TATK 

Comparative  Statement  of  Revenue. 

21.  £       t.     d.  % 

Total  Beyeniie  ooUeoted  in  1870  -        -    38,984  11    8    =  186,886-00 
Add  ftmount  reoeiTod  from  ImperuJ  Post 

Office  towards  the  maintenanoe  of  the 

postal  agendes  in  China  aad  Japan  •      1,270    0    0=      6,096*00 

40,204  11    8    =  192.982-00 
Total  BeyenoB  ooUected  in  1869  -        •    39,117  13     1    =  187,764*74 

Total  increase  in  1870,  as  compared  with 

1869 £1,086  18    7    =  ^6,217-26 

Amount  of  Imperial  Bevenne  collected  in  1870 : — 
Bemittances        to         £       a.    d, 
London     -        -    24,385  19    8 
Oontribntions      to 
agencies        -    -      1,270    0    0        £        t.     </.  $ 

26,665  19    8    «  123,148-72 

Amoont  of  Imperial  Beyenne  collected 
in  1869 35,882    8    6f  =r  124,236-66 

Decrease  in  1870  as  compared  with  1869      £226    8  lOj  =  gl,086-94 

Amount  of  Colonial  Beyenne  collected  in  1870  •        •        -    69,833  -  28 
„  „  „  „  1869       -        •   -    63,629-08 


Increase  in  1870  as  compared  with  1869  •        •       .        -  jS6,304-20 

The  Colonial  Expenditnre  in  1870,  indnding  98,186*45  $ 

paid  for  the  conycTance  of  ship  mails,  amounts  to  •        -  40,363*46 

Less  contributed  by  Imperial  Post  Office  in  aid  of  main- 
tenance of  agencies  at  the  ports         .        •        .        •    •  6,096*00 

Expenditure  borne  by  the  Colony  in  1870  ....  34,267  *  46 

„               „               „              1869      ....  33,872*70 


Increase  in  1870,  as  compared  with  1869  ....      J9394-76 

22.  It  will  thus  be  obseryed  that  the  excess  of  the  Colony's  postal 
reyenue  oyer  its  ordinary  expenditure  for  Post  Office  purposes  during 
the  past  year  amounted  to  $35,565*82. 

23.  £  s.  d. 
The  Colony's  shaoe  of  the  postage  on  mails  receiyed 

from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1870  was    •        -        -    1 ,894  11    6^ 
Ditto       ditto      in  1869  was 1,375  19    7i 

Increase  in  1870         -        -        •       £18  11  11 
24. 


The  number  of  diip  maik  sent  in  1870  was     -        -        •        -    1,816 
„  „  „         1869    „  -        -        -        -    -    1,839 

Decrease  in  1870    -       •        .       .        •         23 
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The  nnniber  of  ship  mails  received  in  1870  was       •        -  -    1 ,  191    Hono  Kono. 

1869    „     .        .        .  -    1,178         

Increase  in  1870 18 

25.                                                                                   Letters.  Papers. 

The  numher  of  letters  and  papers  reoeiyed  by 

United  States' packets  in  1870  was  -        -        -    14,572  16,820 

In  1869         .        - 12,039  16,374 

Incieaseinl870-        -        •2,533  446 

Letters.  Papers. 

The  number  of  letters  and  papers  sent  by  United 

States' packets  in  1870  was      -        -        -        -    21,145  21,055 

In  1869         17,549  14,090 

Increase  in  1870  -        -        -      3,596  6,965 


26.  The  San  Francisco  route  has  not  been  much  availed  of  for  the 
transmisnon  of  letters  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Hong  Eong. 

27.  The  number  of  letters  and  papers  sent  from  Hong  Eong  to  the 
United  !£ngdom  has  been  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Bt  Bbituh  Paoxxt. 

Iq  1870      - 
In  1869  - 

Letters. 

-    191,639 
-        -    -    188,201 

Pftpers. 

162,862 
168,761 

Inoreue 

8.888  Dflenase  16,899 

Bt  Fbimob  Paokkt. 

Letters. 

P«|Mrs. 

In  1870      - 
In  1869  ■ 

-      28,007 
-    -      16i210 

9,194 
8,672 

Inoreaae 

-      11,797 

6,622 

28.  The  weieht  of  letters  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1870 
has  been  as  follows : — 


In  1870 
In  1869 


Decrease 


Bt  Bbituh  Packst. 

tons    owl 
-    2      IS 
-    -    2      19 

r 
1 

lbs. 

1& 

6 

13 

-    0        6 

0 

17 

2i 

c 
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M  BBMBts  miBmiia  the  pbesuit  wna 

Bt  FiuDroH  Paokit. 

toDs    owt.      qn.  lbs.       os. 
Inl87Q      --..-0      10        0248 

In  1869 0        6        1  26        6i 

Inerauie  -       •       -    0        4       2  26        1^ 

S9.  The  weight  of  letters  receited  from  the  United  Kingdem  in 
1870»  has  been  as  follows  :— 

Pb  BBinni  Paokit. 

tons    owt.      qrs.  lbs.      oz. 

In  1870      --.-2        12  210 

In  1809 2        9        8  3      12 

Detrease  -       -       -    0        8        1  12 

Peb  Fbbkoh  Paokit. 

ioni    ewi      qn.  lbs.       ox. 

In  1870      *-.-032  1lU 

In  1869 0        8        2  15      13^ 

III  ■■      ■'#      ■■*     ■'< 

]>ecrea80  •       «       -    0       0       0  i      12 

80.                                                                   tons    owt  qn,     lbs.        os, 
The  total  weight  of  letters  sent  from  Hong 

Kong  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1870  was    3        3  1       13        2} 

Ditto           ditto            i&lM9   ^      8        4  8        4        d| 

Decrease-       .        -    0        1  1      19        0} 

■  J-  ■■"  ■■* 

tons    flwt.  qrs.     lbs.       os. 
The  total  weight  of  letters  reoeived  from 


the  United  Kingdom  in  1870  was  -        -    2        0        0      13  lU 

Ditto     ditto      in  1869    „         -    -    2      13        1       19  9| 

•I  " 

Decrease  ---0815  14 

81.  The  registered  letters  Xeceived  from  London  in  187Q 

numb^^         --.--.♦•    1,687 
Ditto  ditto  in  1869  nnmbered      -    -    1,451 

Excess  in  1870 236 

SB.  The  registered  letters  eent  to  London  frem  Hotig  Eoog 

in  1870  numbered     -        .        -        -        ^        .        .  1,617 

Ditto                ditto                from  Shanffhae  -        -    -  718 

Ditto               ditto                from  Yokohama     -        -  459 

Ditto               ditto               from  other  ports         -    -  117 

/  Total -    2,811 

Total  number  of  registered  letters  sent  in  1869   -        -        -    -    2,340 

inl87(J      -        ...        -        471 
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83.  The  number  of  registered  lettos  sent  to — 

India  during  1870  was  •        ^        i.        ..        #        .  449 

GaUe *    *  28 

Australia    ••*^»»v<»  186 

The  Straits 87 

The  Continent  of  Europe      .....  123 

The  Ports  in  Ohina  imd  Japan lU 

total   •-....  987 

In  1869  •       -       .       - 647 


Hdtnl  KoiffO. 


in  1870 


The  nnmber  of  registered  letters  reoeiyed  bom^^ 
India  daring  1670  was  •        -        «        . 
Galle      -  •     - 

Anstralia     -        ...        4        * 
The  Straits      -        -        r        -        -        , 
The  Continent  of  Europe      -        .        - 
The  t^orts  in  China  and  Japan  - 


290 


In  1866  - 


Total 


BKOMlinl870- 


8,198 
8,815 

888 


34.  The  amontlt  realized  by  the  said  of  postage  stumps  in  1870 
was  $144,131-48,  of  which  stamjw  of  the  value  of  $85,258 '12  were 
sold  in  Hong  Eong,  and  the  remainder,  yIz.  $58,87o*36,  at  the  Post 
Office  agencies  at  the  ports,  showing  an  increase  of  $8,427*24  in 
those  sold  in  Hong  Kong,  and  a  decrease  of  $20,081  *  28  in  those  sold 
at  the  ports,  as  compared  with  1869. 

35.  I  annex  a  list  of  the  number  and  value  of  each  kind  of  postage 
stamps  sold  in  1870  and  1869,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease,  as 
the  case  may  be,  under  each  head,  viz. :-— 


PoflUge  sumps  sold  in  1870. 

Poetago  sumps  wM  In 
1869. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Dooml- 

Number. 

Amomit 

Nmnber. 

Amomit. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Number.      Amount. 

oentt. 

doll.     cto. 

dol8.     cU. 

dola.  cts. 

dola.    eta. 

2 

261,179 

5,223  58 

244,941!    4.898  82 

16,238 

324  76 

.— 

.~ 

4 

155,927 

6,237  08 

148,382      5.935  28 

7,545 

301  80 

— 

— 

6 

117,160 

7.029  60 

147,8321    8,869  92 

— 

— 

30,672 

1,840  32 

8 

253,228 

20.258  24 

244,3051  19,544  40 

8,923 

713  84 

— 

— 

12 

60,664       7,279  68 

70,297 

8,435  64 

— 

— 

9,633 

1,155  96 

18 

8,640  ,     1,555  20 

8,604 

1.548  72 

36 

6  48 

— 

— 

24 

114,846     27.563  04 

116,372 

27.929  28 

^. 

-« 

1,526 

366  24 

30 

106.243  ;  31,872  90 

110,747 

33,224  10 

— 

»- 

4.504 

1,351  20 

48 

27.891  1  13.387  68 

35,6361  17,105  28 

— 

— 

7,745  i  3,717  60 

96 

24,713 

23.724  48 

29,473 

28,294  08 

« 

— 

4,760  1  4.569  60 

Totals 

144,131  48 

155,785  52 

],346  88 

1 

« 

13,000  92 

36.  The  correspondence  on  official  business  sent  irom  this  Depart- 
ment to  private  individuals  and  firms,  to  the  postal  agents  at  the 

0  2 
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HonGKflyq.    ports  and  to  the  various  public  oflSces,  has  materially  increased,  as 
oas  also  the  oflBcial  correspondence  received. 

37.  Returns  are  appended,  marked  A  and  B^  irom  which  it  is 
satisfiictory  to  notice  tnat  the  British  mail  packets  have  arrived  with 
the  mails  from  home  with  punctuality,  that  the  aven^  time  occupied 
in^making  the  voyage  has  been  less  than  it  was  in  t£e  previous  year, 
and  that  39  days  is  the  shortest  time  in  which  a  mail  has  been  con- 
veyed from  London  to  Hong  Kong  via  Marseilles,  and  38  days  vi& 
Brindisi.  The  return  marked  C  shows  that  38  days  was  also  the 
shortest  time  occupied  by  the  French  packets  in  delivering  a  mail 
from  London.  On  one  occasion,  however,  the  French  packet  arrived 
without  a  mail  from  London.  Owing  to  the  communication  across 
France  having  been  interrupted,  this  mail  liad  failed  to  reach  Mar- 
seilles in  time;  it  was  brought  forward  by  the  following  British 
packet 

38.  A  return,  marked  D,  is  appended  of  the  arrivals  and  depar- 
tures of  the  United  States'  mail  packets  at  Hong  Kong,  from  which  it 
wiH  be  observed  that  the  voyage  from  San  Francisco  to  Hong  Kong 
has  been  performed  five  times  in  33  days ;  and  that  the  voyage  to 
San  Francisco  has  been  accomplished  on  three  occasions  in  32  days. 
The  average  time  occupied  in  the  voyage  from  San  Francisco  baa 
been  34^  (Utys  against  35^  days  in  1869. 

I  have,  &c, 

F.  W.  Mitchell, 
The  Hon.  J.  Gardiner  Austin,  Postmaster-GeneraL 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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Census  of  Hoko  Kono,  inftln^ing  the  BIilitabt  and  Naval  Estabushmemts, 

April  2.  1871. 


Suropeaiis  and  AmericaDB,  resident  population 

British,  miUtary 

„      nayal  establishment  -       .       .       -  • 

£iir(^)eans,  polioe 

„  and  Americans,  mercantile  shipping! 

in  the  harbonr / 

Eojopeans  and  Americans,  temporar j  residents 
yy  „         prisoners 

Total  of  Europeans  and  Americans     -    - 

Goa,  Manila,  Indian,  and  others  of  mixed  blood, ' 
resident -i 

Goa,  Manila,  Indian,  and  others  of  mixed  blood,! 
crews  of  mercantile  yessels  in  harbour       -  -j 

Indians,  military 

»       police 

Goa,  Manila,  Indian,  and  others  d  mixed  bloody 
prisoners       ------       -J 


Total  of  Indians,  dEC. 


Chinese  in  employ  of  Europeans,  resident  - 

„  „  „  in  harbour  -   - 

„     police  ------- 

„     employed  by  naval  and  military  esta^l 
blishments        ...-.-   .j 

Chinese  residing  in  Victoria     .       -       -       - 
„  „         vUlag[eB  and  Kowloon    -   - 

Boat  population  in  Yictcnia      -       .        -       - 
„  „       other  than  in  Victoria  •        •   - 

Prisoners 


Total  of  Chinese 


FopulatioD. 


Men. 


1.881 
709 

1,022 
109 

1,080 

67 
60 


4,418 


470 

897 

1,094 
285 

15 


2,561 


5,486 
548 


458 

47,647 

6,825 

6,021 

5,186 

891 


72,185 


79.164 


Women. 


684 
86 

8 
29 


767 


97 


10 
8 


121 


14,269 

2,051 

2.542 

8,010 

18 


22,696 


28,573 


Boys. 


407 
45 


Girls. 


264 
81 


458 


54 


298 


170 


6,299 
1,296 
2,142 
1,840 


64 


75 


195 


5,769 

885 

1.604 

1,414 


10,747  9,817 


11,271  Il0,190 


ToUl. 


2.786 
821 

1,022 
126 

1,109 

57 
60 


5,981 


685 

708 

1,122 
298 

15 


6.609 
550 


458 

72,984 
10,507 
12.809 
11.400 
404 


115,444 


124,198 


Of  Europeans  and  Americans,  flxed  residents,  there  are :— • 
Men.  Women.         Boys.  Giria. 


Total. 


Britirii 

•      524 

160 

102 

88 

869 

Portuguese   - 

-      447 

467 

290 

163 

1,867 

German     - 

-      152 

14 

— 

4 

170 

American      - 

-       94 

17 

11 

11 

183 

French      - 

-        48 

9 

1 

2 

60 

Danish-       - 

-        22 

1 

— 

— 

28 

Italian       - 

11 

18 

— 

1 

25 

Spanish.       - 

.        85 

.- 

2 

— 

87 

B^risT^     - 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Austrian 

2 

1 

1 

—. 

4 

Norwegian 
Bwedi^ 

7 
9 

— 

z 

— 

7 
9 

Russian     - 

6 

.. 



— 

6 

Belgian - 

4 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

4 

Mexican    - 

8 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dutch   - 

2 

.. 

— 

.- 

2 

Turkish     - 

8 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Hungarian     - 
Greoum     - 

2 
2 

1 

— 

■"" 

8 
2 

1,881 


684 


407 


264 


2,786 
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EoucATiQHAL  Statistics. 


Um^umo. 


No.orBrlttahToUl  Xo.' 


GsM  of  School, 


No.  of  i 
Sobools. 


'and  Foreign  of  Brtih'  ^^f^!^^^  ToUl  Na 


Scholars. 

— -      '  Foreign 

Boys.  Girls.;  iteholars.  I 


flchoUrs. 


Boys.  '  QttlB. 


of  Chinese 
SchoUra. 


Qoyerament 

Boman  GatlM>lie,  including^ 

BefonnatorY 
Diooesftn  Orphanage 
Londan  Hiaflkm   - 
PriTate  School 
Berlin  Mission     • 
Basle  Biission 
Ghineee  General  - 
„      Priyate 


.  1    S4 

23  1  — 

28    ! 

t'l 

105  '  80 

185    t 

12       7 

19 

s 

.  !      2 
1 

Is  1 

.  :     1 
.      82 

z  'z 

^^^ 

-  ,     5 

—     — 

^m 

60 


685 
29 


20 

50 

4 


Qrand 
Total. 


1,168  I  111 

136  -  182 


1,2T9 

818 

10 
60 

"20 
50 

689 
35 


1,801 

503 

29 
60 
18 
20 
50 
689 
35 


!    74    !  149     96       245      2,081     380     2,461    ;   2,706 


CE398U8  of  HoNQ  KoNG  fof  oach  Teab  on  3l0T  Decevbbb  from  1858  to  1869i  and 
Census  1870-71,  exclusive  of  Military,  Naval,  and  PoLica  Establishments. 


1868. 

1859. 

I860. 

1881.     1 

1882. 

1883. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons.   ' 

Persons. 

Persons, 

Europeans  and  Americans  • 

1,109 

1,084 

1.592 

1,557 

1,604 

1,644. 

Goft,  Manila,  Indian,  and\ 
others  of  mixed  blood      -  f 

566 

477 

784 

1,284 

1,268 

1,336 

Aliens,  cliiefly  seamen  andl 
temporary  residents        -/ 

82 

150 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Chineee  in  the  employ  of) 
Europeans    -           -     -j 

2,618 

3,166 

8,940 

4,111 

4,897 

4,937 

Chinese  residing  in  Victoria 

42,799 

45,053 

52,916 

61,968 

63,380 

65,351 

Chinese  residing  in  villages 

4,704 

4,574 

5,276 

11,215 

12,297 

12,550 

Chinese  Ijoat  population  in\ 

Victoria  Harbour      -     -/ 

Other  Ihan  Victoria  Harbour 

16,277 

14,701 

17,417 

18,871 

21,336 

20,699 

5,648 

16,136 

11,142 

12,038 

10,303 

9,838 

Vngrants           -           -     - 

1,500 

1,500 

1,600 

2,508 

2,500 

2,500 

EnSgrants  - 

200 

150 

150 

229 

200 

200 

Street  coolies    -           •     • 



— 

— 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Prisoners,  &c.         -           - 

"~" 

— 

— 

450 

626 

695 

75,503 

86,941 

94,917 

119,881 

138,511 

124,850 

1884. 


1865. 


1R66.      I       186T.  1868-69.      1870-71 


Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Europeans  and  Americans  -  '     1,963 

2,034 

2,118 

2,151 

2,289 

2,736 

Goa,  Manila,  Indian,  aad\      ,  .^^ 
others  of  mixed  blood     -/      ^'^^^ 

1,645 

1,231 

1,150 

997 

1,388 

Aliens,  chiefly  seamen  and\|        ^r^ 
temporary  retidenti       */|       ^^ 

150 

200 

250 

130  ,          57 

Chinese  in  the  employ  of\i     c„oo 
Europeans     -           -     -J  1     ^»239 

6,836 

6,658 

6,451 

6,739  1     7,617 

Chinese  residing  in  Victoria      67,743 

73,803 

65,606 

75,748 

72,959  '   72,984 

Chineae  redding  in  villages  1    11,886 

11,871 

9,618 

9,961 

11,164      10,507 

Chinese  boat  population  in\'   „^  qq, 

Victoria  HaJbSur      -     -/;   20.991 

Other  thanVictoria  Harbour  1     8,348 

19,153 

13,855 

13,030 

14,033  i    12,309 

7.732 

18,099 

8,293 

8,496 

11,400 

Vagrants           -           -     -        2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

— . 

— 

Emigrants  -           -           »  ;      — 

-. 

-«. 

— 

— 

Street  coolies    -           -     - 

__ 

— . 

.— 

_ 

._           — 

Prisoners,  &o.         -           - 

795 

780 

718 

452 

478           479 

121,498 

125,504 

115,098 

117,471 

117,285  .119,477 
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Victoria,  Hong  Kong,  January  17,  1871. 
In  luv  Sanitary  Beport  for  1870,  being  the  twelfth  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  tlie  GoTemment,  I  rejoice  to  be  able  to 
oontinue  to  record  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
health  of  the  Colony  since  1858.  When  the  sudden  and  startling 
death  of  several  members  of  our  community  is  recalled  to  our 
recoUeotion,  we  are  prepared  to  find  that  1870  has  been  eminently 
unhealthy.  But  the  vital  statistics  of  the  past  year,  as  shown  iu  the 
following  Tables,  point  out,  that  in  the  gaol,  the  improvement  has 
been  so  marked  toat  the  mortality  has  been  lower  tlian  in  any  year 
previously  recorded  ;  and  if  among  the  general  community  it  appears 
somewhat  larger,  it  must  not  oe  forgotten  that  the  Tables  are 
calculated  upon  the  Census  of  1869,  and  that  the  additional  five 
deaths  recoroed  would  probably  not  increase  the  percentage  of  mor- 
tality above  the  average,  if  the  Tables  were  compiled  mm  more 
correct  data,  which  will  never  be  obtained  until  a  proper  system  of 
registraUon  of  deaths  is  enforced  by  law.  There  can,  however,  be 
no  doubt  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  and  up  to  the  3rd  of 
Auffust,  there  was  a  great  and  unusual  increase  of  fever  among  the 
residents.  For  the  most  part  it  was  not  of  a  dangerous  type,  although 
by  its  tendency  to  relapse  it  caused  great  prostration ;  but  in  one  or 
two  cases  it  assumed  something  of  the  character  of  typhus,  and 
proved  rapidly  fatal.  Opinions  varied  among  ])ractitioners  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  disease,  and  I  am  aware  that  it  was  generally 
attributed  to  some  cuttings  in  the  hill  side,  and  the  spreading  cf 
the  cut  soil  over  the  roads  undergoing  repair.  1  have  never, 
however,  concurred  in  this  view,  and  believe  that  the  sole  cause  of 
the  malady  must  be  traced  to  the  remarkably  small  fall  of  rain 
which  had  taken  place  previous  to  the  3rd  of  August  I  was  led  to 
form  this  opinion  from  the  &ct,  that  although  cases  of  fever  really 
did  occur  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of,  and  to  leeward  of  these 
cuttings,  and  in  certain  localities  in  considerable  number,  this  was 
not  always  the  case ;  and  not  only  was  fever  absent  in  certain  («ther 
localities,  equally  exposed  to  the  supposed  exhalations,  but  it  occurred 
both  to  windward  of  them,  and  in  places  where  there  had  been  no 
such  cuttings.  I  think  it  much  more  reasonable  to  cast  tlic  onus  on 
the  absence  of  rain,  and  the  state  of  our  drains ;  for  this  reason, 
that  no  sooner  did  rain  fall,  on  the  3rd  of  August,  in  sufficient 
ijuantity  to  wash  out  the  sewers,  than  a  marked  amelioration  took  place 
in  the  health  of  the  community. 
RinrrALL  flhxn  lar  Januabt  to  Slsr  July  for  the  last  focb  Yiabs^  regiBtered  tt 

the  QOVXBMMEHT  OlVIL  H08FITJLL. 


ModUm. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

Janoanr  - 

107 

0-79 

0-78 

0-80 

Febniary       -     - 

0-40 

0-49 

3-21 

0-40 

'  Mftreh      . 

1        6-57 

2-90 

4-15 

8-30 

April-           .     . 

2-23 

6-55 

417 

0-31 

May 

10*62 

1007 

1001 

ir.-26 

June  - 

8-22 

30-79 

912 

504 

July 

1711 

5-58 

6-83 

4-74 

Total         -      - 

4G-22 

5712 

38-27 

30-35 
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And  this  naturaUy  leads  me  to  refer  to  the  drains.  It  is  not  Hong  Kong. 
creditable  to  this  CJolony  that  after  their  unhealthy  condition  has 
been  pointed  out,  both  by  myself  and  by  the  Sanitary  Commission, 
they  SDould  remain  as  they  are,  a  source  of  disease  and  death.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  past  year  the  tenants  and  others  interested  in  the 
Praya  lots  applied  to  the  Government,  through  me,  in  regard  to  the 
eeaward  openings  of  the  drains,  and  the  noxious  emanations  from  the 
foreshore,  but  the  lowness  of  the  public  exchequer  is  the  excuse 
offered  for  the  unavoidable  continuation  of  this  most  dangerous 
nuisance.  Pending  some  more  radical  improvement,  the  drains 
should  be  run  out  mto  deep  water,  so  as  to  prevent  sewerage  being 
exposed  on  the  foreshore  at  low  tides,  and  tne  openings  trapped,  to 
prevent  the  wind  blowing  up  them,  and  thus  forcing  the  foul  air  out 
at  the  various  gratings  throughout  the  town.  Carbolic  acid  has 
been  freely  used,  but  no  amount  of  it  will  suffice,  until  the  system  of 
drainage  has  been  entirely  remodelled  as  recommended  by  the 
Sanitary  Commission. 

Typhus  fever  was  imported  in  eiffht  vessels  from  Yokohama 
between  the  10th  February  and  the  lltn  May — and  all  these  vessels 
were  placed  in  quarantine.  In  the  eight  vessels  there  were  thirteen 
cases  of  fever,  of  which  number  one  terminated  fatally.  The  Health 
Officer  of  the  port,  Dr.  Adams,  has,  as  promised  last  year,  sent  in  a 
Report  on  the  subject  of  the  connection  between  this  disease  and  the 
ballasting  of  ships  with  tidal  mud,  a  subject  which  has  attracted 
considerable  attention  in  other  countries.  Of  235  vessels  in  ballast, 
only  20  carried  mud  alone,  obtained  from  Shanghai ;  and  in  those 
20  no  case  of  fever  occurred ;  "  124  of  the  total  number  came  from 
Yokohama,  Japan,  ballasted  either  with  ordinaiy  soil,  obtained  from 
the  hill  side,  or  with  muddy  shingle,  taken  from  the  beach :  **  "  eight 
of  the  ships  so  ballasted  bad  typhus  fever  on  board."  "It  is 
significant  that  (although  cases  of  typhus  had  occurred  on  shore  at 
Yokohama,  where  the  crews  might  have  been  infected)  no  typhus 
fever  was  reported  while  the  vessels  had  cargo  on  board,  general  or 
otherwise."  Pfow  as  Shanghai  mud  is  unquestionably  "  tidal "  and  the 
ballast  obtained  at  Yokohama  was  not  strictly  of  this  character, 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  strong  evidence  afforded  in  the  cases 
recorded  in  favour  of  the  theory  that  it  is  a  frequent  source  of 
typhus. 

In  the  winter  of  1869-70  there  were  very  few  cases  of  small-pox 
reported,  but  in  December  last  they  commenced  to  appear,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  there  had  been  14  cases  admitted  into  the 
Government  Civil  Hospital,  and  46  into  the  Seamen's  Hospital, 
besides  seven  in  the  Gaol.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
disease  has  been  rapidly  approaching  an  epidemic  form,  in  spite  of 
every  precaution  taken  by  the  police  to  prevent  it  spreading. 

No  other  epidemic  visited  the  Colony  during  the  past  year. 

I.— The  Police. 

Although  both  the  rate  of  sickness  and  the  rate  of  mortality  of  this 
Force  have  been  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  it  is  not  much 
above  what  it  was  in  1868,  nor  greatly  in  excess  of  the  average  rate. 
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Ufm  KdiTB.  Table  I.  shows  the  number  of  admissions  into,  aod  deaths  in,  the 
"""^  hospital,  of  members  of  the  Polioe  Foroe,  during  every  month  of  1870. 
The  greatest  number  of  admissions  took  place  in  August,  but  the 
greatest  number  of  Europeans  were  admitted  in  June. 

Table  II.  shows  the  rate  per  cent  of  sickness  and  mortality  of  tbe 
Force  durins  the  same  year. 

Table  III.  shows  the  state  of  the  health  of  tbe  troops  sernng 
in  Hong  Kong  during  the  year  1870  not  to  ha?e  been  so  good  as  in 
1869,  nor  to  compare  as  fiivourably  with  that  of  the  polioe  as  it  did 
in  the  previous  year* 

II. — The  Govebkment  Civil  Hospital. 

There  is  no  institution  in  this  Colony  with  which  I  am  connected 
that  I  have  less  satisfaction  in  referring  to.  I  do  not  complain  of 
the  management,  or  the  staflf  of  the  hospital,  for  under  Dr.  Young's 
vigilant  superintendence  the  results  are  most  satisfactory,  but  toe 
building  is  quite  unfit  for  Uie  purpose  to  which  it  is  applied,  both  in 
reffard  to  sizii  ani  consti-uction.  During  the  past  year  no  less  than 
1,296  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  present  structure,  which  is  neither 
large  enough  for,  nor  adapted  to,  the  treatment  of  one-third  of  that 
number.  'Inhere  is,  therefore,  great  reason  for  thankfulness  that  tbe 
rate  of  mortality  has  been  less  than  In  the  previous  year,  althougfa 
it  exceeded  that  of  1868. 

Table  V.,  which  gives  the  rate  of  mortality  during  the  last  twelve 
yeara,  distinguishing  that  of  Europeans  from  coloured  persons  and 
Chinese,  shows  at  a  glance  that  the  general  mortality  has  not 
reached  the  average,  except  in  the  case  of  coloured  persons ;  tliat 
the  rate  of  mortality  is  still  much  higher  than  it  was  in  1868  among 
Europeans,  somewhat  lower  among  colonized  persons,  and  about  tlie 
same  as  it  was  that  year  among  Chinese. 

By  examining  Table  lY.,  which  gives  tbe  number  of  admissions 
into,  and  the  mortality  in  this  hospital  during  the  year  1870,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  admissions  have  increased  under  the  heading  of 
small-pox,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  fevers,  gonorrhoea,  vertigo, 
pneumonia,  pleuro-pneumonia  and  pleuritis,  hepatitis  and  spliniUa, 
drunkenness,  and  lastly  impostors.  The  increased  mortality  resulted 
from  small-pox,  remittent  and  typhoid  fever,  dropsy,  pneumonia, 
hepatitis  and  abscess  of  the  liver,  anosmia,  fractures,  and  gun-shot 
wounds.  There  have  been  fewer  admissions  from  phthisis,  paralysis, 
and  delirium  tremens,  bronchitis,  colic,  and  notably  both  fewer  admis- 
sions and  deaths  from  jaundice  and  from  all  forms  of  wounds,  except 
gun-shot  wounds.  There  have  also  been  fewer  moribund  persons 
sent  to  hospital,  many,  doubtless,  having  been  taken  to  the  '"I-tze.** 

Table  IX.  shows  the  number  of  admissions  into,  and  deaths  in, 
the  Government  Civil  Hospital  during  every  month  of  1870. 

During  the  year  six  invalids  were  sent  home  by  the  Harbour 
Master  and  the  United  States'  Consul,  and  I  understand  they  all 
arrived  in  safety  at  their  destination. 

Table  VI,  A,  B,  and  C,  kindly  sent  to  me  by  the  Resident 
Surgeon,  Dr.  Adams,  gives  similar  information  in  reference  to  the 
Seamen's    Hospital    as   the  preceding  Tables  give  for  tbe  Civil 
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Hospitel.    The  reault  of  treatroent  has  heen  emioently  snocewful   Hum  KoMi. 
during  the  year,  and  the  Tables  are  exceedingly  witiifactory  in         """^ 
ooDsequence. 

m.— The  Gaol. 

Table  VTI.  shows  the  number  of  admissions  into  the  Croal 
Hospital,  and  the  deaths  there,  during  the  year  1870. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  rate  of  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  Gaol 
Hospital,  as  compared  with  the  total  number  of  prisoners^  and  with 
the  number  treated  during  the  year  1870.  By  this  Table  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  prisoners  is  greater  than  in  1869, 
that  the  rate  of  sickness  was  also  greater,  but  the  rate  of  mortality 
25  per  cent  less  than  in  the  previous  year — less  in  absolute  number 
than  I  have  recorded  since  1859,  when  there  was  a  total  of  2,484 
prisoners,  a  daily  average  of  239,  and  4  deaths. 

The  numbers  imprisoned  in  Victoria  Gaol  during  the  past  year 
were — 

Enropeans 1,099 

Indiaiis   -        -        -        -        -    -        155 

Chinese 3,051 


Total-        .        .    -    4,805 

The  daily  average  was  482,  of  which  number  only  4  died.  In 
1869  the  daily  average  was  465,  the  total  number  during  the  year 
4,122,  and  the  deaths  5. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners  is 
entirely  among  Europeans,  for  refusal  of  duty  and  similar  cases, 
and  that  the  number  of  Chinese  and  coloured  prisoners  is  even  less 
than  in  1869. 

In  1869  the  greatest  number  any  one  day  in  gaol  was  on  the 
10th  February,  when  there  were — 

Enropeans      .        •        *        ^        .      85 

Indians 18 

Chinese  .        -        ^        -        -        -    401 

Total     -        -        -    -    564 

The  smallest  number  in  prison  was  on  the  8rd  December,  when 
there  were — 

Europeans 70 

Indians       -        -        -        -        -    -       18 

Chinese 304 

Total     -        -        .    -    892 

During  the  past  year  both  the  maximum  and  minimum  number 
of  prisoners  have  been  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.     Thus  tlie 
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Hoyo  Kong.    Greatest  number  coufined  on  any  one  day  in  1870  was  on  the  31st 
August,  when  there  were — 

Europeans       -        -        -        -        •    113 

Indices       -        -        -        -        -    -       13 

Chmeee 449 

ToUJ     .        -        -    -    675 

The  smallest  number  in  gaol  during  the  same  year  was  on  the 
17th  March,  when  there  were — 

Europeans       -----      78 

Tniii^niy         -  -  -  -  •     -         14 

Chinese 838 

Total     .        -        .    -    430 

The  greatest  amount  of  sickness  occurred  on  the  31st  August, 
when  there  were : 


Hospital  eases-        •        -        -        -        6 
:  cases       -        -        -        -    -      20 


Hospital 
Trimng< 


Total-        .        -        -      26 


The  smallest  amount  of  sickness  was  recorded  on  the  11th  No- 
vember, when  there  were — 

Hospital  cases-        -        -        -        -        0 
Trifling  cases      -        -        -        -    -        8 

Total-        -        -        -        8 

There  is  very  little  to  record  in  reference  to  the  sickness  of  the 
past  year  in  this  institution.  Three  of  the  four  deaths  which  occurred 
arose  from  fever,  the  fourth  being  a  case  of  sun-stroke  in  an  Euro- 
pean. The  building  is  neatness  itself,  and  as  lon^  as  its  manage- 
ment continues  in  the  able  hands  of  Mr.  Douglas,  it  must  remain  a 
model  of  good  order,  and  perfect  discipline,  combined  with  as  much 
kindness  and  consideration,  as  the  control  of  such  a  number  of 
criminals  will  admit  of. 


IV.— The  Lock  Hospital. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  entered  so  fully  into  the  question  of 
the  working  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Ordinance,  and  this  esta- 
blishment, tnat  I  need  do  little  more,  on  the  present  occasion,  than 
refer  to  the  statistics  contained  in  Tables  A,  B,  C,  and  D  of  the 
Appendix.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  great  improvement  has  taken 
place  during  the  past  year.  In  the  two  hospitals,  the  percentage  of 
contagious  diseases  contracted  in  Hong  Eong  to  all  admissions,  was 
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3*96,  against  nearly  double  that  amount  in  1869.     In  the  garrison,    HoNaKoKo. 

the  percentage  of  primary  disease  to  the  total  strength  was  reduced         

to  5 '51,  against  6*83  in  1869,  and  among  the  British  ships  of  war 
which  have  visited  this  port  during  the  past  year,  only  11  o  cases  of 
contagious  disease  were  contracted  in  Hong  Kong.  In  the  Police  a 
similar  improvement  has  taken  place,  and  the  percentage  of  infection 
has  been  reduced  from  16 •  66  in  1869  to  13-  75  in  1870.  Again,  in 
turning  to  Table  X.,  we  find  that  the  type  of  the  disease  is  under- 

going  a  steady  improvement,  under  the  strict  surveillance  to  which 
le  women  are  subjected ;  the  average  number  of  days  of  treatment 
having  further  diminished  from  24  •  8  in  1869  to  23  •  1  in  1870.  The 
whole  of  these  Tables,  as  well  as  Table  XIV.,  convey  a  large 
amount  of  information,  and  will  well  repay  a  careful  study. 

I  have  added,  in  Appendix  £  and  I;  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
Deputy  Inspector-General  Pottinger,  of  H.  M.'s  Naval  Hospital ; 
and  statistics  from  Surgeon  Bamsay  of  H.  M.'3  75th  Regiment,  in 
reference  to  the  freedom  of  the  men  of  his  regiment  from  contagious 
disease.  The  evidence  of  these  gentlemen  is  extremely  valuable 
and  gratifying  to  myself,  under  whose  care  the  medical  examinations 
have  been  carried  on  for  the  past  twelve  years.  Both  gentlemen 
have  had  experience  of  Hong  Kong,  and  known  what  ^^  l£ng  Kong 
Disease  "  was  before  the  introduction  of  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Ordinance  into  the  Colony ;  and  both  agree  as  to  the  great  contrast. 
Dr.  Pottinger  says :  ^^  Judging  from  my  own  experience,  I  should 
say  that  syphilis  has  all  but  disappeared  from  the  Colony."  Dr. 
Bamsay  Mrrites:  *^I  may  add  that  during  an  experience  of  16  years 
as  an  army  medical  oflScer  in  all  climates,  I  have  not  seen  a  similar 
immunity." 

Dr.  rottinger  refers  to  my  method  of  examination  and  says: 
*^  The  instruments  used  by  ^ou  are  admirably  adapted  for  bringing 
"into  view  the  parts,  including  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  very  quicLly, 
'*  thoroughly,  and  without  the  least  pain  to  the  female."  Deputy 
Inspector  Dr.  Bernard  wrote  to  me  in  1868 :  '^  I  was  much  struck 
"  by  the  method  adopted  by  you,  combining  as  it  does  an  efficient 
"  searching  inspection  with  great  rapidity  of  execution,  and  appearing 
"to  me  much  better  than  that  made  with  the  ordinary  speculum. 
Dr.  Hefieman,  Deputy  Inspector-Gteneral,  writing  in  regard  to  the 
same  matter,  refers  to  these  instruments  thus :  "  I  have  witnessed 
"this  examination  as  carried  out  by  you  here,  and  consider  it  to  be 
"done  most  efiectually."  Surgeon  Major  Bamier,  of  the  French 
frigate  'Guerriere,'  who  had  great  experience  in  France,  after 
expresang  his  opinion  as  to  the  "  pen  de  gravite  et  du  petit  nombre 
"  des  cas  de  sypnilis  contractes  par  les  Europeens  dans  cette  ville," 
says  in  reference  to  these  instruments :  "  J'ai  vu  examiner  ces 
"femmes  avec  un  instrument  invente  par  le  Docteur  Murray, 
**  Colonial  Sui^eon,  et  j'ai  constate  cue  Temploi,  d'ailleurs  tres 
"fiacile,de  cette  instrument,  permet  d'examiner  en  moyenne  trois 
"femmes  par  minute."  I  have  only  to  add  that  Dr.  Newton,  who 
has  charge  of  the  Lock  Hospitals  and  the  prevention  of  syphilis  in 
Japan,  uses  no  other  instruments,  and  writes  of  them :  "  luey  are 
"such  effective  instruments,  much  superior  to  any  kind  of  speculum." 

I  shall  be  glad  to  find  that  the  value  of  these  instruments,  which  a 
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Hww  K6M.  twelve  years*  daily  use  has  enabled  me  to  perfect,  is  appreciated  by 
""■"  the  Profession,  and  that  they  are  brought  into  general  use,  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  imagine  anythhig  that  could  be  used  better  adapted  to 
the  purpose  for  which  mev  are  intended,  or  more  likdy  to  ftualitate 
the  carrying  out  of  the  Cfrdinance  with  advantage.  The  two  points 
I  have  constantlv  kept  in  view  being  rajjiditjr  of  employment  eombined 
with  an  effectual  and  searching^  examination,  I  believe  that  I  have 
succeeded  in  attaining  these  objects.  This,  however,  is  no  place  in 
which  to  describe  the  mstruments  themselves. 

Table  XI.  shows  the  approximative  estimate  of  the  mortality 
among  the  foreign  residents  m  Hong  Kong  during  the  past  thirteen 
years.  It  does  not  include  deaths  among  soldiers,  sailors,  whether 
of  the  Navy  or  Merchant  Service,  nor  those  buried  from  the  hospitals, 
who  are  usually  non-residents.  It  has  no  pretension  to  accuracy,  nor 
can  it  be  any  more  thfm  approximative!  until  some  system  of  regis- 
tration of  deaths  is  introduced.  This  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  really  of  more  interest  to  every  resident  in  the 
Cohmy  than  is  generally  supposed,  for  until  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
proper  statistics  of  the  actual  mortalitv  and  the  cause  of  death,  in 
all  cases,  a  valuable  aid  is  withdrawn  from  the  medical  practitioner 
in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

Table  XII.  gives  the  usual  information  regarding  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  attached  to  this  Department 

Table  AlII.  shows  the  annual  mean  state  of  the  atmosphere  daring 
the  year  1870,  as  recorded  at  tfie  Government  Civil  Hospital. 

J.    I.    MUBHAY,    M.D.,^ 

Colonial  Sui^geon. 


Sir,  Hong  Kong.  February  28, 1871* 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  Annua)  Report  on 
the  schools  in  this  Colony  under  Government  supervisioi^  dunng  the 
year  1870. 

S.  The  state  in  which  these  schools  are  will  be  best  seen  by  con^ 
sidering  them  under  the  following  division : — ^The  Central  &hool, 
the  Village  Schools  supported  by  Government,  and  the  schoola 
receiving  grants  in  aid. 

3.  A  reference  to  the  Tables  whioh  are  subjoined  will  show  that 
the  Central  School  continues  to  maintain  its  ground  in  point  of  num« 
berg,  the  average  for  the  year  being  a  little  higher  than  for  any 

Erevious  year.  Apprehensions  of  a  fSling  off  in  the  attendance  may 
e  said  to  have  disanpeared.  The  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
Colony  can  hardly  fall  to  a  lower  ebb  than  it  has  been  at  during  the 
last  few  years,  and,  this  being  so,  and  the  boys  looking  forward  solely 
to  mercantile  employment,  aepression  of  trade,  unless  carried  to  a 
much  further  extent  than  has  yet  been  experienced,  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  interfere  with  the  prosperity  of  the  schooL  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  is  an  indioation  of  some  appreciation  of  the  school  for 
its  own  sake  rather  than  for  any  mere  money-making  for  which  it 
may  be  considered  a  preparation, 
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4.  The  highest  attendance  was  in  June,  when  there  were  248  on    HonoKom. 
the  roll  for  the  month.    The  lowest  was  in  January,  when  the  number 

was  208.  The  averafe  for  the  year  was  287.  There  is  very  little 
cause  for  complaint  &o\it  irregularity.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
anywhere  a  scnool  of  the  size  more  regularly  attended.  Sickness  is 
the  principal  cause  of  absence,  but  even  that  prevails  to  a  very  small 
extent  The  only  absences  which  cause  annoyance  are  those  neces- 
sitated bv  some  family  matter,  a  marriage  or  a  funeral.  In  such  a 
case,  nothing  less  than  a  month  is  thought  sufficient,  and,  sometimes, 
no  persuasion,  not  even  a  threat^  avails  to  reduce  the  period  of  leave 
below  six  weeks.  Nothing  could  more  clearly  show  the  extraordi- 
narily little  value  which  the  Chinese  set  upon  time,  excent,  perhaps, 
what  is  seen  at  some  of  the  villages,  where  many  of  tne  children 
leave  school  at  the  end  of  the  tenth  month,  because  it  is  then  the 
end  of  the  year.  Of  recent  years,  the  number  of  long  absences  has 
heen  decreasing,  and  this  is  probably  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  fact  that  tue  school  holidays  are  fixed  to  suit  the  two  most 
important  Chinese  holidays,  those^  namely,  at  the  New  Year  and  the 
Tomb  Festival. 

5.  The  greatest  number  of  absentees  was  in  August,  when  they 
amounted  to  17 ;  but  of  these  13  were  absent  from  continued  ilN 
ness.  The  smallest  number  was  in  February,  when  there  were  5, 
of  whom  3  were  sick.  The  averaffe  number  of  such  absentees  for 
the  year  was  12  per  month.  Takmg  all  things  into  consideration, 
this  number  is  exceedingly  limited. 

6.  The  result  of  the  year's  work,  was,  as  usual,  tested  by  written 
examinations  in  all  the  classes.  A.paper  is  set  on  each  subject  which 
the  class  has  been  taught  during  the  year,  and  those  who  get  less 
tbau  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  marks  assigned  to  the  subjects 
of  their  class  are  considered  as  having  failed.  The  total  number  of 
such  failures  in  the  six  English  classes  was  20,  or  an  average  of 
about  3  to  each  class.  Even  this  proportion,  though  small,  is  not 
due  entirely  to  idleness,  but  arises,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  from 
promotion  to  a  higher  class  but  a  few  months  before  the  examination. 
Another  cause  of  failure  is  found  in  the  case  of  boys  other  than 
Chinese.  These,  knowing  but  little  of  Chinese,  lose  the  marks 
assigned  for  translation  from  and  into  that  language. 

7.  It  would  occupy  too  much  space  either  to  give  the  examination 
lists  and  papers,  or  to  analyze  them  minutely.  They  are,  however, 
all  recorded,  and  are  available  at  any  time  when  required.  The 
boys  themselves  take  great  interest  in  these  lists.  Tney  carefully 
note  the  number  of  marks  they  have  gained  in  each  particular  sub- 
ject, and  take  them  as  a  guide  to  future  study.  The  masters,  too, 
look  forward  to  the  results  with  no  little  anxiety,  as  thev  find  in  them 
a  test  of  their  success  or  failure  In  teaching.  The  work  of  examina- 
tion is  necessarily  very  laborious,  but  what  is  gained  by  it  more  than 
compensates  for  the  unusual  exertion. 

8.  The  first  or  highest  class  was  examined  in  ten  subjects, — 
Algebra,  Arithmetic,  Chemistry,  Dictation,  English  Composition, 
Geoffraphy,  Geometry,  Grammar,  Translation  from  Chinese  into 
English,  and  Translation  from  English  into  Chinese.  The  total 
number  of  marks  assigned  to  these  subjects  was  780,  and  the  marks 
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Hongkong,  gained  by  the  first  six  on  the  list  were  respectively  683,  669,  669, 
655,  643,  and  633.  After  these,  nine  had  over  500,  six  over  400, 
and ybur  over  360  marks. 

9.  The  other  classes  were  examined  on  the  same  subjects, — 
Algebra,  Chemistry,  and  Geometry  excepted, — these  being  confined, 
at  present,  exclusively  to  the  senior  class.  The  general  result  of  the 
examinations,  previously  referred  to,  must  suffice,  in  this  Report,  for 
indicating  the  way  in  which  these  classes  passed. 

10.  The  Chemistry  class,  after  a  full  year's  experience,  can  now 
be  reported  on  with  some  confidence.  The  course  for  the  year 
embraced  the  most  important  of  the  non-metallic  elements.  No 
text-book  has  as  yet  been  used,  and  it  is  a  doubtful  point  whether 
one  should  be  used,  because  the  oral  instruction  given  both  ensures 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  class,  and  is  also  a  test  of  their  knowledge 
of  English,  the  only  language  which  is  spoken.  The  class  has  been 
conducted  in  this  way : — On  Saturday  a  lesson  is  given  with  experi- 
ments. On  Monday  the  boys  brin^  in  English  an  account  of  what 
they  have  heard  and  seen, — an  exercise  which  serves  the  double  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  lesson  on  their  minds  and  of  practising  them  in 
composition.  In  the  course  of  the  week,  an  hour  is  devoted  to  oral 
examination  on  the  last,  and  a  revisal  of  the  preceding,  subjects. 
There  can  be  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  part  of  the  school  work 
is  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  if  one  may  judge  by  the  papers  written 
at  the  exammation,  not  unprofited  by. 

11.  The  three  junior  classes  are  now  taught  the  elements  of 
Music,  but  this  has  oeen  too  lately  introduced  to  permit  of  any  report 
on  the  progress  made.  One  lesson  of  one  hour  a  week  is  all  that 
has  yet  been  attempted,  although  it  is  very  questionable  if  such  short 
time  gives  either  class  or  subject  tsir  play.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
impossible  at  the  Central  School,  where  a  Leiuguaffe  has  to  be  acquired, 
to  give  the  same  time  to  such  subjects  as  is  given  in  schools  where 
only  one  language  is  required  of  the  scholars,  and  that  their  mother- 
tongue. 

12.  Drawing  will  be  commenced  in  the  three  senior  classes  as  soon 
as  the  materials  arrive  from  Ensland.  There  will  then  be  an  extra 
subject  for  each  of  the  English  masters, — ^for  the  Head  Master 
Chemistry,  for  the  Second  Master  Drawing,  and  for  the  Third  Master 
Music.  I  need  not  say  that  these  will  oe  treated  strictly  as  extra 
subjects.  Nothing  must  be  allowed  to  interfere  with,  or  at  least  to 
impede,  the  learning  of  English. 

13.  The  number  of  boys  other  than  Chinese  is  gradually  increas- 
ing, and,  in  a  few  years,  will  necessitate  another  master  and  an 
addititional  class-room.  There  are  now  5  English,  2  Portuguese, 
2  Japanese,  and  14  Indian  boys.  The  number  of  half-caste  boys, 
too,  has  lately  increased*  considerably.  With  this  diflerence,  that 
they  are  of  a  livelier  temperament,  owm^  probably  to  a  less  restrained 
up-bringing,  and  that  they  can  enunciate  more  easily  and  clearly 
than  their  Chinese  schoolfellows,  due  no  doubt  to  their  beingaecus- 
tomed  from  their  infancy  to  the  jargon  which  passes  for  English 
here,  there  is  not  much  to  distinguish  them  from  those  of  purely 
Chinese  descent.  If  anything,  they  are  rather  worse  to  manage, 
but  when  one  considers  the  extreme  docility  of  Chinese  boys,  this 
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trait  scarcely  deserves  a  passing  notice.    A  school  of  Chinese  boys  is    Honq  Koko. 
a  disciplinarian's  paradise. 

14.  in  the  course  of  the  year  95  boys  left  school.  Of  these,  40 
are  in  business,  some  as  interpreters,  some  as  clerks,  some  as  assist- 
ant compradores,  some  as  assistants  in  Chinese  shops,  some  as 
brokers,  printers,  and  so  on.  Some  have  gone  to  California,  some 
to  Japan,  others  to  Tientsin,  Shanghai,  Foochow,  Canton,  Macao, 
Saigon,  Annam,  and  Bombay,  while  25,^  remain  in  Hong, Kong.  Of 
the  remainder,  8  left  on  account  of  sickness,  18  left  the  Colony 
alon^  with  their  parents,  14  were  removed  from  the  roll  principally 
for  uregularities,  6  went  to  Chinese  schools,  6  left  for  causes 
unknown,  1  was  poor,  1  died,  and  1  was  married.  Why  the  last 
should  have  considered  himself  excused  it  is  difficult  to  say,  for 
nearly  all  in  the  first  class  and  many  of  those  in  the  second  are 
married. 

15.  There  is  nothing  special  to  report  in  connection  with  the 
Chinese  classes.  They  are  three  in  number,  and  under  three  very 
competent  masters.  The  same  time  b  devoted  to  Chinese  as  to 
English,  that  is,  four  hours  a  day  to  each.  Every  effort  is  made,  bv 
wedily  revisals  and  occasional  examinations,  to  ensure  as  much 
attention  to  this  part  of  the  work  as  to  that  of  the  English  classes ;  and 
this  is  the  more  necessary,  as  a  good  deal  of  latent  opporition  has  to 
be  encountered  in  the  teaching  of  Chinese  in  the  school.  The  people 
have  very  deeply-rooted  notions  of  their  own  as  to  the  selection  of 
masters  and  the  number  of  scholars  whom  one  master  should  teach ; 
and  teaching  by  classes,  while  admitted  to  be  ver^  good  in  the  teach- 
ing of  English,  is  declared  to  be  altogether  unsmtable  for  the  teach- 
ing of  Chinese.  Patience  and  perseverance  will  enable  the  school 
to  outlive  these  prejudices. 

16.  The  Preparatory  Class,  which  was  established  to  secure  a 
certain  knowledge  of  both  English  and  Chinese  before  admission  into 
the  regular  classes,  has  given  proof  of  the  usefulness  which  was 
expected  of  it  The  mastership  of  this  class  is  given  as  a  reward  to 
one  of  the  best  scholars  taught  in  the  school.  Under  him  the  boys 
learn  the  elements  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  English  classes ;  and  under  one  of  the  Chinese  masters, 
who  take  this  class  alternately,  they  are  prepared  for  the  Chinese 
classes. 

17.  The  school  fees  for  the  year  amounted  to  $1,701*65,  of 
which  the  sum  of  $1,460*75  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and 
$240*90,  being  ttie  fees  paid  by  the  Treparatory  Class,  went  to  the 
payment  of  the  teacher  of  that  class. 

18.  There  only  remains,  imder  this  division,  to  acknowledge,  on 
behalf  of  the  school  in  general  and  of  successful  scholars  in  particular, 
the  liberality  of  the  Honourable  0.  C.  Smith,  Dr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Hayllard,  Mr.  Gerrard,  Mr.  Vfai  Kwong,  and  Mr.  Kwok  Cheung, 
who  added  so  largely  to  the  Prize  Fund.  While  there  is,  no  doubt, 
a  good  deal  of  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  boys,  due  to  a  desire  for 
respectable  and  lucrative  employment,  the  incentive  to  diligence 
produced  by  the  valuable  prizes  which  are  given  annually  is  of  the 
most  marked  character.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that 
next  year  the  list  of  donors  will  be  considerably  increased.    These 
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HAM  Kow.  tad  oU^n  of  the  community  would  add  greatly  to  their  kindneM  by 
*~~  coming  and  making  personal  experience  of  what  the  boys  can  or 
eanaot  do.  It  U  matter  of  regret  that  while  so  many  give  libentlly, 
80  few  eare  to  come  and  judge  of  the  school  for  themselTos.  Ilns 
is  not  said  from  any  desire  to  parade  the  8dux)l,  than  whicb  nothing 
could  be  more  distasteful ;  but  it  is  not  unnatural  to  wish  tbai  the 
pablio  knew  exactly  what  an  iimtitution  is  worth  which  needs  $o  large 
a  sum  of  the  public  money  for  its  support 

19.  The  Village  8cbooiSf  which  are  free  schools  supported  entirely 
by  GoTsmmenty  are  twelve  in  number.  They  stand  in  the  following 
order  of  efficiencyi  as  totted  by  an  examination  of  each  school : — 


1.  Stanley. 

2.  Sai-ving  P'un  (Fiin^i). 
8.  Girls'  School. 

4.  Bowrington. 

6.  8ai-ying  PMn  (Hak-ka). 

6.  Webster's  Orescent. 


7.  Tang-lung  Chan  (Punti). 

8.  Aberdeen. 

9.  West  End. 

10.  Tang-lung  Chan  (Hak-ka). 

11.  Wong-nai  Ch'ung. 

12.  BMnAd  Wdn. 


20.  These,  as  has  been  said  in  previous  Reports^  are  Chinese 
schools,  pure  and  simple.  Chinese  books  alone  are  used,  and  the 
mode  of  mttruction  is  such  as  would  be  found  in  any  native  village 
school  in  China.  But  this  has  been  too  ofien  noticed  to  need  repe* 
tition. 

il.  The  sreat  aim  in  the  supervision  of  these  schools  is  to  see  thai 
what  is  tau^t  is  taught  methodically  and  well,  that  regulariW,  and 
especially  punctuality,  be  attended  to,  and  that  cleanliness  ne  not 
forgotten.  It  would  perhaps  be  di£Bcult  to  fix  any  precise  amoiwt  of 
improvement  from  one  year  to  another ;  but,  on  looking  back  over  the 
last  nine  years,  evidences  of  progress  are  not  wanting.  The  Qiinese 
are  very  sbw  to  appreciate  anything  which  is  not  precisely  as  they 
are  accustomed  to  it,  and  in  nothinff  is  th^ir  conservatism  so  apparent 
as  in  education.  Foreigners  may  know  something  of  other  matters, 
espedally  if  they  have  reference  to  trade,  but,  in  the  matt^  of 
education,  the  dullest  villager  and  the  most  ignorant  boat^wonoan 
loudly  proclaim  their  superiority,  without  the  slightest  suspicion  of  its 
being  questioned.  They  know  exactly  what  books  their  children  are 
to  read,  and  when  and  bow  they  are  to  be  read,  the  opinion  of  all 
foreigners  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

22.  The  school  building  are  good  and  suitable,  except  those  at 
Bowrington  and  Stanley.  I  had  k)ped  to  see  these  two  reappear  on 
the  estimates.  A  new  school- house  at  Stanley  is  greatly  needed,  but 
one  at  Bowrington  is  an  absolute  necessity,  as  has  been  pointed  out 
on  previous  occasions.  The  number  of  scholars  taught  at  the  school 
dunng  the  year  was  92*  The  highest  number  an  the  roll,  on  any 
one  month,  was  76,  the  lowest,  56,  and  63  was  ihe  average  for  the 
year.  Yet  this  large  number  has  to  be  accommodated  in  the  upper 
floor  of  a  small,  low-roofed,  ill-yentilated  Chinese  house.  I  cannot 
forego  this  opportunity  of  once  more  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  the  erection  of  the 
proposed  school-house  at  Bowrington. 

23.  Three  masters  died  in  the  course  of  the  year — those  at 
8b4u*ki  W^,  at  tiie  Hak-ka  school  at  Tang-lung  Chau,  and  at  the 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  aSR  1UJI8IY'$  colonial  POSSSSSIOIfS.  51 

Pun-ti  flchool  at  Sai-ying  P'lin.     The  last  had  been  a  Government    ^^***  ^^'"'^ 

schoolmaster  for  upwards  of  10  years,  and  had  always  a  very  good 

school.    There  was  one  dismissaly  that  of  the  master  at  Shdu-ki  w  4n, 

the  predecessor  of  tlie  one  that  died.  This  has  always  been  a  wretched 

school  as  regards  attendance.    It  was  thought  advisable,  as  the 

Hak4tas  showed  so  little  appreciation  of  it,  to  allow  the  Piin-tis  a 

chance ;  but  last  year's  experience  does  not  insfrire  much  confidence 

as  to  the  benefit  of  the  change.    The  schools  at  Aberdeen  and 

Woug-nai  Ch'ung  are  continual  sources  of  disappointment,  but  they 

are  ^od  schools  when  compared  with  the  one  at  Shau-ki  Wan. 

24.  The  Ptin-ti  school  at  Tang-lung  Chau,  after  being  for  many 
years  at  the  head  of  the  Village  Schoms,  has  lately  been  very  unfor- 
tunate. For  situation,  the  healthiest,  apparently,  of  all  the  schools, 
no  fewer  than  three  masters  have  died  within  the  short  period  since 
the  new  school  was  opened.  Other  masters  of  the  school  have  had 
long  periods  of  serious  illness,  and  several  of  the  scholara,  have  died. 
As  death  after  death  occurs,  the  superstitious  feai*s  of  the  children 
are  increased,  and  the  withdrawals  become  more  and  more  numerous. 
There  is  no  apparent  remedy  for  this,  but  a  change  for  the  better  is 
greatly  desiderated. 

25.  The  schools  in  receipt  of  grants  in  aid  are  now  11  in  number. 
Five  were  added  during  the  year.  These  are  the  schools  at  Shek 
Shdn,  Hok  tJn,  Yau-ma  Ti,  Ma-f  au  Ch'ung,  and  the  Hak-ka  school 
at  T'o-kwa  Wan.  The  whole  may  be  arranged  in  the  following 
order : — 


1.  Ap-li  Ohau. 

2.  Ma-t'aa  Ts'tin. 

3.  T'o-kwa  Wto  (Hak^ka). 

4.  Little  Hong  Kong. 

5.  Ma-t*au  Oh'ung. 

6.  Mong  Eok. 


7.  Yau-ma  Ti. 

8.  Hok  ttn. 

9.  Hung  Horn. 

10.  T'o-kwa  Wdn. 

11.  Shek  Sh&a. 


26.  Ap-li  Chau^  which  in  1869  had  simply  a  free  site,  received 
last  Year  a  grant  in  aid,  the  site  being  abandoned.  This  is  by  far 
the  best  of  these  scIu)ol8,  and  if  dassified  with  the  whole  of  the 
village  schools,  without  regard  to  grant  or  otherwise,  would  stand 
ninth  in  order.  The  highest  number  of  scholars  on  the  roll  was  41, 
and  the  lowest  30.     The  regular  attendance  averaged  31. 

27.  These  schools  differ  from  the  ordinary  village  schools  simply 
in  this,  that  the  villagers  provide  the  school-house  and  select  the 
master,  who  gets,  or  is  supposed  to  get,  one  half  of  his  salary  in 
kind  from  the  parents  of  bis  scholars,  and  the  other  half,  amounting 
to  60  dollars  a  year,  from  Qovemment 

28.  It  was  thought,  at  the  commencement,  that  this  system  of 
grants  in  aid  would  meet  many  difficulties,  and  might  probably  be 
extended  in  time  to  all  the  village  schools.  It  enables  the  villagers 
to  choose  their  own  schoolmaster,  a  privilege  which  they  consider 
peculiarly  their  own,  and  which  they  very  reluctantly  resign.  It  was 
tbooght,  also,  that  by  having  to  provide  one-half  the  master's  salary, 
they  would  be  more  anidous  to  have  their  children  taught  by  way  of 
a  returo  for  the  upenso  incurred,  and  that  they  would  be  a  check  on 

P  2 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


52  BXPOBTS  BXHIBinNa  IHS:  VBEBSST  STATE 

Hoxo  KoHo.    the  master, — a  safeguard,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  so  unnecessary  as  it 
might  be. 

29.  These  hopes  are  a  long  way  from  their  realization.  Appli- 
cation for  a  srant  in  aid  in  too  many  cases  means  simply  a  source  of 
revenue  to  Uie  village.  Government  is  a  fair  object  for  plunder. 
The  want  of  a  school  is  first  discerned  by  a  needv  and  placeless  school- 
master. The  next  step  is  a  circuit  of  the  village,  full  of  promises 
of  many  sood  things  to  come.  The  next  is  a  petition,  composed  by 
himself  but  purporting  to  be  from  the  villagers,  setting  forth  the 
poverty  of  the  village  as  extreme,  the  ignorance  of  the  children  as 
appalhng,and  the  merits  of  the  aspiring  schoolmaster  as  unparalleled. 
The  last  step  is  a  deputation  for  the  presentation  of  the  petition.  All 
this  is,  outwardly,  as  it  should  be  ;  but,  behind  so  mudi  fair-seeming, 
there  has  been  no  lack  of  chicanery, — a  hard-driven  bargain  on  the 
part  of  the  villagers  for  so  much  hard  cash  for  the  privilege  of  teach- 
mg  their  children,  but  probably  taking  the  form  ot  so  much  rent  for 
the  school-house,  albeit  the  petition  distinctly  states  that  the  village 
provides  the  school-house  free. 

30.  When  the  master  is  appointed,  everything  goes  well  for  several 
months,  perhaps  for  the  whole  year ;  but,  by  that  time,  envy  has 
done  its  work.  Another  candidate  appears,  and  larger  promises  are 
made  or  exacted.  The  petition  is  now  to  the  effect  that  the  master 
is  as  bad  as  he  was  formerly  good,  and  that  the  new  candidate  is  the 
only  man  who  can  repair  the  injury  done  to  the  school.  When  any 
reluctance  is  shown  to  comply  witn  the  request,  it  is  pretty  plainly 
intimated  that  if  the  new  man  is  not  accepted  there  will  be  no 
children  at  school  next  year. 

31.  Something  of  this  nature  is  now  going  on  at  Little  Hong  Kong. 
The  master  there  was  the  people*s  choice  some  years  aco.  It  so 
happens  that  the  Ti-po  of  tne  village  has  a  son  who  aspires  to  the 
office  of  schoolmaster.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Ti-po 
headed  a  deputation  from  the  village  and  presented  a  petition  against 
the  present  schoolmaster,  and  in  favour  of  the  aspiring  one.  The 
catalogue  of  the  former's  demerits  was  long,  but  not  longer  than  that 
of  the  latter's  merits.  An  attempt  was  made  to  convince  the  depu- 
tation that  they  were  greatly  to  blame  for  not  making  the  charges  at 
the  time  the  faults  were  alleged  to  have  occurred,  thus  giving  an 
opportunity  of  incj^uiring  into  tnem.  They  had  no  time  to  come  and 
do  so,  was  all  their  answer. 

32.  The  schoolmaster  was  informed  of  what  had  been  done,  and 
probably  taxed  the  villagers  with  their  deceit,  for  they  soon  returned 
with  a  complete  change  of  argument  The  present  master  had 
enjoyed  the  salary  for  many  years,  and  it  was  now  time  that  another 
should  have  his  turn  of  it.  This  was  not  to  be  listened  to,  and  the 
deputation  was  plainly  told  so.  Shortly  after  the  Ti-po  returned 
alone,  and  wanted  to  know  definitely  whether  the  new  master  would 
be  accepted  or  not  When  told  that  he  certainly  would  not,  the  old 
man  retorted  so  impudently  that  there  should  then  be  no  scholars, 
that  nothing  but  bis  gray  hairs  saved  him  from  forcible  extrusion. 
A  scheme  of  a  similar  sort  is  understood  to  be  maturing  at  Ma-t'aa 
Ts'un,  As  has  been  often  said,  the  Government  is  the  obliged  party 
when  the  villagers  condescend  to  let  their  children  learn  to  read. 
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33.  Attention  is,  as  usual,  called  in  Table  YL  to  the  number    HongKono. 
of  uneducated  children  in  the  Colony.     This  is  done  simply  because 

it  is  well  to  have  such  a  fact  fairly  presented  and  fairly  looted  at.  If 
blame  is  attachable  to  anyone,  it  is  to  the  parents,  because  they  have 
only  to  show  the  slightest  willingness  to  have  their  children  taught,  to 
secure  attention  to  their  case.  It  will  probably  be  suflBciently  evi- 
dent from  what  has  already  been  said,  that  if  left;  to  themselves  the 
parents,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  have  no  great  desire  for  the 
instruction  of  their  children.  If  education  were  made  obligatory 
one  point  would  certainly  be  gained,  but  only  one.  The  extreme 
poverty  of  many  of  the  people  in  the  villages  and  in  boats  would 
throw  on  the  Government  the  onus  of  clothing  and  feeding,  as  well  as 
educating,  if  any  compulsory  scheme  were  enacted. 

34.  To  find  an  exact  parallel  to  the  state  of  things  here  we  must 
go  back  a  century  or  two  in  the  history  of  our  own  country.  Edu- 
cation there  has  not  had  its  present  extensive  diffusion  by  any  jM, 
It  has  been  a  gradual,  and  a  very  eradual,  process.  We  have  the 
whole  of  that  gradual  process  to  go  uirough  in  Hong  Kong,  although 
there  is  a  tendency  in  most  of  us  to  forget  or  ignore  that  fact,  and  to 
imagine  that  the  nineteenth  century  in  England  means  the  nineteenth 
century  in  Hong  Kong,  or,  which  comes  to  the  same  thing,  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  what  is  done  in  England  should  not  have  its  exact 
counterpart  here.  It  is  argued,  moreover,  that  education  is  vmver^aiL 
in  China,  and  that  the  poorest  "  Coolie  "  can  read  and  write.  This  is 
one  of  the  many  fallacies  which  prevail  on  the  subject  of  China  and 
its  people.  It  is  only  after  a  certain  sta^e  of  material  comfort  has 
been  reached  that  people  can  turn  their  tnoughts  to  anything  which 
is  not  material ;  and,  until  we  have  many  more  people  among  the 
poorer  classes  in  Hong  Kong  who  have  not  to  go  and  earn  a  meal 
before  they  can  eat  it,  it  is  almost  folly  to  discuss  comprehensive 
schemes  of  education  for  their  benefit.  Those  who  have  been  in  the 
way  of  visiting  the  villages  on  the  mainland  sa^  that  the  state  of 
Hong  Kons  is  not  peculiar.  Every  village  has  its  school,  but  only 
a  fraction  of  the  village  children  attend  it.  As  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment affords  them  no  assistance,  those  who  wish  their  children  taught 
must  take  the  whole  burden  of  the  schoolmaster's  salary  on  them- 
selves. This,  in  such  poverty-stricken  places,  excludes  the  veir  poor, 
who  are  by  far  the  majority  ;  and  if  poor  parents,  by  dint  of  much 
self-denial,  should  be  able  to  send  one  of  the  family  to  school,  it  is 
all  that  they  can  possibly  accomplish.  The  result  is  that,  while  ten 
or  twelve  may  be  found  in  the  school,  scores  of  children  are  to  be 
seen  on  the  hdl  sides  tending  the  cattle. 

35.  Perhaps  the  greatest  educational  want  in  Hong  Kong  is  that 
of  a  school,  or  schools,  for  European  and  American  children  of  both 
sexes.  In  spite  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  St.  Saviow's  College  and 
the  Convent,  many  residents  must  have  much  diflBculty  in  knowing 
how  to  get  their  children  taught.  The  school  need  not  be  a  free  one. 
After  the  preliminary  expenses  of  site  and  building,  with  which 
(Government  might  fairly  charge  itself,  the  fees  would  go  far  to 
make  the  school  self-supporting.  It  has  been  often  suggested  that 
the  Colouial  Chaplain  might  have  such  a  school  under  his  immediate 
care,  but  subject  to  Government  supervision.    Under  whatever  regu- 
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Ho!fo  Kovo.  lations  it  might  ultimately  be  placed,  such  a  school  is  Fery  miidi 
wanted,  and  it  is  matter  ol  astoniabinent  that  pareats  baye  not  long 
ago  made  a  strenuous  movement  in  this  direction. 

36.  I  have  only,  ia  conclusion,  to  add  that  I  should  be  Tery  glad  if 
Uie  state  of  the  village  schools  were  such  as  to  enable  me  to  pay  tbem 
fewer  than  monthly  visits.  As  the  Central  School  advances,  my  time 
is  more  and  more  required  in  it  As  each  additional  master  has 
been  added,  more  work  has  been  rendered  possible,  and  as  long  astk^ 
possible  is  not  actual,  a  school  is  not  in  the  state  in  which  it  ought 
to  be. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Hon.  J.  Gardiner  Austin,        (Signed)      Fredk.  Stewabt, 
&c.        &c.        &c.  Inqpeotor  of  Grovemment  Sehooh. 


GOVEBNMENT  NOTIFICATION. 


(No.  43.)  Colonial  Seeretary*s  Office,  Hong  Kong, 

March  6th,  1871. 
The   following  Report  of  the   Harbour    Master,   witli  returns 
annexed  for  the  year  1870,  is  published  for  general  information. 

By  command, 

J.  Gardiner  Austik, 
Cdonisl  Secretary. 


Harbour  Master's  Office,  Hong  Kong, 
Sir,  February  17,  1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  Annual  returns 
from  this  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  of  December,  1870, 
viz. : — 

Nos.  I.  to  XXI.  not  printed. 

XXII.  Comparative  statement  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony  from 
1859  to  1870,  mclusive. 

Shippinff. 

2.  In  my  last  Report  I  was  enabled  to  show  an  improved  state  of 
the  trade  of  the  Colony  as  compared  with  the  preoeding  year. 

3.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  tnat  the  year  under  review  exhibits  a 
still  further  improvement,  although  the  fortnightly  French  nuul  has 
ceased  running ;  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam-ship  Company  have 
not  as  yet  increased  the  number  of  their  vessels,  but  there  seems 
every  prospect  that  such  will  shortly  be  the  case. 

4.  The  gross  increase  of  ships  and  tonnage  on  the  year  1869  is 
2,433  vessels,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  311,028  tons.  Of  th^ 
increase,  there  are  20,543  tons  from  Great  Britain ;  48,34f9  tons 
from  India;  28,436  tons  from  Siam;  86,615  tons  from  Japan; 
32,166  tons  from  Macao;  and  109,594  tons  from  the  ports  in 
China  and  Formosa ;  whilst  from  other  places  there  is  a  decrease. 

5.  Of  the  ships  of  different  nations  arriving  at  this  port,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  those  under  the  British  flagi 
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coDiiitiog  of  133  veweU  aod  161,520  toos.  The  muttber  and  »o»»l»y* 
tonnage  of  T.essels  under  the  French  and  American  flags  have  also 
increased,  whilst  those  under  the  North-German  flag,  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  have  87  vessels  with  26,148  tons  less  than  in  1869, 
and  this  large  diminution  is  but  the  efiect  of  a  few  months' 
hostilities. 

6.  To  this  Report  I  have  appended  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
trade  of  the  Colony  during  the  several  years  I  have  been  connected 
with  Hong  Kong. 

7.  Some  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  necessity  for  having  increased 
the  number  of  employ^  in  the  Department  wrien  it  is  seen  that  the 
total  of  arrivals  and  departures  combined  in  1870,  is  62,572 
vessels,  and  5,864,514  tons,  as  against  2,179  vessels  and  1^164,640 
tons  in  1859 ;  or  2,771  per  oent  more  vessels'  movements  are  recorded 
and  403  per  cent,  more  tons  are  registered  now  than  in  the  year 
brought  forward,  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Junk  Trade, 

8.  In  my  last  Report  on  this  subject,  I  attributed  the  thes  falling 
oflT  of  this  trade  to  the  e&ct  of  the  Customs  stations  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Colwiy.  Whether  it  is  that  the  oflScers  in  charge  of  them  are 
less  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  or  that  brighter  days 
have  dawned  on  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  I  am 
unable  to  say,  beyond  that  the  latter  would  seem  probable.  But 
certain  it  is  that  trade  in  native  bottoms  has  increased,  and  now 
stands  at  its  highest  since  the  ''  Harbour  and  Coasts  Ordinance, 
*'  1866/'  was  introduced. 

9.  The  former  opponents  of  this  measure,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
now  rest  satisfied  that  its  anticipated  baneful  efiects  have  not  been 
realized,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  the  general  trade  of  the  Colony, 
whether  native  or  foreign,  is  in  a  highly  healthlv  condition,  and 
piracy,  once  so  rife  in  these  waters  and  their  neighbourhood,  is  now 
seldom,  if  ever,  heard  of. 

Emigration, 

10.  Under  this  heading  there  is  a  sensible  decrease,  aaiounting 
to  3,460  men,  1,549  women,  204  boys,  aixd  80  (^la. 

11.  The  ojqK)8ition  evinced  in  the  United  States  of  Aai^riiQa  to 
the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour  is  having  its  eflect,  wbetber  for 
good  or  eVil  remains  to  be  seen. 

12.  Emigration  under  contract  is  at  present  prohibited  at  H<MM[ 
Kong,  except  to  British  Possessions,  but  to  these  the  restriction  aM 
difficulties  are  so  great,  that  only  70  Chinese  left  for  Labuan  during 
the  year. 

(Signed)  '      H.  G.  Thomsktt^  R.N., 

Harbour  Master,  &Ci 
Hon.  J.  Gardiner  Austm, 
&o.        &c.        &c. 
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HoHO  KonQ.    XXII.— BaroBN  of  the  Abbitalb  of  Visskls  at  this  Pobt  firom  plaoes  outside  the 
—  CoLOKT  for  the  following  Yeasb. 


Brltiah. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

Yttn. 

V^U,    Ton.. 

No.  of       T#v»»« 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1859  -     -   - 

I860* 

1861  - 

1862 

1863  -     -   - 

1864 

1865  -     -  - 

1866 1 

1867t  -     -   - 

1868t 

1869t  -     -   - 

1870 1    - 

560 
737 
552 
636 
816 
1,043 
1,115 
856 

1,515 
1,327 
1,372 
1,505 

286,775 
430,185 
318,384 
316.706 
472,125 
649,162 
636,285 
522,825 

751,678/ 

621,645/ 
\ 

663,160/ 
\ 

824,680/ 

598   339.761 
797    443.014 
707   339,812 
764  ,  372,123 
1,006  1  422,799 
1,221    464,586 
1,091    426,974 
1,040  :  427,031 
931  1   443,148\ 
20,787§  1,367,702/ 
716  1  368,572\ 
25,457§  1.510,698/ 
851  1  464,802\ 
23,235§  1,397,446/ 
895  1   503,060\ 
25,491§  1,508,706/ 

1,158   620.536 
1,534   873,199 
1,259    658,196 
1,390  ;   688,829 
1,822    894,924 
2,264  1,013,748 
2,206   1,063,259 
1.896    949,856 

23,233  1  2,562,528 
27,500  !  2,501,815 
25,458  2,525,408 
27,891  2,836,436 

*  Includes  transports  daring  the  war. 
%  Includes  Canton  and  Macao  steamers. 


J  Trade  with  India  redoced. 
Cliluese  Junlcs. 

H.  G.  THOMSETT,  R.N., 

Harbour  Master,  &c. 


Labias. 


LABUAN. 


No.  3. 


No.  3. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Bulweb  to  The  Eabl  of 

Ejmbebley. 
(No.  10.) 
My  hoRD,  Government  House,  Labuan,  October  31, 1871. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
this  Colony  for  the  year  1870. 

2.  Some  delay  took  place  in  the  preparation  of  the  returns,  and 
they  were  unfortunately  not  completed  in  time  to  enable  Governor 
Hennessy  to  make  his  Report  upon  them  before  his  departure  on  the 
Snd  instant. 

3.  My  recent  arrival  in  the  Colony  prevents  me  from  ^ving  more 
than  a  brief  summary  of  the  principal  points  to  be  noticed  in  the 
returns 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        Hbnby  Bulwbr, 

&c.      &c.      Ac.  Governor. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  3. 


Labuan. 


^  EncloBure  In 

SUMMABY.  No.  8. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  amounted  in  1870  to  7,158Z.  18^.  Id. 
It  was  mainly  derived  from  Mxeise  Duties  and  Licences,  which  were 
fanned  out,  on  opium,  spirits,  tobacco,  pawnbroking,  ganja,  and  toddy. 
There  was  also  a  market  farm. 

These  farms  together  yielded  a  total  of  4,535Z.  during  the  year, 
showing  an  increase  of  894Z.  over  the  revenue  derived  from  iarms 
during  1869. 

A  salt  farm  and  a  gambler  farm  which  had  existed  in  1869  were 
abolished  for  1870. 

Another  source  of  revenue  was  from  the  sale  and  rental  of 
Crown  LandSy  which  produced  409Z.  7s.  8d.  To  this  mav  be  added 
159Z.  13^.  lid.,  being  amount  received  for  the  rent  of  houses  and 
of  other  property  of  the  Government  Under  the  head  of  Beim- 
bursements  in  aid  of  Expenses^  a  sum  of  1,420Z.  was  received  from 
the  Oriental  Coal  Company,  and  others  for  convict  labour  lent  by 
the  Government.  A  mrther  sum  of  220Z.  was  received  from  the 
Company  in  repayment  of  police  expenses. 

The  total  revenue  for  1870  (7,15K.  1&.  Id.)  exceeded  that  for 
1869  by  1,630Z.  68.  6d. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  was  7,301Z.  Is.  Id.  It  was  greater 
than  was  originally  estimated  in  consequence  of  certain  expenses 
incurred  for  the  suitable  entertainment  of  the  Sultan  of  Borneo,  who, 
attended  by  a  numerous  retinue,  visited  the  Island,  remaining  there 
eight  days,  and  was  received  with  every  attention  and  honour  oy  the 
Governor  and  the  authorities  of  the  Colony.  Some  expenses,  also 
unexpected  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,iat.tended  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  police  force  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  military  and 
garrison. 

PMic  DeU. 

The  Colony  has  no  public  debt. 

Leffislation. 

Five  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year. 

Ordinance  No.  1  amends  the  law  for  the  naturalization  of  aliens. 

Ordinance  No.  2  extends  the  practice  of  trial  by  jury  in  Labuan, 
and  amends  the  Ordinance  regulating  the  General  Court 

Hitherto,  trial  by  jury  only  took  place  in  cases  of  murder.  The 
present  Ordinance  makes  it  lawful  in  any  case,  civil  or  criminal,  for 
the  Governor  to  direct  the  summoning  oi  a  jury  to  assist  the  Court. 

Ordinance  No.  3  amends  the  Ordinance  regulating  the  sale  of 
opium. 

Ordinance  No.  4  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  a  supplementary 
sum  for  the  public  service  of  1870. 

Ordinance  No.  5  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
7,688Z.  5s.  for  the  public  service  of  1871. 
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LiBUAir. 


Imparts  and  Eaports. 


The  total  value  of  imports  durinf  the  year  is  put  at  122,982/1; 
that  of  exports  for  the  same  period  at  61,2187. 

The  principal  trade  is  witn  Singapore  and  the  coast  of  Borneo. 
The  chief  articles  of  import  for  consumptioa  in  the  Colooy  are  attaps, 
rioe,  sugar,  oil,  salt,  tobacco,  padi,  and  providons. 

The  chief  articles  of  export^  the  produce  of  the  Island  or  biwight 
into  the  Island  from  Borneo  for  exportation,  are  beesvax,  biids'  neits, 
camphor,  coals,  gutta  percha,  India*rubber,  hides,  peark,  aeed  pearls, 
rattans,  sago,  tortoiseshell,  and  trepaag. 

Shippitiff. 

TwMity-three  Teesels  were  entered  at  the  ports  of  die  Islaad  for 
trade  during  the  year,  having  a  total  of  8,91/  tons.  Thie  refeom  is 
given  as  exclusive  of  ships  calling  for  eoal,  of  meD*of»wv,  [and  of 
natif e  boats  from  the  coast  of  B<meo  and  the  Sooloo  Seas,^  which 
numbered  1,082.  It  shows  an  increase  over  the  retvm  of  the  prevuMs 
year,  when  19  vessels,  with  a  total  of  6,972  tons,  were  entered  for 
trade,  besides  858  trading  prahus  from  Uie  coast 

Coal. 

The  quantity  produced  in  1870  is  returned  as  6,0i9  to^e,  against 
7,155  tons  in  1869. 


MArRmtTi' 


No.  4. 


MAURITIUS- 


No.  4. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Officer  AD>aNiflTEttiNo  the 
Government  to  The  Earl  of  Eimberlbt. 

(No.  16.) 
My  Lord,  Mauritius,  Septeoiber  18,  187t 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Governor  to  Sejrdwlke,  his 
Excellency  particularly  requested  me  to  send  home  the  Manrilius 
Blue  Book  for  1870,  because  it  refers  to  a  period  for  Am  peafeer 
part  of  which  the  Goyemme&t  of  the  Island  was  under  mj  pereooal 
admiQistration. 

S.  The  year  that  is  past  has  not  been  marked  with  many  charaderia^ 
tics  worthy  of  particular  remark.  An  examination  of  tiaie  dittmnt 
returns  will,  1  think,  leave  a  tolerably  favourable  impression  of  ike 
general  condition  of  the  Island,  gradually  reeovering  £reai  the 
melancholy  prostration  of  several  previous  years. 

3.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  great  excitement  and  general 
uneasiness  was  created  by  the  proposed  schane  of  ondergi^end 
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drainago  for  Port  Louisy  projected  by  the  eminent  engineer,  Mr.     MA^mtvi. 
BMalgette.     Publie  meetings  were  held,  and  the  result  was,  that  a 
daputation  waited  upon  rae  with  a  petition  to  the  Queen,  wfaieh  I 
duly  forwarded  with  ray  Despatch,  No.  31,  of  26th  July,  1870. 

4t.  The  Oeneral  Board  of  Health  had  entirely  disapproved  the 
pfDJect  of  covered  drainage,  as  being  liable  to  generate  noxious  gases 
in  thia^  tropical  climate,  also  so  subject  to  storm^fioods ;  and  sub- 
sequent experiments,  for  which  J  have  to  thank  the  Legislative 
CSouneil  for  providing  funds,  proved  to  demonstration  that  the 
project  of  discharging  the  whole  sewerage  of  the  town  into  the  sea 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  River,  would  run  the  riA  of  accumu- 
lating a  deleterious  mass  of  putrid  filth,  and  of  creating  and 
reproducing  malaria,  as  no  regular  current  exists  there  to  carry 
away  the  sewerage  whidi  might  thus  be  deposited  along  the 
surrounding  seaboard* 

6.  My  reason  for  this  conclusion  is  formed  not  only  from  facts 
arrived  at  by  experiments,  bi^  also  from  a  consideration  of  the  laws 
of  nature  in  these  seas. 

6.  No  one  can  have  studied  the  physical  geography  of  the  oceans, 
without  being  aware  that  the  great  ocean  current  of  the  Southern 
Indian  seas  sets  with  occasionally  exceptional  regularity  from  east 
to  west,  so  much  so,  that  between  Mauritius  and  Seychelles,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Island  of  Agalega,  in  calm  weather  the  ripple  of  a 
strong  westerly  current  is  str&ingly  observable,  running  at  the 
rate  of  four  or  five  knots  per  hour.  Mauritius  might  therefore  be 
likened  to  a  rock  set  in  the  midst  of  a  river  stream,  against  the  east 
coast  and  round  both  ends  of  which  the  current  sets,  causing  on  the 
lee  or  opposite  side  of  the  Island,  an  eddy,  in  which  the  west  coast 
waters  are  partially  embayed,  and  so  a  regular  current  to  carry  any 
floating  substances  clear  of  the  land  upon  that  side  rarely  occurs 
near  the  shore,  the  variation  being  only  caused  by  violent  storms 
and  floods  or  exceptional  tides,  which  seldom  rise  here  above  two  or 
three  feet  at  strongest  s]Hrings. 

7.  The  question  has  therefore  unee  remained  almost  in  abeyance, 
but  I  am  happy  to  state  that  tiirough  the  energy  of  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
Ducray,  the  Corporation  have  undertaken  improvements  which  will 
certaimy  jM*ove  beneficial. 

8.  I  have  also  the  satisfacticm  of  stating,  that  with  the  use  of 
convict  labour  the  Executive  was  enabled  to  reclaim  and  cover  with 
several  feet  of  wholesome  earth  manv  acres  of  a  formerly  pestilent 
lagoon  adjacent  to  the  harbour,  which  was  a  fruitful  hotbed  of 
malaria.  The  best  results  have  accrued  from  this  work,  not  only  to 
Uie  ^ews  of  the  ships  in  the  port,  but  also  to  the  military  barrack  of 
Fort  0«orge,  and  the  neighbourhood  in  general,  the  reclaimed  land 
being  now  planted  with  young  trees, 

9.  The  CaudiUQ  Basin,  another  area  of  the  harbour,  formerly  deep 
enough  to  float  ships  of  heavy  tcMinage,  had  through  a  series  of  years 
of  neglect,  become  filled  with  sewerage  so  near  the  sea  level  as  to 
dry  at  low  water.  It  has  now  been  excavated  to  the  depth  of  12 
feet  by  dredging,  under  the  able  and  skilful  superintendence  of  the 
Harbour  Master,  Captain  Wales,  at  a  cost  of  no  large  amount ;  and 
several  wrecks  of  large  ships  which  had  sunk  there  many  years  ago, 
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MAUBmus.  Qne  of  them  a  vessel  of  at  least  1,700  tons,  together  with  about 
100,000  tons  of  unwholesome  sewage  deposit,  were  entirely  removed; 
a  baneful  source  of  malaria  has  thus  been  taken  firom  that  once 
populous  locality. 

10.  The  visit  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Edinburch,  in 
H.M.S.  *  Galatea,*  between  the  24th  of  May  and  3rd  of  June, 
created  an  amount  of  enthusiasm  unparalleled  in  the  history  .of  this 
Island.  All  classes,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  vied  with  each 
other  in  doing  honour  to  the  first  Prince  of  the  Blood  Royal  of 
England  who  had  ever  set  foot  upon  the  shores  of  this  remote 
dependency  of  the  Crown. 

11.  The  two  spans  of  the  railway  viaduct  that  were  blown  off  the 
supporting  columns  by  the  exceptionally  violent  hurricane  of  1868 
were,  after  being  thoroughly  repaired,  successfully  put  in  place  in 
the  month  of  June,  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Mr.  Connal, 
the  Surveyor-General,  and  Mr.  Mosse,  the  general  manager.  The 
immediate  direction  of  this  important  i§sk  was  confided  to  Mr.  Scott, 
the  present  manager. 

12.  Notwithstanding  that  these  two  spans  had  fallen  from  a 
height  of  120  feet,  they  were  so  strongly  constructed  that  they  were 
found  to  have  sustained  no  important  damage  by  the  fall.  The 
temporary  wooden  viaduct  that  was  put  up  immediately  after  the 
accident  served  to  convey  the  whole  of  the  traffic  of  the  Midland 
Line,  whilst  the  other  was  being  repaired. 

13.  During  the  progress  of  the  late  war  in  Europe,  a  serious 
apprehension  existed  for  several  months  that  the  postal  communica- 
tion carried  by  steamers  of  the  Messageries  Imperiales  might  be 
interrupted  or  entirely  discontinued,  and  as  these  ships  are  the  only 
regular  means  of  intercourse,  the  Island  would  in  that  case  have 
been  entirely  isolated.  An  Indian  Company  tendered  for  the  service, 
but  funds  were  not  forthcoming.  However,  happily,  the  French 
Company  has  continued  hitherto  with  its  usual  regularity. 

14.  In  consequence  of  there  being  a  considerable  number  of  both 
French  and  North-German  merchant  ships  in  port  during  the  war, 
I  detained  for  three  months  H.M.'s  corvette  '  dossack,'  to  ensure  a 
better  observance  of  the  neutrality  laws.  *  *  *  * 

15.  As  might  be  supposed,  the  effect  of  the  war  was  to  raise  con- 
siderably the  prices  of  everything  of  French  production,  and  as 
many  articles  of  household  consumption  and  of  clothing  are  imported 
from  France,  the  result  was  felt  by  the  inhabitants  generally. 

16.  Thouffh  the  vield  of  the  sugar  crop  was  comparatively  small, 
being  only  about  90,000  tons,  owing  chiefly  to  the  scantv  rainfall  of 
the  previous  season,  yet  in  consequence  of  the  war  the  quantity 
exported  to  France,  and  indeed  to  Australia,  realized  exceptionally 
high  prices,  and  thus  fairly  remunerated  the  producers. 

17.  In  the  latter  month  of  the  ye<ar  much  apprehension  and  un- 
easiness occurred  in  the  minds  of  the  population  owing  to  the  ou^ 
break  of  cholera  in  Madagascar,  from  whence  all  the  cattle  used  in 
Mauritius  are  imported  throughout  the  open  season.  A  largely 
signed  petition  was  presented  to  me  praying  that  all  further  com- 
munication with  Madagascar  should  cease  during  the  existence  of 
cholera.    As  this  would  have  been  a  measure  of  such  questionable 
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policy,  involving  as  it  would,  on  parallel  grounds,  similar  restrictions  BlAUBmrs. 
r^arding  India  (from  whence  all  the  rice  for  the  250,000  Coolies 
is  imported),  and  other  countries  liable  to  constant  epidemics,  I 
resisted  it,  but  entirely  restored  confidence  by  considerably  strength- 
ening and  exceptionally  adding  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws  of  quar- 
antine. 

18.  Happily  no  case  of  cholera  occurred,  though  a  species  of 
cholerine  existed,  and  a  few  cases  were  reported,  some  of  which 
proved  fatal. 

TaoRes,  Duties^  and  Fees. 

19.  No  new  taxation  was  imposed  during  1870. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

20.  The  returns  of  revenue  and  expenditure  show  a  surplus  of 
revenue  over  expenditure,  as  was  the  case  in  1869.  It  is  true  that 
this  surplus  was  not  very  large,  having  been  only  16,587Z. 

21.  The  revenue  of  1870  exceeded  that  of  1869  by  13,000/. ;  and 
the  expenditure  of  1870  likewise  exceeded  that  of  1869  by  16,000/. 

22.  The  revenue  has  exceeded  the  amount  at  which  it  was  esti- 
mated by  3,666/. 

23.  The  increase  of  revenue  has  been  principally  in  the  item 
of  Customs  dues,  which  reached  last  year  the  highest  figure  yet 
attained.  The  increase  was  for  duties  on  imports,  there  havmg  been 
a  slight  falling  off  on  exports  on  account  of  the  short  crop. 

24.  The  new  Stamp  Law  which  came  into  force  in  18o9  has  given 
a  further  increase  of  o,000/.  on  the  revenue  of  that  year. 

25.  The  mean  revenue  of  the  Island  for  the  last  ten  vears  has 
been  576,596/.,  with  which  amount  that  of  last  year,  viz.  608,166/., 
will  compare  fiEtvourablv. 

26.  A  comparison  of  the  principal  items  of  revenue  with  the  mean 
of  the  last  10  years  may  prove  interesting. 

iQ^n  Mean  of  last 

^^"-  10  years. 

£  £ 

Customs 218,697  183,379 

Taxes 13,179  18,365 

Licences  and  Permits         ...  154,256  167,623 

Stamps 12,734  8,126 

Begistration  and  Mortgage          -        -  20,171  26,868 

Postage 5,034  6,716 

Harbour  Dues 20,683  27,790 

Land    3,336  11,857 

Fines  and  Forfeitures        -        -        -  14,416  17,094 

FeesofOface 8,926  9,396 

27.  It  will  be  seen  ihkt  with  the  exception  of  Customs  and  Stamps 
the  revenue  of  1870  was  below  the  average  of  the  last  10  years. 

28.  The  expenditure  of  1870  fell  short  of  the  amount  at  which  it 
was  estimated  by  3,266/. 
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29.  The  increase  in  the  expenditure  of  1870  over  that  of  18fl9  18 
to  be  accounted  for  partly  by  payment  of  interest  on  railway  debe&-> 
tures  that  was  not  made  in  l8o9,  and  partly  by  the  interest  and 
Sinking  Fund  investments  on  aooount  or  the  loan  of  100,000?.  for 
hurricane  damages,  which  was  effected  in  1869.  Also  by  extra 
expenditure  on  works,  buildings,  and  bridges. 

30.  The  average  total  expenditure  of  this  Colony  for  the  last 
10  years  is  694,576?.,  whilst  the  expenditure  of  1870  was  591,579?. 

31.  Compared  with  the  average  for  the  last  10  years  the  details 
of  the  expenditure  of  1870  are  as  follows : — 

1 QTA  Mean  of  Inst 

£  £ 

Salaries    - 206,364  205,123 

Allowances  and  Contingencies         -   •  28,206  29,744 

Pensions 14,198  13,700 

Revenue  Services 11,241  11,647 

Administration  of  Justice  -        -        -  6,595  8,127 

Ecclosiastical 2,421  2,285 

Education 5,426  6,187 

Hospitals 4,721  10,205 

Police  and  Gaols       ....  8,070  6,315 

Bent 5,149  5,168 

Transport 1,725  8,315 

MaHs  5,773  28,688 

Works  and  Buildings         -        -        -  13,872  27,010 

Beads  and  Bridges        -        -        •   -  16,592  21,740 

Interest    ....                 .10,596  13,504 

Civil  Stores 24,762  32,823 

MiUtary 27,848  86,956 

Immigration 12,374  18,543 

32.  The  railway  revenue  and  expenditure  is  not  included  in  the 
above  comparatiye  statements,  as  die  railways  have  not  been  open  the 
10  years.  The  results  of  last  year  show  a  very  slight  difference  from 
those  of  the  preceding  year.  There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  Quantity 
of  sugar  conveyed,  occasioned  by  the  falling  off  in  the  crop ;  but  this 
was  nearly  counterbalanced  bv  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  grain, 
provisions  for  estates,  and  other  merchandise  that  has  been  sent  by 
rail.  The  working  expenses  have  been  still  further  reduced  from 
64-37  to  63-65  per  cent. 


Local  Beventtei. 

33.  The  revenue  of  the  Municipal  Coi-poration  was  nearly  the 
same  as  in  1869,  whilst  the  expenditure  was  reduced  by  3,300/.  A 
new  issue  of  debentures  to  the  extent  of  30,000Z.  was  effected  at  par, 
whilst  old  debts  to  the  amount  of  31,400/.  were  extinguished.  The 
cash  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1870  was  6,000/.  larger  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  position  of  the  Corporation  may 
therefore  be  estimated  to  be  improved  l^  7,400/.  since  last  year. 
The  debt  of  the  Corporation  is  stated  to  be  138,000/.,  equal  to  about 
three  and  a  half  years'  revenue. 
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S4.  The  rsvenue  and  expenditure  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,    MAOimwi 
as  coxoparvd  widi  1869,  were  as  follows  i*^  "^ 

1369.  1870. 


£ 

£ 

Bevenne-     .  • 

-    8,770 

10,168 

Expenditore 

.   -    7,668 

8,210 

85.  The  debt  to  Government  still  remiuns  at  6,6682.,  no  portion  of 
which  was  paid  off  last  year.  The  new  Sanitary  Ordinance  not  having 
yet  come  into  force,  the  revenue  continues  to  be  collected  from  the 
same  sources  and  under  the  same  system  as  before.  A  much  larger 
revenue  will  it  is  hoped  be  received  under  the  new  law,  the  whole  of 
which  will  probably  be  absorbed  by  sanitary  improvements,  which  are 
much  needed  all  over  the  Island. 

36.  The  retenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission 
were  respectively  28,059/.,  and  27,310Z.,  leaving  a  small  balance  in 
fittour  of  the  Board.  The  loan  from  savings  bank  was  repaid,  and 
the  outstanding  debt  of  the  Commission  is  11,000/. 

MUitary  Expenditure. 

87.  The  disbursements  under  this  head  for  the  internal  protection 
of  the  Colony  amounted,  from  Ist  April,  1870,  to  31st  March,  1871, 
to  about  60,115/.,  deducting  from  which  the  amount  contributed  by 
the  Colonial  Government,  viz.  30,739/.,  would  leave  a  balance  of 
nearly  30,000/.  to  be  borne  by  tlie  Imperial  Exchequer. 

3&  Upon  laying  before  the  IiCgislative  Council  the  estimates  for 
this  year,  I  stated  uat  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  the  garrison 
of  the  Island,  the  sum  estimated  to  be  spent  on  the  Australian 
allowance  of  70/.  for  each  man  of  Uie  Artillery  and  Engineers,  and 
40/.  for  each  member  of  the  Staff  and  Line,  was  only  25,000/. 

39.  The  majority  of  the  Council,  however,  while  not  objecting  to 
vote  this  sum,  declined  to  engage  the  Colony  to  the  payment  of 
45,000/.,  as  suggested  by  your  Xordship's  Despatch,  No.  17,  of 
5th  August,  1870,  in  the  event  of  the  garrison  being  increased  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  Colony  liable  at  the  above  rates  for 
such  a  sum. 

40.  The  pro  rata  amount  was  therefore  alone  voted,  and  as  they 
gave  as  a  reason  that  they  had  no  need  of  additional  military  pro- 
tection, which,  if  at  all,  would  be  for  Imperial  and  not  internal 
interests  but  that  tliey  had  great  need  of  more  frequent  postal  com- 
munication with  Europe,  Asia,  and  Australia,  which  would  require 
at  least  20,000/.  a  year,  and  which  already  thev  could  not  afford,  I 
am  bound  to  admit  there  is  a  fair  and  reasonaole  ground  of  argu- 
ment for  the  conclusdoo. 

41.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  here,  that  under  the  present  system, 
there  is  stationed  in  the  Island  a  battery  of  Artillery,  a  weak  com- 
pany of  Engineers,  and  a  wing  of  an  infantry  regiment,  whose  other 
wing  is  in  Uouth  Africa,  with  which  there  is  no  regular  intercourse. 
In  £iet,  as  it  is  upwards  of  1800  miles  off,  and  the  passage  generally 
occupying  more  than  a  month  in  small  comfortless  trading  brigs  or 
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liArBmus.    schooners,  with  frequent  intervals  of  three  months  and  upwards, 

""^         these  wings  are  thus  far  more  separated  and  estranged  than  if  one 

was  in  England.    This  system  injuriously  affects  the  eflBciency  of  a 

regiment  It  might  be  remedied  by  employing  instead,  for  Mauritius, 

a  detachment  of  Royal  Marines,  who  could  oe  periodically  and  fi-e- 

auently  interchanged  with  shins  of  war,  if  ordered  to  call  here  from 
lie  Indian,  East  Uoast,  and  Cape  stations.  Men  sufferin^^  from  the 
pernicious  effects  of  malaria  would  thus  derive  benefit  &om  occa- 
sional change  of  climate,  and  the  necessity  would  be  avoided,  as  well 
as  the  expense,  of  such  frequent  invaliding  and  periodical  relief  of 
detachments  of  regiments ;  moreover  ensuring  »to  the  Island  the 
occasional  presence  of  a  man-of-war,  so  very  desirable  for  a  remote 
Colony  entirely  relying  upon  countries  beyond  the  seas  for  every 
description  of  subsistence^  and  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life,  for  its 
inhabitants  of  all  classes. 

42.  I  feel  bound  in  candour,  in  writing  under  this  head,  to  admit 
that  a  material  portion  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  Imperial 
Oovemment  arises  from  the  cost  of  Staff  and  Departments,  which  are 
sufficient  for  a  force  of  at  least  3,000  men,  whereas  between  400  and 
500  alone  compose  the  garrison,  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for  internal 
protection.  In  fact,  if  the  European  element  of  the  excellent  islaind 
police  was  augmented,  a  measure  which  I  believe  would  be  very 
popular,  the  protection  of  regular  troops  might  be  in  some  proportdoa 
reduced  even  more. 

PiMic  Works. 

43.  The  expenditure  on  account  of  public  works  exceeded  that  of 
the  previous  year  by  8000/.,  though  it  fell  far  short  of  that  of  former 
years.  The  increased  expenditure  is  to  be  explained  by  extensire 
repairs  that  had  to  be  made  to  public  buildings,  as  well  as  to  bridges 
and  roads  that  were  damaged,  and  in  some  cases  detroyed,  by  a  heavy 
flood  which  occurred  m  April,  1870. 

EstablishmenU. 

44.  A  further  reduction  of  2,000/.  in  the  am*ount  of  salaries  was 
effected  in  1870,  though  if  the  allowances  and  contingencies  be  com- 

?uted  the  total  cost  of  establishments  was  nearly  the  same  as  for 
869. 

45.  The  expenditure  under  this  head  for  the  last  five  years  is  here 
given  in  order  to  show  the  reductions  that  have  gradually  been 
effected. 


1866- 

1867 

1868- 

1869 

1870- 


Salaries. 

Allowances  and 
Continganoies. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

222,466 

84,722 

267,178 

215,762 

28,607 

244,369 

211,627 

28,505 

240,132 

208,883 

25,721 

234,604 

206,365 

28,207 

234,572 
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Population,  lirAUBiTiufi. 

46.  The  usual  population  returns  show  an  increase  of  5,709  over 
the  total  number  of  the  resident  population  on  31st  December,  1869 ; 
but  the  inaccuracy  of  the  data  on  which  these  returns  have  hitherto 
been  based,  which  has  been  alluded  to  on  several  previous  occasions, 
has  been  signally  demonstrated  by  the  results  of  the  census  which  was 
taken  on  the  10th  April  last.     The  total  resident  population  on  that 
date  was  316,042,  whilst  the  computations  made  on  the  basis  of 
former   years  showed  that  on  the  31st  December  last  there  were 
328,633  souls,  or  12,000  more  than  given  by  the  census.     Only  the 
general  results  of  the  census  are  yet  fiiown,  as  shown  in  the  annexed    ^c; 
statement    A  full  report  is  being  prepared  by  the  Census  Commis-  §££S^®J^' 
sioner,  who  has  carefully  conducted  his  work,  and  will  be  forwarded  ^^o«u«jL| 
when  completed.  ^^• 

47.  Comparing,  however,  the  results  that  are  already  known  with 
the  figures  of  previous  years,  it  appears  that  the  population  of  the 
Island  has  increased  in  the  last  decade  by  about  6,000,  or  1  •  9  *per 
cent,  whilst  in  the  previous  decade  the  increase  was  130,000,  or  71  -4 
per  cent. 

48.  The  total  number  of  births  and  deaths  during  the  first  decade 
was — 

Births         -        -        -      71,599 
Deaths  -        -        -    -       82,994 

The  arrivals  and  departures  of  Indian  immigi*ants  were — 

Arrivals     -        -        -     188,020 
Departures      -        -    -      41,168 

49.  During  the  second  decade  the  births  and  deaths  were — 

Births        -        -        -      98,898 
Deaths  -        .        -    -     138,016 

whilst  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  immigrants  were  during  the 
same  period — 

Arrivals      -        -        -      67,324 

Departures      -        -    -       26,685 

50.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  increase  of  population  during  both 
decades  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  Indian  immigrants, 
the  mortality  having  in  each  period  exceeded  the  births. 

51.  The  average  annual  death  rate  of  the  last  ten  years  has  been 
43  •  35  per  1,000.  If,  however,  the  three  years  1862, 1867,  and  1868 
be  deducted,  during  the  first  of  which  epidemic  cholera  made  its 
appearance,  and  during  the  two  last,  epidemic  fever,  the  average  annual 
death  rate  for  the  other  seven  years  was  32-29  per  1,000,  not  a  high 
rate,  I  believe,  for  a  tropical  climate.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  birth  rate  in  this  Colony  is  comparatively  low,  owing  to  the  pro- 
portion of  females  to  males  being  relatively  small. 

52.  The  immigration  of  Indian  Coolies,  without  the  existence  of 
any  legislative  measure  to  assist  the  return  of  any  portion  of  those 
who  might  be  unable  to  pay  their  own  passage  at  the  expiration  of 
their  indentured  services,  still  continues,  and  the  Island  is  very  rapidly 

E 
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MAcmiTirf.    becoming  immoderately  overstocked  with  a  superabundant  popola- 

tion,  which  if  increased  according  to  the  scale  of  1861,  and  but  for 

the  pestilence  which  fastened  itself  on  the  Island  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  past  ten  years,  would  have  been  now  similarly  increased,  must 
eventiiidly  produce  bitter  fruits  which  may  well  be  considered  nearly 
insurmountable  for  the  sanitary  action  of  any  Government. 

53.  In  illustration  of  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  Island  it  will  not 
be  out  of  place  here  to  state  that  the  recent  census  gives  a  population 
of  448  per  square  mile,  whilst  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was 
computed  a  short  time  ago  at  253  per  square  mile,  and  that  of 
Belgium,  the  most  populous  countij  in  Europ^  at  430  per  square  mile. 

54.  It  is  true  that  the  health  of  the  Island  in  general  was  better  in 
1870  than  for  several  years  before ;  but  this  may  partly,  and  probably 
in  no  small  degree,  be  accounted  for  by  the  fearful  epidemic  of  three 
or  four  previous  years,  when  the  aged,  the  infirm,  the  weak,  and  the 
sickly  were  swept  away.  But  writmc  as  I  do  after  more  than  half  of 
this  year  has  passed,  statistics  show  tnat  we  must  not  rely  upon  that 
improvement  as  at  all  likely  to  be  permanent  On  the  contrary,  the 
month  of  July  last  is  proved  to  have  had  a  greater  amount  of  mor- 
tality than  that  of  any  month  for  the  previous  two  years ;  and  in  the 
eastern  and  southern  districts  of  the  Island  the  deatn  rate  was  double 
in  April,  and  in  May  treble  that  of  the  corresponding  months  of  last 
year,  or  179  against  60. 

55.  But  it  is  not  alone  the  actual  amount  of  mortality  that  is  so 
remarkable,  because  it  also  appears  that  on  one  estate  400  out  of  the 
500  men  employed  were  attacked  with  fever  in  April  and  May  last, 
and  on  another  estate  all  the  men,  on  a  third,  43  out  of  216  were 
sick  in  hospital  on  the  17th  May ;  and,  therefore,  though  I  trust  there 
must  be  ground  to  hope  the  Colony  may  eventually  reapproach  in  some 
measure  its  former  prosperity,  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  fallacious  to 
expect  that,  what  with  its  present  over-populated  state — to  which  thou- 
sands are  annually  added — and  with  a  malarial  fever  that  has  already 
so  terribly  proved  what  malignant  power  it  can  assume  always  lurk- 
ing in  an  endemic  form  throughout  the  Island,  it  will  be  ever  likely 
again  to  resume  its  once  celebrated  salubrity. 

56.  The  total  mortality  of  the  Island  was  7>426  during  the  past 
year,  the'  lowest  figure  that  has  been  shovm  since  1861.  In  1867 
when  the  fever  was  at  its  height  the  mortality  attained  to  40,114  ; 
in  1868, 18,403 ;  in  1869,  11,295 ;  in  1870,  7,426. 

57.  These  figures  show  a  great  improvement  It  must  be  again 
remembered,  however,  that  nearly  all  oersons  of  weak  and  sickly 
constitutions  had  been  swept  off  by  the  fever,  and  that  oomparatively 
very  few  of  that  claBs  were  left  at  the  end  of  1869.  Hence  the  mor- 
tality was  naturally  much  lower  in  1870.  It  cannot,  howeyer,  be 
expected  to  remain  long  at  the  same  low  rate. 

68.  The  death  rate  during  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows  ;-— 

Percent 

1866  -        -        .      8-24 

1867  -        .        -    .    10-99 

1868  .  .  -  6-29 
1869-  .  -  -  3-49 
1870       -        -        *      2*96 
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59.  Although  these  rates  cannot  be  accurate,  as  one  of  the  data  on     Maubitius. 
which  they  have  been  calculated,  the  amount  of  the  population,  is 

shown  to  have  been  wronglv  estimated,  yet  tliey  are  sufficiently  accu- 
rate to  compare  the  mortahty  of  one  year  with  that  of  another. 

60.  The  Officer  of  the  Civil  Status  in  his  Annual  Report  attributes    th^ci 

44  •  8  per  cent  of  the  total  mortality  to  fever.    I  may,  however,  haaard  ^$5^2£is^ 
the  opinion  that  fever  was  not  the  sole  cause  of  death  in  the  whole  of  9^er^Q.  . 
the  cases  which  are  attributed  to  it     It  would  seem  not  only  to     ^^'       ^ 
weaken  and  predispose  ^the  constitutioQ  to  various  diseases,  but  also 
to  have  a  disposition  to  step  in  with^other  cases  of  sickness,  possibly 
themselves  of  a  sufficiently  serious  nature  to  cause  death,  but  the 
symptoms  of  fever  supplementing  in  such  cases  those  of  the  original 
disease,  the  deaths  are  returned  as  occasioned  by  fever,  which  was  no 
doubt  the  mortal  cause. 

61.  The  number  of  suicides  was  66  as  against  90  in  the  previous 
year. 

62.  The  births  in  1870  showed  an  excess  of  3,731  over  the  deaths, 
and  of  1,178  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  births  for 
each  of  the  last  five  years  has  been — 


1866  - 

.  12,134 

1867 

-  -  10,568 

1868  - 

-   9,486 

1869 

-  -   9,979 

1870  - 

-  11,167 

63.  Immigration  from  India  during  last  year  was  on  a  larger 
scale  than  during  1869.  The  arrivals  were  4,076  against  2,^ 
departures. 

64.  The  proportion  of  females  to  every  100  males  in  this  class  of 
the  population  has  risen  from  48-88  in  1869  to  50*15  in  1870. 
The  proportion  of  females  to  every  100  males  in  the  total  population 
was  63-39  in  1870. 

65.  The  Report  of  the  Protector  of  Immigrants  appears  to  me  to    ^ 

be  satisfactory.  He  states  that  the  mortality  on  sugar  estates  had  B5Sr;2525j^. 
fkllen  from  45  •  1  per  1000  in  1868,  30  •  2  in  1869,  to  18  •  9  in  1870 ;  ^rS^^^  ^ 
that  the  number  of  deserters  had  diminished ;  that  out  of  76,921 
men  who  engaged  during  the  year,  31,461  chanffed  masters,  and 
45,460  were  re-engaged  on  the  estates  where  they  had  been  already 
employed;  that  65,193  men  were  employed  by  owners  of  sugar 
estates,  and  5,050  with  job-contractors,  and  that  the  number  of 
convictions  pronounced  against,  both  masters  and  servants  by  the  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  had  very  considerably  reduced,  having  been— 
against 

Masters.  fiervants. 

In  1868    .        .        -    7T733        -        14,876 
„  1869         -        .    -    3,936        -  8,152 

„  1870    .        -        .    2,607        -  4,964 

66.  The  sums  deposited  in  the  Savings  Bank  by  Indians  were    Bnciog^t^ 
21,716t ;  the  amount  standing  to  their  credit  at  the  bank  at  the  end  S^j^l^ 
of  the  year  was  70,476Z.,  whilst  the  remittances  made  to  India  ^^^H^^ 
through  the  Immigration  OflSce  was  2,052Z.  ^^^Wn^ 

B  2 
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Macbitits. 


Education. 

67.  The  average  number  of  pupils  attending  the  Royal  College 
in  1870  was  175,  about  20  more  than  in  1869.  The  scheme  intro- 
duced by  the  Eector  about  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  under  which 
secondary  instruction  was  to  be  entrusted  to  private  establishments, 
associated  with  the  College,  the  Directors  of  which  undertook  to 
follow  the  course  of  education  adopted  at  this  institution,  in  order 
that  their  pupils  might  be  prepared  to  enter  the  same  at  a  later 
period,  has  failed,  owing  to  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  these 
establishments.  A  branch  of  the  Boyal  College  has,  in  consequence, 
been  recently  opened  at  Curepipe,  in  the  centre  of  the  Island  and  on 
the  line  of  railway,  where  the  classes  will  follow  precisely  the  same 
studies  as  those  at  the  parent  establishment  in  Port  Louis,  whilst  the 
parallel  progress  of  the  two  establishments  will  be  secured  by  monthly 
examinations,  conducted  by  professors  of  the  Royal  College.  A 
large  accession  of  pqpils  is  anticipated  from  the  adoption  of  this 
step,  as  the  master  of  one  of  the  private  schools  has  closed  his  esta- 
blishment and  entered  the  Government  service  as  a  professor.  The 
greater  part  of  his  pupils  will  probably  follow  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment school  at  Curepipe.  The  establishment  of  tliis  rural  branch  of 
the  College  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  public 

68.  In  the  Government  schools  the  number  of  pupils  borne  on  the 
rolls  in  1870  shows  an  increase  of  11  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year..  The  attendance  in  the  Denominational  schools  had,  on  the 
other  hand,  slightly  fallen  off,  partly  owing  to  the  closing  of  two  of 
these  schools.  The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Government 
Schools  will  be  found  amongst  the  annexures. 


Administration  of  Justice. 

69.  The  lamented  death  of  the  late  Procureur  and  Advocate 
General,  Jules  Colin,  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  July,  led  me, 
in  providing  a  successor,  who,  from  long  experience  of  tne  Colony 
and  eminent  legal  attainments,  would  probably  prove  the  most  per- 
fectly (malified,  to  offer  the  vacant  office  to  Mr.  Justice  Colin,  a 
Puisne  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  readily  accepted  it. 

70.  I  was  therefore  enabled  to  secure  not  only  an  able  and 
talented  adviser  for  the  Government,  but  to  provide  for  the  promo- 
tion of  Mr.  Gorrie,  the  Substitute  Procureur-Greneral  and  Ministere 
Publique,  in  accordance  with  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  15,  of 
4th  August,  1870. 

71.  6y  these  arrangements,  moreover,  the  Colony  was  saved  from 
being  saddled  with  the  expense  of  a  fourth  Puisne  Judge,  which  had 
been  advocated  by  petition  from  a  portion  of  the  legal  profession, 
on  the  ground  of  principle,  but  considered  unnecessary,  as  the  three 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  had  not  more  work  than  they  could 
accomplish  with  promptitude  and  despatch. 

72.  The  usual  returns  from  the  Judges  of  civil  and  criminal  cases 
dealt  with  by  the  Supreme  Court  are  annexed.  They  do  not  call  for 
any  remarks. 
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73.  The  Eeport  of  the  Procureur-General  on  crime  shows  that     Mauritius. 
the  number,  both  of  cases  and  of  prisoners  tried  before  the  assizes  in 

1870,  was,  as  in  1869,  comparatively  small.     The  decrease  is  attri-  ^  ^ncioaju^ 
buted  to  the  same  cause  as  in  1869 — viz.  to  the  passing  of  Ordinance  ^^oSJir"^ 
No.  11  of  1869,  by  which  a  wider  jurisdiction  was  given  to  the  ^J®^^'«He. 
district  ma^strates  in  criminal  matters,  which  enabled  them  to  try         ^^  ^^e, 
certain  cases,  of  which  formerly  they  could  not  have  taken  cognizance, 
and  under  which  Ordinance,  also,  power  was  given  to  the  Procureur- 
General  to  authorize  such   magistrates  to  entertain  certain  other 
charges. 

74.  Seven  persons  were  found  guilty  of  murder  and  attempt  to 
murder,  and  ten  of  manslaughter.  Of  the  latter  six  were  charged 
with  the  graver  crime,  and  the  evidence  disclosed  at  their  trials  was, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Procureur-General,  sufficient  to  fully  bear  out 
the  charge.  Great  reluctance,  however,  exists  in  the  minds  of 
jurors  in  this  Colony  to  bring  in  verdicts  that  would  carry  with  them 
capital  nunishment. 

75.  Only  two  prisoners  were  executed,  the  sentences  of  the  others 
being  commuted  to  twenty  years'  hard  labour. 

Oaob  and  Prisoners.*  » l^ot  printed. 

76.  The  Returns  of  Gaols  and  Prisoners,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  thereon,  are  satisfactory. 

77.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  all  gaols  was — in 
1869,  26,489  males,  and  359  females ;  1870, 19,417  males,  and  400 
females. 

78.  The  average  daily  strength  of  all  prisons  during  the  last  five 

J  ears  indicates,  also,  a  steady  decline  in  the  number,  as  will  be  seen 
y  the  following  figures : — 

1866      -        -        -    1,963 
1867-        -        -    -    1,729 

1868  -        -        -    1,681 

1869  -        -        -    -    1,661 

1870  -        -        -     1,588 

79.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer  reports  having  frequently  inspected 
the  prisons  and  prison  hospitals  during  the  year,  and  having  found 
them  clean  and  in  good  order. 

80.  The  proportion  of  sick  per  thousand  of  prisoners  was  139*4 
in  1870  against  160-3  in  1869,  and  222*9  in  1868,  whilst  the 
death  rate  shows  a  still  more  marked  improvement,  as  will  be  seen 
by  comparing  the  figures  of  the  last  five  years : — 

1866  .        -        -        -      3-44  per  1,000 

1867  (epidemic  fever)    -     12*14         „ 

1868  ...    -   6-06    „ 

1869  -    -    -  -   6-28 

1870  .    -    -    -   2-19 

Poor  Law  Commission. 

81.  The  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  has  sent  in  a    ^ 
Report  on  the  working  of  the  Commission  for  the  six  months  ending  US^^l^^- 
Slst  December  last.     This  Report  is  intended  to  serve  as  a  con- 
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MAi-KiTiuf.     necting  link  between  the  last  annual  Report,  which  embraced  the 

period  between  30th  June,  1869,  and  30th  June,  1870,  and  the 

next  one,  which  will  be  made  for  the  year  1871,  in  order  the  better 
to  admit  of  comparing  with  the  estimates  that  are  prepared  for  the 
current  year,  as  well  as  to  correspond  as  to  period  with  the  other 
annual  Aeports  that  are  made  by  different  heads  of  departments. 
The  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  has 
ahready  been  alluded  to  in  this  Despatch.  The  Report  does  not  seem 
to  call  for  any  further  observation  nrom  me. 

Juvenile  Beformatory. 

82.  This  establishment  is  conducted  with  great  attention  under 
the  control  of  the  Inspector-Gkneral  of  Police,  who  has  reduced  a 
large  space  of  waste  land  into  a  highly  cultivated  and  ornamental 
garden  and  farm,  which  supplies  crops  of  vegetables  not  only  amply 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  lads  in  the  establishment,  but  also 
leaves  a  considerable  surplus  for  sale. 

88.  The  lads  are  educated,  taught  industrial  trades,  and  show 
much  quickness  and  aptitude  in  £eir  acquirement,  and  by  such 
means,  and  the  strict  observance  of  discipline  and  cleanliness,  they 
become  in  general  very  useful  and  in  raucn  request. 

84.  The  reformatory  may,  indeed,  in  great  measure  be  thus  con- 
sidered self-supporting. 

85.  I  regret  to  have  to  add  that  the  health  of  this  institution  still 
continues  unsatisfactory,  but  the  causes  are  not  attributed  by  the 
Medical  Officer  to  the  locality,  or  to  any  defects  of  system,  but  to 
the  worn-out,  debilitated  state  in  whidi  many  of  UttQ  inmates  were 
when  they  were  brought  there.  Repeated  attacks  of  malarious  fever, 
coupled  with  privation  of  food  and  exposure,  were  the  causes  of  this 
debilitated  state,  and  the  result  was  shown  in  malignant  ulcers, 
which  in  many  instances — particularly  during  the  first  months  of  the 
present  year,  during  the  not  weather — baffled,  for  a  time,  all  the 
skill  and  care  of  the  surgeon,  and  in  most  instances  ended  fatally. 

Legislation. 
Yoc^S-^       86.  15  Ordinances  and  41  Proclamations  have  been  passed  during 
^^^SSf^  the  year. 

G«tt«^'*  87.  The  Procureur-General's  Report  on  the  legislation  of  the  past 

Bep^^^^.      year  will  supply  general  details  of  the  year's  work  in  this  respect 
^g\»i»  gg^  rpj^^  ^^^  unportant  measure  passed  during  1870  was  Ordi- 

nance No.  11,  the  object  of  which  was  to  provide  a  broad  scheme  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  laws  which  relate  to  the  public  health, 
and  to  create  a  fimd  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  necessary 
works  in  connection  therewith. 

89.  This  Ordinance  -encountered  great  opposition  in  some  of  its 
details  before  the  Council  would  decide  upon  passing  it.  Many  of 
the  members  of  that  body  united  in  condemning  certain  provisions, 
whilst  they  could  not  come  to  any  understanding  as  to  what  other 
provisions  should  be  adopted  in  place  of  those  objected  to. 

90.  The  Ordinance  has  not,  however,  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Home  Government,  and  certain  modifications,  principally  relating  to 
extreme  powers  which  had  been  vested  in  the  General  Board  of 
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Healthy  as  well  as  in  the  scheme  of  taxation  under  which  the  neces-     MAusiTiuf. 
sary  funds  are  to  he  provided,  have  been  directed  to  be  introduced 
berore  it  is  put  in  force.     It  is  doubtful  how  far  these  amendments 
will  meet  with  the  support  of  the  Council,  and  some  time  may  still 
elapse  before  any  benefit  can  be  derived  from  the  new  law. 

91.  A  law  was  also  broueht  before  Council,  and  passed  in  pur- 
suance of  directions  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  make 

f provision  for  replacing  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  whenever  by 
awful  recusation  of  any  of  them  the  legal  quorum  of  Judges  could 
not  be  obtained. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

92.  The  value  of  imports  and  exports  (deducting  specie)  is  ^ven 
by  the  Blue  Book  as  follows  : — 

Imports.  Exports. 

1869  .        -     1,619,906        -        2,60l7657 

1870  -    -    1,935,993        -        2,049,988 

The  true  value  of  exports,  however,  may  be  put  down  at  a  figure 
considerably  higher,  as  the  sugar  lias  been  estimated  by  the  Customs 
at  about  lis.  per  cwt.,  whereas  a  statement  carefully  prepared  by  a 
sugar  broker  showing  the  monthly  rates  at  which  the  different  quali- 
ties of  sugar  were  disposed  of,  gives  an  average  of  about  24«.  lid. 
per  cwt.  on  the  whole  quantity  exported,  or  2,500,000?.,  instead  of 
1,845,20SL,  as  given  by  the  Blue  Book. 

93.  The  true  value  of  the  sugar  exported  during  the  last  five 
years  is  given  below,  together  with  the  quantities  exported : — 


Tona. 

Value. 

Arerage  price 
per  cwt 

£ 

«.      d. 

186C 

-     124,000 

2,650,589 

18     6 

1867   - 

-    -     100,000 

2,156,950 

18    4 

1868 

-       99,000 

2,143,166 

21  10 

1869   - 

-    -     107,000 

2,599,815 

22  10 

1870 

-    102,000 

2,549,881 

24  11 

94.  It  Avill  be  seen  by  this  statement  that  the  prices  obtained  for 
our  produce  have  been  gradually  increasing,  and  attained  a  very  fair 
rate  last  year. 

95.  I  believe  that  at  the  same  time  the  misfortunes  which  the 
Colony  has  had  to  encounter  during  the  last  few  years  have  had  the 
efi^ct  of  introducing  a  wholesome  amount  of  economy  in  the  working 
of  sugar  estates,  and  that  the  costs  of  production  of  our  staple  have 
materially  diminished. 

96.  I  stated  in  my  Report  of  last  year  that  in  consequence  of  the 
long  and  severe  drought  that  had  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  the  coming  crop  was  expected  to  be  only  100,000  tons.  1 
regret  to  state  that  it  only  reached  90,000  tons.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  in  speaking  of  the  crop,  which  begins  in  July,  it 
is  customary  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  sugar  shipped  from  Ist 
August  to  the  31st  July  of  the  following  years.  The  figures  given 
in  the  preceding  paragraph  refer  not  to  uie  crop,  but  to  the  exports 
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Mauritius,     of  the  year.     The  crop  of  1868-9  was  78,000  tons,  that  of  1869-70 

132,000  tons,  that  of  1870-71  was  90,000  tons,  and  the  crop  just 

commenced  is  estimated  at  from  120,000  to  130,000  tons. 

97.  Upon  the  whole  I  think  I  may  fairly  say  that  the  condition  of 
the  Colony  at  the  close  of  1870,  though  far  from  equalling  that  of 
former  prosperous  daj-s,  shows  nevertheless  a  considerable  improve- 
ment over  the  four  preceding  years.  The  public  health  certainly 
suffered  less  from  the  endemic  fever,  and  the  sugar  crop,  upon  which, 
after  all,  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  Island  entirely  depends, 
gave  prospects  of  affording  a  fair  average. 

98.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  was  also  in  a  more  satis- 
factory state  than  for  several  previous  years,  and  gives  expectation  of 
being  able  again  to  secure  the  advantage  of  reserve  balances,  which 
fell  off  owing  to  the  cost  of  constructing  the  railways  and  other  ex- 
ceptional causes. 

99.  It  is  true  that  the  welfare  of  this  community  depends  solely 
and  entirely  upon  the  cultivation  of  our  single  staple  article  of 
valuable  produce.  A  bad  sugar  crop  brings  the  Island  for  the  time, 
apparently,  to  the  verge  of  rum,  but  so  remunerative  is  a  good  one 
that  public  confidence  rallies  witli  singular  elasticity.  To  guard 
against  such  possible  failures,  financial  as  well  as  social,  must  be 
always  a  difficult  task  for  any  Government  in  a  country  alternately 
suffering  from  destructive  and  dangerous  hurricanes,  from  drought, 
from  cane  disease,  and  from  pestilence. 

100.  A  reserve  balance  to  meet  such  recurring  misfortunes  and 
emergencies  would  no  doubt  in  some  degree  assist  in  tiding  over  a 
bad  year.  And  it  must  be  hoped  that  the  reductions  in  expenditure 
which  are  being  gradually  made,  and  the  improved  financial  pros- 
pects of  the  Colony  may  at  no  distant  time  render  it  possible  to 
amass  such  a  necessary  resource. 

101.  Of  late  years  much  of  the  soil  that  was  formerly  very  pro- 
ductive in  its  su^ar  yield,  has  become,  to  the  extent  of  many  thousand 
acres,  waste  and  unemployed.  This  applies  chiefly  to  the  low-lying 
lands  on  the  northern  and  western  districts  of  the  Island ;  but 
whether  it  occurs  from  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  from  improvident 
working  of  the  estates,  from  scarcity  of  rain,  or  from  these  causes 
combined,  may  be  a  question  open  to  discussion. 

102.  It  is  a  strange  phenomenon  that  the  r^dnfall  for  several  years 
past,  though  not  on  the  whole  much  less  in  amount  than  formerly,  is 
now  confined  in  m*eat  measure  to  particular  localities  and  the  higher 
districts  of  the  Island,  instead  of  being  general  all  over  it  as  in 
former  years,  thus  leaving  many  districts  either  entirely  without,  or 
with  an  insufficient  supply  for  cane  cultivation. 

103.  To  replace  the  land  thus  rendered  unproductive,  hundreds  of 
acres  of  the  primeval  forest  have  been  recklessly  cleared  away  ;  and 
by  many  it  is  believed  that  from  that  cause  the  climate  of  the  Island 
has  been  injuriously  affected,  the  temperature  increased,  and  the 
humidity  of  the  soil  therefore  correspondingly  lessened. 

104.  Public  opinion  is  so  impressed  that  this  is  caused  by  clearing 
away  of  forest  for  sugar  cultivation  all  over  the  Island,  that  an  Ordi- 
nance was  prepared  early  last  year  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
woods  and  forests  and  the  rivers  of  the  Colony ;  but  the  conditions 
were  so  generally  disapproved  by  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and 
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the  public,  that  a  new  one  has  been  now  brought  under  consideration     Maubitius. 
to  acquire  land  for  replantation,  and  replacing  portions  of  forest  land, 
which  appears  to  be  more  favourably  looked  upon. 

105.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  to  render  the  effects  of  such 
an  Ordinance  replete  with  permanent  benefit  and  accuracy,  a  detailed 
survey  of  the  Island  is  desirable,  noting  carefully  all  mountains, 
defining  bases  where  possible,  and  where  not,  then  taking  the  top  of 
the  mountain  or  accessible  ridge  rather  as  a  point  of  description  more 
easily  defined  than  the  base,  showing  the  boundaries  of  estates, 
Government  property,  waste  land,  villages,  settlements  of  Indian 
squatters,  and  so  forth. 

106.  No  work  of  that  nature  exists ;  the  only  tolerable  map  of  the 
Island  is  taken  from  an  old  French  manuscript  imperfectly  plotted  in 
from  a  tolerably  accurate  triangulation  made  by  Abbe  La  Caille 
during  the  French  occupation,  but  deficient  in  fixed  points. 

107.  No  doubt  a  considerable  portion  of  the  natural  forest  still 
exists,  notwithstanding  the  improvident  rapidity  with  which  of  late 
years  it  is  being  annually  demolished  to  seek  virgin  soil  for  the  growth 
of  canes ;  but  the  greater  part  of  what  now  remains  stands  at  such  a 
high  elevation,  that  its  lower  temperature  and  damp  would  render  the 
land  nearly  useless  for  such  purposes. 

108.  It  has  been  advanced  by  some,  and  quite  lately,  to  myself, 
though  by  strangers  to  the  Island,  that  these  waste  lands  might  be 
usefully  employed  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  coffee,  spices,  and  such 
products ;  but  anyone  familiar  with  the  tremendous  nurricanes  and 
the  tropical  deluges  with  which  Mauritius  is  occasionally  visited, 
must  accept  such  theories  as  simply  chimerical. 

109.  Consequent  upon  the  gradual  exhaustion  of  the  land  from 
long  years'  succession,  with  but  little  and  exceptional  variation  on 
some  estates,  of  sugar  crops,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  resort  to 
manures,  to  a  somewhat  immoderate  degree,  of  guano  as  we\\  as  of 
the  Inodore  manufacture ;  and  to  this  some  attribute  the  partial 
deterioration  of  several  varieties  of  sugar  canes ;  but  as  many  new 
descriptions  have  been  imported  from  New  Caledonia  and  other 
countries,  it  is  hoped  they  may  shortly  prove  productive  with  an 
improved  system  oi  agriculture. 

110.  But  a  serious  consideration,  from  the  effect  of  the  land  being 
thus  saturated  with  an  uninterrupted  and  increasing  quantity  of 
manure,  arises  from  the  fact  that  when  soaked  with  water  it  festers 
under  a  tropical  and  periodically  vertical  sun,  and  especially  from  the 
higher  plateaux  after  heavy  rains,  by  a  process  of  filtration ;  but 
more  perhaps  by  the  €ow  of  surface  streams,  the  ammoniacal  essence  of 
these  substances  is  conducted  into  the  rivers  from  whence  the  drinking 
water  of  the  population  is  entirely  derived,  unimpeded,  as  might  have 
been  the  case,  oy  the  roots  of  forest  trees,  by  spongy  mosses,  and  the 
luxuriant  undergrowth. 

111.  Add  to  this,  a  further  pollution  of  drinking  water  is  caused 
by  a  superabundant  Indian  and  coloured  population  of  uncleanly 
habits,  who  have  been  permitted  to  locate  themselves     *      *     ♦ 

with  little  attention  to  regularity  or  cleanliness.  .  Twelve  months  and 
a  day  undisturbed  possession  of  site,  without  payment  of  rent,  gives 
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HACBiTiuii.  right  of  tenure,  without  an  expensive  ejectment  process  before  the 
Supreme  Court  This  has  been  taken  advantage  of  by  ^many  who, 
having  completed  Iheir  indenture  of  service,  are  either  unable  or 
disinclined  to  return  to  their  native  country ;  and  the  system  has 
existed  for  many  years,  is  now  difficult  if  even  possible  soon  to 
remedy,  and  is  fraught  with  future  evil  consequences  to  the  public 
health. 

112.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  these  rivers,  the  sole  source  of 
drinking  water  for  the  population,  are  also  the  general  lavatories  for 
every  purpose  of  all  classes,  and  it  may  then  easily  be  conceived  what 
organic  matter  and  impurities  must  be  imbibed  in  this  country,  where 
wells  are  hardly  known,  how  injuriously  the  public  health  must  be 
affected ;  nor  can  it  be  wondereid  at  why  the  people  stand  in  such 
deadly  terror  of  cholera  and  other  epidemic  diseases. 

113.  To  remedy  this  evil  condition  of  things  in  an  overcrowded 
tropical  country,  where,  year  after  year  and  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
though  much  has  been  said  and  written,  but  little  has  been  really 
practically  eflected  for  good,  would  be  now  indeed  a  question  of 
almost  insurmountable  difficulty.  A  vast  reduction  in  the  Indian 
population,  numbers  of  whom  have  acquired  a  right  of  tenure  by  squat- 
ting, would  perhaps  be  the  plainest  solution  if  it  were  practicable. 

114.  I  am  also  persuaded  that  the  position  of  this  Colony  has 
been,  and  will  be  still  more  affected  in  an  important  degree  by  the 
opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  route,  and  the  enormous  use  now  made  of 
steam  power  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Eastern  Seas.  That  shorter, 
quicker,  and  safer  route  to  the  East  must  before  long,  with  few 
exceptions,  supersede  the  long  and  tedious  track  round  the  stormy 
Cape ;  and  though  Mauritius  with  its  sheltered  harbour  and  excel- 
lent graving  docks,  may  possibly  continue  a  refuse  for  some  few 
ships  to  repair  damage,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  has  now  a 
formijjiable  rival  in  the  splendid  new  breakwater  and  docks  of  Table 
Bay,  and  that  it  is  no  longer  on  the  high  road  of  the  Eastern  World, 
nor  can  it  ever  i^ain  become  the  important  port  of  call  of  former 
years,  lying  lonely  and  isolated  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  out  of  the  track 
of  all  steamers  passing  by  the  future  great  highway  of  the  Red  Sea, 
through  the  Gulf  of  Aden  towards  Australia,  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  or 
to  the  China  Seas,  through  the  Straits  of  Malacca  or  of  Sunda. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        E.  SELBY  SMYTH, 

Major- Greneral. 


Euclosure  1 
in  No.  4. 


♦  Tlie4,e 
Bet  urns  are 
not  printed. 


(No.  116.) 

SiB, 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  4. 


Mauritius  Kailways,  General  Manager's  Office, 
Port  Louis,  March  1, 1871. 

Financial  Report  for  1870. 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  enclosed,  for  the  iaformatioQ 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the   usual  returns*  showing  the 
receipts  and  exnenditure  of  this  Department  for  the  year  ending  3l8t 
December,  1870,  as  follows : — 
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No.  1.  A  Bummary  of  traflSc  similar  to  that  forwarded  to  the     MAuiimut. 

Board  of  Trade  by  Railway  Companies  in  England,  and  pre- 

sented  annually  to  Parliament. 
No.  2.  A  comparative  statement  of  traffic  for  the  years  1869  and 

1870. 
No.  3*  Beturn  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  1869  and  1870 

as  required  by  Acts  31  and  32  Victoria,  cap.  119. 

2.  Referring  to  return  No.  2, 1  would  beg  to  call  attention  to  the 
following  pointa 

North  Line. 
Passenger  Traffic, 

3.  The  passenger  traffic  of  this  line,  I  regret  to  say,  still  shows 
a  falling  ofiP  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  number  of  pas- 
sengers, exclusive  of  season-ticket  holders,  conveyed  in  1870,  having 
been  342,102  as  against  349,010  in  1869,  or  a  decrease  of  6,908. 

4  This  decrease  may  probably  arise  from  many  of  the  inhabitants 
who  formerly  resided  in  the  proximity  of  the  North  Line  stations 
having  removed  to  the  higher  portions  of  the  Island  which  the  Mid- 
land Line  traverses.  This  supposition  appears  to  be  borne  out  by 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  passengers  on  the 
Midland  Line  during  the  past  year. 

5.  The  receipts  from  passengers  on  the  North  Line  have  in  like 
manner  decreased,  the  actual  figures  being  17,595/.  in  1870  as  com- 
pared with  17,720i  in  1869,  or  a  decrease  of  125Z. 

6.  The  receipts  obtained  fi'om  parcels,  carriages,  horses,  dogs, 
mails,  and  miscellaneous  items,  were  1,612/.  in  1870  as  against 
1,62621  in  1869,  and  the  total  passenger  receipts  in  1870  were 
19,207/.  as  compared  with  19,346/.  in  1869,  or  a  difference  in 
favour  of  the  previous  year  of  139/. 

Goods  Traffic,  N.  L. 

7.  Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  sugar  crop  the  tonnage  of  goods 
has  fallen  off  during  the  past  year,  there  having  been  a  reduction  of 
9,057  tons  of  sugar,  and  an  increase  of  1,991  tons  of  general 
merchandise  carried,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  leaving  a 
balance  of  7,066  tons  in  favour  of  1869. 

8.  The  goods  receipts  have  naturally  followed  the  falling  ofl^  in  ton- 
nage, the  revenue  in  1870  having  been  17,340/.  as  against  18,975/. 
in  1869,  or  a  decrease  of  1,635/. 

9.  The  total  revenue  on  this  line  for  1870  has  fallen  from  38,821/. 
in  1869  to  36,547/.,  or  a  decrease  of  1,774/. 

10.  The  receipts  per  railway  mile  per  annum  have  declined  firom 
1,236/.  in  1869  to  1,179/.  in  1870,  ana  the  receipts  per  train  mile 
fTromJ87-82to  J87-50. 

Midland  Line. 
Passenper  Traffic. 

11.  The  passenger  traffic  on  the  Midland  Line  has  increased 
largely  during  the  past  year,  the  number  conveyed  being  485,583  in 
1870  as  compared  with  430,964  in  1869,  or  an  augmentation  of 
54,619  passengers. 
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Macbitr's.         12.  Increased  facilities  have  been  extended  to  the  public  by 
attachi^  a  composite  carriage  of  three  classes  to  goods  trains. 

13.  The  receipts  from  passengers  have  risen  from  32,637?.  in  1869 
to  35,080Z.  in  1570,  or  an  increase  of  2,443?.,  and  there  has  been  an 
advance  of  401Z.  in  favour  of  1870  on  the  other  items  of  passenger 
traffic,  making  the  total  receipts  under  this  head  37,744/.  as  com- 
pared with  34,900Z.  in  1869,  or  an  augmentation  of  2,844?. 

Goods  Traffic,  M.  L. 

14.  From  the  same  cause  adverted  to  under  this  head  on  the 
North  Line,  there  has  been  a  falling  oflF  in  the  sugar  traffic  in  1870 
as  compai*ed  with  the  previous  year,  the  actual  tonnage  being  20,219 
in  1870  against  28,912  in  1869,  or  a  decrease  of  8,693  tons.  This 
decrease  has,  however,  been  more  than  compensated  by  an  increase  of 
9,666  tons  of  general  merchandise  conveyea  during  the  past  year,  the 
total  number  of  tons  of  this  description  of  traffic  having  risen  from 
35,375  in  1869  to  45,041  in  1870,  thus  leaving  a  balance  of  973 
tons  of  goods  conveyed  in  favour  of  the  past  year.  The  total  tonnage 
conveyed  was  65,260  in  1870  and  64,287  in  1869. 

15.  The  goods  receipts  have  not,  I  regret  to  say,  kept  pace  with 
the  increased  tonnage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  freight  for  general 
merchandise  (or  traffic  from  Port  Louis)  is  much  lower  than  the  tariff 
charged  on  sugar  from  the  estates  to  town,  the  revenue  under  this 
head  having  fallen  from  22,846?.  in  1869  to  22,192?.  in  1870,  or  a 
decrease  of  654?. 

16.  The  total  revenue  on  the  Midland  Line  has  risen  from  57,746?. 
in  1869  to  59,936?.  in  1870,  bemg  an  increase  of  2,190?.  The 
receipts  per  railway  mile  per  annum  have  increased  from  1,649?.  in 
1869  to  1,712?.  for  the  past  year,  and  the  receipts  per  train  mile 
have  risen  from  89  00  in  1869  to  810-54  in  1870. 

Summary  of  both  Lines, 

17.  The  statement  under  review  shows  the  total  increase  or  de- 
crease of  each  item  of  traffic,  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 
these  in  detail ;  taking  the  totals,  however,  the  return  shows  that 
during  1870  the  number  of  passengers  conveyed  was  827,685  as 
against  779,974  in  1869,  and  that  the  total  receipts  from  passenger 
traffic  were,  during  the  same  periods,  66,951?.  and  54,246?.  respec- 
tively. 

18.  Dealing  in  the  same  manner  with  the  goods  traffic,  it  appears 
that  120,128  tons  have  been  conveyed  in  1870  as  against  126,281 
tons  in  1869,  giving  a  revenue  of  39,532?.  in  the  former  year  as 
/M)mpared  with  41,821?.  in  the  latter.  The  total  revenue  fix)ia  all 
sources  of  traffic  has  increased  from  96,067?.  in  1869  to  96,483/.  in 
1870. 

19.  The  receipts  per  railway  mile  per  annum  have  risen  from 
1,455?.  in  1869  to  1,462?.  in  1870,  and  the  receipts  per  train  mile 
were  89  •  14  in  1870  as  against  88-49  in  1869. 

20.  The  average  mileage  per  passenger  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
while  the  average  receipt  per  passenger  has  fallen  off  1  •  55  per  cent. 
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(owing  to  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Ist  and  2nd  class  passengers) ;     BdAUEmui. 
there  is  ako  a  slight  decrease  in  the  receipt  per  ton  of  goods  carried 
in   1870,  consequent  on   the  falling  oflF  in   the   tonnage  of  sugar 
conveyed. 

Train  Mileage, 

21.'  Whilst  the  traflSc  on  the  whole  has  increased  during  1870,  the 
train  mileage  has  decreased  from  226,303  miles  in  1869  to  211,214 
miles  in  1870,  or  a  decrease  of  15,089  miles,  and  this  of  course 
accounts  for  the  receipts  per  train  mile  being  higher  in  1870  than  in 

Expenditure. 

22.  The  same  return  (No.  2)  shows  the  expenditure  in  1869  and 
1870,  the  principal  items  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

23.  The  expenditure  on  account  of  maintenance  of  way  has 
increased  from  11,503/.  in  1869  to  12,646/.  in  1870,  caused  by 
relaying  portions  of  the  Midland  Line  with  steel  rails,  and  other 
indispensable  repairs. 

24.  The  steel  rails  are  answering  our  expectations.  Engines 
furnished  with  steel  tyres — as  all  upon  the  Midland  Line  are— do  not 
suffer  any  diminution  of  their  tractive  force  in  ascending,  or  the 
trains  display  any  tendency  to  accelerate  their  speed  in  descending^, 
the  gradients  upon  which  steel  rails  have  been  laid  down.  As  this 
coincides  with  the  more  lengthened  experience  obtained  upon  the 
Ceylon  Kailway,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  advising  the  gradual  substi- 
tution of  steel  for  iron  rails  upon  the  Midland  Line.  vVe  are  fitting 
upon  each  Midland  engine,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  Le  Chatelier 
or  counter-pressure  break,  which  has  already  proved  itself  to  be 
a  valuable  auxiliary. 

25.  In  June  last  the  Grand  Kiver  temporary  wooden  bridge  was 
successfully  replaced  by  the  rebuilt  iron  girders  after  a  few  days' 
mterruption  oi  the  traffic. 

26.  The  locomotive  expenses  have  decreased  from   25,292/.  in 

1869  to  23,528/.  in  1870^,  in  consequence  of  the  amount  expended  for 
fuel  and  oil  during  the  past  year  having  been  reduced,  partly  attribut- 
able to  several  cargoes  of  coals  having  been  obtained  at  a  low  price, 
and  partly  to  a  reduced  consumption  per  en^e  mile  run. 

27.  The  expenditure  for  repairs  of  carnages  and  waggons  has 
increased  from  3,553/.  in  1869  to  3,721/.  during  the  past  year, 
caused  principally  by  the  waggon  stock  requiring  more  extensive 
repairs  owing  to  increasing  age,  and  by  three  ordinary  composite  and 
three  third-dass  carriages  having  been  converted  into  treble  compo- 
site carriages  ;  also  by  the  building  of  one  double-sto^  carriage. 

28.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  59/.  in  the  traffic  expenses  for 

1870  as  compared  with  1869,  while  the  general  charges  have  de- 
creased from  4,898/.  in  the  latter  year  to  4,056/.  in  the  former. 
The  special  expenditure  has  also  been  reduced  from  2,291/.  in  1869 
to  956/.  in  1870. 

29.  An  item  for  level  crossing  appears  for  the  first  time  in  this 
return,  the  expenditure  on  which  has  amounted  to  1,959/.  during  the 
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Macbcttoi.    p^^  ygj^p     rjy^  ^jjjg  heading  ia  charged  the  wages  of  all  gatenien  at 
crossings  and  the  expense  of  erecting  huts  for  the  same. 

80.  The  total  expenditure  for  1870  was  61,407?.  as  compared  witli 
61,839/.  in  1869,  or  a  decrease  of  432?. 

31.  It  is  gratifying  to  remark  that  the  total  revenue  has  exceeded 
the  estimated  revenue  bv  1,683?.,  and  that  the  actual  expenditure  is 
leas  than  that  estimated  by  8,743?.  (this  fi^re  is  obtained  b^  taking 
credit  for  the  11,000?.  voted  for  renewals  of  permanent  way,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  provided  in  the  estimates). 

32.  The  net  profit  for  the  year  1870  was  35,076?.  as  against 
34,228?.  in  1869,  or  an  increase  of  848?.,  and  is  divided  as  follows  : — 

£ 
North  Line-        -        -    11,800 
Midland  Line  -        -    -    23,276 


Total    -        .        .£85,076 


Aocidmls. 


33.  On  October  1st  a  slight  collision  occurred  at  the  Failles  Station 
between  the  1.30  p.m.  down  mixed  train  and  the  10.15  am.  up  goods 
train,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  pointsman  turning  the  down 
train  into  the  siding  where  the  goods  train  was,  when  two  or  tiiree 
passengers  received  slight  contusions ;  with  this  single  exception,  I 
am  happv  to  say,  no  passengers  have  received  any  injuries. 

34.  Tne  train  service  has,  I  believe,  been  pmbrmed  with  regu- 
larity. The  permanent  way  and  works  and  the  rolling  stock  have 
been  well  maintained. 

35.  It  is  gratifVing  to  learn  that  the  health  of  the  staff  has  consi- 
derably improved  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  mortality  has 
decreased.  Dr.  Riccard  has  continued  to  display  the  same  kind 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  staff  that  has  invariably  distinguished 
him. 

36.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  very  efficient 
and  cordial  assistance  that  X  have  received  from  the  heads  of  eadi 
branch  of  the  service  ;  without  this,  I  need  not  remark  that  it  would 
have  been  almost  imnossible  for  me  to  have  carried  on  the  combined 
duties  of  the  general  manager  and  locomotive  engineer  since  July 
last 

I  am,  &C., 
(Signed)        W.  H.  SCOTT, 

Acting  Manager. 
The  Honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
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Mauritius. 

Enclosure  3  Endosuro  3  in  No.  4. 

in  No.  4. 

Report  of  the  Acting  Ofpicbr  of  the  Civil  Status  of  Port 
Louis,  for  the  year  1870. 

Pojpulation, 

The  estimated  resident  population  of  Mauritius  on  the  Slst  De- 
cember, 1870,  was  328,633,  being  an  increase  of  5,709  on  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  general  population  numbered  64,608  males 
and  53,389  females ;  the  Indian,  140,283  males  and  70,353  females. 
The  proportion  of  males  in  the  former  class  is  54*75  per  cent,  in  the 
latter,  66-59. 

The  natural  increase  of  a  population  is  represented  by  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths,  and  in  1870  the  population  of  Mauritius  gained 
3,731  by  such  excess;  equal  to  an  increase  of  rather  more  than  10 
per  day.  The  excess  of  births  in  the  general  population  was  1,532 ; 
m  the  Indian,  2,199.  In  1869  the  excess  of  births  in  the  general 
population  was  only  352,  and  in  the  Indian  the  deaths  exceeded  the 
births  by  1,668. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  are  calculated  on  the  mean  population 
of  the  year,  which  is  estimated  at  325,304,  viz.  general  population, 
64,027  males  and  52,879  females ;  Indian,  139,412  males  and  68,986 
females :  the  mean  population  of  Port  Louis  having  been  estimated 
at  65,000. 

Marriages. 

The  total  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  year  was  702,  of 
which  461  appertained  to  the  general  population  and  241  to  the 
Indian.  These  figures,  however,  do  not  give  the  sum  total  of  all  the 
marriages  contracted  in  the  year.  A  small  section  of  the  com- 
munity, chiefly  European,  are  satisfied  with  the  religious  ceremony  of 
marriage,  after  civil  publication  of  the  banns,  and  such  marriage, 
although  equally  valid,  are  not  registered  in  the  Civil  Status  Office,  no 
returns  of  marriages  celebrated  by  ministers  of  religion  being  received. 


Births. 

The  total  number  of  living  births  registered  in  the  year  was 
11,157,  being  an  increase  of  1,178  over  that  in  the  previous  year. 
The  annual  birth  rate,  3*42  per  cent,  was  the  highest  recorded 
during  the  last  10  years,  with  the  exception  of  1865,  when  it  was  slightly 
exceeded.  The  birth  rate  of  the  general  population  was  3*57,  and  that 
of  the  Indian,  3  *  34.  The  average  annual  birth  rate  in  England  in  a 
period  of  31  years  is  3 '  37. 

Compared  with  1869,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
births  in  every  district,  but  it  varied  considerably.  In  Grand  Port 
it  was  equal  to  19  per  cent ;  in  Port  Louis,  17 ;  in  Pamplemousses 
and  Plaines  Wilhems,  12 ;  in  Black  River,  9  ;  in  Biviere  du  Rem- 
part  and  Slavanne,  8 ;  in  Flacq,  5  ;  and  Moka,  0-7. 
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8eX.  MAUBITirS. 

Of  the  11,157  children  born,  5^662  were  males  and  5,495  females ; 
80  that  to  every  100  girls,  103  boys  were  bom.  There  was  an  excess 
of  male  births,  however,  only  in  the  ^neral  population.  In  the 
Indian  there  was  an  excess  of  female  births,  of  rather  more  than  1* 
per  cent.  The  proportions  differ  in  the  several  districts,  but  in  only 
two,  Pamplemousses  and  Black  River,  is  there  a  total  excess  of  female 
births.  In  the  dbtrict  of  Grand  Port  the  sexes  are  equal  The 
greatest  disparity  in  sex  is  observed  in  Riviere  du  Rempart  and 
rlaines  Wilhems,  where  the  proportion  of  boys  bom  to  every  100 
girls  is  respectively  108  and  107. 

The  births  were  most  numerous  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  least  numerous  in  the  first.  In  1869  they  were  most  numerous 
m  the  third,  and  least  in  the  first  In  1870  the  births  in  the  last  six 
months  exceeded  those  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  by  58  per  cent 

Deaihi. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1870,  exclusive  of  those 
which  belonged  to  the  military,  shipping,  and  dependencies,  was 
7,426,  and  the  annual  death  rate  was  2 '28  per  cent.,  a  death  rate 
that  will  compare  favourably  with  that  of  many  of  the  least  unhealthy 
countries  of  Europe.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  so  favourable  a 
death  rate  can  be  permanently  maintainea.  .  1870  was  an  exceptional 
year,  following  closely  on  three  years  of  terrible  sickness  and  mor- 
tality, during  which  period  a  large  proportion  of  the  weak  and  aged 
succumbed,  many  of  whom  under  ordinary  hvgienic  conditions  might 
Lave  mn  a  longer  course,  in  due  time  ad£ng  their  quota  to  the 
mortality  of  future  years. 

There  was  but  liUle  difference  in  the  death  rates  of  the  two  classes 
of  the  population,  the  death  rate  of  the  Indian  being  only  2  per 
10,000  higher  than  that  of  the  general  nopulation :  nor  was  there 
any  great  difference  in  the  relative  mortality  of  the  sexes.  In  both 
classes  the  female  rate  was  higher  than  that  of  the  male,  and  the 
difference  was  more  marked  among  the  Indians,  which  was  scarcely 
to  be  expected,  seeing  how  much  more  the  males  of  that  class  are 
exposed  to  casualties  than  the  females ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Indian  female  births  exceeded  the  male  births,  which  may  in 
some  measure  account  for  it  The  same  inference  however  may  be 
drawn  from  this  apparent  anomaly,  as  from  the  relatively  high  Indian 
birth  rate,  viz.  that  the  Indian  female  element  has  been  under- 
estimated. 

Deaths  at  Different  Agee. 

lAy  last  two  quarterly  Reports  contained  Tables  showing  the  pro- 
portional mort^aity  of  both  dasses  of  the  population  at  different 
periods  of  life.  It  would  scarcely  be  fitir  to  draw  any  general 
conclusions  from  the  statistics  of  six  months,  but  still  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  being  struck  with  the  large  proportion  of  deaths  among  the 
Indian  population  at  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  prime  of  life,  that 
is  between  the  ages  of  20  and  40  years.    The  &ct  may  be  in  some 

r 
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MAtBiAw^  measure  accounted  for  by  the  aonual  departure  from  the  Colony  of 
many  Indians  after  the  completion  of  their  industrial  residence.  It 
is  probable  also  that  the  ages  of  Indians  are  not  always  ticcnrately 
ascertained  and  recorded.  Thinking  that  a  compahson  irith  the 
rates  of  mortality  tit  different  ages  in  Bngland  might  not  be  without 
interest,  I  have  appended  a  tabular  statement,  from  which  it  wlH  be 
seen  that  the  comparison  is  not  unfaTourable  to  Mauritius  in  fegard 
to  Infant  mortality,  nor  in  regard  to  the  proportion  of  deaths  tit 
different  a^es  up  to  20  years.  But  in  the  10  years  between  20  arid 
30  it  is  higher  than  it  is  in  England  in  the  15  years  betweeil  20 
and  35 ;  and  in  the  20  years  between  20  and  40,  it  is  7  per  cent 
higher  than  it  is  in  England  ip  the  35  years  between  the  ages  of  20 
and  55.  The  proportional  mortali^  at  these  ages  is  higher  in  both 
classes  of  the  population,  but  relatively  much  higher  in  the  Indinit, 
especially  between  the  ages  of  30  and  40  years,  where  it  will  be  seed 
to  have  attained  the  proportion  of  20  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths.  In 
each  decennial  period  after  the  age  of  50,  the  proportional  mortality 
of  Indians  is  consequently  much  lower  than  in  England,  very  few 
deaths  of  Indians  over  60  years  of  age  being  registered. 

Part  Louis. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Port  Louis  was  1,905.  Esti- 
mating the  population  of  the  town  at  65,000,  the  annual  death  tfite 
was  2-93.    In  1869  the  death  rate  was  4*46.     This  mafked  im- 

Erovement,  due  in  great  measure  to  the  improved  state  of  the  public 
ealth  generally,  may  fairly  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  successful 
effbrts  made  by  the  Government  and  the  municipality  in  improving 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  Which  in  many  respects  is  infinitely 
better  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  The  general  diminulioil  ill  tiie 
mortality  of  the  Island  mat  also  be  ascribed  in  part  to  the  fkct  that 
greater  attehtion  is  paid  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  all  of  whoiil  arc 
now  entitled  to  gratuitous  medical  relief^  although  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  large  proportion  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege. 

Of  the  1,905  deaths  in  Port  Louis,  904  or  47*4  per  cfent  were 
caused  by  fever,  the  proportion  being  nearly  3  •  per  cent,  higher  than 
in  the  rural  districts,  where  it  was  43  *  9.  In  the  first  quarter  the 
number  of  deaths  from  that  cause  was  243,  in  the  second,  812  ;  in 
the  third,  195,  and  in  the  fourth,  154.  Of  these  total  deaths,  88 
were  described  as  from  intermittent  fever,  17  remittent,  1  enteric, 
9  malarious  fever  and  cachexy,  and  the  remainder  as  fevei*  simply. 
It  is  probable  that  all,  oi*  nearly  all,  were  modifications  of  the  sailie 
disease.  In  ten  public  establishments  in  the  town,  in  whidh  ail 
average  of  1,916  men  are  employed^  the  annual  death  rate  was  2*79 
per  cent.  In  the  railway  department,  employing  1,010  men,  there 
were  only  4  deaths  in  the  year. 

Sugar  Estates. 

It  appears,  from  the  Reports  of  the  two  Medical  Inq^ctorSy  Dm 
Desjardms  and  Gouly,  that  notwithstanding  the  general  {M-evaltoee  af 
fever,  the  health  of  ^e  men  employed  on  sugar  estates  was  satis- 
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factory,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.     Dr.  Gouly  reports  that  ih  the    MArRmus. 

second  quarter  of  the  year  ferer  had  assumed  a  serious  character  at 

Petite  Savantte,  especially  on  one  estate,  the  camp  of  which  it  had 

beeti  found  necessary  to  remove  to  a  highef  and  healthier  situation. 

The  mortality  on  that  estate  had  been  heavy ;  10  men,  2  wometi,  and 

6  dhildren  having  succumbed.     He  subsc^iuently  reports  that  the 

dbaflge  had  been  highly  beneficial,  and  that  the  disease  had  almost 

disappeared.     He  described  t)ie  disease  as  "having   assumed  the 

"  eharactet  of  Bombay  fever." 

In  Pttmpletliottsses  the  annual  death  rate  (of  the  three  quarters) 
among  men  employed  on  sugar  estates,  was  1  *  16  per  cent. ;  in 
Riviire  du  Bempart,  1*61;  in  Flacq,  1-44;  in  MoKa,  0*92;  in 
Plaines  Wilhems,  1-05;  in  Savanne,  1'48;  in  Grand  Port,  101; 
in  Black  River,  1-25.  It  is  toot  possible  to  calculate  the  death  rate 
of  the  women  and  children,  as  their  numbers  are  not  given,  but  it  is 
evidently  less  favourable  than  that  of  th6  men.  In  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  of  men  was  220,  women  63, 
children  225.  Iti  the  second  quarter  the  number  of  men  who  died 
was  219,  women  107,  children  224.  In  the  third,  men  221,  womett 
102^  children  212.    Total  men  660,  women  272,  children  661. 

A  comparison  with  1869  gives  the  following  results :  k  reduction 
of  8,869  m  the  total  numb^  of  deaths  registered,  and  of  8,001  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  fevet,  equal  to  34*2  per  cent,  in  the  first  case, 
and  47 '4  In  the  last;  The  improvement  was  genel^l,  but  was  most 
remarkable  in  the  district  of  Flacq,  where  the  total  reduction  was  50 
per  cent  In  six  districts  it  ranged  between  30  and  33  per  cent. 
In  Qratid  Port  and  Savanne  it  amounted  respectively  to  21  and  IS 
per  cent. 

The  highest  monthly  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1869  was 
1,466  in  April,  the  lowest  518  in  November.  In  1870  the  highest 
was  721  in  January,  the  lowest  621  in  October,  and  the  same  in 
November. 

Itt  Port  Louis  the  highest  monthly  mortality  was  216  in  Januarj^, 
the  lowest  121  in  September.  In  Paraplemousses  the  highest  104  in 
January,  lowest  59  itl  October.  In  Rivifere  du  Rempart,  highest  43 
in  May  and  June,  lowest  25  in  October.  In  Flacq,  highest  104  in 
January,  lowest  70  in  November.  In  Grand  Port,  highest  83 
in  January,  lowest  48  in  October.  In  Savanne,  highest  76  in  Julie, 
lowest  40  in  January.  In  Plaines  Wilhems,  highest  93  in  March, 
loweat  89  in  October.  In  Black  River,  highest  37  in  May,  lowest  13 
in  September  and  October-.  Iti  Moka,  highest  42  in  August,  lo\^  est 
25  itt  May.  Cottlpat^ng  the  four  quarters  of  the  year,  we  find  that 
1,996  deaths  were  te^stercd  in  tlie  first,  2,062  in  the  second,  1,787 
in  the  third,  and  1,576  in  the  fourth.  In  1869  the  numbers  were 
respectively  3,340,  3,961, 2,175,  1,819  ;  a  difference  in  the  rfespective 
quarters  of  1,344,  1,899,  888,  and  248  in  favour  of  1870. 

Causei  qf  Death. 

Fever  eaused  3,829  deaths,  being  44*8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
mortality  of  the  year.  In  the  first  quarter  the  number  of  dcatlis 
from  that  cause  was  043 ;  in  the  second,  1,029 ;  in  the  third,  789 ; 
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MAUBtnn.  and  in  the  fourth,  568.  The  variations  will  be  found  to  correspond 
pretty  doeely  with  those  in  the  mortality  firom  all  causes.  For 
instance,  in  the  second  quarter  there  was  an  increase  on  the  first 
quarter  of  66  in  the  total  number  of  deaths,  and  of  86  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  fever ;  in  the  third  quarter  a  reduction  on  the  second 
of  275  in  the  total  deaths,  and  of  240  in  the  deaths  from  fever;  in 
the  fourth  quarter  a  reduction  on  the  third  of  211  in  the  total  deaths, 
and  of  221  in  the  deaths  from  fever,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
the  mortality  from  all  other  causes  does  not  vary  conaderably,  and 
that  the  fluctuations  in  the  death  rate  are  in  ^reat  measure  due  to 
fever  alone.  Table  No.  5  gives  the  number  of  deaths  fix)m  fever  and 
from  all  other  causes  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  in  the  several 
districts,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  first  quarter  the 
number  of  deaths  frx)m  all  other  causes  (highest)  was  1,055,  and  in 
the  third  (lowest)  998,  a  difference  of  only  57,  whilst  the  number  of 
deaths  from  fever  in  the  second  quarter  (highest)  was  1,029,  and  in 
the  fourth  (lowest)  568,  a  difference  of  461. 

According  to  the  registered  causes  of  death,  dysentery,  next  to 
fever,  was  the  most  fated  disease,  720  deaths  having  been  ascribed 
to  that  cause.  How  many  of  these  fatal  cases  were  complications  or 
sequels  of  malarial  fever,  there  are  no  means  of  ascertainmg,  but  it  is 
a  significant  fact  that  54  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  and  61  *  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  fix>m 
dysentery.  It  must  however  be  borne  in  mind  that  dysentery  is 
always  more  prevalent  during  the  dry  months,  when  the  rivers  are 
low,  and  the  water  consequently  less  pure.  Diarrhoea  caused  127 
deaths,  and,  like  dysentery,  was  most  fatal  during  the  first  half  oCthe 
year,  nearly  60  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  that  cause  having 
occurred  in  that  period.  There  were  5  deaths  from  sporadic  cholera 
in  the  year,  2  of  which  occurred  at  Flacq  in  the  first  quarter,  and 

1  at  Savanne,  1  at  Grand  Port,  and  1  at  Port  Louis  in  the  fourth. 
A  full  account  was  given  of  the  three  latter  cases  in  my  Report  for 
the  quarter  ending  Slst  December.  There  were  6  deaths  from 
whooping  cough,  dl  of  which  occurred  at  Savanne.  In  1869  the 
number  of  deaths  from  that  cause  was  31,  of  which  10  occurred  at 
Savanne.  Diphtheria  and  sore  throat  caused  52  deaths,  36  of  which 
were  registered  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  These  cases  were 
not  confined  to  any  particular  districts,  but  were  distributed  pretty 
generally;  only  4  were  medically  certified  to  have  been  cases  of 
diphtheria,  and  they  occurred,  1  at  Port  Louis,  1  at  Grand  Port,  and 

2  at  Flacq.  Five  children  died  from  croup,  2  in  the  first  quarter 
and  3  in  the  second.  In  1869  the  deaths  from  these  causes  were, 
diphtheria  1,  sore  throat  44,  croup  1.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratorv  system  generally,  caused  424  deaths,  against  480  in 
1869.  Tnese  diseases  were  most  fatal  in  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year,  in  which  period  57*7  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths  from  those 
causes  were  registered.  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  were  also 
more  fatal  in  the  last  six  months,  especially  tetanus  and  infantile 
convulsions,  which  caused  respectively  102  and  253  deaths.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  tetanus  registered  year  by  year  is  very 
remarkable,  and  does  not  appear  to  be  decreasing.  In  1868  the 
number  was  89  ;  in  1869, 62 ;  in  1870, 102.    Only  7  of  these  deaths 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  HEB  majesty's  OOLONIAL   POSSESSIONS.  85 

were  medically  certified,  and  only  1  was  described  as  a  case  of  Maubitius. 
traumatic  tetanuf .  Now  idiopathic  tetanus  is  by  no  means  a  common 
disease  in  other  countries,  and  the  causes  of  its  frequency  in 
Mauritius  would  form  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry.  Tetanus 
however  is  confined  pretty  much  to  children  of  tender  age  in 
Mauritius,  and  may  possibly  be  another  name  for  convtihiom.  One 
death  from  hydrophobia  was  re^stered  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year  at  Flacq  ;  the  case  was  that  of  an  Indian  boy  aged  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  phagedenic  ulcers  and  hospital  gan- 
grene was  74  against  100  in  1869 ;  of  the  former  19  occurred  in  the 
first  quarter,  28  in  the  second,  19  in  the  third,  and  8  in  the  fourth. 
26  of  these  deaths  were  registered  at  Port  Louis,  13  at  Pample- 
mousses,  2  at  Riviere  du  Rempart,  5  at  Flaca,  10  at  Grand  Port,  2 
at  Savanne,  14  at  Plaines  Wilhems,  2  at  Black  River.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  the  civil  hospital  and  the  public 
institutions  at  Pamplemousses,  Grand  Port,  and  Plaines  Wilhems. 

119  deaths  from  the  effects  of  childbirth  were  registered  in  the 
year,  27  of  which  occurred  in  Port  Louis.  Now  as  the  number  of 
child-bearing  women  in  the  year  was  11,990,  it  follows  that  about  1 
in  every  hundred  died.  In  1869.the  proportion  was  still  higher,  but 
even  now  it  is  double  the  average  of  England. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  violence  or  accident  amouuted  to  259, 
being  a  reduction  of  64  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  homicides 
were  10  against  15,  the  suicides  66  against  90.  The  suicides  con- 
sisted of  59  Indian  men,  1  Indian  woman,  4  Creole  men  and  1  woman, 
and  ]  Chinaman.  40  deaths  were  registered  from  drowninfif,  58 
from  bums  and  scalds,  and  1  from  privation.  18  of  these  deaths 
were  registered  in  the  first,  27  in  the  second,  24  in  the  third,  and  30 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  vear.  The  number  of  deaths  registered, 
the  causes  of  which  were  unknown,  was  48. 

0.  F.  Edwards, 
Acting  OflScer  of  the  Civil  Status. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  4.  EncloBuro  4 

To  His  Excellency  The   Honourable  A.  H.   Gordon,  K.C.M.G.,      ^^^-^^ 
(Jovemor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Mauritius  and  its  Depen- 
dencies. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Eeport  for  1870,  appending 
to  it  various  tabulated  statements*  setting  forth  the  most  important 
details  connected  with  our  immigration  of  that  and  the  nrevious  years. 
2.  The  first  of  those  statements  shows  that  the  following  immi- 
grants were  introduced  m  1870  : —  Immigninis 

M.  F.  Total.  iotroduced  in 


From  Madras  -        -        722  836  1,068 

„     Calcutta   -        -    -    2,109  909  3,018 

4,076 
They  arrived  in  13  ships,  9  of  which  came  from  Calcutta. 


1870. 


*  The  returns  with  this  Beport  are  not  printed. 
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Maurii  US. 

Immigration 
of  1869. 


Hoqnisiiions. 


Recruitment 
Bt  Madras. 


8.  The  previous  year's  immigration  bad  beea  as  follows : — 


Bom  I  ay 

Agc:icy. 


Calcutta 
Agency. 


General  state ^ 
of  health  of 
immigrants  of 

1870. 


From  Madras 
„    Calcutta 


903 
279 


379 
121 


1,282 
400 

1,689 


4.  At  the  olote  of  1870,  the  numbers  of  immigrants  reiniuning  to 
be  received  on  the  requisitions  yet  unsatisfied  were— 615  from 
Madras  and  1,226  from  Calcutta.  The  number  due  from  Madras 
is  not  stated  to  be  larger,  because  numerous  requisitions  which  had 
been  sent  to  that  Presidency,  having  lapsed,  bad  to  be  struck  out 

5.  Our  agent  at  Madras,  on  being  called  upon  to  account  for  the 
tardiness  with  which  the  requisitions  sent  to  him  had  been  acted  upon» 
has  represented  that  he  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to  recruit  emigrants 
under  the  instructions  which  he  has  received  from  our  Government, 
and  has  applied  for  an  increase  of  his  powers. 

He  states  that  he  is  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage,  relativelv  to 
other  recruiting  agents ;  first,  because  the  rate  of  wages  at  wLich 
he  is  authorised  to  engage  emigrants  is  lower  than  those  pro- 
posed by  other  agents;  next,  because  the  agents  for  the  French 
( Colonies  are  allowed  to  give  intending  emigrants  three  months'  pay 
in  advance,  whereas  his  advances  are  not  allowed  to  exceed  one 
month's  wages ;  and,  lastly,  because  they  propose  a  free  return  pas^ 
sage  to  the  emigrant  after  five  years'  service,  whereas  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  make  any  such  ofi'er.  His  representations  having  been 
referred,  in  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  orders,  to  the  Immir 
gration  Committee  of  the  (Council  of  Government,  I  need  not  allude 
to  them  any  further  in  this  Report. 

6.  The  slow  progress  of  immigration  from  Madras  led  several 
planters  to  renew  tl^ir  endeavours  to  obtain  labourers  from  Bombay. 
Our  agent  at  that  port,  on  being  informed  that  it  was  thought  desir- 
able to  bring  his  agency  into  active  operation  again,  proposed  to 
make  up  for  the  want  of  a  permanent  depot  on  shore  by  employing 
ships  as  temporary  dendts,  and  embarking  his  recruits  as  fast  as  they 
would  present  themselves.  The  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  of  Bombay,  whose  decision  is  now 
awaited 

7.  Our  Calcutta  agent,  although  authorised  to  ofiar  emigrants 
neither  a  higher  rate  of  wages  than  our  agent  at  Madras,  nor  lar^r 
advances  of  pay,  nor  any  greater  advantage  in  other  reipects,  hai 
succeeded  in  carrying  out  his  requisitions  very  satisfactorilv :  not 
only  have  his  requisitions  been  promptly  exeeuted,  but  the  labourers 
dispatched  by  him  have  been  well  selected,  and  the  expenses  attend* 
ing  their  transport  have  been  restrained  hy  him  within  the  narrowest 
possible  bounds.  Yet,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  from  Cal- 
cutta as  well  as  from  Madras  representations  have  been  received  that 
more  favourable  terms  are  proposed  to  emigrants  by  the  other  labour- 
importing  Colonies  than  by  ours. 

8.  The  general  state  of  health  of  the  immigrants  who  arrived  in 
1870  was  very  satisfactory.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
subject  them  to  quarantine. 
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9.  Three  ships  from  Calcutta,  and  three  from  Madras,  arrived  MAUBiTirs. 
withoul;  any  mortality  whatever.  I  think  it  right  to  mention  their  i^ortality  at 
names,  and  the  names  of  their  commanders : —  sea  in  1870. 


Btte  of  Arrival. 


Ship. 


Master. 


I        Whence. 


Jamiarj  16       -        - 

Alabama 

Wip.  Harrison 

.    Calcatta. 

JiiQe22        -        -   - 

AUum  Ghier       -   - 

W.  Williams        -    - 

1              n 

October  5          -        - 

Nimrod  -        -        - 

J.  Bullock 

1 

March?       •       -   . 

Inverdruie  -        -   -  (  James  Peter        -   - 

Madras. 

June  11    <       -       - 

Palmyra          *       -,     Thomas  Halbert      - 

Beptembpr?-        -   - 

Charmia^    -        •   -     C.  E.  Stewart      -   - 

1 

In  the  other  vessels  the  total  mortality  was  23  deaths  from  Cal- 
cutta, and  1  from  Madras ;  which  only  gives  a  ratio  of  i^  per  cent. 

10.  This  ratio  of  deaths  stands  in  favourable  contrast  with  the 
mortuary  rates  in  emigration  from  India  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  latter  were  as  follows  in  18fi9  : — 

In  ships  despatched  to 


British  Guiana 
Trinidad      - 
Jamaica  - 


-  4*80  per  cent. 

-  1-82       „ 

-  2-58       „ 


^lortality  in 
Indian  eiui- 
grntion  to  the 
West  Indies 
in  18G9. 


11.  The  mortality  in  our  own  immigrant  vessels  in  1870,  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  two  previous  years,  is  as  follows : — 


1868   - 

-     •  88  per  cent. 

1869 

■        -    -     •«       „ 

1870  . 

-        -     -58       „ 

Mortality  In 
ships  of  1870 
compared  to 
that  of 
previous  years. 


12.  The  proportion  of  females  to  males  in  the  immigration  of  the 
year  was — 


Proportion  of 
females. 


Prom  Madras  -        .        - 

„     Calcutta    - 
In  total  number  introduced 


43*1  per  cent. 
46-5       „ 
43*9       „ 


13.  The  average  amount  of  the  employer's  share  of  the  cost  of 
introduction  was — 

£    s.      d. 
From  Calcutta 
,,     Madras    - 


9     5     91 

9  14     9f  P^J^O^®*^^** 


Cost  of  intro- 
duction of 
immigrants. 


14.  The  departures  of  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

M.  P. 


For  Madras   - 
iy    Calcutta 
„    Bombay  - 
„    Other  Places 


268 

1,359 

321 

224 


102 
801 
166 
101 


TotaL 

370 
1,660 

487 
825 


Departures  of 
1870. 


2,172 


670 


2,842 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


88 


BBPOBIB  EXHIBITlKa   THB  PBE8ENT  STATE 


MAiWTim. 

Iiep«rturet  of 
proriouf  j6Mnk 


ProporUon  of 
femnlM  in 
emigmtioiL 

Arrifftla  and 
departnret 
since  1884. 


Outlines  of 
the  history  of 
our  immigim- 
tion. 


First  period. 


Second  period. 


Tliird  and 
fourth  iteriods. 


-  2,571 

827 

3,898 

-  1,880 

664 

2,544 

-  1,684 

686 

2,820 

15.  The  total  departures  of  the  three  previous  years  were — 

M.  F.  TotaL 

In  1867         -        - 
1868     • 
1869 

16.  The  proportion  of  females  to  males  hi  the  emigration  of  1870 
was  30*84  per  cent 

17.  The  arrivals  and  departures  of  Indian  immigrants  since  1834 
are  given  in  the  Appendix  marked  D ;  which  shows  that  since  the 
introduction  of  labour  from  India  was  first  resorted  to  no  less  than 
374,450  immigrants  have  been  thence  brought  over;  and  that 
100,350  have  returned  to  their  country  after  having  gone  through 
various  periods  of  service. 

18.  I  should  have  wished  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  a  complete 
retrospect  of  our  immigration  since  its  commencement,  following  it 
step  by  step  through  all  its  phases ;  but  the  various  other  labours  to 
which  I  have  now  to  attend  forbid  my  going  beyond  the  mere  outlines 
of  its  history. 

The  labour-market  of  India  was  first  looked  forward  to  b^  our 
planters  when  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  became  a  ccrtamty.^ 
The  first  Indian  labourers  were  introduced  in  1834.  The  measure 
was  regarded  by  many  with  ^reat  misgivings  as  to  its  success.  The 
character  of  the  Indian  and  his  fitness  for  agricultural  labour  had  vet 
to  be  studied :  the  first  trials  of  Indian  immigration  were  therefore 
very  limited  and  hesitative.  But  it  soon  became  apparent  that 
labour  could  be  drawn  from  no  better  source ;  and  before  the  middle 
of  1839  no  less  than  25,287  immigrants  were  thence  introduced. 

On  the  29th  May,  1839,  emigration  from  Calcutta  to  Mauritius 
was  suspended  by  the  Governor-General  of  India,  on  the  ground  that 
the  protection  afforded  to  emigrants  by  the  regulations  then  in  opera- 
tion was  insufficient.  It  is  undeniable  that  there  were  good  reasons 
for  imposing  further  checks  upon  the  various  operations  involved  in 
the  recruitment  of  emigrants  and  their  conveyance  to  this  Colony. 
The  interference  of  Government  had  until  then  been  confined  to  the 
delivery  pf  a  **  speeicd  licence  "  to  any  person  who  volunteered  to 
undertake  those  operations.  There  being  no  further  control,  abuses 
arose  which  it  became  imperative  to  stop.  The  interval  between 
1834  and  May,  1839,  may  be  considered  as  forming  the  first  period 
of  our  immigration. 

The  second  period  may  be  taken  to  b^n  on  the  2nd  December, 
1842,  when  emigration  from  India  was  reopened  to  us  imder  a  syste- 
matized governmental  superintendence,  and  to  come  down  to  the  25tfa 
November,  1856,  when  another  suspension  was  decreed  by  the 
Government  of  India.  The  reason  assigned  foi  this  second  interdic- 
tion was  that  our  miarantine  stations  were  not  in  an  efficient  state. 

Up  to  the  31st  March,  1844,  the  introduction,  though  controlled, 
was  left  to  private  individuals  without  any  limitation  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  introduced ;  and  a  bounty  Was  paid  to  the  introducer 

"^  The  tottil  nefpro  population,  at  the  time  of  the  emancipation  of  Blayee,  wu  esti- 
mated  to  n mount  to  01,000  souls ;  of  which  number  about  28,000  wore  consideied  to 
fonn  the  cfiVctive  staff  of  tUe  agricultural  laboofers  in  the  Colony. 
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for  every  immigrant  landed :  this  was  termed  the  Bounty  System.     It     Maumtius. 
was  superseded  in  March,  1844^  when  the  whole  of  the  operations         """■ 
connected  with  immigration  were  taken  under  the  direct  supervision 
and  management  of  Gbvemment.    The  number  to  be  introducod 
annually  was  thenceforward  fixed  by  the  Council  of  Government: 
this  was  called  the  Contingent  System. 

The  second  interdiction  was  removed  by  the  Government  of  India 
on  the  22nd  April,  1857.  The  interval  between  that  date  and  the 
30th  November,  1858,  when  the  contingent  system  was  abolished  and 
rules  were  established  for  allowing  contracts  of  service  to  be  entered 
bto  in  India,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  third  period ;  and  the  fourth 
may  be  considered  as  extending  thence  down  to  the  present  time. 

Since  November,  1858,  (begmning  of  the  fourth  period)  the  intro- 
duction of  labour  has  been  freed  from  the  arbitrary  restrictions  to 
which  it  had  previously  been  subjected.  Instead  of  introducing 
annual  contingents  which  might  cither  exceed,  or  be  insufficient  to 
satisfy  the  actual  reouirements  of  the  Colony,  all  persons  in  need  of 
labour  have  been  len  free  to  indent  for  any  number  of  immigrants 
they  wish  to  receive,  provided  they  furnish  good  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  of  introduction,  except  one-half  of  the  passage- 
money  of  females,  which  has  been  made  chargeable  to  the  public 
funds  ;*  and  provided  also  that  they  satisfy  Government  that  they 
are  in  a  position  to  carry  out  all  their  engagements  towards  tiie 
immigrantfs  for  whom  they  apply. 

By  Ordinance  No.  16  of  1862,  which  came  into  operation  in  April, 
1863,  an  imjportant  change  was  made  in  the  system  inauguratea  in 
1858 ;  the  first  contract  of  service  of  the  immigrant  was  made  co- 
extensive with  his  industrial  residence.  Under  the  law  previously  in 
force,  the  immigrant,  though  bound  to  serve  for  five  years,  was  only 
engaged  to  his  first  employer  for  three-fifths  of  that  time :  he  was 
free  to  spend  the  remainaer  under  other  employers  of  his  choice; 
these  becoming  liable  to  refund  to  his  introducer  a  portion  of  the 
cost  of  iptroduction  equivalent  to  the  residue  of  industrial  residence 
which  had  to  be  gone  through. 

19.  The  total  Indian  population  in  the  Colony  at  the  close  of  each 
of  the  two  last  years  wns  as  follows : — 


Increase  of 
Indian  popii« 
l»tk>n. 


1869- 
1870 


Increase 


M. 

138,883 
140,288 

1,400 


F. 

6*^888 
70,353 

2,465 


Total. 

20M71 
210,636 

3,865 


20.  There  has  likewise  been  an  increase  in  the  general  population,  J^JJJ®  ^^ 

M.  F.  Total.  popnlation. 


1869- 
1870 


Increase 


63,604 
64,608 

1,004 


52,549 
53,399 

850 


116,153 
118,007 

1,854 


♦  As  the  proportion  of  females  to  males  which  the  present  regulations  require  is 
50  per  cent,  or  one-third  of  the  total  number  introduced,  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
introdaotion  devolTing  on  the  public  treasury  is  one-iixth. 
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Maubitiob.        The  increaMS  in  both  sections  of  the  population  are  due  to  the 
arrivala  haviug  cxceejcd  tiie  departures,  and  to  Uie  births  ba?ing 
outnumbered  we  deaths, 
Pn^rtion  (^       21.  Whereas  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  remained  nesrly 
J^JJ^®?  *?,       stationary  in  the  general  population,  the  percentsfe  having  only 
oSImj.  changed  from  82-61  in  1869  to  82-68  in  1870,  in  the  Indian  popu- 

lation it  rose  from  48*  88  at  the  end  of  1860  to  50*  15  at  the  ^oae 
of  1870. 

In  the  total  population  the  prqporUon  af  femtles  to  mides  wss 
60-39  MT  cent 
Deaths  in  tiie       22.  The  deadis  of  the  year  were  as  follows  ;-^ 

Colony  daring 

the  last  three  H.  F.  Total 


years. 


In  Indian  pcmolation^        ->    3,081  1,687  4,768 

„  Gepeial        „  -   -    1,451  1,207  2,658 


Totals         -        -    4,532            2,894  7,^26 

Those  of  the  two  previous  years  are  shown  by  the   followiqg 
figures ; — 

Indian  Population.       General  Population.  TotaL 

186S    *.        -    127l86                       6,217  18,409 

1869         -   -      7,926                      8,869  11,295 

Bates  of             23.  The  millesimal  ratio  of  deaths  has  considerably  declined  ;-^ 

°^^^**^'                                   Ratio  per  1000.                       1868.              1SS9.  1S70. 


In  Indian  population       -        «    55*1  36*9  221 

„  General        „  -        r    -    51*0  281  22-0 

„  Total  „  -        .    53-6  33-7  22-0* 


The  formula  taken  for  the  compntation  of  these  ratios  is  that  which 
I  explained  in  my  last  Annual  Report. 
Number  of  24.  The  last  half-yearly  reports  of  the  Stipendiary  Mapstrates 

sugar  estates,    show  that  the  number  of  sugar  estates  is  now  reduced  to  215. 
P^Hilatkm  of       ^^'  '^^^  population  of  those  estates  was  as  follows  at  the  end  of 
estates.  1870  :— 

AboYo  the  age  of  10  years : — 
Indian  immigrants   -• 
Creoles       -        t        -   • 
Africans  and  others  • 


Ohildren  under  10  ^ 

Total  population 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

66,798 

8,048 

408 

22,406 

2,946 

101 

W.198 

6,988 

609 

70,248 
13,839 

26,452 
12,923 

95,696 
35.768 

88,082 

88,376 

121,467 

Decrease  in  26.  Tbe^e  figures,  compared  to  those  of  1869,  show  a  coouderable 

p^uiation  of    decrease  in  the  population  of  the  estates,  amongst  the  males.    He 
•^*'*^-  feUing-oflF  is  as  follows :~ 

♦  The  mean  annnal  rate  of  mortality  in  Englandj  from  all  causes,  was  2?  per  1000 
in  1868.    It  had  been  2-lOths  lugher  in  the  preceding  qui^quenm'al  period. 
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Kale  popoUtiott  of  1860    -        ^        -    84,679                      IfAimmi. 
D§ci««i©  at  wd  of  1870         -        -   -      1,697  

It  is  clear  that  there  have  been  large  withdrawals  from  the  sugar 
estates.  Hence  the  present  tendency  tp  a  rise  in  w^ges,  and  to 
increased  demands  for  new  immigrants. 

27.  The  population  of  the  island  having  increased  while  that  of  the  Classes  of 
sugar  estates  has  dinunished,  it  follows  that  the  classes  non-resident  5on^r^Vdent 
on  those  estates  have  had  their  numbers  strengthened.     The  census  on  sugar 
about  to  be  taken  will  show  what  their  pursuits  are,  and  how  many  ©states. 
persons  are  engaged  in  each  different  occupation. 

28.  The  mortali^  on  sugar  estates  fell  from  3,701  in  1869,  to  ^"""^^^^ 
2,362  in  1870.      The  ratio  has   been  decUning  as  follows  since  Si^l^ 
1868:— 


1868  -        -        .    45-1  per  1000 

1869  .        .        .    .    80-2 

1870  -        -        -    18-9 


29.  The  dfuly  average  purober  of  sick  treated  iq  the  ^atflte  bwr  Sicknese  on 
pitals  of  each  district  during  1869  and  1870  is  shown  in  Appendix  ®*****'* 
G,  which  is  based  on  returns  received  by  me  from  the  Medical 
Inspectors.     The  total  average  number  under  treatment  pw  day  is 
reported  to  have  been  19&  in  1869  and  146  in  1870. 

ifo  correct  inference  can  be  drawp  frqm  these  figures  ai  to  the 
general  state  of  health  of  the  population  of  the  estates,  nor  can  any 
right  conclusions  be  grounded  on  the  details  of  the  Medical  Inspeo* 
tors'  returns  as  to  the  relative  healthiness  either  of  the  estates  or  of 
the  districts.  As  many  of  the  sick  decline  going  to  the  hospitals, 
the  hospital  regbters  do  not  show  the  whole  amount  of  sickness  on 
each  estate,  but  merely  the  cases  which  have  undergone  hospital 
treatment. 

IE30.  The  state  of  the  c^mps  and  hospitals  is  reported  to  be  as  Gamps  and 
bUows :—  hospitals. 

Gamp9,       ^08pikl8. 

Very  good     -----        9  12 

Good 188  171 

Tolerable 13  16 

In  need  of  repairs  and  alterations    -        4  8 

Bad 6  1 

Very  had       .,•-.!  0 

Those  which  were  not  in  a  satisfactory  state  were  ordered  to  be 
set  aright.  I  propose  to  ascertain  by  personal  inspections  whether 
their  defects  have  been  removed. 

31.  The  daily  average  number  of  absentees  on  all  the  estates  Absenteeism, 
taken  together,  amounted  to  5,801  in  the  last  half-year  of  1870; 

it  was  6,003  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1869 ;  and  7,235  in  1868. 

32.  The   number   of    deserters   remaining  unarrested   continues  Deserters, 
declining : — 

Deserters  unarrested. 

End  of  1868  -  -  -  2^649 
„  1869  .  -  -  2,376 
„      1870-        .        .    1,643 
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Hauuiiui* 


Amanof 


The  returns  do  not  show  how  many  of  the  deserters  of  each  of 
these  three  years  deserted  within  the  year,  and  how  many  were  old 
deserters.  A  printed  form  requiring  information  on  those  points  has 
been  addressea  to  the  planters,  so  that  the  progress  or  decline  of 
desertion  may  be  better  ascertained  in  future. 

33.  Thirty-one  estates  owed  arrears  of  wages  exceeding  two 
months.     The  arrears  due  were  as  follows : — 


Bataf  of 
aUowAnoei. 


Appendix  I. 
Engagementa. 


Indo- 
MfturitiftDt. 


Length  of 
contracts. 


NaofEftatee. 

IT- 

6       - 
1- 


No.  of  Months. 

.    -    4 

-    5 


The  magistrates  have  been  req^uested  to  ascertain  and  report 
whether  those  arrears  have  been  paid  up ;  and  whether  any,  aiul  if 
so  what,  arrears  have  accumulated  on  tnoee  estates  since  the  end  of 
last  year. 

34.  The  present  average  rates  of  wages  and  allowances  of  agricul- 
tural labourers  and  of  domestic  servants,  artisans,  and  tradesmen,  are 
shown  in  Appendix  H. 

The  present  average  rate  of  wages  of  old  immigrants,  compared 
to  the  mean  rate  at  the  end  of  last  year,  exhibits  an  increase  of 
nearly  two  shillings.  '^There  is  a  tendency  to  a  still  further  rise,  due 
to  the  decrease  which  I  have  already  pomted  out  m  the  labouring 
population  of  the  estates,  and  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  immi- 
gration to  keep  the  labour  market  adequately  supplied. 

The  Government  scale  of  wages  and  allowances  has  remained 
unaltered  since  December,  1868. 

35.  The  number  of  engagements  passed  between  labourers  and 
employers,  and  the  rates  at  which  they  were  passed,  are  shown  in  Ap- 
pendix J.  76,921  men  were  engaged;  31,461  changed  masters; 
45,460  re-engaged  on  the  estates  where  they  had  already  been 
employed. 

Appendix  £  shows  that  65,193  men  were  engaged  by  proprietors 
of  sugar  estates,  and  5,050  by  job  contractors. 

The  number  of  men  who  engaged  themselves  comprised  3,004 
Creoles  of  Indian  origin.  This  class  of  Indo-Mauritiaus  is  fast  in- 
creasini^ ;  and  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  very  few  of  them 
leave  the  Colony. 

36.  The  periods  for  which  the  engagements  of  1870  were  con- 
tracted were  as  follows : — 

No.  of  Men  engaged. 


Less  than  one  year     - 
One  year  -    - 
Eighteen  months 
Two  years 

Three  „  -        - 

Five     „         -        . 

Total  . 


.  4,877 

.  63,858 

-  12,800 

-  4,118 

-  1.990 

288 

-  76,921 


^8M  tried  by  37,  If  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
diftiy  Magia-  *^^  appealed  to  for  the  redress  of  grievances  can  rightly  be  taken  as  a 
timtes. 
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criterion ;  the  mutual  relations  between  masters  and  servants  nave     MAUBrnus. 
very  much  improved.     The  convictions  pronounced  in  the  Stipen- 
diary  Courts  during  the  last  three  years,  m  matters  between  masters 
and  servants,  stand  as  follows : — 

1868.  1869.  1870. 

Against  Servants      -        -    14,875        8,162        4,964 
„      Masters  -        -    -      7,733        3,936        2,607 

The  conrictions  have  fallen  to  one4hird  of  what  they  amounted  to 
in  1868,  both  in  proceedings  against  masters  and  m  complaints 
against  servants.  This  decrease  of  litigation  on  both  sides  unde- 
niably indicates  a  healthier  tone  in  the  intercourse  between  labourers 
and  their  employers. 

38.  The  numoers  set  against  masters  comprisie  the  following  awards  ^oJ^-P^yment 
on  complaints  for  non-payment  of  wages  : —  ^  wages. 

Oonvictiona. 

1868  -    -    .  6"^2 

1869  -    -    -  -  3,618 

1870  -    •   -  2,031 

I  am  happ^  to  be  able  to  report  so  marked  an  improvement  in  this 
respect  likewise :  it  leads  me  to  hope  that  greater  regularity  in  the 
payment  of  wages  will  be  obtained  in  future. 

39.  Appendix  O  shows  the  number  of  Indians  convicted  in  the  WiftM  oon 
Court  of  Assizes  during  the  last  five  years.    The  cases  of  murder  gn^,^  *^* 
and  manslaughter  increased  from  7  in  1869  to  16  in  1870 ;  but  the  Court, 
total  number  of  commitments  (under  all  charges)  was  nearly  the 

same :  58  in  1869 ;  59  in  1870. 

40.  The  convictions  of  all  the  Criminal  Courts  of  the  Colony,  in  CJonylotiojw  ia 
1870,  are  given  in  the  next  statement  (Appendix  P).     They  were  as  ^^®(S^ 
follows : — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Indians  -        -        -    6,419  136  6,664 

Others        -        -    -     1,826  89  1,416 

The  proportion  of  the  number  of  individuals  convicted  under  the 
criminal  law  to  the  total  amount  of  each  section  of  the  population 
was  as  follows : — 

Percentage. 

3*1       -        -        -    In  Indian  population. 
I'l  -        -        -    -     „  General        „ 

41.  The  Acting  Officer  of  the  Ciril  Status  of  Port  Louis  baring  Suiddes. 
brought  to  notice  numerous  suicides,  chiefly  committed  by  Indians,  in 

1868  and  1869,  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  was  drawn  to  that  subject,  and  in  consequence  of  his  Lord- 
ship's instructions  I  have  been  directed  to  make  inquiries  in  regard 
to  that  matter.    T  have  called  for  returns  from  all  the  Officers  of  the 
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MArMTitg.    Ciril  Status  exhibiting  the  nuitiber  of  suicides  registered  by  each  of 
—        them,  Willi  8u(*h  particuUrt  a^  it  is  in  their  power  to  report. 
They  dhow  the  following  details : — 
Persons  who  committed  suicide  in  1870  :— 

M.  F.  Total. 


Indittu  > 

-    56 

8 

»9 

CreolM 

.    •      6 

1 

6 

Ohineae  - 

-      1 

0 

1 

EoMpetas  • 

-    -      I 

0 

1 

63  4  67 

The  Acting  Officer  of  the  Civil  Status  of  Port  Louis  has  reported 
the  suicides  of  1868  aiid  i  869  to  be  as  follows  :— 


1««^  I  Others. 


f  Indians    -        -        -     61  1  c>i 


In  the  Indian  population  there  have  therefore  been  30  suicides  less 
in  1870  than  dunng  the  previous  year. 
Inqoetts  re-         42.  SdtisfiictoiT  as  it  13  to  Site  that  the  iiumber  of  individuals  who 
commended,     destroyed  thetttselves  last  year  irB»  so  touch  sttialler,  comparatively  to 
the  previous  year,  I  think  it  advisable  thdt  a  special  inquest  be  held 
iti  future  on  the  occurrence  of  every  case  df  suicide,  so  that  all  the 
clrcumstailces  of  each  case  may  be  fully  investigated  and  brought  to 
light ;  and  1  should  beg  of  your  Excellency  to  direct  that  a  copy  of 
the  report  be  sent  to  toe  by  the  magistrate  who  has  made  the  inquiry 
whenever  the  deceased  is  an  Indian  immigrant 
itatio  of  48.  The  ratio  of  the  suicides  in  this  Colotiy  was  fls  follows : — 

suicidM  com- 
pared to  thai  In  Indian  population  -        -        -    280  per  million, 
^(o*^®'  „  GmienJ        -,  ...      67 


placet. 


It  would  have  been  interesting  to  know  how  these  rates  stand  com- 
paratively to  those  of  India;  but  the  data  procurable  from  India  are 
scanty  and  incomplete.  The  Administration  Report  of  Madras  fur 
1868-69  states  that  the  suicides  recorded  in  that  Presidency  in  1868 
amounted  In  nil  to  1,300— whith  number  ^duld  represent  a  propor- 
tion of  54  per  million  to  the  estimated  population  of  the  wiiole 
Presidency. 

That  would  be  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  proportion  of  suicides  in  our 
Indian  population  In  1870j  and  even  lower  than  the  ratio  in  England 
— which  was  70  per  million  in  1868,  and  a  littie  more  than  64  per 
million  in  the  previous  five  years  taken  together. 

But  as  the  same  Administration  Report  of  Madras,  further  on, 
describes  the  system  of  registration  of  births  and  deaths  as  Working 
unsatisfactorily  in  that  part  of  India,  and  plainly  states  that  **  r^h 
"  iraUotiy  wUhottt  any  doubt,  i$  largely  mlded,''  it  is  assutaaWe  that 
the  number  of  suicides  registered  in  the  provinces  of  MadfUS  is  mueh 
below  the  reality. 
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My  knowled^  of  the  character  of  Indidhs  leads  me  to  the  belief    MAURmts. 
that  they  are,  m  general,  more  addicted  to  self-murder  than  Eiiro* 
peans ;  and  that  suicidal  propensities  are  neither  weaker,  nor,  pro- 
portionally to  population,  itiore  seldom  met  With  in   India  than 
here. 

I  am  inclined  to  thiiik  that  if  the  characteristics  of  the  Indian 
felo-de-se  were  studied,  if  the  feelings  and  impulses  under  which  he 
generally  comes  to  the  resolution  of  parting  with  life  were  watched, 
they  would  be  found  to  differ  from  what  characterizes  the  jgenerality 
of  self-murderers  in  lEurope.  1  merely  point  td  the  Inquiry'*  as  one 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  tend  to  account  tot  the  much  heavier 
riitio  rf  sliidaes  in  otit*  Indian  populatioh  than  in  the  population  of 
England.  The  special  inquests  I  have  recommended  would  serve  to 
show  wheihei^  there  are  any  othei*  causes  which  might  be  considered 
as  purely  lo  al,  and  not  attributable  to  ethnological  or  physiolo^cdl 
diflerences. 

44.  The  sulfides  of  females  cotitrasted  With  thoSe  of  malcis  show  l*«>poi^on  ot 
the  fbllowitig  dlflferences  of  prdportion :—  nS^ 

suioides. 
FtOpdftioii  of  FemoleB  to  Mdeli. 

Hadia8,1868      .        .        ^        .        .    151*0  per  cent. 

England,  1868 36-0       „ 

MauriiiuB,  1870,  in  Indian  population  -        6*3       „ 

It  Is  difficult  to  account  tor  diflerences  so  great  without  further 
investigation  into  their  causes ;  but  it  is  evidently  desirable  that  every 
endeavour  should  be  used  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  what  those 
causes  are. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  smallness  of  the  proportion  in  this  Colony 
is  chiefly  ascribable  to  the  females  of  our  Indian  population  being, 
comparatively  to  the  females  of  their  classes  in  India,  far  better  pro- 
vided for,  and  therefore  less  inclined  to  self-murder. 

45.  Of  the  general  condition  of  the  immigrants  in  the  Colony  I  General 
have  no  hesitation  in  reporting  favourably.     Individual  grievances  ^^^^^  in 


may  confidently  affirm  that  the  condition  of  the  immigrant 
labbiii-er  in  Mauritius  is  decidedly  happier  than  that  of  the  generality 
of  labbiirers  of  his  class  in  India. 

46.  'The  sUnis  deposited  by  Indians  In  tbe  Savings  featik  during  the  Savings  and 
years  1869  ahd  1870  were  as  follows  *.—  rennttancea. 

1869  ^        ^        -    81,999  12  11 

1870  «        «        ^   ^    21,716  18    4 

The  ameuoi  standing  to  the  credit  of  tndiails  in  the  Savings  Bank 
at  the  &aA  of  each  of  the  last  two  yeani 


£  *.       d. 

In  1869-    .    -  69,032  8  6^ 
„  1870   -   -  -  70,470  12  H 
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MAUBrmn.        Their  remittances  to  India  through  the  Immigration  Office  were  as 
follows : — 


ToOalontU 
„  Madras   - 
„  Bombaj 

Total 


16,818  rapees. 
2,590      „ 
1,120      „ 


-    -    20,628 


Laws  of  1870 
directly  oon- 
oerninglndiAii 
immi^ftntt. 


AmcDidmeiitB 
dtsirable  in 
•sitting  lawB. 


47.  Of  the  laws  passed  in  1870  the  two  following  most  directly 
concern  Indian  immigrants. 

1.  Ordinance  No.  11. — To  amend  the  laws  relatbg  to  public 
health. 

2.  Ordinance  No.  12. — To  punish  the  enticing  away  and  har- 
bouring of  wives  of  Indian  immigrants. 

By  tne  former  it  was  intended  to  impose  a  tax  on  all  immigrants, 
old  or  newy  engaged  or  unengaged,  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the 
rest  of  the  community,  for  the  sanitaiy  government  of  the  Colony. 
The  principles  of  this  Ordinance  need  not  be  further  adverted  to 
here,  as  it  nas  not  been  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty,  and  has  to  be 
recast. 

Ordinance  No.  .12,  besides  providing  a  penalty  against  the  enticiDg 
away  or  harbouring  of  wives  of  Indian  immigrants,  empowers  dis- 
trict magistrates  to  compel  a  wife  who  is  ^a  native  of  India,  and  has 
deserted  her  conjugal  domicile,  to  return  to  it  The  power  of  coer- 
cion  so  granted  to  district  magistrates  is,  however,  carried  no 
further :  the  wife,  if  she  desert  again,  is  simply  exposed  to  a  renewed 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  magistrate  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
between  her  and  her  repudiate  husband. 

A  more  substantial  improvement  is  provided  in  a  clause  which 
enacts  that  district  magistrates  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  entertain 
claims  for  alimony  instituted  by  deserted  wives.  This  power  was  for- 
merly invested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  the  wives  of  immi- 
grants, those  especially  wno,  being  deserted  by  their  husbands,  are 
consequently  penniless,  have  practically  no  access  whatever. 

48.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  very  desirable  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
district  magistrates  be  still  further  enlarged  in  matters  relating  to 
marriage.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  they  are  called  upon  to  use  Uieir 
utmost  endeavours  to  impress  upon  Indians  a  reverence  for  the  mar- 
riage tie,  and  a  proper  sense  of  the  duties  and  obligations  consequent 
on  the  marriage  contract,  I  think  that,  on  the  other,  when  there  exist 
valid  grounds  for  a  separation  from  bed  and  board,  or  a  dissolution  of 
marriage,  they  should  be  vested  with  the  power  of  decreeing  it 

The  colonial  laws  do  provide  remedies  for  cases  in  which  a  judicial 
separation  or  a  divorce  is  justly  claimable ;  but  those  remecUes  are 
placed  entirely  bevond  the  reach  of  the  poor.  It  thence  follows, 
that  unions  which  there  exist  good  grounds  to  put  an  end  to  are  often 
forcibly  prolonged  until  they  five  rise  to  unfortunate  consequences, 
sometimes  even  to  crime— or  Uiat  they  are  broken  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  law,  and  replaced  by  concubinage  and  its  train  of  demo- 
ralizing results. 

49.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  submitted  it  to  be  my  opinion 
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that  although  our  legislation  concerniug  labour  had  in  many  respects 
proved  very  beneficial,  there  were  several  questions  involved  in  it 
which  required  further  consideration  and  probably  further  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Legislature.  Subsequent  experience  has  confirmed 
and  strengthened  the  opinion  which  I  then  held.  On  some  of  the 
points  to  which  I  referred  I  am  not  now  wholly  prepared  to  enter,  but 
to  the  following  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  reference  without  any 
further  procrastination. 

The  restrictions  set  on  free  labour  have,  in  my  opinion,  been  car- 
ried too  far.  The  limit  to  which  they  should'  be  extended  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  econsidered — so  that  while  a  proper  check  is  laid  on 
vagrancy,  no  undue  restraint  should  be  cast  on  the  exercise  of  honest 
industiT. 

As  the  rules  imposing  those  restrictions  weigh  exceptionally  on  one 
single  class  of  the  community — ^the  class  of  old  immigrants — it  is 
undeniably  just  and  proper  that  every  relaxation  of  those  rules  con* 
sistent  with  public  order  should  be  conceded  to  them  as  soon  as 
possible. 

50.  The  amendments  which  I  consider  to  be  necessary  in  the  regu- 
lations now  in  force  are  the  following : — 

^1.)  That  every  old  immi^ant  who  is  the  holder  of  a  licence  autho- 
rizing him  to  carry  on  any  ousiness,  trade,  or  profession,  should  be 
exempted  from  the  obligation  imposed  on  old  immi^ants  by  Regula- 
tion Jfo.  56  (that  of  paying  for  a  day-labourer's  Lcence  if  he  work 
by  the  day). 

(2.)  That  the  fee  imposed  on  the  old  immigrant  who  is  a  day- 
labourer,  by  Regulation  78,  should  be  reduced  from  1/.  to  lOs.  per 
annum. 

(3.)  That  old  immigrants  who  have  paid  for  hawkers'  or  carriers' 
licences  should  be  placed  quite  on  a  par  with  all  other  hawkers  and 
carriers  as  to  the  lioerty  of  proceeding  from  one  district  to  another. 

(4.)  That  every  old  immigrant  who  is  not  under  written  engage- 
ment, and  changes  his  abode  or  occupation  within  the  district  of  nis 
domicile,  should  be  allowed  at  le_ast  48  hours  to  declare  the  change  to 
the  Police  Office  of  his  district 

(5.)  That  old  immigrants  who  are  not  under  engagements  (verbal 
or  written)  should  be  free  to  go  and  visit  their  friends  in  other  dis- 
tricts, or  to  proceed  to  other  districts  on  business,  provided  they  do 
not  absent  themselves  more  than  ten  days  from  the  district  in  which 
they  are  domiciled,  without  having  previously  obtained  the  permission 
mentioned  in  Regulation  45,  or  given  notice  to  the  principal  police 
officer  of  the  district  in  which  they  so  prolong  their  stay. 

(6.)  That  police  passes,  when  renewed  because  they  are  torn,  soiled, 
or  so  much  written  upon  as  to  have  no  space  for  further  entries^  be 
issued  free  of  charge. 

(7.)  That  the  power  of  exempting  an  old  immigrant  from  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fee  on  any  police  pass  be  extended  to  the  Protector  of 
Immigrants. 

(8.)  That  the  power  of  authorizing  any  old  immigrant  to  go  and 
reside  in  a  foreign  district  for  a  specified  time,  be  extended  to  the 
Protector  of  Immigrants  and  to  the  stipendiary  magistrates. 


Maukitius. 


AmendmeulB 
suggested  to 
be  made  in 
labour  regula- 
tions now  in 
force. 
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Cousolidation 
oflaboorlaws. 


(9.)  That  every  police  pass  applied  for  by  an  old  immigrant  who 
is  entitled  to  receive  it  should  be  delivered  to  him  without  any  delay 
or  postponement,  provided  the  application  be  made  between  8  a.m. 
and  4  p.m.  :  and  that  the  ofBcer  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  delivering 
such  passes  be  subjected  to  a  penalty  in  the  event  of  his  not  deliver- 
ing any  such  pass  on  the  daj  it  is  applied  for,  when  he  has  no  lawful 
£  round  for  refusing  its  delivery ;  such  penalty  %o  be  summarily  in- 
cted  by  the  stipendiary  magistrate  on  the  complaint  of  the  appli- 
cant or  any  person  on  his  behalf. 

51.  By  Ordinance  No.  31  of  1867  many  of  the  laws  relating  to 
Indian  immigrants  and  other  labourers  were  amended  and  consoli- 
dated. The  consolidation,  intentionally,  was  not  made  complete — 
that  is,  not  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  laws  of  the  Colony  regarding 
labourers — because  many  of  the  changes  then  introduced  into  the 
system  were  looked  upon  as  tentative,  and  as  requiring  the  test  of 
experience  before  being  definitively  admitted  into  our  Statute  Books. 
Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  enable  us  to  see  clearly  how  far 
those  new  principles  will  prove  successful  in  carrying  out  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature ;  some  of  those  principles  require  to  be  tried  in  a 
modified  form  before  a'definitive  judgment  can  rightly  be  passed  upon 
thenu  Besides,  it  is  not  improbable  that  other  measures  not  hitherto 
sanctioned  by  law  will  have  to  be  resorted  to  with  the  view  of  perfect- 
ing the  system  now  in  operation.  It  is  therefore  too  soon  yet  to 
uraertake  a  thorough  consolidation  of  our  labour  laws,  desirable  as  it 
no  doubt  is  that  they  should  be  reduced  to  one  complete  code. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)         II,  N.  D.  Beyts, 


15th  AprU,  1871. 


Protector  of  Immigrants. 


EncloBore  5 
in  No.  4. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  4. 

Sir,  Government  Savings  Bank,  April  1, 1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Government  Savings  Bank  for  the  past  year  1870. 

2.  The  Report  is  accompanied  with  the  usual  Appendices,  giving  in 
detail  the  necessary  explanatory  information  as  regards  the  move- 
ments of  the  bank  during  that  period,  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in 
stating  that  the  public  (uie  saving  portion  of)  continue  to  manifest  a 
desire  to  avail  of  the  many  advantages  it  offers. 

3.  The  abundant  crop  in  1869-70,  referred  to  in  my  fonner 
Report,  has  not  been  without  its  influence  in  improving  the  position 
of  the  bank,  by  giving  an  increase  of  460  in  the  number  of  the 
depositors,  and  of  10,3l4Z.  in  the  amount  now  held  in  deposit ;  equiva- 
lent to  6-20  per  100  of  the  former  and  5*98  per  100  of  the  latter; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  decrease  of  4  '58  per  100  in 
the  accounts  closed. 

4.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  depositors  and  in  the  sums 
deposited  are  not  in  the  same  proportion,  for  the  simple  reason  the 
deposits  are  in  general  made  in  small  sums,  which  cannot  exceed 
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during  the  year  751.  hy  any  single  depositor,  while  the  withdrawals  Mauwtivs. 
are  but  too  frequently  in  large  suras,  sometimes  reaching  upwards  of 
300iL,  the  accumulation  of  past  years ;  these  large  withdrawals 
bciu^  in  many  instances  caused  by  depositoi-s  being  able  to  make 
satisTactory  investments,  in  arranging  successions,  and  taking  their 
money  with  them  to  Europe,  and  by  Indians  leaving  the  Colony :  the 
departure  of  a  vessel  with  time-expired  or  return  Coolies,  never  fails 
to  cause  the  withdrawal  of  large  sums. 

5.  I  beg  here  to  add  that  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  present 
year  there  was  no  falling  off  in  the  desire  of  the  public  to  make  use 
of  the  bank. 

6.  I  trust  it  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency  a  short  statement  showing  the  progress  the  bank  has 
made  since  1867,  a  year  of  death,  sorrow,  and  deep  affliction  and 
much  distress,  caused  by  the  pernicious  fever  which  then  raged,  and 
which  obliged  a  large  number  of  depositors  to  withdraw  their  pre- 
vious hard-earned  savings,  and  close  their  accounts.  This  decrease 
was,  however,  followed  by  a  reaction,  as  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
fever  commenced  to  subside ;  such  a  pleasing  change  has  been 
maintained  by  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  depositors  and  in 
the  amount  deposited. 

The  statement  stands  as  follows :— - 


No.  of  Depositors. 

Amount. 

Incrensp. 

18C7    . 
1868 
1869    - 
1870 

-  6,737 

-  -    7,118 

-  7,413 

-  -    7,873 

£ 
163,598 
165,754  =  376 
172,730  =  300 
183,074  =  460 

2,161 

6,976 

10,844 

Making  a  total  increase  of        -     1,136        £19,481 

7.  As  the  savings  bank  may  be  looked  on  in  the  light  of  a 
barometer,  indicating  the  increasing  or  decreasing  prosperity  of  the 
saving  portion  of  the  community,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  prove 
gratifying  to  your  Excellency  tofind  asteady  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  that  class,  as  regards  both  the  general  and  the  Indian  populations. 

8.  During  the  past  three  years  the  Island  has  made  one  abundant 
and  two  bad  crops,  the  latter  causing,  in  each  case,  a  diminution  not 
far  short  of  800,000?.  in  the  value  of  its  only  staple  produce,  affecting 
more  or  less  the  means  of  saving ;  and  I  may  add,  notwithstanding 
a  diminution  of  nearly  40,000  persons  of  all  classes  on  the  Island, 
caused  by  fever,  the  bank  has  continued  t«  improve  annually  its 
position,  giving  reasonable  hopes  that  as  the  population  again 
increases  it  will  show  further  improvement. 

9.  Appendix  No.  1  contains  in  abstract  a  general  statement  of  the 
operations  of  the  bank  during  the  year  1871.  A  comparison  with 
the  corresponding  one  for  the  preceding  year  shows  that  in  every 
instance  there  was  au  increase,  with  the  exception  of  withdrawals ; 
rather  a  favourable  circumstance,  indicating  continued  confidence 
and  a  diminished  desire  to  fall  back  on  their  former  savings  to^  meet 
the  wants  of  sickness  and  distress. 

10.  The  principal  reasons  which  caused  depositors  to  withdraw 
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their  money  and  close  their  accounts  are  more  fully  explained  in 
Appendix  No.  3. 

11.  The  gmieral  result  as  shown  by  this  statement  is  that  at  the 
end  of  the  l^t  three  years  there  were  7,873  depositors  holding  in 
depo£ut  183,074/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  23Z.  5^.  Ofdl  for  each 
depositor,  or  lit.  5^  for  each  person  in  the  Island;  giving  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  as  before  stated  of  460  depositors 
and  of  10,344/.  held  in  deposit 

12.  Appendix  No.  2  is  a  monthly  statement  of  the  operations 
during  the  year ;  the  general  result  stands  as  follows : — 


Yews. 

NaofMw 
D«|K«ltora. 

ToUl  Amount  dipodted. 

No.  of  Ac-         ToUl  AnKNuit  whh- 
counu  doicd.  drawn,  inrjwlit^  Inteiwt. 

1870        .        - 
1869   .        .    - 

1,563 
1,456 

t         $,      d. 
63,196    2    6} 
60,085    2    3 

1,103 
1,156 

61,005  17    6} 
60^510    0    9i 

IiicreMe  - 
Ueoroue     •   - 

107 

3,111    0    3| 

53 

495  16    8| 

The  sums  deposited  and  withdrawn  are  divided  thus : — 

Amoant  Depoaifccd.       Amouat  Withdrawn. 


General  population 
Indian  population    - 

Total 


£  8.        d, 

.  40,479  9  2^ 
-  22,716  13  4 


£  s.  d. 
39,877  3  2} 
21,128  14  3} 


.£63,196  2  6\      £61,005  17  6^ 


and  gives  a  comparative  increase  and  decrease  of  the  two  last  years : 

Genkbal  Population. 

Deposits.  Payments. 

£ 


8,     d. 

1870 40,479    9    2} 

1869 88,086    9    4 


Increase 
Decrease 


£2,393  19  lOi^ 


£  ».     d. 

39,877    3    2f 
39,974  16  10 


£97  13    71 


1869 
1870 


Increase 
Decrease 


Indian  Population, 
Deposits. 

£  8,       d, 

.  22,716  13  4 
-  .  21,999  12  11 


£717    0    5 


Paym^U. 

£  *.      d, 

21,128  14    8 J 
20,536     3  Hi 

£593  10    4 


showing  a  large  increase  of  2,3087.  19^.  \Q\d.  in  the  deposit  and  a 
small  decrease  of  J*7/.  13*.  Id.  in  the  payment  by  general  population, 
and  an  increase  both  in  the  deposit  and  payment  by  the  Indian 
population. 
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13.  Appendix  No.  3  explains  in  detail  the  principal  causes  of  the     Maurtitus. 
withdrawals  of  deposits,  as  well  as  they  could  be  ascertained  at  the 

time  of  withdrawal.  Many  depositors,  particularly  Indians,  show  a 
great  reluctance  to  declare  the  real  object  why  they  close  their 
accounts,  and  therefore  too  often  give  a  fictitious  motiye. 

14.  It,  however,  shows  a  continued  decrease  in  the  withdrawals, 
both  as  regards  the  general  and  the  Indian  populations,  implying,  as 
1  before  stated,  increased  confidence  in  the  utility  of  the  bank. 

15.  There  was  a  further  decrease  in  the  amount  taken  by  Indians 
returning  to  their  country,  the  average  being  reduced  from  30Z.  to 
241.  per  Indian. 

16.  Declared  investments  in  the  Colony  were  not  so  extensive  as 
during  the  previous  year ;  this  falling  off  may  in  some  measui*e  be 
accounted  for  by  an  increase  under  the  head  of  "  Miscellaneous," 
which  includes  various  objects,  such  as  marriages,  feasts,  &c.,  and  the 
placing  of  money  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  those  allowed  by 
the  bank. 

17.  In  October  last  ten  accounts  of  Indians,  amounting  to  264?., 
were  withdrawn  on  one  day,  a  sort  of  panic  having  manifested  itself 
among  that  class,  who  appeared  to  have  been  persuaded  by  some  ill- 
disposed  persons  that  their  deposits  were  no  longer  safe  now  that  the 
war  was  progressing  unfavourably  with  the  French,  and  therefore 
advised  them  to  wiUidraw  their  savings.  By  promptly  ]>aying  them 
their  respective  deposits,  without  requiring  tne  usual  notice  of  seven 
days  to  withdraw,  this  momentary  panic  appears  to  have  at  once 
subsided,  for  no  more  demands  were  made  upon  the  same  grounds ; 
and  some  of  them  who  withdrew  their  deposits,  a  few  days  afterwards 
replaced  them. 

18.  This  feeling  of  distrust  commenced  a  few  days  previously  in 
the  Grand  Port  district,  where  seven  depositors  withdrew  294Z.,  on 
the  same  grounds,  from  the  branch  bank  at  Mahebourg. 

19.  The  Indian  population  is  at  all  times  suspicious,  and  is  easily 
misled  by  ill-disposed  persons. 

20.  Tne  mutations,  as  regards  the  general  population,  show  a 
noticeable  decrease  in  investments  and  for  commercial  purposes,  also 
in  the  number  of  successions  the  bank  has  had  to  regulate,  there 
appears  a  large  increase  in  the  Miscellaneous;  but  there  were  no 
demands  on  account  of  epidemic  fever,  a  most  favourable  circum- 
stance, and  there  were  but  two  demands  on  the  same  score  on  the 
part  of  Indians. 

21.  Appendix  No.  4  gives  in  detail  the  number  of  the  several 
class  of  depositors  belonging  to  the  general  and  Indian  population 
who  held  deposits  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

22.  As  regards  the  Indian  population,  it  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  depositors  and  in  the  amount  deposited,  as  follows: — 

Number.         Amount. 

£ 
Agricultural  labourers         -        -      90  2,925 

Artisans  and  mechanics  -        -    -     258  4,883 

ChUdren    -----        9  620 


Giving  a  total  of      -        •    -     357  £8,428 
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MArRmus.         The  decrease  is  fully  covered  by  an  increase  under  the  head  of 
*' Miscellaneous,"  but  in  number  445  and  in  amount  9,1621.,  giving 
on  the  whole  an  increase  of  1 00  in  number  and  1,444Z.  in  amount 
23,  General  population  also  shows  the  following  deci*ease: — 


Agricultural  labourers 
Artisans  and  mechanics  - 
Servants    -        -        - 
Soldiers  and  their  wives  - 
€k)vomment  servants  - 
Bailways 


L'^uuiuur. 

AJUUUU 

£ 

15 

964 

72 

883 

15 

887 

5 

386 

12 

136 

4 

890 

123 

£4,046 

Giving  a  total  of  - 

and  an  increase  under  the  following  heads : — 

Number.  Amonnt. 

£ 

Children 108  4,301 

Police  - 13  586 

Municipality      -        -        -        -        8  214 

Societies 10  35 

Miscellaneous     -        -        -        -    344  7,808 


Giving  a  total  increase  of     -    483        £12,944 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  point  out  a  further  increase  of 
4,301Z.  for  the  benefit  of  children. 

Appendix  No.  5  refers  to  the  operations  of  the  branch  banks. 

24.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  have  on  the  whole 
shown  improvement  during  the  past  year.  On  comparing  the  present 
statements  with  that  of  the  preceding  year  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
v;as  a  further  increase  of  48  in  the  number  of  new  accounts 
opened  and  of  2,802?.  in  the  amount  of  the  sums  deposited  by  all 
classes. 

25.  The  principal  increase  was  in  the  Grand  Port,  Savanne, 
Plaines  Willicms  and  Moka  districts;  a  moderate  increase  in  the 
Fhicq  and  Bhick  River  districts,  and  a  falling  off  in  the  Riviere  du 
Rcmpart  and  Pamplcmousses  districts. 

2G.  All  the  branch  banks,  except  the  Pamplcmousses  and  Riviere 
du  Rempart,  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Indian  depositors 
and  the  aggregate  amount  paid  by  them. 

27.  It  IS  highly  desirable  as  regards  this  class  that  the  increase 
should  continue,  and  thus  prevent  them,  as  much  as  possible,  from 
absenting  themselves  from  labour  on  visiting  Port  Louis.  It  would 
also  have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  Central  Bank  which,  on  Tues- 
days and  Wednesdays  of  each  week,  is  in  general  crowded  with 
applicants,  chiefly  Indians  from  the  districts,  causing  many  of  them 
to  DC  detained  for  some  time  before  their  turn  arrives  to  satisfy  their 
wants.  In  some  instances,  when  thev  are  numerous,  many  are 
gbliged  to  le^ve  without  being  attended  tOt  ootbwithstanding  tbg 
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bank  was  kept  open  for  nearly  an  hour  later  than  the  time  appointed, 
in  order  to  accommodate  them  and  not  oblige  them  to  attend  the 
next  day. 

28.  This  state  of  things  arises  in  some  measure  from  the  difficulty 
I  have  experienced  in  overcominj:  the  objection  the  Indians  enter- 
tain towards  the  district  banks.  Many  of  them  appear  to  be  under 
an  erroneous  impression,  that  their  savings  are  safer  and  more  satis- 
factorily accounted  for  at  the  Central  Bank. 

29.  Appendices  Nos.  6  and  7  refer  to  the  distribution  and  fluctuation 
in  the  classes  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits  which  stood 
to  the  credit  of  each  class  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  being  of  themselves 
sufficiently  explanatory,  call  for  no  observation. 

I  have,  &c., 
Governor,  the  Hon.  (Signed)         C.  C.  BEOWtmiOG, 

A.  H.  Gordon,  C.M.G.,  Acting  Manager. 

&c.        &C.        &c. 


MAtftrrrcs. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  4.  Enclosure  6 

Repobt  on  the  State  of  Education  in  the  Government  Schools 
of  Mauritius  for  the  year  1870. 

Sir,  Schools'  Office,  Dec.  23,  1870. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  on  introduction, 
the  operations  of  the  Schools*  Department  for  the  year  1870. 

2.  This  Report  deals  with  Government  schools  exclusively,  and  is  Nature  of 
entirely  distinct  from  the  Report  required  by  law  under  conditions  of  present  report- 
Ord.  VI.  of  1856  on  the  worKing  of  schools  assisted  by  annual  grant 

from  the  Colonial  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before  the  Governor  in  Exe- 
cutive Council  before  the  31st  of  March  in  each  year. 

3.  Beyond  a  passing  reference,  therefore,  this  document  will  not  Dcnomina- 
discuss  or  touch  upon  denominational  education.  *  noT^cuM!^. 

4.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good  that  the  Depart-  ^^  gerious 
ment  has  been  enabled  during  the  past  year  to  carry  on  its  important  interruption 
work  without  any  serious  hindrance  from  the  epidemic  fever,  which  to  school  ^rork. 
for  so  long  has  paralyzed  every  branch  of  the  public  service. 

5.  The  obituary  for  the  year  contains  two  deaths,  that  of  Mrs. 
Avice,  of  Terre  Rouge,  a  young  schoolmistress  of  promise,  and  that 
of  Mr.  Charles  Bell,  for  many  years  a  faithful  and  painstaking 
master. 

It  is  due  also  to  the  memory  of  one  whom  death,  only  a  few  weeks 
since,  withdrew  from  the  stage  of  an  active  and  useM  existence,  that 
I  should  not  omit  to  acknowledge  the  services  rendered  by  the 
deceased  to  popular  education  in  this  Colony. 

As  President  for  some  years  of  the  Council  of  Education,  his 
sound  judgment,  his  patriotism,  and  his  philanthropy  found  a  con- 
genial sphere  for  their  development ;  and  when  the  weightier  duties 
of  a  legislator  were  exchanged  for  the  less  conspicuous  functions  of 
the  district  magistrate  of  Savanne,  the  village  school  of  Souillac 
found  in  Sir  Gabriel  Fropier  both  a  patt'on  and  a  friend.    On  thg 


Deaths  and 
absentees. 
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Maueitiub.    list  of  absentees  stand  the  names  of  Mr.  George  Clark  and  Miss 

Clark. 

Staff:  6.  The  teaching  staff  at  present  comprises : — 

47  Masters. 
25  Mistresses. 

18  Male  or  female  assistants. 
79  Monitors  and  monitresses, 
4  Teachers  in  training. 


Number  of 
bohools  in 
operation. 


ToUl-      -    178 

7.  There  are  in  operation  for  the  general  population  29  schools, 
and  for  the  Indians  exclusively,  16.  Eight  are  for  boys,  seven  for 
girls,  and  thirty-seven  are  of  a  mixed  character. 

The  annexed  Table  exhibits  their  topographical  distribution. 

Topographical  Distribution  of  Schools. 


Toponaphical 
diBtribntion 
of  schools. 


Number  on 
ron. 


Increase  per 
cent 

Attendance. 


HchooU 

ccntesimally 

grouped. 


Dtetrtct. 


Port  Lonis     - 

PamplemoQsses  - 

Riviere  du  Rcmpart 

Flaoq 

Black  Rirer  - 

Moka 

Plaines  Wilhcms   • 

Grand  Port 

Savanno 

Rodngacs  - 


KlodofSchooL 


X:^  I  '3SS!'      »="««• 


•tmction  In  wm( 
on  Nov.  30th.* 


4 
10 
4 
5 
1 
2 
4 
4 
2 
1 


1,821 
719 
216 
507 

77 
157 
352 
415 
162 

H 


I 


37 


4,470 


*  Exclufivc  of  children  In  the  Orphan  Aftylom  and  Government  Rcfonnatory . 

8.  The  number  of  pupils  on  roll  is  shown  by  the  above  statement  to 
have  been,  on  November  30th,  4,470,  of  whom  3,314  were  boys,  and 
1,156  were  girls. 

9.  Compared  with  the  returns  for  the  corresponding  date  of  18^9, 
the  total  exhibits  an  increase  of  465  pupils,  or  11*6  per  cent     (See 

Schedule  A.)  t  ^ 

10.  The  minimum  attendance  for  any  one  month  of  the  year  was 
in  January:  the  minimum  occurred  in  October.  In  January  the 
registers  stood  at  3,543,  and  rose  in  October  to  4,589. 

11.  Annexed  will  be  found  a  tabulated  statement  (vide  Schedule 
B),  showing  the  monthly  numerical  strength  of  schools,  both  Creole 
and  Indian,  for  the  entire  year. 

12.  It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  tabulation  that  there  are 
34  schools  containing  less  than  one  hundred  scholars ;  5  number 
between  one  hundred  and  two  hundred ;  3  between  two  hundred  and 
three  hundred;  2  register  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred; 
0  stand  between  four  hundred  and  five  hundred,  and  1  only  is  over 
five  hundred. 


t  The  Schedules  referred  to  in  this  Report  are  not  printed. 
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13.  Of  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  present  scholars  ample     MArRinus. 
testunony  is  at  hand,  and  it  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  that  I  am  conJucTof 
enabled  to  point  to  many  an  old  pupil  now  passing  from  boyhood  to  pupils. 
manhood  as  an  example  of  integrity  and  worth. 

14.  The  Government  schools  are  all  organized  upon  one  common  Organization, 
basis,  which  renders  the  transfer  of  a  teacher  from  one  locality  to 

another  of  no  serious  moment  either  to  himself  or  the  school,  inas* 
much  as  he  finds  in  his  new  sphere  of  duty  the  same  books,  the  same 
classification,  and  the  same  apparatus  as  he  leaves  behind  him. 

15.  A  deficiency  in  the  annual  supply  of  school  materials  has  until  Defioienoy  in 
within  the  last  six  months  been  severely  felt     The  best  has  been  ^^PYfitt* 
done  with  the  means  at  the  tlisposal  of  tiie  Surveyor-General  during       ^      '"^^ 
the  past  year,  and  my  acknowledgments  are  due  to  that  gentleman 

and  others  of  his  Department  for  uie  alacrity  which  they  have  shown 
to  meet  the  demanas  made  on  their  time  and  skill.  Several  pro- 
jected new  schools  will  require  fittings  by  the  end  of  January ;  I 
have  therefore  felt  it  incumbent  on  me,  in  the  interest  of  education, 
to  ask  that  a  small  portion  of  the  savings  of  the  Department,  hus- 
banded by  strict  economy  from  the  current  year's  vote,  may  be 
assigned  to  the  furnishing  with  necessary  apparatus  of  the  schools  in 
question. 

16.  Since  the  1st  of  August,  1,815  children  have  been  presented  Annual  gra«!e 
for  examination  under  the  triple  test  of  reading,  writinff,  and  arith-  examinations, 
metic,  after  the  model  of  the  English  Revised  Code,  which  in  1866 

was  adapted  to  meet  the  educational  exigencies  of  this  Colony.  As 
stated  in  a  former  Keport,  the  leading  feature  of  the  Eevised  Code  is 
that  every  child  under  instruction  is  required  to  pass  successively, 
year  by  year,  through  certain  prescribed  grades  of  attainment,  ranging 
from  the  mere  rudiments  of  knowledge  to  the  highest  state  of  pro- 
ficiency to  which  it  is  possible  for  an  ordinary  scholar  to  attain. 

17.  The  number  of  distinct  presentations  amounted  to  5,446 ;  the 
passes  to  4,637 ;  or  85-1  per  cent,  on  the  number  examined. 

19.  In  the  Appendix  (Schedule  C)  will  be  fcund  a  Table  aflfording  Arithmetiml 
full  particulars  on  the  individual  merit  of  each  school  or  department  knowledge, 
of  school  examined.     Arithmetic  does  not  figure  so  well  as  could  be 

desired,  and  teachers  will  have  to  bestow  more  attention  on  this  sub- 
ject in  future  in  order  that  it  may  stand  on  a  par  with  other  branches 
of  instruction. 

20.  It  is  also  too  clearly  apparent  that  the  English  does  not  as  yet  English 
occupy  that  position  on  the  programme  which  its  importance  merits,     language. 

Every  effort  must  therefore  be  put  forth  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  result. 

Teachers  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  chief  end  which  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  in  view  in  the  establishment  of  Govern- 
ment schools  was  to  render  the  natives  of  the  Colony  familiar  with 
the  English  tongue. 

Earl  Grey,  in  a  Despatch  dated  November,  1816,  commenting  on 
the  corrupt  and  unintelfipble  dialects  spoken  by  the  lower  Creole  and 
Indian  population  of  Mauritius,  quoted  this  very  defect  as  furnishing 
"  an  important  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  establishing  schools  in 
"  which  the  children  of  these  classes  might  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
"  the  English  language." 
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MACBITlt*. 

Injury  to 
BchooiBby 
masters 
having  to 
serve  as 
jurymen. 


Remedy 
suggested. 


Trained 
teachers. 


New  schcola. 


Rival  Bchools 
supported  at 
Government 
coet. 


21.  Perhaps  no  department  of  die  senrice  experiences  eo  great  an 
inconvenience  from  interruptions  during  the  assize  terms^  by  the  with* 
drawal  of  the  masters  from  their  posts  as  jurymen,  than  this ;  and  I 
can  but  view  the  trouble  to  which  tiiey  are  so  frequently  put — apart 
from  the  injurious  effect  to  the  discipline  of  large  schools  by  the  maker's 
absence  —  as  in  some  degree  a  just  retribution  for  the  neglect  in 
bygone  days  of  employing  the  Irench  language  in  Reference  to 
English,  as  the  vehicle  for  class  instruction. 

22.  It  would  tend  very  materially  to  remedy  the  defect  now  under 
discussion,  were  the  following  points  more  strictly  att^ided  to  by 
schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  ^nerally : — 

1.  To  insist  upon  the  pupils  makmg  known  their  wants  and  wisbes 
in  English ; 

2.  To  encourage  short  daily  conversations  between  class  and 
class; 

•     3.  To  recommend  for  employment  as  monitor  or  monitress,  no 
scholar  who  cannot  converse  freely  in  English ; 

4.  To  be  present  with  and  assist  the  monitors  and  monitresses  in 
the  preparation  of  all  English  lessons  before  given  to  the  class ;  and 

5.  To  make  the  language  a  matter  of  personal  study  for  them- 
selves. 

These  means  employed,  the  English  tongue  will  soon  occupy  in 
the  affections  of  the  rising  ^neration  that  position  which  it  reason- 
ably claims  from  a  race  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  British  rights  and 
freedom. 

23.  Of  the  seven  schoolmasters  and  five  schoolmistresses  introduced 
from  England  between  the  years  1860-64,  two  masters  and  two  mis- 
tresses only  remain  in  the  Department. 

To  encourage  native  enterprise  and  with  a  view  to  economy,  vacan- 
cies created  by  those  who  have  resigned  or  left  the  Island  have  been 
filled  up  by  teachers  bom  and  trained  in  the  Colony. 

Maturer  experience,  however,  seems  to  point  to  such  a  measure  as 
at  least  inexpedient,  hud  the  foregoing  observations  tend  to  very 
materially  strengthen  my  conviction  that  it  is  highly  desirable  to  reno- 
vate the  teaching  staff  from  time  to  time  by  the  further  introduction 
of  trained  teachers  ft*om  home. 

24.  Three  new  schools  for  the  general  population  have  been  esta- 
blished since  January  last  with  satisfactory  results ;  one  at  Riviere  des 
Anguilles ;  another  at  Riche  Terre,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  a  third  at  Nouvelle  Decouverte. 

25.  Government  teachers  in  some  places  complain,  and  I  believe 
not  without  good  reason,  of  the  unwnolesome  rivalry  which  exists 
between  their  own  and  the  denommational  (or  as  they  are  more  com- 
monly styled)  Grant-in-Aid  Schools ;  and  they  cite  ample  testimony 
in  support  of  the  views  enunciated  by  the  majority  of  the  Civil  Com- 
missioners in  their  report  of  last  year  with  respect  to  the  future  allot- 
ment of  grants.     The  paragraph  runs  as  follows : — 

"They  (the  Commissioners)  would  recommend  as  regards^grants 
in  aid  •  •  ♦  that  grants  should  be  refused  in  all  cases  where  the 
school  applying  is  placed  in  such  a  locality  as  may  cause  it  to 
become  m  anjr  way  a  rival  school  to  any  Government  school  now 
existing,  or  which  Governroent;  hereafter  majr  think  fit  to  institute," 
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— Report  C.  S.  Commission,  page  8,  par.  35,  September  16th,     Maubihub. 
1869.  ^  .— 

26.  The  institutions  known  under  the  name  of  the  Indian  Orphan  Jther*?^n^ 
Asylum,  the  Government  Reformatory,  and  the  Barkly  Asylum,  Beau  Govornmttnk 
Bassin,  are  separately  reported  on  by  their  respective  Directors ;  I  schools. 
shall  therefore  confine  my  observations  to  the  Educational  branch  of 

each,  respectively. 

27.  Oovemment  Beformatoryy  UAsyU. — The  number  of  boys 
under  instruction  at  the  present  time  is  277,  half  of  whom  attend 
school  on  erery  alternate  day,  whilst  the  other  half  are  occupied  at 
field  labour  or  their  respective  trades.  Such  as  are  unable,  ftom  the 
nature  of  their  employment,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  day  school, 
are  expected  to  attend  the  evening  class. 

The  day  school  is  taught  by  three  promising  young  men,  two  of 
whom  add  to  their  other  qualifications  some  knowledge  of  a  trade. 
Mr.  Evans,  the  resident  officer  in  charge  of  the  institution,  reports  • 
fevourably  of  their  assiduity  and  general  good  conduct. 

Several  of  the  most  proficient  boys  have  recently  left  the  reformatory. 
There  are  still  remaining  a  fair  proportion  who  are  beginning  to  read 
English  with  ease,  and  to  translate  into  Creole  or  into  one  of  the 
Indian  vernaculars,  the  principal  words  in  a  sentence.  They  also 
reply  readily  to  questions  put  to  them  on  common  things  and  occur- 
rences. Before  long,  most  of  the  pupils  of  the  first  class  will  have 
mastered  the  four  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  three  of  Mhich  they 
handle  already  with  tolerable  accuracy.  'The  first,  second,  and  third 
classes,  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably  at  my  last  inspection  in 
mental  arithmetic  and  tables. 

The  Creole  patois  is  the  dominant  tongue,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  boys  having  been  born  in  the  Colony.  Many  of  tne  others  left 
India  so  young  as  to  know  little  or  nothing  of  their  native  language. 

The  hand-writing  of  the  whole  school,  if  viewed  progressively,  is 
very  good.  In  writing  from  dictation  m  English,  the  spelUng,  as 
might  be  expected,  is  almost  purely  phonetic.  TTiis  fault  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  the  Reformatoi7  School.  A  singing  class  has  been  established 
since  my  last  Report,  and  a  harmonium  added  to  the  school-room. 

The  daily  lessons  open  by  a  recital  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  Tamil, 
Bengalee,  and  English. 

The  hours  of  instruction  are  from  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  There  is  no 
school  on  Saturday,  and  Sunday  is  a  day  of  rest.  The  furniture, 
consisting  of  14  parallel  desks,  is  of  the  best  pattern  and  make  ;  but 
there  is  insufficient  room  for  properly  grouping  them. 

The  organization  therefore  must  necessarily,  to  a  certain  extent, 
be  defective  until  better  accommodation  can  be  provided. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  from  the  official  records  and 
from  accounts  received  from  time  to  time  on  the  spot,  I  believe  the 
moral  tone  of  the  pupils  would  compare  very  creditably  with  any 
other  institution  carried  on  under  like  circumstances. 

Drawn  as  the  inmates  are  from  the  lowest  stratum  of  society; 
inured,  as  most  of  them  have  been,  to  hardships  from  their  birth,  and 
rendered  obdurate  by  fi^uent  contact  with  vice,  I  can  only  ascribe 
the  improved  and  improving  character  of  the  boys,  taken  as  a  whole, 
to  the  nand  of  Divine  Providence  directing  an4  crowning,  with  no 
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MArBiTirs.    mean 'measure  of  success,  the  philanthropic  efibrts  of  the  promoters  of 
the  reformatory  scheme. 

28.  Orphan  Asylum, — The  present  year  being  the  first  in  which 
the  pupils  were  examined  under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Code, 
I  am  unable  to  furnish  any  numerical  comparison  between  this  and 
former  years.  Judging,  however,  from  the  results  of  1869  obtained 
under  the  old  process,  **  steady  progress  "  throughout  the  entire  edu- 
cational establishment  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  and  fair  verdict 
which  could  be  given. 

The  want  of  a  preparatory  branch  for  the  infants  exclusively  must 
be  sorely  felt,  as,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  youngest  children 
have  to  be  drafted  into  the  juvenile  schools  without  any  of  that  pre- 
vious training  which  infant  schools  alone  are  capable  of  giving. 

29.  BarTdy  Asylum, — I  applied  the  grade  test  (as  adopted  in 
the  Government  schools)  to  the  upper  division  of  the  Poor  Law 
Asylum  schools  for  the  first  time  in  October  last.  There  passed  in 
reading  29,  writing  29,  arithmetic  29,  or  85 '  3  per  cent  as  compared 
with  the  number  presented.  This  result  is  the  more  creditable,  as 
the  classes  were  examined  without  any  previous  notice. 

The  state  of  the  infant  branch  is  also  highly  satisfactory,  and  pro- 
mises much  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  juvenile  branch,  tbe  one 
beinfi^  the  nursery  and  preparatory  school  for  the  other. 

The  attendance  (as  shown  by  the  registers)  is  far  less  fluctuating 
than  it  was  formerly.  This,  I  presume,  is  attributable  alike  to  the 
improved  health  of  the  children  aud  the  result  of  discipline. 

The  children  are  respectful  in  manner,  clean  in  personal  ai^>earance, 
and  wear  a  cheerful  look. 

The  school-rooms  are  amply  supplied  with  school  requisites,  the 
pictorial  lesson  cards  being  invaluable. 

The  elder  girls  belonging  to  the  Industrial  school  attend  the  classes 
for  a  part  of  the  day,  i.  e.  after  their  manual  duties  are  over.  The 
combination  of  intellectual  with  industrial  employment  for  girls  whose 
future  a  few  months  ago  could  only  be  regarded  as  one  of  useless 
inactivity  at  best,  is  a  most  important  step  in  the  social  condition  of 
this  institution. 

There  arc  few  persons  to  be  found  who  would  enter  so  zealously 
into  her  work  as  Miss  Lawrence,  the  present  directress,  and  results 
such  as  characterize  this  lady's  labours  are  by  no  means  common. 

30.  The  Upper  Government  Normal  School,  opened  in  February 
last,  has  proved  thus  far  a  complete  success.  This  institution  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  compare  small  things  with  great)  constitutes  a 
kind  of  University  for  the  more  advanced  scholars  of  all  Government 
schools.  The  programme  of  instruction  is  high,  and  pupils  are  only 
admitted  upon  competitive  examination.  The  number  is  limited  to 
one  hundred. 

31.  The  teaching  staff  is  composed  of  a  head  master,  an  assistant 
master,  and  four  students  in  training.  Lectures  are  delivered  fort- 
nightly, to  which  all  teachers  who  can  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege 
are  invited. 

32.  The  children's  prizes,  at  one  time  so  numerous  as  to  destroy 
the  ends  which  they  were  originally  meant  to  serve,  have  now  been 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 


Nrw  N.  rnml 
bcli-..ol. 
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Parents  and  pupils  must,  at  least  until  better  times  come,  look  for     Maubitius. 
rewards  to  the  boys  in  the  more  substantial  forms  of  the  two  scholar- 
ships  to  be  annually  competed  for  by  the  most  proficient  scholars  of 
the  Government  schools. 

33.  These  exhibitions,  tenable  for  three  years,  and  of  the  annual  Two  annual 
value  of  101.  each,  owe  their  creation  to  the  deep  interest  which  our  ®f  j^Ij^*^"? 
late  esteemed  Governor,  Sir  Henry  Barkly,  took  in  elementary  edu-  ^  *  ^^^  * 
cation. 

The  results  of  the  first  examination,  which  was  held  during  the  early 
part  of  the  present  month,  are  set  forth  in  the  Appendix.     (Sch.  D.) 

34.  The  conditions  of  competition  were  :—  Conaitions  of 

^  competition. 

(a).  That  the  candidate  had  been  a  pupil  of  a  Government 
school  for  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  examination. 

(h).  That  he  had  been  taught  only  during  the  usual  school  hours. 

((?).  That  he  had  not  completed  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age  on 
the  day  appointed  for  the  entry  of  the  names  of  uie  candidates. 

35.  It  will  probably  prove  advisable  to  reduce  the  age  for  candi-  Age  of 
dates  one  year,  at  future  examinations.  candidates  at 

36.  The  Schools'  Committee  have  held  eight  sittings  during  the  examLatiuns. 
past  year  under  the  presidency  of  the  Honourable  W.  M.  Anderson  Sehcols* 
and  under  the  Honourable  F.  M.  Dick,  successively  Vice-Presidents  Coinjnittee. 
of  the  Council  of  Education.     To  every  member  of  the  Board  my  best 

thanks  are  due  for  the  willing  co-operation  and  advice  accorded  in 
the  administration  of  so  large  and  so  important  a  Department 

37.  The  two  Hindoostanee  schools  of  Port  Louis  no  longer  exist  as  Hindoostance 
distinct  institutions,  but  the  services  of  one  teacher  have  been  retained,  schools. 

and  this  officer  now  attends  the  town  schools  in  rotation  for  the 
purpose  of  imparting  instruction  to  the  Lascar  pupils  in  their  own 
tongue. 

38.  As  an  experimental  measure,  and  one  which  promises  to  be  a  Change  in 
Sttccessfiil  arrangement,  schools  lying  within  municipal  limits  com-  ^^jljjon 
mence  duty  at  7  a.m.  from  October  1st,  to  March  31st ;  and  at  8  a.m. 

from  April  1st,  to  September  30th.  The  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  goes  to  prove  that  more  real  work  is 
got  through  with  less  fatigue  to  all  concerned,  whilst  by  the  dismissal 
of  the  pupils  before  the  sultry  hours  of  the  day  set  in,  they  become 
less  liable  to  the  attacks  of  fever  and  other  malarial  concomitants  to 
which  closely -packed  numbers  are  known  to  be  susceptible. 

39.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  needlework  during  the  Neetllework. 
last  few  years,  and  prizes  for  this  branch  will  not  be  discontinued.     It 

is  purposed  to  await  the  Exhibition,  annually  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  for  the  usual  award  for  produc- 
tions of  this  nature.  Hitherto  Government  schools  have  rarely  ex- 
hibited their  needlework  publicly,  under  the  impression  that  fancy 
articles  alone  stood  any  chance  ot  a  prize. 

The  adjudicators  last  year,  however,  paid  more  than  usual  attentioli 
to  this  branch  of  industry,  and  I  have  the  assurance  that  articles  classi- 
fied under  the  head  of  plain  sewing,  embracing  shirts,  vests,  and  other 
useful  articles  of  apparel,  will  henceforth  receive  due  consideration. 

After  the  Industrial  Exhibition  is  over,  the  articles  will  again  be 
exposed  for  inspection,  and  a  committee  of  ladies,  as  in  former  years, 
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will  recommend  the  best  specimens  for  the  award  of  additional  ]»izes 
at  the  baiids  of  Government 

40.  It  would  swell  the  present  record  beyond  c»'dinary  limits,  were 
I  to  embody  in  it  the  very  interesting  Reports  recently  received  firora 
the  masters  on  the  working  of  their  respective  schools  during  the  past 
twelve  months. 

I  shall  restrict  myself,  therefore,  to  a  few  extracts. 

41.  Beginning  with  the  AVestem  suburb  school,  Port  Louis,  Mr. 
Dyas  reports  in  wibetauce  as  follows : — 

Since  the  death  of  Bishop  Hatchard  no  clergyman  of  tl>o  Church 
of  England  has  been  able  to  attend  my  school  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
parting even  the  rudiments  of  the  Christian  religion  to  the  Protestant 
children.  Fifty-nine  Roman  Catholic  children  have  been  under  orders 
to  attend  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  twice  a  week  for 
religious  instruction  during  1870. 

Of  396  pupils  on  books  durinff  the  month  of  October,  846  answered 
the  roll-call.  Since  January  351  children  have  been  admitted  or  re- 
admitted and  300  withdrawn,  consequent  upon  one  or  more  of  the 
following  causes :  1,  repeated  attacks  of  fever ;  2,  frequent  reraovala 
to  and  from  the  neighbourhood ;  3^  want  of  clothes. 

As  an  indication  of  the  indigen<;y  which  prevails  among  the  pupils, 
I  may  mention  that  upwards  of  130  children  have  lost  one  or  both 
of  their  parents.  Many  possess  but  one  suit  of  clothes,  and  when  that 
is  worn  out  the  owner  remains  at  home  sometimes  two  or  three  months 
before  means  are  obtained  to  purchase  a  new  suit. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  add  that  this  institution  continues  to 
merit  approbation,  and  to  retain  its  hold  upon  public  esteem.  Like 
other  town  schools  the  applications  for  admission  exceed  the  accom- 
modation afforded,  and  candidates  are  admitted  by  rotation, 

42.  Eastern  Suburb  School. — This  school  suftered  yery  serioudy 
during  the  epidemic.  It  is  at  present  under  the  joint  management  of 
Mr.  Mainty  and  Mrs.  Constance,  and  promises  to  regain  before  long 
its  former  high  position  amon^  town  schools. 

43.  Central  School. — This  mstitution  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  a 
well-earned  reputation,  and  contains  a  larger  number  of  pupils  than 
any  other  school. 

44.  Champ-de-Lart. — This  school  is  greatiy  overcrowded.  A  pro- 
posal to  enlarge  the  present  building  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  acceded  to, 
thereby  allowing  a  separation  of  the  sexes,  besides  providing  aooom- 
modation  for  an  infant  branch.  Mr.  Caslmir  and  Mrs.  Leap^  are 
zealous  and  painstaking  teachers. 

45.  Grana  River,  N.W. — ^A  poor,  unsatisfactory  scnooL  The  mas- 
ter, who  bears  an  excellent  character,  will  shortly  retire  from  the 
service  on  account  of  impaired  health. 

46.  Terre  Bouge. — This  school  had  also  much  to  contend  with 
during  the  prevalence,  and  after  the  abatement,  of  the  fever.  It 
has  more  recently  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  its  school- 
mistress, Mrs.  Avice. 

47.  Pamplemausses. — Upon  the  whole  a  flourishing  school  Master 
is  somewhat  deficient  as  a  disciplinarian,  but  in  other  respects  a  good 
teacher.  Two  large  rival  schools  in  the  immediate  vionity  have  ren- 
dered uncea^ng  duigence  on  the  part  of  both  master  and  mistress  im- 
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perative,  and  they  have  their  reward  in  the  large  attendance  they     Maubitits. 
ensure. 

48.  JPoudre  i'Or.— The  master  here  reports  that  during  the  last  Poudred'Or. 
twenty  months,  74  boys  and  53  girls  have  been  withdrawn.    Of  this 

number,  22  have  left  to  join  the  two  schools  assisted  by  grant  in  the 
village,  whilst  27  have  removed  from  the  district.  18  ex-scholars  are 
known  to  be  following  a  trade.  Of  the  occupation  of  17  other  boys 
suid  24  girls  nothing  is  known. 

49.  Trou  d'Eau  Voxice, — This  school  was  opened  by  way  of  ex- 
periment in  October  of  last  year,  upon  my  being  informed  that  many 
of  the  fishing  population  had  removed  to  that  locality. 

Mr.  Nash  was^  therefore  temporarily  withdrawn  from  Grand  River, 
S.E.,  and  placed  there.  His  monthly  returns  for  October,  1869,  arc 
as  follows : — 

October,  1869,  on  roll  21,  in  average  attendance  15.  Fees,  1*.  6d, 
October,  1869,  on  roll  102.  No.  in  average  attendance,  90.  Fees, 
2Z.  I8s.  6d. 

The  school  buildings  are  very  humble  and  the  furniture  insufficient 
These  drawbacks  will  be  remedied  in  due  time. 

50.  Grand  Biver^  SJE. — This  little  school  has  recently  increased  in  Grand  River, 
numbers.    The  population  is  nevertheless  considerably  diminislied,  so  ®'^- 

that  a  large  school  can  scarcely  be  looked  for  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  attendance  for  the  month  of  November  was  42. 

51.  Flacq. — This  is  a  large  and  important  institution,  and  continues  piacq. 
to  maintain  its  good  name  in  public  favour.     There  are  on  the  roll  for 

the  present  month,  192  boys  and  70  girls ;  exclusive  of  the  Indian 
branch,  which  numbers  50  scholars. 

52.  Grand  Bay, — The  schools  at  Grand  Bay  and  Arsenal  still  sufler  Grand  Bay. 
from  fluctuations  in  the  attendance,  consequent  upon  the  fever,  whilst 

that  of  Roc-en-Roc,  a  kind  of  isolated  outpost,  is  not  so  numerously 
attended  as  could  be  desired.  It  will  be  necessary  probably  before 
long  to  shift  the  latter  school  to  a  more  populous  locality. 

The  families  of  fishermen  are  pqw  centralizing  about  Bai-aux-Tortues, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  to  convert  the  Indian  school  at  Pointe-aux- 
Fiment3  into  one  for  the  general  population. 

53.  Failles. — At  Failles  the  teachers  have  much  to  discourage  Failles, 
them.     Protracted  sickness  has  brought  in  its  train  poverty  and  other 
evils,  all  detrimental  to  educational  progress. 

Of  Pailles  school  Mr.  Madge  writes ; — **  My  pupils  are  now  the 
"  children  of  parents  whose  means  are  so  very  precarious  that  they 
*'  are  unable  to  provide  them  with  both  food  and  clothing,  and  are 
*'  oflea  obliged  to  refuse  the  latter  in  order  to  procure  them  bread. 
"  The  absentees  are  usually  such  as  are  absent  from  sickness  them- 
"  selves,  or  are  detained  at  home  to  attend  on  their  sick  parents." 

54.  Bose  jffi??.— -This  once  picturesque  Irnmlet  is  fast  being  converted  Rose  Hill, 
into  an  Indian  village,  and  the  Indian  school  continues  to  be  well 
attended  and  to  give  satisfactioa 

~  The  Government  Creole  school  in  the  immediate  locality,  under  the 
mastership  of  Mr.  Dinnematin,  is  entitled  to  commendatioa  The 
namerical  strength  of  the  school  on  the  SOth  November  was  140  boys 
and  60  girls.  The  greatest  number  present  of  these  during  any  month 
of  the  year  was  184.    The  average  attendance  for  the  year  is  140 
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nearly.     School  fees,  even  in  this  locality,  are  obtained  with  mudi 
difficulty,  although  19  per  cent  of  the  pupils  are  admitted  free. 

55.  Plaine  Magnien, — This  district,  like  many  others  to  which  the 
feyer  has  clung  so  mercilessly,  is,  I  hope,  at  last  recovering  fit>m  its 
prostration. 

The  school,  as  a  consequence,  begins  to  exhibit  signs  of  yitality, 
and  the  attendance  has  been  less  ftuctuating  of  late. 

The  girls*  branch,  through  the  sad  protracted  illness  of  its  mis- 
tresses, IS  highly  susceptibfe  of  improvement  both  in  numbers  and 
efficiency. 

56.  L'Escalier. — ^The  school  here  is  comprised  of  children  of  the 
very  poorest  class,  whose  parents  earn  a  precarious  living  by  the 
making  of  vacoa  bags.  The  attendance  is  very  fair,  and  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  the  school  tolerable. 

57.  Riviere  des  AngutUes. — A  newly-established  school,  under 
young,  active  teachers.  The  excellent  results  of  the  late  grade  exa- 
mination must   be  attributed  to   careful  classification  rather  than 

[)roficiency,  the  presentations  as  to  grade  on  the  first  occasion  being 
eft  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  The  so-called  parish  school  has 
been  closed,  that  of  the  Government  being  found  fully  able  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  locality. 

58.  Souillac. — The  establishment  of  a  rival  denominational  school 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Government  institution,  has  not  been 
without  its  benefit  in  stimulating  the  teachers  and  pupils  to  unremitting 
diligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  only  injury  sustained 
by  the  Department  in  the  establishment  of  the  village  free  school  is 
the  diminution  of  fees  by  the  withdrawal  of  several  pupils  whose 
parents,  unable  themselves  to  judge  as  to  the  quality  of  the  instruction 
giveu  in  the  respective  schools,  are  only  too  glad  to  avail  themselves 
of  one  in  which  no  payments  are  exacted,  and  where  the  discipline  is 
found  to  be  more  agreeable  to  their  domestic  habits. 

59.  Biche  Terre. — This  school  was  only  established  last  April. 

A  memorial  has  been  received  frt)m  the  inhabitants  of  Riche  Terre 
soliciting  its  removal  from  its  present  site  to  the  high  road  I  am  by 
no  means  certain  that  much  would  be  gained  by  the  change,  but  in 
the  event  of  suitable  premises  becoming  available,  the  Department 
will  not  withhold  from  the  petitioners  what  may  probably  turn  out  to 
be  a  better  arrangement 

60.  Moka, — This  useful  little  school  is  quietly  doing  its  work 
efiectually  and  well. 

61.  Mahebourg, — ^These  schools  continue  to  enjoy  the  reputation 
which  they  acquired  under  Mr.  Gteorffc  Clark,  Since  the  departure 
of  Mr.  Clark  on  sick  leave,  the  site  has  been  changed,  and  toe  pre- 
sent extensive  and  commodious  premises,  comprising  four  distinct 
departments  of  schools,  with  residences  attached,  are  about  to  be  t^en 
on  lease. 

The  principal  direction  of  this  institution  is  at  present  confided  to 
Mr.  Robert  Bell  and  Mrs.  Smith,  who  are  aided  by  five  monitors 
and  three  monitresses. 

About  200  children  are  under  instruction,  of  whom  44  are  Indians. 
I  find  from  Mr.  Bell's  returns,  that  the  highest  number  at  any  time 
during  the  present  year  was  133  boys  and  60  girls. 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  HEB   majesty's   COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS. 


113 


It  is  a  testimony  to  the  proficiency  of  the  school  to  find  that'  no  Mauritius. 
pupil  of  the  first  class,  and  very  few  of  even  the  lower  forms  have  left  ""^ 
to  enter  any  of  the  other  schools,  in  which  Mahebourg  abounds.  On 
the  contrary,  advanced  scholars  arc  known  to  enter  the  Government 
school  to  complete  their  education.  The  greater  part  of  those  with- 
drawn since  my  last  Eeport  are  following  some  trade.  Respecting  the 
moral  tone  of  the  institution,  Mr.  Bell  reports : — 

"  No  child  has  been  dismissed  for  misconduct  during  the  year* 
Petty  theft,  such  as  pilfering  from  one  another,  a  thing  very  common 
at  school,  is  now  nearly  unheard  of.  The  smallest  article  picked  up 
is  at  once  brought  to  tlie  teacher. 

"  The  children  of  both  sexes  ^reports  Mr.  Bell)  are  regularly  sent 
to  their  respective  places  of  woi-ship  for  Catechism  on  the  appointed 
days,  under  the  charge  of  one  or  more  monitora  The  lessons  ap- 
pointed by  the  clergy  are  taught  two  or  three  times  a  week,  after 
school  hours,  in  separate  class  rooms,  by  teachers  of  the  respective 
creeds. 

**  The  privilege  accorded  to  parents  of  objecting  in  writing  to  their 
children*s  detention  at  school  or  chapel  for  religious  instruction  has 
been  availed  of  by  very  few." 

The  foregoing  extracts  are,  in  many  respects,  highly  interesting 
and  suggestive,  as  will  also  be  found  the  Eeport  of  the  head  master 
of  the  Normal  school,  which  1  beg  to  insert  in  the  Appendix.  To 
the  entire  staff  of  teachers  my  thanks  are  justly  due.  (X  the  fidelity 
and  zeal  also  of  Mr.  Bergicourt,  the  accountant,  and  of  Mr.  Bouche- 
rat,  the  clerk  of  the  School's  Office,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  I 
am  happy  t^  renew  my  testimony.  I  would  desire  further  to  avail 
myself  of  the  present  opportumty  of  testifying  to  the  eflScient  aid 
rendered  to  the  departments  by  Mr.  Walter  Henry  Ashley,  the  head 
master  of  the  Normal  school.  Having  been  entrusted  with  the 
acting  superintendency  of  tlie  schools,  he  has  acquired  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  their  working,  and  is  ever  ready  to  give  the  Depart- 
ment the  benefit  of  his  experience  whenever  asked  to  undertake  any 
additional  responsibility  in  the  furtherance  of  education. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  with  sorrow — I  could  almost  say  with  shame —  Education 
that  I  am  still  obliged  to  confess  how  little  the  Department  has  been  ^J^^^n 
able  to  accomplish  as  yet  for  the  Indian  population.    Estate  schools 
will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  ever  be  a  failure  until  the  law  steps  in  and 
renders  attendance  of  children  at  school,  for  at  least  a  few  hours  of 
the  day,  obligatory. 

Some  sugar  estates  literally  teem  with  children  under  twelve  years 
of  age,  wild,  dirty,  and  unclad.  A  supply  of  rations  from  the  planter 
is  deemed  a  sufficient  recompense  to  the  parents  for  such  as  are  old 
enough  to  be  employed  in  weeding  and  cleaning  the  fields,  whilst 
those  who  are  too  young  to  work  are  allowed  to  spend  the  years 
which  should  be  devoted  to  instruction,  in  pilfering  and  play. 

I  hesitate  to  speculate,  in  a  public  record  of  this  nature,  upon  the 
insignificant  percentage  of  Indians  under  instruction  as  compared 
with  the  census  returns  of  the  Colony.  The  few  found  in  our  Govern- 
ment and  assisted  schools  are  mostly  the  children  of  tradesmen, 
sirdars,  and  shopkeepers ;  rarely  from  the  families  of  the  immigrant 
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MAUBmcs.     labourer :  and  these,  the  pick  of  the  Colony,  are  chiefly  of  the  Uindoo 
type,  among  whom  the  grossest  ideas  of  morality  preTaiL 

If  such  he  true  of  the  few  under  instruction,  what  a  picture  must 
the  entire  Island  reveal,  despite  all  its  wealth  and  natural  beauty,  when 
its  teeming  thousands  are  known  to  be  subject  to  none  of  the  great 
moral  influences  which  education  is  acknowledged  to  exert,  and  whose 
religious  teaching  is  restricted  to  a  very  rare  and  occaaonal  visit  of 
some  missionary  attached  to  the  Roman  Catholic  or  English  Church. 

We  have  at  present  only  one  Reform  Institution,  and  that  is  of 
acknowledged  worth.  Had  we  one  in  each  district  of  the  Island,  I 
fear  they  would  all  be  as  well  attended,  though  probably  less  ably 
and  less  successfully  managed.  Reformatories  are  remedial  establish- 
ments, and  their  need  is  palpable.  All  this  but  argues  doubly  in 
favour  of  preventive  institutions,  such  as  schools,  and  the  adoption  of 
other  organizations  of  a  philanthropic  character,  having  for  their  aim 
and  end  the  social  and  educational  improvement  of  the  Indian  com- 
munity settled  in  Mauritius. 

I  have,  &c, 
Major-Gen.  E.  S.  Smyth,       fSigned)    J.  Comber  Browne, 

&c.    &c.    &c.  Superintendent  of  Government  Schools. 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE. 

The  following  is  the  Address  of  Mr.  Bruce,  the  Rector,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  distribution  of  prizes  on  the  12th  instant : — 

Before  proceeding  to  give  an  account  of  the  activity  of  the  Royal 
College  during  the  past  academical  year,  it  is  meet  and  riffat  that  I 
should  allude  to  the  successes  of  recent  Laureates  of  the  Royal 
College,  in  England. 

During  the  year  1870  Mr.  Macdonald,  at  the  Roman  Catbolic 
University  in  Dublin,  rained  three  exhibition  prizes ;  a  first  prize  of 
20Z.  in  Greek  and  Latin  literature ;  first  prize  of  the  same  value  in 
French,  and  second  prize  of  15/.  in  sciences. 

Mr.  Hullard,  an  exhibition  at  University  College,  London,  of  307. 

r  annum  for  two  years,  and  a  certificate  of  honour  in  chemistry ; 

r.  Cretin,  an  exhibition  of  20Z.  per  annum  at  St  Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Hullard  and  Mr.  Cretin  have  also  passed  the  first  B.Sc.  ex- 
amination at  the  University  of  London,  the  latter  taking  honours  in 
chemistry. 

Although  the  news  of  these  successes  did  not  reach  me  in  time  fiit 
the  Commemoration  of  last  year,  they  were  all  gained  within  a  very 
short  time  of  our  Laureates  arriving  in  England,  and  they  seem  to 
show  that  the  students  of  the  Royal  College,  notwithstanding  the 
serious  interruption  made  by  the  voyage  home,  are  able,  so  far  as  our 
standard  of  instruction  reaches,  to  compete  honourably  with  those 
who  have  had  all  the  advantages  of  an  education  in  Europe. 

Last  year  the  course  of  studies  pursued  in  the  highest  class  of  the 
College  did  not,  except  in  classes,  extend  greatly  beyond  the  subjects 
required  for  matriculation  at  the  University  of  Ix>ndon;  this  year 
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the  preparation  for  that  examination  has  been  the  work  of  the  second  MAtrRmus. 
class,  while  the  first  elass  has  reached,  and  in  some  branches  gone 
considerably  beyond,  the  standard  of  the  B.A.  examination.  Last 
year  we  sent  up  six  candidates  for  matriculation,  two  of  whom  passed 
in  honours  and  three  in  the  first  division.  This  year  we  have  sent  up 
nine  candidates  for  matriculation,  and  five  or  six  will  be  ready  for 
the  B.A.  examination  next  week.  In  order  that  the  annual  prizes 
may  be  given  to  the  first  and  second  class,  in  accordance  with  the 
report  of  the  University  examiners,  it  is  intended  in  future,  as  the 
results  of  the  London  examinations  do  not  reach  us  before  December, 
to  hold  the  annual  commemoration  and  distribution  of  prizes  at 
Christmas  instead  of  in  the  month  of  September. 
The  following  analysis  is  not  without  interest : — 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 
Matbioulation,  JumB,  1870, 


Namber 

of 

Candidates. 


PftSKd. 


I 


Honoars. 


503 


71 


Ftnt 

Dlvisioo. 


167 


Second 
DlviaioD. 


R^ectcd. 


8i 


231 


Out  of  which  numbers  our  students  passed  as  follows : — 


Number 

of 
OandidAtie. 


Passed. 


Honours,      d^^^^j^ 


Second 
Division. 


Rejected. 


The  candidates  who  failed,  according  to  the  report  of  the  exa- 
miners, passed  in  seven  out  of  the  nine  subjects  in  which  candidates 
are  required  to  satisfy  the  examiners. 

Our  connection  with  the  University  of  London  is  of  ^•eat  advan- 
tage to  us.  These  examinations,  conducted  by  independent  examiners, 
furnish  a  puMic  and  impartial  guarantee  of  tne  reality  of  our  studies ; 
they  accustom  those  students  who  are  to  finish  their  education  in 
England  to  the  English  method  of  examination ;  they  assist  us  in 
introducing  from  time  to  time  the  newest  and  best  educational 
works,  and  above  all,  they  inspire  both  professors  and  students  with 
an  enthusiastic  determination  to  exercise  all  their  energies  and 
employ  all  their  resources  to  produce  creditable  results. 

The  papers  for  the  English  Scholarship  Examination  were  this 
year  sent  from  England  by  a  body  of  professional  examiners.  Cir- 
cumstances over  which  we  had  no  control  prevented  us  from  sending 
the  answers  back  to  be  valued  by  the  examiners,  and  it  was  proposed 
therefore  to  invite  the  Bishop  of  Mauritius  and  the  Vicar-Q-eneral  to 
nominate  some  gentlemen  to  assist  the  college  authorities  in  looking 
over  the  papers.     The  death  of  the  Bishop  and  a  ceremonial  observ- 

H  2 
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Mauutius.  ance  of  the  Catholic  Church,  coinciding  with  the  time  of  our 
examinations,  deprived  us  of  the  assistance  which  we  hoped  to  obtain ; 
but  as  in  the  papers  sent  out  the  value  of  every  question  was  assigned 
by  the  examiners,  the  work  of  looking  over  tne  papers  was  reduced 
to  an  almost  mechanical  operation,  and  I  trust  that  we  have  been  able, 
with  due  impartiality,  to  assign  these  important  rewards  to  those  who 
have  best  merited  them. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  it  was  determined  to 
open  a  modern  department  of  the  Royal  College,  the  branches  to  be 
taught  including  one  or  two  of  the  languages  of  India.  I  have 
always  been  surprised  to  observe  how  little  importance  is  attached  to 
a  knowledge  of^  Tamil  and  Hindostanee,  languages  spoken  by  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  community ;  and  in  mtUdng  the  present 
experiment  I  have  been  still  more  surprised  to  find  that  many  parents 
seem  positively  averse  to  their  children  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
one  of  the  Indian  languages.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  a  knowl^lge 
of  the  two  Indian  languages  principally  spoken  in  the  Colony,  is  so 
usefid  and  important  an  acquisition,  that  some  substsmtial  inducement 
ought  to  be  held  out  to  those  who  are  willing,  by  gaining  a  thorough 
mastery  of  these  tongues,  to  fit  themselves  for  positions  which  men 
without  such  a  knowledge  cannot  perfectly  or  satisfactorily  filL  In 
order  to  facilitate  such  arrangements  as  may  have  to  be  made  in  view 
of  these  considerations,  I  have  &ppli^  to  the  Universities  of  Calcutta 
and  Madras,  in  order  that  by  affiliation  to  those  institutions  we  may 
be  able  to  prosecute  our  studies  in  this  new  department  of  knowledge 
with  some  means  of  guaranteeing  the  reality  of  our  progress  by  the 
criterion  of  public  examinations  conducted  by  independent  examiners. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  Senate  of  Calcutta  will  probably 
consent  to  our  association,  on  terms  somewhat  similar  to  those  which 
regulate  our  connection  with  the  University  of  London.  From  the 
University  of  Madras  I  have  been  informed  that  arrangements  for 
the  affiliation  of  such  institutions  as  the  Royal  College  of  Mauritius 
are  not  ^et  completed,  but  that  in  the  event  of  a  scheme  at  present 
imder  discussion  being  carried  out,  the  Senate  will  accede  to  our 
request  These  matters  are  likely  to  engage  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Council  of  Education  during  the  ensuing  year.  I  have  thought  it 
right  to  allude  to  them  on  thb  occasion,  but-I  am  bound  to  say  that 
for  the  opinions  which  I  am  now  expressing,  I  am  personally  respon- 
sible, some  of  my  colleagues  in  the  Council  holding  views  on  this 
point  which  diffisr  from  my  own. 

For  the  rest,  the  studies  of  the  Royal  College  have  been  pursued 
during  the  past  academical  year,  according  to  the  programme  approved 
by  the  Council  of  Education,  with  conscientious  and  untiring  industry 
on  the  part  of  my  colleagues,  and  as  I  trust  to  the  promotion  of 
sound  and  useful  learning  among  the  students.  I  have  only  to  ex- 
press a  regret,  which  has  I  believe  frequently  been  expressed  by  those 
mterested  in  educational  matters  here,  and  which  is,  I  find,  re-echoed 
by  those  engaged  in  similar  institutions  in  other  colonies  of  the 
empire, — I  regret,  namely,  the  abrupt  termination  which  takes  place 
in  the  education  of  a  great  majority  of  the  youth  of  the  Colony,  just 
at  the  period  when  the  intellect  is  ripest  for  study,  when  the  nature 
and  uses  of  learning  have  begun  to  be  anpreciated,  and  when  tbe 
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acquisition  of  knowledge  is  beginning  to  be  a  work  of  love  rather     Maubitius. 
than  a  labour  of  compulsion.  ""^ 

I  pass  on  to  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the 
College  school. 

Two  years  ago  I  exhibited  in  ample  detail  the  principles  of  a 
scheme  intended  to  make  of  the  Royal  College  not  only  an  institution 
that  should  put  within  easy  reach  of  all  to  whom  such  a  boon  is 
likely  to  be  acceptable  the  advantages  of  the  best  superior  education 
which  the  Colony  can  afford,  but  also  a  central  impulse  controlling 
the  whole  region  of  study  between  its  own  classes  and  the  Qt)vem- 
ment  primary  schoola 

The  object  of  that  scheme  was,  briefly,  to  introduce  an  uniform 
system  of  secondary  instruction,  by  bringing  under  the  influence  of 
the  Council  of  Education,  as  representing  the  supreme  intelligence  of 
the  community,  all  such  free  adventurers  in  education  as  chose  to  co- 
operate with  the  public  educational  movement  without  direct  re- 
muneration, but  satisfied  to  submit  to  a  limited  control,  in  the 
assurance  of  an  equivalent  to  be  gained  in  the  increased  confidence 
which  a  public  guarantee  and  a  public  criterion  might  be  expected  to 
secure. 

The  details  of  that  scheme  have  been  so  often  and  so  elaborately 
discussed  that  I  will  not  now  repeat  them ;  I  regret  to  say  that  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  abandon  for  the  present  at  least,  and 
probably  for  many  years,  one  important  part  of  the  proposed  plan. 
I  allude  to  the  abolition  of  the  College  school.  Still  adhering  to  all 
that  I  have  said  on  former  occasions  in  favour  of  the  transfer  of 
secondary  instruction  from  a  Government  institution  to  free  enter- 

Erise,  as  correct  in  principle,  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  all  confusion 
etween  the  excellence  of  a  principle  and  its  premature  or  inoppor- 
tune application. 

Last  year,  at  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes,  I  was  able  to  speak 
of  the  scheme  as  working  with  cheerful  promise,  and  I  should  have 
been  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to-day  that  the  promise  of  the 
first  year  s  experiment  had  been  mlfilled.  But  the  change  which  has 
come  over  the  prospects  of  the  College  has  been  due  to  two  causes. 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  become  evident  that  private  adventure  is 
not  at  present  able  to  compete  with  the  endowed  institution,  and 
secondly,  the  confidence  of  the  public,  so  long  withheld  from  the 
Eoyal  College,  is  now  to  a  great  extent,  I  miglit  almost  say  fully 
restored.  In  our  endeavours  to  transfer  the  work  of  secondary 
instruction  from  the  College  to  a  system  of  associated  schools,  we 
relied  principally  on  the  support  of  four  of  the  most  important  schools 
in  the  Colony.  But  two  of  the  head  masters  of  these  institutions 
have  found  it  to  their  advantage  to  abandon  free  educational  enter- 
prise, and  to  accept  appointments  at  the  Boyal  College.  One  of  these 
gentlemen  was  the  only  head-master  whose  pupils  achieved  any  con- 
siderable success  in  last  year's  examinations,  and  I  think  therefore 
that  his  accession  to  the  Koyal  College  school  is  a  circumstance  upon 
which  the  College  authorities  may  fairly  congratulate  themselves  and 
the  public.  As  for  the  other  two  schools,  one  of  them  sent  a  large 
numoer  of  candidates  to  last  year's  examination,  but  their  want  of 
success  has,  I  fear,  discouraged  the  proprietor,  for  he  has  not  this 
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BlAVBtntn.     year  repeated  the  experiment     He  still  howerery  I  belieYc^  follows 

the  protamine  of  the  Council  of  Education,  and  I  trust  next  year 

to  see  the  pupils  of  his  establishment  contending  in  honourable  and 
successful  emulation  with  the  pupils  of  the  College  school. 

The  success  of  the  scheme  which  has  been  for  the  last  eighteen 
months  under  experiment  depended,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  beads 
of  private  institutions  giving  evidence,  in  the  public  competitive 
examinations,  of  their  ability  to  organise  a  system  of  private  schools 
in  which  a  parent  could  be  sure  of  finding  every  advantage  which  be 
could  possibly  derive  from  the  school  at  present  attached  to  the  Royal 
College.  The  result  of  last  year's  examination  showed  that  the 
private  adventure  schools  were  not  in  a  position  to  compete  affaiust 
the  Government  institution  even  so  high  as  the  very  modn^te 
standard  of  instruction  required  for  the  first  class  of  the  College 
school.  Again,  it  was  believed  that  the  advantages  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  successful  private  schools,  and  to  which 
I  endeavoured  to  do  full  justice  in  my  address  from  this  ]dace  two 
years  ago,  would  outweigh,  in  the  estimation  of  parents,  the 
superiority  of  organization  and  greater  fixity  of  principle  which  dis* 
tinguish  endowments  generally.  This  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case, 
for  notwithstanding  the  doubts  which  have  surrounded  the  existence 
of  the  College  school,  our  registers  show  the  following  statistics  :*^ 

NUMBtR  of  PUPI14   on  the  GoLLBOa  Bb<U8TSB8. 

July,  1868     -        -    School  -        -  85 1.,^ 

College  -    -  81 P^** 

„      1869         -    -    School  -        -  ^^liQQ 

College  -    *  eSf^"^^ 

„      1870     -        •    School  •        *  •^lifti 

College  .    .  69  P^* 

„      1871         -    .    School  -        .  153 1  Q.^ 

College  .    -  92  M^" 

Our  efibrts  to  introduce  uniformity  of  method  in  secondary  instruc- 
tion were  stimulated  bv  the  fact  that  within  the  last  few  years  the 
fever  has  prompted  and  the  railway  &cilitated  emigration  from  Port 
Louis  to  healthier  parts  of  the  Island.  It  became  Uierefore  a  matter 
of  especial  importance  to  provide  the  most  salubrious  parts  of  the 
Colony  with  educational  resources  ;  and  it  was  with  much  regret  that 
we  learned  that  one  or  two  schools,  upon  which  we  relied,  were  un- 
willing or  unable  to  adopt  the  system  proposed,  and  to  take  cuivan- 
tacre  of  the  public  guarantee  afibrded  by  the  annual  examinations 
held  at  the  Koyal  College.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  im- 
portant that  something  should  be  done  to  enable  such  persons  as  con- 
siderations of  health  had  led  into  the  country  districts  to  enjoy  the 
educational  benefits  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Boyal  CoUege  to 
bestow  on  all  classes  of  the  community.  This  seemed  all  the  more 
desirable  inasmuch  as  the  boys  likely  to  take  advantage  of  such  a 
school  as  it  was  nroposed  to  establish  belong  to  an  influential  class,  and 
are  likely  to  hola  some  day  or  other  important  positions  in  the  Colony. 

These  considerations  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of 
the  Royal  College  school  at  Curepipe,  the  classes  of  which  will  follow 
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precisely  the  same  studies  as  the  classes  in  Port  Louis ;  while  the     Macbitius, 
parallel  progress  of  the  two  establishments  will  be  secured  by  monthly 
examinations  conducted  by  the  professors  of  the  Boyal  College.    The 
Curepipe  school  will  be  openea  on  the  1st  September,  and  the  com- 
mittee look  forward  to  its  success  with  confident  hope. 

A  glance  at  the  results  of  the  general  competitive  school  examinations 
will  show  that,  although  a  few  candidates  from  private  schools  achieved 
a  moderate  share  of  success  last  year,  private  enterprise  has  this  year 
shown  no  indications  of  its  ability  to  compete  with  the  Royal  College. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  endeavouring  to  arrive  at  uniformity  of  secondary 
education  through  a  system  of  private  schools  voluntarily  submitting 
to  the  control  of  the  Council  of  Education,  we  must  endeavour  to 
reach  that  end  through  a  system  of  schools  in  immediate  connection 
with  and  directly  under  the  control  of  the  Royal  College.  Since  the 
Curepipe  question  has  been  discussed,  the  idea  of  a  similar  school  in 
another  district  has  already  been  suggested ;  and  in  a  word  my  desire 
is  to  make  the  Royal  College  school  as  good  a  school  and  as  well 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  community,  as  care  and  industry,  sup- 
ported by  the  generous  liberality  of  the  Colony,  which  will,  1  know 
not  be  wanting,  can  make  it,  and  then  to  use  every  endeavour  to 
place  within  reach  of  other  districts  an  equally  good  school.  Whether 
that  school  be  a  private  enterprise  submitting  voluntarily  but  in  good 
faith  to  the  control  of  the  Council  of  Education,  or  a  Government 
institution,  is  a  matter  of  comparatively  little  importance.  On  the 
whole  therefore  the  modification  of  our  plans  is  merely  a  modification 
rendered  necessary  by  local  and  special  cu-cumstances,  for  the  effectual 
furtherance  of  tne  object  of  which  we  have  never  lost  sight — 
namely,  the  introduction  and  extension  of  an  uniform  system  of 
secondary  instruction. 

To  this  record  of  what  has  been  done  for  the  promotion  of  secon- 
dary instruction,  I  need  now  only  add  that  an  elementarv  school  has 
been  joined  to  the  previously  existing  classes,  so  that  children  may 
prepare  themselves  for  the  more  serious  labours  of  riper  years  at  a 
very  early  age. 

On  the  course  things  have  taken  during  the  last  two  years  I  look 
back  without  regret,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  future  of  this  important 
institution  with  good  hope ;  with  a  hope  well  founded,  I  believe,  in 
the  knowledge  that  all  concerned  either  in  the  control  of  general 
arrangements,  or  in  carrying  on  the  daily  and  hourly  labours  of  edu- 
cation, are  working  with  cordial  sympathy  and  united  energy  in  the 
cause.  On  my  arrival  in  Mauritius,  nearly  three  years  ago,  I  found 
the  Colony  passing  through  one  of  those  periods  of  fiery  trial  which 
light  generations  down  in  honour  or  dishonour  to  their  children's 
children.  In  the  great  distress  which  prevailed  I  was  assured  on  all 
sides  that  whatever  sacrifices  had  to  be  made,  whatever  painful 
economies  to  be  effected,  no  cost  would  be  spared  to  secure  the 
children  of  the  community  the  advantages  of  a  really  good  education. 
I  have  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  do  justice  **^)  that 
brave  and  wise  determination. 
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Macbitits.  Enclosure  7  in  No.  4. 

Enclosure  7  Ehtubn  of  Nbw  Civil  Cases  before  the  Supbkmb  Coxjet  during 

in  No.  4.  the  Year  1870. 

Actions  above  lOOL      ------    546 

Actions  under  lOOZ.  .-..---      99 
Appeals  from  judgments  of  magistrates  -         -         -      27 
Bankruptcy  cases      -        -        -        -        -        --12 

Arrangements  under  tho  control  of  the  Court  -         -        6 
Cessiones  Bonorum  -------     Nil 

Total 689 

Betubn  of  Criminal  Casks  tried  in  the  Sufbeme  Coubt 
during  the  Year  1870. 

Cases  tried  at  assizes    ------       55 

Appeals  from  convictions  of  magistrates      -         -    -       17 

Total 72 

Number  of  prisoners  tried  at  assizes  -        -        -    -      96 
Number  of  prisoners  tried  in  appeals  from  convictionB      43 

Total 139 

Civil  cases 689 

Criminal  cases     -------72 

Total 761 

(Signed)        F.  Hkbchenbodee, 
April  26,  1871.  Eegistrar. 


Endoeure  8  Enclosure  8  in  No.  4. 

in  No.  4. 

Ceime  Report,  1870. 

*  '^.®  ^^^®       1.  The  tabular  *  statement  annexed  to  this  Report  will  show  the 

pnn  number  of  criminal  cases  which  have  been  tried  before  the  Court  of 

Assize  in  this  Colony,  from  the  year  1866  to  the  year  1870  inclusive. 

2.  The  number  of  cases  tried  during  the  year  1870  is  rather  mcwre 
than  the  number  tried  in  1869,  but  less  than  in  any  of  the  three  years 
previous  to  that. 

3.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  number  of  accused  in  1870 
is  less  than  in  any  of  the  four  years  previous ;  and  since  1866  there 

.  has  been  a  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  tried. 
This  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  and  persons  tried  during  the  last 
two  years,  I  must,  as  was  stated  m  the  Report  on  Crime  of  hst  year, 
attribute  in  great  measure  to  the  Ordinance,  No.  11  of  1869,  by  whidi 
juri8(Uction  was  given  to  the  district  magistrates  to  try  certain  cases  they 
could  not  previously  have  taken  cognizance  of,  as  also  powers  to  tfa^ 
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Procureur-General  by  which  he  can  authorize  them  to  entertain  certain    Maumtius. 
other  charges.   This  Ordinance  has  therefore  rendered  it  unnecessary 
to  bring  a  great  number  of  cases  before  the  assizes,  which  previously 
it  was  obligatory  to  do. 


No.  of  Caaes  and  Aocnsed. 

1 

1866.                  1807.                   1868.                  1869. 

1870. 

No.  of  Cases        -       -    !       101 
No.  of  Accused        "    *    1       236 

68                 75                49 
133               152              101 

55 
85 

As  to  whether  there  has  been  an  increase  of  criminal  business  before 
the  district  Courts  corresponding  with  the  decrease  before  the  Court 
of  Assize^  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  necessary  facts  to  show,  in- 
asmuch as  the  district  magistrates  do  not  forward  to  the  Procureur- 
General  a  list  of  the  cases  tried  before  them. 

In  comparing  the  number  of  accused  tried  at  the  assizes  during  the 
year  1870,  with  the  number  tried  in  1869,  it  must  also  be  remem- 
bered that  during  the  first-mentioned  year  the  population  of  the  Island 
has  somewhat  increased,  yet  notwithstanding  this  increase  the  number 
of  accused  brought  to  trial  has  decreased. 

On  31st  December,  1869,  the  population  of  the  Island  was 
322,924,  and  on  the  31st  December,  1870,  328,633,  showing  an  in- 
crease  of  5,709.  The  Indian  population  during  the  latter  year  con- 
asted  of  140,283  males  to  70,353  females,  showing  the  proportion  of 
males  to  be  66  •  7  per  cent. 

4  The  following  shows  the  state  of  crime  with  reference  to  the 
dififerent  districts  of  the  Island,  both  as  regards  the  number  of  cases 
referred  for  trial  at  the  assizes,  and  the  number  of  those  actually 
tried: — 


1870. 


Districts. 


No.  of  Cases 
sent  for  trial. ; 


No.  of  Cases 
tried. 


No.  of  Cases  \ 
reianiedto  i 
Magistrate  ' 
for  disposal.  I 


No.  of  Gases 

not 
prosecuted. 


Port  Louis  - 

Pamplemousse^ 

Flacq  - 

Black  Eiver     - 

Sayanne 

Grand  Port      - 

Rivi^  du  Bempart 

Plaines  Wi!h(  ins     - 

Moka  - 

Island  of  Bodrignes 


26 

24 

16 

3 

16 

6 

9 

8 

6 

1 


13 

8         1 

10 

7 

10 

2 

2 

0 

8 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3         1 

2 

4 

'          2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
0 


There  were  five  cases  put  down  for  trial,  but  which  were  postponed 
until  the  presentyear ;  and  as  regarded  two  accused  who  were  to  have 
been  tried,  the  Crown  entered  a  "  Nolle  prosequL" 

This  Table  shows  that  there  were  55  cases  referred  for  trial,  but 
which  it  was  decided  not  to  bring  to  the  assizes,  31  of  which  were 
sent  back  on  reduced  charges  to  the  magistrate ;  and  24  in  which 
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Maukitivs.     the  evidence  was  not  considered  such  as  to  warrant  the  cases  being 
■""         prosecuted  against  the  accused. 

5.  The  nationality  or  race  of  the  offenders  tried  at  the  assizes 
during  the  past  year  was  as  follows : — 


Indians 

-    73 

Ex-apprenticcs  - 
Arabs  - 

-    .      6 
-      2 

Chinese    - 

-    .      1 

English 
Americans 

.       1 
-    -      2 

Making  in  all  85  accused,  68  of  whom  were  convicted,  15  found  not 
guilty,  and  two  against  whom  the  Crown  did  not  proceed  with  the 
prosecution. 

6.  There  were  unfortunately  several  cases  of  a  severe  nature  tried 
during  the  year. 

In  1869  there  were  only  five  persons  found  guilty  of  murder  and 
attempt  at  murder,  and  seven  ot  manslaughter  and  attempt  at  man- 
slaughter ;  whereas  in  1870  there  were  no  less  than  seven  persons 
found  guilty  on  the  former  charges,  and  ten  on  the  latter,  and  of  those 
who  were  convicted  for  the  offences  of  manslaughter  six  were  put  upon 
their  trial  for  the  graver  crime. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  a  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
juries  in  Mauritius  to  find  guilty  of  murder  and  attempt  of  murder. 
This  I  can  only  attribute  to  a  feeling  which  exists  among  many  of 
the  community  regarding  the  question  of  capital  punishment,  for  the 
evidence  in  the  cases  above  alluded  to  appeared  to  bear  out  fully  the 
charges  brought  against  the  accused. 

7.  In  the  five  cases  of  murder  where  the  parties  were  found  g^lty, 
they  were  all,  in  compliance  with  the  law,  sentenced  to  death,  but 
in  the  two  cases  of  attempt  at  murder  the  sentence  was  commuted  to 
twenty  years'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  and  circumstances  per- 
mitted of  the  same  mercy  being  extended  to  three  who  were  convicted 
of  murder.  It  was,  however,  considered  necessary  that  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  should  be  inflicted  on  two  others  who  were  fonnd 
guilty  of  the  crime,  and  these  were  accordingly  executed. 

8.  There  were  also  several  severe  cases  of  assault,  and  in  eight  in- 
stances death  was  the  result. 

With  respect  to  this  class  of  offence,  it  is  frequently  asserted  that 
the  continuance  of  fever  among  us  gives  rise  to  disease  of  the  spleen, 
and  that  cases  on  this  account  often  end  seriously  which  oth^^ise 
would  not  do  so.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Indian  population, 
among  whom  offences  of  this  description  very  frequently  occur,  is  not 
less  subject  to  malarious  fever  than  that  of  other  races,  and  thou^ 
not  affected  by  it  to  the  same  extent  as  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  it  was 
so  prevalent  throughout  the  Island,  there  are  still  constantly  cases  in 
which  the  medical  evidence  proves  a  diseased  spleen  caused  by  that 
malady. 

9.  There  were  four  cases  of  rape  and  one  of  attempt  upon  chastity, 
in  which  five  accused  were  found  guilty  and  two  acquitted.  In  cases 
of  this  description,  unless  the  evidence  be  very  conclusive  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  convictions,  for  the  laxity  of  morals  among  the  lower  classes 
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of  the  population  frequently  gives  rise  to  doubts  as  to  the  legal  guilt     Haubitius. 
of  those  charged. 

10.  There  were  seven  cases  of  burglary,  one  of  highway  robbery, 
one  of  larceny  with  violence,  and  one  of  domestic  larceny  tned  during 
tke  year. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  remark  that  in  this  class  of  cases  where 
Indians  are  the  accused,  they  are  generally  of  the  Madras  population ; 
whereas  in  charges  of  murder,  manslaughter,  and  other  serious  assaults 
the  offenders  are  usually  of  the  Calcutta  tribe. 

11.  There  were  four  cases  of  arson,  in  which  six  accused  were 
charged,  four  of  whom  were  found  guilty  and  two  acquitted. 

As  regards  this  offence,  I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the 
Ordinance  No.  5  of  1869  has  worked  beneficially.  Previous  to  its  be- 
coming law,  twenty  years'  imprisonment  was  the  minimum  punishment 
which  could  be  inflicted  for  arson ;  juries  were  then  most  reluctant  to 
find  verdicts  of  guilty ;  but  as  this  Ordinance  has  reduced  the  mini- 
mum punishment  to  four  years,  thero  is  not  the  same  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  feelings  of  mercy  may  override  the  dictates  of  justice,  or 
that  verdicts  warranted  by  the  evidence  will  not  be  returned. 

12.  There  was  one  case  of  bigamy  tried  during  the  year,  in  which 
the  accused  who  was  convicted  of  the  offence  was  committed  firom  the 
island  of  Rodrigues. 

There  was  one  case  of  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  one  of  embezzlement, 
one  of  forgery,  and  one  of  swindling  brought  to  trial,  in  all  of  which 
conyictions  were  obtained. 

13.  In  one  case  a  young  boy  was  found  guilty  of  placing  a  stone  on 
the  railway  lines,  and  he  was  sentenced  by  the  presiding  judge  to 
three  years'  detention  at  the  Beformatory. 

14.  As  I  have  already  mentioned  in  Uiis  Report,  charges  of  a  serious 
nature  have  been  more  numerous  during  18/0  than  during  1869,  or 
even  during  any  of  the  three  previous  years. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  has  caused  the  increase  of  such  offences, 
but  the  considerable  excess  of  the  male  to  the  female  population  ampng 
the  Indians,  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  a  reason  for  the  frequency 
of  certain  crimes. 

Cases  of  murder  and  manslaughter  are  sometimes  the  result  of 
robbery  and  plunder,  but  far  oflener  originate  from  causes  of  jealousy 
or  disputes  about  women  among  the  Indians.  There  is  a  common 
custom  of  sellmg  their  female  children  first  to  one  man  and  after- 
wards to  another,  according  to  the  bargains  they  can  make. 

This  necessarily  gives  rise  to  much  quarrelling  and  jealousy ;  and  the 
men,  oflen  exasperated  at  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  women,  either  in- 
flict upon  them  a  fatal  blow,  or  at  times  take  their  revenge  upon  others 
whom  they  may  consider  the  cause  of  their  wrong. 

15.  The  cases  tried  at  the  assizes  during  the  past  year  have  been  of 
the  usual  description,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  observations  above 
made,  there  is  nothing  which  calls  for  any  particular  notice  on  my  part 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        G.  B.  Colin, 
June  26,  1871.  ,  ,,  Procureur-General. 
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BlACBmrs. 

Enclosure  9 
in  No.  4. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  4. 

RspoBT  of  the  Administration  of  the  Poor  Law  during  the  six 
months  ending  31st  December,  1870. 

Being  called  upon  to  submit  a  Eeport  on  the  working  of  the  Poor 
Law  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  1870,  in  order  that  the 
following  Annual  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  may  have 
reference  to  the  whole  of  the  year  1871,  and  may  pass  in  review 
the  whole  of  the  period  for  which  the  last  estimates  of  revenne 
and  expenditure  were  framed  by  the  Commission,  I  have  the 
'honour  to  present  the  following  remarks : — 

2.  Having  merely  to  establish  a  connecting  link  between  the  last 
Annual  Report  and  the  next  one,  I  shall  confine  my  observations 
to  a  bare  exposition  of  the  financial  working  of  the  institution  on 
the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  to  a  summary  recapitulation  of 
the  paupers  admitted  or  discharged,  of  those  who  died,  and  of  the 
numbers  remaining  in  the  various  Poor  Law  Establishments  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1870. 

3.  The  revenue  of  the  Commission  during  the  six  months  under 
review  amounted  to  14,396/.  14a.  4J<i.,  and  came  from  the  follow- 
ing sources : — 

£        «.  d. 

1.  Customs 10,716    2  4 

2.  Extra  duty  on  colonial  spirits  -  -  -  3,441  8  8 
8.  Poor  rates  due  to  former  Poor  Belief  Boards  16  10  0 
4.  Miscellaneous  receipts  ^treatment  of  private 

patients,  sale  of  gunmes,  &c.)         •        -  222  13    4^ 

4.  The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  15,5612.  Ss.  7d^  exceed- 
ing the  half-yearly  revenue  by  1,164Z.  14s.  2^.;  but,  besides  the 
current  expenses,  the  payments  included  the  whole  of  the  balance 
due  to  the  Savings  Bank.  The  loan  received  from  that  establish- 
ment in  1869  has  thus  been  entirely  refunded. 

5.  The  balances  at  the  end  of  the  year  stood  as  follows : — 

£       s.     d. 

1.  In  hands  of  Colonial  Treasurer  -        -        -    -    849    0    0^ 

2.  „  President  of  Poor  Law  Commission    400    0    0 


Total £T49    0    01 


*  Not  printed.       (}.  The  details  of  the  expenditure  are  given  in  the  Statement  A,* 
herewith  submitted. 

7.  The  admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  of  pauper  patients  in 
the  Poor  Law  hospitals  and  £n)ensaries,  and  the  numbers  remain- 

t  Not  printed,  ing  at  the  end  of  tne  year,  are  shown  in  Statement  B.t 

8.  The  numbers  remaining  under  treatment,  compared  to  those 
reported  as  being  in  the  hospitals  and  dispensaries  on  the  30th  June 
previous,  were  as  follows : — 
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Hospitals. 

MAURlTIva. 

June  30,  1870. 

December  31, 1870. 

Port  Louis   -        -        -      29 

« 

12 

Pamplemousses-        -    -      84 

- 

57 

Flacq  .        ...       12 

. 

22 

Biviere  du  Rempart  -    -        6 

- 

5 

Black  River-        .        .      — 

. 



Plaines  Wilhoms        -    -       82 

» 

45 

Moka   .        .         -        .       -^ 

• 

Grand  Port        -        .    -       61 

. 

39 

Savanne        -        -        -      12 

- 

20 

DiSPENSABISS. 

June  30, 1870. 

December  81, 1870. 

Port  Louis    -        -        -    276 

. 

3 

Pamplemousses-        -    -      21 

. 

26 

Flacq  ....     101 

. 

49 

Biviere  du  Bempart  -    -        8 

. 

6 

Black  Biver-        -        -       18 

- 

20 

Plaines  Wilhems        -    -       11 

. 

24 

Moka   -        ...      45 

. 

21 

Grand  Port       -        -    -     396 

- 

195 

Savanne        ...      99 

- 

1 

9.  466  paupers  were  receiving  in-door  relief  at  the  Barkly  Asylum 

at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  statement  marked  C  *  shows  how  they  ♦  Not  printed. 
were  distributed,  and  establishes  comparisons  with  the  numbers 
exhibited  by  the  Report  for  the  year  1869.  In  the  total  number 
there  was  a  decrease  of  19 ;  but  since  the  begmning  of  this  year 
the  admissions  have  raised  the  total  above  500:  the  present  num- 
ber of  inmates  is  522. 

10.  The  total  mortality  of  the  Asylum  in  the  half-year  now 
reviewed  was  88 ;  in  the  previous  six  months  it  had  amounted  to 
120. 

11.  The  general  state  of  health  of  the  inmates  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  very  satisfactory,  especially  with  regard  to  the  chil- 
dren, who  were  entirely  free  from  sickness ;  there  was  not  a  single 
case  amongst  them  requiring  hospital  treatment  The  very  small 
proportion  of  sick  amongst  the  children  here,  compared  to  the  large 
number  of  admissions  into  the  hospital  of  the  Powder  Mills  Asylum, 
suggests  some  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  difference. 

12.  That  inquiry  the  Commissioners  propose  to  make  before  the 
end  of  the  present  year,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  explain  its 
results  in  their  next  Annual  Report,  in  which  they  will  also  offer 
their  opinion  on  the  operation  of  the  present  system  of  poor 
relief,  and  suggest  such  changes  therein  as  may  to  them  seem 
desirable. 

(Signed)         H.  N.  D.  Beyts. 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission. 
September  13,  1871. 
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MAURmrs.  Enclosure  10  in  No.  4. 

Enclosure  10  ANNUAL  Repobt  on  the  LEGISLATION  of  the  Year  1870. 

in  No.  4. 

The  laws  promulgated  in  the  Colony  during  the  year  1870,  show 
that  marked  attention  was  given  by  the  authorities  to  the  considera- 
tionof  matters  connected  with  the  public  health,  on  which  subject  no 
less  than  fifteen  laws  of  divers  classes  were  introduced. 

The  most  important  of  these  me^ures  was  the  Ordinance  No.  11, 
intituled  ^'  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  Public 
**  Health/; 

The  object  of  this  Ordinance  was  twofold.  First,  to  proyide  a 
broad  scheme  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  laws  which  relate 
to  the  public  health ;  and  secondly,  to  create  a  fund  which  would 
enable  the  authorities  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  sudi  laws 
to  carry  into  execution  the  plans  which  would  be  judged  the  best  and 
most  practical  to  secure  the  contemplated  ends. 

Very  divergent  opinions  and  many  conflicting  notions  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  operating  had  to  be  considered  and  weighed,  and 
ultimately  this  Ordinance  was  passed  upon  the  principle  that  a  Board, 
named  the  General  Board  ot  Health,  shoula  have  practically  the 
supreme  control  of  the  sanitary  law ;  and  it  is  evident  tnat  very  lai^ 
powers  were  thus  vested  in  a  body  appointed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive certainly,  but,  once  appointed,  acting  in  a  great  measure 
independently  of  the  Executive. 

My  own  view,  if  it  had  fallen  to  my  lot  to  bring  in  the  Ordinance, 
instead  of  taking  it  up  when  some  of  the  most  important  principlee 
involved  in  its  enactments  had  already  been  carried,  would  nave 
been  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  in  Executive  Council 
all  the  powers  entrusted  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  the  details 
of  execution  being  left  to  men  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  every 
district,  and  certainly  to  dispense  with  local  Boards,  which  had  been 
tried,  and  had  failed  deplorably. 

I  conceive  that  a  medical  oflScer  deprived  of  private  practice,  as 
contemplated  for  the  future  by  the  Ordinance,  but  in  wnom  wcHild 
have  been  united  the  powers  at  present  held  by  divers  medical  prac- 
titioners, all  however  engaged  in  private  practice,  miffht  have  been 
adopted  at  once,  and  that  medical  men  would  have  l)een  for  each 
district  the  chief  sanitary  executive  oflScers  under  the  control  and 
regulation  of  the  Governor  in  Council ;  the  loss  to  the  Treasury, 
which  might  have  been  met  out  of  the  revenue  raised  by  the  sanitary 
tax,  would  have  been  of  no  great  amount,  and  would  naturally 
dwindle  by  degrees.  Of  this  scheme  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  more, 
since,  after  all,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Ordinance  went  to  show  that  the 
General  Board  of  Health  was  intended  to  have  the  supervirion  of  the 
whole  machinery;  and  although  stoutly  and  strongly  opposed,  the 
principle  was  accepted  by  the  majority  of  the  CounciL 

The  second  pomt  was  whether  the  revenue  should  be  raised  by 
direct  or  indirect  taxation. 

The  plan  proposed  and  ultimately  carried  was,  that  a  capitation 
tax  of  tour  shillings  per  annum  should  be  levied,  but  the  tax  as  to 
householders,  proprietors,  and  others  was  supposed  to  increase. 
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Whilst  the  Ordinance  was  before  the  Board,  sections  were  added  to  MAURmrs. 
meet  that  class  of  persons  who,  although  wealthy,  were  neither  propri- 
etors of  lands  or  houses  nor  pay  rent,  and  yet  do  not  receive  a  fixed 
salary  or  remuneration,  a  class  though  not  numerous,  still  probably 
more  numerous  than  might  be  prima  facie  supposed.  In  fact,  the 
proposed  scheme  was  a  kind  of  concentration  of  a  capitation  and 
income  tax,  resting  upon  the  double  standard  of  salary  and  locative 
value  of  premises  held  or  occupied. 

The  plan,  if  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  would,  I  believe,  in  spite  of 
evasions,  which  must  almost  invariably  be  expected,  have  produced  a 
fund  sufficient,  if  well  handled  and  properly  applied,  to  meet  the 
sanitary  exigencies  of  the  Colony.  * 

The  Question  whether  direct  or  indirect  taxation  would  be  resorted 
to  had  tnus  been  resolved  by  the  Ordinance  in  favour  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, not  that  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony  make  the  application  of 
indirect  taxation  in  its  ultimate  results  so  burdensome  as  it  may  be  in 
Europe,  but  because  in  this  case  it  was  right  that  all  should  contribute 
to  a  scheme  calculated  to  benefit  all,  the  poor  still  more  than  the  rich — 
the  lower  classes,  usually  less  provident  and  more  ignorant,  still  more 
than  the  higher  classes. 

But  as  this  Ordinance  has  not,  in  the  shape  it  was  issued,  received 
the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty,  and  as  it  is  possible  that  the  subject 
may  before  long  be  again  brought  forward  with  certain  additions  or 
modifications  considered  by  his  Lordship  to  be  just  and  reasonable, 
I  believe  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  (as  I  have  done)  give  the 
sketch  of  its  objects,  of  its  tendency,  and  the  main  principle  which  it 
contained. 

In  the  interest  of  public  health,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  introduction  of  a  draft  law,  which  had  been  demanded 
by  the  agricultural  community,  for  exempting  from  Custom  dues 
substances  generally  used  as  deodorizing  disinfectants;  it  being  con- 
sidered expedient  to  encouraore  the  importation  of  these  articles. 
The  Act  by  which  this  twofold  object  was  effected  is  the  Ordinance 
No.  8,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  abolish  the  duties  of  Customs 
"upon  substances  imported  into  Mauritius  for  agricultural  and  sani- 
**tM7  purposes.** 

A  proper  check  was  raised  to  the  importation  of  damaged  rice 
and  other  grain  and  alimentary  substances,  by  sanitary  regulations 
framed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health,  and  promulgated  by  Pro- 
clamation No.  28,  (for  which  Proclamation  No.  33  was  afterwards 
substituted).  In  virtue  of  this  law,  certain  alimentary  substances  are 
examined  at  the  time  of  importation  by  a  competent  Government 
officer  and  if  found  to  be  damaged  or  otherwise  unwholesome,  they 
are  rendered  unfit  for  food  by  deodorization  or  artificial  deterioration. 
These  measures  are  of  importance  in  a  place  like  Mauritius,  where 
rice  may  be  said  to  be  the  principal  article  of  food  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  population. 

By  Proclamations  Nos.  8  and  29,  divers  localities  in  the  rural 
distncts  of  the  Island  were  declared  to  be  villages  within  the  meaning 
of  ihe  Sanitary  Ordinance,  No.  18  of  1860,  a  formality  necessary  to 
brin^  those  places  within  the  scope  of  certain  parts  of  the  law  on  public 
health,  and  especially  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to  comply  with  the 
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A!  AUKiTius.  sections  concerniug  drains,  privies,  &c. ;  and  regulations  more  stringent 
and  effective  than  those  formerly  in  force,  relative  to  the  night-soil 
service  of  the  town  of  Port  Louis,  were  brought  into  operation  by 
the  Proclamation  No.  35. 

In  July,  1870,  the  20th  Reg^iment  arrived  at  Mauritius,  having 
measles  prevalent  among  the  children,  and  as  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion the  new  comers  were  placed  in  Quarantine  on  shore  at  ^'  Tonnelier  s 
"  Island  "  and  "  Cannonier's  Point '  The  Proclamations  Nos.  15  and 
16  and  24  constituted  those  places  into  temporary  quarantine 
stations. 

The  refusal  of  a  passenger  who  had  undergone  quarantine  to  re- 
imburse to  the  Government  the  cost  of  rations  supplied  to  him  during 
his  sequestration,  brought  about  the  Proclamation  No.  17,  whic£ 
removes  all  doubt  as  to  the  liability  of  persons  in  such  cases.  It  alao 
deals  with  the  obligation  of  masters  of  vessels  in  quarantine  to  lodge 
and  provide  food  tor  the  sanitary  guards  placed  on  board,  to  ensure 
a  stnct  compliance  with  the  law. 

The  Proclamations  Nos.  36,  37, 38  and  39,  as  well  as  tlie  measure 
published  by  the  Government  notice  No.  184  of  1st  December,  1870, 
gave  a  more  effectual  applicaUon  to  our  q^uarantine  laws  in  ^neral ;  but 
^theur  special  aim  was  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  cholera  from 
Madagascar  by  means  of  vessels  trading  regularly  between  that 
country  and  Mauritius. 

Sucn  is  the  long  list  of  laws  introduced  on  the  subject  of  public 
health  in  the  course  of  last  year,  and  I  may  add  that  except  the 
Ordinance  No.  11,  which  has  not  yet  come  into  operation,  much 
good  has  certainly  been  done  and  much  evil  probaoly  avoided  by 
their  means. 

An  amendment  of  some  importance  was  made  on  our  criminal 
law  by  the  Ordinance  No  15,  intituled  ''  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the 
*'  laws  relating  to  the  consequences  of  Penal  Judgments.*' 

The  Colonial  penal  code  provided  as  one  of  its  punishments, 
awardable  even  for  comparatively  mmor  offences,  interdiction  for  life, 
or  for  a  term,  of  civic,  civil,  and  family  rights ;  and  although  in 
practice  offenders  were  not  sentenced  by  the  Courts  to  these  disabili- 
ties, they  were  sometimes  incurred  under  the  civic  code,  which  also 
recomized  civil  death. 

This  system  resulted  in  most  cases  in  inconvenience  and  loss,  not 
upon  the  criminal  himself,  but  upon  his  innocent  wife  and  family. 

The  enactment  now  under  notice  abolishes  civil  death,  and  only 
admits  of  the  offender  bemg  condemned  to  civic,  civil,  or  family  dis- 
ability in  cases  of  serious  crime,  and  when  the  judge  shall  make  it 
part  of  the  sentence.  Due  provision  is  made  for  the  administration, 
by  the  persons  best  qualified  for  the  task,  of  the  property  of  eonvicts, 
as  also  the  property  of  persons  who,  having  failed  to  surrender  to 
justice  have  been  outlawed,  and  who,  like  convicts,  are  unable  to  watch 
over  their  own  interests  in  person. 

Ordinance  No.  9,  intituled  "An  Ordinance  to  authorize  the  Governor 
"  in  Executive  Council  to  appoint  Provisional  Judges  of  the 
"  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases  of  lawful  Recusation." 

Tiiis  law  waj  brought  lefore  the  Council  of  Government  pursuant 
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to  directions  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  effect  should     MAUBmrs. 

be  given  to  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the  special  committee  of        

the  legislative  Council  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  replacing  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  whenever,  by  the  lawful  recusation  of  one  or 
more  of  them,  the  legal  quorum  of  judges  could  not  be  obtained. 

Ordinance  No.  12,  intituled  *'  An  Ordinance  to  punish  the  enticing 
"  away  and  harbouring  of  wives  of  Indian  immigrants." 

The  law  which  formerlv  punished  offences  of  this  nature  was  the 
Ordinance  No.  3  of  1866,  which  also  regulated  the  civic  status  of 
married  immigrants  coming  to  Mauritius ;  and  as  it  was  intended  to 
repeal  that  Ordinance  by  a  consolidated  law  on  civil  status,  the 
Ordinance  No.  12  was  passed  to  keep  in  force  certain  provisions 
which  could  not  properly  be  included  in  the  law  on  civil  status. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  this  occasion  to  remedy  these  provisions  on 
cert^n  points  which  experience  had  indicated,  the  principal  of  which 
were  that  the  costly  intervention  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  such  matters 
was  rendered  unnecessary  by  giving  the  district  magistrates  juris- 
diction therein,  and  that  all  natives  of  India,  whether  coming  to 
Mauritius  at  their  own  expense  as  passengers,  or  being  introduced 
here  under  the  immigration  laws,  should  benefit  by  the  Ordinance. 

Ordinance  No.  4,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  authorize  the  levying 
*'  of  dues  on  vessels  passing  the  Great  Basses  Lighthouse,  and 
"  Little  Basses  Light-ship,  Ceylon  ; "  and 

Ordinance  No.  14^  intituled  "An  Ordinance  to  amend  Ordinance 
"  No.  4  of  1870,  intituled  *  An  Ordinance  to  authorize  the 
**  *  levying  of  dues  on  vessels  passing  the  Great  Basses  Light- 
"  *  house  and  Little  Basses  Light-ship.' " 

By  a  Royal  Order  in  Council  of  November  11th,  1869,  the  dues 
rajable  by  certain  vessels  on  behalf  of  the  light-ship  at  the  Little 
Basses  Rock,  Cevlon,  were  abolished,  and  an  increased  rate  of  charges 
was  made  leviable  to  meet  the  joint  expenses  of  that  light-ship  and 
of  a  lighthouse  which  had  recently  been  erected  on  the  Great  Basses 
Rock,  Ceylon. 

The  Ordinance  No.  4  was  passed  to  legalize  the  collection  of  those 
dues  in  Mauritius,  and  the  Ordinance  No.  14  was  enacted  out  of  a 
direction  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  all  ships  of  war 
or  of  state,  whether  belonging  to  Her  Majesty  or  to  any  foreign 
country,  should  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  such  dues. 

Ordinance  No.  3,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  extend  the  jurisdio- 
**  tion  of  the  district  magistrates  in  Mauritius  and  its  dependen- 
'^  cies  in  matters  relating  to  Acts  of  Parliament  extending  to  this 
"  Colony." 

Doubts  have  been  raised  as  to  whether  in  point  of  law  the  district 
magistrates  of  the  Colony  were  individually  entitled  to  entertain 
charges  brought  before  them  for  breaches  of  Imperial  Statutes, 
whereby  it  was  provided  that  the  penalties  thereunder  were  to  be 
recovered  before  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace,  as  it  was  possible 
that  die  ends  of  justice  might  be  defeated  on  these  grounds  in  any 
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caae  based  on  the  Mutiny  or  PasBenger  Acts  or  other  Statutes  liable 
to  be  invoked  in  tke  Colony,  the  Ordinance  No.  3  was  brought  in  to 
give  to  each  district  magistrate  power  to  exercise,  in  the  applicati<m 
of  any  Act  of  Parliament  in  force  in  Mauritius,  the  junsdiction 
assigned  to  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Ordinance  No.  1,  intituled ''  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  require- 
"  ments  of  the  Roman  Catholic  parish  of  Notre  Dame  de  la 
*^  Dehirande,  in  the  district  of  Pamplemouases ; "  and 

Ordinance  No.  2,  intituled  ^^An  Ordinance  for  authorixii^  an 
**  advance  to  be  made  firom  the  Colonial  Treasury  for  reparing 
''  the  church  and  presbytery  of  the  Roman  Catholic  parish  of 
**  St  Sauveur,  in  the  district  of  Black  River.** 

These  Ordinances  were  framed  at  the  request  of  the  Ronaan 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  two  districts  to  provide  the  funds  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  re-construct  and  repair  the  buildings  set  apart  for 
the  purposes  of  their  religion  in  each  of  those  districts.  The  means 
adoptea,  namely,  that  of  levying  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ronoan 
Catholic  persuasion  in  the  district  an  addition  to  the  taxes  pud  by  them, 
though  oDJectionable  in  some  respects,  is  based  on  numerous  prece- 
dents in  our  legislation,  and  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  convenient 
and  practicable.  The  passing  of  special  Ordinances  to  meet  such 
cases  will  cease  on  the  contemplated  revision  of  the  laws  relative  to 
the  temporalities  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Ordinance  No.  5,  intituled  "An  Ordinance  to  declare  the  three 
«  days  foUowino^  the  arrival  in  the  Colony  of  His  Royal  Highness 
**  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  to  be  public  holidays,  and  to  post- 
'*  pone  the  opening  of  tne  second  session  of  the  assizes  to  the 
**  14th  day  of  June,  1870 ;"  and 

Ordinance  No.  6,  intituled  *'  An  Ordinance  to  amend  Ordinance 
"  No.  5  of  1870,  intituled  *  An  Ordinance  to  declare  the  three 
**  *  days  following  the  arrival  in  the  Colony  of  His  Royal  Highness 
"  ^  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  to  be  public  holidays,  and  to  post- 
"  *  pone  the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  assizes  to  the 
"*  14th  day  of  June,  1870.'" 

As  shown  by  their  titles,  these  laws  were  introduced  on  the  occaaoo 
of  the  visit  to  Mauritius  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh.  The  second  law  was  passed  to  make  some  changes 
rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  of  His  Royal  Highness  not  harin^ 
reached  the  Colony  until  some  days  after  the  date  at  which  his  arriviu 
had  been  expected. 

Ordinance  No.  7,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  regard- 
"  ing  the  registers  of  dealers  in  gold  and  silver  wares." 

The  calling  of  workers  or  dealers  in  gold  and  silver  affords  them 
so  many  facilities  for  the  reception  and  concealment  of  stolen  valu- 
ables, that  for  years  past  the  law  of  the  Colony  (Ordinance  No.  19 
of  1855)  had  laid  upon  them  the  obligation  of  keeping,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tiie  police,  a  register  of  each  purchase  or  sale  made  by  them ; 
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of  late,  bowerer,  these  artisans^  who  are  all  of  the  Asiatic  races,  had    MArBmuB, 

effectually  defeated  the  object  of  this  requirement  by  making  the        

entries  in  their  re^sters  in  Oriental  languages,  which  are  unknown  to 
the  police  here^  instead  of  in  the  English  or  French  languages^  as  was 
formerly  the  practice  among  them.  Ordinance  Na  7  was  passed  to 
render  obligatory  the  keeping  of  the  registers  in  one  or  other  of  the 
latter  languages. 

Ordinance  No.  13,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  legalize  the  collec- 
"  tion  of  certain  sums,  which  have  been  received  without  due 
**  authority  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Port  I-ouis." 

In  the  year  I860,  the  municipal  corporation  of  Port  Louis  brought 
into  the  town  an  abundant  supplv  of  water,  the  works  connected  with 
which  had  occasioned  to  them  a  large  outlay  of  money  ;  and  in  July, 
1861,  the  corporation  made  certain  regulations,  whereby  proprietors 
not  having  purchased  a  share  of  water  for  their  houses  had  to  pay  a 
small  water-rate  for  the  water  they  took  from  the  fountains,  which 
had  just  been  erected  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 

By  some  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  these  regulations 
were  not  submitted,  as  required  by  law,  for  the  approval  of  the 
Governor,  and  they  were  therefore  illegal.  During  several  years  the 
rate  continued  to  be  paid  and  the  proceeds  were  spent  for  tne  legiti- 
mate purposes  of  the  corporation;  at  last  the  informality  above 
mentioned  was  discovered,  and  the  rate  was  no  longer  claimed.  It 
was  necessary,  however,  to  protect  the  corporation  from  any  claims 
that  might  arise  for  the  refund  of  the  sums  so  levied  and  expended, 
and  the  Ordinance  No.  13  was  brought  into  Council  with  that  object. 
By  Proclamation  No.  1  the  law  which  had  already  abolished  in 
Mauritius  imprisonment  for  debt  was  made  applicable  to  the  Islands 
of  Seychellra  and  Rodrigues,  dependencies  of  the  Colony ;  and  by 
Proclamation  No.  5,  portions  of  the  law  of  Mauritius  relatinff  to 
masters  and  servants  were  extended  with  modifications  to  the  Island 
of  Rodrigues,  a  measure  which  had  long  been  needed  there. 

In  execution  of  the  Building  Act  Ordinance  6  of  1869,  and  with 
a  view  to  the  prevention  of  conflagrations,  the  Governor  declared 
by  the  Proclamation  No.  6  what  goods  and  merchandise  should  be 
considered  as  dangerous  goods,  and  what  was  the  maximum  quantity 
which  could  be  lawfully  kept  in  ordinary  shons,  stores,  &c.  Some 
difficulty  was  experienced  by  large  dealers  in  tnese  goods  in  obtain- 
ing stores  sufficiently  isolated  from  other  dwellings  to  warrant  the 
municipal  corporation  in  issuing  to  them  special  licences  for  the 
storing  of  dangerous  goods  in  unlimited  quantities,  and  on  this 
acconnt  it  was  found  necessary  t^ice  to  postone  (Proclamations 
No.  13  and  21)  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Proclamation  No.  6. 

Several  branch  roads  and  other  thoroughfares,  the  maintenance  of 
which  fell  to  the  surrounding  inhabitants,  had  been  allowed  to  get 
into  so  bad  a  condition  that  the  traffic  thereon  was  attended  with 
nmnerous  accidents ;  but  the  law  contained  no  provision  compelling 
the  inhabitants  to  keep  those  ways  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  thoujo^h 
it  provided  efficient  machinery  for  this  being  done  wherever  the  in- 
habitants should  choose  to  combine  together  to  incur  the  necessary 
expenditure.     A  practical  remedy  to  this  evil  was  brought  about  by 
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MAonmus.     the  Proclamation  No.  27,  under  which  such  roads  may  be  dosed 
until  properly  repaired. 

One  of  the  principal  sections  of  the  Ordinance  No.  17  of  1869, 
regulating  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  the  sale  of  poisons,  was 
brought  into  operation  by  the  establishment  of  the  regulations 
published  by  the  Government  Notice,  No.  44,  of  12th  Apnl,  1870, 
prescribing  the  mode  and  bases  of  the  examination  to  be  passed  by 
candidates  for  diplomas,  enabling  them  to  practice  in  the  Colony  as 
dispensing  chemists. 

From  time  to  time,  throughout  the  year,  there  were  publbbed 
several  postal  reflations,  amending,  in  compliance  with  adTioes 
received  from  the  home  authorities,  the  charges  on  letters  despatched 
from  the  Colony. 

The  following  laws  not  emanating  from  the  local  Legislature  were 
promulgated  in  the  Colony,  namely  : — 

1st.  Those  sections  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  33  Vict  cap.  7,  which 
concern  the  general  public. 

2nd.  The  Royal  Proclamation  of  19th  July,  1870,  making  current 
in  the  Colony  the  new  French  coins  of  one  and  two  francs. 

3rd.  The  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  1870. 

4th.  The  Convention  of  Commerce  of  30th  December,  1869, 
between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

5th.  The  Royal  Order  in  Council  of  31st  March,  1870,  establish- 
ing  Rules  of  rractice  for  Proctors,  &a,  in  Her  Majesty's  most 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 

6th.  The  Royal  Order  in  Council  of  18th  May,  1870,  relating  to 
the  civil  status  laws  of  the  Colony. 

7th.  The  Royal  Proclamation  of  Neutrality  as  to  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War,  daUd  19th  July,  1870. 

8th.  The  Royal  Order  in  Council  of  17th  August,  1870,  giving 
notice  of  a  convention  having  been  made  with  the  United  States  as 
to  renunciation  of  naturalization  under  the  the  Act  of  1870. 

9th.  The  Royal  Proclamation  of  9th  August,  1870,  embodying 
extracts  from  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  1870. 

10th.  Those  sections  of  the  Statute  29  and  30  Vict,  cap.  109 
(Navy  Discipline),  which  concern  the  general  public 

Before  closing  this  Report,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  in 
reviewing  the  laws  brought  out  during  the  year  1870,  I  have 
departed  somewhat  from  the  plan  adopted  by  my  predecessors  in 
similar  cases,  which  was  to  limit  the  scope  of  the  Report  to  die 
Ordinances  passed  by  the  Council  of  Government  of  the  Colony, 
leaving  unnoticed  all  other  legislative  matters.  I  conceive  however, 
that  to  obtain  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  additions  made  to  our 
law  books  during  the  past  year  it  is  needful  to  draw  attention  not 
only  to  our  Ordinances,  but  to  the  laws  of  all  other  classes  which,  as 
is  apparent  in  the  foregoing  pages,  form  an  important  supplement  to 
the  more  formal  legislation  of  that  period ;  and  1  trust  his  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  approve  of  my  naving  drawn  up  this  Report  on 
the  broader  plan  just  mentioned. 

(Signed)        G.  B.  Colin, 

May  20,  1871.  Proc.-General. 
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SEYCHELLES. 


Setohelles. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  the  Honourable 
A.  H.  Gordon,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  of  Kimberlby. 

(No.  143.)  Government  House,  Mahe,  Seychelles, 

My  Lord,  September  22,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  information, 
the  Annual  Blue  Book  returns  from  this  dependency,  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  Civil  Commissioner,  for  the  past  year. 

2.  Tnat  Eeport  your  Lordship  will  find  by  no  means  uninteresting. 
It  contains  a  record  of  rapid  progress  and  improvement,  and  I  see 
no  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  further  development  of  these  depen- 
dencies is  likely  to  be  arrested. 

3.  There  are  only  two  points  on  which  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words 
to  the  Report  of  the  Civil  Commissioner. 

4.  He  nas  hardly  done  suflBcient  justice  to  the  '*  establishment  of 
**  the  Sisters  off  St  Joseph  for  the  education  of  female  children." 

In  that  school  from  300  to  350  children  are  educated  for  the  most 
part  gratuitously,  and  are  brought  under  civilizing  influences  by 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  be  reached. 

The  "  College  "  of  the  Christian  Brothers  is  also  of  a  very  superior 
character  to  what  might  be  expected  in  so  remote  a  locality  as  the 
Seychelles. 

5.  The  Civil  Commissioner,  from  an  unwillingness  probably  to 
exalt  unduly  his  own  work,  has  not  attributed  to  the  pier  which  he 
has  constructed  all  the  importance  it  deserves. 

When  completed  it  cannot  fail  to  render  this  port  one  of  far  morel 
frequent  resort  than  it  at  present  is.  This  work  has  hitherto  been 
carried  on  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  and  under  difficulties 
which  the  Civil  Commissioner  deserves  the  utmost  credit  for  having 
overcome. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        Arthur  Gordon. 

&C.         &c.         &c 


Enclosure. 

Annual  Eeport,  1870. 

Seychelles,  Civil  Commissioner's  Office, 
March  6,  1871. 
I  have   the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  annual  returns 
for  the  Blue  Book. 


Sir, 


Conditions  and  Prospects. 

2.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that  the  pros- 
perity of  this  dependency  has  greatly  increased  during  the  past  year. 


Enclosure. 
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SiTCHSLLn.  and  bids  &ir  to  do  so  more  rapidly,  as  the  oocoanut  plantations, 
nearly  at  maturity,  and  others  come  into  bearing,  together  with  the 
tracts  of  land  devoted  to  tobacco  and  sugar-cane. 

3.  The  trade  in  cocoanut-oil,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  vaooa  bags  is 
assuming  much  larger  proportions. 


OIL         1     ToliMco.        ▼aeotB^ct.l      GaOoii. 

In  1870        

In  1869    

Oalloiw.              Ih.*.                               ,         Bk 
189.820        27,796        141,842         15,332 
127,112          9,973          52,677        10,485 

Showing  an  inoroMe  of  - 

62,708    ,     17,823          89,165    j      4.847 

Eosporis  and  Importi. 

4.  The  total  value  of  exports  for  1870  is  31,233/.  4*.  6d. ;  for 
1869,  23,469/.  4s.,  showing  an  increase  of  7,764/.  Os.  6d. 

There  is  really  a  much  larger  increase,  tobacco  having  been  valued 
in  the  present  report  at  2s.  per  pound  instead  of  4«.  in  1869 ;  other 
articles  also  at  much  lower  rates  than  in  that  year. 

5.  The  value  of  imports  for  1870  is  46,276/.  2».  2d. ;  for  nrevious 
year,  30,564/.  5s.  4A,  showing  an  increase  of  15,711/.  16s.  lOdL 

Revenue  and  Eaependiture. 

6.  The  detailed  revenue  collected  at  Seychelles  for  1870  is 
5,858/.  8«.  5|(/. ;  for  previous  year,  4,322/.  2s.  6^ ,  showing  an 
increase  of  1,536/.  5s.  11^. 

7.  The  expenditure  at  Seychellesfor  1870  amounts  to  6,869/.  14s.  3d; 
for  previous  year  to  5,797/.  6s.  6(2.,  showing  an  increase  of 
1,072/.  7s.  9d. 

8.  To  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Seychelles  should,  in  all 
fahmess,  be  added  the  amount  of  duties  paid  at  Mauritius  on  goods 
imported  there,  forwarded  to  and  consumed  at  Seychellea,  whidi, 
according  t-o  calculations  based  upon  the  manifests  of  all  the  vessels 
who  came  to  this  port  from  Mauntius  during  the  past  year  are  esti- 
mated at  2,223/.  10s.  2i.,  making  a  total  approximate  revenue  of 
8,081/.  18s.  7|d.,  against  (in  1869)  6,093/.  10s.  OJi.,  showing  an 
increase  of  1,988/.  8s.  7^. 

9.  His  Excellency  the  late  Governor,  Sir  Henry  Barkly,  K.C.B., 
in  a  Despatch,  No.  204, 29th  of  August,  1866,  to  the  Eight  Honour- 
able the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  published  in  the  Blue 
Book  of  1867,  in  forwarding  the  Civil  Commissioner's  Beport  on 
Seychelles,  allows  that  the  before-mentioned  duties  should  be  credited 
to  the  revenue,  but  observes  that  no  authentic  data  exists  for  deciding 
the  much-vexed  question  of  whether  the  Sychelles  group  is  a  burden 
to  the  mother  Colony  or  not,  I  would  most  respeOTuUy  submit  that 
if  masters  of  merchant  vessels  enter  on  their  manifests  the  quantities 
and  descriptions  of  goods  contained  in  the  various  packi^es  shipped 
from  Mauritius  to  Seychelles,  the  exact  amount  of  duties  paid  on 
those  goods  can  be  ascertained  and  carried  to  the  credit  of  this 
dependency ;    for  although  the  trade  between  it  and  the  present 
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Colony  is  called  a  coastiDg  trade,  and  the  dependency  sometimes    Seychelles. 
a  district,  still  there  are  certain  modifications ;  for  instance,  a  duty 
being  charged  at  Mauritius  of  4d.  a  pound  on  tobacco  imported 
firom  Seychelles,  which  is  not  the  case  on  tobacco  brought  in  from 
different  districts  of  that  Island  to  Port  Louis. 

10.  Should  this  suggestion  relative  to  the  manifests  be  carried 
out,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  plainly  show,  that  instead  of  being 
considered  a  burden,  Seychelles  would  be  an  assistance  and  an 
advantage  to  the  mother  Colony,  containing  as  it  does  a  population 
estimate  at  over  13,000,  consuming  the  ^oods  imported  trom  Mau- 
ritius, as  if  they  were  inhabitants  of  a  district  of  that  Island,  and 
who  will,  when  the  Ordinances  extended  to  Seychelles  come  into 
force,  be  paying  the  same  duties  on  goods  imported  from  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

11.  The  increase  in  the  expenditure  for  the  past  year  (1,0722.  Is.  dd.) 
is  owing  to  an  augmentation  of  the  police  force,  a  pension  ^nted  to 
an  old  public  servant  retiring,  the  keep  of  more  than  double  the 
number  of  prisoners,  3002.  voted  towank  the  construction  of  a  new 
Custom  House,  the  purchase  of  a  new  pratique  boat,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  through  a  very  diflBcult  country,  building  of  bridges, 
and  keeping  up  the  public  buildings,  some  of  which  still  need  heavy 
repairs. 

Public  Works. 

12.  Among  the  public  works  may  be  mentioned  the  gaol,  which 
had  barely  proper  accommodation  for  50  prisoners,  and  was  in  so 
dilapidated  a  condition  that  they  could  escape  from  it  at  pleasure.  It 
has  Deen  almost  rebuilt,  and  so  much  extended  that  from  120  to  130 
prisoners  can  now  be  comfortably  and  securely  lodged. 

13.  About  seven  miles  of  road  have  been  kept  in  repair,  and  two 
miles  constructed,  passing  in  some  places  through  enormous  masses 
of  rock,  involving  the  boring  of  3,160  feet  of  mines  for  blasting 
purposes. 

14.  About  800  feet  of  a  pier,  20  feet  wide,  solidly  built  of  ffranite 
and  coral,  has  been  run  out  in  the  sea,  towards  the  edge  of  the  reef 
bounding  the  inner  harbour,  which,  when  completed  to  about  2,800 
feet,  most  probably  by  the  end  of  the  present  year,  will  enable  vessels 
of  the  lai^est  tonnage  to  lay  alongside. 

15.  200  feet  of  the  old  "  Chantier  Pier  "  has  also  been  repaired, 
as  it  is  the  only  landing-place  at  present  with  deep  water. 

Harbour. 

16.  The  harbour  has  been  resurveyed,  the  true  positions  of  the 
shoals  ascertained,  buoys  laid  down,  and  beacons  erected,  so  that 
vessels  can  now  easily  enter  without  the  aid  of  pilots ;  for  although 
many  of  the  cond  banks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mah6,  and  Ihe 
other  islands,  have  grown  up  considerably,  the  soundings  of  8 
fathoms  to  13,  as  laid  down  in  the  Admiralty  chart  of  the  roadstead 
and  harbour  of  Port  Victoria  (in  which  there  is  safe  anchorage  for 
any  number  of  vessels  of  the  largest  tonnage),  have  experienced  but 
little  change,  the  bottom  being  composed  of  stiff  whitish  clay. 
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Shippinff, 

17.  58  merchant  vessels  have  entered  and  cleared  in  the  Costom 
House,  which,  with  23  mail  steamers  and  29  men-of-war  that  have 
visited  the  port  during  the  past  year,  make  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
45,432. 

18.  Several  vessels  have  also  been  added  to  those  belonging  to 
Port  Victoria  that  ply  regularly  to  Mauritius  and  other  places  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Improvements. 

19.  The  town  has  been  considerably  improved :  24  new  bouses 
built,  some  of  them  solidly  in  stone  and  coral ;  among  which  a  large 
commodious  hotel  for  the  convenience  of  passengers  coming  from  tk 
mail  steamers  or  other  ports  to  await  their  arrival. 

20.  A  fountain  which  supplies  the  Roman  Catholic  College  and 
the  inhabitants  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  free  of  charge,  has  been 
erected  at  the  junction  of  Royal  and  Barkly  Streets,  materially 
adding  to  their  comfort  and  cleanliness,  as  the  overflow  available  for 
washing  purposes  is  carried  down  the  side  of  the  former  street 

21.  The  **  Chaussee  "  or  esplanade  at  the  north  end  of  the  town, 
has  been  extended,  and  a  substantial  bridge  Uwown  across  the  river 
**Moussa"  adjoining  the  new  road  now  in  course  of  construdion, 
towards  the  north  end  of  the  island. 


Orime, 

22.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  all  serious  crime,  but  the  number 
of  prisoners  has  been  greatly  augmented  owing  to  the  Vagrant  Act 
being  energetically  carried  out. 

Health, 

23.  The  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  good,  the 
death  rate  contrasting  favourably  with  former  years,  when  the  popu- 
lation was  much  snialler.  The  births  have  amounted  to  422  and 
the  deaths  to  182. 

24.  The  mortality  has  been  principally  among  the  young,  from 
bowel  complaint  caused  by  the  water  brought  down  from  the  moun- 
tains in  the  rainy  season  bein^  impregnated  with  vegetable  matter; 
this  will  be  much  ameliorated  in  the  town  by  the  establishment  of 
fountains,  and  the  water  being  conveyed  through  iron  pipes. 

Population. 

25.  Without  actually  taking  a  census,  I  sent  trustworthy  persons 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1869  to  ascertain  as  near  as  possible  the 
population  of  these  islands :  the  result  was  13,000. 

26.  To  this,  there  has  been  of  course,  some  augmentation,  but  as 
a  regular  census  is  to  be  taken  by  Ordinance  shortly,  correct  state- 
ments will  be  included  in  the  statistics  for  the  next  Blue  Book. 
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Schools,  Sni 

27.  There  is  at  Victoria  a  Roman  Catholic  college  for  the  educa- 
tion of  boys,  and  an  establishment  of  Sisters  of  **  St  Joseph  "  for  the 
education  of  female  children. 

28.  There  is  also  a  Protestant  school  connected  with  the  church  in 
Victoria,  and  two  others  in  the  west  side  of  the  island  ;  there  is  also 
a  school  connected  with  the  Protestant  church  at  Praslin,  but  one  is 
much  required  at  La  Digue,  where  there  are  a  considerable  number 
of  young  children. 

DidUlerie$. 

29.  At  Frigate  Island,  the  most  fertile  in  the  group,  the  soil  is  of 
the  richest  description,  being  composed  of  nearly  pure  ffuano  to  a  depth 
of  several  feet ;  the  sugar-cane  flourishes  luxuriantly.  Here  is  the  prin- 
cipal distillery  of  Seychelles,  having  produced  durmg  past  year  about 
5,000  gallons  of  rum.  There  is  another  distillery  at  Mahe  producing 
about  2,000. 

80.  The  rum  is  not,  as  has  been  supposed,  consumed  by  the  crews 
of  H.M.  ships  visitinff  this  port,  but  the  inhabitants  Uiemselves ; 
the  former  preferring  beer  and  the  more  expensive  liquors  imported 
from  Europe,  mostly  vi&  Mauritius. 

31.  The  revenue  from  the  duty  on  this  article  has  been  increased 
by  713/.  during  the  past  year,  and  mav  be  estimated  at  much  more, 
now  that  the  duty  is  the  same  at  Mauntius. 

Charitable  Institutions. 

32.  When  the  hoq>ital  is  placed  on  a  proper  footing,  and  an  effi- 
cient poor  relief  frind  established,  the  sick  poor,  and  those  unable  to 
work,  will  receive  proper  care  and  attention,  which  is  now  imposnble, 
from  only  one  medical  man  being  on  the  island,  and  the  distance 
between  the  different  plantations  precluding  his  visiting  them. 

Liberated  Africans. 

33.  The  continued  importation  of  liberated  African  slaves,  under 
proper  restrictions,  will  materially  add  to  the  prosperity^  of  this 
dependency,  which  has  greatiy  increased  in  importance  since  the 
opening  ot  the  Suez  Canal,  bemg  in  the  track  of  vessels  from  India 
and  China,  and  offering  as  it  cbes  a  most  eligible  situation  for  a 
sanitorium  of  HJME.  ships  in  the  Indian  seas,  and  for  a  naval  dep6t 

Oeneral  Bemarks. 

84.  During  a  visit  I  paid  to  the  principal  islands  of  this  depen- 
dency last  year,  I  observed  considerable  progress  in  some  of  them,  and 
I  beueve  that  most  of  the  apthy  hitherto  existing  is  by  degrees 
being  shaken  off,  no  doubt  from  the  people  seeing  tiie  increased 
demands  for  the  productions  of  the  islands,  and  the  additional  comfort 
obtainable  by  those  industriously  inclined;  several  enterprising  men 
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BiTOHBLUM.    from  Mauritius  and  other  places  have  also  settled  amongst  them,  and 
commeDced  business. 

35.  At  the  Island  of  ^^  Silhouette  "  the  cocoanut  establishments  are 
on  a  very  larffe  scale,  the  buildings  of  a  most  substantial  desmption, 
the  iron  roo&  imported  from  Europe.  The  African  labourere  are 
boused  in  comfortable  cottages,  and  appeared  contented  and  happy. 

36.  The  Island  of  '^  Felicite  "  is  very  valuable  to  Government,  as 
all  the  wood  reouired  for  the  public  works  at  Mahe  is  cut  from  the 
forest  of  splendia  timber  on  that  island ;  the  cocoanut-trees  that  hare 
been,  and  are  still  being,  planted  will  in  a  few  years  produce  a  con- 
siderable revenue. 

37.  The  plantations  at  Mahe  are  increasing  rapidly,  and  at  several 
of  them  the  Africans  are  as  well  lodged  and  cared  for  as  labourers 
in  Europe. 

38.  A  sugar  plantation  and  mill  has  been  established,  and  is  pro- 
ducing profitably  . 

39.  1  hope,  with  the  kind  assistance  of  your  Excellency  in  carrying 
out  further  improvements,  to  report  with  the  next  Blue  book  returns 
still  further  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  dependency  under  my  charge. 

I  have*  &Cm 
The  Hon.  A.  H.  Gordon,         (Signed)        W.  H.  Franklyn, 
&o.        &Q.        &c.  Civil  Commissioner. 


STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

No.  5. 
(No  Report  had  been  received  at  the  time  of  going  to  press.) 
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BBP0BT8  EXHIBITINQ  THE  PB^ENT  STATE 


DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


No.  1. 

(No  General  Beport  on  the  state  of  the  Dominion  for  the  ^ear 
1870  has  been  received  ;  but  many  useful  particulars  are  contained 
in  the  "  Further  Correspondence  respecting  Emigration,"  presented 
to  Parliament,  July,  1872  [(7.— 614J.) 


Pbikcb 

^^;^^  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 


No.  2. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  lieut-Govemor  Robdtson  to  the 

Eabl  of  Kimbebley 
<No.  87.) 

Government  House,  Prince  Edward  Island, 
My  Lord,  December  27, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Blue  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  for  1870,  the  preparation  of  which  has  been  delayed 
by  the  non-completion  of  the  printed  commercial  returns. 

2.  Some  years  having  elapsed  since  the  Blue  Book  was  reported 
upon  in  detail,  or  the  Colony  described,  for  the  information  ot  those 
at  a  distance  I  beg  leave  on  this  occasion  to  submit  the  following 
remarks : — 

PART  I. 

Genebal. 

1.  Prince  Edward  Island,  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Gulf 
of  Saint  Lawrence,  and  separated  from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick by  the  Strait  of  Northumberland,  which  varies  from  nine  to 
thirty  miles  in  width,  is  about  130  miles  long,  from  10  to  34  broad, 
and  contains  an  area  of  2134  square  miles. 

2.  Communication  with  the  neighbouring  provinces  is  kept  up, 
throughout  the  period  of  navigation,  by  means  of  excellent  steamers 
running  tri-weekly  from  Gharlottetown  (the  capital  of  the  Island)  to 
Pictou  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  Shediac  in  New  Brunswick.  Freight  and 
passenger  steamers  connect  weekly  with  Quebec  and  the  Gulf  ports 
to  the  north,  and  with  Halifax  and  Boston  to  the  south. 

3.  We  are  in  direct  telegraphic  communication  with  Canada,  the 
United  States,  and,  via  Canada,  with  Europe ;  and  telegraph  offices 
have  been  established  in  the  principal  towns  and  settlements  of  the 
province. 

4.  In  winter,  travelling  is  attended  with  considerable  discomfort, 
and  the  isolation  of  the  island  at  that  season  of  the  year  is  one  of  the 
greatest  drawbacks  to  the  place. 

6.  The  navigation  generally  closes  towards  the  end  or  middle  of 
December.  By  the  mrst  week  in  January  the  harbours,  with  one 
exception,  are  covered  with  a  strong  coating  of  ice,  and  Uie  colonial 
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steamers  laid  up  for  the  winter,  not  to  recommence  running,  as  a       Pbikcb 
rule,  until  the  end  of  April  or  the  beginning  of  May.     Dunng  the       iJHand* 

winter  months  mails  and  passengers  are  conveyed  across  the  Strait  in        * 

ice-boats  which  ply  between  Cape  Traverse  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
and  Cape  Tonnentin  in  New  Brunswick.  The  distance  across  at  this 
point  is  about  nine  miles,  and  the  passage  occupies  from  three  to 
eight  hours,  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather.  All  male  passen- 
gers are  expected  to  assist  in  hauling  the  ice-boats;  female  passengers 
rarely  face  the  transit  except  in  the  most  favourable  weather,  and 
under  circumstances  of  urgent  necessity. 

6.  An  Act  was  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
providing  for  the  construction  ot  a  railway  from  Charlottetown  east- 
ward to  Georgetown  and  Souris,  and  westward  to  Alberton  and 
Tignish.  In  Georgetown  harbour,  which  feces  the  widest  part  of 
Northumberland  8trait,  the  channel  remains  open  nearly  a  month 
later,  and  the  ice  breaks  up  in  the  spring  fully  a  month  earlier,  than 
in  the  harbour  of  Charlottetown.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  steamer, 
constnicted  on  the  principle  of  those  used  on  the  Kiver  Saint  Law- 
rence, should  not  be  placed  on  the  route  from  Georgetown  to  Pictou 
in  Nova  Scotia.  This,  I  hope,  will  be  done,  so  soon  as  the  railway 
shall  be  completed  from  Charlottetown  to  G^rgetown  ;  and  then  our 
steam  communication  with  the  neighbouring  provinces  need  not  be 
stopped  for  more  than  two  months  in  the  year. 

7.  Charlottetown,  the  seat  of  Government,  is  situated  upon  a  point 
of  rising  ground  at  the  confluence  of  the  York  and  Hillsborough 
rivers.  Tne  town,  which  contains  about  10,000  inhabitants,  is  well 
laid  out  in  broad  streets  intersecting  each  other  other  at  right  angles, 
and  several  good  sized  squares ;  but  in  wet  weather  the  streets  are 
almost  impassable  (crossings  and  pavements  being  alike  unknown), 
and  the  squares,  with  one  exception,  are  so  ill-kept  and  neglected  as 
to  be  anything  but  an  ornament  to  the  city.  The  principal  public 
buildings  consist  of  the  Colonial  Building,  a  fine  stone  edince  erected 
in  1842,  and  an  equally  handsome  brick  ouilding  which  has  just  been 
completed.  The  former  contains  accommodation  for  the  different 
branches  of  the  Legislature  and  the  public  o£Eicers  of  the  colony ;  the 
latter  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  court  house  and  post  office.  There 
are  numerous  churches  in  the  town — Episcopalian,  Presbyterian, 
Roman  Catholic,  Methodist,  Baptist,  Bible  Christian — ^but  I  do  not 
think  that  any  of  them  can  claim  to  be  possessed  of  much  architectural 
beauty.  The  private  houses  are  mostly  built  of  wood,  but  a  good 
many  brick  buildings  have  recently  been  erected,  which  give  a  more 
substantial  and  regular  appearance  to  the  streets,  and  will  contribute 
to  security  from  fire.  The  aflairs  of  the  city  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Mayor  and  Corporation,  who  maintahi  a  small  police  force, 
and  supervise  generally  the  business  of  the  municipality.  Improve- 
ments urgently  needed  in  Charlottetown  are  good  sewerage,  a  cheap 
and  plentiful  supply  of  wholesome  water,  macadamized  streets,  and 
side-walks. 

8.  The  other  chief  towns  are  Georgetown  in  King's  County,  and 
Summerside  in  Prince  County.  It  was  originally  intended  that 
Princetown  should  be  the  capital  of  the  western  distnct,  but  not  bein^ 
so  well  situated  with  respect  to  its  harbour  as  are  Charlottetown  and 
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Pbors       (Georgetown,  large  veieelB  beinff  unabk  to  approach  the  shore,  Sam- 
^|]][^      mernde  has  quito  nKmopoUxed  the  buuness  of  the  county,  and  is 

*       rapidly  increasing  in  appearance  and  importance.    The  population  of 

Summerside  amounts  now  to  1,017 ;  that  of  Geoigetown  to  1,05& 

9.  Seen  fix>m  the  watar,  the  appearance  of  Prince  Edward  Islaad 
is  exceedingly  inrepossesring.  On  approaching  the  coa^  the  coantiY 
i^ords  a  charming  picture  of  cultivated  and  well-wooded  land,  with 
Tillages  and  cleared  fiirms  dotted  along  the  shore,  and  by  the  ades  of 
the  bays  and  rivers.  The  country  is  everywhere  intersected  with 
navigable  harbours  and  tortuous  arms  of  the  sea,  no  part  of  the  island 
being  much  more  than  eight  miles  from  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
tide. 

10.  The  land  is  generally  sj^eaking  flat,  but  rises  here  and  there  to 
a  moderate  hei^t,  without  bewfl  an^here  so  mountainous  as  to  inw 
pede  the  operations  of  the  agricultunst  On  the  whole  the  conforma- 
tion of  the  island  is  good ;  the  scenery  is  home-like  and  agreeable ; 
while  thickly  scattered,  flourishing  homesteads  indicate  a  degree  of 
comfort  and  prosperity  rarely  met  with  in  a  new  country. 

PART  XL 
Soil. 

1.  Prince  Edward  Island  is  remaricable  for  the  fertOity  of  its  soil, 
and  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
bogs  and  swamps,  composed  of  a  soft  spongy  turf,  or  a  deq)  lay^ 
of  wet  black  mould,  the  whole  island  consists  of  highly  valuable 
cultivable  land.  The  soil,  which  is  well  watered  with  numerous 
springs  and  rivers,  is  formed  for  the  most  part  of  a  rich  layer  of 
vegetable  matt^  above  a  bright  loam,  restmg  upon  stiff  day  and 
sandstone ;  the  land  in  its  natural  state  being  covered  with  timber 
and  shrubs  of  every  variety,  amongst  which  the  oedw,  mountain  ash, 
wild  cherry,  &a,  are  conspicuous  for  their  beauty  and  delicacy  of 
appearance. 

2.  All  kinds  of  grain  and  vegetables  grown  in  England  ripen  here 
in  great  perfection,  and  the  following  particulars,  taken  from  the 
census  of  1871,  will  show  the  general  improvement  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  a^icultural  condition  of  the  colony  during  the  last  ten 
years ;  premismg,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  of  what  the  land  is 
capable,  that  two-thirds  of  tne  whole  are  still  uncultivated. 

8.  I  have  recently  received  from  Dr.  Eawson,  F.R.S.,  Principal  of 
McGill  University,  Montreal,  a  highly  interesting  and  exhaustive 
report  of  geological  explorations  made  by  him  in  July  and  August  of 
the  present  year,  under  the  direction  of  the  local  Government,  and  of 
which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  your  Lordship  very  shortly  a  printed 
copy.  Meanwhile  the  following  extracts  under  the  heads  of  Soils 
and  Peat  as  Fuel  will  be  of  interest  :— 

Soils.— The  great  wealth  of  Prince  Edward  Island  consiate  in  ite 
fertile  soil,  and  the  pres^ration  of  this  in  a  productive  state  is  an 
object  of  imperative  importance.  The  ordinary  soil  of  the  island  is  a 
bright  red  loam,  passing  into  stiff  day  on  the  one  band  and  sandy 
loam  on  the  other.    Naturally  it  contains  all  the  mineral  requiaitei 
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AoBEAOB,  Farm  Stock,  aod  Iiipliiiimts. 


No.  •fpefsoDB  holding  land     ... 
Acres  held  in  flee  simple       -       -       -   - 
Acsres  held  bj  lease  or  agreement  for  lease 
Acres  held  by  yerbal  agreement 
Oocnpiers  neither  fredu)lder8  nor  lease-\ 

holders  (sqnatters) / 

Acres  of  arable  land  held  by  all  ftonilies  - 
Horses  ..•.••» 
Keat  cattle  -•--.... 
Sheep      ----.-- 

Hogs 

Threshing  maohines  ^  .  .  . 
Fanning  mills  *  -  -  -  .  -  . 
Mowing  madiines  *  -  .... 
^bymsiking  wfH>/^hfnf>^  *  •  .  •  . 
Hay  elevators*  .  •  .  .  , 
Stumping  machines  *  -  -  -  -  - 
Mud  diggers*  ..... 

Other  useful  maehinos  *       -       -       •   - 
Carts,  truols,  and  track  waggons*  - 
Riding  waggons  and  carriages,  wood  sleds,^ 

and  jaunone  sleiebs  *      -       -       -   -j 


1861. 


10,741 
465,942 
407,169 

38,440 

64,636 

368,127 
18,766 
60,012 

107,245 

88,552 

856 


18T1. 


11,512 
697,598 
279,601 

20,931 

80,110 

445,103 

25,829 

62,984 

147,364 

52,514 

1,607 

1,692 

1,024 

578 

115 

133 

1,402 

2,509 

14,295 

24,884 


Ihcreast. 


771 
231,656 


76,976 

6,564 

2,976 

40,119 

13,961 

751 


DeerMae. 


127,568 
17,509 

84,526 


*  Not  previoiMly  enomeimted. 
PiONOiPAL  Farm  PBon^cnoNS  raised  is  1860  and  1870,  RssPBonviLT. 


I860. 

1870. 

Increase. 

DecTOMe.  ' 

Buahels  wheat  ... 

846,125 

269,392 

«^ 

76,733 

„       buckwheat       -   - 

60,127 

76,109 

24,982 

„       barley  - 

223,195 

176,441 

... 

56,754 

„       oats.       -       .  • 

2,218,578 

8,120.576 

901,998 

— 

„       potatoes       .       . 

2,572,885 

8,376,726 

803,891 

— . 

„       turnips     -        -    - 

348,784 

396,358 

46,574 

— 

„       beans* 

— 

684 

— 

— 

„       peas*       .       -   - 
„       Indian  com  * 

.^ 

741 

_ 

.^ 

•.1. 

2,411 

_ 

^.. 

„       Timothy  seed*     - 

— 

8,645 

_ 



„       clorerseed  - 

321 

3,219 

2,898 



Tons  hay      -       ^ 

81,088 

68,849 

87,261 

^. 

Lbaflax*         -       -       - 

— 

27,282 



.« 

„    butter    .... 

711,485 

981,939 

270,454 

_« 

„    cheese       -       -       - 

109,233 

165,233 

45,990 

— 

*  Not  preTkraaly  enumerated. 

for  cultivated  crops,  while  its  abounding  in  peroxide  of  iron  enables  it 
rapidly  to  digest  organic  manures,  and  also  to  retain  well  their  am- 
moniacal  products. 

The  chief  natural  manures  afforded  by  the  island,  and  which  may 
be  used  in  addition  to  the  £arm  manures  to  increase  the  fertility  of  the 
ioH  or  restore  it  whan  exhausted,  are— 

(1).  The  mussel  mud  or  oyster  shell  mud  of  the  bays.  Experience 
has  proved  this  to  be  of  the  greatest  valua 

(}d).  Feat  and  marsh  mud  and  swamp  soil.  These  affi>rd  organic 
matters  to  the  run-out  soil  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

(3).  Seaweed,  which  can  be  obtained  in  large  quantities  on  many 
parts  of  the  shore,  and  is  of  great  manurial  vsJue  whether  fresh  or 
composted. 


Fbibob 
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Pkhtob  (4).  Fbh  offiil.  The  heads  and  bones  of  cod  are  more  eq)eciallj 
^^]][J^  of  much  practical  importance,  and  should  be  more  carefully  jn-eserred 
than  at  present 

(5).  Limestone.  The  brown  earthy  limestones  of  the  island  are 
*  of  much  value  in  affording  a  supply  of  this  material  as  well  as  small 

quantities  of  phosphates  and  alkalies. 

Where  manures  require  to  be  purchased  from  abroad,  those  that 
will  be  found  to  produce  the  greatest  effects  are  those  capable  of 
affording  phosphates  and  alkalies,  more  especially  bone  earth,  super- 
phosphate of  hme  and  guano ;  but  where  fish  ofhl  and  seaweed  can 
be  procured  in  sufficient  quantity,  or  good  dressings  of  the  oyster 
deposit  are  applied,  these  foreign  aids  may  well  be  dispensed  with  at 
least  for  many  years. 

Peai  a»  Fud. — ^The  question  of  fuel  is  likely,  from  the  rapid  dis- 
appearance t>f  the  forests,  to  be  a  matter  of  extreme  importance  m 
Pnnce  Edward  Island.  The  cheapness  of  coal  in  Nova  Scotia,  along 
with  the  easy  transport  by  water  to  most  parts  of  the  island,  and  the 
convenient  inland  transportation  which  will  be  afforded  by  the  railway 
now  in  progre^,  must  prevent  any  serious  difficulty ;  but  it  is  worthy 
of  consideration  whether  measures  should  not  be  taken  by  the 
Government  for  the  protection  of  the  remainder  of  the  forests ;  and 
whether  the  time  has  not  come  for  the  utilization  of  the  large  deposits 
'     of  peat  existing  in  some  parts  of  the  province. 

In  European  countries,  and  more  recently  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  peat  has  commanded  much  attention  as  cheap  and 
convenient  fuel.  In  its  natural  state,  or  merely  air-dried,  it  has  been 
much  employed  for  local  consumption,  though  of  very  inferior  heating 
power  to  coal ;  but  when  pulped  and  compressed  and  thoroughly  dried 
It  has  been  found  capable  of  competine^  with  coal  and  wood  on  equal 
terms  both  for  steam  production  and  domestic  use.  Charred  peat  has 
also  become  an  important  article  of  consumption  as  a  substitute  for 
wood  charcoal,  and  coke.  The  importance  of  this  subject  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  following  calculations  by  Dr.  Harrington  as  to  the 
quantity  of  peat  in  the  t&ee  great  turbaries  noticed  under  a  previous 
heading : — 

Lennox  Island  Bog,       20,200  tons,  value  at  jS4       80,800 « 00 
Squirrel  Creek,  500,000         „  „  2,000,000-00 

Black  Bonk  1,777,248         „  „  7,108,922-00 

2,297,448  g9,189,792'00 

Dr.  Harrington  has  made  comparative  trials  of  the  peat  with  that 
in  use  in  Canada  with  the  results  stated  below,  which  show  that  the 
quality  in  the  case  of  the  largest  of  the  three  deposits  is  excdlent,and 
as  the  facilities  for  its  extraction  and  shipment,  especially  at  the  Black 
Bank,  are  all  that  could  be  desired,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
three  deposits  above,  without  mentioning  others,  are  capable  of  supply- 
ing a  very  large  quantity  of  good  fuel.  That  deserving  of  attention 
in  the  first  instance  is  undoubtedly  the  Black  Bank  at  Cascumpec, 
both  on  account  of  the  readiness  of  access  to  it  and  its  good  quality. 
It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  another  deposit  exists  in  Caa»unpec  Bay, 
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and  is  said  to  be  of  great  extent,  though  we  had  not  an  opportunity       Prinok 
to  examine  it  or  to  obtain  specimens  for  analysis.  ^il!!^ 

PART  m. 

Climate. 

1.  The  climate  of  Prince  Edward  Island  is  remarkably  healthy. 
The  cold  is  certainly  much  more  severe,  and  lasts  for  a  longer  period 
than  in  England ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  atmosphere  is  diy  and 
salubrious,  and  the  island  possesses  a  summer  climate  of  such  bright- 
ness and  beauty  as  to  compensate,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the  long 
winter  and  backward  spring.  An  excellent  description  of  the  climate 
was  furnished  to  the  Colonial  Office  by  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Donald 
Campbell  in  1849,  from  which  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  the 
following'  extracts : — 


"o 


**The  weather  generally  becomes  unsteady  in  the  early  part  of 
November,  and  sometimes  sharp  frosts  with  showers  of  snow  take 
place  before  the  middle  of  that  month,  the  frost  gradually  increasing 
until  the  ground  resists  the  plough,  which  is  ordinarily  about  the 
second  week  in  December.  The  cold  then  increases  rapidly,  and  the 
ground  is  covered  with  snow.  During  the  months  of  January  and 
February  the  weather  is  usually  steady,  with  the  thermometer  occa- 
fflonally  from  10°  to  20°  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit,  but  sometimes  a 
thaw  takes  place,  and  by  laying  the  ground  bare  of  its  winter  cover- 
ing, occasions  great  inconvemence.  Travelling  is  suspended  and 
becomes  difficult,  sind  the  hauling  of  firewood,  which  is  usually  ac- 
complished at  that  period,  is  prevented.  March,  as  in  England,  is 
a  windy  month,  and  is  throughout  very  changeable.  About  the  close 
of  this  month  the  snow  rapidly  melts,  and  uie  ice  in  the  rivers  and 
bays^  becomes  rotten  and  dan^rous  to  pass,  and  wholly  disappears, 
except  in  late  seasons,  about  the  middle  of  April.  Strong  southerly 
wincU  now  commence,  and  the  last  vestiges  of  frost  speedilv  vanish. 

"The  spring  is  short,  and  in  the  beginning  of  June  the  summer 
bursts  forth,  and  from  this  time  until  the  end  of  September  the  climate 
resembles  that  of  the  southern  coast  of  England.  The  thermometer, 
however,  during  calm  weather,  indicates  a  greater  degree  of  heat,  but 
the  sea  breeze  seldom  fails  to  lower  the  temperature  before  the  sun 
reaches  the  zenith,  so  tiiat  little  inconvenience  thence  arises.  About 
the  middle  of  September  the  evenings  get  cool,  and  the  autumn  pro- 
perly commences. 

'*  In  Lower  Canada  the  winter  is  nearly  two  months  longer  than  in 
this  island,  the  frosts  more  severe,  and  the  snows  deeper,  while  the 
temperature  during  the  summer  is  equally  hot.  In  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick,|'and  Cape  Breton  the  frosts  are  equally  severe,  the  tran- 
sitions from  one  extreme  of  temperature  to  another  is  more  sudden, 
with  frequent  fogs  along  those  parts  that  border  on  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Bay  of  Fimdy. 

"  Prince  Edward  Island  is  almost  entirely  free  from  those  fogs  to 
which  the  surrounding  coimtries  are  subject.  This  remarkable  ex- 
emption is  accounted  for  when  we  consider  that  the  waters  which 
wash  ihe  shores  of  the  island  do  not  come  in  immediate  contact  with 
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those  of  a  different  temperature ;  and  that  Cape  Breton  and  Nev- 
foundlandy  both  of  which  are  high  and  mountainoua,  lying  between  it 
and  the  Atlantic,  arrest  the  fogs  which  would  otherwise  be  driven 
from  the  banks  to  Prince  Edwanl  Island. 

*^  The  air  is  clear  and  salubrious,  and  the  climate  at  all  seasons  is 
much  more  healthy  than  that  of  the  greater  part  of  Upper  Canada 
or  the  United  States,  the  intermittent  fevers  of  which  countries  are 
here  of  very  rare  occurrence." 

2.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Oundall,  of  Charlottetown,  for  Ae 
following  meteorological  return : — 


Maatfk 

IlaroiiMterattA.M. 

WWVMit 

digr. 

Kowof 

..J 

dM.ar 

Ttaate- 

1 

Hm^ 

nifhMt 

Lamm. 

Bang.. 

HiffbciL  Lo««it.|liuce. 

«c^ 

£? 

ML 

^Sl 

Janiunr 

16-24 

40 

-11 

61 

30-61 

29-68 

0-93 

35-50  t-3 

11 

^ 

Februwy-   - 

13-74 

44 

-21 

65 

30-70 

29-07 

1-63 

36-00 

-7-60 

6 

_ 

3Urcfa.       . 

30-87 

69 

4 

66 

80-63 

29-34 

1-19 

44-00 

17*60 

8 

— 

April       -   - 

31-70 

68 

• 

69 

30-43 

29-60 

0-83 

47-50 

16 

11 

-m 

May     -       - 

46-48 

T5 

37 

48 

30-46 

29-62 

0*84 

66-60 

36 

6 

June        -   - 

64-OtJ 

83 

33 

60 

30-40 

39-66 

0-85 

64-50 

41 

16 

Jaly    .       - 

6204 

83 

41 

43 

30-23 

29-73 

••60 

69-50  i  63 

t 

August    -   - 

63-42 

80 

41 

39 

30-37 

29-83 

0-64 

71-50     51 

8 

September    - 

62-57 

74 

29 

46 

30-33 

29-67 

0  66 

62-50     35 

11 

Octobfr    -   - 

40-00 

67 

130 

37 

30-67 

29-41 

1-26 

62-60    35 

11 

3 

^m> 

November    - 

32-97 

60 

14 

46 

30-70 

29-54 

1-16 

6000     17-60 

14 

_ 

Deoember    - 

21-64 

M 

-3 

88 

30  63 

29*30 

1*33 

3300  1    3*60 

13 

— 

38-«4 

83 

-31 

104 

30-70 

29-07 

1*63 

71-50 

-7-60 

138 

38 

6 

PART  IV. 
The  Lakd  Question. 

1.  The  chief  diflSculties  connected  with  Prince  Edward  Island 
were  centered  until  very  recently  in  a  condition  of  land  tenures 
which  were  at  variance  with  popular  habit  and  feeling  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic. 

2.  Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century  this  bland,  yarioos 
schemes  having  been  proposed  for  its  cultivation  and  settlement,  was 
parcelled  out  into  sixty-seven  townships  and  granted  by  the  Imperial 
authorities  to  individuals  having  claims  on  the  Grovemment  of  the 
day  (chiefly  officers  who  had  served  during  the  Seven  Years'  War),  on 
terms  and  conditions  as  to  settlement  which  may  be  thus  briefly 
classified:—  , 

(1).  The  payment  of  certsun  quit-rents,  varying  according  to  the 
several  lots  from  two  to  six  shillings  sterunfip  per  100  acres, 
payable  annually  on  one-half  the  grant  at  Uie  expiration  of 
nve  years,  on  the  whole  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  the  grant. 

(2).  A  reservation  of  such  part  of  each  lot  as  might  afterwards 
be  found  necessary  for  fortifications  or  public  purposes; 
and  of  100  acres  for  a  church  and  glebe^  and  30  acres 
for  a  schoolmaster. 

(3)«  A  reservation  in  the  grants  of  certain  townships  abutting 
upon  the  sea-shore,  of  500  feet  firom^  high-water  mark,  isi 
the  purpose  of  a  free  fishery. 
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(4).  A  reservation  of  all  mines  of  gold,  silver  and  coal.  ^"'^ 

(5).  That  the  grantee  of  each  township  should  settle  the  same      igilliSJ* 

within  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  in  the  pro-        — 

portion  of  one  person  to  every  200  acres. 
(6).  That  if  one-third  of  the  land  was  not  so  settled  within  four 

years  from  the  date  of  the  grant  the  whole  should  be 

forfeited. 

3.  On  these  terms  the  original  proprietors  accepted  their  grants, 
Prince  Edward  Island  being  at  that  time  attached  to  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  following  year  (1768)  the  proprietors  peti- 
tioned that  the  island  might  be  erected  into  a  separate  Government, 
undertaking  at  the  same  time  to  defray  the  expense  of  it  from  the 
quit-rents,  and  proposing,  in  order  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  purpose, 
to  commence  paying  their  quit-rents  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
instead  of  five,  from  the  issue  of  the  grants.  On  this  understanding 
the  application  of  the  proprietors  for  the  political  separation  of  the 
island  from  Nova  Scotia  was  assented  to  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  the  first  local  Government  and  Lemslature  were  forthwith 
organized  accordingly.  But  it  was  soon  found  that  a  frmd  dependent 
upon  tiie  payment  of  the  quit^rents  was  entirely  too  precarious  to 
maintain  the  local  Government,  and  in  1777  the  civil  expenditure  of 
the  Colony  became  a  charge  on  the  Imperial  Exchequer.* 

4.  Dunng  the  first  ten  years  the  terms  of  settiement  with  refer- 
ence to  population  were  complied  with  in  ten  townships,  nine  others 
were  partially  settled,  and  forty-eight  entirely  neglected ;  the  per- 
sons emigratm^  under  the  auspices  of  the  propnetors  (who  were 
mostiy  resident  m  the  mother  country)  being  allowed  leases  for  999 
years  on  the  following  conditions : — 

First  and  second  year  -            -            -  No  rent. 

Third  year     -            -  -            -      -  8d.  per  acre. 

Fourth  year          -  -            -            -  6d.       „ 

Fifth  year      -            -  -            -      -  9ci.       „ 

Sixth  year            -  -            -            -  1«.        „ 

to  continue  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  one  shilling  sterling  per 
acre.  And  thus,  in  a  part  of  the  world  where  the  proprietary  system 
has  always  been  impopular  with  the  people,  and  where  the  easy  acqui- 
sition of  n^ehold  property  by  those  who  cultivate  the  soil  is  general  and 
expected,  was  established  a  state  of  things  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  a  dass  warfare,  and  discontent,  which  practically  retarded  the 
progress  and  development  of  the  Colony. 

5.  One  would  think  that  leases  for  999  years  at  one  shilling  an  acre, 
which  were  readily  granted  by  the  landlords  to  those  who  were  desirous 
of  settling  in  the  Colony,  ought  to  have  satisfied  the  reasonable  expec- 
tations of  persons  emigrating  from  a  country  where  leases  of  even 
one-tenth  the  duration  were  rare.  But  as  the  population  of  the 
island  increased,  the  desire  of  the  settiers  to  be  possessed  of  the  fee- 

*  TiiQ  Oolony  continued  in  the  receipt  of  aflsistance  from  the  Imperial  Par liament 
until  the  year  1851,  when,  on  the  introduction  of  Besponaihle  Government,  the  main- 
tenanee  <»  the  Civil  laiat  (with  the  exception  of  the  Lient.-Govcmor's  salary,  which 
waa  paid  from  home  until  1869)  was  undertaken  by  the  looal  Legislature. 
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^1^^       simple  of  their  farms,  thwarted  as  was  this  dedre  by  the  fact  abore 
igu^      stated  that  the  whole  of  the  land  was  rigidly  locked  up  in  the  hands 
— -         of  a  few  absentee  proprietors,  led  to  an  agitation  which  can  only  now 
be  said  to  be  finally  subsiding. 

6.  At  first  the  landlords  were  all-powerfuL  Gradually,  howerer, 
the  lessees,  being  resident  on  the  land,  electing  and  constituting  in 
^reat  part  the  representative  Legislature,  and  recognizing  their  poli- 
tical power,  became  eager  to  make  themselyes,  if  possible,  the  adnal 
proprietors  of  the  soil. 

7.  VVith  this  object  in  view  Acts  were  from  time  to  time  passed  by 
the  local  Legislature  which,  had  they  been  assented  to  by  the  Crown, 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  transferring  property  in  land  from  the 
owner  to  the  tenant  These  were,  ^' An  Act  for  Establishing'  a  Court 
•*  of  Escheat,*'  by  which  it  was  proposed  that  the  lands  of  uiose  pro- 
prietors who  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  their  grants 
might  be  escheated  and  re-granted  in  small  tracts  to  actual  settlers ; 
"  An  Act  for  Settiing  Doubts  as  to  Titles;"  «  The  Tenants'  Com- 
*'  pensation  Act ;"  '^  £a  Act  for  imposing  a  Tax  on  the  Bent-BoII 
"  of  Rroprietors ;"  none  of  which,  however,  were  confirmed  by  the 
Crown. 

8.  Matters  went  on  in  this  way  for  many  years,  and  attempts  dis- 
allowed in  one  form  were  as  often  insinuated  in  another,  the  royal 

f)rerogative  being  on  each  occasion  exercised  for  the  protection  of 
egal  rights,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  of  property. 

9.  The  inutility  of  such  attempts  became  at  length  apparent,  and 
of  late  years  the  policy  of  tiie  local  Government  has  been  to  devote 
as  much  money  as  could  be  spared  to  bujring  out  the  proprietors  by 

Erivate  contract,  with  a  view  to  the  properties  purchased  in  block 
eing  subdivided  and  resold  to  the  tenants  for  gradual  payments  on 
as  easy  terms  as  the  country  could  possibly  afford,  and  certainly  on 
far  easier  terms. than  would  have  been  exacted  by  the  proprietors. 

10.  This  wise  policy  has  done  much  to  allay  excitement  and  dis- 
content on  the  land  question.  It  is  hoped  that  the  few  remaining 
proprietors  will  sooner  or  later  be  induced  to  sell,  and  those  of  the 
tenants  who  have  not  yet  been  able  to  acquire  their  freeholds  may  at 
all  events  look  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  still  the 
great  aim  and  desire  of  almost  every  tenant-farmer  in  Prince  Edward 
Island. 

11.  I  subjoin  a  return  showing  the  number  and  area  of  tiie  estates 
which  have  been  purchased  by  the  Colony,  the  price  paid  per  acre, 
the  quantity  of  land  resold  to  the  occupiers,  and  the  quantity  of 
disposable  land  still  remaining  in  the  han<b  of  the  local  Government 

12.  From  the  following  return  it  will  be  seen  that  since  1854  we 
have  bought  up  from  the  proprietors,  at  a  total  cost  of  98,435i  13*.  2rf., 
445,131  acres  of  land,  of  which  345,474  have  been  resold  to  the 
occupiers,  and  99,657  are  still  available  for  intending  purchasers. 

13.  The  unsold  lands  are  forest  lands  of  medium  quality  (the  best 
lands  having  of  course  been  taken  up  by  the  tenants  in  the  first 
instance)  the  selling  price  of  which  varies  from  four  shillings  to  six 
shillings  and  eightpence  per  acre.  For  the  same  lands  the  pro- 
prietors would  probably  have  chai^ged  from  five  to  fifteen  shillings 
per  acre. 
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Sgbedulb  of  T0WN8HIF8  and  Estates  pTurcbased  by  the  Colonial  Goyxbnusnt        Pbinos 
from  the  Fbopbibtobs  in  Blook,  with  a  view  to  their  being  Besold  to  the       Edward 

TknAMTB.  IMiAND. 


DateofPurdMBB. 

NAine  of  Proprietor. 

Total 
are*. 

Price 
per  acre, 

sterling. 

money  In 
sterling. 

Number 
of  acres 
resold. 

NaofMrM 

mainin' in 

the  bands 

of  QorernF 

uaot. 

Deo.  28,  1854 
June  2,    1856 
Bept  17, 1860 
Nov.  24, 1860 
Oct  14,  1868 
Janel,    1864 
May  16,  1865 
April  7,  1866 
Julyl,    1866 
Nov.  15, 1867 
July  13,  1868 
Feb.  4,    1869\ 
liar.  16, 1869/ 
Mar.  25, 1869 
Mar.  81, 1870 

Chas.  Worrell,  Esq. 
Sir  M.  Walsh  -        - 
Earl  of  Selkirk   -   - 
Aas'ns.  of  a  banknipt 

Sir  G.  Montgomery^ 
and  brothers        -/ 

SiraCunard      -   - 
Bev.  G.  Townsend  - 
J.  C.  Pope,  Esq.  -    - 

T.  H.  Haviland,  Esq. 

Dan.  Hodgson,  Esq. 
E.  Pabner,  Esq.       - 

70,539 
12,720 
62,059 
13,000 

22,931 

212,931 
3,715 
7,413 

24,167 

8,728 
11,928 

r.    d. 

3  11 
2  111 

2  1 

3  0 

4  8} 

4  11f 
3  1U 

7  4i 

5  1 

8  2 

£       a.       d. 

18,766  18    4 

1,900    0    0 

6,612    0    6 

2,000    0    0 

4,965  10^  0 

53,000    0    0 

783    6^  8 

2,726    0    0 

6,146  13    4 

1,615    9    4 
4,970-0    0 

62,405 
11,340 
62,059 
11,629 

21,739 

157,917 

^1,288 

6i822 

9,143 

8,474 
7,658 

18,134 
1,880 

1,871 

1,192 

55,014 

2,427 

691 

15,024 

254 
4,270 

445,131 

98,435  18    2'  345,474J  99,657 

14,  By  an  Act  of  the  Colonial  Legislature,  passed  in  1868 
(31  Vict  cap.  4),  facilities  are  offered  to  individuals  wno  may  desire  to 
settle  on  the  public  wilderness  lands.  Amongst  other  privileges  they 
are  allowed  eighteen  years  to  pay  for  their  farms — the  first  eight 
years  free,  the  purchase-money  then  to  bear  interest  at  five  per  cent, 
and  to  be  payable  in  ten  annual  instalments. 

15.  It  is  indisputable  that  new  settlers  would  be  a  source  of  In- 
creased wealth  to  the  country,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  argued, 
I  believe,  that  the  area  of  unoccupied  land  is  no  larger  than  will 
hereafter  be  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  natural  increase  of 
the  existing  population,  and  no  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  local 
Government,  or  organized  system  established  in  connection  with  an 
agency  at  home,  lor  the  encouragement  of  immigration.  I  may 
observe  that  there  is  a  tax  on  immigrants  arriving  in  the  Colony  of 
8s.  8(2.  per  head,  which  was  imposed  before  the  enactment  of  the 
Imperial  Passengers  Act,  18  &  19  Vict.  cap.  119,  as  amended  by 
26  &  27  Vict  c.  57,  and  still  remains  unrepealed. 

PAET  V. 

Population,  Education,  Ceimb,  &c. 

1.  I  five  an  abstract,  compiled  from  the  last  two  Censuses,  which 
shows  that  the  population  amounts  now  to  94,021  agwist  80,857 
in  1861,  being  an  increase  of  13,164  in  ten  years. 

2.  The  decrease  under  the  head  of  **  Natives  of  other  countries  '* 
as  noted  in  the  above  Table,  accords  with  the  remarks  which  I  have 
already  submitted  on  the  subject  of  immigration. 

3.  The  density  of  population  for  the  whole  island  is  rather  more 
than  43  persons  to  the  square  mile,  or  if  the  unsettled  lands  be 
excluded,  135  persons  to  the  square  mile. 
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IlLAVD. 


Komber  of  inhabiiantB  :^ 

Total  population 

Hales    .... 

Femalea    •       •       . 

Natives  of  the  island     « 

Katiyes  of  other  oonntties 
Beligious  Denominations  * : — 

Church  of  England 

PreebTterians    -       • 

Ghuroh  of  Sootland 

Boman  Catholics 

Methodists    - 

Baptists     - 

Bible  Christians     - 

Uniyersalists     - 

Other  Denominations     - 
Misoellaneous  partioulars  :— 

Births       -       -       . 
(    Deaths  .       •        «        . 

Marriages  ... 

Deaf  and  dumb 

Blind 


IML 


80,857 
40,916 
39,941 
62,846 
18,011 

6,785 

15,591 

10,271 

85,852 

5,809 

8,451 

2,561 

41 

496 

2,820 

938 

585 

68 

43 

148 


18Y1. 


94,021 
47,121 
46,900 
80,271 
13,750 

7,220 

18,603 

19,976 

40,442 

8,361 

4,371 

2,709 

77 

1,262 

2,844 

941 

550 

70 

64 

188 


13,164 
6,205 
6,959 

17,415 


435 
8,021 

705 
4,913 
2,552 

920 

148 
36 

443 

24 
3 

""2 
21 
40 


4,261 


35 


*  There  are  now  187  chnrchM  in  the  Colony,  agidnst  1S9  in  1861,  but  the  proportion  bekoging  to  Mch 
rtmnminattnn  1  haTo  not  ytt  bttn  able  to  aaoertoin. 

4.  The  population  is  composed  of  a  mixed  race,  about  six-seTenths 
of  the  whole  being  natives  of  the  island,  and  one-seventh  of  the 
United  Kinffdom,  the  neighbouring  British  Provinces,  and  other 
countries.  The  former  (80,271)  are  chiefly  descended  from  the 
French  Acadians,  who  remained  after  the  cession  of  the  Colony  in 
1763 ;  of  settlers  from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  who  were  intro- 
duced by  the  proprietors  of  townships  subsequently  to  1770;  and  of 
American  Loyalists,  to  whom  lands  were 'granted  at  the  close  of  the 
revolutionary  war.    The  latter  (18,750)  may  be  divided  as  follows : — 


FatiTee  of  England    - 

-  1,967 

„         Scotland 

-     -  4,128 

„         Ireland      - 

-  3,712 

„        Britiah  ProTinoea 

-     -  8,246 

„        Other  Oountriea    - 

-     707 

5.  This  reference  to  the  population  would  not  be  complete  with- 
out some  mention  of  the  Micmac  Indians,  of  whom  a  few  are  still 
remaining-—^  remnant  of  a  once  numerous  and  nowerfrd  tribe.  The 
Indians  number  now  about  SOO.  They  are  chiefly  located  on  Lennox 
Island,  a  small  island  of  about  1,400  acres,  which  has  recently  been 
purchased  for  their  sole  use  and  benefit  by  the  Aborigines  Pro- 
tection Society  of  London,  at  a  cost  of  4007.,  and  which  is  now  about 
to  be  surveyed  and  parcelled  out  into  suitable  frunily  lots.  The 
Indians  appear  to  have  had  a  liking  for,  and  to  have  squatted  on, 
Lennox  Island  for  many  years,  for  I  find  it  mentioned  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  in  their  Keport  of  1862  that  *^  as  it  appears  by  evi- 
**  dence  that  the  Indians  nave  been  in  uninterrupted  occupancy  of 
«  this  prqierty  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  have  built  a  chapel 
^*  and  several  houses  upon  the  aame,  tiie  undend^fiied  are  of  ofHrnoD 
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<<  that  their  title  should  be  confirmed,  and  that  this  very  small  portion 
"  of  the  wide  territory  their  forefathers  formerly  owned  should  be 
'<  left  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  this  last  remnant  of  the 


race. 


6.  The  purchase  of  this  island  by  the  Aborigines  Protection  So- 
dety,  in  order  that  the  Indians  might  be  seciured  in  their  tenure, 
was  therefore  an  act  of  ^at  beneyolence.  I  am  happy  to  think, 
having  recently  visited  the  island,  that  the  condition  of  these  poor  people 
is  improving,  and  that  the  allotment  of  a  piece  of  land  to  each  iamily 
will  put  an  end  to  their  boundary  difficultieSi  a  firuitful  source  of  dis- 
pute, and  tend  to  the  further  elevation  of  their  general  character 
and  position.  The  Indian  Commissioner,  Mr.  Stewart,  whose  inde* 
fatigable  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  entitie  him  to  the  gratis 
tude  of  the  communitv,  reports  that  *^  the  question  as  to  the  capacity 
*'  and  willingness  of  the  resident  Indians  to  take  to  the  cultivation  of 
"  the  soil,  as  an  auxiliary  to  their  manufacturing  pursuits,  equally 
*'  with  that  of  their  children  to  be  educated,  is  now  no  longer  ques- 
^'  tionable.  The  problem  in  both  these  particulars  has  been  satis- 
^  factorily  solved  on  Lennox  Island,  where  three  or  four  families 
^have  nmde  considerable  progress  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land, 
*'  only  answerable  of  course,  to  the  means  at  their  disposal  for  this 
*' purpose;  and  where  a  Government  school  is  now  in  successful 
"  operation.'* 

7.  The  Legislature  pays  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  at  Lennox 
bland,  and  allows  about  60/.  a  year  for  the  relief  of  pauper  Indians, 
whidi  sum  is  administered  by  the  Indian  Commissioner,  and  usually 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  blankets  and  a  few  medical  comforts. 


Pbikcb 
Edwabd 
Island. 


Edt(Mtion. 

8.  I  submit  an  abstract  or  summary  in  a  tabular  form  of  the 
educational  statistics  of  Prince  Edward  Island  for  1870,  derived 
from  the  reports  of  the  school  inspectors,  and  the  public  accounts 
of  the  Colony: 

Educational  STATisncs,  1870. 


So.  or 

ITaoT 

Avmgtt 

Annul 
6xp6ndltiirs  o& 

Annml 
oottofeaoh 

AbbmI 
ooRtof  mch 

Uttonoftho 
(Xdony. 

To<aINo.of 
chUdranbe. 

Bdioola. -j^r "~ 
jBcfaoboB. 

Mulmiim. 

MlBlsram. 

Aterago. 

twwnflro 

372 

15.M0 

9,000 

£   ».    a. 
6«  13    4 

£     >.    d. 

23    «    8 

£    $.   d. 

40    0    0 

£         :    d. 

13,333    0    8 

£    $.     d. 
0  If     6 

£    $.     d. 
I    9    7 

94,021 

u.tsa 

9.  The  following  extractg  from  a  report  recently  furnished  to  me 
bv  Mr.  John  McNeill,  the  careful  and  efficient  secretary  to  the 
fioard  of  Education,  afford  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  education 
in  the  colony : — 

The  total  population  by  the  recent  Census  is  94,021,  of  whom 
25,952  are  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen.  A  sum  of  13,000?. 
steriinff  of  the  public  funds,  or  about  one-fifth  of  the  yearly  revenue,  is 
annuaUy  expended  on  education,  maintaining  one  college  or  academy, 
15  grammar  schools,  and  357  common  or  district  schools,  imparting 
instruction  to  a  total  of  15,000  children  on  the  roll,  of  whom  9,000, 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


16  BlBPOBTS  BXHIBITIKa  THB  PRBSEKT  STATE 

PBOfd       or  61*39  per  cent  of  the  whole,  are  found  in  daily  average  attendanee. 
^V^      Of  these  schools  103  are  taught  by  female  teachers.     With  the 

'       sole  exception  of  the  College  (rrince  of  Wales),  the  schools  are  free 

to  all  children,  excepting  a  payment  of  a  small  fee  to  defray  the 
cost  of  fuel  The  parents  build  and  maintain  the  schoolhooses  and 
provide  the  requisite  school-books  and  stationery. 

The  salaries  vary  according  to  sex  and  qualificaUons,  from  a 
minimum  of  231.  6s.  8d.  sterlmg  to  the  maximum  of  662.  13f.  4d. 
sterling  per  annum,  the  average  yearly  salary  being  402.  sterling. 

Of  grammar  schools  there  are  fifteen  in  operation  in  the  rural 
districts,  the  teachers  of  which  must  be  competent  to  pass  an 
examination  before  a  Board  of  Examiners  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  and 
French  languages,  and  in  mathematics. 

Of  the  common  schods  there  are  two  classes,  in  the  lower  of  which 
the  teachers  must  be  found  qualified  to  teach  reading,  arithmetic, 
English  grammar,  and  geography ;  in  the  higher  class,  in  addition 
to  these  branches,  theoretical  and  practical  mathematics,  with  the 
use  of  the  globes,  is  prescribed. 

A  normal  school  is  established  for  the  trsdning  of  teachers,  with  a 
staff  of  three  instructors,  the  principal  of  which  is  paid  1332.  6s.  Sd 
sterling  a  year. 

The  college  or  academy  above  referred  to  has  a  prindpal  and  one 
professor,  whose  salaries  are  in  part  defrayed  by  tne  students'  fees. 
This  institution  costs  the  country  440^  sterling  a  year,  paid  from  &e 
Colonial  treasury. 

^  The  present  school  system  came  into  operation  in  the  year  1 853, 
since  which  time  the  schools  have  more  than  doubled,  and  the  school 
attendance  has  been  trebled. 

A  board  of  education  of  eleven  members  appointed  by  Government, 
whose  salaries  or  fees  do  not  exceed  150/.  sterling  a  year  in  the 
aggr^ate,  administers  in  monthly  sessions  the  public  scnool  system 
of  Prince  Edward  Island. 

10.  Admitting  that  since  the  introduction  of  the  present  school 
system  in  1853  ''the  schools  have  more  than  doubled  and  the  school 
**  attendance  has  been  trebled,"  I  still  think  that  the  foregoing  statis- 
tics are  not  altogether  satisfactory.  The  return  whidi  precedes 
Mr.  McNeill's  report  shows  that  the  average  daily  attendance  is 
small  as  compared  with  the  juvenile  population,  while  the  cost  to 
the  country  ot  each  pupil  in  attendance  is  certainly  in  excess  of  what 
it  ought  to  be ;  and  I  am  disposed  to  concur  with  my  predecessor 
that  '^the  results  from  the  voluntary  system  of  free  education, 
^'  supported  as  it  chiefly  is  by  general  taxation,  can  hardly  be  deemed 
*'  commensurate  with  the  large  expenditure  of  public  funds  which  it 
"  absorbs.** 

Libraries,  Newspapers,  and  Institutions. 

11.  The  only  libraries  that  I  know  of  are  the  Legislative  Library 

Sa  large  and  well-stocked  one,  to  which  the  members  of  the  L^is- 
ature,  the  bar,  and  the  public  officials  generally,  have  access),  ooe 
circulating  library  in  Cbarlottetown,  and  one  in  Summerside^ 
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12.  Six  weekly  newspajiers  are  published  in  Charlottetowni  two      ^^^ 
in  Summerside,  and  one  in  Georgetown.     They  usually  devote  a      ^Ht"? 

column  or  SO  to  the  latest  telegra^c  news,  the  remainder  of  their        

space  being  mostly  ^iven  up  to  advertisements  and  the  energetic 
mscussion  of  local  politics. 

13.  The  principal   institutions  and  societies,  apart  from  those 
supported  by  Government,  are : — 

Benevolent  Irish  Society. 

Gascumpec  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society. 

Catholic  Younff  Men's  Literary  Association* 

Charlottetown  debating  Club. 

Church  of  England  Ladies'  Industrial  Clothing  Society. 

Colonial  Church  and  School  Society. 

Diocesan  Church  Society. 

Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  in  connection  with  the  Church  of 

Scotland. 
Micmac  (Indian)  Society  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 
Orwell  I  oung  Men's  Institute. 
Prince  County  A^cultural  Society. 
Prince  Edward  Idand  Auxiliary  I5ible  Society. 
Prince  Edward  Island  Auxiliary  Religious  Tract  Society. 
Princetown  Literary  and  Scientific  Society. 
Roman  Catholic  Convent  School. 
St  Dunstan's  (Roman  Catholic)  College. 
St.  Peter's  Bay  Agricultural  Society. 
Wesleyan  Dorcas  Society. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Academy. 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  Literary  Institute. 

14.  The  above  enumeration,  which  does  not  include  various 
Masonic  and  Temperance  conventions,  will  at  all  events  suflSce  to 
show  that  Prince  Edward  Idand  is  not  wanting  in  several  of  those 
institutions  and  societies  which  serve  to  indicate  the  social  and 
educational  statos  of  the  community. 


Oaola  and  Prisoners. 

15.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  report  any  improvement 
under  this  heading,  the  gaols  of  Prince  Edward  Island  being  in 
much  the  same  state  as  they  were  when  the  information  respecting 
them  was  furnished  which  wUl  be  found  summarized  at  pa^  29 
and  59  of  the  Digest  on  Colonial  Prisons  presented  to  Parliament 
in  1867,  from  which,  to  save  reference,  1  extract  the  following 
remarks: — 

Prince  Edward  Island  has  three  county  gaols,  which  are  managed 
under  local  statute  12  Tict.,  cap.  12,  by  justices  selected  by  the  Lieut- 
Governor  from  each  county  to  be  commissioners  for  pving  effect  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Gaolers  are  appointed  by  the^  sherifi ; 
medical  officers  by  the  Lieut-Governor. 

The  Queen's  county  gaol  serves  to  some  extent  as  a  central  prison, 
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Puiioi       and  to  it  may  be  transferred  firotn  the  otiumn  pisoners  sentenoed  to 
^^^      hard  labour,  for  which  in  them  there  is  no  provuion.    In  &et  it  does 

not  appear  that  luch  a  transference  is  generally  made,  and  eaefa  of 

the  three  prisons  if  used  for  all  classes  of  criminals,  and  oocasioDaUy 
for  lunatics.  The  actual  numbers  are  generally  small,  and  bdow  m 
oapaoity  of  the  prisons. 

The  action  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  has  not  had  tiie^ 
effect  of  introducing  uniformity  of  system,  diet,  or  treatment  in 
these  prisons,  nor  tliat  of  making  them  sanitarily  satisfactory.  In 
this  latter  respect  all  three  are  very  deficient,  while  the  Queen's 
county  gaol  provides  no  labour  but  tnat  of  stone  breaking,  and  the 
others  none.    Separation  and  reformation  are  not  attempt^. 

16.  In  Januanr  last  I  addressed  a  communication  to  my  Gbvem- 
ment  on  the  subject  of  the  Queen's  county  gaol,  in  which  (after 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  want  of  accommodation  for  prisoners, 
the  derective  state  of  the  sewerage,  and  the  absence  of  anything  like 
hard  labour)  I  remarked  as  follows : — 

^^The  gaol  is  evidently  too  small,  its  staff  too  limited,  for  the 
present  requirements  of  the  colony.  The  experience  of  the  mother 
country,  and  the  labours  of  the  eminent  m^i  who  have  made  that 
experience  their  study,  prove  that  for  prison  discipline  to  be  suc- 
cessful you  must  have  complete  separation  (which  of  course  means 
silence  as  well),  classification,  hard  fare,  and  hard  labour.  The 
deterrent  property  of  hard  labour  should  not  be  sacrificed  to  the 
remunerative — that  is  to  say,  it  is  more  important  to  punish  the 
prisoner  than  to  make  him  profitable — and  the  reformation  of  juvenile 
offenders  should  be  strenuously  and  systematically  attempted.  For 
all  this  you  require  of  course  space  and  a  proper  staff  of  oflScers. 
But  monej  so  spent  is  well  spent,  and  though  the  results  may  not 
be  immediately  apparent,  they  will  be  none  the  less  certainly  felt  and 
appreciated. 

**  The  establishment  is  defective  in  almost  every  sanitary,  disci- 
plinary, and  penal  rec^uirement,  and  falls  far  short,  I  feel  mmnd  to 
add,  of  what  in  my  judgment  the  central  prison  of  a  prosperous 
colony  with  a  population  of  nearly  100,000  and  a  revenue  of  60,00W. 
a  year  ought  to  oe." 

17.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  my  advisers  are  fully  alive  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  removing  the  numerous  defects  now  existing  in 
the  prison^  and  that  they  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  apjJ^ing 
to  the  L^slature  for  the  necessary  Ainds  for  tne  purpose.  Certainly 
the  steady  increase  of  crime  exhibited  by  the  lollowing  Table,  far 
exceeding  as  it  does  the  proportionate  increase  of  population,  and 
which  can  only  be  attributed,  so  iar  as  I  am  aware,  to  tne  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  and  management  of  the  local  gaols,  shows  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  dealing  with  a  question  of  such  paramount 
Importance  to  the  oommunity. 
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OoxpABATiTB  TABLE  of  the  KuMBBB  of  OFrBKOBs,  Aphwhuwioks,  OoamonoKs, 
and  Acquittals,  for  the  last  four  Years. 


The  nnmber  of  oflfenoes  reported  to  the  police  -        .       • 
The  nomber  of  persons  ai)prehended  by  the  polioe  or 
sammoned  before  the  magistrates     •       -       -       -    -^ 
The  nnmber  of  summary  oonTictions :— * 

1.  For  offences  against  person 

2.  For  predial  larceny     -        -        •        -  ,     -        -   - 

3.  For  offences  against  property  other  than  pr»dial\ 

larceny / 

4.  For  other  offenoes 

The  number  of  the  oonvictions  in  the  superior  courts : — 

1.  For  offenoes  against  person       ,       •       .       .       . 

2.  For  larceny 

3.  For  offences  against  property  other  than  priedial 

laroeny 

4.  For  other  offences 

The  number  of  pNersons  acquitted : — 

1.  In  the  inferior  courts,  Gharlottetown        ... 

2.  In  the  superior  courts  -.-.... 


I86T. 


401 
294 


802 


100 
60 

2 
4 


1868.     1869. 


449     510 

802     374 

I 
348     450 


150 
80 

6 

8 


200 
100 

4 
3 


10 
7 


1870. 


556 
490 

510 


250 
120 

22 
4 


12 
2 


Pmij>eri8m. 

18.  The  expenditure  on  behalf  of  the  poor  does  not  much  exceed 
1,500?.  a  year.  TTiere  is  a  small  almsnonse  near  Gharlottetown, 
which  accommodates  a  limited  number  of  paupers,  the  remainder  of 
the  grant  being  expended  in  outdoor  relief. 

Ltmatie  Asylum. 

19.  This,  the  only  charitable  institution  of  any  importance 
supported  by  the  local  Government,  is  not  in  keeping  with  the 
present  requirements  of  the  Colony.  The  cells  on  the  ground  floor 
are,  as  I  reported  some  months  ago,  damp,  badly  ventilated,  and 
badly  lighted;  and  the  inmates  in  the  airing  room  much  too  crowded, 
the  room  containing  usually  about  17  persons,  and  affording  an  area 
of  only  3,600  cubic  feet.  The  auanti^  of  land,  too,  attached  to  the 
building  is  insufficient  to  afford  healtny  occupation  to  the  patients. 
It  has  tnerefore  been  decided  to  purchase  a  property  near  Charlotte- 
town,  known  as  Falconwood,  the  nouse  on  whicn  is  capable  of  bein^ 
converted  into  a  suitable  asylum,  and  where  the  inmates  will  find 
abundant  healthy  and  profitable  occupation  in  assisting  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  farm.  With  this  intention  the  Legislature  recently 
placed  the  sum  of  5,000Z.  at  the  disposal  of  my  Government — 3,000l 
for  the  purchase  of  the  property,  and  2,000?.  for  enlarging  and  im- 
proving the  buildings  on  the  farm,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the 
reception  of  the  lunatics. 

20.  The  asylum  is  under  the  control  of  ten  trustees  appointed  by 
the  Lieut-Governor  in  Council  (the  Board  including  by  law  the 
Chief  Justice,  the  President  of  the  Legislative  Council,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly^  three  mem^rs  of  the  Executive  Council, 
and  two  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  who  have  power  "  to 
*'  make  and  ordain  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  the 
*'  said  institution,  and  to  appoint  the  several  officers,  and  fix  and 
'*  determine  the  amount  of  salaries  to  be  paid  to  such  officers,  and 
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^  the  appropriaUon  and  expenditure  of  all  mon^  Toted  by  die 
**  Legislature  for  the  support  of  the  said  institution. 

21.  The  establishment,  which  can  only  accommodate  at  present  40 
lunatics,  costs  the  country  altogether  1,000/.  a  year,  being  at  the  rale 
of  25/.  per  head  for  each  inmate. 

22. 1  observe  from  the  census  that  there  are  altogether  188  lunatics 
in  the  Colony ;  their  proportion  to  the  population  is  therefore  ooe 
in  500. 

PART  VI. 
Manufaotuees,  Fisheeies,  and  Goal. 

1.  The  following  return  of  manufactures  will,  I  think,  be  coi^dered 
satisfactory : — 


Yards  of  faUed  doth  m«ntifactared 

„       doth  not  &iUcd        „ 
Lbs.  leather  „ 

„   tobaooo*  M 

Barrels  lime  ,, 

Ko.  of  fish  barrels*  „ 

„      bridM  „ 

„      carriaffeit  and  sleighs  ^ 
Breweries  aod  distilleries 
Tanneries  -        -        -        - 
Grist  mills     ... 
Oardingmills    ... 
Saw  muls      -        -        - 
FoUins:  and  dressing  mills 
Cloth  fftctoriee*     - 
Shingle  and  lath  mills  *     - 
Lime  kilns     ... 
Briok  kilns 
Steam  engines  for  mechanical  and  other*^ 

purposes*  ... 


122,940 
303,676 
143,803 

22,821 

1,331,000 

1,151 

20 

55 

141 

46 

176 

9 


48 
9 


150,975 

428,313 

197,031 

69,399 

56,787 

42,278 

1,556,245 

1,207 

11 

58 

145 

47 

181 

13 

4 

130 

116 

20 

12 


28,035 
124,637 
53,228  I 


225,245 
56 

~l 

I 
5 

4 


68 
11 


*  Not  previooBlx  cnoBierated. 

FiahertM. 

2.  Prince  Edward  Island  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  fishing  station 
within  the  Qiilf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  the  habits  and  feelings  of  the 
inhabitants  are  so  decidedly  agricultural  that  the  fisheries  have  not 
received  from  our  OMm  people  the  attention  which  they  deserve,  and 
are  now  mainly  carried  on  with  United  States'  capital. 

3.  The  following  return,  extracted  from  the  census  for  1870, 
shows  that,  so  far  as  the  island  population  are  concerned,  the  fishing 
business  has  not  on  the  whole  improyed  since  1860 : — 

I860.  1870. 

Fishing  establishments  - 
Barrels  of  mackerel  cured    - 

„        herrings  or  alewives  - 
Quintals  of  cod  or  hake 
Gallons  of  fish  oil  -  -^ 

Boats  owned  for  fishing 
Men  engaged  in  fishing  » 
Lbs.  of  hake  sounds  ciued    - 
„      preserved  and  other  fish  - 


89 

176 

7.163 

16,047 

22,416 

16,831 

89,776 

16,649 

17,609 

11,662 

1,239 

1,183 

2,818 

1,646 

Noietoin 

13,522 

» 

6,711 
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4.  On  the  political  aspect  of  the  fishery  question  I,  for  obvious       Princb 
reasons,  will  not  now  touch,  except  in  so  far  as  I  would  express  an-      i^n^ 

earnest  hope  that  the  arrangements  consequent  on  the  Treaty  of         

Washington,  and  now  pending,  may  result  in  the  final  settlement 
of  a  question  which  has  in  Tarious  forms  been  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy with  the  United  States  for  the  better  part  of  a  century, 
and  ultimately  lead  to  the' establishment,  on  a  secure  and  lasting 
basis,  of  commercial  relations  beneficial  alike  to  the  people  of  these 
provinces  and  the  United  States. 

Coal. 

5.  To  the  report  of  Dr.  Dawson  on  the  geological  structure  and 
mineral  resources  of  the  colony  (the  result  of  explorations  conducted 
last  autumn  in  search  of  coal)  I  have  already  referred.  The  prac- 
tical conclusions  arrived  at  with  respect  to  the  coal  formations  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  are  therein  given  in  the  following  words : — 

Relations  to  the  Coal  Fields  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick. 

The  facts  stated  under  the  previous  general  heading  afibrd  the 
data  for  an  answer  to  this  question  as  complete,  perhaps^  as  can  be 
obtained  without  actual  mining  operations. 

The  carboniferous  rocks  of  JNova  Scotia  consist  of  the  following 
members  in  descending  order : — 

The  Upper  Coed  Formation^  consisting  of  red  and  gray  sandstones 
with  thin  beds  of  coal,  not  as  yet  worked,  1,500  to  3,000  feet. 

The  Middle  Coal  Formaiion,  consisting  of  sandstones,  shales,  &c., 
usually  of  grav  colours,  and  containing  the  large  productive  beds  of 
coal,  estimated  at  about  4,000  feet. 

The  MUUtone  Orit  Series^  consisting  of  sandstones  and  con- 
glomerates without  productive  coal,  5,000  to  6,000  feet. 

The  Lower  Carbcniferoue  Marine  Series,  containing  limestones  and 
gypsum,  with  sandstones,  shales,  and  marls.     Thickness  very  variable. 

Tfie  Lower  Carboniferous  Coal  measures,  consistins^  of  sandstones, 
shales,  and  conglomerates  without  productive  coals,  but  with  highly 
Utuminous  shales. 

In  Nova  Scotia  these  beds  are  tilted  up,  often  at  considerable 
angles,  and  the  upper  portions  of  them  have  been  removed  by  denu- 
dation in  such  a  manner  that  the  edges  of  the  coal  beds  appear  at  the 
surface,  and  can  be  opened  up  without  penetrating  the  overlying  beds. 
In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  case  is  different,  the  beds  being  very 
nearly  horizontal ;  so  that  only  the  upper  members  can  be  seen,  and 
these  are  in  many  places  covered  with  the  Triassic  series. 

The  places  explored  by  us  in  which  the  coal-measures  are  nearest 
the  surface  are,  Governor's  Island  and  Gallas  Point,  and  the  coast 
extending  from  West  Cape  to  North  Cape.  To  these  may  perhaps 
be  added  the  coast  near  Wood  Islands,  wnere  it  is  probable  that  the 
carboniferous  rocks  may  be  covered  with  only  a  very  limited  thickness 
of  trias. 

If  borinff  were  undertaken  at  either  of  the  above  places,  it  might 
be  hoped  wat  the  upper  coals  woidd  be  reached  at  a  depth  of  not  less 
than  500  or  more  tnan  2,000  feet     Should  these  prove  too  thin  to 
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PsnKs  be  worked^  there  would  be  little  hope  of  reaching  the  lower  eoals 
^^  .  at  a  leifi  depth  than  8,000  or  5,000  feet,  which  would,  of  coarse,  be 
a  depth  altogether  too  great  for  profitable  working  at  preaent 

Tne  above  estimate  proceeds  on  the  supposition  that  the  coal* 
measures  underlying  Pnnce  Edward  Island  are  similar  to  tboee  of 
Nova  Scotia.  It  is  to  be  obserred,  however,  that  in  New  Bmnswick 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  aggregate  thickness  of  the  car- 
boniferous rocks  is  much  less,  but  ttnft>rtunately  the  beds  of  cosl 
partake  in  this  diminution  of  thidLuess.  Should  toe  coal  nM^  under 
rriuce  Edward  Island,  therefore,  prove  similar  to  those  of  New 
Brunswick,  they  would  be  found  at  a  less  depth,  but  on  the  other 
Mnd  might^be  of  less  value. 

As  the  b^  exposed  at  Miminigash  are  in  the  line  of  the  Buctoucbe 
anticlinal,  on  the  coast  of  New  Brunswick,  and  those  of  Gallas  Point 
and  Gk)vemor*s  Island  are  in  the  line  of  the  Cape  Tormentine  anti- 
clinal in  the  same  province,  and,  as  the  beds  have  much  the  aspect 
of  the  upper  carboniferous  in  New  Brunswick,  it  might  be  inferred 
that  the  coals  under  these  places  may  resemble  those  of  New 
Brunswick.  In  that  province  no  beds  of  coal  of  greater  thickness 
than  2  feet  are  known.  At  Wood  Islands  the  be<&  readied  might 
be  supposed  to  resemble  more  those  of  the  northern  part  of  Pictou 
district,  in  which  no  coals  thicker  than  3  feet  are  y«t  known  ro  &e 
upper  coal-formation ;  and  the  great  beds  of  the  middle  ooal-Somia- 
tion  would  probably  at  this  place  b^  too  deep  to  be  prc^taUy  worked. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible,  though  there  is  no  evidence  of 
this,  that  the  coal  of  the  upper  coal-formation  und^  Prince  Edward 
Island  miffht  be  more  abunoant  than  in  the  districts  mentioned,  and 
it  it  is  to  be  observed  that  those  districts  caniK)t  be  considered  so  AiUy 
explored  as  to  render  important  new  discoveries  improbable.  From 
these  statements  the  general  practical  omdusion  would  be,—* 

1.  That  carboniferous  rocks,  similar  to  those  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New 
Brunswick,  probably  underlie  the  whole  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 

2.  That  m  certain  places  indicated  above,  the  upper  member  of 
the  Carboniferous  Series  appears  at  the  surface  in  a  nearly  horiiODtal 
and  undisturbed  oondition. 

3.  That  boring  operations  prosecuted  at  these  places  would,  un> 
doubtedlv,  reach  the  upper  and  possibly  the  middle  ooal-measara^ 
and  the  beds  of  coal  which  thev  may  oontain. 

4.  That  the  productive  value  of  such  coals  must  be  nnoertoan 
previous  to  such  actual  trial 

5.  That  the  depth  of  the  seams  would  probably  be  too  great  far 
profitable  mining  in  the  present  state  of  the  coal  trade. 

The  greatest  depth  at  which  coal  is  at  present  mined  in  Nova  Sootia 
is  about  900  feet,  and  the  greatest  depth  in  England  is  2,000  hA 
No  mines  in  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick  have  as  yet  penetnUed 
the  upper  coal-measures  in  search  of  coal,  nor  have  such  careM  and 
minute  surveys  of  these  beds  been  undertaken  as  would  supersede  the 
necessity  of  boring  operations  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  stundd  it  be 
desired  to  test  the  point  praoticallv.  Should  any  operations  of  this 
kind  be  undertaken  and  prosecuted  to  completion  on  the  main  land, 
the  information  there  obtained  could  readily  be  applied  to  Prince 
Edward  Island.    On  the  other  hand»  the  snoeessfiil  penetration  of  the 
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newer  ooal-fonnation  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  in  search  of  coal,      S!"'^^ 
would  at  once  develop  the  corresponding  regions  of  the  mainland       *d^abd 
now  untried.    In  any  case,  deep  boring  in  the  newer  coal-formation, 
either  in  northern  New  Brunswick  or  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  could 
scarcely  fistil  to  develop  iacts  of  scientific  interest. 

In  event  of  such  borinff  being  undertaken  to  a  moderate  depth,  the 
methods  now  in  use  in  Nova  8a>tia  and  in  the  oil  districts  of  Canada 
and  Pennsylvania  would  be  sujficient;  but  if  it  were  intended  to 
penetrate  to  great  depths,  some  of  the  improved  methods  which  have 
been  applied  to  deep  boring  in  Europe  would  be  preferable. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  probabilities  are 
decidedly  against  the  discovery  of  a  large  bed  of  coal  at  such  a  depth 
as  to  enable  it  to  be  immediately  available. 

PAET  VII. 

GK)VBBKMBHT. 

Form  of  OovernmerU. 

1.  Responsible  Government  was  conceded  to  Prince  Edward 
Island  in  1851,  since  which  time  the  Executive  has  been  distinctly 
recognised  as  responsible  to  the  Legislature* 

2.  The  Legislature  consists  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  who  is  also  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia, 
Chancellor,  Vice- Admiral,  and  Ordinary ;  a  Legislative  Council  of 
thirteen  members,  and  a  House  of  Assembly  of  tmrty  members ;  both 
of  which  bodies  are  elected  by  the  people. 

d«  An  Executive  Council  of  nine  members,  selected  from  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  advises  and  assists 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Colony. 

4.  Under  the  system  of  Government  which  formerly  existed,  it 
was  not  considered  indispensable  that  the  Executive  CcRindl  should 
always  be  so  constituted  as  to  enioy  the  confidence  and  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  hence  arose  the 
antagonism  which  more  than  once  prevailed  between  the  different 
branches  of  the  L^pslature.  The  establishment  of  Besponsible 
Government  (a  svstem  under  which  the  policy  of  the  Colonial 
Government,  in  all  questions  in  which  Imperial  interests  ore  not 
directly  involved,  is  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  well  understood 
wishee  of  the  people  as  expressed  through  their  representatives  in 
Parliament)  has  of  course  done  much  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  by 
obliging  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  select  his  advisers  from  among 
persons  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  people,  or  at  all  events  of  a 
majority  of  their  representatives,  to  maintain  that  executive  and  legis- 
lative harmony  so  essential  to  the  good  government  of  the  Colony* 

5.  The  sittings  of  the  Executive  Council  are  held  under  the  presi* 
dency  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  person,  but  the  Councillors,  as 
a  Craimittee  of  Council,  deliberate  preriously  upon  matters  referred 
for  tiieir  consideration,  and  prepare  reports  and  memoranda  for  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  on  all  important  subjects. 

6.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  authorised  to  appoint  one  member 
of  the  Executive  Council  to  preside  there  in  his  aheence,  the  seniority 
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of  the  remaining  members  being  r^^ated  by  the  date  of  tiieir 
^|]]|^      renpectire  appointments. 
«—  t.  It  is  the  proTinoe  of  the  Council  to  occupy  itself  with  the  general 

business  of  the  Colony,  applications  and  demands  of  erery  description 
being  placed  under  its  consideration.  In  accordance  with  the  adriee 
of  his  councillors  the  Lieutenant-Governor  nominates  to  employment, 
removes  public  functionaries,  receives  and  accepts  resignations;  in 
conjunction  with  them  he  directs  all  public  afiairs,  and  sees  that  the 
laws  are  duly  carried  out 

8.  The  right  to  nominate  to  employments  reaides  constitutionally  in 
the  Lieutenant-Gk>vemor,  who  can  exercise  it  independentiy  if  he 
thinks  proper;  but  the  retirement  of  his  advisers,  who  are  held 
responsiole  by  Parliament,  would  be  the  probable  consequ^ice  of 
non-consultation  with  the  Council. 

9.  Ministers  once  installed  hold  oflBce  until  they  find,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  they  are  unable  to  secure  in  the  Legislature  the  requisite 
support  of  the  policy  to  which  they  are  pledged ;  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  Lieutaiant-Govemor,  exercising  the  discretion  which 
the  Boyal  Commission  and  instructions  confer  upon  him,  deems  it  his 
duty  to  act  on  important  questions  in  oppodtion  to  their  policy  and 
advice.  Disagreements  within  itself  occasionally  lead  to  the  dis- 
ruption and  resignation  of  the  ministry,  but  in  nme  cases  out  of  ten 
the  changes  that  occur  are  directiy  attributable  to  a  want  of  Pariia- 
roentary  support 

PolUiedl  Franchi$e. 

10.  The  Island  is  divided  into  three  counties,  eadi  of  which  elects 
four  councillors  (the  city  of  Charlottetown  returning  one  in  addition) 
and  ten  representatives. 

11.  There  is  no  qualification  for  members  of  the  LegislatiTe 
Council  For  its  electors,  the  qualifications  are  full  age,  and  property 
to  the  value  of  66;.  ISs.  44. 

12.  The  qualification  for  a  member  of  the  Assembly  is  the  possse- 
sion  of  freehold  or  leasehold  estate,  of  the  value  of  33L  60.  8a.  over 
and  above  all  incumbrances.  As  regards  electors  for  the  House  of 
Assembly,  every  male  person  of  full  age,  being  a  British  subject,  and 
in  possession  of  fee-simple,  leasehold,  or  of  occupation  land  of  the 
vearl^r  value  of  11.  6$.  8d.  (who  shall  have  owned  or  possessed,  or  have 
been  in  the  occupation  of  said  premises  for  12  months,  or  have  resided 
in  tiie  town,  royalty,  or  district  12  months  previous  to  the  issue  of  the 
writ  of  election),  or  who,  being  liable  to  perform  statute  labour  on 
the  public  roads,  shall  have  actually  performed  the  same,  or  paid  a 
sum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof,  or  whose  calling  relieves  him  from 
statute  labour,  is  an  elector  for  the  town  and  roydty,  or  the  district,  in 
which  he  resides.  Joint  occupants,  tenants,  or  co-partners  in  trade 
have  but  one  vote,  except  the  yearly  individual  interest  or  joint 
occunancy  amounts  to  1/.  6s.  Sd. 

lo.  A  system  of  voting  papers  has  been  in  operation  since  1866, 
the  following  being  the  section  of  the  Act  (29  Vict,  cap.  10)  by 
which  the  system  was  established. 

Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  21  years  and  upwards,  bemg  a 
British  subject,  and  qualified  to  vote  upon  any  property  qualification 
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required  by  any  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Island,  either      J^"'^ 
for  members  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  Council  or  House  of  Assembly,       ^^^kd? 

shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  for       .  * 

the  town  and  royalty,  or  district  respectively,  wherein  such  property 

Jualification  may  be  situated,  by  polling  all  his  votes  at  the  polling 
ivision  in  any  other  town  or  district  wherein  such  person  may  be  * 

entitled  to  vote  for  the  election  of  a  member,  although  such  polling 
divbion  be  not  situated  in  the  town  or  royalty,  or  electoral  district, 
or  county  in  which  such  first-mentioned  qualification  lies. 

14.  14,148  electors  recorded  their  votes  at  the  last  general 
election. 

LefftslaHoii. 

15.  The  principal  Acts  passed  in  1870  (in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
Revenue  and  Appropriation  Acts)  were : — 

An  Act  to  declare  the  law  and  practice  in  cases  of  escheat. 

An  Act  relating  to  law  costs  and  other  proceeding 

An  Act  for  the  better  government  of  certain  nsing  towns  and 

Tillages  in  this  Island. 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  relating  to  patents  for  useful  inventions. 
An  Act  to  repeal  certain  sections  of  an  Act  to  regulate  the  specie 

currency  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 
An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  certai    Acts  relating  to  the  sale  by 

licence  of  spirituous  liquors. 
An  Act  to  amend  the  law  regulating  the  hearing  of  appeal  cases, 

and  to  repeal  part  of  a  certain  Act  therein  mentioned. 
An  Act  to  alter  the  present  system  of  paying  school  teachers' 

salaries. 
An  Act  relating  to  the  mode  of  summoning  special  jurors,  and  to 

entering  up  judgments  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
An  Act  for  taking  the  census  of  Pnuce  Edward  Island. 
An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 

*'  care  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  un- 

**  sound  mind." 

Civil  and  Judicial  EstMishmenU. 

16.  The  changes  that  take  place  in  the  various  departments  of 
government  are  so  frequent,  and  depend  so  entirely  on  political  con« 
siderations,  that  I  hardly  consider  it  necessary  to  oflFer  any  detailed 
remarks  with  reference  to  the  personnel  of  the  civil  establishment 
Under  Eesponsible  Government  the  distribution  of  patronage  forms 
of  necessity  an  important  element  of  political  and  parW  strength,  but 
I  must  confess  that  the  system,  as  carried  out  m  Prince  Edward 
Island,  is  by  no  means  conducive  to  the  eflSciency  of  the  public  service. 
In  Canada,  as  at  home,  while  the  political  heads  of  the  principal 
departments  necessarily  come  and  go  with  their  party,  an  efficient 
Stan  of  experienced  subordinates,  who  take  no  part  in  political  life, 
and  are  far  removed  from  its  vicissitudes,  is  permanentiy  maintained 
by  the  State ;  and  there,  as  a  rule,  the  heads  of  minor  departments, 
and  petty  officials  generally,  are  safe  from  political  interference*  Not 
so  here,  I  r^ret  to  say.  All  office  holders,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  the  judges  alone  excepted,  understand  that  theur  tenure  is 
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^KOfcM  e«entiAlly  a  political  om,  and  that  on  a  change  of  Ootemmaot  tbqr 
^^  are  liable  to  be  remored,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  aopporten 
.—.  of  the  incominff  administration.  There  are  one  or  two  dqiartaeota, 
it  is  true,  in  which  the  chief  derks,  being  ofllca*s  of  tecbmcal  eipe* 
rienoe  and  abilitT«  hare,  for  the  last  few  years,  been  retained  in  oraee 
bj  successiTe  Administrations,  but  these  are  exceptional  caaes^  aad, 
generally  speaking,  the  first  act  of  a  new  ministry  is  to  gire  praetieal 
and  forcible  effect  to  that  politically  mischierous  adage — '^  To  the 
'^  rictors  belong  the  spoils.  It  is  erident  that  no  serrice  can  be 
thoroughly  eflSotent  in  which  merit  is  made  subordinate  ta  the  exigim- 
cies  of  party  goremment,  and  which  does  not  offer  to  its  employes  a 
fair  prospect  of  advancement  and  permanent  employment 

17.  llie  chief  colonial  officers  are  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the 
Comptroller  of  Customs,  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  who 
receive  salaries  of  200Z.  a  year  each,  and  the  Postmaster-Oeneral, 
whose  salary  is  233/.  6s.  8d.  The  total  cost  of  tiie  civil  establish- 
ment is  6,0817.  Hi.  id. 

18.  The  principal  o£Bcers  of  the  judical  establishment  are — 

£  $,  d. 

The  Chief  Jttrtios,  whose  salary  is     -  -  400  0  0 

The  Master  of  the  Bolls  and  Asst  Judge  of 

Supreme  Court  -  -  -     -  388  6  8 

The   Yioe-Chanoellor    and    Asst  Judge   of 

Supreme  Court      -  -  -  -  838  6  8 

The  Attorney-General     -  -  -     -  233  6  8 

The  Solicitor-General  -  -  -  133  6  8 

and  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probnte,  who  is  paid  by  fees.  The 
total  cost  of  the  judicial  establishment  is  1,593/.  6i.  8<2. ;  of  the  civil 
and  judicial  combined,  7,6747.  18s. 

Adminitiration  qf  Justice. 

19.  The  courts  consist  of— 

(1.)  Court  of  Chancery. — ^The  judicial  powers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  of  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  ex-offido  Chancellor, 
are  now  exercised  by  a  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  a  Vice-Chancellor. 

(2.)  Court  of  Divorce. — Of  the  Court  of  Divorce,  which  was 
established  by  statute  in  1886,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the 
Members  of  the  Executive  Council  are  the  judges ;  but  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor is  authorized  by  law  to  depute  the  Chief  Justice  to 
preside  there  in  his  absence. 

(3.)  Supreme  Court. — This,  the  principal  court  of  law  in  the 
Colony,  is  presided  over  bv  a  Chief  Justice  and  two  assistant  judses* 
The  powers,  practice,  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  reeemUe, 
and  are  nearly  co-extensive  with,  those  of  the  Courts  of  Queen's 
Bench,  Common  Pleas,  and  Exchequer  at  Westminster.  The 
Common  Law  is  the  foundation  of  tiie  jurisprudence  of  the  Ool<my, 
but  the  amendments  introduced  from  time  to  time  in  England,  have^ 
as  a  rule,  been  adopted  by  the  local  Legislature  without  delay.  In 
civil  suits  nine  jurors  out  of  twelve  can  give  a  verdict,  but  in  all 
criminal  prosecutions  there  must  be  a  unanimous  verdict  of  twrive 
jurors  to  convict  or  acquit    The  Supreme  Court  is  the  Court  of 
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Appeal  from  all  courts  of  an  inferior  jurisdiction,  and  from  the 
decisions  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  all  cases  of  summary  convictions. 

(4.)  Court  of  Probate, — ^The  Court  of  Probate  with  one  judge  has 
junsdiction  all  over  the  Colony  in  cases  of  wills  and  intestacies. 

(5.)  Court  of  Bankruptcy. — A  Court  of  Bankruptcy  was  created 
by  Statute  in  1868,  the  Commissioner  of  which  has  junsdiction  in  all 
cases  where  the  debtor  applying  for  relief  has  contracted  debts  to  the 
extent  of  200Z.  sterling. 

(6.)  Small  Debt  Courts. — Courts  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts 
have  been  established  in  various  sections  of  tiie  Colony.  Each  Court 
18  presided  over  by  three  Commissioners,  and  has  jurisdiction  hi 
actions  of  debt  and  trover  to  the  extent  of  13Z.  6b.  M,  sterling. 

(7.)  Polioe  Court. — Charlottetown  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in 
the  Year  1855,  and  has  a  Police  Court  and  a  Small  Debt  Court,  of 
which  the  Mayor  and  Common  Councillors  are  the  judges.  These 
Courts  have  omy  jurisdiction  where  crimes  have  been  committed  and 
debts  contractea  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city. 

20.  Justices  of  the  Peace  throughout  the  Island  have  power  to 
adjudicate  in  minor  cases  of  trespass  to  the  person  and  property. 


PtUKCE 

Kdwabu 

ISLAKt). 


PAET  vin. 

CoiCMEBOB  AHD  AfiBIGULTUBE. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

1.  The  commerce  of  Prince  Edward  Island  consists  in  the  ex- 
change of  its  a^icultural  productions,  island-built  ships,  and  fish, 
for  British  and  American  manufactures,  and  other  articles  of  neces- 
sarv  consumption. 

2.  I  subjoin  (1)  a  Table  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  from  and  to  the  countries  with  which  the  mercantile  inter- 
course of  the  Colony  was  carried  on  during  1870,  and  (2)  a  return 
which  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  progressive  commercial  improvement 
that  has  taken  place  here  since  i860. 

1.— Talite  of  the  Impobts  and  Exports  of  Pbikcb  Edward  Islaitd,  fjrtnn  snd  to 
each  Country,  in  the  Year  1870. 


Countrlci. 


United  Kingdom 

British  Ck)lonie0,  viz. : — 

Canada        

Nova  Scotia    -        i 

New  Bnmswibk 

Newfoundland         - 

Bermuda  and  West  Indies 

Foreign  Countries,  vli.  :— 

United  States 

Cuba 

8t  Pierre 

Total  value  in  sterling  of  Vessels  Exported  from  Prince) 

Edward   Isknd,  during  the   vear  ISTO  (tonnage) 

12,093),  not  including  any  wredted  or  lost  at  sea    -J 

Total    .... 
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BEPOBTS  EXHIBITING  THE  PBE8EKT  STATE 


Pbhtge 
Edwabd 

l8LA2fD. 


2. — ^ToTAL  Value  of  Imfc«ts  and  Exfobts  from  1860  to  1870  inclusive. 


Yetrt. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

i      Tfsn. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

t 

£ 

1860 

280,054 

223,580 

,       1866 

432,487 

378,567 

1861 

209,935 

163,114 

1867 

294,444 

372,316 

1862 

211,240 

150,550 

1868 

368,037 

362,913 

1863 

293,431 

209,472 

1869 

363,027 

365,191 

1864 

837,927 

202,668 

1870 

385,732 

430,840 

1865 

881,012 

802,565 

3.  It  will  be  observed  that,  as  compared  with  1869,  the  imports  fd 
1870  show  an  increase  of  22,705/.,  the  exports  of  65,649Z. ;  that  the 
imports  have  risen  from  230,054i  in  1860  to  385,732/.  in  1870 ; 
and  that  the  exports  have  nearly  doubled  in  value  within  the  last 
ten  years.  In  view  of  this  latter  increase,  the  following  detailed 
statement  of  the  exports  for  1860  and  1870,  respectively,  will  be  of 
interest : 


Statement  of  Exfobts  and  their  Value  for  the  Yean  1860  and  1870. 

Articln  Exported. 

Quantity. 

Valoft. 

I860.        1        I6T0. 

1860. 

1870. 

1 

t          9.     d. 

£           $,      d. 

Oatfl,  bnshelB       -■      • 

1,290,062 

1,893,433 

101,728    8    8 

149,694    9    7 

Barley    „         ... 

103,756 

53,719 

13,374  13    2 

6,888  12    8 

Potatoes  „ 

519,198 

502,484 

24,801    7    8 

23,503  19    7 

Turnips  „         -        -    - 
Pork,  barrels 

52,609 

30,011 

1,910  10    4 

1,006  19    7 

1,902 

12,880 

5,809    7    0 

50,626    6    0 

Ham  and  bacon,  lbs.    - 

43,609 

89,192 

913  19    1 

2,301    6    2 

Lard,  lbs      -        -        - 

4,816 

86,746 

161  13    4 

2,476  18  10 

Horses     •        -        -   - 

130 

539 

1,293    6    8 

9,386  17    0 

Cattle  -        .        -        - 

476 

262 

2,419    6    8 

1,763  10    8 

Sheep       ...    - 

610 

5,275 

391     8    4 

2,685  19    0 

Butter - 

82,077 

155,865 

1,301     2    0 

6,151  14    0 

Egfl^        -        -        -    - 
Codfish,  quintals  - 

1,786 

9,824 

4,400    8    3 

19,563  16    0 

14,645 

9,117 

7,039    0    0 

4,955  19    0 

Herrings,  barrels      -    - 

10,282 

5,082 

6,766  15    4 

3,617  10    0 

Mackerel     „ 
Preservea  fish,  packages 

3,882 

14,095 

8,244  12    6 

35,506    8    4 

— 

18,621 

— 

7,003  19    0 

Shipping,  tonnage 

6,266 

12,093 

28,146  10    6 

78,000    0    0 

Other  produce  -        -   - 

"~~ 

— 

5,619    1    2 

13,979  18    6 

Total  value  of  Exports  the  produce  of  the  Colony 

218,321    9  10 

419,114    3  11 

„               „         not  the    „               „ 

5,259    4    0 

11.726  13  11 

Total  yaluc 

)  of  all  Expo 

rts   - 

228,580  13  10 

430,840  17  10 

Shipping. 
4.  The*  shipping  returns  may  be  considered  satisfactory,  the  ar- 
rivals and  departures  having  increased  as  follows  since  1869  :— 


Inwards. 


1869. 


Number  of  Vessels 
Crews  -  -  - 
Tonnage    - 


1,619 

10,357 

280,220 


1870. 


1,778 

10,904 

265,805 


Increase. 


154 

547 

83,585 


BeCTMK. 
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Outwards. 


Number  of  Yessels 
Crews    -       -       - 
Tonnage    - 


1,698 

14,250 

249,533 


1870. 


1,856 

12,203 

278,893 


IncreflM. 


158 
29,360 


2,047 


5.  Comparative  returns  showing  in  detail  the  tonnage  to  and  from 
the  United  Kin^om,  the  British  Colonies,  and  Foreign  Countries 
during  1869  and  1870,  are  herewith  submitted  :— 


Prinoe 
Edward 
Island. 


YE8BEL8  EUTZBXDy 

1869  and  1870. 

ObnntriM  wlMnoe  Arrived. 

WlthOuKoei. 

1869. 
InBalUst 

Total. 

VesMls. 

Tow. 

Octwt, 

Vewels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Owws. 

United  Kingdom  - 

31 

10,269 

397 

8 

702 

25 

34 

10,961 

422 

British  Colonies,  tIz.  : 

Canada         -       -   . 

81 

7,659 

491 

7 

567 

46 

88 

8,226 

537 

NoTa  Scotia      - 

822 

116,874 

5,014 

128 

9,860 

682 

950 

126,734 

5,696 

New  Brunswick    -   - 

357 

51,778 

2,002 

80 

856 

92 

387 

52,634 

2,094 

Newfoundland  - 

26 

1,187 

120 

7 

699 

36 

33 

1,886 

156- 

Bermuda  and  West\ 
Indies       .       .   -J 

4 

314 

22 

1 

92 

6 

5 

406 

28 

Foreign  Coxmtries,  viz. : 
United  States  -       - 

84 

25,557 

1,234 

16 

2,423 

98 

100 

27,980 

1,332 

Portugal       -       -   - 

— 

~~ 

— 

2 

466 

16 

2 

466 

16 

Spain        ... 
Si.  Pierre     -        -   - 

7 

340 

I5 

13 

597 

51 

20 

973 

76 

Uraguay  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total-       -   - 

1,412 

213,958 

9,305 

207 

16,262 

_______ 

1,052 

1,619 

230,220 

10,357 

OoantriM  wbeooe  Arrived. 

WlthOurgoce. 

1870. 
InBalUst 

TuUl. 

Vesaeli. 

Ton*. 

Crews. 

VesMls. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

United  Kingdom  - 

39 

12,900 

410 

1 

216 

8 

40 

13,116 

418 

British  Colonies,  Tiz.: 

Canada         -        -    - 

67 

10,465 

587 

4 

157 

19 

61 

10,622 

606 

Nova  Scotia      - 

898 

133,161 

4,820 

132 

12,348 

811 

1,030 

145,509 

6,631 

New  Brunswick    -    - 

432 

66,549 

2,582 

49 

1,705 

149 

481 

68,254 

2,731 

Newfoandland  - 

34 

1,527 

147 

14 

1,091 

68 

48 

2,618 

215 

Bermuda   and  West\ 
Indies       .       .   -/ 

5 

570 

33 

2 

225 

12 

7 

795 

45 

Foareign  Countries,  riz. : 
Umted  States   •       - 

83 

22,043 

1,121 

4 

714 

26 

87 

22,757 

1,147 

Pi^tugal       •       -   - 



— . 

— 

2 

535 

27 

2 

535 

27 

Spain 

2 

396 

15 

1 

195 

7 

8 

591 

22 

St  Pierre      -       •   - 

3 

182 

14 

10 

527 

40 

13 

709 

54 

Uiaguaj  .       .        - 

— 

— 

1 

299 

8 

^ 

299 

8 

Totel.        .   . 

1,553 

247,793 

9,729 

220 

18,012 

1,176 

1,773 

265,805 

10,904 
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IMf. 

CouatriM  to  wlitob  Di|»rt«L 

WUhOtffOM. 

InBallMt 

TotaL 

VMwlt.|    T«of.    1  Crvwi. 

VctMlcl  Toot.  |cra«a. 

T«Mlt.|    TkM.    iOmn. 

United  Kingdom  >       - 

77 

22,129 ,     712 

—          — 

-^ 

77 

22,1J9!      712 

Britifh  Coloaiet,  viz. : 

1 

I 

Canada         *■        •   - 

35 

2,063 

171 

29      3,091 

218 

64 

5,154 '      389 

Nofa  Booiia 

629  106,482 

4,764 

861    23,951 

1,499 

990 

130,433    6,263 

New  Bnuuwick   •   - 

229 

51,923 

4,679 

182    1  9,729 

664 

411 

61,652 

1  5,343 

78 

5,247 

357 

-^ 

— • 

— 

73 

6,247 

357 

Bermuda   and   Weat\ 
Indies       -        -   - 

8 

674 

45 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9H 

45 

Foreign  Coontries.  Tix. : 
United  Statet   - 

47 

28,860 

1,026 

8        880 

12 

49  1  23,060 

1,038 

8tPiem     •       •    • 

26 

1,164 

103 

—        — 

— 

26  ;    1,164 

102 

CuU 

— 

— 

—    1    — 

— 

1 

— 

Total-       -   • 

1,12^  J212,532 

11,857 

574   J37,001 

2,398 

1,698^249,533  14,250 

OMatriis  tB  which  Dq^ftrtod. 

WlthOWfOM. 

1870. 
InBiOlMt. 

TM. 

VmmIi. 

T<m 

Cr«wt. 

YmmU. 

Torn. 

Crewv. 

VmwIs. 

Tom. 

Crave. 

United  Kingdom  -       • 

84 

24,819 

763 

-* 

— 

— 

84 

24,319 

763 

BritiiihOolouiei,?i«.: 

Oanada-                -   • 

84 

2,844 

206 

27 

3,581 

228 

61 

5,875 

429 

NoTa  Sootla      - 

634 

121,038 

5,068 

446 

83,320 

1,737 

1,080 

154,353 

6,805 

New  Branfwiok    -    - 

264 

57,781 

1,988 

202 

11,622 

749 

466 

69,403 

2;7S7 

Kewfbimdland  • 

76 

4,882 

357 

2 

82 

18 

77 

4,964 

370 

Bennoda  and   We8t\ 
Indies       -       -   •/ 

8 

828 

48 

— 

- 

— 

8 

822 

48 

Foreign  Countries,  tiz. : 
United  SUtes  - 

53 

17,703 

987 

— 

— 

— 

53 

17,703 

937 

8t.  Pierre      -       -   • 

25 

1,205 

101 

— 

— 

— 

25 

1,205 

101 

Cuba 

2 

249 

18 

— 

— 

2 

249 

IS 

Total.        .    • 

1,179 

230,888 

9,481 

677 

48,565  2,722 

1,856 

278,893 

12,303 

6.  There  arrived  here  in  1869  and  1870  from  the 


IMf. 

1870, 

TmmIi. 

Toonage. 

TMMlt. 

Tmamg^ 

United  Kingdom     - 
British  Colonies  -       -   • 
Foreign  Countries   - 

34 

1,468 

122 

10,951 

189,886 

29,383 

40 

1,627 

106 

13,116 

227,798 

24,891 

Total       -       -   - 

1,619 

230,220 

1,773 

265,805 

and  we  despatched  in  the  same  years  to  the 


18tt. 

1870. 

YeMli. 

Toonace. 

VMseU. 

TooMfe. 

United  Kingdom     • 
British  Colonies  -       •   - 
Foreign  Countries   - 

77 

1,546 

75 

22,129 

203,160 

24,244 

84 

1,692 

80 

24,319 

235,417 

19,157 

Total       -       .   . 

1,698 

249,533 

1,856 

278,893 
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being,  on  the  whole,  an  improvement  which  speaks  well  for  the  com- 
mercial  prosperity  of  the  Colony. 

AgrieuUure. 

7.  Having  already  submitted,  under  the  heads  of  Soil  and  Imports 
and  Exports,  a  sufficiently-detailed  explanation  of  the  agricultural 
position  of  the  Colony,  I  will  here  confine  myself  to  a  few  remarks 
on  prices  and  the  rate  of  wages. 

Prices. 

8.  I  append  a  return  showing  the  average  prices  of  &rm  stock  and 
of  the  various  articles  of  produce  and  consumption  for  the  years  1869 
and  1870  respectively,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  return  exhibits 
an  upward  tendency,  especially  in  respect  of  articles  of  daily  house- 
hold use,  and  that  on  the  whole  the  cost  of  living  is  considerably 
higher  than  it  was  ten  years  ago : — 

OOXPAIUTIVB  BXTUBN  of  AyIBAOI  FuOBt. 


Pamoi 
Bdwabd 

ItliAKP. 


Articles. 


Wheattn  floor,  per  barrel  of  196  lbs. 
Wheat,  per  imperial  bushel 
Wheaten  bread,  per  lb. 

Homed  cattle 

Horses 

Bheep      .---•- 

Goats 

Swine 

Milk,  per  quart    -        -       -        . 
Butter,  fresh,  per  lb.-       .       .       . 
n      9Bli        ,,         ... 

Cheese 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Bioe 

Coifee 

Tea 

Sugar  

Salt,  per  bushel        .       .       .       . 
Wiue,  per  gallon  .... 

Brandj 

Beer 

Tobacco,  per  lb.       -       -       -       - 


Prieet. 


I860. 

18T0. 

£      $. 

d 

£     t.     d. 

1  10 

0 

1  13    4 

0    6 

8 

0    7    0 

0    0 

2 

0    0    2 

ft    0 

0 

4    0    0 

16    0 

0 

15    0    0 

0  13 

0 

0  15    0 

1    0 

0 

0  12    0 

2    0 

0 

0  14    0 

0    0 

2 

0    0    2| 

0    0 

8 

0    0  10 

0    0 

7J 

0    0    9 

0    0 

6 

0    0    6 

0    0 

4 

0    0    5 

0    0 

3 

0    0    4 

0    0 

3 

0    0    4 

0    0 

3 

0    0    3} 

0    0 

8 

0    1    0 

0    2 

4 

0    2    0 

0    0 

5 

0    0    4} 

0    1 

4 

0    1    4 

0  12 

6 

0  14    0 

0  16 

0 

0  16    0 

0     1 

0 

0    1    4 

0    1 

4 

0    1    8 

9.  As  connected  with  the  cost  of  living,  I  may  add  that  house  rents 
are  high  and  increasing,  that  gas  costs  13«.  4td.  per  1,000  feet,  and 
good  bouse  coal  15$.  m  per  ton. 

Wages. 
*■   10.  Tbe'average  rate  of  wages  is  as  under  :— 


DetcriptfonorLabow. 


Pnsdial- 

Domestie:— 
Male  - 
Female 

Tmdm 


Per 


£      $.    d. 


20     0     0 
10    0    0 


FtrOir. 


«.  a. 
2    8 


6    0 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


32 
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Panrci 
Bdwabd 

IfLAWD. 


11.  Domestic  senrants  are  scarce  and  indiffiBrenty  heads  of  fiiniilies 
complaining  that  the  moment  servants  begm  to  understand  their 
duties  they  betake  themselves  to  the  United  States,  being  attracted 
thither  bv  the  prospect  of  higher  wages  than  are  usually  paid  in 
Prince  Edward  Island. 


PABT  IX. 

FiNANCUL. 

Bevenue  and  Expendiiure. 

1.  The  Colonial  revenue  is  principally  derived  from  ad  valorem 
and  specific  import  duties,  land  assessments,  sales  of  public  and 
Crown  lands,  licences,  and  fees.  There  are  no  dhrect  taxes,  with  the 
exception  of  those  on  land. 

2.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  duties  collected  during  1870  on 
some  of  the  chief  articles  of  import : — 


ArUdN. 


Anchors  and  chain  cables  - 
Apothecaries'  ware 
Boots  and  shoes 
Clothing        -        -        - 
Copper  and  composition    - 
Coraage        ... 
Drygoods         ... 
Earthenware  and  ohinaware 
Flour,  foreign,  per  bbl. 
Froit,  dried,  per  lb. 
Glass  and  glassware  - 
Hardware  and  cutlery    - 
Iron,  bar,  and  steel    - 
Ironmongery 
Leather,  sole,  p^  lb. 
„       other  kindfl 
Molasses,  per  ^1. 
Mowing  machines 
Oakum      .        .        -        - 
Oil,  kerosene,  per  gal.    - 
.,   linseed        „ 
Paint 


Paper  and  stationery 

Bails  and  sail  cloth* 

Hoap 

I  Brandy,  per  gal.      .... 
rSu     ;:   •.".-.•.- 
Whisky      „ 

Stoves 

Sugar,  refined,  per  lb. 

„       unrefined,  per  cwt.     .... 

Tea,  per  lb. 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  per  lb.      - 

„       unmanu&ctuied    „  ... 

Wines,  claret  and  other  light 

„     port  and  sherry,  per  gal.,  in  addition  to  5' 

per  cent,  ad  yalorem 

Wood  wares 
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3.  The  import  duties  are  now  considerably  higher  than  they 
were  last  year,  an  additional  rate  of  2^  per  cent,  havinj^  been  im- 
posed by  the  Legislature  on  the  17th  April,  1871,  for  railway 
purposes. 

4.  On  improved  and  cultivated  rural  land  the  tax  is  4^.  5^.  per 
100  acres ;  on  unimproved  rural  land,  6d.  2d.  per  100  acres.  The 
selling  price  of  Government  rural  land  varies,  as  stated  elsewhere, 
from  40.  to  6b.  8d.  per  acre. 

5.  The  licences  established  by  Statute  are  as  under : — 


Betail  tavern  licence  -        -        -        -  -    -    2 

Distiller's  licence  -        -        -        -  -        -  16 

Store  licence  to  sell  spiritaous  liquors  -    -    5 

Hawker's  licence  to  travel  on  foot  -  -        -    1 

„            „            „       with  a  beast  -    -    8 


«. 

d. 

6 

8 

18 

4 

0 

0 

13 

4 

6 

8 

Fanxcm 
Edwabd 

ISLAHD. 


6.  The  fees  received  in  the  several  executive  departments  are  pud 
into  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  general  revenue.  The  Lieut- 
Qovemor,  the  heads  of  executive  departments,  and  their  assistants  in 
office,  receive  specific  salaries  under  Statute,  and  do  not  retain  any 
fees  for  their  own  use.  I  subjoin  a  Table  of  the  fees  now  exacted  at 
the  different  public  offices : — 

A  Table  of  Fees  exacted  at  the  Public  Omcis,  uoder  BrATtrnk 


Description. 


The  Great  Seal  of  Prinoe  Edward  Island 

Ditto  to  grants  of  land  ... 

The  Lieutenant-Governor's  Seal 

A  licence  to  marry        ... 
„  distil  spiritaous  liquors 

„  Tend         „  „ 

„  hawk  merchandise 

Other  licences       ... 

Certificate  ship  rogistry    - 

Bin  sale  of  ship    ... 

Misoellaneous  certificates 

Declaration,  ship  ... 

Fishing  licence         ... 

Search 

Certificate  registry  of  deed 

B^^ry  of  deeds,  per  100  words 

Affidavit 

Search 


0  0  8 

0  0  8 

0  0  8 

0  0  8 


7.  Below  will  be  found  comparative  statements  in  detail  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  1869  and  1870,  and  a  Table  showing, 
in  round  numbers,  the  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  for  the  last 
ten  years. 
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BXPOETS  EXmBITINa  THB  FBlfiXHT  mXTK 


l.— CoMPAMATivy  Statement  of  the  Betkhux  fior  18$9-7a 


Kftture  ol  Tax  or  Datj. 


;   Amoant  ooll«cled  tn 


Amoant  ooOected  ji 


Imsprt  <latie« , 

Light  and  anchoiage  duea         ... 

Land  aasesamcnta I 

Sato  of  onUie  laoda 

,,      Crown  lands 

Port  Office I 

Fees  at  Secretar}'*8  office        -        -        -    - 
„      Begistrar's  ofiico    -        -        -        - 

„       Cufitom  House 

„       bonded  warehouse         -        -        - 
„       lyince  of  Vfale-s  College     -        *    "  I 
M       land  assesfimcnt     >        -        -        -  ; 
Licence  duty  at  Treasury      -        -        "    " 

Finei  and  penalties 

Interest  on  bonds | 

Wharfage 

Sole  of  military  barracks        -        -        -    -  ' 
Seed  grain  Committee        ... 
Feefl,  Kormal  School      .        -        -        - 
Ipterest  at  Savings  Biank  • 
Kent  of  Warren  Fanu   -        -        -        - 
Soons  Bieakwater     .... 

Victoria  ^anaoka 

Iloueys  returned  Loan  Act 

„           „       for  ammunition  • 
Kent  of  wharves        -        -        -        - 
Miscellaneoui 

Total 


44,088  13 

704  11 

2,565  10 

5,258  10 

19    8 

1,541  10 

333  16 

292    8 

34    0 

69    7 

9   a 

2  10 

428    0 

45  15 

876    8 

1    9 

1,174    4 

164  19 

10  U 

673  13 

37    0 

23  12 

960  19 


a. 
5 
3 
3 
10 

0 

9 

8* 

6* 
11 
10 

4 

0 

3* 
10 
3 

4 
4 

0 
4 


12  18    4 


£59,326    6    8 


£ 

46,225 

753 

3,081 

8,017 

46 

1,566 

157 

260 

35 

90 

33 

2 

487 

77 

992 

56 


J.  dL 
11 

15 

17  4 

16  0 

8  n 

IS  4 

19  7| 

12  4 

6  0 

10  0 

12  0§ 

yj^  6 

C  8 

19  5i 


0 
If 


67    0    3J 


18  10    4 


82    8  8 

34    0  5 

110  13  3f 

31  17  4 


2,230    8    H 


d. — COHPABATXVB  StATSMOTT  of  the  EXPEHDITUBE  foT  1869-70. 


Nature  of  Expenditure. 


Amount  of  Exposditure 
in  1869. 


Education - 

Roads,  bridges,  and  wharves      -        -        - 

Public  officers 

Interest     

Mails  and  Post  Offices 

Legislature  and  library      -        -        -        - 

Public  lands 

Printing  and  stationery     .        -        -        - 

Asylum  and  hospital 

Lighthouses,  buoys,  and  beacons 

Jails  and  Crown  prosecutions         -        -    - 

Paupers 

Volunteers  and  militia 

Telegraph  Company 

Government  House        -        -        -        -    - 

Excise  department 

Colonial  building 

Stock  £cirm  and  society       .c       .        .        . 

Coronera'  inquests 

Market  clerk,  Georgetown  -        -        -        - 

Board  of  Health 

Indians     ....... 

Loan  Act  and  Treasury  Note  Commissioners 

Elections 

Exe<,ulivo  Council 


13,347  15 

10,549  1 

5,136  13 

6,754  4 

3,678  9 

2,397  4 

515  3 

1,142  10 

1,020  11 

839  5 

1,168  5 

709  8 

1,4G8  9 

430  1 

417  18 

697  17 

4GI  6 

553  6 

104  14 

3  6 

154  16 

80  0 

157  3 

43  2 

73  5 


d. 
11 

2 
3 
1 

7 
0 
8 
4 
0 
3 
8 
11 
8 
8 
4 
8 
2 
8 

2* 

8 

5 

0 

8 

4| 


^^mountof 

In  1871 


£ 

12,924 

13,149 

6,817 

7,974 

3,754 

2,666 

351 

1,091 

994 

900 

582 

681 

1,377 

763 

223 

459 

519 

637 

101 


18    4 

10  G 

11  10 
18    4) 
17  111 

4    2 


3* 
7| 

2 


8  10 
17  10 
17    2 

2    6 

2  lOJ 
13  gI 
11    G| 

6    5| 


180  19  10| 
113    6    8 

586  13    6} 
98  16  10) 
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CouPABATiYZ  Statemsnt  of  the  ExpxNDiTUBE  for  1SQ9-10—C(mtfnued. 


Katiire  of  Expenditure. 


Amount  of  Expenditure  Amount  of  Expenditora 


FiBhin^  licences        •       .       .       .       . 

BeTiaedBtatates 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  -       -       -   - 

Debentures  for  land 

Bonded  warehouse         ..... 

Board  of  Works 

Steam  stone  crusher 

Distribution  at  Treasury  .  -  -  - 
Grant  to  Steam  Navigation  Company  -  - 
Banquet  to  Prince  Arthur  -       .        -       - 

Estates  purchased 

Poor-house 

Law  Courts  and  Post  Office,  Charlottetown 
Miscellaneous 

Total 


in  1869. 


A 

5 

195 

38 

33 

7,333 

62 

313 

615 

579 

591 

584 

936 


d. 

7 


18  8 
4  0 
6  8 
6  8 
4  5 

10  8i 
8  8  ' 

19  6 
17  9J 

11  1} 

6  m 

13  4 


884    5    2 


£64,244  16    4 


in  ii)70. 


83    q    8 

4.933    6    8 

124  17    9 

130  17  10 


433  17 

783    6 

83    9 

162    5 

440  13 

4,99      3 

1,557  15 


70,^  ^4    U 


Ed^abb 
l8LAin>, 


3. — Statement  of  Beyentte  and  Expenditubb  firom  1860  to  187<^  inclusiTC^ 


Years. 

Bevenue. 

Expenditures 

YetraJ 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£. 

£. 

£ 

£. 

1860 

28,742 

41,196 

1866 

63,628 

102,888 

1861 

28,006 

32,799 

1867 

52,018 

49,309 

1862 

25,600 

34,190 

1868 

55,594 

61,616 

1863 

41,126 

86,440 

1869 

59.326 

70]^ 

1864 

44,216 

38,574 

1870 

62,230 

1865 

45,860 

48,350 

8.  The  foregoing  Tables,  1  and  2,  giv^  the  following  r^ults  :— 


1869. 

£  9. 

59,326    6 


1869. 

£  8, 

64,244  16 


d. 
4 


Bevenue.  1870. 

£  t,    cU 

62,230    8     7i 


1870. 
£  8,      d. 

62,230    8    7i 

EXPSNDITVBB. 
1870. 

£  s.     d. 

70,662  14    li 

DsnoiT. 
Expenditure,  1870. 

£  8,      d. 

70,662  14     li 


Increase. 

£        8.    d, 
2,904    1  m 


Increase. 

'   £        8.      d. 
0,417  17     9i 


Deficit,  31st  Deo.,  1870. 


£ 
8,432 


5J 


9.  The  statement  of  revenue  and  expenditure  (Table  3)  shows 
that  the  revenue  has  been  increasing  since  1860  at  em  average  rate 
of  2^4007.  a  year.  As  regards  the  expenditure,  infhich  is  also  con- 
siderably higher  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  purchase  of  freehold  estates,  adverted  to  ia  a  former  paragraph^ 

0  2 
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formed  a  heavy  item  in  the  recent  disbursements  of  the  Colony. 
Indeed  the  purchase  of  the  Palmer  estate  it  was  which,  added  to 
an  unusually  heavy  outlay  on  public  works  and  buildings,  caused  the 
deficit  as  set  forth  in  the  last  preceding  paragraph. 

10.  The  revenue  of  the  island  amounted  in  1870  to  13«.  3i.  per 
head  on  the  population  as  shown  by  the  last  census ;  the  taxation 
proper  to  10a.  5|i. 

Local  Revenues, 

11.  The  only  local  revenue  is  that  collected  by  the  city  of  Char- 
lottetown,  which  amounted  last  year  to  2,77W.  12«.  lid.  The 
expenditure  for  the  same  period  (3,268Z.  8«.)  exceeded  the  revenue 
by  497/.  158.  Id. 

12.  The  financial  position  of  the  city  on  the  31st  December,  1870, 
was  as  under : — 


Dr. 

Debentures  afloat  31st  Dec.,  £  s.  d. 

1870       ....  3,919  6  8 

Interest  dno  on  ditto      -    -  IOC  9  0 

Sundry  aooounts  unpjiid     -  4G8  10  6 
Balance    of     property    in 

excess  of  liabilities          -  1,522  2  0 


By  balance   in   treasurer's  £ 

hands     -        -        -        -  29 

By  assesement  unpaid    -    -  174 

By  steam   fire-engines  and 

engine-houses         -        -  1,783 

By  other  property  -        -    -  4,080 


Cr. 
$. 

0 

1 


£(;,016    8    2 


£6,016    8    2 


Public  DM. 

13.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  revenue  for  1870  fell  short  of  the 
expenditure  by  8,4^>2/.  This  deficit,  added  to  the  balance  against 
the  Colony  on  the  31st  December,  1869  (97,2577.)  made  a  total 
public  debt  on  the  31st  December,  1870  fmclusive  of  Treasury 
Notes,  Warrants,  and  Debentures  issued  up  to  tnat  date),  of  105,689/.  ;* 
against  which,  however,,  may  be  placed  62,977/.,  due  on  account  of 
land  sales,  and  99,(357  acres  of  unsold  land. 

Banks. 

14.  There  are  three  banks  in  (^harlottetown,  one  in  Suramerside, 
and  one  in  the  village  of  Rustico ;  namely : — 


Name  of  Buik. 

Dktaof 

Inoor- 
ponUion 

Umitof 

(^piuU       Ajwta.     ,     LUbUtk*. 
Slock.                       1 

Last  Diriitood. 

Anoant  oT  re- 
Mrrsd  prate 
atd«t^an*< 

LLU^wi 

WhcMj  dcolart^        lUt*. 

Anoant 

dlTidand. 

Cbarlottetowii  :— 

1 

:     £           £         ..j     X         *.    i. 

1 

£       1. 

rf. 

£       •.    i. 

Bank  of  P.  R  Island 

!    1856 

40.000  88,810  10  64,479  18     2 

Dec  4.  1871   6  per  cent. 

1,000    0 

0 
0 

4^129  ion 

NIL 

ITnioii  Bank    • 

1»63 

,  40.000  80,245     0  77,237     0     0 

Dec  1,  1871   6 

1,000    0 

3,008    0    0 

^ 

Mwchanu*  Bank*  - 

1871 

'40,000         —        1           — 

—           '         —         ! 

„_ 

.^ 

_,_ 

Sammersid'*  :— 

1 

Sumroerside  Bank  - 
Rostk^:— 

1865 

1 

40,000         —                   — 

Aug.  6, 1867   4  per  cent 

274  15 

0 

53«    3    • 

V57S1I  2 

Farmers'  Bank  •    - 

1863 

1 

14,133         —                   — 

Feb.  16, 1871   6       H       1 

91   a 

" 

42  IS    2 

XBL 

*  No  return,  bank  not  having  been  six  m(mlb8  in  operation. 

15.  I  regret  the   incompleteness  of  the  above  return,  but  the 
statements  of  assets  and  liabilities,  for  which  I  have  applied  to  the 


Equal  to  1/.  25.  5jcf.  per  head  on  the  total  population. 
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managers  of  the  Summerside  and  Rustico  banks,  have  not  yet  been 
received. 

Savings  Bank, 

16.  A  savings  bank  in  connection  with  the  Treasury  Department 
was  established  here  in  1864,  and  has  proved  remarkaoly  successful, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  return : — 


Pbinoe 
Edwabd 
IsLAira). 


Year  ending 

Population* 

i     Xo.  of 
Depositors. 

Total  amount  of 
Deposits. 

!  Average  to  each 
Depositor. 

Proportion  of 
Depositors  to 
Populfttton. 

£         9.     d. 

\      i.     ».    d. 

3l8t  Dec.,  1864 

85,121 

85 

1,013     6     8 

1     11  18    5 

1  in  1001 

„       M      1865 

86,535 

292 

3,822     3    7 

i     13    1     9 

1  „    296 

„       „      1866 

87,949 

421 

7,470    9    7 

1     17  14  10 

1  „    208 

„      .,     1867 

89,363 

606 

9,390     1  11 

,     15    9  10 

1  ,,     112 

Ibt      „      1868t 

90,777 

831 

13,107    8    1 

1     15  15    5 

1  „     109 

„      „      1869 

92,191 

1,158 

17,658    2    2 

15    4  11 

1  „      79 

„      .,      1870 

93,605 

1,619 

27,540  16    7 

17    0    2 

1  „      57 

„      ,,      1871 

94,021 

2,185 

44,609    9    0 

1     20    8    0 

1  „      43 

*  Estimated  as  regards  the  jrears  1864  to  1870  inclasive,  the  census  not  having  been  taken  between 
1861  and  1871. 
t  Termination  of  official  year  altered  f^om  Slst  to  1st  December  by  Statute. 

17.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  is  paid  to  depositors  on 
all  sums  not  exceeding  66Z.  ISs.  4c?.,  sterling,*  beyond  which  amount 
no  interest  is  allowed. 

18.  Until  last  session  the  deposits  receivable  at  the  bank  were 
limited  to  83,333Z.  12^.,  sterling.f  By  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  on 
the  4th  March,  1871,  the  bank  is  now  authorized  to  receive  up  to 
double  the  above  amount,  and  should  the  marked  success  which  has 
attended  the  working  of  this  most  valuable  institution  lead  to  the 
opening  of  branch  ofiices  in  one  or  two  of  the  principal  countrv 
towns,  it  may  fairlv  be  expected  that  the  benefits  of  the  system  will 
be  even  more  largely  availed  of  hereafter  than  they  have  been  up  to 
tiie  present  time. 

Coiny  dte.y  in  circulation, 

19.  The  amount  of  coin  in  circulation  in  the  Colony,  including 
that  in  the  coffers  of  the  banks,  is  estimated  at  22,000?. ;  the  paper 
currency  at  89,690?.  4s.  3i.,  as  under : — 


£ 

d. 

Treasury  Notes    -            -            -            -  11,500     0 

0 

Notes  of  Bank  Prince  Edward  Island  -      -  31 ,  765  15 

0 

„       Union  Bank       -            -            -21,480  16 

0 

„       Summerside  Bank     -            -      -12,073  16 

3 

„       Farmers' Bank   -            -            -    4,869  18 

0 

„       Government     Treasury,    and    of 

private     banking     companies     of    the 

British  American  Colonies  (estimated)  -    6 ,  000    0 

0 

Notes  of  United  States  (estimated)      -     -    2,000    0 

0 

Total             -            -             £89,690    4 

3 

♦  100/.  currency,                                       t  50,000/.  currency. 
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^  Currency. 

20.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  currency  of  Prince  Edward 
Island*  is  about  to  be  assimilated  to  that  of  Canada  and  the  United 
Btetes,  an  Act  imvinc  been  passed  during  tiie  laset  session  of  die 
Legistaturft  to  effect  rais  important  object  by  the  introdacti<m  of  a 
decimal  system  of  keeping  tile  public  accounts. 

21.  The  foUowinff  is  a  copy  of  the  Decimal  Currency  Act, 
34  Vict,  cap.  5,  which  is  to  come  into  full  operation  on  the  Ist 
February  next,  and  will,  there  is  no  doubt,  be  of  much  public  con- 
Yenienoe  and  adyantage  •— 

Ah  Act  to  Estibubb  l  Decimal  Sibhem  07  Cubbekct  oh  thd 

IsLAin). 

[Passed  April  17, 1871.1 
Whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  asEdmikte  the  cuirency  of  vta& 

Island  to  that  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  and  to  introduce  a  decimal  syst^n  of  keeping  accounts 

in  the  public  offices  of  this  Colony : 
Be  it  therefore^enacted  by  the  Lleutenant-GoTemor,  Oouncil,  and 

Assembly,  as  follows: — 

i.  llie  unit  of  account  on  thi^  island  sliall  "be  the  dollar  of  100 
cents ;  the  value  of  which  dollar  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  486  cents 
and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  to  the  pound  of  British  sterliuff  money. 

II.  The  Accounts  at  all  public  offices  on  this  mknd  shall  be 
drnnged  and  kept  on  the  decimal  systeto,  which  shall  go  into  tolera- 
tion at  the  times  following :— For  accounts  kept  at  the  savings  Ibatik, 
at  the  public  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  December  next.  For  the 
accounts  kept  at  all  Tost  Offices,  the  Money  Order  Office^  and  at  all 
Excise  Offices,  and  all  other  public  offices,  except  the  Treasury,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  next  For  all  accounts  kept  at  the  public 
Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next 

III.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  Council,  is  hereby  authorized 
to  empower  the  Commissioners  'for  issuirtg  Treasury  Notes,  to  have 
suitable  notes  of  the  decimal  currency  prepared  and  signed,  the  same 
lo  be  exchanged  with  the  Colonial  l^reasurer  for  the  Treasury  Notes 
already  in  circulation,  for  tlie  purposes  of  this  Act 

IV.  Gk)ld  and  silver  coins  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  the  rates  set 
forth  in  the  Schedule  A.  hereunto  annexed. 

V.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  Council,  is  hereby  empowered 
to  provide  a  coinage  of  copper  cents  for  this  inland,  and  to  cause 
posta^  stamps  of  the  new  denomination  to  ^  issued  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

VI.  The  Act  of  12  Vict.,  cap.  24,  shall  1)e,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed.  Provided  always,  that  this  Act  fs  not  intended  to  interf<Mre 
with  debts  already  due,  or  with  existing  contracts,  but  the  same  may 

•  100/.  flterlinn:  .  plus  50  per  cent.,  eqnd  to  150/.  eurrency. 

100/.  Nova  Scotia  currency    „    20         „  „         120/.       „ 

100/.  New  Brunswick  „  „    20         „  „         120/.       „ 

lfiO/.J^eFfon»dUnd    „         „    25        „  „        125/.      „ 

100?.  United  States     „      eqnal  to  .       .       -       -    80/.       „ 
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be  converted  into  the  equivalent  value  of  the  new  currency  hereby  ^^<^ 
established,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  twenty-four  ^^^ 
and  fbur-ninlh  oente  -to  the  pound  of  the  present  currency  of  this  -^^  ' 
XsiHnd. 

VII.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  and  singular 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  Act  passed  or  to  be  pftBsed  during  the 
present  session,  intituled  or  to  be  intituled  ^  An  Atft  for  raising  a 
**  revenue,"  shall  be  payable  in  the  currency  as  defined  by  Wis 
Act. 

Schedule  A, 

The  British  sovereign  of  the  weight  and  fineness  now  established 
by  law,  four  dollars  and  eighty-six  and  two-third  eenfes.  The  -crown 
piece  of  silver,  one  dollar  and  "twenty  cents.  The  half-crown  piece, 
sixty  cents.  The  flotin,  forty-eight  cents.  The  shilling,  tweiJty-ftmr 
cents.  The  sixpence,  twelve  cents.  The  American  gold  dollar,  one 
dollar.  1?he  Mexican  and  Spanish  silver  dollar,  one  dolktt'.  iThe 
Spanish  doubloon,  sixteen  dollars.  The  Mexican  doubloon,  fifteen 
dollars  and  forty  cents.  The  twenty  franc  ^old  piece,  three  clollars 
and  eighty  cents.  The  five  franc  silver  piece,  ninety  cents.  The 
Canadian  silver  coinage,  at  its  facial  value. 

.  22.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  have  observed  that 
the  above  Act  contains  no  provision  fixing  the  amounts  to  which 
silver  and  copper  coins,  respectively,  may  oe  tendered  in  any  one 
payment;  and  they  have  suggested  that  the  limits  prescribed  in 
section  7  of  the  Canada  Act,  cap.  4  of  1871  should  be  adopted  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  viz. : — $10  for  silver  and  25  cents  for  copper 
coins. 

2^3.  It  also  appears  to  their  Lordships  tiiat  the  "  American  gold 
**  dollar  "  mentioned  in  Schedule  A.  of  the  Act  should  be  defined, 
e.g.,  as  **the  gold  dollar  of  the  United  States  of  America,  coined 
"  after  1st  July,  1834,  and  before  1st  January,  1852,  or  after  the 
"  latter  date,  but  of  the  same  weight  and  standard  of  fineness."  And 
they  consider  that  it  would  be  better  to  exclude  all  silver /orri^ 
coins  from  circulation  in  the  Colony,  but  that  if  the  Mexican  and 
Spanish  silver  dollars  be  admitted,  those  coins  should  be  strictly 
defined. 

24.  The  amendments  suggested  by  the  Lords  CommisflBoners  of 
the  Treasury  will  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  at  an  early 
date. 

PART  X. 

Miscellaneous. 

IPoa  Offide. 

1.  I  submit  a  comparative  statement  of  podtri  anld  iscto^y  order 
statistics  for  1869  and  1870,  which  shows  that  !&  eoneiderBbie  exten- 
moa  of  the  mail  service  has  been  fefiected  dttring  the  >la8t  two 
years. 

2.  Of  newspapers,  packets^  and  book  parcels  (no  record  of  such 
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Pbivob       being  kepi  at  4be  Post  Office)  I  hare  been  unable  to  procure  a 


Edwabo 


return* 


5 


Kqmber  of  IMtewyried    - 

„        jpenoDt   emplojed    in 
G^Denl  Foft  OfBoe  - 
Kvmbif  <^  cofontrj  pottoMitan 
„        BiailouTien 
M        mikttimTeUedbT  mails 
M        miles  of  snirnsl  msil 
tmial  -       -       -^     - 
if  vmbiv  of  monoj  ofoMs  issnod 
M        money  ordeis  psid 

Totol  smoimt  of  ordeit  i«iied  -  - 
„  smoant  of  oidenpsid 
n  income  of  post  olBoe  -  - 
„  ezpenditare  of  post  offloe 
(indnaing  subsidies  to  rosil 
stesmers) 


18TS. 


511,000    I 
138    I 

5 

187 

41 

5S4 

98,172 

638 
303 


8,000 
17 


17 

4 
23 

1,115 


17     ! 


14 


£        9.  d,       t  t.    d.    £       9,  d.\    £      M,      4. 

4,184  18  6  3,941  10       ~  1 243  17    6 

1,153  14  8  1,091  15    4       —  61  19    4 

1,541  10  0  1,566  13    4  25    3  4 1        — 

4,086    1  3  4,174  9    6  88    8  3         — 


8.  The  militia  consists  of  16  regiments,  seven  for  Queen's  County, 
fire  for  King's  County,  and  four  for  Prince  County,  but  as  the  men 
are  neither  armed  nor  drilled  (the  law  merely  requiring  that  the  regi- 
ments shall  muster  without  drill  on  one  day  in  the  year),  the  force  is 
of  no  service  to  the  country,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  serve  as  a 
nucleus  capable  of  expansion,  should  occasion  unhappily  arise.  The 
fault  does  not  lie  either  with  the  officers  or  with  tne  men,  amongst 
whom  there  is  no  want  of  zeal ;  but  unfortunately  the  Legislature 
does  not  appear  to  be  alive  to  the  importance  of  providing  for  the 
protection  or  the  Colony,  and  on  the  amount  annually  voted  for  militia 
purposes  it  is  impossible  that  an  efficient  force  can  be  maintained. 

4.  At  the  last  annual  muster  of  the  militia,  the  total  number  of 
officers  and  men  present  was  12,421,  being  122  less  than  on  the 
previous  occasion. 

5.  Of  volunteers  there  are  nine  companies  of  50  men  each.  These 
men  are  armed  and  accoutered,  and  present  a  creditable  appearance. 
The  eflectives  (the  qualification  for  an  effective  being  attendance  at 
16  drills  in  the  course  of  the  year^  receive  the  inagnificent  sum  of 
130.  4td,  a  head  per  annum  for  dotning.  Arms  and  ammunition  are 
pjrovided  for  the  volunteers  at  the  Government  expense,  but  the 
rifles  are  of  the  old  muzzle-loading  (Enfield)  pattern,  and  would  be 
of  little  service  against  an  enemy  armed  with  a  more  modem 
weapon. 

6.  I  submit  a  return  of  the  enrolled  and  effective  members  in  eadi 
company  of  the  volunteer  militia  for  1870. 

7.  I  have  lately  been  engaged  in  considering  certain  changes  in 
the  composition  of  the  volunteer  companies,  which  will,  I  hope,  enaUe 
me  to  draw  attention  to  a  less  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  in  my 
next  Annual  Report 

8.  The  total  annual  expense  of  th^  militift  depfuiment  is  1,0002. 
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* 

BterliDg,  that  being  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Legislature  for  purposes       Pbircb 

of  defence.  .  '^^"^ 

^  Island. 

Corps. 


let  Troop  Mounted  Rifles    - 

2nd  „  „ 

iBt  Battery  Artillery    - 

2nd  „  „ 

No.  1  Oompany  Rifles 

No.  2 

No.  3        „  „      -        - 

No.  4        „ 

No.  5         „  „      -        - 

Total    - 


Na  enrolled. 

No.  elTectlT*.  \ 

44 

36 

52 

24 

51 

7 

53 

7 

53 

0 

52 

3 

53 

9 

47 

21 

50 

2 

455 

109 

Conclusion, 

9.  Prince  Edward  Island  still  holds  aloof  from  the  union  of  the 
North  American  Provinces,  the  proposals  made  by  the  Goverament 
of  Canada  in  1869,  commonly  known  as  the  *'  better  terms,"  having 
been  rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  the  local  Legislature.  I  am, 
however,  disposed  to  think  that  Confederation  is  now  only  a  question 
of  time,  and  that  the  people  (without  whose  spontaneous  acqui- 
escence it  is,  I  admit,  impossible  that  the  union  can  ever  be  success- 
fully effected)  will  eventually  see  that  their  best  interests  would  be 
promoted  by  the  change.  '*That  in  time  of  war  or  tumult  the 
**  armed  force  of  the  British  North  American  Provinces  should  be  one, 
"  under  one  supreme  command  ;  that  in  time  of  peace  their  commerce, 
"  their  post,  their  great  lines  of  communication,  and,  with  due  regard 
"  to  local  usage,  their  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  should  be  governed 
**  by  the  same  rules ;  that  an  extended  public  opinion  should  be 
'*  brought  to  bear  on  the  settlement  of  narrow  local  controversies ;  and 
"  that  the  affairs  of  British  North  America  should  be  administered 
"  by  a  combination  of  the  ablest  men  whom  it  can  furnish  "  * — are 
benefits  so  indisputable,  and  so  permanent  in  their  character  as  to 
render  it  diflScult  to  believe  that  Prince  Edward  Island  will  long 
permit  any  surmountable  obstacles  to  interfere  with  their  full  attain- 
ment. Adverting  to  the  question  of  Confederation,  Sir  Charles 
Adderley,  in  his  *  Review  of  Earl  Grey's  Colonial  Policy,'  remarks, 
•*  A  combined  revenue  will  command  ^reat  credit,  while  adding  to 
**  itself  by  greater  economy;"  and  this,  too,  is  an  argument  the 
weight  of  which  will  sooner  or  later  be  appreciated. 

10.  This  report  embraces  many  subjects  not  included  in  the  Blue 
Book.  Its  accuracy  may,  I  think,  be  relied  on,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
found  useful  as  a  record  from  which  to  mark  the  future  progress  of 
the  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        William  Robinson, 
Lt.-Govemor. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley, 
&c.      &c.      &c. 

*  Earl  of  Oamarvou  to  Lieut.-Goyemor  Dundas  19th  January,  1867. 
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N'-^^""-  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


No.  8. 


No.  3. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Goveraor  Umb,  C.R,  ho  TTic  EiiL 

OF  Ejmbeblet. 
(No.  88.) 

.  GoTemment  House,  NewfoundlaDd, 
My  LoBd,  December  5, 1871. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue  Book, 
iu  duplicate,  of  Newfoundland,  for  the  year  1870,  to  which  I  have 
appended  observations  on  the  different  heads  therein  enumerated 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  past  year  may  be  looked 
upon  a^  one  of  gteat  prosperity  in  this  Colony,  and  that  the  st^  of 
her  afikirs  has  improved  considerably  during  the  past  three  yeam 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)         SnaPHEn  J.  HHOm, 

&C.      Ac      &c. 


1.  Taose$,  Dutie$,  and  other  Sources  of  Revenue. 

No  special  changes,  except  a  slight  reduction  in  duties  on  floor  and 
bread,  have  taken  place  in  the  year  1870.  An  import  tax  is  the  only 
duty  levied,  with  the  exception  of  light  dues,  which  are  collected 
under  the  authority  of  an  Act,  18  and  19  Vict.,  cap.  5.  There  are 
no  export  duties  in  force  in  the  Colony. 

2.  Fees. 

I'he  fees  payable  under  certain  circumstances  to  the  public  officers 
were  established  prior  to  the  introduction  of  a  Lc^elature  into  the 
Colony,  fend  have  since  undei^one  no  alteration.  Fees  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  are  similar  to  those  prescribed  for  Courts  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  abroad. 

8.  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  for  the  past  year,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  of 
10,0007.  taxes  on  flour  and  bread,  was  greater  than  that  of  any  former 
year,  having  reached  the  large  sum  of  183,2897.  13s.  lid.  British 
sterling.  This  great  increase  in  the  revenue,  as  compared  with  several 
years  prior  to  18&9,  was  owed  almost  altogether  to  the  good  seal  and 
cod  fisheries,  which  saved  the  bulk  of  the  population  from  poverty,  and 
provided  them  with  means  to  supply  themselves  with  -a  stock  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  demand  for  articles  of  food,  and  especially 
for  items  under  the  head  of  "  dry  goods,"  was  very  great,  and  conse- 
quently swelled  the  revenue  to  an  extent  whldi  those  conversant  with 
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the  affairs  of  Newfoundland  could  not  have  anticipated.     The  expen-    W^cirD- 
diture  of  the  year  amounted  to  147,844Z.  6s.  7^^?.  sterling,  somewhat  ^^' 

in  excess  of  the  usual  estimate.  There  is  exhibited  an  extraordinary 
charge  of  nearly  8,000Z.  for  repj^iring  damage  caused  by  destructive 
fires  which  raged  in  the  woods  during  the  summer  months,  and  by 
extensive  floods,  which,  in  the  month  of  September,  carried  away 
bridges  and  rendered  roads  impassable,  and  necessitated  a  large  out- 
lay. But  for  this  'imexj^cted  demand  on  the  public  funds,  the  ekpeh- 
ditui'e  for  the  ^ear  1870  woutd  have  differed  but  little  from  that  of 
former  years.  1  do  not  observe  under  the  foregoing  h6ad  any  other 
points  which  call  for  particular  comment. 

4.  Comparative  Yearly  IStaiements  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure.^  j 

As  compared  widi  the  year  1869,  the  Customs  revenue  Ifot*  1870 
shows  a  large  increase,  and  a  slight  excess  in  the  light  dues  is  per- 
ceptible* The  balance  of  the  floating  debt,  Vii.  16,600Z.,  has  been 
paid,  and  notwitlistantKhg  an  increase  in  the  expenditure,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  the  item  alluded  to  under  the  preceaing  head,  a  consider- 
able surplus  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  lYeasu^  al  the  ^d  of  the 
past  year. 

5.  Local  Bev&nU^. 

There  is  no  rnunicipial  or  other  body  authorized  to  raise  arid  apprd- 
priate  any  local  revenue  except  under  the  control  of  the  Governor  in 
Council,  und^  Acts  for  the  introduction  of  water  into  St  John's,  and 
provision  for  sewage  therein ;  special  provision  is  made  for  payment  of 
ttese  services  "by  local  rates  and  assessments  on  ground  rents  and  other 
rdal  property,  and  these  are  fixed  by  the  Government. 

6.  Public  Dill. 

Hie  debt  of  the  Coloiiy  amounted  to  $1,162,818-08  at  the  ^nd  of 
the  past  year.  That  poitidn  of  it  Which  fell  due  in  the  year  in  qu^- 
tion  Was  paid  off.  Of  the  total  amount  of  the  public  deT)t  a  sum  of 
S318,30z*22  has  heeh  under  several  Acts  consolIdat^6d ;  a  sum  of 
$1,685-88  is  the  amount  of  unpaid  debentures  issued  urider  Act  25  Vict., 
cap.  3,  for  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by  election  riots  in  cei*tain 
districts,  and  payable  out  of  future  road  grants;  and  the  balance  of 
the  Colonial  debt,  amounting  to  $842,929  *  98,  is  repayable  in  various 
years  from  1871  to  1892. 

I^iere  is  a  large  portion  of  the  public  debt,  viz.  |317,733-70  fall- 
ing due  in  1873,  which  will  have  to  be  paid  by*^  new  loan  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.  This  loan  will  in  all  probability  be 
feadily  taken  up.  I,  however,  think  that  the  holders  of  the  presetit 
debentures  of  the  sum  in  question  will  be  glad  to  renew  them  for  a 
further  term  of  twenty  yeart.  1  may  here  remark  that  kll  the  deben- 
tures issued  for  the  public  debt  6f  this  Colony  are  held  solely  by  tic 
people  of  Newfoundland. 

.The  total  debt  I  do  not  consider  lar^e,  te  the  revenue  hoy  averages 
]^.(lb,000  annually,  fend  as  that  ahioqtft  |)ays  all  the  current  expenses 
"aa  the  interest  of  the  public  4ebt,  leaviiig  k  bahtncfe  f6t  iinprove- 
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Niwfoinn>*    ments,  the  financial  aflfain  of  Newfoundland  may  therefore  be  con- 
''^"^        sidered  in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition. 

7.  MUUary  Expenditure. 

The  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  Colony  during  the  past  year. 
The  cost  of  the  carrison  recently  stationed  at  St  John's  was  defrayed 
from  Imperial  funds.  There  is  no  militia  (orce  in  existence  in 
Newfoundland)  and  although  some  companies  of  Rifle  Volunteers 
were  formed  when  the  morement  was  first  agitated  in  England,  all 
interest  in  their  perpetuity  seems  to  have  disappeared. 

8.  PiMie  Works. 

A  lighthouse,  since  completed,  was  in  course  of  construction  at 
Ferryland  Head  during  the  year  1870. 

The  light  was  eidiimted  for  the  first  time  on  the  1st  October,  1871. 
It  is  a  white  light  of  the  third  order,  burning  on  a  brick  tower  200 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  visible  in  favourable  weather  16  nauti- 
cal miles.  The  lighthouse  is  situated  in  latitude  47°  0'  58*  N.,  and 
longitude  52^  51'  7"  W.  The  tower  is  built  of  red  bricks.  Tlie 
keeper's  dwelling  detached  from  the  tower  is  painted  white  and  the 
root  red.  Since  the  exhibition  of  this  light  commanders  of  vessek 
report  it  as  most  brilliant,  being  visible  at  a  distance  of  nearly  18 
miles. 

9.  Legidatum. — Xairs,  Prodamattons^  &c. 

Thirteen  Ordinances  were  passed  by  the  local  Legislature  during  the 
year  1870.  These  Acts  were  transmitted  to  England  on  the  5th  July 
of  the  same  year,  with  the  usual  report  from  the  Crown  Law  OflScer ; 
having  received  Her  Majesty's  sanction,  and  not  being  of  UDtsual 
character,  require  now  no  special  comment  Proclamations  and 
Orders  in  Council  received  fit)m  the  Colonial  Office,  which  required 
promulgation,  were  published  in  the  ^  Royal  Gazette,'  and  all  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  laws  of  neutrahty  in  reference  to  the  hos- 
tilities which  had  broken  out  between  France  and  Prussa,  receiTed, 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  the  widest  publicity. 

10.  Poltiical  Franchise. 

Occupation  of  a  dwelling  house  as  owner  or  tenant  for  two  years 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  election  is  the  qualification  neces- 
sary for  a  voter  in  this  Colony.  The  qualification  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  is  defined  by  the  Imperial  Statute,  5  &  6  Vict, 
c.  120,  s.  1,  and  is  as  follows:— ''A  net  annual  income  arising  from 
"  any  source  whatever  of  lOOL,  or  the  possession  of  property  dear  of 
*^  all  incumbrances  exceeding  500/.  in  amount  or  value." 

The  Statute  also  enacts  that  any  person  wishins  to  be  put  in  nomi- 
nation as  a  candidate  must  have  occupied  a  dwelling  house  as  owner 
or  tenant  thereof  for  the  period  of  two  years  next  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  election.    The  constitution  granted  to  the  Island 
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in  1832  established  nine  electoral  districts,  returning  fifteen  members,     Newpound- 
but  by  local  Act  of  Victoria  cap.  3,  Burgeo  and  La  Poile  were  consti-        ^;^* 
tuted  one  electoral  district,  and  total  number  of  members  increased 
to  thirty. 

11.  CowncUs  and  Assembly. 

On  the  14th  February,  1870,  a  new  Government,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Charles  Fox  Bennett,  M^as  formed,  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing members,  viz. : — Mr.  Charles  Fox  Bennett,  Premier,  Mr.  James 
S.  Clift,  Mr.  Thomas  Talbot,  Mr.  Thomas  Glen,  Mr.  Henry  Renouf, 
Mr.  Joseph  J.  Little,  and  Mr.  Robert  Alsop. 

Mr.  Chft  was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  the  other 
gentlemen  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Mr.  Talbot  was, 
however,  on  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Legislature,  soon  after  the 
formation  of  the  new  Executive  Council,  removed  from  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  the  Upper  Chamber,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Alsop,  who 
having  been  appointed  Colonial  Secretary,  was  rejected  on  appealing 
to  his  constituents. 

The  venerable  President  of  the  Legislative  Council,  Mr.  Lawrence 
O'Brien,  died  in  the  month  of  April,  1870,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Edward  Morris,  senior  member  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Augustus  Har- 
vey, Mr.  Robert  Thorbum,  Mr.  Thomas  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Alsop  were  appointed  members  of  this  Council  during  the  year. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  few  changes  occurred.  Mr.  Lewis 
Tessier  was  elected  for  the  district  of  St.  John's  West,  without  oppo- 
sition, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Henry  Renouf,  who  at  the  general  election 
of  November  1869  had  been  elected  for  two  districts.  On  appealing 
to  his  constituents,  Mr.  R.  Alsop  was  defeated  by  Mr.  John  Warren 
for  the  district  of  Trinity  Bay.  No  further  changes  of  note  took 
place  in  the  foregoing  bodies  during  the  year  1870. 

12.  OivU  Establishment. 

Few  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  above  establishment  The 
officials  of  the  Colony  perform  their  duties  with  zeal  and  ability,  and 
are  in  many  cases  inaaequately  remunerated  for  the  performance  of 
arduous  labours.  The  Government,  although  most  anxious  to  bestow 
ample  salaries  on  their  officers,  are  oblige^  owing  to  the  precarious 
revenue,  to  curtail  the  public  expenditure  as  much  as  possible. 

13.  Officers  who  have  given  Secv/rity  for  the  Discharge  of  their 

Duties. 

The  Receiver-General  gives  security  for  the  due  performance  of 
his  duties,  under  local  Act  18  &  19  Vict.,  cap.  6  (uniting  offices  of 
Collector  and  Treasurer). 

Customs'  officers  give  security  under  Customs'  Management  Act. 

Sherifife  under  Sheriffs'  Act  (local)  10  Vict,  cap  3.  Cashier  of 
savings  bank,  treasurer,  clerk,  postmaster  and  deputies,  collector  of 
water  rates,  and  shipping  master,  under  the  following  Acts  or  autho- 
rities :«-Act  for  estabUsunent  of  savings  bank ;  by  order  of  Governor 
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Ncwfocwn-  in  Council ;  Act  to  relate  the  inland  post  of  tbo  CoIobj  ;  W«ier 
Company  Act,  22  Vict,  cap.  7;  [and  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  respectively.  Any  other  officers  who  giresecurity  usuaUy  do 
80  before  tne  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 

14.  Pennons. 

On  the  introductioA  oF  Beaponsible  GoYemment  into  this  Coki^,  in 
18^5,  Mr.  E.M.  Archibald, now  British  Consul  at  New  York,  vaoUed 
the  office  of  Attorney-General,  and  was  awarded  a  pemdou.  In  the 
following  year  Mr.  B.  G.  Qarratt  was,  in  consequence  of  certain 
modifications  having  been  e£fected  in  the  office  of  Sheriff,  placed  on 
the  pension  list  A  few  awards  are  ^iven  to  those  who,  from  age  or 
infirmity,  are  unable  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  office,  or  to  persons  who 
have  rendered  service  to  the  Colony.  Annuities  of  the  following 
amounts,  viz.  407.,  307.,  and  30Z.  sterling  respectively  have  l)eeu  con- 
ferred upon  three  widows,  whose  husbands  were  killed  while  engayd 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  The  pension  list  of  Newfoundland 
appears  extremely  moderate. 

15.  JMract  of  Expenditure  Jw  Civil,  Judicial,  BedmaOicol 
EsicMiskmenk,  dte. 

A  sum  of  81,440  is  paid  from  Imnerial  funds  tpwar^a  the  oiaiB- 
tenance  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Establianment  The  expenses  of  the 
other  estabUshm?BtS|  amounting  to  £708,212*77,  &U  on  the  colonial 
exchequer. 

16.  Foreiffn  Ooneuh 

The  following  countries  are  represented  by  Oonsuk  or  Yioa- 
Consuls : — Spain,  the  United  States,  German  Empu^  Sweden  and 
Norway,  Portugal,  France,  Denmark,  and  Italy.  Spanish  vessels, 
and  occasionally  Portuguese  during  the  summer  months,  frequent 
the  ports  of  St.  John  and  Harbour  Grace,  and  the  coast  c^  Labr^or, 
for  Uie  purpose  of  conveying  fish  to  good  markets,  usually  the  We^ 
Indies,  brazil,  Spain,  and  the  Mediterranean.  The  arriyal  of  vessels 
of  other  nations  is  rare.  The  duties  of  the  Consuls,  therefore^  Vith 
the  exception  of  Senor  Blanco,  the  Spanish  Yice-Consid,  s^e  ^tr^noiel  j' 
light 

17.  Population. 

Several  statistics  under  this  head  cannot  be  accurately  or  e\-en 
roughly  ascertained,  owing  to  local  difficulties.  The  interior  of  the 
Island,  supposed  to  f^bound  in  lakes,  called  by  th^  Jn^hit^ts  pon^ 
is  as  yet  unexplored,  and  the  area  tliereo/  in  s<^u^re  ^lile8  unknft^ 
The  population  to  the  square  mile  cannot  th^eforo  b^  computefi* 
The  people  are  disj|)ersed  along  the  coa^^,  ttieir  habitatifl^v^  b?in£L  ^  & 
rule,  built  not  \nore  than  a  pil9  or  twp  froip  the  se^,  except  inthe 
p^jiiin^ula  of  Av^l^'^  where  a  few  villages  and  houses  of  s^^^tex.  iTy 
sc^tf^^ci  her^  ^'^^  t^ere  in  the  interior. 
'   A^t^^^^  ^^  Act  of  the  Leglslatuy^  ?a  Y^^-^  9«H  #,  J^tiding 
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foir  an  anuual  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  was  passed,     Nkwfouhp- 
it  was  found  that  the  frequent  isolation  of  some  of  the  districts*  from         tlf? 
the  seat  of  Government,  and  other  causes,  rendered  the  required 
returns  from  many  localities  unreliable,  and  therefore  us^ess  ff^r 
insertion  in  statistical  tables.    The  MicmacS}  the  only  Indian  tribe  i^i 
this  country,  number  under  200. 

18.  Stavhigs  Banks,  Friendh/  Societies^  Immigrards  and 
Emigrants,  dtc. 

There  is  a  savincs  bank  ixj^  St  Johi^'s,  with  ^  bjcancU  at  Harbour 
Grace  i  bpth  e3tatM\shmenta  ^e  exten^vely  availed  oi  I  ^JxA  na 
institution  in  the  Colony  under  the  head  of  "yriendly  Societies." 
Few  persons  immigrate  to  Newfoundland.  A  large  number  of  female 
servants,  during  the  year  1870,  left  the  Island  for  America,  where, 
attracted  by  the  prospect  of  large  wages  and  other  advantages,  these 
won^^en  hop^d  to  better  ith^iv  ciircuinstan^s.  ^\\\t  (he  pppat^nt  wo^k 
and  ^dgery  es^cicte^  irov^  domestic^  and  the  gi^eat  co^i  oi  living  9^ 
cojoapared  with  this  country,  soon,  showed  the  overtax^  servant  thfi^t 
her  pew  home  ojffer^d  few,  if  any,  advantfi^ges  over  that  which  she 
had  just  quitted.  I  h^ar  that  several  young  women  have  already 
returned,  and  that  many  others  only  await  a  i^yaurable  ppportupity 
to  le^ye  the  Pnited  States. 

19.  Eccksiastkal  Betv/m. 

The  statistical  points  connected  with  aWe  return  ^^  clearly  given 
in  the  Blue  Book.  With  respect  to  the  clergymen  of  the  various 
religious  denominations,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  those 
gentlemen  who  ipake  so  many  sacrifices  to  further  the  great  wor)^s  of 
religion  and  education.  Notwiths^nding  the  severe  climate  and  the 
attendant  hardships,  the  pastors  of  the  several  creeds  diligently  puimie 
their  respective  avocations  undeterred  by  frequent  periE,  and  some- 
times by  the  untimely  fate  of  one  of  then:  brethren. 

20.  Educatiorif  Newsj^perSy  and  Beviews. 

There  are  perhaps  few  colonies  in  which  the  rudiments  of  an 
elementary  education  are  so  readily  afforded  as  in  Newfoundland. 
The  Government  grants  to  the  various  district  schools  are  liberal,  and 
brii^g  the  attainment  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  accounts,  within  the  easy  reach  of  all  the  poorer  classes. .  As  a 
rule  amongst  the  fishing  population  the  women  are  better  educated 
than  the  men.  This  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  boy,  as 
soon  as  he  is  able  to  handle  an  oar,  is  at  once  employed  by  his  father 
to  l^elp  hin^  tp  manage  his  boat  and  catch  fish,  and  the  important 
jQj^^^  of  the  sou's  education  remains  unheeded. 

T^^r^  ;^e  some   institutions  which  offer  a  good  classical  and 

f  In  80109  of  the  northern  disirlcta  for  several  months  during  the  winter  the 
b|^t)!0,^  are  blocked  Tifith  ;ce,  (^d  the  rcwds,  vrl^cb  QCiu^ely  deserve  the  name, 
impaasftble  from  heavy  enow. 
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NiwForw-  nuLthematical  education,  and  others  which  train,  for  the  Church  of 
^;^*  England  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  candidates  for  the  {Hiest- 
ho<^  of  each  religion.  The  nuns  of  the  latter  faith,  with  praisewcnthy 
disinterestedness,  devote  themselves  to  the  careful  training  of  their 
flock,  and  those  who  can  afford  it  may  receive  an  excellent  education 
from  these  accomplished  ladies.  I  may  add  that  the  convent  school 
at  the  French  Island  of  St  Pierre  is  availed  of  by  some  p^arents  in 
St  John's,  and  in  a  few  instances  persons  of  the  rrotestant  Church 
have  been  tempted  by  the  excellence  of  this  institution  to  confide 
their  daughters  to  the  care  of  its  inmates. 

There  are  several  newspc^rs  published  in  St  John's,  and  one  in 
Harbour  Grace,  but  no  review  or  magazine  of  any  description  has 
yet  been  offered  to  the  public. 

21.  ChinSy  Exchanges^  (£o.,  iSkc. 

The  Act  26  Vict,  cap.  18,  providing  for  the  issue  of  a  local 
coinage,  and  for  keeping  accounts  in  dollars  and  cents.,  was  brought 
into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  1865.  The  local  coins  are  five, 
ten,  twenty,  and  fifty  cent  silver  pieces,  and  two  doUar  or  two  hundred 
cent  cold  pieces  ;  bronze  cent  coins,  are  also  in  circulation.  British 
and  Amencan  gold  and  silver  moneys  are  made  legal  tenders.  The 
doubloon,  the  Peruvian,  Mexican,  and  Spanbh  doling  and  the  several 
divisions  of  such  coins  are  also  made  l^al  tenders.  No  tender  of 
silver  coins  is  valid  to  a  greater  extent,  of  British  and  foreign  coinage, 
than  ten  dollars.  The  greater  part  of  the  trade  of  this  country  b^ng 
effected  by  barter,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  coin  in 
circulation.     It  is  conjectured  to  be  from  80,000/.  to  100,000/. 

There  are  two  banks  established  in  the  Colony,  viz.  "  The  Union 
Bank,"  and  "  The  Commercial  Bank,"  with  a  capital  each  of  50,000/. 
These  establishments  in  the  year  ended  the  31st  May,  1870, 
circulated  respectively  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  126,529/.,  and 
54,309/.  The  directors  of  the  former  bank  during  the  year  in 
question  declared  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent  to  the  holders  of  original 
snares,  and  the  directors  of  the  latter  bank  in  the  same  period 
awarded  their  original  shareholders  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent 

Exchange  in  the  Colony  varies  according  to  circumstances,  and  to 
the  demand  for  bills  to  remit  to  England  in  payment  of  goods,  &c.  da 
imported  into  the  Colony.  It  is  generally  highest  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  demand  is  governed  in  a  great  measure  by  the 
result  of  the  cod  and  spring  seal  fisheries.  If  successful,  remittances 
are  made  chiefly  in  oil,  if  otherwise,  bills  of  exchange  are  remitted. 

22.  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  value  of  imports  and  exports  of  this  Colony  in  1870  amounted 
to  $6,655,849  and  |6,230,276  respectively.  The  principal  exports 
are  codfish,  cod  and  seal  oils,  seal  skins,  and  of  late  years  large 

J  quantities  of  copper  ore  have  been  shipped  to  England.  The  demand 
or  this  article  has  been  so  small  during  the  past  year,  that  ser^^ 
cargoes  of  it  still  remain  unsold.  The  imports  comprise  almost  every 
oecessary  and  useful  article. 
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23.  Shipping. 

The  revenue  in  1870  having  been  unprecedentedly  large,  it  is 
almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  and 
entered  was  unusually  great,  liaving  amounted  to  over  300,000  tons. 

24.  Agricultwey  CuUivated  and  Uncultivated  Lands,  Wages,  <&c.,  &o. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that  the  agricultural  capabilities  of 
the  Island  are  extremely  small.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
Newfoundland  will  be  best  able  to  appreciate  the  diflSculty  of  giving 
a  correct  opinion  on  this  point.  Not  only  is  there  no  map  of  the 
interior,  but  no  general  knowledge  of  it  is  to  be  had.  The  few  roads 
which  exbt  (except  those  in  the  peninsula  of  Avalon)  are  made 
along  the  coast,  and  lead  but  from  one  settlement  to  another.  No 
roads  have  yet  been  constructed  towards  the  interior.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  a  somewhat  bold  assertion  to  afiSrm  that  a  country  of 
which  so  little  is  known  can  never  become  an  agricultural  country. 
Those  who  so  assert,  probably  prefer  the  precarious  but  sometimes 
largely  remunerative  pursuit  of  fishing,  to  the  toilsome,  only  mode- 
rately remunerative,  but  less  precarious  occupation  of  husbandry. 
My  experience  of  this  Colony  tends  to  the  belief,  although  its  agri- 
cultural capabilities  are  not  sufficiently  great  to  tempt  settlers  to 
reside  here,  that  fruitful  results  would  be  gathered  by  those  who 
combined  the  pursuits  of  fishing  and  tillage.  Then  if  the  former 
failed  (as  it  very  often  does)  the  latter  would  form  a  slight  support. 
Unquestionably,  if  such  a  combination  of  occupations  were  more 
general  throughout  the  island,  the  fearful  distress  which  always 
follows  a  bad  fehery  would  be  greatly  alleviated.  The  southern  and 
eastern  coasts,  although  presenting  a  bare  and  uninviting  aspect, 
offer  many  desirable  spote  for  cultivation,  while  the  western  snore 
abounds  in  extensive  valleys  rich  with  acres  of  fertile  land. 

The  census  of  the  Colony  does  not  fiimish  the  estimated  acreage 
of  cultivated  and  uncultivated  land,  nor  is  there  any  other  source 
from  whence  it  can  be  procured. 

Female  domestic  servants  receive  about  12Z.  per  annum,  with  board 
and  lodging;  servants  employed  as  cooks  receive  about  24Z.  per 
annum,  wiui  board  and  lod^inff;  tradesmen,  such  as  masons, 
carpenters,  &c.,  &c,  are  paid  about  Is.  per  day ;  and  labourers 
generally  receive  3».  6d.  per  day. 

25.  Manufactures^  MineSj  and  Fisheries. 

Manufactured  goods  are  imported  into  the  Colony  from  Great 
Britain  and  Canada.  A  geological  survey  of  the  Island  is  being 
made.  The  discoveries  in  this  science  tend  to  the  belief  that  the 
country  is  rich  in  mineral  wealth.  A  copper  mine  at  Tilt  Cove,  in 
Notre  Dame  Bay,  has  been  for  the  past  five  years  successfully 
worked,  and  afforded  employment  to  about  200  jjeople.  The  small 
demand  for  copper  in  En^and  has  this  year  necessitated  the  discharge 
of  nearly  two-thirds  of  ^e  miners.  I  have  recently  been  informed 
that  ores  of  nickel  have  been  found  in  considerable  quantities  at  the 
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Kiwiouix).  Tilt  Cove  Mine.  With  respect  to  the  fisheries :  the  catch  of  cod 
^^j^  in  tiie  year  1870  was  the  largest  known  for  many  years,  and  the  seal 
fishery  was  conaderably  above  the  average.  The  quantity  of  dij 
codfish  exported  was  about  1,000,000  quintals,  valued  at  $4,000,000. 
The  consumpticm  of  fish  in  the  Oolony  may  be  estimated  at  from  1^ 
to  2  quintals  per  head  of  the  population  per  annum.  The  exports  of 
cod  and  seal  oils  exceeded  d,000  tons,  estimated  at  $1,470,262. 

86.  Oranis  of  Land. 

The  total  number  of  acres  grated  in  the  Cdony  cannot  be 
coorectly  ascertained,  but  those  under  rent  are  annually  decreasing  in 
number  by  purchasing  in  fee  ample*  The  average  cost  of  land  per 
acre  b  3s. 

27.  OaoU  and  Prisoners. 

There  are  three  prisons  in  the  Colony,  the  chief  of  which  is  the 
St  John's  Penitentiary.  I  have  inspected  tiiis  institution,  and  oonsidsr 
it  an  exceedingly  well-kept  and  well-managed  gaoL  Crime  is  rare 
in  the  Island.  The  firequent  e^ipty  cells  of  the  gaob  bear  apiple 
testimony  to  this  fact. 

28.  HospUah. 

r  The  St  John's  Hospital  has  been*  condemned  aa  unsuitable  for 

e.tients,  and  a  new  buudinff  is  about  to  be  erected.    The  Militaiy 
ospital,  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Colony  on  the  with- 
drawal  of  the  troops,  has  been  utilized. 

29.  Lnnaiic  Asf/lum. 

The  manner  in  which  the  management  of  this  institution  is  con* 
ducted,  is  commendable.  The  building  having  been  found  too  small 
for  the  wants  of  the  community,  the  Legislature  during  the  last 
session  voted  a  sum  to  defray  the  expense  of  an  addition  to  the 
i^ylum.  A  wing  to  the  present  edifice  is  now  in  course  of  oonstruc- 
tioUi  and  will  be  soon  ready  for  the  reception  of  inmates. 

80.  CharUaUe  and  LUefary  Instituiions. 

There  are  several  benevolent  and  charitable  societies  in  St.  John's 
and  Harbour  Grace,  among  which  may  be  named  "Church  of 
**  England  Asylum  for  Widows  and  Orphans,"  "  Benevolent  Irish 
«  Society,"  "St.  John's  Industrial  Society,"  «St  George's  Society," 
"  St  Andrew's  Society,"  "Society  of  St  Vincent  de  Paul,"  "  Dorcas 
'*  Society,"  and  many  others,  whose  object  is  to  mitigate  the  sufierings 
of  the  poor  and  the  afflicted,  and  to  minister  to  the  wants  and 
comforts  of  their  respective  members. 

OonduBioi}.  ' 

In  concluding  my  observations  on  th^  Bl^e  Boq)[  of  Newibupdland 
for  the  year  1870, 1  am  happy  to  rfiiowk  ^t  i^  qwditioo  of  aSain 
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has  con»derabIy  altered  fofr  the  better.  During  the  year  in  question 
Proyidence  has  bestowed  upou  her  excellent  fisheries  and  good  crops. 
The  past  year  may  theretore  be  safely  considered  as  one  of  great 
prosperity  in  this  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Stephen  J.  Hill. 


Newfound- 
land. 


BERMUDA. 


No.  4 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fipom  Governor  Sir  T.  Gorb  Bbownb, 
K.O.M.G.,  C.B.,  to  The  Eabl  of  Kimbbelbt. 
(No.  24.) 
My  Lokd,  Government  House,  Bermuda,  April  3,  1871. 

I  HATS  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year 
ending  Slst  December,  1870. 

2.  The  exports  were  86,756Z.,  against  33,624Z.  in  the  previous 
year,  and  the  imports  232,300?.,  against  212,8117. 

3.  The  expenditure  was  33,3021,  against  32,039Z. ;  but,  in  1870, 
4,7007.  was  borrowed  for  the  Causeway,  against  l,0O0Z.  in  1869.  Eoads 
and  works  cost  1,9437.,  against  1,8287.  in  1869. 

4.  The  revenue  from  rum  shows  a  marked  and  progressive  increase 
fifom  the  year  1865. 

5.  The  only  legislative  Act  requiring  notice  is  that  which  provides 
for  the  sale  of  Devonshire  College  lands,  the  funds  derived  from 
which  are  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  two  schools,  one  for  the  white,  and  the  other  for  the  coloured 
people. 

6.  The  Causeway  is  approaching  completion,  and  is  likely  to  be 
opened  for  traffic  in  a  few  weeks.  It  will  be  of  use  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  will  be  far  more  valuable  to  the  military,  enabling  them  to 
communicate  certainly  and  rapidly  between  St  George's  and  the 
fortifications  round  Hamilton,  instead  of  being  dependent  on  the 
precarious  services  of  a  ferry-boat,  not  available  m  stormy  weather. 

7.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  observe  that,  though  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  Bermuda  is  not  eaual  to  that  of  some  other  colonies, 
the  amount  of  poverty  is  very  small  in  comparison  with  that  of  most 
other  countries,  and  the  people  generally  are  remarkably  happy  and 
contented. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberiey,  (Signed)        T.  Gore  Browne.    ' 

&C.         &G.         &C. 


d2 


Bermuda. 
No.  4. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


No.  5.  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Musobavb  to  The 
Eabl  of  Edcbeblet. 

(No.  66.)  Government  House,  British  Ccdumbia, 

Mr  Lord,  June  21,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 

Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870,  accompanied  by  a  short  oom- 

^5  \8rn-  mentary  upon  these  statistics  prepared  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

jane_^i-i        jy^^  Hankin's  report  relieves  me  from  the  necessity  of  remarking 

upon  matters  of  detail. 

2.  The  year  to  which  these  returns  refer  was  a  period  of  tran^tion, 
during  which  le^slation  and  all  departments  of  puUic  affairs  were 
more  or  less  [aflScted  by  the  negotiations  then  in  progress  for  the 
union  of  British  Columbia  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  It  seemed 
generally  undesirable  to  initiate  any  modification  of  existing  amaze- 
ments which  might  again  require  reconsideration  on  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  greater  contemplated  change.  But,  although  some 
injurious  effect  upon  trade  majr  have  been  produced  by  unoertuntj 
as  to  the  result  of  the  negociations  which  were  proceeding,  and  the 
possible  change  to  the  Canadian  tariff,  the  year  was  fairly  prosperous 
in  respect  of  the  material  interests  of  the  Colony.  The  explanation 
of  the  diminution  of  import  duties  is  to  be  found  quite  as  much  in 
the  increased  production  of  articles  of  food  and  general  consumpUon 
within  our  own  borders,  as  in  diminished  consumption  of  imported 
merchandise. 

3.  Indeed,  agriculture,  stock  raising,  and  the  minor  operations  of 
husbandry,  have  been  much  and  successfully  extended,  both  on  the 
mainland  and  on  Vancouver  Island;  and  applications  for  land  for 
settlement  have  been  numerous. 

4.  The  older  gold-fields  at  Cariboo  and  Eootenay  are  still  pro- 
ductive, and  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of  miners,  who 
conduct  their  enterprises  upon  more  scientific  systems  than  are  found 
in  ^'  placer  digging."  Although  the  results  may  not  be  so  brilliant 
and  attractive  as  in  newer  localities,  they  sufficiently  reward  steady 
and  intelligent  industry.  But  during  the  year  reports  were  received 
of  the  discovery  of  "  placer  diggings  "  on  the  Findlay,  Grermansen, 
and  other  creeks  or  streams,  tributaries  of  Peace  Biver,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Colony.  The  first  intelligence  was  viewed  with 
some  degree  of  doubt,  as  many  such  previous  reports  had  been  found 
to  cause  disappointment ;  but  there  now  seems  little  reason  to  question 
that  gold  deposits  have  been  found  in  the  region  of  Peace .  Kiver 
which  have  richly  rewarded  the  first  seekers,  and  bid  fair  to  be  as 
productive  as  the  Cariboo  district  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Colony. 
A  large  influx  of  minbg  population  has  been  drawn  by  the  news 
from  tne  neighbouring  states  and  territories,  who  are  proceeding  to 
these  mine&  Trade  h^  been  stimulated,  and  all  branches  of  industry 
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bave  received  an  impetus.      The  local  GoTernment  has  endeavoured     f^®"''^* 
to  facilitate  communication  with  the  Omineca  district,  as  it  is  now         '^^^"^^' 
called,  and  I  have  sent  Mr.  O'Eeilly,  the  Chief  Gold  Commissioner, 
who  is  an  experienced  magistrate,  to  that  place,  to  administer  justice 
and  ensure  order,  with  instructions  to  report  fully  upon  the  prospects 
which  are  aflForded,  and  the  condition  of  the  raining  camps. 

5.  Benewed  eflFort  is  being  made  by  several  companies  to  further 
develop  the  rich  deposits  of  coal  which  Vancouver  Island  undoubtedly 
possesses,  and  I  believe  that  in  a  short  time  many  new  mines  will  be 
in  successful  operation.  One  at  least  of  the  seams  it  is  proposed  to 
work  produces  coal  of  quality  superior  to  that  hitherto  generally 
found,  being  in  value  for  steam  purposes  about  midway  between 
Scotch  and  Welsh  coal. 

6.  Upon  the  whole,  your  Lordship  will  see  that  the  Colony  is 
makingpro^ess,  and  will  enter  upon  its  new  position  as  a  Province 
of  the  Dominion  with  a  bright  promise  for  tne  future.  Under  the 
arrangements  for  union,  the  condition  of  the  finances  will  be  much 
improved.  The  public  debt  will  be  assumed  by  Canada,  and  the 
local  revenue  will  be  no  longer  aflFected  by  fluctuations  in  the  receipts 
from  Customs  duties ;  while  funds  provided  by  the  subsidies  agreed 
upon,  and  from  other  sources  of  income,  should  be  amnly  suflScient 
for  lessened  local  requirements  when  relieved  of  the  cnarges  to  be 
borne  by  the  Federal  Administration.  I  have  little  doubt  tnat  immi- 
gration, which  is  much  desired,  will  be  caused,  at  least  to  some  limited 
extent,  by  the  impending  changes,  and  the  attraction  aflbrded  by 
employment  which  may  oe  obtained  on  the  works  to  be  soon  com- 
menced for  the  construction  of  the  proposed  railway.  Already  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  the  value  ot  property  has  increased,  and  new 
spirit  has  been  largely  infused  into  all  branches  of  business  under- 
takings. On  reUnquishing  the  administration  of  the  Government 
after  the  union  is  completed,  as  will  soon  be  the  case,  I  shall  do  so  in 
the  belief,  as  well  as  the  hope,  that  the  progress  of  this  magnificent 
Province,  in  prosperity  and  importance,  will  be  both  rapid  and  con- 
tinuous. ~     J 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        A.  Musgrave.   ] 

&c,      &c.      &c. 


The  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  Governor."^ 

Colonial  Secretary's  OflBce,  British  Columbia, 
Sib,  June  15, 1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  Annual 
Blue  Book  for  tiie  year  1870,  appending  a  few  remarks  for  your 
Elxcellency's  information. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditv^re,  ] 

»  The  total  revenue  for  1870  amounted  to  $494,351,  while  that  of 
1869  was  $530,470,  thereby  indicating  a  decrease  of  revenue  for  the 
year  1870  of  $36,123. 
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Bbttub  This  decrease  has  arisen  from  a  falling  off  in  the  rerenne  derired 

CoLTMBiA.     |fp„j  ^g  foUowinff  heads,  vi«. : — Customs,  port  dues,  road  tolls,  excise 

duties,  rents  exdusive  of   land,  free  miners*  certificates,  sale  ot 

GoTemment  property,  reimbursements  in  aid  of  etpenses  incurred 

by  the  Government*  and  miscellaneous  receipts. 
A  decrease  is  £^wn  in  the  import  duties  of  $80,549,  and  there  is 

but  little  doubt  it  may  be  attributed  to  a  connderable  extent  to  the 

anticipated  introduction  of  the  Canadian  tariff. 

PMioDebt. 

No  decrease  appears  in  the  public  debt ;  tiie  whole  of  die  liabilities 
of  the  Colony  will  be  taken  over  by  the  Dominion  of  Oaaada  on 
confederatioiu 

Public  Works. 

No  public  works  of  any  importance  have  been  undertaken  m  the 
year  1870,  further  than  the  construction  of  the  telegraph  line  thm 
fSehome  to  Tale,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and  repairs  to  the  telegraph  line 
to  Cariboo,  at  a  cost  of  |7,000,  together  witn  the  general  repairs  to 
the  roads  throughout  the  Colony,  which  was  effected  at  a  cost  of 
about  $63,267. 

Legislation. 

Eighteen  Ordinances  were  passed  in  the  session  of  1870 ;  of  the 
majority  of  these  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  even  repeat  the  titles, 
as  they  have  been  already  reported  on  by  your  Excellency  to  U)e 
Secretary  of  State.  There  were  the  usual  Appropriation  Acts,  and  of 
the  remainder  among  the  most  worthy  of  note  would  appear  **  An 
"  Ordmance  to  create  a  frurther  Duty  of  Customs^,"  •*The  Courts 
**  Merger  Ordinance,**  **The  County  Courts  Amendment  Ordinance," 
"  The  Land  Registry  Ordinance,"  and  **  The  Land  Ordinance."  The 
Customs  Amendment  Ordinance  was  introduced  by  the  Govemmetnt 
for  a  specific  purpose,  viz.  for  the  support  of  the  interior  telegraphic 
communication  on  the  mainland,  and  confers  on  the  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms the  power  of  collecting  an  additional  tax  of  50  cents  a  gaUon  on 
spirits. 

The  Courts  Merger  Ordinance  was  introduced  by  the  Government 
on  the  resignation  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  of  Vancouver  Islaiid,  and 
provides  for  the  merging  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  mainland  and 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vancouver  Island,  into  the  Supreme  Court  of 
British  Columbia,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  Regbtrar  and  Deputy- 
Registrar. 

The  County  Courts  Amendment  Ordinance  provides  for  removing 
claims  over  10/.  to  Superior  Courts,  and  gives  powers  of  Ccmntjr  Court 
Judges  to  Judges  of  Superior  Courts. 

The  Land  Registry  Ordinance  provides  for  the  registration  of  tides 
to  land  throughout  the  Colony,  protection  of  trust  estates,  and  trans- 
fer of  reffistered  estates. 

The  Land  Ordinance  relates  to  the  disposal  and  regulation  at  the 
Crown  Lands  of  the  Colony,  and  repeals  certain  former  Acts  relative 
to  the  same.    This  was  an  important  Act,  and  was  much  needed,  ill 
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order  to  put  an  end  to  the  Icfn^-continued  conflict  of  regulations  which       British 
had  heretofore  existed  respecting  the  mode  of  purchasmg  and  other-     Columbia. 
wise  acquiring  land  in  the  Colony  du*ect  from  the  Crown. 

Edtuxdion. 

The  public  schools  of  the  Colony  are  established  and  conducted 
under  tne  provisions  of  the  Common  School  Ordinances  of  1869  and 
1870,  by  wnich,  on  a  petition  to  the  Governor  in  Council,  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  residents  in  any  district,  an  appropriation  of  $480  is 
made  out  of  the  moneys  voted  by  the  Legislature  for  educational  pur- 
poses towards  the  salary  of  a  teacher.  Special  grants  are  also  made 
towards  the  erection,  or  renting,  and  furnishing  of  school  premises. 
As  a  general  rule  one  half  of  the  expenses  are  defrayed  out  of  the 
public  revenue,  the  other  half  being  raised  by  local  exertions. 

Power  is  riven  to  the  residents  to  meet  the  sums  required,  either  by 
levying  a  poU  tax  of  $2  per  annum,  or  by  tuition  fees  of  $2  per  month, 
or  bv  voluntary  subscription. 

The  principle  of  the  system  is  the  aflFording  of  help  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  those  who  are  willing  to  help  themselves.  It  rests  with  the 
people  themselves  to  take  advantage,  or  not,  of  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law ;  and  although  the  Act  has  been  in  operation  only  two 
years,  there  is  now  (1871)  hardly  a  settlement  in  the  Colony  without 
its  sdiool. 

As  regards  religious  teaching  the  schools  are  strictly  non-sectarian, 
or  rather  non-denominational.  The  Christian  religion  is  acknow- 
ledged as  the  foundation  of  the  system,  and  general  rules  and  regula- 
tions have  been  drawn  up,  wherein  it  is  recommended  that  each  school 
be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer,  a  form  of  which  is  provided.  The 
I^ras  Prayer  and  Ten  Commandments  are  also  to  be  repeated  at 
least  once  a  week,  but  the  attendance  at  these  rehgious  exerdises  is 
entirelj  voluntary.  The  so-called  "  Religious  difficmty"  has  not  yet 
made  its  appearance,  nor  is  it  likely  to  do  so,  except  upon  a  change  of 
the  system. 

The  amount  voted  for  educational  purposes  for  the  year  1870  was 
^10,000.  The  number  of  schools  in  operation  during  the  year  1870 
was  16 ;  the  number  of  children  on  the  register  was  510. 

The  text-books  recommended  to  be  used  are  those  of  the  Canadian 
school  series. 

The  schools  are  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector-General, 
assisted  by  a  local  inspector,  the  duties  being  performed  by  officers  of 
the  Government  without  remuneration. 

The  system  is  very  well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  a  small 
Colony,  but  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  shortly  remodelled,  and 
brought  more  into  accord  with  the  Upper  Canadian  system  of  educa- 
tion. 

8(mng$Bank 

"    The  savinfi;s  bank  established  in  June,  1869,  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. The  head  office  is  in  Victoria,  and  branch  offices  are  established 
at  Nanaimo,  New  Westminster,  Yale,  and  Cariboa 
The  offices  are  under  the  tnanagemetit  of  the  magistrates,  who  con- 
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Bbiti^h  duct  the  business  of  the  office  without  remuneratioiL  The  rate  of 
Columbia,  interest  paid  by  the  Government  to  the  Commismoners  is  6  per  cent 
per  annum,  and  the  depositors  receiye  from  the  Commis^oners  5  per 
cent  The  balance  ot  1  per  cent  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners 
provides  stationery,  &C.,  and  covers  the  working  expenses  of  the  oflice. 
At  the  close  of  1870  the  Commissioners  had  invested  with  the  Govern- 
ment $79,000,  which,  considering  the  general  depression  of  trade, 
may  be  allowed  to  speak  well  for  the  provident  iutbits  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Foreign  CoruuU. 

The  United  States  of  America,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  North  Ger- 
man Confederation,  are  the  only  countries  represented  by  Consuls  at 
thb  port 

Pennons. 

The  total  expenditure  on  this  account  was  $2,9  LO,  $2,425  bdng 
paid  to  Mr.  Cameron,  retired  Chief  Justice  of  Vancouver  Island,  aud 
$485  to  Mrs.  Ogilvy,  whose  husband  was  killed  while  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

Goods  to  the  value  of  $1,608,636  were  imported  in  1870,  as  against 
|1,776,622  in  1869,  showing  a  deficiency  in  1870  of  $167,985. 
There  is  but  little  doubt  that  trade  has  declined,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  must  be  remembered^  that  a  larger  amount  of  home-grown 

!)roduce  is  yearly  being  raised  in  the  Colony,  which  naturally  at  first 
eads  to  a  decrease  in  the  imports. 

Exports. 

Value  of  the  exports  in  1870  was  $511,847,  while  in  1869  it  was 
$719,203,  showing  a  falling  off  in  1870  of  $207,356. 

r  Mining. 

The  amount  of  gold  exported  for  1870  by  the  banks  is  as  follows  :— 

% 

Bank  of  British  North  America  -  -  830,120 
Bank  of  British  Columbia  -  -  -  423.482 
Wells,  Fargo,  and  Co.  -        -        -        264,168 


Total gl, 027, 770 

In  addition  to  this,  a  large  amount  is  always  exported  by  private 
hands,  a  correct  estimate  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  obtain.  "  Ger- 
mansen  Creek,"  in  the  Omineca  district,  which  was  only  discovered 
in  1869,  is  likely  to  prove  a  richgold  field.  A  considerable  "  rush" 
has  already  taken  place  there.  Tne  late  reports  are  of  a  most  favour- 
able character,  ana  a  magistrate  has  now  been  sent  to  the  district  to 
report  officially  on  the  prospects  of  this  new  mining  region. 
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The  Cariboo  mines  are  still  beinff  steadily  worked  with  fair  results,       British 
and  many  of  the  old  creeks  that  have  been  latterly  diminishing  in     Columbia. 
importance,  have  been  re-worked  and  found  still  to  yield  good 

In  the  Sillooet,  Clinton,  and  Yale  District  there  are  a  great  many 
Chinese  miners,  who  work  with  rockers,  and  are  satisfied  with  the 
small  pay  they  find  in  return  for  their  labour. 

The  !(sanaimo  coal  mines  are  still  progressing  favourably,  and  have 
been  advantageously  worked  during  tne  past  year.  The  yield  of  coal 
for  exportation  has  been  about  30,000  tons.  The  price  of  coal  at  the 
pit's  mouth  is  $6  per  ton. 

Police  and  Oach. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  prisons  at  Victoria 
and  New  Westminster,  except  it  be  that  a  temporary  lunatic  asylum 
for  females  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  Victoria  prison,  under  the  charge 
of  a  female  keeper,  and  made  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  would 
permit.  The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  generally  good.  Syphilis 
and  pulmonary  consumption  appear  to  be  most  prevalent,  and  the 
latter  disease  generally  seems  to  mark  for  its  victims  Indians  who  are 
sentenced  to  remain  for  a  long  period  in  prison. 

The  gaol  is  under  the  supervision  of  tne  Police  Magistrate,  but  is 
a  badly-constructed  building,  and  small  for  the  number  of  prisoners. 
There  is  no  sick  ward,  and  one  of  the  cells  is  obliged  to  be  utilized 
for  that  piu*pose. 

Population. 

The  population  as  taken  fi-om  the  magisterial  returns  is  10,1G5, 
exclufflve  of  natives,  viz.  5,945  males  and  2,872  females,  and  1,548 
Chinese.  The  native  population  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  from 
40,000  to  50,000.  The  white  and  coloured  population  show  an  in- 
crease of  about  00*  84  per  cent  The  native  population  (as  is  usually 
the  case  with  the  march  of  civilization)  is  decidedly  on  the 
decrease. 

In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  would  draw  attention  to  our  fisheries, 
about  the  value  of  which  a  great  deal  has  often  been  said,  and  very 
little  been  done.  The  salmon  which  abounds  in  the  Fraser  River  and 
on  our  coasts  is  second  in  quality  to  none,  and  it  is  surprising  that  ere 
this  it  has  not  been  more  exported.  Now,  however,  an  enterprising 
firm  has  established  a  business  on  the  Fraser  River,  and  has  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  a  house  in  London  for  supplying  them  with 
Fraser  River  salmon  in  tins. 

The  Oolachan,  smelt,  herring,  rock  cod,  and  various  other  kinds  of 
fish  abound ;  also  crabs,  prawns,  oysters,  and  several  other  kinds 
of  shell-fish. 

I  have  no  further  remarks  to  make  for  your  Excellency's  informa- 
tion. 

The  probable  future  of  British  Columbia  is  full  of  promise.  Capital 
and  population  will  follow  on  Confederation  with  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  and  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country.  The  rail- 
way which  will  now  certainly  be  built  through  British  temtory,  uniting 
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BnTisR       the  Adantic  with  the  Padfic,  will  be  a  grand  step  in  the  career  of 
OoLFMBiA,     steady  progress,  by  which  Her  Majesty's  dominicms  in  North  Ame- 
rica will  ultimately  be  peopled  by  one  unbroken  chain,  with  a  kyal 
and  industrious  population. 

I  have,  Arc., 
(Signed)       Phillip  J.  Hankin, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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SIERRA  LEONE. 


No.  G.  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Abthue  R  Kknitbdy,  GB^ 
K.C.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  of  Ktmbfbt.ky. 
(No.  170.) 
My  Lord,  Govemment  House,  October  14, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  duplicate  of  the  Blue 
Book  for  1870,  the  original  of  which  was  forwarded  in  a  Despatch 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary,  No.  4,  dated  23rd  April,  1871. 

Tcuses  and  Duties,  ^. 
There  has  not  been  any  alteration  during  the  year. 

Bevenue  and  ExpindUure 

Does  not  call  for  any  remark  beyond  those  contained  in  the  eom- 
parative  statement  at  pages  54-6. 

Fvblio  Debt 
Consists  of  a  number  of  small  sums  held  in  deposit 

MUitary  Expenditure. 
A  considerable  decrease  has  been  effected. 

PvJtllie  WorTcB, 

No  work  of  any  magnitude  has  been  undertaken,  in  consequence  of 
the  amount  necessary  for  repairs  and  alterations. 
The  total  amount  expended  was  4,3967. 

Legidaiion. 
But  little  has  been  done  under  this  head,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a 
Queen's  Advocate. 

Councils  and  AsserntUes. 

All  the  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  the  Le^lative  Assembly 
have  been  filled  up  by  native  merchants,  who  have  aoiuitted  them- 
selves most  creditably.  Many  have  assisted  me  on  various  occasions 
in  special  or  extraordinary  Executive  Councils. 

CKvil  Establishment. 
There  is  nothing  under  this  head  calling  for  special  remark. 

Education. 
The  subject  of  education  has  received  the  careful  attention  of  the 
Le^lative  Council  and  the  Executive ;  liberal  provision  has  been  made. 
Education  generally  has  made  marked  progress  during  the  year. 
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hnfporU  and  Ea^^orts  Sierra 

Leone. 
Continue  to  show  a  state  of  prosperity.  — 

Oaols  and  Prisoners.  \ 

Notwithstanding  several  failures  in  obtaining  an  efficient  gaoler, 
tbere  has  beenffreat  improvement  in  the  management  and  discipline 
in  the  gaoL  Inere  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of 
prisoners  and  convictions  for  petty  crimes,  since  the  treadwheel  and 
shot-drill  have  been  more  liberally  used. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done,  but  there  is  nothing  substantially  to 
be  complained  of. 

Hospitals, 

The  Colonial  Hospital  is  most  carefully  and  creditably  conducted, 
affording  an  immense  amount  of  relief  in  sickness  and  disease. 

Qeneral  BemarJcs. 

The  progress  of  commerce  and  civilization  ^oes  on  steadily  and 
surely.     The  people  are  loyal,  and  obedient  to  the  laws. 

Peace  and  good  feeling  toward  the  British  Government  pervades 
the  surrounding  populations,  and  with  a  better  prospect  of  being 
maintained  than  during  any  former  period  of  West  African  history. 

I  have  in  the  administration  of  my  office  received  efficient  aid 
from  the  public  officers  and  cordial  support  from  all  classes  of  the 
community. 

I  have  &c. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        A.  E.  Kennedy, 

&c.        &c        &c.  Govemor-in-Chief, 


GAMBIA. 


QAlfBTA. 


NaT.  No.  7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Opmoee  ADMiNiSTERiNa  the 
GovEBNUENT  to  Sir  Abothub  E.  Eennbdy,  CB. 
(No.  70.) 
Sib,  Gt)vemment  House,  May  23,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year 
1870,  with  the  following  Report. 

Fees. 

The  system  of  paying  some  of  the  public  officers  partly  by  fees  is 
still  in  force,  but  it  would  be  far  preferable  to  give  a  fixed  salary  and 
cause  the  fees  to  be  paid  into  the  Colonial  Treasury,  especially  in  the 
case  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Courts. 
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Gambia.  BevmuQ  cmd  E^spendi^ire. 

ITie  sonrces  of  reyenue  are  the  same  its  for  the  last  foqr 

The  trade  in  hides^  once  considerable,  has  greatly 
owing  to  cattle  disease  which  prevailed  a  few  years  ago. 

The  amount  of  wax  exported  is  less  by  half  the  quantity. 

The  importation  of  cash  (on  which  there  is  no  du^)  ii^tead  of 
goods  for  the  part  purchase  or  ground  nuts  by  some  of  the  merchants 
IS  detrimental  to  the  reyenue. 

The  ground-nut  crop  for  this  year  has  been  &r  better  than  that  of 
1869,  and  may  be  considered  a  fair  average ;  there  has  been  a  large 
increase  in  the  value  exported  by  38,000/. 

The  quantity  of  raw  cotton  exported  has  also  been  trebled. 

The  revenue  does  not  include  the  Parliamentary  grant  of  1,000/., 
which  ceases  after  this  year. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for 
these  Settlements,  as  furnished  by  the  Treasurer : — 


BETCinTB. 

Customs  .  .  - 
Lioences  -  .  *  -  • 
Rents,  exdosive  of  Land 
Land  Revenue  -  -  - 
Fines,  Forfeitorei,   and 

Foes  of  Court     • 
Miiicellaneous  Receipts  - 
Reimbursementd  in  aid  - 
Sale     of      Gtovemment 

Property  -  -  • 
Auction  Duty  -  -  - 
Postage-  -  -  - 
Advances  to    Heads   of 

Departments  -        •   • 
Deposit  Account    - 
Looal  Improvements 


20,006    3    2 
Balance      in      Colonial 
Cliest,  Jan.  1, 1870     •      1,065  15    9 


£   f. 
15,m  7 
840  0 
576  0 
250  19 

d. 
5 
0 
4 
6 

132  12  7 

194  15  10 

45  U  2 

79  6  3 
46  1  8 
53  17  10 

1,675  16 
254  0 
825  14 

7 
0 
0 

Tbtil 


£21,071  18  11 


£XP1CN  DITUBI. 

Eitablidunents  :— 
Salaries  Fixed    • 

„       Pfovisionsl   • 
Allowances        •       « 

Office  Contingencies  -   • 

Pensions,  Retired  Allow* 
anccs,  Ac  * 

Revenue  Services  ^ex- 
clusive of  Establuh- 
ments)    -        -        -   - 

Administration  of  Jus- 
tice (exclusive  of  Ea- 
tablishments) 

Charitable  Allowances  - 

Education  (exclusive  of 
Establishments)  - 

Hospitals  (exclusive  of 
Establishments)     -   - 

Police  and  C^ls  (ex- 
clusive of  Establish- 
ments)       ... 

Rent 

Transport      ... 

Conveyance  of  Mails  -   • 

Works  and  Buildings     - 

Roads.  Streets,  and 
Briages  -       -       -   - 

Miscellaneous  Services  - 

Aborigines     -        -        - 

Drawbacks  aod  refund 
of  Duties       -       -  - 

Special  Services    - 

B^ittanoes  to  Crown 
Agents  -       -       -   - 

Advances  to  Heads  of 
Departments 

Deposit  Account        -   - 

Local  Improvement 


£  s.  d 
9.121  18  10 
216  8  6 
470  16  10 
119    I  II 

823  19    5 


208  17  9 

207    9  C 

150  19  0 

347  12  7 

458  17  3 


697    5  1 

152  12  9 

209    5  1 

916  13  4 

2,059    7  1 


540    1  3 

233  17  9 

665    7  5 

IQO  18  8 

181    7  7 

2,000    0  0 

1,143  10  0 

105    7  6 

107  11  7 


Balanee     i«     Ookmiftl 
Chest,  Deo.  31, 1370  - 

TotRl    -       • 


20,739   6   8 

832  12   8 

£tl,071  18  11 
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An  increase  of  expenditure  w^  partly  caused  by  the  payments  for 
the  last  quarter  ot  the  year  1870  having  been  made  on  31st 
December,  instead  of  being  carried  on,  as  hitherto,  and  paid  out  of 
the  next  year's  revenue,  so  that  1870  was  charged  with  five  quarters' 
payments.  This  was  dpne  in  order  that,  if  for  the  future  this  system 
18  carried  on,  the  exact  expenditure  can  be  ascertained  for  each  year 
independent  of  the  preceding  one. 

MHUary  Expenditure. 

The  troopp  having  been  withdrawn  in  the  month  of  May,  1870, 
there  exist  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  expenditure  to  that  date. 

Pvhlio  Works. 

The  repairs  to  Government  House  were  completed  and  it  was 
refumishea;  the  other  public  buildings  were  attended  to.  Public 
latrines  were  constructed,  the  sea  embankment  at  Halfdie  repaired. 
New  lamps  and  posts  were  placed  in  Buckle  Street  and  at  the  comers 
of  McCarthy's  Square. 

A  gang  of  convicts,  during  the  intervals  of  tread  wheel  or  shot-drill, 
were  daily  put  to  work  on  the  public  roads. 

A  new  chain  was  supplied  to  haul  tiie  ferry  boat  over  the  Oyster 
CreeL 

Legislature. 

The  usual  Supply  Ordinance  was  enacted,  also  an  Ordinance  amend- 
ing an  Ordinance  relative  to  moiety  of  fines  being  paid  to  constables; 
one  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Requests  from  10/.  to 
50/. ;  another  granting  an  allowance  to  troops  in  lieu  of  remission  of 
Customs  duties  on  goods  imported  for  the  garrison  mess ;  also  one  to 
amend  an  Ordinance  relating  to  promissory  oaths ;  the  Appropriation 
Ordinance  for  the  service  of  the  year  1871 ;  also  an  Ordinance  to  pro- 
vide a  pension  for  Bichard  Pine,  late  Queen's  Advocate  ;  also  an  Act 
of  Indemnity  for  acts  done  by  Colonel  Anton  as  Acting  Administrator 
during  the  period  he  acted  before  receipt  of  commission ;  a  supple- 
ment^ Supply  Ordinance ;  and  one  to  provide  a  pension  for  John 
Campbell,  gaoler. 

Pojfmlaiion. 

As  a  census  was  taken  on  1st  of  April,  1871,  before  the  Blue  Book 
was  completed,  the  population  has  neen  inserted  according  to  the 
number  then  inserted,  it  consists :— 


^Vhltet. 

Oolonredaod 
Black. 

ToUL 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Fenulflt. 

Males. 

Females. 

8t  llbafB,  Baihust        -       * 
Oombo  -       -       -       •       •  • 
Barm  or  Ceded  MUe        «       • 
lI'Carihy'slBluid        •       •  - 

85 
2 

7 

2,085 

2.319 

2,200 

645 

2,452 

2.100 

1,716 

616 

2.120 

2.319 

2,201 

647 

2.459 

2,100 

1,716 

616 

Total     .... 

88 

7 

7,249 

6.884 

7,287 

6,891 

QjJSBU* 


Total  £bf  the  whole  SetUementi^  14,188. 
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Qamku,  Ecdmadieal. 

There  are  three  places  for  Divme  worship  at  Bathurst 

Ist  The  Established  Church. 

2n<L  The  Roman  Catholic  Mi^on,  self-supporting,  with  occasional 
aid  from  the  Sociehr  for  the  Propagation  of  tne  FaiSi  in  France. 

3rd.  VVesleyan  Mission,  supported  by  Wesleyan  Society  in  Eng- 
land. The  latter  has  the  best  attendance,  then  the  Roman  Catholic, 
last  the  Established  Church ;  but  since  the  arriyal  of  the  Rev.  G. 
Nicol,  Colonial  Chaplain,  a  great  improvement  has  taken  place,  owing 
to  his  zeal  and  energy ;  this  gentleman  is  also  exerting  himself  to  im- 
part  religious  instructions  to  uie  Sereres. 

The  Ladies  of  Charity  exercise  a  very  beneficial  influence  in  the 
community  in  taking  care  of  and  teaching  female  children,  and  are 
always  ready  to  attend  a  sick  bed — services  invaluable  in  this  climate, 
where  restoration  to  health  depends,  in  convalescence,  so  much  on 
good  nursing. 

The  Wesleyans  have  also  chapels  at  Newcastle  and  Hamilton 
Town,  which  are  visited  every  other  Sunday  by  the  Superintendent, 
and  a  chapel  at  MK]!arthy's  Island,  with  a  nunister. 

Education. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
the  schools,  of  which  there  are  several,  male  and  female,  at  Bathurst 
for  each  denomination.  I  personally  attended  the  public  examina- 
tions of  each,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  pains  taken  by  the 
masters  and  superintendents  to  mstruct  the  children. 

The  Episcopalian  boys'  school  is  conducted  by  a  schoolmaster 
trained  by  the  Church  Missionary  Society  in  England ;  he  receives  a 
salary  of  60/.  a  year.  The  girls*  school  is  superintended  by  the 
daughter  of  the  Colonial  Chaplain.  The  average  daily  attendance  of 
boys  is  68,  of  girls  22. 

The  Roman  Catholic  boys'  school  is  conducted  by  two  masters, 
trained  lay  brothers,  under  superintendence  of  the  priest  The  eirls' 
school  is  under  the  care  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  The  average  daily 
attendance  of  boys  is  63,  of  girls  43. 

The  Wesleyan  boys'  school  in  Dobson  Street  is  taurfit  by  a  master 
trained  by  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  at  Sierra  Leone,  his  wife 
instructs  the  girls ;  the  whole  is  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Wesleyan  minister.  The  average  daily  attendance  of  boys  is  62,  of 
girls  64. 

The  Wesleyans  have  also  schools  at — 

Barra    -        -        -  average  attendance  of  boys  13,  girls  13. 

BakkowKonko       -  „                „                 25,     „     16. 

Cape  St  Mary's      -  „                „                 15,     „     18. 

McCarthy's  Island  -  *  „               „               32,     „    17. 

These  schools  are  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Wesleyan 
minister,  and  are  conducted  by  trained  teachers,  but  of  no  standard 
of  qualification.  The  school  records  of  the  Wesleyan  Misaon  were 
found,  on  an  unexpected  visit  of  examination  by  me,  to  be  kept  in 
the  most  accurate  manner. 
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There  are  no  schools  (day)  beyond  the  above  in  the  Settlement  Gamma. 

The  Established  Church  and  Wesleyans  have  also  Sunday  Schools,         

which  are  well  attended. 

Each  denomination  is  granted  100/.  by  the  Legislature  in  aid  of 
education^ 

Imports  and  Exports, 

The  value  of  the  imports  has  been  91,996/.  12s.,  viz.  :— 

£  i,  d, 

Frcm  Great  Britain       -        -        -        -  45,463  15  1 

„      British  W.  Indies    -        -        -    -  387  9  9 

„     Leeward  Coast,  including  S.  Loono  13,743  17  9 

„      France 12,962  1  11 

„     United  States  of  America      -        -  4,477  13  0 
„     Windward  Coast,  including  Goreo 

and  Senegal    -        -        .        .  14,961  14  6 


£91,996  12    0 


Showing  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  year  1869,  of  3,080/.  19«.  Id. 
The  amount  of  imports  in  1869  was  94,027/.  lis.  Id. 

Exports. 
The  value  of  the  exports  has  been  142,517/.  15«.  11^/.,  viz. : — 

£  s,   d. 

Produce  and  manufacture  of  the  Colony       -^    184,814    0  10 
British,  foreign,  and  other  colonial  produce 
and  manufacture    .        ^        •        .        ^        8,208  15    1 


£142,517  16  11 


Showing  an  increase^  as  compared  with  the  year  1869,  of  83,205/. 
12».  lOd.    The  amount  in  1869  was  109,812/.  8s.  Id. 
This  is  owing  to  a  larger  ground-nut  crop  this  yean 

Shipping. 

There  has  not  been  much  variation  in  the  number  of  vessels 
arriving  and  clearing  from  Bathurst 
A  slight  increase  nas  taken  place. 

AgricuUure, 

The  cultivation  of  ground  nuts  is  rapidly  extending — koos,  rice, 
guinea  com,  cassada,  are  grown  during  tne  rains  for  native  consump- 
tion ;  cotton  and  indigo  are  also  produced. 

The  fanatical  religious  war  between  Marab6uts  and  Soninkees^  a 
war  d  Voutrancey  renewed  every  year,  is  a  great  drawback  and  hin- 
drance to  trade  and  agriculture. 

To  save  land  carriage,  the  farmers  come  from  the  interior  to  the 
river  board  and  cultivate  the  soil.  This  is  the  time  chosen  for  raids 
on  each  other,  and  often  our  traders,  who  are  there  to  purchase  the 
ground  nuts,  are  plundered. 
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Oavbia.  Manufadwret. 


1 


Native  looms  exist  for  weaving  country  cloths.  There  is  a  small 
steam  factory  for  cleaning  cotton,  shelling  sTound  nuts,  and  making 
oil.  Soda  water  and  lemonade  are  also  made,  but  owing  to  the  bad 
quality  of  the  water,  not  very  successfully. 

The  natives  are  very  skilful  as  goldsmiths. 

The  natives  chiefly  live  upon  rice,  koos,  and  fish ;  the  fidiennen  go 
out  daily  in  small  canoes  and  supply  the  market 

OaoU  and  Pri$(men. 

The  eaol  is  well  ventilated,  and  contains  three  classes  of  boildinga. 
— Ist  Lower  flat  for  the  prisoners'  cells,  upper  story  for  the  debtors 
and  Quarters  for  the  gaoler.  2nd.  The  female  ward  (separate^  with 
one  aay-room  and  quarters  for  the  matron.  3rd.  An  innrmair,  with 
eight  lieds,  the  patients  being  placed  in  the  upper  story  thereof 

Airing  yards  are  attached  to  the  two  former  buildings. 

There  is  a  shed  for  personal  ablutions,  and  water  is  plentifully  sap- 
plied  by  a  well  in  the  yard. 

The  Colonial  Surgeon  visits  the  gaol  daily,  the  Administrator  and 
one  or  more  Justices  weekly.  The  prisoners'  rations  consist  of  one 
pound  of  rice,  half  pound  of  beef  made  into  soup,  half  pound  of  bread, 
salt,  and  they  receive  coffee  and  sugar  before  going  to  work  in  the 
morning.    Tne^  are  well  clothed ;  in  the  dry  weather  they  are  eup- 

Elied  with  a  suit  of  white  duck,  in  the  rainy  season  with  one  suit  of 
lue  serge ;  red  caps.  A  certain  class  prefer  beine  in  gaol,  where 
they  are  better  fed,  clothed,  and  attended  to  than  uey  are  when  at 
large.    They  commit  crime  on  purpose  to  be  sent  to  gaoL    The  only 

Cunishment  they  dislike  or  dread  is  the  treadwheel,  of  which  they 
ave  only  half  an  hour  a  day ;  but  to  avoid  that  some  of  them,  whiM 
the  wheel  is  going  round,  will  hang  by  their  hands  from  the  top  rail, 
not  moving  their  legs  and  feet,  which  are  frequently  bruised,  and 
then  they  are  admitted  to  hospital  for  a  few  days. 

Shot-drill  is  also  of  half  an  hour's  duration  daily;  this  they  also 
dislike. 

But  generally  speaking,  taking  into  consideration  the  whole  popu- 
lation, the  inhabitants  are  well  behaved  and  orderly  ;  petty  theft  and 
larceny  are  the  principal  crimes.  The  daily  average  number  of  pri- 
soners during  the  year  is  about  41. 

Bo$pital. 

There  is  a  very  good  hospital.  A  lar|^  two^toried  building,  well 
kept,  and  ventilated:  the  lower  story  is  distributed  into  kitchen, 
surgery,  dispensary,  and  stores,  a  ward  for  third-dass  patients,  and  a 
ward  for  females  (seldom  used). 

The  upper  story  is  divided  into  quarters  for  the  dispenser,  a  first- 
olass  or  captains'  ward,  and  a  second-class  or  European  sailors'  ward. 
There  are  two  enclosed  lavatories  in  the  upper  ward  and  one  below 
provided  with  galvanized  baths.  There  are  surface  drains  to  carry 
off  the  water  in  the  rainy  season.     The  latrines  are  kept  in  good 
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order,  and  emptied  dail^;  they  adjoin  the  hospital,  which  is  sur-  ^  Gambia. 
rounded  by  a  wall  enclosing  a  large  airing  ground. 

There  is  also  a  large  and  oommodious  bungalow  for  the  reception 
of  pauper  patients.  The  hospital  is  frequently  viuted  by  the  Adminis- 
trator and  the  clergymen  of  the  several  denominations,  and  by  the 
Colonial  Surgeon  twice  a  day  (or  oftener  if  required). 

There  is  no  lunatic  asylum. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Excellency  will  no  doubt  bear  in 
mind  that  I  only  administered  the  Government  of  the  Settlement 
during  the  last  five  months  of  1870. 

I  may  mention  that  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Upper  Eiver,  proceeding 
300  miles  from  Bathurst,  and  100  beyond  McCarthy's  Island,  in 
H.M.S.  *  Growler/  under  command  of  Captain  Vemey,  in  January, 
1871,  the  coolest  season  of  the  year.  I  found  all  the  native  chiefs 
and  kings  friendly  disposed  towards  the  British.  A  brisk  trade  in 
ground  nuts  was  going  on,  and  promised  a  large  crop  for  1871. 

I  have  carefully  watched  over  the  funds  of  the  Colony,  and  lost  no 
opportunity  of  reducing  expenditure,  and  put  in  force  the  greatest 
economy  wherever  practicaole,  and  I  have  no  doubt  at  the  end  of 
1871  a  sensible  increase  will  be  perceptible  in  the  balance  in  the 
Colonial  Treasury  chest 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Henry  Anton, 
Sir  Arthur  E.  Kennedy,  C.B.,  Acting  Administrator. 

&C.      &c.      &c. 


GOLD  COAST.  goldCoast, 

No.  8. 

No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Acting  Administrator  Salmon  to 
Governor  Sir  Arthur  E.  Kennedy,  C.B. 

(No.  114.)  Government  House,  Cape  Coast, 

Sib,  October  19,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  my  report 
on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1870. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)         C-  S.  Salmon, 
Sir  Arthur  E.  Kennedy,  C.B.,  Acting  Administrator. 

&c.        &C.        &C. 

Taoses,  Duties,  and  other  Bources  of  Revenue. 

There  have  been  no  changes  made  under  the  head  of  Duties  since 
the  Convention  with  Holland.  The  introduction  of  the  money-order 
qrstem  between  Cape  Coast  and  the  United  Kingdom  will  cause  a 
small  increase  in  Post-ofiSce  revenue.  No  additional  taxes  have  been 
imposed. 

K  2 
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Fees. 

All  fees  receirable  by  officers  have  been  abolished,  except  certain 
fees  of  Customs  to  be  regulated  by  an  Ordinance  under  consider- 
ation* 

Revenue  and  Expendiitire. 

The  increase  of  revenue  this  year  has  been  very  marked,  due  to 
the  large  importation  of  American  spirits,  which,  next  to  cotton 
eoods,  is  the  principal  article  of  barter,  and  better  supervision  in  the 
Customs  department  The  expenditure  on  the  whole  was  less  than 
was  estimated  for. 


^  Comparative  Yearly  Staiementa  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  increase  in  "  Fines,  Forfeitures,  and  Fees  of  Court "  is  due 
to  a  certain  extent  to  increased  judicial  business,  but  principally  to 
fines  paid  by  certain  chiefs  and  towns.  In  "  Fixed  Salaries "  and 
^  Bent "  the  increase  is  due  to  augmentation  of  salaries  and  new 
offices  created. 

Military  Expenditure. 

The  military  expenditure  of  the  Settlement  has  been  decreased  by 
about  17  per  cent,  under  last  year. 

PuUie  Works. 

The  Colonial  Surveyor  was  appointed  in  July.     The  works  in  pro- 

§•658  were  continued,  and  Abyssinian  wells  sunk  at  Cape  .Coast 
n  account  of  the  nature  of  the  surface  rock,  the  latter  did  not 
succeed  so  well  as  was  anticipated,  but  have  been  of  service  to  the 
natives.  The  thoroughfares  of  Cape  Coast  and  the  Accra  towns 
were  considerably  improved  during  tne  year ;  also  the  market  roads 
to  Cape  Coast. 

Legidaiion. 

Of  the  Ordinances  passed  in  the  year  1870,  the  only  one  calling 
for  special  remark  is  the  Ordinance  No.  3,  which  provides  that  the 
officers  and  men  of  Her  Majesty's  Land  Forces  serving  on  the  Gold 
Coast  shall  receive  a  stipulated  allowance  in  lieu  or  remission  of 
Customs  duties.  The  sum  of  sixpence  a  day  for  each  officer,  and  six- 
pence a  month  for  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  comes 
to  rather  more  in  the  year  than  the  amount  of  duties  received  from 
that  quarter. 

Civil  Estahlidiment. 

Several  additions  to  the  civil  establishment  have  taken  place  this 
year, — the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mercer  as  Colonial  Surveyor,  of  Mr. 
E.  B.  Cole  as  Postmaster,  Cape  Coast,  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Brownell  as 
Inspector  of  Customs  at  out^stations.  The  principal  changes  were  the 
appointment  of  Mn  C.  S#  Salmon  as  Collector  of  Customs,  vice  Mr. 
Simi)son ;  and  of  Colonel  Foster  of  Inspector  of  Police  and  Assistant 
Magistrate,  vice  H.  Kneller,  Esq. 
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Officers  who  have  given  Seeuriiyfor  the  Discharge  of  their  Duties,     Gold  Coast. 

All  officers  in  the  Settlement  ^holding  positions  of  financial  trust 
-    have  ^ven  security  for  an  estimated  amount,  according  to  the  nature 
and  responsibility  of  the  office. 

Becapiivlation  of  the  Estahlishments. 

The  amount,  35,609/.  10s.  4^.,  includes  special  payments  (prin- 
cipally transfer  of  Colonial  money  from  one  chest  or  department  to 
another),  and  remittances  to  Crown  Agents,  amounting  to  16,8677. 
(5s.  7c2.,  the  balance  being  the  actual  money  paid  away. 

Populalicn. 

There  are  no  means  of  obtaining  any  exact  information  with 
respect  to  the  numllers  of  the  people.  Ilie  increase  in  cultivation  as 
a  means  of  obtaining  the  necessaries  of  life  has  been  considerable, 
and  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the  population  also  is  increas- 
ing. There  have  been  no  scarcities,  epidemics,  or  other  disturbing 
influence  to  hinder  the  natural  augmentation. 

Eodesiasticdl  Betwrn. 
Under  this  head  there  are  no  alterations  to  report 

Education. 

There  has  been  a  small  increase  during  the  latter  portion  of  the 
year  in  the  attendance  at  the  Government  boys'  school,  Cape  Coast. 

Mrs.  Moseley's  Female  Christian  Institution  ceased  to  be  carried 
on  after  the  unfortunate  and  untimely  death  of  that  lady. 

There  is  a  general  desire,  among  the  trading  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, for  a  higher  class  of  education  for  boys,  in  order  to  fit  them 
for  commercial  pursuits  and  the  Government  seryice. 

Coins^  ExehanffeSf  dte. 

There  is  a  change  to  be  noted  respecting  coins.  American  (U.S.) 
gold  has  nearly  gone  out  of  drculation,  and  American  (U.S.)  silver 
'  is  rare,  due  to  its  withdrawal  to  the  United  States,  American  vessels 
receiving  it  in  payment  in  preference. 

The  silver  dollar  of  the  United  States  still  passes  among  the 
people  for  4s.  6d.y  but  others  at  only  is. ;  the  nve-dollar  Spanish 
gola  piece,  of  which  a  considerable  number  are  in  circulation,  passes 
for  2O3.  6d.  only.  Cowries  are  gone  out  of  circulation  in  the  Cape 
Coast  district 

The  people  refuse  defaced  or  worn  silver,  and  dislike  half-crowns. 

There  is  no  French  coin  in  circulation,  and  very  littie  Dutch,  not- 
withstanding the  proximity  of  the  latter  settlements. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  imports  show  an  increase  of  40,0007.  over  last  year,  bein^ 
about  20  per  cent ;  there  is  a  decrease  of  nearly  |th,  or  22,4467. 
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Gold  OoAft.  on  the  imports  firom  the  United  Kingdom  ;  an  increase  of  about  150 
"""  per  cent,  or  51,7552.  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
item  of  10,4672.  from  Germany  is  also  an  increase,  no  imports  from 
that  country  having  figured  in  the  last  year's  returns.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  imports  last  year  were  in  excess  of  previous  years ; 
but  a  portion  of  the  increase  figured  forth  is  due  to  greater  care  and 
supervision  in  making  the  returns.  The  distribution  of  last  year's 
returns  of  imports  diowing  none  from  Germany  is  incorrect,  as 
undoubtedly  a  large  quantity  of  goods  were  shipped  from  Harobuig 
and  North  Germany  to  German  houses  in  the  Settlement 

The  exports  show  an  increase  over  last  year  of  96,326/.,  or  about 
35  per  cent ;  of  this  the  United  States  takes  36,190/.,  the  Leeward 
and  Windward  Ports  26,177/.  (for  ultimate  shipment,  generally  to 
Great  Britain) ;  Holland  20,758/.,  Germany  3,899i,  and  France, 
which  did  not  figure  in  last  year's  returns,  21,008/.  There  is  a  dimi- 
nution in  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  direct  of  11,707/. 

It  is  difiicult  to  obtain  an  accurate  return  of  the  quantity  of  ^Id 
dust  exported ;  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  good  raith  and  willing- 
ness of  the  supercargoes  of  vessels,  and  they  are  airaid  to  let  the 
Custom  House  clerks  and  the  sub-collectors  at  the  out-stations  know 
more  of  their  transactions  than  they  can  help,  as  those  o£Bcers  are 
not  always  to  be  depended  upon  for  secrecy. 

Shipping. 

Under  this  head  it  is  necessary  to  remark  that  there  is  a  great 
apparent  falling  off  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  their  tonnage  that 
entered  and  cleared  from  the  Settlement ;  this  is  due  to  the  fiaict  that 
the  same  vessel  was  reported  more  than  once  while  passing  up  and 
down  the  coast. 

AgrxcnUure^  Waffes,  dte. 

There  is  a  sensible  increase  in  the  amount  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion for  farm  and  garden  produce,  and  a  large  number  of  palm  trees 
(for  obtaining  palm  oil)  nave  been  planted  in  the  Crobo  country, 
adjacent  to  the  river  Volta. 

The  rate  of  wages  has  increased  lately,  although  the  means  of 
living  are  more  abundant  This  is  due  to  the  greater  desire  of  the 
natives  for  clothing,  also  to  the  natural  results  that  follow  any  exten- 
sion of  trade  and  the  opening  up  of  fieJds  for  independent  labour. 

Oaoh  and  Prisoners. 

The  rules  for  the  prisons  of  the  Settlement  wei-e  printed  in  1870. 
Shot^rill  was  introduced,  and  discipline  more  strictly  enforced. 

The  number  of  prisoners  committed  for  various  crimes  and  offences 
show  a  large  increase  over  last  year.  This  is  due  to  the  return  of  a 
number  of  bad  and  lawless  characters  who  were  in  the  bush  during 
the  disturbances,  fighting  and  nanyarring.  It  is  due  also,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  greater  power  or  the  law  over  districts  removed  beyon^ 
the  immediate  limits  of  the  towns  of  Cape  Coast  and  Accra. 
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Hecdih.  '^^^^  Coast. 

The  health  of  the  towns  on  the  Coast  for  1870  was  apparently  the 
average.  There  is  a  movement  manifesting  itself  slightly  at  Cape 
Coast  against  the  system  of  burying  in  the  dwelling-house.  This  is 
due  to  an  uneasy  feeling  among  the  better-informed  natives  that  an 
epidemic,  such  as  the  cholera  at  the  Gambia,  might  possibly  fall  upon 
them  unprepared,  and  the  natural  consequences  of  the  dwellings 
being  over  tne  numerous  graves  of  the  family  for  generations  would 
decide  themselves. 

Oeneral  BemarJcs. 

The  general  prospect  of  the  Settlement  improved  during  the  year. 
The  nearer  approach  to  permanent  peace,  and  the  fact  of  inhabitants 
settling  down  to  their  onlinary  pursuits  more  steadily,  gave  a  great 
impetus  to  trade.  The  flow  of  produce  to  the  Coast  was  unimpeded 
by  disturbing  influences  except  in  the  Volta  districts. 

The  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  did  not  come  up  to  the 
amount  expected,  due  to  unforeseen  expenses  connected  with  aborigines 
and  the  Volta  expedition.  The  amount  so  expended,  however,  will 
be  strictly  remunerative  by  an  increase  of  confidence  and  trade. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        C.  S.  Salmon, 
Sir  Arthur  E.  Kennedy,  C.B.,  Acting  Administrator, 

&C.      &c      &c. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Acting  Administrator  Salmon  to 

The  Administbatob  in  Chibf. 
(No.  21.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Coast,  February  9,  1872. 

In  reply  to  a  Despatch,  No.  124,  received  from  Sir  Arthur 
Kennedy,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  accompanying  extra 
Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1870. 

2.  I  have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  possible,  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  I  have,  however,  to  remark 
to  your  Excellency  that  I  am  unable  to  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  imports,  because  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  returns  previous  to 
1870  were  not  made  out  in  a  manner  that  would  make  the  figures 
reliable.  There  are  no  records  in  the  offices  to  show  how  the  figures 
had  been  arrived  at.  The  imports  for  1870  are  recorded  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  are  at  Sierra  Leone,  for  the  western  district ;  in  the 
eastern  districts  the  returns  were  only  partially  kept  for  that  year,  as 
the  books  were  not  obtiuned  before  six  months  of  it  had  elapsed. 

3.  I  trust  that  your  Excellency  will  not  deem  that  the  unsatis- 
factory nature  of  my  Report  was  aue  to  carelessness.  I,  bein^  a  new 
roan  at  the  work,  took  previous  Reports  for  sample,  overlooking  the 
fact  that  the  unusual  increase  in  American  trade  for  that  year,  and 
the  other  matters  referred  to  by  Eari  Kimberiey,  required  to  be 
specially  accounted  for. 
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OfW  OQifr>^  4^  In  making  out  the  extra  Report,  I  have  discovered  some  errcn^ 
in  figures  in  pafe  137  of  the  Blue  Book  for  1870,  where  the  total 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  200,878Z.  16«.  74.,  instead 
of  101,768/.  12<. ;  and  in  pafre  131  of  the  Blue  Book  for  1869  the 
totid  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  204,1642.  7s.  li., 
instead  of  203,470/.  2s.  lOd,  These  errors  will  make  the  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  year  1870  to  be  3,785/.  10s.  6d.  lem 
than  those  of  1869,  instead  of  11,706/.  lOs.  lOd.,  a  difference  of 
7,921/.  Os.  id.  The  general  figures  in  the  Blue  Books  are  correct  as 
regards  the  quantity  and  value  assigned  to  each  separate  artide 
exported,  the  error  was  in  the  addition  of  these  quantities  by  the 
clerk. 

5.  The  Tables  accompanying  the  Report  are  correct,  as  far  as  I 
have  means  of  ascertaining. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Administrator  in  Chief,  (Signed)         C.  S.  Salmok, 

&c.        &C.        Ac.  Acting  Administrator. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK 
FOB  1870. 

Imparts  and  Exports, 

The  year  1870  was  an  exceptional  year  for  American  trade,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  r^ular  course  of  exports  was  thrown  out. 
One  of  the  most  extensive  articles  of  barter  imported  into  these  Settle- 
ments is  American  rum,  the  import  of  which  article  in  1869  amounted 
to  207,176  gallons,  and  in  1870  to  664^219  gallons,  of  which  latter 
quantity  398,531  gallons  was  landed  in  the  western  district,  between 
and  including  Cape  Coast  and  Winnebah,  and  265,688  gallons  in  the 
eastern  districts,  between  and  including  Accra  and  Addah.  The 
difierence  in  favour  of  the  year  1870  is  454,043  gallons  whidi  at 
3s.  a  gallon,  the  average  selling  price,  gives  68,106/.  9s.  as  the 
amount  which  would  have  to  be  returned  in  produce  or  specie  to  the 
American.  Another  cause  of  the  increase  in  the  total  of  exports  to 
the  United  States  in  1870  over  1869,  was  the  extra  value  of  palm  oil, 
consequent  upon  the  competition  for  it ;  tliis  mcrease,  computed  at 
3d.  a  gallon  for  the  quantity  of  palm  oil  exported  in  18o9,  gives 
5,9292. 2a.  6d.,  which,  had  the  price  in  1869  been  the  same  as  in  1870, 
would  have  increased  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  former  year  by 
that  amount 

I  have  made  inquiries  of  the  Ammcan  traders  here,  and  I  have 
ascertained  that  much  gold  dust  is  not  exported  to  the  United  States. 
Previous  to  1870  they  obtained  little  or  none,  but  in  that  year,  owing 
to  the  large  quantity  of  rum  landed,  the  purchasers  not  having  suffi- 
cient palm  oil  or  otbar  produce  on  hand  to  pay  for  it  in  the  usual 
manner,  gave  gold  dust  instead,  which  article  is  generally  reserved 
for  the  purdiase  of   English  goods.      The  Am^ican%  however, 
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ultimately  purchased  palm  oil  for  the  greater  portion  of  this  gold  dust,    Gold  Coas^ 

thereby  lessening  the  amount  of  direct  exports  to  the  United  States        - 

by  the  value  of  the  quantity  so  purchased ;  I  consider  that  12,000Z. 

would  be  a  fair  estimate  to  put  down  under  this  head.     It  is  always 

difficult  to  trace  dealings  with  gold  dust,  especially  at  the  outports, 

for  it  passes  in  tiiis  Setuement  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  coin  does 

in  England.     The  Americans,  in  making  purchases  of  palm  oil  with 

the  gdd  dust,  would  deal  with  the  latter  as  coin,  and  it  would  not  be 

recorded  among  the  imports.     They  have  frequently  been  requested 

by  circulars  to  give  returns  of  all  gold  dust  received  by  them,  which 

returns  were  embodied  in  the  exports. 

The  Americans  that  trade  upon  this  coast,  even  those  whose  cargoes 
are  consigned  to  houses  at  Cape  Coast,  do  not  confine  their  transac- 
tions to  the  British  settlements,  but  firequent  the  coast  beween  the 
Ejtoo  Coast  and  Whydah,  sometimes,  in  passing  up  and  down,  calling 
at  the  same  ports  two  or  three  times  ;  they  not  unfrequently  transship 
oil  and  other  produce  into  the  steamers  for  Liverpool,  to  be  sold  there, 
because  the  value  of  their  outward  cargo  often  exceeds  the  capacity 
of  the  vessel  to  receive  the  like  value  in  produce.  Under  these 
conditions  the  ultimate  final  shipment  to  the  United  States  by  the 
vessel  herself  is  almost  impossible  to  arrive  at 

As  a  consequence  of  die  overtrading  of  the  American  Houses  in 
1870,  the  shippers  lost  money,  and  for  a  considerable  time  during  the 
year  1871  no  shipments  arrived  from  that  quarter.  The  houses  did 
not  recommence  trade  until  they  arrived  at  some  mutual  under- 
standing. 

The  quantity  of  American  rum  imported  into  these  Settlements  for 
the  past  year  was  about  200,000  gallons  less  than  in  1870,  the  total 
value  of  the  imports  for  the  two  years  being  nearly  the  same.  The 
quantity  of  palm  oil  exported  to  the  United  States  for  the  past  year 
was  226,243  gallons  less  than  for  the  year  1870,  although  the  total 
quantity  of  that  article  exported  from  these  Settlements  was  in  excess 
for  the  same  period  by  137,696  gallons. 

Respecting  the  returns  showing  the  trade  of  these  Settlements  with 
Holland,  France  and  Germany,  1  cannot  but  consider  there  was  some 
error  in  those  of  1869,  which  caused  a  misplacement  of  figures, 
assigning  to  other  countries  the  goods  imported  from  and  the  produce 
exported  to  the  above  countries. 

In  the  Blue  Book  for  1869  the  imports  from  Holland  are  placed  at 
151?.  9*.  lOd.,  and  the  exports  at  251Z.  ISs,  which  may  have  been 
correct,  but  the  French  and  German  houses  at  Accra  and  Addah 
imported  no  goods  from  their  respective  countries,  although  six  vessels 
of  the  former  country  and  four  vessels  of  the  latter  country  entered,  and 
seven  vessels  of  the  former  and  four  of  the  latter  cleared  with  cargoes. 

If  the  returns  for  1869  are  reliable,  Germany  took  25,0062. 19$.  6d. 
of  produce,  and  the  French  houses  exported  none  to  France,  there- 
fore, although  six  French  vessels  entered  and  seven  cleared,  no  goods 
were  landed  from  or  produce  exported  to  France.  The  exports 
to  Germany  for  1870  (amounting  to  28,905Z.  17«.  2d.)  exceeded  the 
total  for  the  previous  year  (amounting  to  25,006Z.  19«.  6d.)  by 
3,8987.  lis.  8d. ;  the  imports  for  1870  amounted  to  10,467/L  10«.  2d^ 
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QoL»  OoAiT.   none  having  figured  the  preyiaus  year.  The  exports  to  France  dnriDg 

the  year  1870  amounted  to  21,008/.  18$.,  and  the  imports  were  niL 

For  the  year  1869  there  were  neither  imports  from  nor  exports  to 
France.  In  the  year  1870  two  German  vessek  and  one  French 
Teasel  entered  and  cleared,  but  some  oF  the  English  vessels,  I  belicTe^ 
loaded  in  German  ports,  and  some  of  the  Dutch  vessels  in  French 
ports. 

The  imports  from  Holland  for  1870  (amounting  to  282/.)  exceed 
those  of  1869  (amounting  to  151Z.  9s.  lOA)  by  llOZ.  10s.  2d.  The 
exports  to  Holland  for  1870  (amounting  to  21,009/1  18s.  Id,)  exceed 
those  of  1869  (amounting  to  251/.  ISs.)  by  20,758^  6s.  Id.  The 
reason  why  the  exports  to  Holland  for  the  year  1870  exceed  the 
imports  so  much  is  due  to  the  hct  that  the  produce  (pnncipally  palm 
oil)  was  purchased  with  gold  dust,  instead  of  being  obtained  in  barter; 
the  neignbouring  Dutch  settlements  having  less  palm  oil  and  similar 
produce  in  proportion  to  gold  dust,  compared  with  the  English  s^tle- 
ments.  The  Americans  houses  overtraded  in  the  Dutch  settlements 
during  the  year  1870,  the  same  as  in  these  SetUemenis, 

The  exports  to  Windward  for  1870  (amounting  to  10,24 It  10s.  Id.) 
exceed  those  of  1869  (amounting  to  3,0027. 14*.  6d.)  by  7,238/.  15*.  7rf., 
and  the  exports  to  the  Leeward  coast  for  the  year  1870  (amounting  to 
19,5 1 5/.  17*.  lOrf.)  exceed  those  of  1869  (amounting  to  577/.  1 9«.  lOi) 
by  18,937/.  18*.  These  exports  are  nearlv  all  in  merchandise; 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  produce  exported  to  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  coasts  being  inappreciable.  Tne  increase  in  the  exports  to 
these  places  for  the  year  1870  was  entirely  due  to  an  extended  trade. 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  two  Tables  of  returns 
for  the  years  1869  and  1870  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
to  the  United  States. 

The  difference  in  the  Table  (corrected)  between  the  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  years  1869  and  1870  is  not  sufficient  in 
itself  to  call  for  special  comment,  but  the  reason  why  none  of  the 
increase  of  trade  in  1870  over  1869  accrued  to  England  will  be 
explained  by  the  Report. 

In  the  return  of  exports  to  the  United  States  the  amounts  of 
5,929/.  2«.  6(i.,  12,000/.,  and  68,106/.  9*.,  will  be  fully  explained  by 
the  Report,  which  gives  the  reasons  for  these  figures,  and  which  al^ 
shows  tne  causes  of  the  increase  in  business  with  the  United  States 
and  these  Settlements  during  the  year  1870. 

The  imports  for  the  year  1871  will  show  an  increase  over  those 
of  1870,  from  Holland  of  3,644/.  17*.  4d.,  and  from  France  of 
813/.  14^.  6(2.,  and  there  will  be  a  decrease  in  the  return  of  the 
imports  from  Germany  of  6,711/.  4*.  9d. 

The  return  of  exports  for  1871  will  show  a  decrease  with  reroect 
to  those  of  1870  of  15,468/.  12*.  4d.  for  Holland,  of  3,536/.  18*.  5i£ 
for  France,  and  of  22,159/.  7*.  lOd.  for  Germany. 

The  war  between  France  and  Germany  influenced  the  transactions 
with  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  and  these  Settlements,  and  the 
French  houses  mostly  confined  themselves  to  realizing  and  shipping. 
The  returns  for  1871  with  respect  to  France,  Holland,  and  Gennany, 
taking  into  account  the  causes  before  mentioned,  will  serve  to  prove 
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that  the  returns  for  1869  were  probably  incorrect  in  the  manner   Oold  Ooabt. 
before  referred  to,  and  that,  therefore,  the  increase  of  trade  with 
those  countries  in  1870  was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  apparent  only. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        C.  S.  Salmon, 

Acting  Administrator, 


ExpoBTS  to  United  Kingdom. 

1S69.  1870. 

£      s.      d.  £         f.      d. 

Cotton  goods 199  15    4            1,550    0    0 

Eaw  cotton 135  19     6                835     0    0 

Empty  bottles    --..  560                    — 

Cola  nuts 25     00                    — 

Cordage 112    0                    — 

Geneva 180  15     0                    ~ 

Guinea  groins    -        -        .        .  142     8    8 

Gold  dust 132,447  12    0 

Gum 634  16    0 

G.  nuts 44    26 

Books  and  stationery  -        -        -  — 

Hides — 

Hardware  -----  — 

Ivory    ------  74    41 

Jeweby 2  12    0 

Leather 42  10    6 

Medicine 110    0 

P.  kernels 18,816     5    0 

P.  oil        ...        -        .  48,077    0    0 

P.  quills 461  13     0 

Shea  butter        ....  13    0    0 

Pepper           .....  — 

Skins — 

Specie -  2,857  12    0 

Provisions          ....  0  13     6 


1,514  12 

115,857  0 

2,171  16 

16  12 

C 
0 
6 
0 

2  10 

0 

11  11 

4 

45  0 

0 

129  6 

0 

20  0 

0 

7,700  0 

69,025  4 

130  7 

0 
3 
0 

28  8 

0 

1,842  14 

0 

£204,164    7     1      £200,878  16    7 

Exports  to  United  States. 

1869.  1870. 


Camwood 
Cordage    - 
Guinea  grains 
Gum  oopal 
Ivory    -        -        - 
Palm  kernels 
P.  oil    .        .        . 
Specimens  N.  history 


£   (. 

d. 

£   (. 

</. 

66  0 

0 

■ — 

6  0 

0 

— 

0  14 

2 

1,393  12 

0 

7  4 

0 

278  0 

0 

15  12 

0 

— 

640  16 

0 

4,826  0 

0 

47,433  0 

0 

112.979  1 

7 

799  19 

5 

— 
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BEPORTS  EXHIBITING  THE  PRESENT  STATE 


Gold  Coast. 


18G9. 


1870. 


Grold  dust  and  specie 
Skins    -        -        - 
Glassware 


3d,  per  gallon  on  474,830  gallons 
of  P.  oil,  being  the  extra  valne 
of  that  article  in  1870  over  1869 

Estimated  amount  of  G.  dost  out 
of  the  15,919Z.  4«.  exported 
from  certain  ports  in  1870  that 
was  paid  away  for  P.  oil  at  other 
places  in  the  Settlement  - 

Value  of  454,043  gallons  of  rum 
at  3«.  a  gallon,  being  the  quan- 
tity imported  into  the  Settle- 
ment in  1870  over  1869       -   - 


48,969     3     7 


6,929    2     6 


12,000    0    0 


£           t. 

15,919    4 

310    2 

6    0 

d. 
0 
0 
0 

£135,211  19 

7 

68,106    9    0 
£135,004  15     1 


LA609. 

No.  9. 


LAGOS. 


No.  9. 
(Not  received.) 


Oapi  of 
Good  Hopr, 

No.  10. 


Ktvci 


.\0B^'® 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


No.  10. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  Barkly,  K.C.B.,  to 
The  Earl  or  Bjmberley. 

(No.  68.) 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  23,  1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Annual  Blue  Book  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  1870. 

As  I  only  arrived  at  Cape  Town  on  the  last  day  of  that  year,  the 
Report  on  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Colony,  with  which  I  am 
required  by  the  regulations  to  accompany  it,  must,  in  many  respects^ 
be  meagre  and  incomplete,  but  I  will  make  such  comments  as  occur 
to  me  under  the  principal  heads  specified. 

2.  I  begin  with  the  returns  relating  to  finance  and  oommeroe, 
taking  afterwards  those  connected  with  tne  moral  and  political  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants. 

3.  Though  more  prosperous  than  any  in  the  previous  decade,  the 
year  would  seem  not  to  have  opened  more  auspiciously  than  tiiose 
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which  preceded,  since  the  'estimates  of  revenue  and  expenditure  laid 
before  the  Legislature  in  January  showed  a  probable  deficit  of  no 
less  than  61,34^^. 

4.  With  a  view  to  reducing  this  amount,  a  house  tax,  calculated  to 
bring  in  22,000?.,  was  imposed.  No  addition  was  made  to  the  import 
duties,  Ordinance  20  of  1870,  noted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
tariff,  being  merely  explanatory  in  respect  to  the  previous  rates  on 
certain  ai  tides. 

5.  Fortunately,  as  the  year  wore  on,  good  seasons,  combined  with 
the  impetus  given  to  trade  by  the  success  of  a  large  body  of  diamond 
seekers,  beyond  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Colony,  produced  such 
beneficial  effects  that  the  revenue  proved  more  than  a  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  above  what  had  been  anticipated ;  and,  notwithstanding 
some  excess  over  the  estimated  expenditure,  the  expected  deficit  was 
thus  converted  into  a  surplus  of  35,5187. 

6.  The  extent  of  the  improvement  will  be  best  gathered  from  the 
subjoined  comparison  with  the  two  preceding  years : — 


Cape  of 
Good  Hoi»e. 


1868. 

£ 
Bevenue        -    577,322 
Expenditure  -    668,086 


1869. 

£ 
680,026 
648,732 


1870. 

£ 
661,892 
625,874 


90,764  deficit.       68,706  deficit.      35,518  surplus. 


Thus  the  revenue  of  1870  exceeded  that  of  1868  by  84,0707.,  whilst 
the  expenditure  was  42,2127.  less  than  in  that  year.  How  greatly 
the  conversion  into  a  surplus  was  due  to  the  economy  practised  is 
shown  by  the  fact,  that  even  the  increased  revenue  of  1870  would 
not  have  suflSced  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  1868. 

7.  The  figures  set  down  for  1870  are  those  furnished  by  the  audit 
for  my  speech  on  opening  Parliament,  and  do  not  precisely  tally  with 
those  deducible  from  the  Blue  Book,  which  would  give  a  somewhat 
larger  surplus  of  revenue.  It  is  not  easy,  indeed,  to  draw  correct 
conclusions  from  returns  in  which  money  borrowed  appears  under  the 
head  of  revenue,  whilst  loans  repaid  figure  as  expenditure,  both  sides 
of  the  account  being  thereby  disproportionately  swollen,  but  by  a 
detailed  analysis  the  results  of  last  year  would  be  shown  to  stand 
really  more  favourably  still,  for  the  Sinking  Fund  investment  for  1867, 
11,5007.,  was  paid  to  the  Commissioners  m  1870,  as  well  as  that  for 
the  year  itself,  thus  augmenting  the  disbursements  of  the  latter  by 
23,0007.,  no  part  of  which  can  strictly  be  classed  as  expenditure, 
since  it  went  in  reduction  of  the  public  debt. 

8.  As  this  sinking  fund  of  1  per  cent.,  established  under  Act  No.  9  Government 
of  1864,  has,  during  the  six  years  of  its  existence,  accumulated  to  jg^^^®'     "*^^' 
66,7807.  (including  21,2507.,  Colonial  Debentures  paid  oflT  in  the 

Colony,  but  not  yet  cancelled),  mention  of  it  ought  certainly  to  have 
been  made  in  the  statement  as  to  the  public  debt. 

9.  On  the  other  hand,  the  statement  is  more  favourable  than  it 
should  be,  inasmuch  as  no  allusion  is  made  in  it  to  so-called  **  tern* 
porary  loans,"  to  which,  during  the  financial  diflBculties  of  the  Colony, 
recourse  has  been  had  to  a  large  extent^  no  less  than  145^0007.  still 
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Cxn  or      remaioiiig  due  to  the  Guardian  Fund  managed  by  the  master  of  the 

^^^^f^oFM,    Supreme  Court,  and  65,000Z.  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Bank,  though, 

as  will  be  seen  from  the  statement  of  expenditure,  4o,0007.  was  paid 

off  under  this  head  during  1870.     10,000/.  has  likewise  subsequently 

been  repaid. 

10.  The  first  of  these  repayments  will  senre  to  explain  an  anomaly 
presented  by  the  Blue  Book  returns,  which  would  otherwise  be 
irreconcilable  with  the  occurrence  of  a  surplus  revenue,  namely,  that 
the  ^neral  account  current  shows  the  balances  in  the  treasury,  diTi- 
siond  chests,  &c.,  on  Slst  December  to  have  been  11,500Z.  less 
than  on  the  previous  1st  January,  notwithstanding  an  actual  increase 
of  2iJ50L  appears  in  the  statement  of  public  debt  through  the  issue 
of  19,7507.  more  debentures  on  account  of  the  Table  Bay  breakwater, 
and  a  small  excess  of  4,800Z.  arising  from  the  conversion  into  irre- 
deemable stock  of  50,000/.,  which  had  been  raised  in  1867  fi>r  a 
short  term  of  years. 

11.  The  actual  indebtedness  of  the  Cnpe  Colony  with  these  correc- 
tions would  be  raised  from  1,569,907/.,  as  set  forth  in  the  statement, 
to  1,734,378/.,  irrespective  of  a  guarantee  for  43  years  of  6  per  cent, 
on  500,000/.  to  the  Cape  Town  and  Wellington  Railway  Company. 
As  the  total  amount  is  considerably  under  four  times  the  avera^ 
annual  income  of  the  Colony,  it  can  hardly  be  considered  excessive 
compared  with  the  debt  of  other  countries,  especially  as  it  has,  in 
several  instances,  been  incurred  for  works  of  a  highly  reproductive 
character,  calculated  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  many  million  acres 
of  Crown  land  still  unsold. 

12.  With  reviving  prosperity,  indeed,  a  desire  to  proceed  further 
with  such  works  as  railways  by  means  of  borrowed  capital  has  sprung 
up,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  gradually,  and  with  due  precautions,  at 
least  1,500,000/.  may  be  thus  expended  in  opening  up  the  country 
between  the  seaboard  and  the  interior,  with  much  advantage  to  all 
concerned. 

13.  It  is,  of  course,  of  the  utmost  importance,  when  looking  in 
this  light  at  the  financial  position  and  prospects  of  the  Colony,  to 
decide  how  far  the  recent  improvement  in  these  respects  is  attribut- 
able to  mere  transient  causes,  and  how  far  it  is  likelv  to  prove 
permanent.  This  improvement  has  occurred  mainly  in  the  Customs 
and  the  land  revenue ;  that  on  the  former  amounting  to  46,331/., 
or  considerablv  more  than  half  of  the  entire  au^ientation. 

14.  That  the  augmented  importations,  whidi  thus  swelled  the 
receipts  of  import  duties,  are  dependent  in  a  great  depee  upon  the 
continuance  ot  tolerably  favourable  seasons  must  be  evident,  but  it  is 
equally  clear,  in  mv  oninion,  that  the  discovery  of  diamonds  in  the 
tcmtories  beyond  the  Orange  River,  and  consequent  influx  of  popu- 
lation, will  give  rise  for  many  years  to  come  to  increasing  demands 
for  dutiable  articles,  as  well  as  for  colonial  products,  in  this  latter 
respect  indirectly  stimulating  consumption  within  the  Colony  itself. 
Nor  will  this  increasing  demand  be  materially  affected  by  the  ultimate 
settlement  of  questions  as  to  sovereignty  or  ownership  of  soil,  the 
Diamond-fields  bdng  so  situated  that,  like  the  adjacent  republics,  they 
must  inevitably  draw  their  chief  supplies  of  merchandise  from  this 
Colony,  although  Natal  will  doubtless  continue  to  participate  in 
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respect  to  lighter  and  less  bulky  goods  transportable  across  the  lofty    ^£f^J^ 
ranges  of  the  Drakensberg.  "^^  ""* 

15.  The  returns  of  imports  and  exports  show,  as  will  be  perceived 
from  the  figures  given  below,  viz. : — 


Good  Hora. 


1869.  1870. 


Yalne<^  imports 

£ 
-    1,953,091 

£ 
2,352,043 

„       exportB  - 

-    -    2,139,689 

2,569,499 

Excess  of  exports     -        -      £186,589  £217,456 

not  merely  an  increase  of  about  20  per  cent,  in  both,  but  an  almost 
commensurate  advance  in  the  excess  of  the  value  of  the  latter  over 
that  of  the  former ;  and,  though  I  am  aware  that  such  excess  is  no 
longer  regarded  as  an  infallible  criterion  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
any  country,  it  proves,  at  least,  that  the  augmented  importations  of 
last  year  were  by  no  means  speculative,  consequent  on  the  excitement 
as  to  diamond  discoveries,  but  represented  the  legitimate  operations 
of  trade. 

16.  Whether  they  exceeded  the  real  requirements  of  the  Diamond- 
fields  is  another  question  :  if,  as  stated  in  the  Table  of  Exports,  the 
value  of  all  the  diamonds  exported  in  1870  only  equalled  153,4607., 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  did  so ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  statement  includes  such  precious  stones  alone  as  were 
regularly  entered  outwards  as  cargo,  hundreds  sent  by  post  or 
carried  on  their  persons  by  passengers  not  being  declared  at  the 
Custom  House  at  all,  whilst,  even  as  regards  those  shipped  by  the 
banks  and  mercantile  firms,  the  values  assigned  were  mere  matter  of 
form,  no  duty  being  leviable  except  a  small  ad  valorem  whariage  rate 
at  Port  Elizabeth,  which  probably  corrected  any  tendency  to  over 
valuation  there.  It  is  alleged  indeed  that,  in  the  early  days  of  the 
discovery,  diamonds  were  far  too  highly  priced  in  the  (Jolony,  insuffi- 
cient deduction  being  made  for  the  enormous  depreciation  resulting 
from  defects  of  colour  or  brilliancy ;  but,  whatever  effect  this  may 
have  had,  it  assuredly  cannot  have  made  up  for  the  innumerable 
omissions  in  the  Blue  Book  Table.  I  am  disposed  to  think,  from 
statements  I  have  seen  in  English  newspapers,  that  the  precious  stones 
exported  from  the  Cape  in  1870  fell  little  short  in  value  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million,  and,  as  this  exportation  scarcely  commenced  until  the 
middle  of  the  year,  whilst  the  population  of  the  fields,  as  well  as  the 
area  of  diamond-producing  country  opened  up,  has  been  increasing 
ever  since,  it  seems  not  too  high  an  estimate  to  assume  that  this  year 
the  value  of  the  exports  under  this  head  will  be  fully  double. 

17.  The  efiect  of  this  for  the  time  beine  upon  the  trade  and 
revenue  of  the  Colony  is  most  satisfactory,  and  I  am  sanguine  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  little  less  so  upon  its  permanent  prosperity,  as  a  large 
proportion  of  the  more  fortunate  diggers  have  but  migrated  tem- 
porarily over  the  border,  either  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  their 
uurms  an^  stores  annually  when  the  summer  heat  becomes  unendurable 
on  the  fields,  or,  if  they  have  the  luck  to  find  a  valuable  gem,  has- 
tening home  with  the  proceeds  to  invest  them  in  the  purchase  of  fresh 
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C^>  or  acres  of  land  or  new  bales  of  merchandise.  Of  course  this  s  not  so 
Good  Horm.  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^j^j^  European  emigrants,  who  someUmes,  if  tbcjr 
succeed,  go  back  in  the  ship  that  brought  them  out ;  but,  as  hiqipened 
at  the  Australian  Gold-nelds,  genUemen  adrenturers  are  rarely 
successful,  the  work  as  a  rule  being  too  hard,  whilst  those  of  lower 
rank  are  just  as  likely  to  settle  in  the  Colony  as  not  The  average 
earnings,  too,  of  the  diggers  are  so  small,  and  pos^bly  will  undergo 
such  further  reduction  as  their  number  increases,  ttutt  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  emigration  on  a  rery  large  scale  is  likely  to  contmue. 
Calculating  the  present  number  at  1,50U  only,  which  is  much  below 
the  usual  estimates,  half  a  million's  worth  of  diamonds  would  give 
only  337.  6a.  8d.  per  head  per  annum. 

18.  With  regard  to  other  articles  exported,  no  very  mat^ial 
changes  occuired,  though  the  returns  indicate  satisfactory  progress  in 
most  respects.  The  quantity  of  wool  shipped  (which  inaudes,  it  most 
be  borne  in  mind,  the  clip  of  nearly  the  wnole  of  the  Free  State  also) 
was  about  the  same  as  before,  viz.  36,000,000  lbs.,  worth,  even  at  the 
reduced  prices  which  prevuled  on  account  of  the  war  in  Europe, 
1,660,000Z.  The  exports  of  wine  underwent  a  further  reduction, 
having  now  dwindled  down  to  about  1,000  gallons,  owing  partiy  to 
the  adverse  effect  of  its  dassiBcation  under  the  Imperial  tariff,  but 
more  probably  to  the  inducement  which  the  Diamond-fields  held  out 
to  distil  the  juice  of  the  grape  into  brandy.  The  number  of  tons  of 
copper  ore  rose  from  5,390  to  7,300,  valued  at  146,360Z.,  giving  it  a 
very  important  place  in  the  Table.  Grold  does  not  yet  figure  among 
the  products  of  the  Colony,  but  I  entertain  little  doubt  that  it  wiU 
ere  long  do  so,  as  the  auriferous  rocks  are  developed  throughout 
extensive  areas  in  the  Western  Province.  More  valuable,  however, 
in  all  probability,  than  the  precious  metal  are  two  novel  but  rising 
exports — angora  hair,  of  which  403,153  lbs.,  worth  26,673Z.,  were 
shipped,  and  cotton,  of  which  only  791  lbs.  had  been  sent  home 
experimentally  in  1869,  but  which  in  1870,  stands  at  48,965  lbs., 
worth  1,095Z.  But  for  extraneous  circumstances  the  quantity  would 
have  been  considerably  larger,  and  this  year  it  will  exceed  2()0  bales. 
Cotton  farming,  indeed,  may  now  be  considered  an  established  hd, 
and  as  there  is  a  vast  tract  of  country  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Fish  Biver  and  all  along  the  Kafiraian  coast  admirably  adapted  to 
its  cultivation,  it  may  be  hoped  that  this  will  rapidly  be  extended. 

19.  The  returns  of  shipping  for  1870  are  of  especial  interest,  as  it 
was  the  first  year  in  whicn  the  Suez  Canal  presented  a  new  route  for 
navigation  between  Europe  and  the  East  Its  effects,  as  might  be 
expected,  are  clearly  traceable.  For  ten  years  before  the  extent  of 
tonnage  entered  inwards  had  varied  little,  but  during  the  last  it 
declined  from  a  gross  total  (including  vessels  coastwise)  of  375,767 
tons  to  one  of  335,569,  showing  thus  a  falling  off  of  40,000  tons,  or 
somewhat  more  than  10  per  cent.  The  falling  off  would  probably 
have  been  larger  but  for  the  briskness  of  importations  for  the 
Diamond-fields,  which  it  may  be  hoped  will  continue  to  have  a 
mitigating  influence.  On  the  other  hand,  it  can  hardly  be  supp(»ed 
that  the  traffic  by  canal  is  yet  fairly  developed.  It  is  improbable, 
however,  that  the  Colony  will  suffer  much  loss  from  a  few  steamers 
or  sailing  ships  from  Iiulia  or  China  ceasing  to  call  in  Table  Bay. 
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The  real  shock  took  place  long  since,  when  the  overland  route  was    rS^n^ 
first  opened,  and  Indian  officers  left  off  spending  their  furloughs  at    ^^^^^ 
Cajpe  Towa 

20.  The  true  prosperity  of  the  Colony  is  dependent  on  other 
causes,  and  notably  on  the  progess  of  agriculture,  it  it  be  dlowable  to 
use  the  word  in  the  wider  signification,  which  a  soil  and  climate  so 
peculiar  as  those  of  South  Afiica  demand ;  for,  so  far  at  least  as  the 
Western  Province  is  concerned,  the  agricultural  districts  may  be  siud 
to  lie  within  a  radius  of  little  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from  Cape 
Town,  and  even  there,  though  the  valleys  are  fertile,  the  country  is 
for  the  most  part  hilly  and  covered  with  scrub,  whilst  beyond  that 
distance,  up  to  the  Orange  River,  stretch  an  endless  succession  of 
sheep-walks,  treeless  and  barren  looking,  yet  affording  excellent 
pasturage.  This  part  of  the  Colony  is  too  badly  watered,  though 
much  may  be  done  to  improve  the  supply  by  dams  and  Abyssinian 
pumps,  ever  to  be  very  densely  peopled ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  inter- 
spersed, at  the  distance  of  every  forty  or  fifty  miles,  where  rivers 
exist,  or  copious  and  permanent  springs  are  found,  with  flourishing 
townships  containbg  from  500  to  1,000  inhabitants,  forming  com- 
mercial centres  for  the  outlying  farmers  of  the  dbtrict  In  me  east 
the  country  is  better  wooded,  though  often  extremely  mountainous, 
and  the  deltas  of  various  fine  rivers  ftimish  a  large  area  of  cultivable 
land.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  comparative  resources  of  the 
two  provinces  are  very  evenly  balanced. 

21.  Over  both  the  population  is  slill,  as  a  general  rule,  thinly 
scattered,  and  composed  of  such  mixed  elements  as  to  oppose  even  a 
greater  obstacle  to  social  progress.  No  attempt  is  made  in  the 
Blue  Book  to  carry  up  to  date  the  census  returns  of  1865,  save  that 
those  for  British  Kaflraria,  then  a  separate  colony,  have  been  included. 
The  ag^reffate  population  must  have,  in  the  interim,  considerably 
increased ;  l)ut  tnere  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  proportions 
of  the  different  races  have  much  varied  At  that  date  persons  of 
European  descent  constituted  a  little  under  45  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
in  the  west,  but  less  than  25  per  cent  in  the  eastern  districts,  the 
remainder  in  both  provinces  being  Kaffirs,  Hottentots,  and  other 
coloured  persons. 

22.  These  proportions  give  but  a  feeble  idea  of  the  real  prepon- 
derance in  numbers  of  the  natives,  who  swarm  on  the  other  side  of 
the  colonial  boundaries  to  sudi  an  extent  that  the  187,439  men, 
women,  and  children,  of  which  the  white  population  in  the  two 
provinces  consists,  form  an  incon^derable  fraction  in  comparison.  As 
the  Kaffirs  in  the  Eastern  Rrovince  belong  to  the  same  tribes  and 
recognize  more  or  less  the  same  chiefe  as  those  beyond  the  frontier,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  much  alarm  was  last  year  created  when  the 
long  threatened  withdrawal  of  Her  Majesty  s  troops  was  all  but 
accomplished.  Fortunately,  notwithstanding  for  six  months  the 
garrison  of  the  whole  province  was  but  the  wing  of  a  regiment,  every- 
Uiinff  remained  perfectly  quiet,  and  as  this  small  number  of  troops 
hasbeen  doubled  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the 
same  degree  of  apprehenaon  no  longer  exists.  Indeed  the  actual 
state  of  the  native  question  is  generally  admitted  to  be  most  satis- 
factory, with  the  single  exception  of  the  increase  mihva  the  Colony 
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Caw  <»      itself  of  stock  stealing  or  slaughtering  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats  for  the 

Good  Hon,    pm^p^gg  Qf  gelling  the  skins.    It  is  very  dearable  to  devise  a  remedy 

for  this  practice,  as  it  is  the  sole  point  which  now  creates  ill-feeling 

between  the  white  and  black  races,  and  I  trust  that  this  Sesmon  of 

Parliament  will  not  close  without  legislation  with  this  object 

23.  Crime  in  other  respects  is  by  no  means  rife  nor  on  the  increase, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  returns  as  to  gaols  and  prisoners,  which 
show  that  the  greatest  number  in  confinement  on  any  one  day  in  the 
several  prisons  was  only  1,729,  whereas  in  1809  it  had  been  2,119,  a 
diminution  due  probably  to  the  abundant  harvest.  The  information 
Aimished,  however,  under  this  head,  though  most  elaborate,  is,  I  find 
on  closer  examination;  very  incomplete,  the  convict  establishments 
not  being  included,  to  which  all  long-sentenced  prisoners  are  re- 
moved with  a  view  to  their  employment  on  public  works.  Next  year 
I  trust  to  i*ectifv  this  and  other  omissions,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the 
new  Blue  Book  forms,  to  put  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  possession 
of  full  particulars.  On  this  occasion  I  will  only  observe  that  those 
convict  establishments  which  I  have  visited,  viz.  those  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  Table  Bay  breakwater,  and  the  harbour 
works  at  Port  Alfred,  are  all  that  could  be  wished ;  and  that  some  of 
the  gaols,  especially  in  the  larger  towns,  are  building?  of  an  expensive 
class,  though  not  very  well  contrived.  In  two  or  three  instances 
during  my  tour  I  came  across  ^ols  that  were  disgracefully  bad,  but 
this  was  either  at  recently-established  townships  or  at  places  where 
the  new  buildings  had  not  been  commenced  at  the  date  when,  after  a 
special  loan  of  20O,0O0Z.  had  been  spent  on  country  gaols,  the 
Assembly  refused  to  authorize  any  further  expenditure  for  the  purpose. 
I  intend  asking  for  votes  in  the  supplementary  estimates  of  this  year  to 
commence  the  erection  of  proper  gaols  in  the  cases  above  alluded  to. 

24.  The  returns  as  to  hospitals  are  very  full,  and  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  Earl  Granville's  Circular  Despatch  of  the  12th  July,  1869. 
With  regard  to  such  of  the  institutions  as  are  situated  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cape  Town,  I  have  alreadv  made  a  special  report  to  your  Lordship, 
to  which  I  have  little  to  adi  The  New  Somerset  Hospital,  as  it  is 
called,  is  a  magnificent  edifice  externally,  erected  at  needlessly  heavy 
cost,  but  ill  adapted  internally  for  .the  accommodation  of  any  large 
number  of  patients.  The  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  now  used  rather  as 
an  almshouse,  is  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Legislature  will  soon  decide  on  completing  the  asylums  fir 
paupers,  lunatics,  and  lepers,  on  Robben  Island,  or  on  the  construction 
of  others  elsewhere,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  antiquated  premises  in 
question  being  vacated,  and  the  site  sold  for  commercial  purposes. 
There  are  some  fine  hospitals  \n  the  Eastern  Province,  such  as  Sir 
George  Grey*s  Kaffir  Hospital  at  King  William's  Town,  the  Public 
Hospital  at  Graham's  Town,  and  the  Grey  Institution  at  Port 
Elizabeth. 

25.  An  excellent  system  of  public  education  was  many  years  ago 
established  at  the  Cape,  and  it  has  been  worked  under  tne  super- 
vision of  able  and  conscientious  superintendents,  yet  it  scarcely  seems 
to  have  accomplished  as  much  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  owing 
no  doubt  to  the  want  of  sufficient  pecuniary  support  At  fii^t  sight 
the  statistics  given  in  Dr.  Dale's  Eeport  for  1870  «eem  satisfactoiy. 
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it  being  stated  that  so  many  as  40,412  children  of  all  classes  received  Cape  of 
instruction  in  some  one  of  the  438  educational  institutions  during  the  ^^^  ^^^^' 
year ;  but  this  includes  all  on  the  rolls,  and  when  the  nature  of  the 
mstruction  given  is  inquired  into,  it  will  be  found  that  only  6,630  were 
educated  in  schools  directly  under  Government  control,  the  great 
bulk  of  them,  29,380,  attending  denominational  schools,  and  4,402 
those  of  the  Kaffir  Missions.  In  fact,  the  anomaly  is  dwelt  on  by 
Dr.  Dale  that,  while  the  children'of  the.  coloured  and  poorer  classes 
in  the  towns  and  villages  are  thus  on  the  whole  well  cared  for,  those 
of  well-to-do  farmers,  especially  when  scattered  In  outlying  districts, 
are  growing  up  in  the  densest  ignorance.  This  is  no  doubt  due  in 
part  to  the  little  value  set  upon  education  by  the  parents,  and  their 
consequent  apathy  in  regard  to  supporting  schools  ;  but  it  shows,  as 
Dr.  Dale  remarks,  that  an  "aggressive  element"  must  be  infused 
into  the  educational  system  of  the  Colony  if  lamentable  results  are  to 
be  averted.  The  appointment  of  one  or  more  Inspectors  of  Schools 
would  no  doubt  be  a  great  addition  to  the  machinery  at  present  in 
operation,  for  it  is  simply  impossible  for  the  most  active  superin- 
tendent living  to  visit  every  district,  even  triennially. 

26.  I  will  not  extend  this  already  lengthened  Despatch  by  any 
special  reference  to  the  very  copious  ecclesiastical  returns  which  are 
given  in  the  Blue  Book.  They  would  certainly  seem  to  show  that 
the  grant  of  16,760Z.  per  annum,  distributed  among  the  various 
ehurcnes  under  Schedule  C,  is  turned  to  good  account,  and  it  may 
be  feared  that  its  withdrawal,  which  is  advocated  by  a  large  party  in 
the  Assembly,  will  considerably  curtail  the  means  of  imparting 
religious  knowledge  to  large  classes  of  the  population.  In  the  towns 
the  voluntary  system  may  no  doubt  be  successfully  carried  out ;  but 
even  there  the  funds  now  contributed  by  congregations  for  the  support 
of  missions  throughout  the  country,  will  probably  be  absorbed  in 
providing  for  their  own  wants. 

27.  The  extracts  from  the  Annual  Beports  of  the  Civil  Coomiissioners 
with  which,  as  usual,  the  Cape  Blue  Book  concludes,  will  be  found  to 
give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the  present  condition  of  the  various 
districts,  and  to  display  a  general  confidence  that  the  diflSculties  and 
misfortunes  of  late  vears  have  at  length  been  successfully  surmounted. 
It  would  be  idle,  of  course,  to  attempt  to  predict  the  future  destinies 
of  the  Colony,  but  nothing  assuredly  can  be  more  apparently 
promising  than  its  prospects  at  this  moment 

With  unbounded  ptores  pf  mineral  wealth,  and  with  a  range  of 
climate  which  fits  it  for  the  growth  of  most  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions of  the  tropical  as  well  as  temperate  zones,  the  natural 
resources  of  South  Africa  can  hardly  be  surpassed  by  those  of  any 
other  portion  of  the  globe.  It  is  subject,  no  doubt,  to  severe 
periodical  droughts,  but  even  in  this  respect  its  disadvantageis  have 
Deen  exaggerated,  for  the  difierence  of  seasons  between  the  north- 
eastern and  south-western  districts  is  so  great — the  rains  in  the  one 
fidling  in  summer,  in  the  other  in  winter — that  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  the  whole  country  suffering  at  the  same  time. 

Another  of  its  drawbacks  is  the  want  of  population,  or  rather  of 
skilled  labour  of  the  right  description,  for  native  labour  is  compara- 
tively abundant  and  cheap.  The  low  rate  of  wages  indeed  constitutes 
P  2 
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the  nuun  obstacle  to  European  immigration,  especially  in  the  Eastern 
Province ;  but  there  is  ample  room  for  small  capitalists  and  farmers, 
W  whom  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  other  articles  could  be  spread 
if  proper  inducements  were  held  out 

In  regard  to  this  and  many  other  questions  of  importance,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  pecidiar  political  institutions  which  prevail, 
and  above  all  the  jealousies  thereby  promoted  among  the  representa- 
tives of  rival  constituencies  in  the  east  and  west»  have  had  much  to 
do  with  retarding  the  development  of  the  Colony,  and  I  look  forward 
to  its  making  rapid  and  sul^tantial  progress  so  soon  as  the  reforms 
now  under  consiaeration  of  the  Legislature  are  carried  out,  and  a 
responsible  central  administration,  with  powers  of  local  self  govern- 
ment in  the  remoter  districts,  organized* 

I  have,  &c., 
(Sgned)        Henbt  Babkly, 
The  Earl  of  Eimberley,  Governor. 

&C.  &c  &C. 


Goyebkment  NonoE.— No.  34, 1871. 

Colomal  Office,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
February  1,  1871. 
His  Excellencv  the  Governor  has  directed  the  publication,  ibr 
general  information,  of  the  accompanying  Account  Current,  of  the 
Commissioners  for  administering  tne  Sinaing  Fund  of  this  Colony, 
under  Act  No.  9  of  1864,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1870, 
together  with  a  Supplementary  Statement,  showing  the  entire  working 
of  the  fund  fi^>m  the  Ist  January,  1865,  to  the  31st  December,  1870. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

R.  Southby,  Colonial  Secretary. 

AooouHT  CuRBEirr  of  the  OoMMiaBioums  for  ADMnnsrsBiNO  the  Sinkino  Fthd  of 
the  Gaps  of  Good  Hopi,  under  Act  No.  9  of  1864,  for  the  Year  ending 
8lBt  Dbobmbeb,  1870,  and  State  of  the  Fund  on  that  day. 

StaU  of  the  Fund  <m  the  1st  Jannaryy  1870. 

£     «.    d.       £      t.    d. 

ABomtiBTCitodioSUtDeoaDber,  18M    •      -      ••     -      .  6S,S3S  18    5 

Deduct:^ 

CH>ttal  repaid  In  18€8  and  1M» 6T8    0    0 

Intanat  Mlraaoed  on  porchaaa  ofaeooriUaa  In  1848  and  1869  -  l,ft90  19    9 

%\96  19    S 


Ctpital  remaining  tnveated  on  lal  January,  1870 
Keee^  dwring  1870. 


£63,163  10    3 


Jannary  1  :— 
Oi8h  balance  from  laat    £    t.    4. 
Aoooont  •       •       -    84  If    6 
Le«  error  in  entiy  24tb 
October.  1868  -       -     0   0    1 


£     f.    d. 


84  If    4 


December  81  >- 
One  year'a  intereet  on  debentnrea  1^5  0  0 
Iitt<*rest  on  Crown  Land  Bonda  -  M91  19  9 
Capital  repaid  on  dlUo-  •  . 
Contribtttkn  from  Colonial  Ke- 


Interest  on  depoalti  in   aavlnga 


1,796  13    9 
11,016  10    0 
6  IS    0 
£16,701     f  10 


Pajfwunti  dmimg  1870. 
December  31  >-  £      $.  L 

InTeated  In  Crown  Land  Bonda 

(capital) lQ,f  fa  19  11 

Aroonnta  advanced  fat  aocmed 

Interaat  to  19th  May,  1870        -       233    7   l 
Invested  In  Crown  Land  Bonda 

(capital) 1,919  13  1 

Amoont  advanced    for    aocni<*d 

hHwaat  to  Slat  December,  1870         86   4  i 
BtfiDM  awaiting  invcatmnt      .    3»433  19  i 


£16.701    7  19 
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State  of  the  Fund  on  the  dlst  December,  1870. 

£     t.  d,       £     I.    tf. 
Securities  on  GoTemment  Debentures       *       .       •       .       .  ai^o   0    0 
SecuritleB  on  Grown  Land  Bonds 42,105  10    a 

—————  63|365  10    a 

Cssh  deposited  in  Tressniy 3,289  IS    9 

Gasfa  deposited  in  ssvlngs  bank         -       -       -       .       .       .       154  12    S 
Csah  on  liand        ••••......  9311 

M23  12    I 

Toitl  Amount  of  the  Aind £66,7Y9   2    3 

(Signed)         J.  C.  Davxdsov,  Chairman. 
Jouv  CumBBT. 
„  Qao.  J.  NiCHOLLS. 

Gape  Town,  28th  Jannaiy,  ISU.  Johh  T.  Eustacb. 


Capb  of 
Good  Hopb. 


SuFPLEUENTABT  STATEMENT,  ahowiog  the  entire  workiDg  of  the  Sinkino  Fuin) 
from  the  Year  1865  to  the  Slst  Decembeb,  1870. 


Dr, 

December  31,  I8TO.—  £     «.    d 

Total  amount  of  Uov^nment  con- 
tributions to  date      -       -       •  68,609    0    0 

ToUl  of  interest  re-       £      i.    d. 
oelved  on  Govern- 
ment Debentures 
and  Crown  Land 
Bonds  to  date     •   10,811  14    0 

Less  interest  ac- 
crued on  Govern- 
ment Dd)eninres 
end  Crown  Land 
Bonds  taken  over 
from  Government    2,631  11    9 

■     8,180    2    3 


£66,779    2    3 
.   (Signed) 


Or. 
December  31, 1871  >-  £     s.  d. 

Total  amount  of  Government  De- 
bentures to  date       ...  21,250    0    0 
Total  Crown  Land       £      «.  <L 
Bonds-        •        •  44,480    3    4 
Less  Crown   Lsnd 
Bonds  repaid      -    2,374  13    2 

42,105  10    a 

Cash  in  hand  this  data  •       -       -    3,423  12    1 


£66,779    2    3 


J.  C.  DATtnaoK,  Chairman  \  n««.«»i— 1«.»-«     r.* 
Jomr  Corbet  I  ^^^'^SI^^?^.  '** 


28th  JanoBiy,  1871. 


GBOw  J.  NiOHOUS 
JOBM  T.  ISUBTACB 


Admin]sterli«  the 
Sinking  Fund. 


NATAL. 


No.  11. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fix)in  LieutenantrGovernor  Keate  to 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

(No.  41.) 
Mt  Lord,  Govemment  House,  Natal,  March  8,  1872. 

I  AM  at  length  enabled  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  for  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870.  The  causes  of  the  very 
serious  delay  in  its  completion  were  explained  in  a  Despatch  I 
addressed  to  your  Lordsnip  in  May  last,  and  I  may  add  that  the 
difficulties  to  lie  contended  with,  both  as  regards  the  paucity  of  hands 
in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department,  owing  to  tne  action  of  the 
Legpislative  Council,  and  the  public  printing,  consequent  upon  the 
general  morement  towards  the  Diamond-fields,  have  very  materially 
increased  since  that  date.  In  order  that  no  further  delay  may  take 
pliuse  in  its  transmission,  I  am  obliged  to  confine  myself  to  a  very 
cursory  review  of  its  contents. 


Katai. 
No.  11. 
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^!^I^  2.  In  reriewing  the  transactions  of  1869, 1  reported  that  for  the 

first  time  for  several  years  the  revenue  of  that  year  had  been  more 
than  eoiial  to  the  expenditure.  In  1870  the  revenue  exceeded  the 
expenditure  by  9^834.  There  was  no  difference  in  the  souroea  from 
which  the  income  of  these  two  year?  w^  derived*  nqr  were  there  in 
1870  any  exceptional  demands  on  the  revenue  to  be  met  The 
income  of  1870  surpassed  that -of  1869  by  11,482/. 

3.  The  expenditure  of  1870,  if  compared  with  that  of  1869, 
deducting  arrears  pwd  in  1869  for  1868,  would  show  a  slight  increase. 
This  is  nothing  more  than  a  partial  return  to  a  standard  of  expendi- 
ture for  gener^  purposes  which  in  the  years  of  deficient  revenue  had 
been  departed  from,  and  the  ordinary  unavoidable  expansion  of  outlay 
in  a  country  which  is  in  a  progressive  state. 

4.  That  the  Colony  is  in  a  progressive  state,  the  subjoined  return 
of  its  shipping  and  trade  during  the  five  years  ending  on  the 
Slst  December,  1870,  with  a  subsidiary  statement  referring  to  the 
first  six  months  of  I87I9  will  serve  to  show. 

AcooxTNT  of  Shifpino  and  Teadb,  Ivwabds  and  Octwabds,  from  1866  to  1870 
inolnsiTe,  and  for  the  first  Six  MonthB  of  1871. 


Ymr, 

Shipping 
InwutU. 
Annual 
Tonnage. 

Valoeof 
Import!. 

Costoms' 
Bevenae. 

ShlpplM 
OutWMdB. 

Tonnage. 

Value  or 
ExportaL 

1866-        -        - 
1867      •        - 
1868- 

1869      -        . 
1870. 

First  six  months 
1871- 

on 

•    -/ 

26.142 
26.625 
26,872 
26,022 
28.881 

12,892 

263,305 
269,580 
317,432 
380,331 
429.527 

237,568 

29,505 
35,801 
30,475 
39.702 
45,571 

24,252 

25,627 
26.288 
24.507 
25,041 
24,005 

13,730 

203.402 
225,671 
271,949 
363.262 
382,979 

284,282 

5.  But  it  has  become  a  question  of  considerable  interest,  and  one 
in  the  reply  to  which  the  Colony  is  very  deeply  concerned,  what  is  to 
be  the  effect  upon  its  fortunes,  for  good  or  for  evil,  of  the  discovery 
of  the  Diamond-fields  on  the  Vaal  Kiv«*?  This  discovery  has  drawn 
a  numerous  population  to  a  tract  of  country  which  in  itself  ofiers  no 
inducement  either  of  soil  or  climate  to  settlers.  The  migration  from 
the  Cape  Provinces,  from  Natal,  and  from  the  Orange  Free  State 
and  Transvaal  territories,  has  been  followed  by  one  which  seems 
likely  to  be  of  larger  dimensions  from  England,  Australia,  and  else- 
where. It  was  at  first  feared  that,  as  in  tl^  case  of  the  ov^-vaunted 
discoveries  of  gold  in  1869,  there  would  be  a  rapid  reflux  of  the 
stream  of  immigration,  but  as  yet  no  signs  have  been  exhibited  of 
the  success  obtained  beinff  on  the  wane.  The  area  of  search  is 
extending,  the  quantity  of  tne  ^niB  found  is  ever  on  the  increase, 
and  their  quality,  if  anything,  is  improving.  It  is  difficult  to  state 
the  value  of  the  diamonds  exported  through  the  Colony,  so  many 
having  been  carried  away  undeclared  by  passengers  by  the  bwneward 
steamers.  The  records  of  the  Durban  Custom  House  only  give 
9,6151  as  the  total  value  of  the  gems  exported  in  1870,  hut  for  the 
first  ten  months  of  1871  the  return  stands  at  32,056^ 

6.  That  a  very  great  impulse  has  thu3  been  given  to  the  trade  of 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


or  HEB  majesty's  COLOmAIi  POSSESSIONS.  87 

South  Africa,  taken  as  a  whole,  there  can  he  no  doubt  For  the  present  Natal, 
it  would  seem  to  have  manifested  itself  most  extensively  in  the  eastern  """"" 
provinces  of  the  Cape  Colony,  which  have  a  long-established  business 
connection  with  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  where  there  are  in  some 
respects  great  facilities  of  transport.  But  in  Natal  also  the  year 
18/0  was  marked  by  a  decided  increase  in  the  quantity  and  value  of 
its  imports,  and  in  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  the  Customs 
duties.  In  the  year  1871  just  closed  the  impetus  was  more,  but  not 
much  more  than  maintained,  while  the  diminution  of  its  white  popu- 
lation from  the  movement  towards  the  Vaal  River,  which  the  CTolony 
has  already  experienced,  proportionately  great,  though  in  itself,  as 
compared  with  the  exodus  from  the  Cape  Colony,  numerically  incon- 
siderable, is  more  severely  felt  than  is  probably  the  icase  in  the  sister 
Colony. 

7.  There  are  not  wanting,  however,  at  this  time  signs  of  renewed 
vitality  in  the  trade  which  has  been  fostered  by  these  discoveries. 
The  demand  for  carriage  and  transport  is  now  causing  a  very  heavy 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  Colony,  and  the  Customs'  returns  for 
the  first  two  months  of  the  present  year  have  exceeded  those  of  a 
like  period  in  any  previous  year,  Tnere  are  many  who  think  that 
the  relative  advantages  of  the  two  routes  by  Port  Elizabeth  and 
Natal  are  to  be  measured  by  the  rates  of  Customs  duties  levied  in 
each.  So  long  as  by  either  line  the  removal  of  goods  from  the  sea 
port  to  the  interior  is  dependent  for  carriage  upon  the  ox  waggon, 
the  superior  pastoral  character  of  Natal  will  render  it  unnecessary,  as 
well  as  impolitic,  that  she  should  embark  in  a  war  of  tariflfe.  This 
natural  superiority  will  give  her  a  fair  share  in .  the  profits  to  be 
obtained  from  this  new  field  of  enterprise.  It  would  be  as  unwise  as 
it  would  be  fruitless,  to  aim  at  a  monopoly,  or  a  superabundance  of 
benefit,  by  means  of  fiscal  legislation. 

8.  The  opening  up  of  the  interior  of  the  continent  by  enterprises 
devoted  to  the  extraction  of  its  mineral  wealth  will  no  doubt,  for  a 
time,  divert  the  stream  of  immigration,  never  a  very  copious  one, 
from  the  cuUivatable  lands  of  the  two  colonies  to  the  bare  river 
Iianks  along  which  the  new  population  is  extending  itself ;  but  this  is 
a  population  requiring  to  be  fed  from  other  sources,  and  it  offers 
therefore  a  fresh  and  a  continually  widening  market,  not  only  to  the 
trader  in  imported  goods,  but  to  the  local  producer  of  consumable 
comraoditiesw  The  coast  produce  of  Natal  is  finding  its  way  up  to 
the  Vaal  in  increasing  quantities,  and  if  the  up-country  farmers  are 
leaving  their  homestead^  to  try  their  fortunes  at  "  the  Fields,"  not 
only  will  many  of  them  return  to  their  more  congenial  ajnd,  as  they 
will  probably  find  by  their  experience,  equally  remunerative  labours, 
but  a  portion  of  the  overflow  of  the  immigrant  population  will,  it  may 
be  hoped  and  expected,  follow  in  their  wake,  and  be  induced,  by  the 
many  advantages  of  soil  and  climate,  to  become  permanent  residents 
in  llatal. 

9.  In  the  meantime  the  more  legitimate  business,  as  I  may  call  it, 
of  the  Colony,  has  not  slackened.  The  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  annual  export  by  sea  of  sugar  during  a  series  of  ten  years, 
arranged  acconling  to  the  crop  season,  that  is  to  say,  ending  on  the 
30th  June  in  each  year ; — 
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Natal.  •^  Btatemknt  of  the  Ankual  Exfobt  of  Scgab,  based  on  the  C^op  Skabov, 

being  the  12  months  ended  80th  Jone  in  eadi  year. 


Qowtor  ended 

Qoarter  ended 

Qiuirter  ended 

Quarter  ended 

TotaL 

Exported  in 

SOUiSe|>tenber. 

3 let  llecembrr. 

3l8t  March. 

SOChJoae. 

Twdvammlfas. 

Twelve  moatbt. 

Tona. 

Value. 

Tone.  1  Veloe. 

Tun^ 

Velne. 

ToDB.  '  Taloe. 

Tooa. 

Valoe. 

GropseMQii 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1860-61 

184 

4,700 

356 

8.930 

187 

4.367 

136       3.399 

857 

31.3V6 

1861-M 

901 

6,066 

846 

6,713 

lU 

3.943 

67  ;     1.969 

659 

17.6T8 

1863-68 

)35 

4,506 

445 

10,761 

168 

4.338 

85        1.991 

833 

31,481 

186»-«4 

335 

4,084 

610 

14,940 

983 

19.343 

856  1     7.603 

8.818 

46.778 

1»066 

16,133 

1,636 

43,330 

1.046 

31.500 

414  '     6.651 

4.348 

96.514 

1865-66 

831 

18,161 

1,367 

87,043 

901 

16.043 

364       4.966 

3.414 

66.3U 

1866-67 

781 

16,646 

1,306 

88,337 

803 

17.050 

883       6.091 

3.174 

68.311 

1867-48 

746 

15,166 

1,733 

33,156 

1,557 

89.691 

637      13.397 

4,658 

89,518 

1868-66 

7fO 

16,185 

1,686 

33.114 

8.611 

46.787 

1.068     31.606 

6.159 

116,691 

1868-TO 

1,440 

29,317 

1,357 

48,091 

1.385 

37.333 

483        9,905 

5.564 

114,444 

18T0-tl 

1.474 

33,836 

3.066 

41.557 

8,737 

55.571 

1,374     89.964 

7,661 

159,430 

I  add  to  it  a  statement  of  the  wool  exported  in  the  ten  years  from 
1861  to  1870  inclusive,  and  in  the  nine  months  of  1871,  ending  on 
the  30th  September  last 

AoDOUSt  of  Wool  fixpoRTKD  in  yean  (ended  8Ut  December),  fnnn  IStil  to  1870, 
with  9  months  (ended  30th  September)  of  1871. 


Yean. 


1861  - 

1862  - 

1863  - 

1864  - 

1865  - 

1866  - 

1867  - 

1868  - 

1869  . 

1870  . 
Nine  months  of  1871 


Lba.  weight 


647,679 
906.823 
1,184.621 
1.443,6M 
1,567,952 
1,660,330 
1,974,447 
2,717,381 
8,850,437 
3,612,501 
4.814,710 


Talne. 


£ 

82,880 

38.432 

48,519 

61.590 

66,647 

70,993 

80,999 

91,630 

105,544 

120,778 

140,597 


10.  That  the  import  trade  of  the  Colony  has  progressively 
increased  since  1866,  the  year  of  the  greatest  depression  which 
supervened  upon  the  oyertrading  of  previous  years,  is,  I  think,  con- 
clusively shown  by  the  following  statement  of  the  value  of  imports, 
and  of  Customs  revenue  received,  being  a  comparison  of  receipts  at 
ad  valorem  and  at  specific  rates  of  duty,  with  the  relative  values  of 
ad  valorem  and  rated  goods  respectively,  exhibiting  the  percentage 
borne  by  the  former  to  the  total  return  of  imports. 

Customs  Dviies  and  Value  of  ^Imports. 

CoMFABisoH  of  BxosiFTS  of  Bfbcifio  and  Ad  Valorem  Bates  of  Dmis ;  also 
Bklahyb  YALcn  of  Bated  and  Ad  Valorem  Goods,  showing  peroentage  of 
the  latter  to  Total  Imports. 


DaUee  Beoelvcd. 

Value  of  Goods  Imported. 

Peraentase 

Yean. 

1 

Rated 

Ad     1    ToUl 

Bated 

Ad 

ToUl 

Goods  to  total 

Goods. 

valorem.  Recdpta. 

Goods. 

▼alorem. 

Receipts. 

Impnts. 

£ 

£      1      £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Fcrcent. 

1866        .        -        - 

18,828  10,534:  29,362 

105,204 

158,101 

263,305 

60 

1867   .        .        -    - 

23,129  12,309  35,438 

88,136 

181,444 

269,580 

67 

1868        •        -        - 

14,333  15,598 

29,931 

98,437 

223,999 

317,432 

70 

1869    -        •        -    - 

20,078  18,952 

89,030 

112,610 

267,721 

380,331 

70 

1870        ..        - 

24,293'  20,677 

44,970 

126,327 

303,200 

429,527 

71 

Nino  months  of  1871 

17,338  16,288 

33,526 

96,476 

248,000 

344,476 

72 
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Tlie  value  of  ad  valorem  goods  is  on  an  average  71  per  cent  of  the       Natal. 

entire  importations.    These  represent  the  bulk  of  the  commerce  of         

the  Colony.  Rated  goods  consist  mainly  of  spirits,  wine,  and  such 
like  articles  of  consumption,  and  serve  to  indicate  but  very  slightly 
the  progress  of  general  trade.  The  second  column  in  this  statement 
shows  wat  the  revenue  derived  from  this  class  of  goods  has  grown 
steadily  and  without  a  check  since  the  disastrous  years  above  men* 
tioned. 

11.  The  statistics  of  1871  rather  than  those  of  1870  will  exhibit 
the  extent  to  which  agricultural  pursuits  have  been  effected  by  the 
movement  of  the  population  of  tne  Colony  towards  the  Diamond- 
fields.  At  the  present  moment  farmers  who  have  remained  in  the 
Colony  are  reaping  the  advantages  of  hiffh  prices,  while  to  the  con- 
sumer the  cost  of  living  is  very  considerably  on  the  increase. 

12.  As  compared  with  1869  the  returns  given  in  the  Blue  Book 
for  1870,  do  not  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  any  very  unfavourable 
result  had  yet  been  produced.  The  number  of  acres  under  various 
crops  throughout  the  Colony  in  whit^  hands  which  were  reaped  in 
that  year  was  greater  than  in  1869  by  1,347.  The  number  in  native 
bands  is  given  at  24,433  more  than  m  1869.  The  number  of  acres 
in  crop  at  the  dose  of  1870,  in  the  hands  of  colonists  stands,  as  com- 
pared with  the  returns  for  the  previous  year,  at  an  increase  of  5,968, 
the  number  in  native  hands  at  an  increase  of  36,214.  Of  live  stock 
possessed  by  Europeans  and  natives  respectively  the  returns  exhibit 
as  regards  tne  former  a  small  falling  off  in  horses,  but  as  regards  the 
latter  about  an  equivalent  increase.  There  was  during  the  year 
much  horse  sickness,  especially  on  the  coast  Of  homed  cattle,  sheep, 
and  goats,  the  only  instance  of  falling  off  is  in  the  number  of  non- 
wool-producin^  sheep  possessed  by  natives,  whose  cattle  and  gloats, 
however,  multiplied  considerably.  When  the  live  stock  in  the  hands 
of  the  native  population  is  kept  well  up  in  numbers,  it  is  a  sure  sign 
that  there  is  plenty  of  food  in  the  country.  This  is  also  shown  by 
the  average  pnce  of  Indian  com  throughout  the  year,  which  is  given 
at  68.  4^.  per  muid.    In  1869  it  reached  14&  5\d.  per  muid. 

13.  The  most  noticeable  advance  in  production  during  the  year 
under  review  is  in  the  article  of  coffee,  which  rose  in  quantity  irom 
4,058  lbs.  grown  in  1869  to  no  less  than  1,014,210  lbs.  It  is  pro- 
bable  that  in  a  short  time  the  market  at  the  Diamond-fields  will  be 
mainly,  if  not  entirely,  supplied  with  sugar  and  coffee  from  the  coast 
districts  of  Natal,  it  is  important  to  Uie  formation  of  a  judgment 
upon  the  development  of  industry  and  enterprise  in  these  districts  that 
tnis  destination  of  their  products  should  be  kept  in  view,  because  it  will 
necessarily  be  accompanied  by  a  falling  off  in  the  amounts  of  exports 
by  sea,  by  which  in  ordinary  circumstances  progress  is  apt  to  be 
exclusively  measured. 

14.  There  is  nothing  which  will  show  so  clearly  that  the  discovery 
of  diamonds  in  the  \^al  River  had  in  1870  not  yet  produced  any 
great  change  in  the  ordinary  condition  of  life  in  the  Colony,  as  a  com- 
parison of  the  returns  for  1869  and  1870  of  the  average  market 
prices  of  live  stock  and  produce.  The  retums  for  1871  will  no  doubt 
present  a  very  different  picture. 

15.  I  have  already  in  my  Despatches,  No.  112,  of  November  30th, 
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Natal,  1871,  and  No.  123,  of  December  21gt,  1871,  reported  upon  the  state 
of  the  hospitals  and  gaols  of  the  Colony.  I  regret  that  as  regards 
education  time  fails  me  to  do  more  than  request  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  two  Reports  enclosed  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 
who  is  also  visitor  of  native  schools, 

16.  The  year  1871  was  fixed  upon  for  taking  a  general  census 
throughout  the  British  dominions.  For  reasons  adduced  in  my  Des- 
patch, No.  48,  of  5th  July,  1870,  the  population  statistics  given  in  the 
Annual  Blue  Books  must  be  taken,  as  regards  this  Colony,  as  the  only 
possible  approach  to  an  enumeration  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  I  have 
endeavoured  to  ensure  that  those  prepared  for  the  Blue  Book  for 
1870  should  be  very  carefully  made  up.  It  will  be  desirable  that  a 
special  Report  should  be  made  upon  these  returns  when  received,  so 
as  to  connect  them  as  far  as  possible  with  the  general  census.  In  the 
mean  time  it  would  serve  little  purpose,  at  this  late  date,  to  comment 
upon  those  contained  in  the  compilation  now  transmitted, 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Robebt  W.  Keatb, 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

,      Ac.      &c,      &c 


Enoloauro  1 
in  No.  11. 


Ifulu^trial 
bcli(K)L 


TIio  American 
dlistfiona. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  11. 
Nattvb  Schools. 

1.  Industrial  School.-^Wiih  the  year  18G9  the  grants  which  had 
hitherto  been  made  to  various  mission  stations  for  iudustrial  purposes 
ceased,  excepting  a  grant  to  Spriiiffvale,  which  was  continued  to  tlje 
middle  of  1870,  in  order  to  enable  the  Rev.  H.  Calloway  to  finish 
some  printing  in  which  he  was  engaged* 

2.  The  Amerioan  Ifwtoiw,— VVithin  the  peri<)d  of  1869-70  the 
American  missionaries  have  been  carrying  out  their  plan  of  supplying 
the  native  schools  of  their  own  and  other  Missions  witn  native  teachers, 
and  with  this  view  of  maintaining  and  enlarging  their  central  training 
schools  for  native  boys  at  Amanzimtote,  and  tor  native  girls  at  the 
Inanda. 

3.  Their  system  is  this :  to  take  native  lads,  who  have  shown  apti- 
tude for  learning,  from  the  various  Mission  stations,  and  send  them  to 
the  Amanzimtote,  there  to  put  the  lads  under  a  thorough  discipline, 
to  wean  them  from  their  native  habits,  by  accustoming  them  to  the 
habits  of  a  civilized  life,  and  to  give  them  siich  a  schooling  as  may 
enable  them,  when  they  have  grown  up,  to  become  teachers  at  the 
stations  and  at  the  kraals  of  the  natives. 

4.  In  connection  with  this  object  the  girls'  school  at  the  Inanda 
has  been  established.  The  b^t  girls  are  sent  from  the  various 
stations  and  accustomed,  under  a  strict  discipline,  to  the  habits  of 
civilization.  They  are  then  to  be  married  to  the  lads  at  the  Aman- 
zimtote station,  so  as  to  stop,  if  possible,  the  tendency  of  the  semi- 
civilized  native  to  fall  back  on  die  habits  of  the  kraal,  when  be 
marries  a  girl  who  has  had  no  such  training  as  that  through  which  he 
himself  has  passed* 
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The  results  of  this  curious  experiment  to  raise  up  among  the       Natal. 

natives  a  caste  of  (comparatively  speaking)  learned  men,  with  learned         

wives,  who  can  also  wash,  and  sew,  and  dress  themselves,  and  cook  food 
in  our  fashion,  have  yet  to  be  seen.  It  is  a  part  of  an  experiment, 
which  the  Americans  haVe  undertaken ;  and  it  consists,  in  fact,  in 
reversing,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  system  of  proselytizing  hitherto 
adopted ;  for,  whereas  the  plan  of  missionaries  has  been,  and  still  is, 
to  draw  the  KafBr  irom  his  kraal  to  the  school  and  church  at  the  station, 
the  ohject  of  the  American  missionaries  is  to  plant  the  school  and  tho 
church  in  the  kraal. 

5.  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  this  attempt  (so  far  as  it  con- 
cerns supplying  schools  and  teachers  to  the  kraals)  could  not.  have 
been  made  by  the  Government,  rather  than  by  a  religious  body. 

The  native  teacher,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Mission  station,  may 
contrive  to  keep  a  school  about  him  under  the  influence  of  the  mis- 
sionary, whose  servant  he  is,  and  he  may  be  able  to  hold  his  own  in 
those  little  bodies  of  semicivilized  natives,  who  here  and  there  are 
found  living  in  square  houses  in  villages  by  themselves  (as  at  New 
Leeds,  and  at  Springfield,  behind  the  Berea,  and  at  Empoleveni), 
removed  from  the  authority  of  a  chief  or  headman,  and  from  the 
customs  and  laws  of  the  kraal ;  but  also,  away  from  the  Mission  station, 
though  under  the  spiritual  guidance  of  some  member  of  a  religious 
body.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  headman  or  chief  will  wel- 
come to  the  kraal  a  native  who  comes  professing  not  only  to  teach 
the  children  of  the  kraal  readinjs^,  writing,  ciphering,  those  mystic 
signs,  in  fact,  with  which  the  white  man  works  such  wonders,  but 
also  to  teach  certain  principles  subversive  of  the  ancient  customs 
of  the  kraal,  and  consequently  of  the  authority  of  the  chief,  without, 
so  far  as  he  can  see,  making  his  people  more  powerful  or  better 
men. 

6.  The  American  schools  are  all  on  the  coast  range ;  above  Durban 
there  are  at  the  Inanda  a  common  school,  and  the  central  training 
(girls)  schools,  Esidumbini,  Umsunduzi,  and  Umvoti,  each  with  a 
day  school,  and  Mapumulo,  with  a  day  and  evening  school. 

7.  Inanda. — ^The  Inanda  common  school  at  present  is  only  in  the  Inanda. 
Second  Class  Drawing,  24Z.,  both  on  account  of  its  numbers  and 

from  the  position  which  its  head,  the  Rev,  Dr.  Lindlev,  holds,  the 
grant  to  this  station  should  be  placed  in  the  First  Gass  Drawing,  50t 

8.  Umau/nduzi. — From  the  register  of  the  school  at  Umsunduzi  it  UmsunduzK 
would  seem  that  the  attendance  is  as  large  as  at  the  Inanda;  the 

acting  visitor,  in  1869,  however,  stayed  a  night,  and  waited  till  nearly 
midday  on  the  morrow,  but  the  missionary  was  unable  to  muster  more 
than  half-a-dozen  lads  from  the  kraals  to  make  a  school. 

9.  Umvdi. — Mr.  Grout  is  in  America,  so  that  the  school  at  the  Umvoti. 
Umvoti  Mission,  over  which  he  presided,  is  in  charge  of  Rev.  D, 
Bood,  irom  the  Amanzimtote.     An  effort  has  been  made  to  induce 

the  natives  settled  at  this  station  (who  are  doing  well)  to  support 
their  own  schools ;  at  present,  apparently,  to  little  purpose,  to  judffe 
from  the  retuins,  but  Mr.  Rood  is  going  to  insist  on  their  partiaUy 
supporting  their  teachers  in  1871,  They  have  two  native  school- 
masters, who  were  trained  at  Amanzimtote ;  here,  as  at  the  Aman- 
zimtote station^  Mr.  Rood  reports  a  balance  in  hand  of  some  201.  of 
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the  grant,  after  the  native  teachers  have  been  paid;  there  seems, 
therefore,  to  be  no  occasion  to  keep  up  the  vrhole  grant  of  50Z.,  par- 
ticularly if  Mr.  Rood  succeeds  in  his  attempts  to  make  the  natives 
pay  for  their  own  teachers. 

10.  Esidrimbini. — ^The  school  at  Esidumbini,  in  like  manner,  is 
in  charge  of  a  Mr.  Peacefull,  in  the  absence  in  America  of  Rev.  J. 
Tyler. 

11.  MapumtUo. — The  school  at  Mapumulo  is  in  good  order.  The 
Rev.  A.  Abraham  has  added  lately  a  schoolmistress  (white)  and  two 
(native)  assistants.  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice  that  this  school  has 
been  at  work  when  I  have  come  to  the  station  unexpectedly.  I  think 
this  school,  from  its  character  and  numbers,  should  receive  the  higher 
grant  of  50L 

12.  The  Inanda  Training  School  for  native  girls,  after  many  delays, 
caused  particularly  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  thoroughly  competent 
mistress,  was  at  lenprth  opened  in  March,  1869,  in  charge  of  Mrs. 
Edwards.  The  buildinfrs  form  three  sides  of  an  oblong:  in  the  front 
and  centre  are  Mrs.  Edwards  rooms;  the  right  wing  holds  tiie 
schoolroom,  dining-room,  and  kitchen ;  the  other  wing  holds  the  girls' 
bedrooms,  a  washing-room,  and  store-rooms,  have  still  to  be  added  to 
complete  the  fourth  side  of  the  oblong.  Great  pains  are  taken  to 
drill  the  girls  in  the  habits  of  civilized  life.  When  the  school  was 
first  opened,  and  furniture  was  all  to  be  found,  there  was  nothing  for 
it  but  to  put  the  pot  on  the  ground,  round  which  the  girls  squatted, 
in  Kaffir  fashion,  and  served  out  the  *^  scoff"  (porridge)  to  and  over 
each  other.  This  has  long  since  passed  way.  Now  they  sit  on  forms, 
at  a  table,  and  the  food  is  brought  in  from  the  kitchen,  and  is  duly 
served  out  to  them  on  platters.  Three  girls  are  told  off  each  week  to 
clean  dishes,  cook,  and  feed  the  fire.  Another  party  has  to  clean  the 
rooms.  They  sleep  on  bedsteads ;  i.  e.  off  the  floor,  and  wear  blue 
cotton  frocks. 

13.  The  schoolroom  is  the  best-finished  room,  in  its  way,  in  the 
Colony,  The  furniture  was  brought  from  America ;  and  the  careful 
love  of  the  American  for  the  place  where  his  child  is  getting  his 
schooling  shows  itself  in  the  beauty  and  neatness  of  every  article  in 
the  schoolroom,  from  the  curious  little  weapons  for  sharpening  pencils 
up  to  the  pretty  desks  and  forms,  with  their  iron  legs  and  mouldings 
painted  blue,  in  contrast  to  the  light  maple-wood  of  the  desks  and 
seats. 

14.  There  were  23  girls  when  the  acting  visitor  was  there  in 
August,  1869 :  since  that  time  the  school  has  increased  till  it  has  30, 
and  the  present  buildings  can  hold  no  more. 

15.  Nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  quiet  order  and  promptness 
with  which  everything  is  done  in  the  schoolroom.  Outside,  when  at 
liberty,  they  are  a  set  of  noisy  hoydens,  screaming  and  gesticulating, 
with  arms  and  legs  like  the  savages  they  still  are,  but  in  the  school- 
room they  are  as  orderly  as  any  quiet  school  of  white  girls.  Putting 
the  personal  influence  of  Mrs.  Edwards  aside,  this  quiet  and  order  is 
the  result  of  the  admirable  school  drill,  as  precise  and  unchanging  as 
the  drill  of  troops,  and  producing  similar  results,  especially  in  this, 
that  obedience  to  orders  becomes  easy,  prompt,  almost  involuntary,  to 
the  great  increase  of  efficiency  and  saving  of  time  and  temper. 
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IG.  As  an  example  of  their  mere  school  attainments,  I  mention       Natal. 

that  I  examined  them,  after  they  had  been  six  months  ][under  Mrs,         

Eilwards,  and  though  it  is  true  they  had  been  (probably  all  of  them) 
to  some  one  or  other  of  the  schools  of  the  stations  whence  they  had 
been  drafted,  yet  it  is  no  disparagement  to  those  sc(iools  to  say  that  I 
have  never  known  any  results  such  as  the  following:  20  of  them 
were  working  sums  in  arithmetic ;  of  these  S  were  in  Colenzo  Pro- 
gressive Examples,  Series  1,  Ex.  26,  and  each  girl  took  a  separate 
sum,  of  which  this  is  a  sample :  92Z.  0«.  9^d.  x  9,  out  of  these  8,  7  had 
their  sums  right  Another  class  of  6  were  working  in  short  division, 
and  a  third  class  of  6  in  simple  multiplication,  with  more  or  less 
failures ;  still  with  intelligence  and  accuracy. 

17.  These  are  results  which  compare  favourably  with  any  white 
school  in  the  Colony  (excepting  the  high  schools) ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  our  schools  are,  from  necessity,  made  up  of  most 
unequal  materials ;  and  while  several  scholars  in  a  school,  of  course, 
can  do  much  more  difficult  work  than  this,  others  in  the  same  school 
cannot  do  nearly  as  well.  Mrs.  Edwards  teaches  them  entirely  in 
English ;  and,  while  learning  Zulu,  has  or  had  an  asristant,  Miss  Rood, 
to  act  as  interpreter  in  some  lessons ;  as,  for  instance,  in  Endish  read- 
ing, to  secure  that  they  understand  what  they  read,  by  ma&ng  them 
translate  it  into  Zulu. 

18.  I  think  a  liberal  grant  to  this  school,  say  200Z.,  to  enable  them 
to  enlarge  their  present  quarters,  so  as  to  take  in  more  boarders, 
would  be  well  spent  if  the  objects  which  the  school  has  in  yiew  con- 
tinue to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Government 

19.  American  Schools  helow  Durban, — Along  the  coast,  on  the  American 
other  side  of  Durban,  the  following  are  the  schools  belonging  to  the  ^^^^*^^ 
American  Mission.    At  Amanzimtote  a  central  training- school  for 

boys,  and  a  common  school ;  a  common  day  school  at  Ipune,  Amah- 
lon^wa,  Ifafa,  and  Umtwalume,  and  at  Unzumbe  Tthe  most  southerly 
station,  some  three  hours  from  the  Umzimkulu,  tne  old  boundary  of 
our  Colony),  a  common  day  and  evening  school 

20.  Pursuing  their  plan  of  substituting  native  teachers  for  whites, 
the  missionaries  have  withdrawn  from  the  Ipune  and  Amahlongeva 
Stations,  and  the  schools  are  left  in  charge  of  masters  trained  at  the 
Amanzimtote  school:  the  common  school  at  Amanzimtote  itself  is 
left  in  charge  of  two  natives,  a  man  and  a  woman ;  while  the  only 
schools  still  under  whit«  masters  are  at  Umzumbe,  where  Mrs.  Bobbins 
has  a  school,  with  a  native  under  her,  Umtwalume,  which,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Rev.  H.  Wilder,  has  been  admirably  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Hooper,  and  at  Ifafa,  which,  however,  has  just  been  closed. 

20a.  Amanzimtote  Common  School. — I  do  not  think  that  those  Amanzimtote 
schools,  at  which  a  native  presides,  require  more  than  a  grant  of  24Z.  5^^",*^'* 
for  purposes  strictly  of  education.  At  Amanzimtote,  for  instance, 
Mr.  Kood  has  been  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  more  than  25Z., 
and  has  asked  for  leave  to  apply  a  portion  of  the  grant  (50if.)  to 
paying  a  teacher  in  a  kraal  some  miles  off.  I  think  the  ^ant  at 
Amanzimtote  should  be  reduced  to  24/.,  with  the  understanding  that 
Mr.  Rood,  or  Mr.  Pixly  (whoever  is  the  present  manager  of  the 
station)  should  get  a  grant  of,  say  12i,  for  the  outlying  school,  if  the 
school  requires  it. 
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21,  Ifafa. — The  school  at  the  Ifafa  Mission  was  not  iti  a  satis- 
factory condition  when  I  was  there  in  September,  1870.  The  mis- 
sionarj  in  charge  of  the  station  had  jnst  left  for  America,  and  I  have 
not  yet  heard  to  what  resolution  the  missionaries  have  come  as  to  the 
future  management  of  the  station.  At  present  I  see  no  reason  for 
continuing  the  grant 

May  1,  1871.— Since  this  Report  was  written,  I  have  heard  from 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Wilder  that  he  has  put  a  native  tercher  at  this  station, 
with  a  regular  attendance  of  25.  It  may  be  advisable,  therefore,  to 
keep  a  grant  of  122.  for  this  case. 

22.  Amanzimide  Central  Training  School  for  Native  Boys. — The 
central  training  school  for  boys  as  Amanzimtote,  under  the  Rev.  W. 
Ireland's  management,  has  steadily  increased  in  numbers  and  effi- 
ciency from  1866,  when  I  found  18  scholars,  who  had  only  been 
gathered  together  about  two  months  in  a  schoolroom,  which  at  that 
time  was  not  large  enough  for  them,  to  1868,  when  the  room  had 
been  enlarged,  and  there  were  29  scholars  present,  with  32  on  the 
books,  until  in  last  September,  when  I  found  41  present  and  42  on 
the  books ;  and  the  enlarged  room  was  no  longer  large  enough  for 
the  health  of  the  lads ;  and,  with  signs  of  sickness  amon^  them,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  make  a  great  effort  to  place  the  institution 
at  once  on  a  larger  basis,  so  as  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for 
trained  natives  m  the  various  native  schools  in  the  Colony.  TTie 
mission  has  asked  the  Government  for  aid  in  erecting  new  and 
extensive  buildings,  which  may  not  require  enlargement  for  a  long 
time  to  come.     They  have  asked  for  a  grant  of  5001.  or  600Z.§ 

§May  1,  1871* — I  have  just  received  the  estimated  expense  of  the 
works,  which  are  already  begun*  They  estimate  that  the  buildings 
alone  will  cost  630/.,  exclusive  of  all  furniture. 

42.  The  amount  of  wd  which  the  Government  can  give  the  insti- 
tution depends  of  course  on  considerations  of  which  I  know  nothing  ; 
but  considering  the  liberal  grants  which  were  made  to  the  industrial 
schools,  with  very  doubtful  results,  I  hope  it  may  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  give  substantial  assistance  to  an  undertaking 
which  has  already  done  so  much*  They  had  sent  out  10  drilled 
masters  in  September  last,  and  I  know  of  another  since  that  time.  I 
have  asked  for  a  special  Report  on  the  number  of  teachers  which 
have  beeu  sent  out  from  this  school. 

43.  As  instances  of  the  proficiency  which  these  lads  hare  required, 
I  mention  that  I  heard  a  class  of  7  in  mental  arithmetic,  to  each  of 

•  whom  a  sum  was  given  to  be  worked  out  in  his  bead ;  such  as — 

J  of  27|  =  liowmuch? 

6  boys  [answered  aright ;  one  failed,  and  was  corrected  by  the  fifth 
boy  in'  the  class.  The  questions  and  answers  are  given  in 
English. 

44.  29  of  them  had  each  such  a  question  as  40  is  fths  of  bow  many 
times  8.  Of  these  6  failed  to  answer  aright  a  first  question,  but  an- 
swered the  second  question.  2  only  failed  to  answer  their  seoeind  qnestion. 
^    45.  30  tried  the  following  piece  of  dictation :—  ^ 
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"  Water,  you  know,  is  not  always  in  a  licjuid  state.     You  have       Natal. 
seen  it  changed  by  cold  into  ice,  and  by  heat  into  steam,  or  vapour. 
You  must  have  obiserved,  too,  that  ice  is  changed  back  into  water  by 
heat,  and  steam  by  cold." 

Two  had  no  errors,  and  the  whole  had  an  average  of  6  errors  each. 

46.  7  were  in  Algebra,  using  Colenzo's  *  Algebra,*  working  such 
sums  as— 

11  others  were  in  vulgar  fractions;  5  were  in  division  of  money;  5 
in  multiplication  of  money ;  4  in  addition  of  money ;  and  9  in  the 
earlier  rules. 

And  all  working  accurately,  and  with  comparative  ease. 

47.  With  every  allowance  for  the  fact  that  these  are  picked  lads 
from  14  to  18  years  old,  these  results  are  surprising  for  this  Colony, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  them  elsewhere. 

48.  P.  M.  Burg  Centred  Training  School, — ^The  Training  School  P.  M.  Burg 
at  P.  M.  Burg,  belonging  to  the  Free  Kirk  of  Scotland,  under  the  ^mSiL 
Rev.  James  Allison,  has  12  scholars,  some  of  these  act  as  teachers  School. 

to  the  large  evening  school  of  adults.     The  new  country  station  at 
Empoliveni  has  a  school  of  thirty-one,  they  are  all  very  young  and  the  Empolivcnl. 
teachingat  present  is  confined  to  Kafir. 

49.  Wedeyan  Church  (Native). — Of  the  schools  belonging  to  the  Wesleyan 
Wesleyan  Church,  three  industrial  schools  were  closed  at  the  end  of  ^^j^^n 
1869,  viz.  at  Indaleni,  Edendale,  and  Verulam:  the  common  day 
schools  continue  at  those  places,  and  a  day  and  evening  school  at 

P.  M.  Burg,  and  an  evening  school  at  Durban. 

50.  Vervlum, — ^The  school  at  Verulam  was  visited  by  me  in  Sep-  Vemlam. 
tember,  1869,  and  was  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition :  several  changes 

in  the  supervision  of  the  station  had  taken  place  ;  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Stott 
had  only  lately  come  to  take  charge,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the 
school  could  hardly  be  said  to  exist.  Mr.  Stott  has  a  character  for 
energy  and  management,  and  the  returns  for  1870  seem  to  show  im- 
provement, it  is  one  of  the  few  schools  where  Zulu  is  not  now  taught 
as  a  preliminary  to  English. 

51.  Chwrch  of  South  Africa. — Application  has  lately  been  made  Church  of 
by  the  Rev.  James  Green  for  a  grant  in  support  of  a  native  common  ^^^^  Africa. 
clay  school,  and  an  evening  school  held  in  the  new  Church  of  St. 
Martin's,     The   visitor  found  a  day  school  of  14,  with  25  on  the 
register  in  charge  of  a  white  teacher  (a  Mr.  Markhym),  who  has 

been  emploved  in  similar  work  for  seveml  years ;  on  another  day  the 
visitor  found  an  evening  school  of  46  present.  I  think  this  school  the 
first  in  the  citv,  founded  by  the  South  African  body,  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footino:  as  the  St.  Mary's  school,  and  receive  a  grant 
of  50/.  "  ^ 

62.^  High  Flats.— The  Rev.  H.  Calloway  has  a  school  and  chapel  High  Flats. 
at  High  Flats,  with  an  attendance  of  25  scholars  on  an  average, 
and  60  on  the  list ;  he  has  applied  for  a  grant.  There  is  a  consider- 
able population  of  whites,  half-Ciistes,  and  blacks,  quite  sufficient  for 
a  common  school ;  some  of  the  Ogles  are  there.  1  think  a  grant  of 
24J,  might  be  made. 
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53.  Church  of  England  Mission,  Enwabe. — ^There  was  a  station 
and  school  on  the  coast  near  Isipingo^  which  in  1866  was  found  by 
the  acting  visitor  in  charge  of  the  B^v.  W.  Bauffh ;  this  station  had 
once  been  nearer  the  coas^  at  Clainnont,  but  as  &e  sugar  plantations 
were  made,  troubles  arose  about  cattle  trespassing  and  the  station  was 
moved  inland ;  what  with  the  removal  of  tne  station,  and  the  declin- 
ing health  of  the  Missionary  and  his  wife,  the  school  was  not  in  a 
thriving  condition,  and  subsequently  the  Missionary  left  the  station 
altogether.  At  the  end  of  1869,  the  Bishop  of  Natal  placed  a  Mis- 
sionary in  charge  of  the  station,  who  has  re-opened  the  school,  and 
has  had  a  steady  attendance  of  16  during  the  year;  the  sdiool- 
house  was  in  utter  decay,  and  a  new  school  is  necessary ;  the  school 
should  be  put  in  the  2nd  class,  receiving  a  grant  of  24/.  a  year; 
and  I  recommend  a  grant  of  302.  to  be  made  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  new  school-house. 

54.  Wesleyan  School  at  New  Leeds. — An  application  was  made  in 
1869,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Mason,  for  a  grant  to  a  school  at  New  Leeds 
which  had  been  supported  entirelv  by  a  group  of  native  fBonilies.  I 
visited  the  school  and  was  much  pleased  at  the  cleanliness,  good  order, 
and  sprightiiness  of  the  children  in  the  school ;  they  hi^  a  native 
teacher,  who  had  been  brought  up  at  the  Cape,  at  Mr.  AyliiTs  school ; 
there  were  16  children  present ;  their  writing  was  excellent,  dean 
and  careful,  and  what  they  knew  of  arithmetic  and  reading,  they  knew 
well  and  accurately.  As  this  is  an  instance  in  which  the  natives  have 
endeavoured  to  maintain  their  own  schoolmaster,  I  strongly  recom- 
mend it  for  a  grant  eaual  to  that  made  under  the  same  ciixuimstanoes 
for  the  group  of  families  at  Springfield,  on  the  Berea,  viz.  of  18/. 

55.  The  Kev.  D.  Lindley  reports  the  existence  of  a  school  in  a 
kraal,  about  three  miles  away  from  the  Inanda  station ;  it  has  been  in 
existence  more  than  a  year  and  has  30  scholars  in  it  The  native 
in  charge  of  it  is  a  teacher  well  known  to  Mr.  Lindley ;  I  recommend 
this  school  for  a  grant  of  12/. 

56.  The  visitor  who  has  been  absent  for  some  years  in  England  re- ' 
signed  at  the  end  of  June,  1870,  and  the  acting  visitor  received  the 
appomtment. 

(Signed) 

T.  Warwick  Brooks, 
Pietermaritzburg,  Visitor  of  Native  Schools. 

March  1,  1871. 


EncloBare  2 
in  No.  11. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  11. 

Beport  op  the  Acting  Superintendent  op  Education  fob 
THE  Year  1870. 

1.  The  measures  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govemm^t  for 
the  development  of  our  system  of  education  have  once  more  been 
postponed,  while  the  question  of  colonial  finance  remains  unsettied. 
^  2.  One  measure  which  the  Government  has  for  some  time  had  in 
view  is  to  substitute,  in  Pietermaritzburg  and  Durban,  Model  Scools, 
supported  and  managed  by  the  Grovernment,  for  schools  as  at  present 
fuded  by  grants. 
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3.  The  heads  of  these  schools  will  probably  have  to  be  sought  in       Natal. 
England  for  some  time  to  come;  they  must  be  qualified,  by  their 
training  at  home,  to  supply,  from  the  ranks  of  their  scholars,  teachers 
capable  of  taking  charge  of  the  country  schools  in  the  Colony. 

4.  To  enable  young  men  and  women  to  acquire  the  art  of  teaching 
at  these  central  training  schools,  it  may  be  necessary  to  pay  them  a 
small  salary  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  remain  at  school  some« 
what  longer  than  is  usual  with  those  of  our  young  people,  who  have 
to  begin  early  to  earn  the;r  livelihood. 

5.  Another  object  which  the  Government  has  in  view  is  to  appro- 
priate, from  year  to  year,  such  a  sum  of  money  as  the  Colony  can 
afford  for  the  purpose  of  building  school-houses  on  public  land.  There 
need  be  no  fear  that  Government,  in  thus  acting,  will  supersede  or 
interfere  with  private  efforts ;  the  system  partially  at  work  at  present, 
as  regards  granting  aids  to  maintain  schools,  might  be  equally  applied 
to  granting  aids  to  building  schools ;  that  is  to  say,  the  Government 
^ants  for  Duilding  might  l^ar  some  fixed  proportion  to  the  support 
m  money,  or  money's  worth,  guaranteed  by  the  neighbourhood  whicli 
applies  for  a  building  grant;  and  the  local  management  of  the  school 
might  remain,  as  now  (where  the  material  for  a  committee  exists)  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee ;  the  Government  would  only  have  to  be 
satisfied :  (i.)  That  the  land  was  duly  and  legally  alienated  for  the 
purpose  of  public  education ;  (ii.)  That  the  school  should  be,  as  is  the 
case  at  present  with  aided  schools,  under  the  inspection  of  an  officer 
or  boara  appointed  or  sanctioned  by  the  Government 

6.  The  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  has  been  absent  from 
this  Colony  smce  April,  1866,  on  public  service  not  connected  with 
this  department,  resigned  his  office  of  Superintendent  at  the  end  of 
June  ;  the  vacancy  thus  created  remains  unfilled,  awaiting  the  settle- 
ment of  our  colonial  finance. 

7.  When,  or  if,  the  vacancy  is  supplied,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
allow  the  Superintendent  some  clerical  asustance ;  the  present  business 
of  the  office  in  Pietermaritzburg,  which  could  well  be  discharged  by 
a  clerk,  occupies  time  which  me  Superintendent  should  have  for 
inspecting  schools  in  the  Colony. 

o.  The  High  School,  Pietermaritzburg,  which  had  an  average  at- 
tendance of  21  in  1869,  has  had,  throughout  1870,  a  steady  attendance, 
averaging  28 ;  this  arrested  increase,  under  the  present  able  manage- 
ment, seems  to  indicate  that  the  present  scholars  are  all  whose  parents 
can  pay  the  present  fee  without  inconvenience,  and  the  Government 
has  had  under  its  connderation  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  lower 
the  fees  without  materially  diminishing  the  revenue  derived  frt)m  them. 

9.  At  Durbim  the  Government  has  at  length  secured  laiger  quarters 
for  the  High  School ;  the  rooms  hitherto  occupied  by  the  High  School 
were  not  large  enough  to  bold  more  than  80  scholars,  and  the  Head 
Master  has  nad  to  refrise  numerous  applications  which  have  been 
made  to  him  to  admit  scholars ;  the  change  of  quarters  has  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  trying  whether  the  fees  could  be  lowered,  and  the 
numoer  of  scholars  so  increased  at  the  same  time,  as  to  save  the 
revenue  fixMn  much  loss,  and  the  Lieutenant-Goveraor  has  ordered  a 
reduction  of  the  fees  hitherto  demanded  to  a  uniform  fee  of  ten  shillings 
a  month,  to  commence  with  the  New  Year ;  if  the  reduction  works 

Q 
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Natau       hlAj  a  Ainilar  reduction  may  be  made  at  the  High  School,  Piet^- 
—        mahttborg:. 

10.  The  bondition  of  the  two  Gortgrnment  Schook  continues  to  be 
misatisfiictoty.  llie  GoTemment  School  at  Pietermaritzbnrg  had  an 
areta^  attendance  of-* 

104  in  the  year  1867 

100  H  18B8 

8T  „  1869 

79  „  1870 

^be  to6t  of  this  school  to  the  Goterninent  in  1870  has  been — 

Head  Master 200    0  0 

AflsiBtant  Teachers        -        -        -    -  200    0  0 

Bent  of  Schoolhouscs          -        -        -  36    0  0 

Petty  expenses     -•-        -        --  16  10  8 


10 


Total      ....    £452  10    8 


£   «. 

aoo  0 

160  0 
17  18 

d. 
0 
0 
8 

£86T  18 

2 

L  e.  the  cost  of  each  arerage  attendant  in  the  year  has  been  o?ar  114 
'shillings.    The  school  fees  in  the  year  bare  amounted  to  432.  15f. 

11.  The  Government  School  at  Durban  had  an  average  attendance 

118  in  the  year  1867 
94         „  1868 

87         „  1869 

69 -fe     „  1870 

The  cost  of  this  school  has  beeni  in  1870 : 
Head  Master     .... 
Aasistaiit  Teadiors        ... 
Petty  expenses  -        -        - 

Total       - 

dr  at  Bie  )*at^  of  lOe  shillings  a  head. 
The  school  fee^  in  the  year  have  amounted  to  8^  6t. 

12.  Makinff  allowance,  on  the  one  hand,  fbr  the  increased  actiriiy 
of  prirate  Qf  aenotninational  schools  in  Pietermaritzburg  and  Durban, 
but  eotisideringf^  oh  the  ether  haiid,  what  adrahtage  these  €bTenunent 
Sehools  hate  ore^  othei^s  (ad,  for  Instance,  a  greater  command  of 
money,  ttie  independence  of  the  mastei'  of  every  one  save  the  Gtoveni- 
metit),  it  i^  difficult  not  arrive  at  one  or  other  Of  these  fconclUsion?, 
tit. :  either  thkt  such  improvements  must  be  made  ih  the  management 
of  these  schools  as  to  maRe  tbeth  attraetive  and  usefhl  to  many  more 
scholats  than  those  who  at  presetit  attetid ;  or  that  the  exjienses  must 
be  reduced ;  or  that  the  schools  be  closed  altogether. 

13.  The  number  of  aided  schools  in  1870  was  65 ;  10  itinerants 
and  T  grants. 

The  total  cost  of  the  schools  maintained  or  aided  by  Government 
during  1870  was  as  follows: — 

£  i.  d 
Government  aid  ....  4,097  0  6 
Private  ittd 5,124    2    8 

Total    .       -        -        .£9,221    2    9 
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There  were —  Natal 

GoTeminent  Schools  -        -        -        -      4  " 

Aided  Schools      -        -         -        -    -     65 
Itinerant  Schools       -        -        -        -    10 

Total      -        -        .        .    79 

And  Ihe  average  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,797 ;  hence 
we  have  22*7  as  the  average  attendance  at  the  schools,  and  102 
shillings  as  the  cost  a  head. 

14.  The  following  books,  maps,  &c.,  were  issued  in  the  Educational 
Department  during  the  year : — 

Books 2,076 

Copy  Books 2,421 

Maps 25 

Begisters        -        ...    -  91 

WaU  Tablets       -        .        .        .  90 


Total  -        -        -4,703 

Of  these  the  following  were  sold : — 

Books 1,228 

iDopy  Books 2,277 

Maps 0 

Wall  Tablets           ....  12 

Total  -        -        -    8,517 

For  which  books  the  sum  of  57Z.  lOs.  Sd.  has  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury ;  this  iS)  within  a  few  pounds,  the  sum  which  has  been  paid  in 
each  year  for  some  time  from  the  sale  of  books,  and  the  grant  for  books, 
maps,  &c.,  has  been  for  some  time  50Z.  each  year ;  consequently,  by 
means  of  the  large  stock  of  books  provided  by  the  Superintendent  up 
to  1866,  and  the  small  yearlv  additions  purchased  with  the  501  vote, 
the  department  has  been  able  to  furnish  schools  at  their  commence- 
ment,  or  schools  in  poor  neighbourhoods,  with  the  necessary  class 
book%  as  well  as  schools,  both  public  and  private,  with  good  wall 
maps  at  no  {n^esent  cost  to  the  Colony. 

15.  Comparing  the  present  returns  with  those  of  former  years,  it  is 
noticeable  that  the  attendance  continues  to  increase,  though  not  so 
much  as  in  the  two  previous  years.  In  1867  the  attendance  which 
had  been  falling  during  the  two  past  years  to  1,290,  rose — 

In  1868,  to  1,491 
„  1869,  „  1,712 
„    1870,  „  1,797 

The  public  aid  to  schools  m  the  nast  year  (4,097Z.)  is  slightly  in 
excess  of  the  sums  spent  in  the  tnree  previous  years,  but  lias  not 
attained  to  the  amodnts  spent  in  1865,  1866,  viz.  4,1582.  and  4,4947« 


16.  la  jPietermaritzbarg^  the  Chapel  Street  School  has^  in  the 

g2 
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Natal.       course  of  the  year,  raised  its  average  attendance  to  3C,  and  has  fairly 
earned  the  higher  grant  of  5i»/. 

17.  At  Ridimoud  the  girls'  school  has  developed  into  a  boarding 
school,  to  which  its  supporters  have  ^ven  the  name  of  St  Mary's 
College.  It  is  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  T.  G. 
Feame ;  in  October  he  secured  the  services  of  Mrs.  Lon^hurst,  whose 
useful  sdiool  in  Pietermaritzburg  had  just  begun  to  receive  a  Govem- 
m«it  grant ;  considerable  difficulties  have  attended,  and  sdll  attend, 
this  undertakii^,  which  requires  no  small  outlay  for  buildings  and 
furniture  in  a  Colony  where  neither  capital  nor  labour  is  abundant ; 
a  good  boarding  school,  giving  a  fair  education  on  moderate  terms  to 
the  daughters  of  our  colonists,  is  an  object  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  as 
desirable  as  boarding  schools  for  our  boys. 

18.  A  day  school  for  girls  remains  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Eamshaw. 

19.  Anotner  year  has  passed  without  the  Government  having  been 
able  to  secure  a  title  to  the  land  and  school-house  occupied  by  Mr. 
Eearsley's  school ;  the  attendance  has  been  foiling  off,  and  the  school 
cannot  claim  for  the  year  a  higher  grant  than  252. 

20.  Remoyals  hare  taken  puice  among  the  little  group  of  fomilies 
whtdi  supported  the  school  at  Clarendon  ;  the  school  has  been  dosed, 
and  its  master  has  taken  charge  of  the  school  at  Fort  NottingfaanL 

21.  llie  school  at  Malton  last  year  received  a  new  master,  but  it 
seems  unable  to  maintain  its  numbers,  and  can  barely  claim  the  con- 
tinuance even  of  the  diminished  grant 

22.  The  Rev.  C.  Maber  has  encountered  delays  in  getting  a  board- 
ing school  at  work  for  the  nei^hbourliood  of  Bo^n,  so  that  there  has 
b^n  no  school  held  there  dunne  the  year. 

23.  Both  at  Broughton  and  Albert  the  schools  are  prospering,  and 
at  both  the  plan  of  t^ing  boarders  is  successiully  carried  out 

24.  The  schools  at  Lions'  River  and  Sterk  Spruit  were  closed  in 
June,  but,  under  Miss  Russell,  a  school  has  been  opened  at  Caver- 
sham  with  the  view  of  supplying  the  wants  of  both  places. 

25.  In  Durban  the  Coolie  &hools,  under  the*Kev.  R.  Stott,  hold 
their  ^und ;  in  tlie  absence  of  any  municipal  organization  for  giving 
the  children  of  the  Coolies  in  Durbian  the  means  of  education,  aU  that 
has  at  present  been  done  is  to  keep  a  common  day  school  on  foot, 
and  an  evening  school,  in  which  young  men  can  be  trained  to  act  as 
teachers  in  other  schools  as  they  spring  up ;  this  has  already  been  the 
case  at  Mr.  Robinson's  Estate  at  the  Lower  Umkomanzi,  and  will 

#  (there  is  reason  to  hope)  be  the  case  on  other  estates  on  the  coast ; 

the  Coolies  themselves  care  little  for  the  schooling  which  their  children 
get,  and  will  not  allow  their  girls  to  learn  at  all;  they  subscribe 
nothing  towards  their  schools  except  by  giving  the  master  occasional 
presents  of  food. 

26.  During  the  year,  the  school  held  in  St  Joseph's  has  steadily 
increased  its  numbers,  and  has  gained  the  full  aid  of  5021 

27.  St  Cyprian's  also  has  a  good  and  thriving  school  of  52  scholars 
at  the  end  of  the  year ;  it  has  made  good  its  claim  to  a  grant  of  501, 
the  highest  which  the  Government,  under  present  circumstances, 
allows  to  schools  of  this  class ;  both  these  schools,  which  are,  in  a  mea- 
sure, rivals,  and  successful  rivals  of  the  Government  School,  are  held 
at  present  in  the  body  of  their  respective  Churches ;  whether  for  this 
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or  other  reasons,  the  tone  of  these  schools  compares  favourably  with       Natal. 
that  of  the  Government  School.  -~" 

28.  Berea.  This  school,  which  was  almost  extinct  at  the  end  of 
1869,  secm-ed  the  services  of  Mrs.  Rippon ;  under  her  the  school  has 
prospered,  and  has  had  a  steady  attendance  through  the  year  averag- 
ing 41. 

29.  The  boys'  school  at  Addington  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the 
second  quarter;  thereupon  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Robinson  endeavoured  to 
organize  a  school  at  the  Point,  and  succeeded ;  on  leaving  for  Eng- 
land he  put  the  school  in  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  C.  Kirke,  whose 
sudden  death  has  interfered  with  the  prospects  of  a  school  for  which 
there  is  much  need. 

30.  Both  the  Mansion  House  and  Kennington  Schools  provide 
means  of  education  of  a  superior  kind  for  girls  in  Durban.  Under 
the  present  system  these  schools  have  earned  grants  in  aid  by  the 
good  results  which  they  showed  ;  facts,  both  at  Piet^rmatitzburg  and 
at  Durban,  prove  that  this  kind  of  school  can  hardly  be  maintained 
without  Government  aid. 

31.  At  Pinetown  the  school-house  has  been  unfortunately  destroyed 
by  lightning ;  Mr.  Welch  for  a  time  allowed  his  Chapel  to  be  used 
bv  the  school.  The  School  Committee  applied  to  Government  for  an 
aid  in  building  a  new  school-house,  but  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in 
reply  (agreeing  with  the  principle  of  the  application),  felt  unable  to 
comply  with  the  request  at  present,  until,  in  tact,  the  subject  of  public 
grants  for  school  building  had  been  discussed  and  arranged  between 
the  Governor  and  the  Council,  for  which  the  present  time  did  not 
seem  opportune. 

32.  The  school  at  Ifafa  has  been  doeed^  and  those  at  Esinkomheni 
and  Umtwalume  have  fallen  off  until  their  present  numbers  are  too 
small  to  justify  a  continuance  of  their  grants. 

33.  Isipingo.'  The  school  here  has  been  receiving  a  501.  grant, 
but  its  average  attendance  has  fallen  confflderably  below  the  numbers 
required  to  maintain  that  grant,  and  there  is  not  anvthing  in  the 
teaching  of  an  exceptional  character.  The  grant  should  be  reduced 
to  36Z. 

34.  The  attempt  to  establish  a  school,  which  should  be  a  central 
boardinff  school  to  a  district,  appears  once  more  to  have  foiled  at 
Ladysmith ;  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Newnham  has  established  a  good  school 
there,  and  has  boarders  from  distant  parts  of  the  Colony,  but  not  from 
the  neighbourhood,  for  which  this  school  was  intended  to  afford  a 
means  of  education,  cheap  and  easy  of  access.  In  the  same  manner 
disappointment  has  attenaed  the  enorts  in  Klip  River  to  establish  per- 
manent schools ;  at  Bumside  and  Dundee  tne  schools,  which  there 
was  reason  to  hope  would  have  an  existence  at  least  for  some  years, 
are  closed ;  and  so,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Klip  River  County,  the 
school  at  Du  Plessis  has  also  been  closed. 

35.  In  Victoria  County  the  schools  at  Mount  Moreland,  Rose  Hill, 
and  Inanda,  make  no  advance.  Schools  in  these  small  country  dis- 
tricts dejpend  for  their  support  on  the  presence  or  absence  of  one  or 
two  families  ;  as  these  come  or  go  the  school  rises  above  or  falls  below 
the  number  required  under  the  rule  of  1862  to  entitle  a  school  to 
draw  a  grant 
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Natal.  36.  Verulam  School  has  had  the  adyantage  of  the  Rev.  Jaa.  BojdV 

care  since  1866,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  is  about  to  resign. 
In  consideration  of  the  high  character  of  the  master,  and  the  local 
support  given  to  this  school,  it  has  retained  throughout  a  grant  of 
7(U.  Mr.  Bovd^s  teaching  was  vigorous,  exact,  and  intelligent,  and  it 
will  be  difficult  to  supply  bis  place. 

37.  Rev.  T.  Taylors  School  at  Greytown  hardly  keeps  up  its  num- 
bers, and  the  girU  school  has  lately  lost  its  mistress,  and  is  a  present 
closed.  At  Welgefonden  the  feimilies  were  purposing  to  build  a 
school-house  and  a  dwelling-house  for  the  master  when  the  Acting- 
Superintendent  vi^ted  the  school  in  June ;  since  that  time  the  scheme 
has  been  abandoned,  and  at  present  there  seems  no  prospect  of  its 
being  carried  out ;  the  school  continues  to  be  held  ro  the  lean-to  id  a 
CEum-house,  by  no  means  large  enouffh  for  the  number  of  scholars ;  it 
maintains  its  numbers,  it3  master,  Mr.  Sheridan,  has  been  raised  finmn 
the  rank  of  an  itinerant,  and  the  school  now  receives  a  grant  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  its  scholars. 

38.  The  same  permanent  character  has  beep  acquired  by  the  school 
at  Nooitgedacht  The  parents  of  the  families  ttiere,  as  at  We^ 
fonden,  seem  to  understaind  that  the  old  system  of  teachers,  who  stay 
for  a  few  months  in  a  farm-house  and  then  move  elsewhere,  is  expen- 
sive and  of  little  permanent  yalue ;  the  other  system,  viz.  that  of  send- 
ing children  to  a  stationary  school,  caus^  trouble  doubtless,  and 
some  sacrifice,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  right  method 
to  promote  education  in  the  country  districts ;  it  will  be  some  time, 
however,  before  the  advantages  of  the  system  are  felt  by  the  Simmers, 
and  generally  adopted. 

89.  The  boarding  school  at  the  Hermannsburg  Misdon  contmues 
to  proq)er  and  to  increase  its  numbers,  ending  the  year  1870  with  an 
average  attendance  of  82  a^famst  77  of  1869.  Its  energetic  Head 
Master  has  been  krgely  adding  to  the  buildings,  to  increase  the  com- 
fort of  the  scholars^  and  to  provide  quarters  for  additional  masters 
from  Europe. 

40.  Mr.  Harding  has  succeeded  in  reviving  the  school  at  Weenen ; 
the  local  support  is  still  very  insufficient,  but  the  attendance  during 
the  year  has  been  29. 

41.  At  Kruisfontein  an  itinerant  teacher  seems  to  have  established 
a  school  of  sufficient  permapepce  and  numbers  to  give  hope  of  the 
school  receiving  a  graiit 

42.  The  Legislative  Council  this  year  has  approved  of  the  vote  for 
"  New  and  Additional  Grants"  for  1871,  and  has,  by  so  doiqg,  jfiven 
the  Government  the  ipeans  of  assisting  sdiools  in  thft  process  of  mrm- 
iRg,  pr  of  rewarding  the  efibrts  of  schools  already  i^t  work. 

43.  The  difficulties  which  appeared  last  year  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  the  Middle  Class  Examination  System  iuto  the 
Colony  have  been  removed,  and  the  Syndicate  has  resolved  to  extend 
its  examination  to  die  Colony ;  it  was  too  late  before  their  resolution 
was  conveyed  to  us  to  do  anythinjer  in  1870,  but  we  may  hope  to  see 
the  system  at  work  in  1871  or  1872. 

It  will  take  a  year  or  two  more  for  the  colonists  to  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  system,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  it ;  when  that  time 
comes  it  may  be  hopied  that  some  settlement  of  our  financial  trouUet 
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will  have  been  arrived  at ;  until  then  it  would  be  prequ^tur^  to  do 
more  than  to  suggest  that  these  examinations  should  be  supplemented 
by  exhibitions  to  enable  a  successful  candidate  to  pursue  his  studies 
in  Europe,  or  by  appointments  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  Colony. 

T.  Warwick  Brooks, 

Acting  Superintendent  of  Edqcation. 
Office  Superintendent  of  £4ucatiQn, 
March  1,1871. 


IIatau 


ST.  HELENA. 


No.  12. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Patbt  to 

The  EA.BL  OF  KrtfBERLEY. 

My  Lord,  St  Helena,  April  20, 1871.    ' 

I  HiYB  the  honour  to  transmit  berowitb  the  Blue  Book  for 
18fO. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  bring  under  your  Lordship's  notice 
that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  depression  in  the  Island, 
caused  mainly  b^  the  decrease  in  the  shipping  trade,  and  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  Military  Establishments  m^herto  maintained  on  this 
Islaod. 

3.  The  stagnation  in  the  trade  of  the  place  has  verv  materiall  v 
affected  the  soqrces  of  revenue.  In  my  Despatch,  Na  72,  25th 
Aupust,  1870,  I  reported  to  yonr  Lordship  tnat  I  saw  reason  to 
anticipate  that  the  amount  of  revenue  for  1870  would  fall  probably 
6,500/.  below  the  amount  which  had  been  estimated  for  that  year. 
I  regret  to  say  that  this  has  proved  to  be  the  case ; 


The  actual  receipts  being 
The  estimated  revenue  for  1870 


.    15,978  17    4 
-    22,355    0    0 

£6,881    2    8 


St.  Hblhta. 


No.  12. 


4.  Every  possible  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  reduce  the  expen- 
ditqre,  but  some  of  the  large  items  of  reduction  could  not  ti^e 
immediate  effect 

£ 
Tbe  expenditore  for  1870  MQOWited  to     •       •    18 ,  948 
Estimated  expenditure         «        ^       •       .   ,    82,176 

£8,283 

6.  In  eo|isequence  of  the  want  of  funds  soma  of  the  dams  still 
pemaia  unsettled*  The  d^t  also  due  for  the  oonvemnee  of  nGUuls 
at  the  end  of  1869  has  now  been  further  increased  by  the  i^nount 
for  the  year  1870,  and  the  contract  still  remains  in  force^  and  will 
not  expire  until  SOth  June,  1871* 
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St.  Hbixita.        6.  The  imports  for  the  last  three  years  show — 


£ 

1868  - 

-  117,110 

1869   ■ 

-  -  122,759 

1870  - 

-   84,781 

In  the  above  return  of  imports  is  included  the  ralne  of  oil  from 
the  Southern  Whale  Fishery,  landed  at  St.  Helena,  and  afterwards 
reshipped  to  the  United  States.  When  this  item  is  deducted,  the 
imports  for  1870  will  show  61,000/.  as  against  87,260i  in  1869, 
the  difference  arising  chiefly  from  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  the  amount  of  18,9417.,  owing  doubtless  to 
the  failure  in  the  local  trade. 

7.  The  number  of  yessels  which  have  paid  tonnage  dues  amount 
to— 

1868  •        -        -    749  vessels,  468,827  tons, 

1869  -        -   -    746       „      478,116    „ 

1870  .        -        -    677       „      441,472    „ 

A  much  larger  number  pass  through  the  port  on  their  homeward 
voyage  without  anchoring  or  taking  supplies,  and  those  that  anchor 
require  on  an  avera^  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  supplies  than  was 
usual  a  few  years  since,  owing  principally  to  the  increased  facilities 
which  now  exist  for  provisioning  ships  for  the  entire  voyage,  render- 
ing them  independent  of  supplies  at  intermediate  ports. 

8.  The  supply  also  to  G>olie  ships  and  troop-ships,  which  formed 
a  considerable  item  in  former  years,  is  now  much  reduced.  The 
Coolie  ships  are  now  provided  with  condensers,  by  which  means 
they  supply  themselves  with  fresh  water,  and  the  troops  from  India 
return  home  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea. 

AffricuUure. 

9.  The  a^icultural  state  of  the  Island  is  very  low.  The  prindpal 
portion  of  tne  cattle  and  sheep  consumed  on  the  Island  or  supplied 
to  the  shipping  is  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  these 
are  of  very  inferior  quality. 

Some  thousand  acres  of  mzing  land  are  entirely  unoccupied,  and 
No.  ofoattio,  ^he  few  cattle  and  sheep  belonging  to  the  islanaers  are  in  most 
1.105.  instances  much  neglected. 

3  615^*^^^        10.  The  supply  of  vegetables  is  very  limited.    Potatoes,  said  to 
'     '  have  been  formerly  most  abundant  and  excellent  in  quality,  have  now 

greatly  deteriorated,  and  the  crops  are  very  precarious.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  all  kinds  of  fruit  The  land,  although  to  a  certain 
extent  productive,  appears  to  have  lost  much  of  its  former  reputed 
fertility ;  great  patience,  care,  and  industry  are  now  required  to  mast^ 
the  trials  with  which  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  has  to  contend.  Insect 
pests,  such  as  grubs,  caterpillars,  beetles,  &c,  &c.,  &c,  prevail  to  a 
great  extent,  and  rats  and  mice  abound  and  cause  mudi  destruc&m 
to  the  growing  crops. 

11.  Uurinff  the  last  year  a  quantity  of  guano  (about  1,000  tons^ 
has  been  collected  in  the  Island  from  covered  deposits,  which  baa 
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hitherto  escaped  notice,  being  found  in  spots  to  which  sea  birds  have    St.  Helena. 
Ions  ceased  to  resort,  as  well  as  on  the  small  rocky  islands  where         """^ 
birds  still  abound.      The  gathering  of  this  guano  has  afforded 
employment  to  a  few  of  the  labouring  population  at  a  rate  of  two 
pounds  per  ton.    An  export  duty  of  ten  snillings  per  ton  is  levied  on 
guano. 

Little  use  is  made  of  the  ^uano  by  the  inhabitants  tliemselves  for 
agricultural  purposes,  although  the  experiments  made  with  it  seem  to 

{>rove  that  very  great  advantage  mignt  arise  from  its  use  upon  the 
and.  Manure  of  any  kind  is  little  employed.  Valuable  manure 
from  the  stables  in  the  town  (amounting  to  many  tons  in  the  course 
of  the  year^  is  daily  thrown  into  the  sea. 

12.  Witn  reference  to  the  chinchona  plantation,  established  by 
the  Government  in  1869, 1  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lord* 
ship  that  at  the  end  of  1870  there  were  about  800  plants  in  a  healthy 
thriving  condition,  viz.  500  of  the  Chinchona  succirubra  and  300  of 
the  C.  officinalis.  The  tallest  of  these  plants  had  attained  the  height 
of  7  ft.  2  in.  above  the  ground,  and  about  300  of  them  averaged 
4  ft.  6  in.  in  height  The  cultivation  of  the  species  C.  cailsaya 
and  C.  pahudiana  has  been  discontinued  because  it  was  found  that 
they  did  not  thrive  as  well  as  the  other  species. 

13.  The  Bermuda  cedar  has  been  recently  introduced  by  seed 
sent  by  Dr.  Hooker,  and  planted  in  various  positions,  where  they 
appear  to  thrive  well.  A  number  of  Norfolk  Island  pines  (Arau- 
caria  excelsa)  have  been  raised  from  seed  grown  on  the  Island,  and 
have  been  planted  out  during  the  past  year.  Trees  of  both  these 
species  have  by  my  direction  been  planted  in  James  Town,  where  the 
temperature  is  very  high,  and  they  thrive  apparently  as  well,  or 
perhaps  better,  than  in  colder  positions.  A  number  of  other  trees, 
promising  to  be  of  use  and  ornament,  have  been  planted  in  the  grounds 
at  Plantation.  500  coffee  trees  have  also  been  planted  out,  and  look 
well,  but  at  present  it  is  too  early  to  form  an  opinion  of  their  success. 
It  appears  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  coffee  was  once  raised  on 
the  island,  but  the  old  plantations  have  now  fallen  into  decay. 

Fisheries. 

14.  To  the  return  of  fisheries  I  have  appended  a  printed  statel 
ment,  furnished  to  me  by  the  American  Consul,  showing  in  detai 
the  number  of  whalers  which  have  visited  this  port,  and  made  it  their 
rendezvous  during  the  year  1870,  together  with  the  quantity  of  oil 
taken,  amounting  to  nearly  50,000  Mirrels,  worth  at  the  lowest  ave- 
rage 300,OO0Z.  A  large  portion  of  this  oil  was  taken  in  the  neigh- 
bouringseas,  some  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Island. 

15.  The  inhabitants  benefit  but  to  a  small  extent  firom  this  valu- 
able source  of  wealth,  which,  had  they  the  energy,  enterprise,  and 
capital  needful,  mic^ht  be  turned  to  profitable  account  A  few  natives 
are  occasionallv  shipped  as  seamen  on  board  American  whalers. 

16.  There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  of  good  quality  around  the 
Island,  but  the  quantity  taken  is  very  inadequate  to  the  demand 
The  fishermen  are  mostly  an  idle  and  drunken  class.    A  coarse  kind 
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6t.  HiLKifA,    of  salted  fish  is  largely  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
'*"*        sold  at  fourpende  per  pound.    The  fish  of  St.  Helena  are  deemed 
very  superior  to  those  of  the  Cape. 

17.  I  have  made  personal  efibrts  to  arouse  and  encourage  the 
fishermen.  With  this  object  in  view  I  have  from  my  private  ftinds 
laid  out  501.  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  boats,  gear,  and  fishing 
tackle.  Men  were  offered  employment  in  these  boats  at  one  shillii^ 
each  per  diem,  free  of  all  expense,  and  a  share  of  the  fish  caught 
(one-fourth  part),  but  could  not  be  induced  to  accept  the  oflSsr.  The 
remaning  three-fourths  was  to  be  sold  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
sixpence  per  dozen  fish  to  pay  wages  and  other  expenses. 

Hospital. 

18.  I  am  enabled  to  report  to  your  Lordship  satisfiictorily  on  the 
condition  of  the  Colonial  Hospital.  Many  improvements  hare  been 
effected  during  the  past  year.  I  consider  it  to  be  the  most  credit- 
able and  valuable  establishment  on  the  Island,  where  sick  seanoen  of 
all  nations  are  received  and  carefully  treated  for  any  period  of  time 
without  further  charge  than  the  one  penny  per  ton  levied  on  ships 
anchoring.  I  beg  to  express  my  hign  approval  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  colonial  surgeon,  Mr.  C.  B.  Fowler,  performs  his  very 
onerous  duties. 


The  number  of  seamen  in  1870       -        -        -     132 

Male 26 

Female        -        -     .  -        -        -      37 


Civilians  < 


195 
Education. 

19.  There  are  five  day  schools  supported  by  the  Government,  and 
one  evening  school,  at  a  cost  of  720/,  per  annum,  and  a  grant  of  501. 
is  made  to  the  Benevolent  Society  in  aid  of  their  schools. 

20.  I  attended  the  Christmas  examination  of  all  the  schools. 
The  number  of  children  under  instruction  is — 

Boys.  Girls. 


GoYemment  Schools 

-     268 

174 

Benevoloat  Society  ditto     - 

-    -    154 

102 

Hua*y  School 

-       -      59 

42 

Baptist  ditto      - 

-   -      99 

134 

Others  -        .        -        - 

-      62 

57 

Total  -        -        -        -    642  509 

21.  The  Government  School  buildings,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ffirls'  school,  erected  in  1869,  I  found  in  a  very  dilapidated  and 
mrty  condition.  The  whole  have  been  cleansed  and  put  in  sound 
repair,  in  which  state  1  trust  to  be  enabled  to  maintam  tnern. 

I  have,  Ac, 
(Signed)        Cemxleb  Grobgi:  Patbt, 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Bear-Admiral,  Governor. 

&e.        &(u        &C. 
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^  WA^  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


No.  13.  No,  13. 

The  Registrar-General's  Report  to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 

Secretary. 

Sm,  Registrar-Geperal's  OflSce,  Sydoey,  October  1, 1871. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  toe  Statistical  Register 
for  the  year  1870,  accompanied  by  the  usual  Report,  which  brings 
under  notice  some  of  the  most  important  ^neral  results  obtained  from 
the  returns  published  in  detail  in  the  Register. 


PART  I. 

Population,  IioaoRATiON,  Vital  Statistics,  &a 
Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Colony  on  Slst  December,  1869,  was 
485,356,  to  which  must  be  added  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for 
the  year  1870,  amounting  to  13,090,  and  the  number  of  arrivals  over 
departures,  4,415.  The  total  estimated  population  on  Slst  December, 
1 870,  will  be  502,861,  which  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of 
17,505,  or  3-60  percent. 

BirthSy  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

By  referring  to  Tables  3,  4,  and  5,  Part  1  of  this  Register,  it  will 
be  seen  that  during  the  year  1870  there  were  19,648  births  recorded, 
3,848  marriages  celebrated,  and  6,558  deaths  registered. 

Immiffration, 

No  immigrants  arrived  during  the  year  1870  at  the  public  expense. 
There  is  a  return  showing  the  number  of  immi^ants  who  arrived 
in  the  Colony,  commencing  from  the  year  1861,  distinguishing  those 
brought  out  at  the  public  expense  from  those  who  paid  their  own 
])assages.  Another  return  will  be  found  showing  the  amount 
expended  on  immigi-ation  out  of  the  public  funds. 

Lunatic  aiid  Invalid  Institutions. 

There  were  652  patients  in  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Glades- 
ville  on  Slst  December,  1869,  and  197  were  admitted  during  the 
year  1870,  making  a  total  of  849  under  care  during  the  year.  Out 
of  this  number  there  were  76  discharged,  recovered ;  9  discharged, 
relieved ;  234  removed,  not  improved ;  29  died,  and  1  escaped ;  in 
all  349,  leaving  on  Slst  Decemter  last  a  total  number  of  500  patients 
in  the  institution. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  Free  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Parramatta 
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on  Slst  December,  1869,  was  490.  During  the  year  1870  there  New  Socth 
were  273  admissions,  making  the  total  number  of  patients  under  care  Wales. 
to  amount  to  763— of  these  16  were  discharged,  recovered;  1  dis- 
charged, relieved ;  4  removed,  not  improved ;  and  44  died.  Thus 
there  remained  698  inmates  on  the  3l8t  December  last,  on  which 
date  there  were  also  21  invalids  in  this  institution.  The  Convict 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Parramatta  contained  58  inmates  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1869,  and  no  fresh  cases  were  admitted  during  the  past  year, 
during  which  period  3  deaths  occurred,  leaving  55  patients  on  31st 
December  last ;  on  this  date  there  were  also  2  invalids.  The  total 
cost  of  maintaining  the  Government  lunatic  asylums  for  the  year 
1870  was  30,417?.  58.  M. 


Charitable  histittUions. 

The  number  of  charitable  institutions  throughout  the  Colony  in  the 
year  1870  was  as  follows,  viz. : — 36  hospitals,  7  benevolent  asylums, 
11  orphan  and  other  schools,  5  lunatic  asylums,  consisting  of  4  Go- 
vernment institutions,  including  the  lunatic  receiving  house  at  Darling- 
hurst,  and  1  private  asylum  at  Cook's  River,  also  5  other  miscellaneous 
institutions.  The  number  of  admissions  into  these  hospitals  during 
the  year  1870  was  3,797,  and  there  were  3,299  patients  discharged 
or  removed  during  the  same  period.  The  deaths  numbered  ^5. 
Two  hospitals,  those  at  Adelong  and  Kiandra,  are  reported  as 
closed.  The  total  receipts  are  as  follows,  viz.  from  Government, 
16,004Z.  19«.  2d.f  from  voluntary  contributions,  11,2737.  lbs.  Id., 
making  a  total  of  27,278Z.  148.  9d.  The  disbursements  amounted 
to  24,695Z.  198.  9^.  The  number  admitted  into  the  various  bene- 
volent asylums  during  the  year  1870  was  1,811,  out  of  which  there 
were  discharged  or  removed  1,493,  and  256  deaths  occurred.  There 
were  1,202  inmates  in  these  establishments  on  31st  December  last, 
being  an  increase  of  65  on  the  same  date  of  the  previous  year. 
Three  of  these  asylums,  viz.  at  Hyde  Park,  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and 
Liverpool,  being  Government  institutions,  were  wholly  supported  by 
public  funds,  at  a  cost  of  11,245/.  58.  6d, 

The  receipts  of  the  remaining  four  asylums  were  5,947/.  98.  ScZ., 
that  is  to  say,  3,953Z.  28.  7d.  from  the  Government,  and  1,994/.  68.  8d. 
from  voluntary  contributions.  The  disbursements  for  the  year  amounted 
to  6,758/.  l8.  5d. 

With  regard  to  the  orphan  schools,  &c.,  it  is  shown  that  the  first 
four  of  these  institutions  which  appear  on  the  return,  viz.  Protestant 
Orphan  School,  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  School,  nautical  school- 
ship  *  Vernon,'  and  Industrial  and  Iteformatory  School  for  Girls 
at  Newcastle,  were  entirely  supported  by  the  Government,  at  a  cost 
of  13,900/:  138. 

The  Asylum  for  Destitute  Children  at  Band  wick  is  maintained  partly 
by  public  money  and  partly  by  voluntary  contributions.  The  total  re- 
ceipts for  the  past  year  were  13,120/.  78.  8d.,  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment contributed  8,874/.  Il8.  dd.,  and  the  public,  4,245/.  158.  llrf. 
The  disbursements  of  the  year  were  12,995/.  108.  7d.  The  number 
of  children  in  this  institution  on  31st  December  last  was  777.    The 
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New  Sorra  Sydney  Female  School  of  Industry  b  supported  by  voluntary  ccmtri- 
AValsi.  butions,  which  amount^  to  498/.  17^.,  the  disbursements  being 
637t  5^.  4(1. 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  Institutaob  is  supported  by 
Government  aid  and  voluntary  contributions — the  former  amounting 
to  450Z.,  the  latter  to  954Z.  12«.  8d.,  \n  all  1,404^.  12si.  8d.  The  d»- 
bursements  for  the  year  were  1,384Z.  Qs.  There  were  40  inmafpH  in 
this  establishment  on  31st  December  last 

There  are  three  Ragged  Schools  in  Sydney,  which  number  351 
children  on  31st  Decemfer.  These  are  entirely  supported  by  volun- 
tary contributions.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year  were  601?.  2a.  llcf., 
and  the  disbursements  573/.  9&  Id. 

The  remaining  charitable  institutions,  under  the  head  of  **  Miscel- 
laneous,** are,  the  Home  Institution,  Sydney  Female  Refuge,  House 
of  The  Good  Shepherd,  Sydney  Sailor's  Home,  and  City  Night 
Refu^  and  Soup  Kitchen,  and  are  wholly  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  which  last  year  amounted  to  3,9251. 16a.  11(2L,  the  dis- 
bursements being  3,766/.  17a.  5d. 

The  grand  total  disbursements  for  charitable  institutions  (including 
lunatic  asylums)  for  the  year  1870  were  106,374/.  17a.  4<t  as  against 
120,530/.  8a.  8d.  for  the  year  18C9. 

Rates  of  Woffei. 

I'rom  a  decennial  return  of  the  rate  of  wages,  it  will  be  seen  that 
tl  ere  was  very  litUe  deviation  from  the  rate  which  ruled  in  the 
previous  year. 

Provisions 

The  price  of  some  of  the  mo6t  important  articles  of  eonsiimption 
was  rather  less  than  in  the  year  1869,  with  the  exception  of  meat, 
which  appears  to  have  been  Id.  per  lb.  higher. 


PART  II. 
BituaiON,  Eduoatiok,  and  Cbdib. 

Under  the  head  "Ecclesiastical "  will  be  found  a  return  of  the  number 
of  registered  ministers  belonging  to  each  denomination^  with  the 
amount  received  by  each  in  the  shape  of  salaries  and  allowances  from 
the  public  purse  and  from  the  Church  and  School  Estates  Fund ;  also 
the  number  of  churches  and  chapels,  with  their  accouimodatioa  and 
average  attendance,  and  the  average  attendance  in  public  buildings 
or  dwellings  used  for  public  worship. 

The  total  number  of  registered  ministers  was  483,  and  of  churches 
and  chapels  907,  the  average  attendance  being  172,320.  There  is  an 
increase  of  7  in  the  number  of  registered  ministers,  and  of  89  in  the 
number  of  churches  and  chapels.  The  total  amount  received  from 
the  two  sources  above-mentioned  was  25^829/.  18a^  being  less  by 
1;612/,  12a.  6d.  than  the  previous  year. 
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r»      f       n  1     i  New  South 

Sunday  Schools.  Wales. 

A  large  increase  Is  noticed  in  the  number  of  Sunday  schools.  Thei^ 
were  805  in  1869,  and  860  in  1870.  The  teachers  number  5,674  as 
against  5,425  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  attendance  of 
scholars  in  1869  was  48,081,  and  52,327  in  1870. 

Day  Schools. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
orphan  sdiools  was  571,  being  a  slight  decrease  oh  the  preceding 
year. 

The  Asylum  foi  Destitute  Children  shows  a  small  increase,  the 
numbers  being  750  in  1869,  and  764  in  1870.  The  voluntary  con- 
tributions amounted  to  4,245Z.  155.  lld.y  being  an  increase  of 
418/.  is.  5d.  on  the  year  1869. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Industrial  Schools,"  the  nautical  ship  *  Vernon ' 
had  114  scholars,  the  industrial  school  for  girls  at  Newcastle  and  the 
reformatory  school  at  the  same  place  110  and  2  scholars  respectively. 

The  total  number  of  schools  under  the  Council  of  Education  was 
846,  in  which  there  were  59,814  scholars  and  1,200  teachers.  The 
total  amount  paid  out  of  the  Colonial  Treasury  during  the  year 
1870  was  111,282Z.  18a.  9d.,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  sum  of 
39,583Z.  3s.  5d.  from  voluntary  contributions,  fees,  and  other  sources, 
making  a  grand  total  of  150,8667.  2s.  2d. 

These  soiools  consisted  of — 


No.< 

Public  schools 
Frofisional  schools  -    - 
Half-time  schools 

jf  Schools. 

858 

164 

82 

604 

115 

92 

19 

15 

1 

242 

No.  Of  Teachers. 

668 

153 

80 

751 

215 
172 

86 

24 
2 

449 

No.  of  Scholars. 

28,592 
4,382 
1,258 

Denominational  schools — 
Chnrch  of  England   - 
Boman  Gathoho 
Presbyterian         -    - 
Wesleyan 
Hebrew        -        -    - 

84,227 

12,297 

9,796 

1,883 

1,474 

137 

25,587 

'  The  University  of  Sydney  had  an  attendance  of  41  students,  being 
the  same  number  as  the  year  before.  The  receipts  from  fees,  &c., 
were  938Z.  Oa.  4i. ;  from  the  Government,  5,0007.  In  St  Paul's 
College  there  were  6  students,  and  the  like  number  in  St  John's 
College.  The  receipts  of  the  former  from  fees  and  othei*  sources 
amounted  to  6057.  4s.  4d,  and  of  the  latter  to  1387.,  both  receiving 
5O0/.  from  Government 

The  number  of  students  in  the  Sydney  Grammar  School  has  in- 
creased by  25.  The  receipts  were  3,1167.  8s.  3d.  from  fees,  &c.,  and 
1,500/,  from  the  Government 
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N»w  SouTB  There  were  524  prirate  schools  in  the  Colony,  giring  instruction  to 
Walw.  12,814  scholars,  of  which  5,837  were  males  and  6,977  females.  Tlic 
grand  total  amount  expended  on  education  (exclusire  of  private  schools) 
was  191,589Z.  8$.  5d. ;  the  Government  contributed  142,008/.  3s.  6(L, 
and  49,581/.  4a.  lid.  was  derived  from  fees  and  other  sources.  Tiie 
total  number  of  scholars  in  the  Colony  receiving  instruction  was 
74,503. 

Crime. 

The  number  of  commitments  for  trial  in  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts  during  the  year  1870  was  252,  being  a  decrease  of  25  on  the 

Sevious  year ;  the  convictions  for  the  same  period  being  147.  The 
uarter  Sesdons  commitments  for  the  year  were  785,  or  50  less  than 
the  previous  year.  The  convictions  in  these  Courts  were  454.  The 
total  number  of  commitments  was  1,037 ;  the  total  number  of  con- 
victions 601,  or  1*217  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Under  the  nead  of  summary  jurisdiction  it  is  shown  that  11,313 
persons  were  convicted  and  sentenced,  and  1,037  were  committed  for 
trial,  making  a  total  of  12,382. 

The  convictions  and  committals  are  as  follows : — 

Gonvicttfd.  Committed. 

HaIm.  FemAlit.  Jlales.  Females  Total. 

For  offenoefl  Againat  the  pcrton      8,803  1,211  203        41  4.758 

„        property  -      1,155           277  723        70  2,225 

DrankenneaB       -       -        -   -      4,154  1,245  —        —  5,399 


8.612        2,738  926      111         12.382 

11.845 

The  number  of  persons  convicted  of  drunkenness  exceeded  that  of 
the  previous  year  by  1,254^  or  about  3  in  every  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 


PART  III. 

TbADB  and   CoyMBBOE. 

Imports. 

The  total  value  of  imports  for  the  year  1870  was  7,757,281/.    As 
compared  with  the  previous  year  they  are  as  follows: — 

1869.  1870. 

From  United  Kingdom    -        -£3,544,285         £3,200,706 
„     British  Colon-es         -    -    8,919,092  8,724,292 


•> 


Foreign  States       •        -        929,876  832,283 


Total  -        -        .    -£8,392,753         £7,757,281 
Thus  there  is  a  decrea::e  of  635|472/.  on  the  total  value  of  imports. 
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The  import  trade  from  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand    New  Borlth 
was  as  follows : —  Walw. 


£ 
Overland-        -        -    •      448,808 


Victoria  {  ^'^-^^^      -        -        -      ^^^'^^^ 


£1,153,695 


^"•''^—•^{gSi--:  '5f;L1 


£366,480 

£ 

Tasmania 90,827 

New  Zealand 298,951 

Queensland 1,240,877 

Western  Australia      -        -        -    -  144     ' 

The  total  value  of  exports  was  7,990,038/^  which  is  a  large  4a^^rease 
when  compared  with  the  previous  year : — 

1869.  1870. 

To  United  Kingdom        -        -  f  3 ,  2677oi9  £2 ,  492 ,  640 

„  British  Colonies    -        -    -    6,357,651  6,194,508 

„  Foreign  States  -        -        -        308,872  302,890 

£9,933,442  £7,990,038 

Exports  to  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand  were  as 
follows : — 

£ 
vw^^v  J  Seaward       -        -        -      771,704 
Victoria  I  Overland-        -        .    -  1,811,848 


^^2,083, 552 


8o„thAnBt«.Ha|g^-'J,    -.    .-      ^^ 


£350,247 

£ 
Tasmania       .....        26,555 

New  Zealand 197,025 

Queensland 639,761 

Imports  and  Expoiis. 

The  excess  of  imports  seaward  was  1,360,526/. ;  the  excess  of 
exports  overland  was  1,593,283/.  The  total  excess  of  exports  over 
imports  was  232,757/. 

The  amount  per  head  of  the  imports  was  at  the  rate  of  1 5/.  his,  ^d^ 
and  of  exports  16/.  3^.  9(2.  per  head  of  the  population. 

H 
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»  New  Sortti 

WALK.  p^^T    IV. 

Mills  and  MAKuf icmmEs. 

The  number  of  mills  for  grinding  and  dresdng  gnun  was  187,  of 
which  155  were  driven  by  steam,  16  by  water,  8  by  wind,  and  8  by 
horse-power. 

ManufactorieB,  Works,  <&o. 

The  total  number  of  these  was  6,882  as  against  4,497  in  1869, 
being  an  increase  of  2,385. 

Woollen  Manufactories. 

There  were  6  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  cloth  and 
tweeds,  which  turned  out  187,470  yards.  There  is  a  decrease  of  1 
mill  and  4(5,434  yards  on  the  previous  year. 

Soap  and  Candles. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  tnanufilctufe  of  toan  and 
candles  was  28.  The  quantity  of  soap  manufactured  was  64,192  ctrt, 
and  of  candles  11,129  cwt.,  being  a  decrease  of  9,031  cwt  of  the 
former  and  4,507  cwt  of  the  latter,  as  compared  with  the  year  1869. 

Tobacco. 

The  quantity  of  tobacco  manufactured  was  8,165  cwt  from  38 
establishments.  Here  again  is  a  falling  off  of  762  cwt  on  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Suffar. 

The  ouantity  of  sugar  manufactured  during  the  year  was  677  tons, 
the  production  of  27  mills.  The  returns  show  that  500  tons  of  this 
quantity  was  from  the  district  of  Grafton. 

Tallow  and  Lard. 

It  appears  that  during  the  year  1870  there  were  290,696  sheep 
slaughtered  at  the  various  boiling-down  establishments,  being  60,146 
above  the  number  for  1869.  The  number  of  horned  cattle  was  only 
74,  and  of  pigs  1,042.  The  tallow  produced  was  87,708  cwt,  of 
which  the  metropolitan  district  contributed  42,513  cwt,  a  large  por- 
tion of  which  is  obtained  from  the  refuse  in  butchers'  shops.  The 
quantity  of  lard  produced  was  4,104  lbs. 


PART  V. 
Productiok. 

The  quantity  of  gold  received  at  the  Mint  by  escort  from  the 

various  Gold-fields  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  1870,  amounted 

o  198,664  ounces,  valued  763,655/.,  being  a  slight  decrease  on  the 
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prerious  year.     The  quantity  and  value  of  gold  received  fipom  each    New  South 
gold  district  is  as  follows : —  Wales. 

Quantity.  Value. 

Western  District    -        -    128,634-61  496,387  10    6 

Southern      „  -    -      65,767-92  212,611  14     1 

Northern     „  -        .      14,271-79  64,706     6    9 


198,664-32     763,655  10  8 

The  average  price  of  gold  was,  from  the  Western  Gold-field, 
3/.  17«.  2d. ;  from  the  SouSiem,  3/.  16«.  9d. ;  and  from  the  Northern, 
3t  16«.  3d. 

Miners*  Licences. 

The  number  of  miners'  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  14,829, 
being  an  increase  of  1,386  on  the  year  1869. 

Coal-mines. 

Of  the  32  coal-mines  26  were  in  operation  during  the  year,  which 
produced  868,5^^4  tons,  of  the  value  of  316,835Z.  This  is  a  decrease 
on  the  vear  1869  of  51,209  tons.  The  quantity  of  coal  exported  to 
Queensland,  New  Zealand,  Victoria,  Soutn  Australia,  and  Tasmania, 
was  335,564  tons,  of  which  Victoria  took  180,552  tons,  and  New 
Zealand  87,S>79  tons.  The  export  to  other  parts  was  242,825, 
making  a  total  of  578,389  tons. 

Copper. 
The  quantity  of  copper  ore  raised  was  358  tons,  valued  at/20,060Z. 

Kerosene. 

The  produce  of  kerosene  shale  was  8,580  tons,  of  the  value  of 
27,570/.,  being  an  increase  on  the  preceding  year  in  quantity  and 
value  of  1,080  tora  and  8,820/. 

Agriculture. 

The  occupiers  of  land  (exclusive  of  those  occupied  in  pastoral  pur- 
suits) numbered  31,538,  of  which  19,752  were  freeholders  and  11,786 
leaseholders,  being  an  increase  on  the  total  number  of  3,818,  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  1869. 

The  extent  of  freeholds  comprised  5,272,202  acres,  or  61*  per 
cent. ;  and  of  leaseholds  3,356,123  acres,  or  39  •  per  cent, — in  all 
8,628,325  acres.  The  excess  in  area  over  the  previous  year  is 
770,856  acres. 

The  area  of  land  in  cultivation  decreased  from  482,324  acres  in 
1869  to  434,012  acres  in  1870. 

Enclosed  lands  not  in  cultivation  show  an  acreage  of  3,935,758  acres, 
being  an  increase  of  242,545  ao^,  or  6 '  per  cent  on  the  year  1869. 

Unenclosed  holdings  have  increased  from  3,681,931  acres  in  1869 
to  4,258,565  acres  in  1870,  being  an  increase  of  over  half  a  million 
of  aci^es. 

The  following  is  a  Table  showing  the  number  of  acres  in  cultivation 
nnder  each  description  of  crop,  and  their  production  :— 

H  2 
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From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  very  considerable 
diminution  in  all  ourprincipal  agricultural  products  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  This  is  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  a  great 
number  of  returns  were  receved  by  me  without  any  particulars,  but 
merely  with  remarks  to  this  effect, — crops  destroyed  hy  floods. 

The  value  of  importations  of  bread-stuffs  for  the  year  was  387,2267.9 
procured  from  the  following  sources : — 
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Victoria 64,744 

Tasmania    -        -        -        -        -    -  22,014 

South  Australia        -        .        -        -  200,356 

South  Sea  Islands        ....  62 

New  Zealand 44,610 

United  States 63,986 

Ohina 12 

ChiH 14,44 

387T226 

This  amount  is  less  than  the  previous  year  by  48,096Z. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  importations  of  wheat  and  flour,  with 
estimated  value  and  quantity^  and  rate  per  head  of  the  population,  for 
the  last  five  years : — 
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Nrjr  80CTH        The  quantity  of  maize  exported  during  the  year  waa  475,8 


Walm. 


bushels,  valued  at  72,999/. 


Lien$  on  Qrowing  Cro^. 

The  number  of  liens  on  growing  crops  was  213»  and  the  amount 
secured  10,045/. ;  though  the  number  of  these  securities  is  in  excess 
of  the  year  1869  by  62,  the  amount  secured  falls  short  by  3,627/. 

;   Vineyards. 

''  The  number  of  acres  under  vine  cultivation  has  increased  from 
3,906  in  1869  to  4,504  in  1870,  or  an  excess  of  598  acres. 

The  quantity  of  wine  obtained  was  342,674  gallons  as  against 
460,321  gallons  in  the  previous  year.  In  addition  to  this  quantity  of 
wine  there  were  1,847  gallons  of  brandy.  This  was  the  production 
from  2,371  acres,  while  the  yield  of  533  acres  was  used  for  table  pur- 
poses, and  1,599  acres  were  unproductive. 


Live  Stock. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  number  of  horses,  bomed 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1871,  and  the 
preceding  year : — 


Year  ended  31  Marcb.  1871. 

Horeea, 

Sbflep. 

PigB. 

1870         .... 
1871 

No. 
280.304 
337,597 

No. 
1,795,904 
2.195,0i)6 

No. 
14,989,923 
16,308,585 

No. 
175.924 
243.066 

Increaac     - 

1 

67,293 

399,192 

1.318,662 

67,142 

Mortgages  on  Live  Stock, 

There  were  294  mortgages  on  live  stock,  on  which  the  sum  of 
840,584/.  was  secured,  the  security  consisting  of  1581,340  sheep, 
147,119  homed  cattle,  and  3,884  horses.  In  the  previous  year  the 
sum  advanced  was  354,819/.  in  excess  of  the  amount  above  named 
The  discharges  of  mortgages  on  this  kind  of  security  numbered  95, 
and  the  amount  dischar^d  was  435,762/. 

Liens  on  Wool. 

The  amount  secured  on  liens  on  wool  was  871,2311,  for  wbich  sum 
the  wool  on  3,411,469  sheep  was  security.  The  amount  secured  for 
the  year  1870  was  less  by  160,546/.  than  for  tlie  year  1869. 
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PART  VI.  Wai^i. 

Monetary  and  Fh^ancial. 

,Tbe  coin  and  bullion  on  Slat  December,  1870,  amounted  to 
1,447,912/.,  being  an  increase  of  55,668Z.  on  the  previous  year. 

Paper  Currenoy  in  OireukUion, 

The  paper  in  circulation  was  742,490/.  as  against  787,312/.  in  1869, 
being  a  decrease  of  44,822/. 

Branch  Eoyal  Mint, 

The  total  value  of  gold  dust  or  bullion  received  for  coinage  at  the 
Mint  during  the  year  was  1,218,730/,  4«.  8c/.,  obtained  from  the  follow- 
ing sources : — 

New  South  Wdes  *        •  562,743  16    8 

Victoria         -        .  -    *  181,055  16    9 

New  Zealand     -  -        -  218,754  16    3 

QueeniOand  -        -  -   -  3Q1,719  14    2 

Coin         -        .  .        .  14,456  0  11 


£1,218,780    4    8 


As  compared  with  the  previous  year  this  shows  a  decrease  of  104,757/. 
The  total  value  of  coin  and  bullion  issued  was  1,243,298/. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  coin  issued  to  the  amount  of  59,000/., 
and  of  bullion  17,090/.  The  revenue  of  the  Mint  was  11,559/., 
which  is  a  decrease  of  3,729/.  on  the  year  1869. 

The  total  value  of  coin  and  bullion  issued  from  the  Mint  since  the 
14th  May,  1855  (the  date  on  which  it  was  opened)  to  3l3t  December, 
1870,  was  29,257,842/. 

Bailway$, 

The  length  of  each  of  the  railway  lines,  and  number  of  passengers 
conveyed  by  them  respectively,  are  shown  by  the  following  Table :— • 

Lines.  No.  of  Miles.      No.  of  Passengers. 


South-        -        -        -    184 

624,756 

We»t       -        -        -    -      98 

178,026 

Bichmond    -        -        -      16 

36,300 

North      •        -        -    -      87 

218,284 

335  1,057,366 

The  total  weight  of  goods  carried  on  the  vai*ious  lines  was  766.523 
tons.  The  amount  received  from  the  traffic  on  passengers,  goods, 
and  other  sources,  was  as  follows : — 

£  s.  d. 

From  passengers  ...        -    109,850  12  2 

„     goods 189,288     7  7 

Bents  and  miscellaneous  receipts   -        8,003    4  1 

£807,142    8  10 
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After  the  deduction  of  working  expenses,  the  net  earnings  amounted 
^^      to  103,0821.,  being  an  increase  of  12,9561.  on  the  year  1869. 

Eledfie  Teleffraphi. 

The  number  of  miles  traversed  by  the  telegraph  wire  was  5,247, 
giring  an  addition  of  194  miles  on  the  year  1869. 

The  messages  transmitted  numbered  173,812,  showing  an  increase 
of  28,442  on  the  prerious  year. 

The  total  cost  of  construction  has  been  195,5442. 

The  revenue  for  the  year,  from  86  stations,  amounted  to  32,03721, 
while  the  expenditure  was  30,653/. 

PosiOffiees. 

There  were  562  Post  Offices  at  the  close  of  the  year  1870,  being 
an  increase  of  41  on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  persons 
employed  was  690,  being  an  addition  of  48.  The  total  number  of 
letters  transmitted  throun  the  Post  OflSces  was  7,083,500,  of  news- 
papers 3,814,700,  and  of  packets  157,700. 

The  following  Table  affords  a  comparison  of  the  two  last  years :— 


Uttan  PMtod  for  DcUmj. 

ToUL 

Yetr. 

FoKign. 

Intaod. 

IWn. 

1809       .-.        . 
1870 

No. 
1,067,251 
1,108,200 

No. 
5,554,950 
5,451,500 

No. 
521,488 
528,800 

No. 

7,143,684 
7.083,580 

Increase  •        •        • 

Decrease     -       •   -  , 

! 

85,949 

—          !        7,367 
103,450    !         — 

60,184 

The  number  of  newspapers  conveyed  by  the  post  was  3,814,700,  of 
which  1,206,600  were  foreign,  and  2,608,100  inland. 

The  increase  in  the  num W  of  foreign  newspapers  was  94,368,  and 
of  inland  newspaners  126,779. 

Packets,  fto,  snow  a  decrease  of  334. 

The  receipts  were  84,4401,  and  expenditure  86,7517. 

Money  Orden. 

The  number  of  offices  for  the  issue  of  money  orders  has  increased 
from  164  to  175. 

The  total  number  of  orders  issued  was  65,743,  of  the  value  of 
289,3252: 
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Mboellaneous. 

The  amount  of  money  expended  on  the  public  works  of  the  Colonyt 
during  the  year  1870  and  that  preceding  it»  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  Table : — 


KiW  QOSSTH 

Walm. 


Nature  of  Work. 

18W. 

1870. 

IncreMe. 

DecreMe. 

Bailwsys— 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Lines  open  for  traffic 

150.417 

121,939 

— 

28,478 

Extensions  not  open      -   - 

456.666 

384,558 

— 

72.108 

Eleotrio  Telegraphs 

20,676 

6,399 

— 

14,277 

Boads  and  Bridges       -       -   - 

148,300 

132,002 

— 

16,298 

Harbonrs  and  BiTers 

76,731 

63,593 

— 

13,138 

Fitz-Boy  Dry  Bock      -       -   - 

4,548 

2,082 

— 

2,466 

Buildings,  fto.  .... 

95,186 

67,939 

— 

27,247 

Total  .... 

952,524 

778,512 

— 

174,012 

Metearoloffif. 

It  appears  that  the  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  was  178, 
and  that  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  64*215  inches.  In  the 
locality  of  the  Kurrajong  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  is  recorded 
as  111*800  inches. 

Insolvencies. 

The  number  of  insolrencies  was  476,  being  less  by  54  than  the 
prerious  year. 

The  amount  of  liabilities  was  671,8707.,  beinff  188,725/.  in  excess 
of  the  year  1869.  The  assets  are  represented  as  394,0062.,  which 
shows  a  deficiency  of  277,8641. 

PvMicans*  Licences. 

Licences  issued  to  publicans  during  the  year  numbered  2,187,  being 
5  less  thaji  the  prerious  year.  The  reyenue  derived  from  this  source, 
including  billiard  and  bagatelle  licences,  has  increased  from  65,687/. 
in  1869  to  66,095/.  in  1870. 

Volunteer  Corps. 

Ibe  full  strength  of  the  Volunteers  on  Slst  December,  1870, 
including  the  Naval  Brigade,  was  3,436  as  against  3,048  in  the 
previous  year.  The  cost  of  maintenance  has  increased  from  10,417/. 
to  13,135/. 

Political  Fran^ise. 

The  number  of  registered  electors  on  the  rolls  of  the  yarious  eleo 
toral  districts  was  124,106. 
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Walm.  The  estimated  number  of  electors  on  gold-fields  who  vote  on  pro- 

^—         duction  of  their  mining  or  business  licences  was  11,400,  making  a 
total  of  135,506. 

Laiid  Sales. 

The  total  area  of  land  sold  in  the  settled  districts  of  the  Colony, 
otherwise  than  conditionally,  during  the  year  1870  was  23,750  acr^ 
as  against  40,905  in  the  year  1869,  the  decrease  being  17,155  acres. 
The  number  of  acres  purchased  in  the  pastoral  districts  was  70,622, 
which  is  also  a  decrease  of  53,353  acres  on  1869 ;  the  general  total 
being  94,372  acres. 

There  were  4,471  selections  made  of  land  sold  conditionally,  com- 
prising an  area  of  329,318  acres.  Here  also  is  a  decrease  oq  the 
pr6?iout  year  of  68,010  acres. 

The  total  amount  received  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of  Umd, 
including  conditional  purchases  and  interest  thereon,  was  2$0}842{. 

I  bava,  &c, 
(Signed)        £.  Gb  Waud, 

Registrar-GexiOTaL 
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QunnLAinx 
NoH. 


QUEENSLAND. 


YiOTomiA. 
Kal5. 


Tiaiavu. 
No.  16. 


Nal4. 


(No  Report  recelTed.) 

A  Statistical  View  of  Qaeensland,  ance  its  separation  from  New 
South  Wales,  is  printed  in  place  of  the  Report. 


VICTORIA. 

No.  15. 
(No  Report  receired.) 

TASMANIA. 


No.  16. 


Sir, 


Legislative  Council  Office,  Hobart  Town, 
August,  1871. 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  together  with  this 
Report,  the  statistics  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1870. 

In  previous  years  I  have  experienced  ereat  difficulty  in  obtuning 
the  materials  required  for  the  compilation  of  the  annual  volume. 
Last  year  I  mentioned  one  Government  officer  who  had  been  specially 
negligent  in  this  respect 

1  am  sorry  to  record  that  this  year  the  same  officer  has  faUed, 
after  repeated  applications,  to  furnish  me  with  the  necessary  returns 
(namely,  those  for  the  gaols^  &c.,  Launceston),  and  I  have  thus  been 
compelled  to  omit  them. 

Tne  officer  thus  referred  to  has  since  retired  from  the  public  service. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able,  on  the  other  hand,  to  report  that  a  ffreat 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  rendering  of  accounts  or  the 
road  trusts  and  municipalities.  They  have  been  more  correct,  and 
have  generally  been  sent  in  more  promptly  than  in  any  former  year. 
I  have  also  been  gratified  to  observe,  on  several  occasions,  indications 
of  a  greater  readiness  to  supply  information, — a  proof  of  the  increased 
importance  which  is  now  attached  to  the  official  statistics  of  this  Colony. 

A  change  having  lately  been  made  in  the  municipal  o6icers  at 
Sorell,  it  was  found  that  proper  records  bad  not  been  kept  in  that 
district  of  certain  particulars  required  for  the  purposes  of  these  sta- 
tistics ;  and  the  returns  relating  to  municipalities,  cases  dealt  with 
by  magistrates,  and  liti|;ation,  are  therefore  incomplete  in  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  municipality  of  Sorell. 
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KKD. 

kEB  MAJESTrS  COD 


SBPABATION  PEOM  NEW 


Total  No.  of 
Acres  under 
Coltivation. 


t) 

0 


Lako  uvdkb  Caor. 


No. 

3,353 

4,440 

6,067 

11,262 

12.006 

14,414 

24,433 

31,559 

39,321 

47,034 

52,210 


Under 
Cotton. 


Under 
Sugar-cane. 


acres. 

14 

395 

392 

2,021 

479 

477 

2,884 

8,149 

11,453 

14,426 

14,674 


449 
607 
1,995 
3,396 
5,165 
6,341 


HoiT 


NT 
23, 
28, 
36, 
45, 

4o; 

SlJ 

52; 

53; 

66; 

83< 


Goal. 


Quantity 


12.327 
14,212 
24,067 
2.400 
25,000 
30,000 
39,316 
17,988 
19,611 
11,120 
22,639 


Yalne. 


£ 

9,244 

9,920 
19,253 

1,500 
15,000 
18,750 
21,049 

9,566 
11,519 

5,907 
12,311 


Year. 


1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


AMD)  TBM  FBODVOB  OF  QVXKiaLAn>. 


Yalne. 


r 


50 

644 

10,332 

296 

146 

18,440 

33,918 

66,038 

77,136 

87,268 

63,298 


Ckyrzoir. 


Qoanti^. 


Yaloe. 


Ibe. 


14,344 

31,557 

38,730 

145,820 

207,272 

412,941 

1,809,628 

1,118,899 

1,630,755 


to 

Milt  on  3lBt 
)eoe]nber. 


7,545 
12,192 
20,562 
26.789 
30,662 
56,516 
86,499 
23,158 
20.662 
00,522 
32,848 


4 

1,423 

3.056 

4.186 

12.197 

19,618 

26,631 

68,929 

51,217 

73,437 


ELacraio 

TSUOKATH. 


No.  of 
Meeeagea. 


No. 

6.678 
16.833 
19.219 
27,246 
47  697 
64.372 
63.412 
67.111 
70,112 
81,483 


Tear. 


1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
18U9 
1870 


Berenne. 


£ 

178,589 
238,238 
295,286 
295,215 
369,425 
472,451 
490,269 
610,860 
724,854 
788,218 
743,058 


Bazpendltiire* 


£ 

161.503 
255,180 
817.026 
855.791 
439,084 
459,025 
594,130 
661.795 
742.207 
761,594 
764,491 


foioipal  towsBhipi^  with 
j^^rding  to  the  OeoBcui  <^ 


■V) 


5,000  tons  or^  prodnclnc  1.000  tont  OMlted 
'  during  the  yttf. 


oopf ' 


14,265 

5,226 

5,021 

2,929 

2,900 

1,728 

1,224 

1,144 

821 

807 

746 


[BNBT  SOOTT,  ed  by 
BegistrftT-Oenenl. 


Google 
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Tasmajstia, 

Before  proceeding  with  my  remarks  on  the  different  returns  con-        

tained  in  this  volume,  I  desire  very  briefly  to  allude  to  the  Despatch 
(No.  30,  of  March  24,  1870)  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of 
btate  for  the  Colonies— a  copy  of  which  you  did  rae  the  honour  to 
forward  to  me — referring,  in  very  gratifying  terms,  to  the  manner  in 
which  my  duty  as  (  >vernment  Statistician  of  this  Colony  has  been 
discharged,  buch  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  of  my  services  in  that  capacity  is  valuable,  not  only  as  a 
recognition  of  past  labours,  but  as  an  encouragement  for  the  future 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  tedious  and  toilsome  work,  extending  over 
about  seven  and  a  half  or  eiffht  months  out  of  every  year,  which  has 
been  performed  for  the  past  five  years  as  an  addition  to  other  official 
duties,  without  any  increase  of  emolument. 


I, — PoptUaiion. 

The  last  census  was  taken  on  the  7th  February,  1870.  Adding  Pop^»l*tw>n. 
to  the  numbers  on  that  date  the  increase  by  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  up  to  the  31st  December,  and  deducting  the  decrease  by 
excess  or  emigration  over  immigration,  the  estimated  population  on 
DcK^mber  31,  1870,  is  found  to  liave  been — males,  53,464 ;  females, 
47,301;  total,  100,765. 

The  number  of  persons  who  arrived  in  the  Colony  during  the  year  Immigraiiou 
1870  was  5,982,  and  the  number  of  those  who  departed  from  it,  t^^^^'*'^*^ 
5,888 ;  giving  an  addition  to  the  population  of  94  from  this  source. 
In  1869  there  was,  in  this  way,  a  decrease  of  piopulation  of  638 ;  in 
1868,  an  increase  of  723 ;  in  1867,  a  decrease  of  466  ;  and  in  1866, 
an  increase  of  690 ;  so  that  in  the  last  five  years  there  has  been  an 
alternate  increase  and  decrease. 

The  number  of  immigrants  introduced  into  the  Colony  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Board  of  Immigration  in  1870  was  342,  of  whom  301 
were  from  Germany,  21  from  England,  18  from  Ireland,  and  2  from 
Scotland. 

II. — Trade,  Commerce,  (md  Nmigation. 

The  imports  in  1870  are  stated  to  have  been  of  the  value  of  Importa. 
792,916^.,  being  at  the  rate  of  7Z.  178.  4^^.  per  head  of  the  estimated 
population  at  the  end  of  the  year,  against  a  total  in  1869  of  975,412^, 
and  a  rate  per  head  of  91.  lis.  0^. 

They  were  therefore  less  in  value  by  the  sum  of  182,496Z.  than  in 
the  preceding  year ;  the  decrease  being  at  the  rate  of  18*  71  per  cent. 

It  may  be  well  to  compare  the  imports  for  the  last  five  years. 
They  were  as  follows : — 


Ymh. 


1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


ToUl  Valoe. 


IncretM  (•!•)  or 


882,107 
856,848 
845,152 
975,412 
792,916 


+  119,732 

-  25,759 

-  11,196 
+  130,260 

-  182,196 
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Tawakia.  It  appears  that  with  the  exception  of  1866  and  1869  (the  amoant 
in  the  latter  year  being  quite  unusual),  there  has  been  a  cootinaoin 
decrease  during  the  whole  period. 

The  import  trade  with  the  different  countries  in  the  last /our  yeaw 
(there  being  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  distribution  before  1867) 


was — 


Coontrkt. 

United  Kingdom     - 

Victoria 

New  Soath  WalM  - 

Queensland 

South  Australia 

New  Zealand 

Mauritius 

Calcutta      - 

Valpamiao 

Ope  of  Good  Hope 

Ohlna     .       *       . 

H  imburg    • 

South  Seas      - 


lV>tal 


£ 

299,892 

482,347 

49,719 

8,875 

5,058 

5f,051 


6,410 


i    856,848 


18ML 


265,396 

458,073 

46,009 

135 

6,225 

2,820 

50,367 

455 

2,760 

8,608 

220 


845,152 


£ 

408,188 

459,555 

84,764 

8,705 

•  8,640 

2,115 

47,585 


4«0 
4,8S0 

5,560 


075,412 


£ 

282,342 

396,330 

88,9n 

6,880 

2,150 

7,395 

57,lo6 


290 
1,425 


792,916 


Tlie  decrease,  it  will  be  observed,  is  principally  in  the  trade  with 
Victoria ;  that  with  the  United  Kingdom  having  been  greater  than 
in  1868,  and  not  very  much  loss  than  in  1867.  With  Queensland 
and  New  Zealand  (from  Mauritius  the  only  goods  imported  are 
sugar  and  gunny  bags)  the  trade  increased ;  with  New  South  Wales 
(although  larger  than  in  1869)  and  South  Australia  it  decreased. 
With  China  we  had  no  transactions  in  imported  goods  in  1870,  the 
whole  of  our  supply  of  teas  having  been  received  indirectly,  the  great 
bulk  through  Victoria. 

The  figures  in  the  above  Table,  reduced  to  their  centesimal  propor- 
tions, give  the  following  results : — 


Otentriit. 


United  Kingdom     - 

Victoria 

Kew  South  Walei  - 

Qoeenbland 

^atti  AiiiftraliA 

Now  Zealand 

Maurttiufl 

Calcutta      - 

Valparaiso 

OaiM)  of  Good  Hope 

China      . 

Hamburg    - 

South  6ai8 


Proportion  per  cent,  of  total  Imporu* 


IMT. 


18M. 


85*02 

50-49 
5-80 

104» 

0*59 

6-31 


0*75 


81*40 
54-20 
5-45 
0-74 
00*2 
0-83 
702 
0-05 
0*88 

0^3 

003 


IM*. 


UT«. 


41*85 
47-11 
3-57 
0-38 
0*88 
0-«2 
4*88 


a5*61 
49-9t 
4-9S 
0-87 
0*27 
0*93 
7-20 


005 
0*49 


0-57 


0*04 
0*18 


*  In  the  previoQs  year's  rvport  (1869)  this  prrowKtege  appeen  <^poeite  <>aeii1inrl,  baring  by  imd- 
Tcrtence  been  placed  on  lUkt  wrong  line. 

The  proportions,  in  1870,  as  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Victoria,  stood  tctv  nearly  as  they  were  in  1867.  As  regards 
Queensland,  New  Zealand,  and  Mauritius,  the  ratio  in  1870  is  the 
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neatest  in  the  period ;  but  as  regards  New  South  Wales  and  South 
Australia,  it  is  lower  than  the  prevailing  rate. 

At  the  respective  ports  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston  the 
imports  were  in  the  last  fire  years : — 


TASMAirtA. 


The  imports  at  Launceston  in  1869  were  swelled  to  an  unusual 
amount  by  the  items — railway  plant,  88,045?.;  specie,  gold  and 
silver,  36,000Z.  These  being  excluded,  the  value  of  the  ordinary 
imports  in  1869  would  still  be  greater  by  19,4717.  than  in  1870. 
The  value  in  1870  was  lees  than  in  any  year  (with  the  exception  of 
1867)  of  the  period.  At  Hobart  Town  the  imports  in  1870  were,  with* 
out  any  exception,  the  least  in  value  of  any  year  in  the  whole  period. 

Turning  now  to  the  exports,  we  find  that  their  value  in  1870  is  Exports, 
stated  to  have  been  648,709?.,  of  which  625,505?.,  or  96  42  per  cent 
were  the  produce  of  the  Colony,  and  23,204?.,  or  3  58  per  cent,  the 
produce  of  other  countries.  On  the  total  value  in  1870  there  was  a 
decrease,  as  compared  with  that  in  the  preceding  year,  of  178,223?., 
or  21  •  55  per  cent. 

The  exports  in  1870  were  at  the  rate  of  6?.  Ss.  9c?.  per  head, 
against  8?.  2^.  9^.  in  1869,  and  9?.  28.  lO^d.  in  1868. 

For  the  last  five  years  the  export  were : — 


Years. 


186C  - 
1867 
1868  - 
1869 
1870  - 


Total  ValM. 


£ 
834,606 
790,494 
920,820 
826,932 
648,709 


IncreAse  (+)  or 


-  46,350 
^  44,112 
+  130,326 

-  93,888 

-  178,223 


Except  m  the  one  year  1868,  there  has  been  a  continuous  decrease 
as  compared  with  1866— that  in  1870  being  the  largest  in  the  period. 

The  export  trade  with  the  diflerent  countries  in  the  same  four* 
years  was  as  follows : — 


CoQiitiieft 


United  Kingdom 
Victoria 

New  South  Wales 
Qiieenila«d        *- 
South  Anstnma 
J^ew  Zealand 
Mauritius 
Guam         *       ^ 

Total       . 


]86f. 


£ 

878,532 
223,879 
70,157 
14,076 
26,260 
74,057 
2,533 


£ 

485,523 

277,797 

111,631 

23,001 

16,094 

50,764 

5,630 


831,748 

344,523 

82,426 

16|744 

41,272 

821 

610 


187a 


£ 

253,200 

267,382 

83,542 

9,281 

8,119 

25,780 

1,370 

65 


790,404    I    920,820 


826,932 


648,709 


*  Four  years  are  taken  ioatead  of  five,  for  the  reason  Msigaed  when  treating  of  the 
imports. 
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Tawavu.  There  was  a  decrease,  it  will  be  seen,  in  our  exports  to  all  countries 
except  New  South  Wales  and  Mauritius,  although,  as  regards 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  the  Talue  was  greater  in  the  last 
than  in  the  first  year.  I  do  not  exclude  Queensland  from  the  former 
cateffory,  because  1869  being  the  only  year  in  which  the  amoont  was 
smaller  than  in  1870,  and  the  difference  in  faTour  of  the  latter  year 
being  Tery  slight,  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  there  is  yet  any  real 
improTement. 

In  oentesinial  proportions,  the  distribution  of  the  exporta  in  the 
last  four  years  was — 


Cooatries. 


Proportka  per  eent.  of  total  Esporte. 


IMf. 


18M. 


United  Kingdom    • 
Yictoria      • 
New  Sonth  WalM  - 
Qneenilend 
Bttuth  AttttnliA 
New  Zeelftiid 
Hamitiiii 
Guam 


47-89 
28-82 
8*88 
1-78 
8*82 
9*49 
0-82 


I 


47*30 
80- 17 
12  12 
2d0 
1-75 
5-51 
0-61 
004 


iMe. 


40  12 

41-66 

9-97 


-06 
•02 
00 
10 
07 


lere. 


8903 
41-22 
12-88 
1-43 
1-25 
8-97 
0-21 
001 


Comparing  the  export  trade  at  the  two  ports  for  the  five  years,  we 
have — 


1866. 

1W7. 

IMS. 

18€f. 

isre. 

Hobart  Town 

£ 

460,735 
373,871 

465,990 
824,504 

418,810 
502,010 

£ 
406,960 
419,972 

£ 

346,504 
302,205 

The  decrease  in  1870,  as  compared  with  1869,  was,  at  Hobart 
Town,  14*  85  per  cent. ;  at  Launceston,  28*04  per  cent 

On  referring  to  the  decennial  Table  of  Exports  which  follows  the 
Customs  returns,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  only  articles  on  which  there 
was  an  increase  in  value  in  1870  were  oats,  barley,  hides,  skins  and 
leather,  and  hops.  On  bark  the  decrease  was  1,294/. ;  on  bran  and 
pollard,  1,756/. ;  on  butter  and  cheese,  6,579/. ;  on  flour,  16,327/. ; 
on  fruit,  preserved  and  green,  14,020/.;  on  wheat,  29,826/.;  on 
horses,  2,853/. ;  on  sheep,  1,550/. ;  on  sperm  oil,  27,940/. ;  on 
timber,  5,350/. ;  on  vegetables,  27,207/. ;  on  wool,  56,807/.  These 
decreases  were  not  caused  by  any  fall  in  the  prices  of  goods  (except 
as  regards  bark,  in  which  there  was  an  increase  in  quantity  of  459 
tons,  and  perhaps  timber),  for  the  quantities  show  a  corresponding 
diminution.  In  wool,  our  staple  production,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
quantity  of  1,460,170  lbs.  as  against  1869.  The  export  of  wool  was 
smaller  than  in  any  year  of  the  last  decennium,  with  the  exception  of 
1861. 

The  trade  in  butter  and  cheese  seems  to  be  declining.  There  was 
no  year  in  the  decade  in  wnich  it  was  so  small  as  in  1870.  In  1861 
the  value  was  10,739/.  It  reached  26,570/.  in  1865  ;  and  from  that 
time  it  has  receded. 
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The  quantity  of  flour  exported  has  never  been  so  small  in  any  of     Tasmania. 
the  ten  years,  except  in  1865,  when,  however,  the  increased  price 
made  the  total  value  greater  than  in  1870. 

The  trade  in  finit  and  jam  was,  apparently,  somewhat  smaller 
than  the  average  of  the  last  four  years,  but  considerably  in  advance  of 
what  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  decade. 

There  were  only  three  years — namely,  1864, 1865,  and  1866 — ^in 
which  the  export  of  wheat  was  smaller  than  in  1870.  That  of  oats 
in  the  latter  year  was  a  good  average ;  and  that  of  barley  was  the 
largest  of  any  of  the  ten  years,  except  1868.  The  leather  and  stin 
trade,  judged  by  the  value,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition — 1870 
showing  the  maximum  in  the  ten  years.  The  production  of  hops  is 
steadily  advancing,  the  export  in  1861  having  been  only  43,646  lbs., 
and  in  1870,  365,489  \hs. ;  but  it  is  feared  that  in  consequence  of 
the  low  price  which  has  prevailed  for  some  time  pasty  and  the  duty 
imposed  by  some  of  the  other  colonies,  this  increase  will  not  con- 
tinue. 

The  export  of  horses  and  sheep  has  been  constantly  declining,  and 
threatens  to  cease  to  be  an  item  of  any  importance.  That  of  pigs 
shows  a  better  result ;  the  number  in  1861  having  been  only  251, 
and  1870,  3,632,  valued  at  5,067/. 

The  export  of  sperm  oil  was  exceeded  in  1869, 1868,  1864,  1862, 
and  1861.  Whale  fishing,  as  an  industry,  cannot,  therefore,  be  said 
to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  value  of  timber  exported  in  1870  was  less  than  in  any  of  the 
other  years  of  the  period ;  but  it  is  probable  (seeing  that  on  some 
descriptions  there  was  an  increase)  that  a  reduction  in  price  has  had 
some  share  in  producing  that  result,  although  this  does  not  appear  in 
the  return  of  prices. 

The  export  of  wool  in  1870  shows  a  decrease  of  1,076,871  lbs. 
upon  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years,  1865-9,  which  is 
5,223,784.  The  decrease  was  therefore  at  the  rate  of  20-57  per 
cent.  The  cause  is  generally  attributed  to  fluke,  and  the  enormous 
increase  of  rabbits  on  the  sheep-runs. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  exports  for  the  last  three  years  of 
certain  articles  which,  not  being  of  sufficient  importance,  or  else  not 
having  established  a  permanent  place  in  the  trade,  were  not  included 
in  the  decennial  return : — 


Qoaotitles. 

Vtlue. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1868. 

1869.     1     18Y0. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

CJoalfl    -        -        -       - 

tons 

180 

1,270 

1,614 

120 

810 

980 

Gold        -        -        -   . 

oz. 

... 



2,141 

— 

— 

7,475 

Hay     -        .        -        - 

Malt         -        -        -    - 

tons 

354} 

152 

129} 

1,620 

870 

1,025 

bushels 

5,960 

8,283  ;il,160 

2,670 

3,235 

4,185 

Malt  liquor  -        -        - 

galU. 

9,170» 

9,870 

8,163 

1,095 

1,180 

957 

Oyrtera  and  crayfish  -   - 

pkgs. 

273 

275 

309 

600 

1,190 

1,010 

Seeds,  plants,  and  trees 
Stone,  building         -   - 

^itto 

2,178 

1,375 

1,205 

3,560 

2,195 

2,095 

tons 

2,186 

2,642}|  1,423 

4,400 

4,980 

2,545 

•Ate 

>200doMii 

I 

iplntt,v»I 

ueaoL 

Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


180  RBPORTB  BXHTBITINO  THK  PBE8VMT  fifTATK 

TAntAmA.         In  the  official  Report  of  the  Intercolonial   Enfaibitlon  bdd  at 

Sydney  in  1870  there  are  some  obserrations  which  bear  upon  oof 

export  trade,  and  it  may  therefore  be  useful  to  reproduce  thesi  here 
for  the  benefit  of  our  producers  and  exporters* 

^  Wheat.  The  wheat  most  esteemed  is  that  from  Adelaide. 
Nothing  produced  in  this  Colony  quite  comes  up  to  it  in  quality,  but 
then  there  is  a  compensation  in  quantity,  inasmudi  as  the  arerage 
yield  is  greater  here  than  in  South  Australia.  Our  best  wheat 
districts  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Young,  Barrowa,  Mumimburrahf 
Bathurst)  Carooar,  C^wra,  Wagn  Waffga,  Orange,  New  England, 
and  Maneroo.  Taking  as  a  steward  Adelaide  wheat  at  5i.  a  bushd, 
that  grown  in  these  localities  will  realise  in  Sydney  about  2d.  kie. 
Next  in  excellence  is  reckoned  the  grain  from  the  districta  of  Mudgeei 
YaaSi  Queenbeyan,  Ounning,  Bnudwood^  and  Groulbum,  which  gene* 
rallv  averages  about  4<2.  a  bushel  below  the  Adelaide  wheat  Victorian 
b  classed  as  about  equal  in  quality  with  the  best  of  New  South  Wales 
wheat,  and  Califomian  a  shade  below  it  Taking  the  same  standard 
of  value,  Tasmanian  wheat  realizes  about  4m.  6d.,  and  that  from  New 
Zealand,  which  however  is  very  unequal  in  quality,  ranges  from  about 
4s.  to  4s.  3d." 

^  BarUy.  The  Oolony  furnished  onl^  one  exhilntor  of  this  grain, 
which  perhaps  was  not  an  unfair  indication  of  its  comparative  neglect 
by  our  farmers.  *  *  *  *  It  has  been  frequently  grown  on  the 
Hunter  River,  but  is  very  apt  to  get  the  weevil  withm  two  or  three 
months  ;  and  as  maltsters  like  to  have  it  kept  for  at  least  that  time,  it 
is  scarcely  available  for  their  use.  Some  few  years  ago  Messrs.  Tooth 
and  Co.,  the  principal  brewers  of  Sydney,  offered  a  special  prize  for 
barley  the  produce  of  the  Colony,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  stimulate 
the  local  production  of  an  article  they  largely  import ;  but  though 
the  prize  was  gained  by  an  exoellent  sample  grown  at  Bega,  no 
stimulus  was  given  to  the  general  cultivation.  *  *  *  *  It  is 
only  on  the  south-east  comer  of  the  Colony,  where  there  is  a  moist, 
cool  sea-breeze,  that  malting  barley  can  be  advantageoudy  grown  on 
the  coast,  but  on  the  cool  tM>le  lands  it  can  be  produced  of  excellent 
quality,  and  the  probability  is  that  the  railways  will  now  lead  to  a 
considerable  increase  m  cultivation.  At  present,  the  Sydney  brewers, 
unable  to  ffet  their  wants  sunplied  by  local  grow^^,  import  bariey 
and  malt  from  Tasmania  ana  New  Zealand.  From  these  Colonies 
they  are  drawing  a  continually  increamng  supply,  and  are  gradually 
limiting  their  orders  frt)m  England.  The  import  of  barley  in  1869 
was  8,587  bushels." 

*' Potatoes.  *  *  *  ♦  The  import  for  the  year  amounted  to 
9,775  tons,  of  which  about  1,300  tons  were  re-exported  to  Queensland. 
*  *  *  *  The  northern  rivers  are  found  to  be  rather  too  hot  for 
the  successful  cultivation  of  this  root  Even  to  the  south  the  warm 
spring  weather  is  not  very  favourable.  In  a  cool  season  the  potatoes 
produced  there  are  excellent,  but  when  the  hot  weather  sets  in  rapidly 
the  quality  is  injured.  Though  the  coast  climate  is  not  very  favour- 
able for  the  production  of  the  best  article,  except  in  good  seasons,  it 
pives  the  sea-side  settlers  the  advantage  of  the  first  of  the  season. 
From  about  November  to  February  Aey  have  the  Sydney  market  all 
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to  themselres.  By  that  time  the  Victorian  potatoes  from  Warrnam-  TAfiMANu. 
bool  come  in,  and  as  they  are  more  highly  esteemed  they  take  the  ""^ — 
l<^d^  Atid  the  remaining  unsold  stock  of  New  South  Wales  potatoes 
can  only  be  placed  at  a  reduction  of  108.  to  20*.  per  ton.  The 
Victorian  potatoes  in  turn  are  riralled  by  the  potatoes  from  the  north 
c^ast  of  Tasnlania,  which  come  into  the  market  a  few  months 
subsequently." 

"  Malt  Liquors.  *  *  ♦  *  In  the  art  of  brewing  Sydney  is 
placed  at  some  disadvantage.  There  are  only  three  or  four  months 
m  the  year  in  which  the  weather  is  cool  fenough  to  allow  tie  malting 

trocess  to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  from  the  small  quantity  of 
arley  produced  in  the  Colony  nearly  all  thegraiti  has  to  be  imported. 
The  hot  weather  h  also  a  difficulty  to  be  encotititered,  and  the  yetj 
best  XXX  is  only  manufactured  during  the  winter  months,  though  by 
the  aid  of  attlflcial  refrigerators,  to  regulate  the  temperature  Sf  the 
fermenting  tutis,  sound  beer  can  be  produced  all  the  year  rouiid.  Th« 
Sydney  water,  too,  is  tery  pure,  and  rather  too  free  from  little  foi* 
brewing  purposes.  That  drawn  from  Botany  is  simply  raiti-wate^ 
filtered  through  sand,  and  that  drawn  from  wells  sunk  m  the  sand- 
stone rock  on  which  the  city  is  built  is  naturally  filtered.  The 
popularity  ill  Sydney  of  the  ale  breWed  fit  Castlemaine,  in  Victoria, 
has  induoed  the  manufacturers  to  open  a  branch  establishment  in  this 
Colony,  but  though  the  processes  are  identical,  they  fail  in  the  Sydney 
climate,  and  with  the  Bydtiey  writer,  to  produce  an  Article  identical 
with  the  Victorlati  beer.  *  *  ♦  *  The  Import  of  beer  in  1869 
was  more  than  1,000,000  gallons  in  wood,  and  more  than  500,000 
in  bottles,  tod  the  total  value  was  about  260,0002." 

Surely  in  the  production  of  malt  liquors,  if  anywhere,  is  an  oppor- 
tunity foi*  Tasmatiia  to  extend  her  trade.  She  has,  confessedly, 
adfantages  ill  this  respect  possessed  by  none  other  of  the  Australian 
colonics;  and  if  beer  can  be  sent  from  Castlcmaine,  an  inland  town, 
to  Sydney  at  a  profit,  much  more  could  it  be  supplied  from  the  ports 
of  Tasmania. 

A  part  of  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  saifle  Report  are  worth 
noting,  since  they  apply  quite  as  touch  to  this  Colony  as  they  do  to 
'ew  South  Wales,  and  perhaps  more. 

"  A  surtey  of  the  industries  of  the  Colonies  cannot  but  disclose  the 
fact  that  in  most  of  them,  especially  in  the  agricultural  and  nastoral 
departments,  there  is  room  for  rery  great  improvementi  That  the 
methods  hitherto  adopted  have  been  rough  and  ready,  such  as  hare 
been  natural  to  the  early  stages  of  colonial  development,  but  such  as 
are  not  adapted  to  produce  the  best  and  fullest  results  of  which  the 
Colony  is  capable.  The  soil  can  produce  more,  and  can  produce 
better,  and  can  produce  in  greater  variety^  than  it  has  ever  been  made 
to  do ;  and  a  more  intelligent  application  of  scientific  knowledge,  and 
a  more  careful  collection  and  distribution  of  the  information  still  to  be 
obtained  from  further  experience,  will,  even  with  our  present  resources 
of  labour  and  capital,  add  immensely  to  the  productiveness  of  the  soil. 
The  exhibitions  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  which  are  adapting  them- 
selves yearly  more  exactly  to  the  wants  of  tiie  community^  cannot  fwl 
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TAatAwiA.  greatly  to  assist  this  progress.  They  reveal  all  the  defects  in  our 
present  methods,  and  give  prominence  to  all  improvements.  They 
encourajBfe  those  who  tsu^e  the  lead,  and  they  stimulate  into  activi^ 
those  who  drag  in  the  rear. 

*^  With  res[^  to  manufactures,  we  note  that  there  have  been  some 
satisfactory  successes,  and  some  disappointing  failures ;  that  the  latter 
have  been  partly  due  to  the  want  of  capital,  or  to  the  want  of  skill— 
and  more  tne  latter  than  the  former." 

It  would  be  well  if  the  following  words  were  equally  applicable : — 

*'  The  lesson  has  now  been  learnt  that  favourable  local  conditions 
are  not  sufficient,  unless  the  requisite  technical  knowledge  is  also 
supplied ;  and  in  new  industries  for  the  future  more  care  will  be  taken 
to  secure  the  best  available  practised  skill,  so  that  the  local  advantages 
may  be  utilized  to  the  utmost,  and  the  early  difficulties  of  a  new 
enterprise  may  not  be  aggravated,  and  by  blunders  that  might  be 
avoided/' 

Total  tiadcw  ^he  total  value  of  our  sea-borne  trade  in  1870  amounted  to 
1,441,6252.  The  average  for  the  preceding  four  years  was  1 ,732,968^ ; 
so  that  there  was  a  decrease  to  the  extent  of  291,3437.,  equal  to 
16-81  per  cent 

uS^!^  There  are  many  causes  which  have  contributed  to  this  serious 

declension  in  our  trade,  but  at  present  I  need  only  mention  one, 
seeing  that  that  afiects  not  only  this  Colony,  but  the  whole  group  of 
British  communities  in  this  quarter  of  the  world — I  allude  to  the 
destructive  "  War  of  Tarifls  "  which  Colony  has  Been  waging  agdn^ 
Colony,  sometimes  by  way  of  protection,  at  others  by  way  of  reprisal 
Whatever  the  motive  may  be,  the  end  is  the  same :  the  weapon,  even 
if  it  hurts  the  foe,  is  sure  to  spring  back  and  wound  most  the  hand 
that  wields  it  The  only  complete  remedy  for  this  unnatural  and 
pernicious  state  of  things  is  to  be  found  in  the  establishment  of  a 
Customs  Union,  which,  so  far  as  their  trade  and  commerce  are  con- 
cerned, would  have  the  same  effect  as  if  all  the  colonies  were  brought 
under  one  Government  To  Tasmania  the  matter  is  one  of  vital 
importance.  The  larger,  wealthier,  and  more  populous  colonies  may, 
perhaps,  be  able  for  a  time  to  set  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  teachings 
of  experience  at  defiance ;  but  to  a  small  community  like  this,  whose 
resources  are  limited,  and  whose  most  useful  population  has  gone  to 
increase  the  wealth  of  her  more  powerful  neighbours,  such  a  war 
means  little  less  than  the  extinction  of  her  commerce.  But  a 
Customs  Union,  while  it  would  unquestionably  benefit  the  smaller 
Colony  in  an  especial  degree,  would  also  largely  conduce  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  others ;  and  viewing  the  question  in  its  widest 
aspect,  as  afiecting  the  whole  of  these  branches  of  the  great  English- 
speaking  family,  I  can  only  express  my  eiu*nest  de^re  ^t  a  Customs 
Union,  comprehending  all  the  members  of  the  Australasian  group  of 
colonies,  may  at  no  distant  time  be  established. 

Shipping.  Having,  in  tlie  previous  remarks,  carried  back  the  comparison  of 

the  imports  and  exports  for  five  years,  I  shall  pursue  the  same  course 
with  respect  to  the  Shipping  Returns  :— 
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P^yrta. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

HobartTown   - 
Lannceston  and\ 
sab-port8       -/ 

227 
416 

54,568 
53,335 

222 
376 

49,085 
48,305 

223 
431 

52,201 
58,352 

218 
434 

51,168 
63,242 

218 
395 

51,866 
53,781 

Total     .   . 

643 

107,903 

598 

97,390 

654  110,558 

652 

114,410 

613 

105,647 

Tasmania. 


OUTWABDS. 


Ports. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage.   No.    Tonnage. 

HobartTown   - 
Lannceston  andl 
snb-ports  -   -/ 

236 
396 

55,104 
50,961 

231 
400 

50,742 
52,012 

226 
433 

51,617 
59,874 

220 
444 

50,579 
61,986 

233    53,679 
378  j  53,584 

Total     .   - 

632 

106,065   631  102,754 

659 

111,491 

664 

112,565 

611  107,263 

These  Tables  show  a  considerable  falling  off  both  in  the  number  of 
vessels,  and  the  tonnage  in  1870,  as  compared  with  1868  and  1869. 
The  true  state  of  the  shipping  trade  may  be  better  exhibited  by- 
adding  together  the  totals  of  both  Tables. 


Yean. 


1866  - 
1867 
1868  - 
1869 
1870  . 


Inwards  and  Oatwards. 


No. 


1,275 
1,229 
1,313 
1,316 
1,224 


Tonnage. 


213,968 
200,144 
222,044 
226,975 
212,910 


It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  tonnage  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  in 
1866y  and  considerably  in  excess  of  that  in  1867,  though  less  than  in 
the  other  years,  the  mi/mher  of  vessels  is  less  than  in  any  of  the  other 
years. 

The  amount  of  registered  shipping  belonging  to  the  Colony  on  Shipping 
3l8t  December,   1870,  shows  a   total  of   183   vessels,  having   a  wg^tered. 
capacity  of  16,913  tons,  and  manned  by  1,427  men  and  boys ;  teinff 
a  decrease,  as  compared  with  1869,  of  two  vessels,  of  347  tons,  and 
of  27  men  and  boys. 

The  number  of  registered  steamers  continued  the  same  as  in  the  Steamers 
previous  year,  the  only  change  being  the  substitution  at  Lannceston  wgistcared. 
of  one  wooden  for  one  iron  vessel. 

The  whale  fisheries  in  1870  employed  15  vessels  with  a  tonnage 
of  3,446 ;  the  number  of  their  crews  being  376.  The  produce  was — 
bla(^  oil  1  tun,  and  sperm  oil  448  tuns,  together  valued  at  35,880Z. 
G)mpared  with  those  for  1869  these  figures  show  the  following  de* 
creases :«— vessels,  2 ;  tonnage,  918 ;  crews,  39 ;  black  oil,  12  tuns ; 


Whale 
fisheries. 
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sperm,  195  tuns  (30*33  per  cent)]  whalebone,  8  cwt ;  value  of 
Iffoduoe  13,0302. 

The  quantity  of  coal  raised  in  1870  was  returned  as  9,786  tons 
aj^ainst  10,256  in  1869,  being  smaller  by  470  tons,  or  4-58  per 
cent 

The  prices  of  agricultural  produce  were  general W  lower  in  1870 
than  in  the  prerious  year.  Flour,  from  a  range  of  18/.  to  16i  per 
ton,  fell  to  llZ.  10«.  to  13/.,  and  bread  in  consequence  became  cheaper 
by  id.  the  2  lb.  loaf.  Wheat  in  1869  stood  at  55.  to  7s.  p&r  bushel  ; 
in  1870,  at  4«.  lOrf.  to  5«.  2d. ;  barley  in  1869  at  5a  to  6a  ;  in  1870, 
at  3s.  6d.  to  5s. ;  oats  in  1869  at  3s.  6d.  to  4a.  6d. ;  in  1870,  at 
2s.  9d.  to  3s.  8d. ;  maize  rose  in  1870  by  Is.  per  bushel.  Hay  fell 
from  a  ranee  of  5/.  10s.  to  6/.  per  ton  in  1869  to  2/.  15s.  to  3/.  m 
1870.  Butdiers*  meat  showed  the  following  variations : — beef  per  lb. 
in  1869,  2^d.  to  8d. ;  in  1870,  5Jd.  to  8d. ;  pork  in  1869,  6d.  to 
Is.;  in  1870,  6d.  to  8d.  Veal  in  1869,  8d.  to  Is.;  in  1870,  6d. 
to  Is.  Timber  maintained  about  the  same  price  as  in  the  {previous  year. 
Under  the  head  of  vegetables,  the  only  noticeable  variation  is  in  the 
price  of  potatoes,  which  was  4/.  10s.  to  6/.  per  ton  in  1869 ;  in  1870, 
2/.  15s.  to  3/.  15s. 

The  past  year  must  therefore  have  been  a  trying  one  for  the 
agriculturist.  The  price  of  wool,  however,  which,  according  to  the 
Customs  returns  advanced  from  Is.  Id.  in  1869  to  Is.  2^  in  1870, 
tended  in  some  degree  to  relieve  the  depression. 

The  rate  of  wages  seems  generally  to  have  been  lower  than  in 
1869,  as  miffht  be  expected,  seeing  that  the  necessaries  of  life  were 
cheaper,  while  the  demand  for  labour  was  certainly  not  increased. 

The  next  return,  relating  to  trades  and  manufactures,  requires  a 
few  words  of  explanation,  in  order  that  a  casual  comparison  of  it  with 
the  corresponding  return  for  the  previous  year  may  not  mislead.  The 
stock  of  forms  having  been  exhausted,  rendering  it  necessary  to  get  a 
new  supply  printed,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
a  few  amendments.  With  this  view,  after  examining  the  list  of 
trades  compiled  in  connection  with  the  late  Census,  ^e  followmg 
were  added : — ^brickmakers,  cheesemakers,  market-gardeners,  hawkers, 
jam  manu&ctories,  millwrights,  plasterers,  saddle  and  harness  makers; 
while  the  follpwinff,  being  so  few  in  number  as  to  be  of  little  interest, 
were  omitted : — glue  and  size  makers,  gold-beaters,  mast  and  blo(^ 
makers,  starch  manufactories,  vinegar  manufactories. 

On  comparing  the  returni  for  1869  and  1870  respectively,  we  ind 
these  increases  in  the  latter  year : — agricultural  implement  makers, 
5 ;  blacksmiths,  9;  bricklayers,  4;  builders,  23;  butchers,  17; 
cabinet-makers  and  joiners,  13;  carpenters,  19;  cider-makers,  2; 
com  and  ship-chandler,  1 ;  engineers,  5  ;  fellmongers,  22 ;  foundries 
(iron  and  brass),  3 ;  general  dealers,  6 ;  gunsmith,  1 ;  mills,  water, 
6 ;  mills,  horse,  1 ;  painters,  plumbers,  and  glaziers,  8 ;  pastry- 
cooks and  confectioners,  4 ;  pianoforte-maker,  1 ;  publicans,  14 ; 
saw-mill,  1 ;  soap-boilers,  3 ;  stone-masons,  4 ;  tanners,  5 ;  tin- 
workers,  2 ;  tobacconists,  2 ;  turner,  1 ;  wine  merchant,  1 ;  wool- 
staplers  and  sorters,  8.  On  the  other  hand  there  were  the  following 
decreases  : — auctioneersi  6 ;  bakers,  8 ;  basket-maker,  1 ;  boot  and 
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shoemakersi  11 ;  brewery,  1 ;  candle  manufactory,  1 ;  chanist  and 
druggist,  1 }  cooper,  1 ;  dyer,  1 ;  furriers,  2 ;  grocers,  3  ;  jam  manu- 
factories, 2 ;  maltsters,  2 ;  pottery,  1 ;  sail-makers,  2  ;  shipwrights 
and  boat-buildera,  8 ;  tailors,  5 ;  watch-makers,  2 ;  wheelwrights,  2. 


Taikavia. 


III. — Finanee. 

The  reoeipts  and  disbursements  of  the  General  and  Land  Revenues  Bevena«  and 
in  the  two  years  1869  and  1870  are  shown  in  the  subjoined  return  expenditure, 
furnished  by  the  Assistant  Colonial  Treasurer : — 

Bksipts  and  Expbnditlbi  of  OnnBiUL  Beybkus  and  Lakb  Fund,  for  the  Team 
1869  and  1870,  as  ascertained  up  to  June  30, 1871. 

General  Mevetma,  emdmive  of  Ikbmtures  and  Expenditure  under  Loans  Acts, 


Revknui. 

CusiomB  and  bonding  rents 
Inland  reyenne      ... 
Other  reoeipts   ..       ..       - 
ISstinu^  receipts  outstanding 


EXPENDITUBI. 

Ordinarj  expenditure         -       • 
Estimated  expenditure  outstanding 


138,434  11 

54,166  11 

24,264    9 

3,343  19 

d, 
2 
9 
4 
9 

t          a,    d. 

137,034  16  10 

56,099    9    5 

24,682  14  10 

3,200    0    0 

220,199  12 

0 

221,017    1     1 

211,221  15 
9,597  15 

0 
0 

215,339  14  11 
9,750    0    0 

£220,819  10    5      £225,089  14  11 


Land  Fund,  exclusive  of  Debentures  and  Expenditure  under  Loans  Acts, 


1869. 

1870. 

Beysnxjb. 

Territorial  reyenue 

Other  reoeipts 

£         s,   d. 

56,602    0    2 

935    2    0 

46,264    4    9 
1,614    0    0 

57,587    2    2 

47,878    4    9 

Ordinary  expenditure         .... 
Beserves  under  Waste  Lands  Acts         -   - 
Estimated  expenditure  outstanding    - 

47,507    6    4 
11,993    8  11 

47,645    9    2 

9,505    1    1 

100    0    0 

£59,500  15    8 

£57,250  10    8 

W.  LovBTT,  Assistant  Golonial  Treasurer. 

The  expenditure  from  the  Commissariat  Chest  on  account  of  the  Imperial 
Imperial  Service  in  1870  was  65,7597.  8a.  2d.,  being  3,2557.  12».  less  expenditure. 
than  in  1869. 

The  rates  of  exchange  with  London  in  1870  varied  considerably,  as  CJourse  of 
compared  with  1869.  Tlie  Bank  rate  for  purchase  of  mercantile  bills  ©^^hange. 
Btood  at  ^  per  cent  discount  in  January ;  rose  to  par  in  the  following 
month,  and  so  continued  until  August,*  and  again  rose  to  1^  per  cent 
premium  in  September,  but  fell  to  ^  per  cent  discount  in  November, 
and  continued  at  the  same  rate  until  the  end  of  the  year.  For  their 
own  bills  the  Banks  charged,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  1  per 
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cent  premium  in  September,  which  was  rsised  in  February  to  1^  and 
in  September  to  3  per  cent,  but  in  November  and  December  was 
reduced  to  1^  per  cent 

With  the  other  Colonies  the  Exchange  was  the  same  as  in  1869. 

The  rates  of  discount  showed  but  little  variation ;  and  the  interest 
allowed  on  deposits  in  the  banks  was  the  same  as  in  the  latter  half 
of  18(J9. 

The  comparison  of  the  Bank  Returns  for  1870  with  those  for  1869 
shows  a  considerable  faUing  off  in  the  badness  of  the  former  year. 
It  is  true  that  the  value  of  specie  and  bullion  in  hand  in  the  first 
quarter  exceeded  that  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  previous 
year  by  19,468Z.  Os.  6d.,  but  in  the  next  three  quarters  it  fell  short 
of  it  b^  16,429Z.  2s.  lid.,  27,047Z.  14s.  2d.,  and  26,136i  6*.  6d., 
respectively.  The  balances  due  from  other  banks  were  considerably 
smaller  in  1870  than  in  1869 ;  while  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  (how 
much  of  these  was  invested  funds,  such  as  debentures,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing)  were  larger.  The  value  of  the  notes  in  circula- 
tion, though  somewhat  larger  in  the  first  quarter  of  1870,  was  about 
3,0007.  less  in  each  of  the  other  quarters.  The  most  noticeable 
difference  between  the  figures  of  1869  and  those  of  1870  is  in  regard 
to  the  deposits,  which  showed  a  decrease  in  the  first  quarter  of 
301/.  3s.  4d. ;  in  the  second,  of  68,678/.  lis. ;  in  the  third,  of 
69,501/.  Os.  bd. ;  and  m  the  fourth,  of  79,013/.  6s.  4d. 

The  most  important  items  of  the  Bank  Betums  for  the  last  five 
years  are  compared  below : — 


ATentgA  AjMets. 

Average  LUbOUiM. 

Years. 

Coin  and  BuUioo. 

DebtB  due  to 
Banks,  ftc* 

Notes  in  CfrcU' 
lation. 

Deposits. 

1866 

1867    .... 

1868 

1869    -        -        -    . 

1870 

171,485 
151,952 
171,382 
198,291 
185,755 

1,039,105 
1,039,521 
1,065,499 
1,047,004 
1,084,906 

83,325 
75,367 
76,490 
86>867 
86,094 

662,420 
628,056 
750,754 
767,071 
712,472 

*  Including  notes,  bUls  of  exchange,  stock  and  Ainded  debts,  bat  not  including  debts  doe  from  other 


Comparing  the  first  and  last  years,  there  is  an  increase  in  every 
column.  The  specie  in  the  banks  was  less  in  1870  than  in  1869,  but 
more  than  in  the  other  years ;  the  debts  due  to  the  banks,  &c.  were 
greater  than  in  all  the  other  years ;  the  value  of  notes  in  circulation 
also  exceeded  that  of  the  other  years,  with  the  exception  of  1869 ;  the 
deposits,  though  greater  in  1870  than  in  the  two  first  years,  were 
smaller  than  in  1868  and  1869.  The  increases  in  the  figures  for  tiie 
latter  year  were  most  probably  due  in  some  measure  to  the  brisk 
speculation  in  gold  mining  scrip  which  then  prevailed.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  reaction  in  the  next  year,  the  consequences  of  which  were 
felt  in  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  in  commercial  failures,  and  dis- 
turbance of  credit  It  is  therefore  nothing  more  than  might  naturally 
be  expected  that  a  comparison  of  the  years  1869  and  1870  should  be 
unfavourable  to  the  latter  year. 
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r  The  average  amount  of  business  done  by  the  savings  banks,  and      Tasmania. 
the  state  of  Sieir  funds  in  the  last  five  years,  is  shown  by  the  follow-  gavwT 
ing  data: —  banks. 


Aaaots, 

Li&bilitles. 

Deposits 

dunngthe 

Year.* 

Yean. 

Mortgnges. 

Beben. 
tores. 

Gash  in 

other 

Banks,  and 

on  hand. 

Amount  of 
Depodta. 

Reserve 
Fond. 

Bepaymenta 

during  the 

Year.* 

1866  -        . 

1867  .        -   . 

1868  .        . 

1869  -        .    - 

1870  .        . 

135,913 
125,282 
130,804 
126,615 
134,492 

64,190 
73,565 
66,659 
82,276 
87,189 

10,422 
11,242 
15,223 
22,278 
19,595 

£ 
194,429 
193,093 
194,960 
212,508 
223,262 

£ 
21,426 
22,867 
23,152 
24,185 
23,648 

£ 

101,646 
111,466 
122,0191 
119,120 

£ 

102,924 
105,266 
105,544 
109,065 

*  The  amoonts  for  1866  cannot  be  given,  the  retoms  for  that  year  not  being  complete. 
~  t  In  tiM  return  for  1869  (Statistics,  p.  71)  this  appears  as  112,018{.  lU.  id.    The  error  was  in  the 
addlUoD. 


The  fact  which  first  strikes  us  on  running  the  eye  down  the  above 
columns  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  evidences  which  meet  us  every- 
where of  the  dulness  of  trade,  and  the  declension  of  our  commerce  with 
other  countries,  the  business  of  the  savings  banks  has  shown  a  steady 
increase.  We  may,  I  think,  account  for  this  fact,  partly  on  the  suppo* 
sition  that  with  the  decline  of  the  prosperity  or  former  years  the 
people  have  become  more  economical  in  their  habits ;  and  partly  by 
the  absence  of  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which  formerly  afforded  a 
means  of  investment  for  small  savings,  thus  causing  to  flow  into  these 
banks  a  part  of  that  capital  which  was  then  directly  and  actively 
employed  with  the  prospect  of  a  larger  profit  in  creating  or  distribut- 
ing wealth. 

Of  the  invested  funds,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1866  the  mortgages 
amounted  to  135,913?.,  the  debentures  to  64,190Z. ;  while  the  cash  in 
hand  was  10,42221 ;  in  1870,  the  mortgages  amounted  to  134,492/., 
the  debentures  to  87,189/.,  and  the  cash  in  hand  to  19,595.  In  the 
former  year,  therefore,  64*56  per  cent  of  the  funds  was  lent  on  mort- 
gage, 30*49  per  cent,  on  debentures,  and  4*95  per  cent  was  unin- 
vested; in  the  latter  the  proportions  were — ^mortgages,  55*74  per 
cent  •,  debentures,  36  •  14  per  cent. ;  cash  in  hand,  8  *  12  per  cent 
The  decrease  in  the  proportion  occupied  by  mortgages,  and  the  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  other  items,  is  very  considerable. 

The  amount  standing  to  credit  of  depositors,  and  the  reserve  fund, 
have  pretty  steadily  increased  during  the  whole  five  years.  The 
amount  deposited  auring  the  year  had  increased  from  101,646/.  in 
1867  (the  first  year  in  which  it  was  recorded  in  the  statistics)  to 
119,120/.  in  1870,  having  risen  to  122,019/.  in  1869.  In  like 
manner,  the  amount  repaid  to  depositors  during  the  year  had  increased 
from  102,924/.  to  109,065/.  The  excess  of  deposits  over  repayments 
in  the  four  years  was  31,452/. 

The  business  of  the  Post  Office  Money  Order  OfSce  in  the  last 
four  years — the  furthest  unbroken  period  to  which  the  comparison  can 
be  extended — was  as  follows :— • 


Post  Office 
money  oiden. 
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The  system  has  made  steady  and  continuous  prog^ress  from  its 
establishment ;  and  the  increases,  as  between  1867  and  1870,  were  in 
the  following  ratios,  per ^oent. : — Issued:  Number,  56*46;  amount, 
51  •  92.    Paid :  Number,*  54 '  81 ;  amount,  45  •  03. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  money  orders  issued  in  1870,  2,027,  or 
39*03  per  cent  were  on  other  places  within  the  Colony ;  1,575,  or 
30*33  per  cent.,  on  Victoria;  863,  or  16*62  per  cent,  on  England 
and  Wales  ;  and  728,  or  14  *  02  per  cent  on  otner  countries. 

Public  debt  The  public  debt  of  the  Colony,  consisting  of  debentures,  on  the 
31st  December,  1870,  was  1,268,7002.  Beside  this  sum,  deb^tures 
to  the  amount  of  74,800  were  authorized,  but  not  iasuad  at  that  date; 
lind  others,  to  the  amount  of  15,100^,,  were  issuable  for  the  purpose 
of  redeeming  other  loans  falling  due  in  1871.  Of  the  total  amount 
of  the  debt,  400,000/.  were  incurred  on  account  of  the  Launceston 
and  Western  Railway,  and  100,000/.  for  the  abolition  of  State  aid  to 
religion ;  the  annual  sum  of  15,000/.,  whidi  was  previously  a  direct 
charge  against  the  colonial  revenue  for  purposes  of  public  worship, 
being  thus  commuted  for  a  payment  by  wa^  of  interest  oi  6,000/.  a  year. 

Gold  mining.        The  return  relating  to  gold  mining  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  so 

E3rfect  as  I  should  have  wished  to  make  it,  the  Commissioner  at 
yndhurst  having  been  unable  to  furnish  the  desired  information  for 
his  district  The  particulars  given  are,  therefore,  those  of  the  dis^ct 
of  Fingal  oply.  There,  however,  we  observe  an  increase  of  95  per- 
sons employed,  the  total  ayerage  number  in.  1870  having  been  110 
against  15  in  1869.  From  aUuvial  operations  600  oz.  are  said  to 
have  been  produced  iu  1870,  against  137  -oa.  2  dwt  in  1869.  In 
the  latter  year  quarts  mining  in  that  district  was  altogetbo*  sus- 
pended ;  in  1870,  during  a  part  of  the  year,  one  company  was  at 
work,  producing  864  oz.  of  gold,  the  average  yield  bei]%  8  dwt 
6  gr.  per  ton. 

As  the  productiveness  of  the  gold*(ields  of  this  Colony  is  a  matter 
of  vital  importance  in  its  present  depressed  condition,  and  as  any- 
thing bearing  upon  the  subject  must  necessarily  be  of  interest,  I  sub- 
join the  observations  of  the  Commissioners,  furnished  at  my  request ; 
and,  with  reference  to  them,  I  would  suggest  that  it  should  be  made 
a  condition  of  the  occupation  of  Crown  land  for  mining  purpoaes  that 
the  occupant  should  furnish  to  the  Commissioners  periodical  returns 
of  such  particulars  relating  to  their  operations  as  may  be  required  for 
statistical  purposes,  such  as  number  of  persons  employed,  yalue  of 
mining  plant,  amount  of  gold  obtained,  &c.  Those  who  are  workbg 
upon  ptrivate  property  would  probably  be  vrilUng  to  furnish  ^milar  iiH 
formation  as  a  matter  of  public  interest 
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Mr.  Shaw,  the  Commissioner  at  Lyndhurst,  writing  on  the  27th     TAsiuHiAt 
March  lasts,  says;— ^  "^ 

"  Referrinff  to  your  circular  of  the  16th  January  last,  asking  for  a 
return  of  gold-mining  operations  in  this  district,  I  regret  to  say  I  am 
unable  to  mrnish  it.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  circular  I  have  endea- 
voured to  collect  the  necessary  information,  but  have  failed.  There 
was  no  provision  in  the  late  regulations  to  enable  me  to  keep  any 
record  of  the  quantity  of  gold  produced,  and  information  was  fre- 
quently refused.  I  object  to  put  my  name  to  a  document  which  must 
necessarily  be  inaccurate.     I  cannot  give  you  even  an  approximation, 

"  With  reference  to  your  request  that  I  will  furnish  such  informa- 
tion as  I  am  able  to  give  as  to  the  present  prospects  of  gold  mining 
in  my  district,  I  can  only  say  that  at  Waterhouse  one  claim  is  being 
worked ;  at  the  Back  Creek,  one ;  and  at  Nine  Mile  Springs,  three. 
Throughout  the  whole  district  the  land  is  locked  up  under  lease  or 
application  for  lease ;  the  holders  are  not  working  themselves,  nor  is 
there  any  probability  of  their  doing  so,  so  long  as  they  are  permitted 
to  hold  tne  ground,  and  miners  cannot  get  a  footing  in  any  part." 

The  Commissioner  at  Fingal,  on  the  5th  April,  writes  j — 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  mining  operations  in 
this  district  for  the  year  1870,  which  I  have  compiled  from  the  best 
available  information ;  but,  for  many  reasons,  the  return  is  not  so 
accurate  as  I  could  have  wished,  and  can  only,  with  regard  to  th^ 
alluvial  workings,  be  looked  upon  as  approximate. 

**The  fact  of  my  not  having  held  oflSce  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year  is  some  reason  for  my  not  being  aware  of  the 
workings  of  the  whole  year ;  and  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that 
no  one  company,  alluvial  or  quartz  mining,  was  in  operation  for  more 
than  two  months,  and.  several  were  only  doing  dead-work,  and  stopped 
before  obtaining  any  gold.  Indeed,  1  may  say  that  no  gold  has  been 
obtained  from  alluvial  ground  by  any  company  since  my  appointment 
to  the  charge  of  this  district.  The  TuUocngorum,  Mangana  Alluvial, 
Mangana  Uold  Mining  (Carter  s  and  Arabin's),  and  the  *  Band 
of  Hope  companies  are  all  at  a  standstill,  although  started  with 
great  promise  ibr  the  future  ;  and  the  railway,  a  small  company  not 
registered  under  the  Companies'  Act,  but  which  has  gone  to  some  con- 
siderable expense  to  prove  some  ground  in  Black  Horse  Gully,  near 
Reedy  Marsh,  has  also  failed  to  remunerate  its  shareholders.  Not- 
withstanding the  lar^e  sums  that  have  been  expended,  the  ground 
held  by  these  companies  remains  for  the  most  part  untested ;  and  the 
question  as  to  its  containing  gold  in  remunerative  quantities  is  no 
nearer  a  satisfactory  answer  than  if  a  pick  had  never  been  put  into 
the  ground.  Incapacity  and  duplicity  appear  to  have  been  the  rule 
in  the  management  of  the  great  oulk  of  Tasmanian  gold  companies; 
and  until  a  new  era  is  inaugurated,  and  the  present  system  of  com- 
pany manipulation  abolished,  it  seems  useless  to  expect  remunerative 
results  from  alluvial  companies  in  this  district. 

'^  The  alluvial  ground  that  has  been  taken  up  under  miners'  rights 
has  given  very  fair  results,  and  the  yield  of  alluvial  gold  at  the  pre- 
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Tascakia.  sent  time  in  this  district  is  very  far  in  advance  of  the  previous  year,  if 
indeed  it  does  not  exceed  anything  hitherto  realised  in  Tasmania.  It 
is  estimated  that  at  the  lowest  computation,  from  70  to  80  ounces 
per  week  are  being  obtained  by  the  alluvial  gold  miners  at  Reedy 
Marsh,  and  this  yield  seems  to  be  steadily  increasing.  It  is  impossible 
to  form  more  than  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  yield  of  gold,  and 
large  quantities  are  probably  obtained  and  sold  privately,  of  which  no 
note  can  be  taken.  One  can  only  judge  by  drawing  inferences  from 
those  few  cases  where  a  fair  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  results  of 
the  miners'  labour.  The  Reedy  Marsh  alluvial  gold  field  is  now  sup- 
porting a  population  of  some  300  strong,  and  these  are  receiving  daily 
accessions  to  their  numbers. 

"  In  quartz  mining  there  is  little  to  report,  only  one  company  (the 
Tower  Hill)  was  at  work  during  the  past  year,  and  that  only  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  with  the  results  stated  in  the 
Table.  This  company*s  batteir  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time 
pasty  at  a  standstill,  but  a  smiul  amount  of  work  is  now  being  done 
upon  the  claim  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that,  owing  either  to 
tne  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  quartz  not  being  equal  to  expecta- 
tions, the  hopes  excited  by  the  excellent  commencement  made  by  this 
company  have  been  so  greatly  cast  down  by  the  sudden  suspension  of 
operations  upon  the  claim.* 

The  general  appearance  of  the  reefs  in  this  district  is  such  as  to  afibrd 
fair  prospects  of  success  to  bona  fide  workers  upon  them.  ♦  *  • 
A  company  with  a  genuine  capital  of  some  twenty  thousand  pounds 
might,  in  competent  hands,  oe  reasonably  expected  to  give  fair 
returns  to  the  sliarcholders,  upon  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
gold-bearing  reefs  in  this  district ;  but  investors  must  not  expect  to 
receive  immediate  returns  for  their  outlay,  nor  to  procure  competent 
men,  nor  substantial  machinery,  at  a  nominal  outlay  of  capital  A  small 
battery  is  at  present  at  work  on  the  City  of  Hobart  claim.  ITie  pro- 
prietors of  this  claim  have  an  exceedingly  promising  property.  •  ♦  • 

In  the  course  of  next  summer  we  may  fairly  look  tor  some  tangible 
results  both  from  our  quartz  reefe  and  alluvial  mines,  and  I  trust  to 
be  able  to  furnish  you  with  more  particulars  in  my  next  report  than  in 
the  present  meagre  sketch  ;  the  materials  for  which,  poor  as  they  are, 
I  have  been  some  time  in  collecting,  owing  to  the  absence  of  all 
data  from  which  to  compile  a  full  report." 

IV. — Iktablishments  or  InstUuiions  maintained  or  assisted  hy 
Oovemment. 

Poet  Office.  The  returns  relating  to  the  Post  Office  in  1869  and  1870  exhibit 

the  following  particulars :  —  Revenue,  1870,  12,753i ;  1869, 
12,388Z.  11«.  Id.;  expenditure,  1870,  15,740Z.  3s.  Id.;  1869, 
13,598Z.  7^.  4d.  In  1870,  six  additional  Post  OflSoes  and  receiving- 
houses  were  established,  six  more  persons  were  employed,  and  the 
miles  of  post  roads  were  increased  by  70. 

♦  Since  this  report  was  furnished,  the  yield  from  this  company's  claim  has  been 
sacJi  us  to  restore  confidence  among  thoee  who  were  previously  discouraged  by  faiJaro 
of  isticcess  in  gold  mining. 
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The  number  of  letters  receired  and  despatched  in  those  years  at     Tasmania, 
the  offices  at  Hohart  Town  and  Iiaunceston  was : —  


Received. 

Dispatched. 

Y«rB. 

F&UL 

Ship. 

ftanked. 

TotaL 

Inland, 
paid. 

Ship,  paid. 

Pranked. 

Total. 
Inland.    Ship. 

1868 
1869 

200,108 
222,701 

166,156 
178,764 

79,210 
85,289 

445,474 
486,754 

183,676 
207,135 

142,140  67,724|  3,380  396,920 
152,668.61,619  3,399|  424,821 

The  town  and  district  letters  were  as  follows : — 


Yean. 


1869 
1870 


Paid. 


73,555 
76,390 


Franked. 


26,477 
34,145 


Total. 


100,032 
110,535 


The  newspapers  were : — 


Years. 

Received. 

Dispatched. 

Inland. 

Ship. 

Total. 

Inland. 

Ship. 

TotaL 

1869  -        .        - 

1870  -        .   - 

142,859 
121,476 

194,179 
214,358 

337,038 
335,834 

678,288 
644,946 

193,531 
200,309 

871,819 
845,255 

On  letters  there  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  increase, 
amounting  on  the  whole  number  passing  both  ways  through  the 
offices  to  8 '45  per  cent. 

On  newspapers,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  a  decrease,  taking  them 
in  the  same  way  as  before,  at  the  rate  of  2  *  30  per  cent 

The  total  number  of  messages  sent  by  electric  telegraph  increased  Electric 
from  13,980  in  1869  to  20,536  in  1870— the  increase  being  at  telegraph. 
the  rate  of  46*89  per  cent.  This  result  was  doubtless  caused  by 
the  reduction  in  1869  of  the  rate  of  char^  for  messages  within  the 
Colony  from  28.  6d.  to  Is.  for  ten  words.  From  1st  May,  1869,  when 
the  reduction  first  took  place,  to  30th  April,  1870,  the  amount  received 
id  stated  to  have  been  781Z.  Ss.  9d. ;  but  between  the  same  dates  in 
the  next  year  it  increased  to  878/.  135.  lid. 

The  number  of  stations  was  increased  during  the  year  by  4,  and 
the  number  of  persons  employed  also  by  4. 

The  following  statement,  furnished  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Salmon  Salmon,  &c., 
(Commissioners,  shows  the  number  of  ova  and  young  fry  distributed  v}^^^*^**' 
from  the  breeding  ponds  during  the  past  year.  In  1869, 14,489  ova 
and  fry  of  the  sSmon  and  brown  trout  were  suppUed;  in  1870  the 
number  was  increased  to  23,390.  These  fish  have  now  been  intro- 
duced from  Tasmania  into  several  of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  and 
many  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  this  Colony  have  been  stocked  with 
them. 
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!tA8MAKu.     BfeTURN  showing  iho  Distribution  of  Ova  and  Fbt  from  ihe  Bbscddto 
PoNDB,  BiYKB  PuENTY,  during  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1870. 

Ova. 


900 


[  New  Zealand 

.      200 

Salmon  trout  I  Ballarat            « 

-     -      100 

[  Launcoston 

-      600 

Total  italnion  trout  ora  distributed 

•             m 

/  New  Zealand 

-  4,000 

Ballarat 

-      -  1,000 

Brown  trout    Gipps  Land 

-  2,000 

Launceston 

-      -  1,000 

Lak«  £oho 

-      660 

Total  brown  trout  ora  distributed        -    ^-  8 ,  550 

Fat. 


Salmon  trout 

Eiver  Derwent 
Biver  Huon      - 

.      450 
.     -      600 

Total  salmon  trout  fry  distributed 

• 

950 

''River  Lachlan 

.  1,400 

River  Plenty    - 

-     -  8,140 

River  Styx 

-  2,200 

Russell's  Falltf 

-     -  1,900 

Rivet  Defwent 

-  2,000 

Lakes  near  Bothwell    - 

-     -  1,000 

Brown  trout^ 

Clarendon  -            -            - 
Woolpaok         « 

-      200 
-     -      100 

Mountain  River      - 

-      300 

N.  W.  Bay       - 

-     -      200 

New  Town  Creek  - 

50 

Brown's  River            ^  - 

-     -      500 

Guy  Paut  Rivtilet  - 

-      600 

VOoalEiYet 

-     -      400 

Totd  brown  trout  fry  distributed  - 

- 

12,990 

Grand  total 

-      - 

fi3,890 

Penal  and  Ovfifig  to  neglect  of  doty  od  th«  part  of  the  gaoler  At  Lftuneestoti 

charitable  iQ  Qot  furnishing  the  returns  felating  to  the  establishmetitd  under  his 
establish-  Control)  those  of  the  penal  dnd  charitable  establishments  are  to  that 
"^      *  extent  incomplete ;  and  I  have  not  the  means  therefore  of  ascertaining 

the  total  cost  for  the  year. 

The  cost  per  head  per  amium  in  1870  was : — At  Port  Arthur-^ 
under  punishment,  36^  19s.j  Sdi ;  insane,  29/.  7s. ;  paupers  in 
hospital^  282.  Os.  6^< ;  not  in  hospital,  21/.  13s.  0^. ;  at  the  gaol 
for  males^  Hobart  Town,  21/.  ISs.  3d.i  at  the  gaol  for  females, 
Cascade —^ women,  12/.  10s.  Id.;  children,  8L  16s.  4^.;  at  the 
Cascade  Pauper  Establishment,  11/.  9s.  Id. ;  Casc^e  Rdbr- 
matory  for  Males,  11/.  16s.  10c/. ;  at  the  General  Hospital,  Hobart 
Town,  44/.   11«.  Id.;  at  the  hospital,  Launceston,  35/. ^3^.  4|i/.; 
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at  the  Hospital  for  Insane,  New  Norfolk,  26Z.  8a.  lOd.;  at  the  Tasmania. 
Queen's  Asylum,  16/.  da,  2^d,^  the  profit  arising  from  the  farm  not 
being  taken  into  account ;  and  at  the  Brickfields  Pauper  Establish- 
ment, 12/.  At  the  following  establishments,  which  were  assisted  by 
grants  from  the  Treasury,  but  not  under  Qoyernraent  control,  thd 
cost  per  head  was:  —  Industrial  School  for  Females,  15/.  158*  7^d*i 
Bagged  School,  19a.  9d. ;  the  Boys'  Home,  19/.  19a.  9d. 

The  Boards  of  Works  had  at  their  disposal  during  the  year  a  sum  Boards  of 
of  16,318/.    la.   6d.,   out  of  which  they  expended  5,664/.  6a.  3d.,  ^^'^«- 
leaving  a  balance  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  10,880/.  3a.  9d. 
The  expenditure  was  about  3,000/.  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Koad  Trusts  had  under  their  control  in  1870,  2,769^  miles  Road  Trusts. 
of  road.     The  rates  on  private  property  ranged  from  Sd.  to  la.  in  the 
pound.     The  aggregate  receipts  amounted  to  22,458/.  16*.  lOd.,  and 
the  expenditure  to  18,179/.  12a.  5d.    The  receipts  of  the  Bridge 
Trusts  were  2,224/.  13a.  3d. ;  the  expenditlire  was  1,941/.  15a.  lid. 

The  municipalities  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston  show  a  total  Munici- 
of  receipts   of  34,505/.  3a.   8d.;   of  expenditure   of  32,593/.   7a.  I^^*^®«- 
The  rates  in  Hobart  Town  were  3a.  IJd.  in  the  pound,  and  at 
Launceston  3a.  3d. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  rural  municipalities  were  21,642/.  2a.  S^d, ; 
the  expenditure,  20,842/.  10a«  lOfd. ;  the  number  of  miles  of  road 
under  their  control  being  316.  These  totals,  however,  are  Hot  oom« 
plete,  no  return  having  been  received  from  Bcnrell. 

To  the  present  volume  a  return  of  the  annual  rateable  value  of  Valuation  of 
property  throughout  the  Colony,  as  shown  by  the  Valuation  Rolls,  P^P^'^y- 
has  been  added.     The  total  amount  IeI  669,615/.  16a. 

V. — Crovm  Lands^  Agriculture^  and  Live  Stock. 

The  extent  of  land  rented  from  the  Crown  in  1870  is  stated  to  Crown  lands. 
have  been  1,350,211  acres,  against  1,441,413  in  1869 :  the  amount 
received  for  rents  is  returned  as  7,210/.  17a.  2d.  in  1870, 7,307/.  19a.  2d* 
in  1869.     There  was  therefore  a  decrease  in  the  acreage  of  91,202 ) 
in  the  rental,  of  97/.  2a. 

The  number  of  lots  of  Crown  land  sold  in  1870  was  382 ;  in  1869, 
805.  The  acreage  in  1870  was  23,759a.  Or,  15^?. ;  in  1869, 
19,474a.  2r.  8p.  The  amount  realized  in  1870  was  26,831/.  15a.  7d. ; 
in  1869,  21,921/.  6a.  4d.  The  average  price  per  acfe  in  1870  was, 
for  country  lots,  1/.  la.  8Jd. ;  for  town  lots,  3/.  8a.  5d. ;  in  1869,  for 
ootmtry  lots,  1/.  la.  9d. ;  for  town  lots,  8/.  i^a.  Id. 

The  return  relating  to  auriferous  lands  shows  that  in  1870  there 
iNrere  applied  for — miners'  rights,  1,624 ;  mining  leases,  161 ;  pro- 
Bpecting  lease,  1.  In  1869  the  numbersi  were — miners'  rights,  1,162  j 
mitring  leases,  118;  prospecting  claiftis,  16*  In  spite,  therefore,  of 
the  reaction  arising  nrom  unhealtliy  speculation  in  gold  mining,  this 
industry  was  making  progress ;  and  the  present  favourable  results 
of  the  operations  at  the  Tower  Hill  and  City  of  Hobart  Mines  will 
ffive  inceased  confidence  to  investors,  and  have  a  powerful  influence 
in  promoting  the  development  of  our  gold'^fields. 

The  agricultural   and   live   stock   returns    for  the  year   ended  Agriculture. 
Slst  Match  last,  were  completed  and  published  in  the  '  Gazette'  on 
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Tasxaku.  July  11,  15  days  earlier  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  returns 
from  Hamilton  were  not  received  complete  until  June  27  ;  those  from 
Sorell,  in  consequence  of  the  confusion  existing  there  in  regard  to 
municipal  aflPairs,  and  the  entire  change  of  offidals,  not  until  July  8. 
In  two  days  afterwards  the  returns  were  completed,  carefully  checked, 
and  forwarded  to  the  Government  Printing  Office  for  publication. 
Acreage.  The  total  acreage  of  land  in  cultivation  in  1870  was  330,257, 

against  318,484  in  the  previous  year — ^being  an  increase  of  3-70 
percent 

The  number  of  acres  occupied  by  the  prindpal  crops  in  the  last 
five  years  was — 


Cropt. 

1866. 

1867-8. 

1868-9. 

1869-70. 

1870-1. 

Wheat-        .        -        - 
Barloy      -        - 
Oats     ...        - 
Pease 

Potatoes 

Hay 

Hope    -        -        .        . 

71,348 
4,596 

34,358 
3,655 

10,520 

33,762 
143 

64,020 
6,860 

27,574 
4,558 

10,766 

33,064 
233 

62,186 
7,954 

24,199 
3,627 
7,977 

83,275 
476 

62,379 
9,030 

30,061 
3,841 
9,290 

34,862 
561 

57,382 
7,617 

30,946 
4,538 
9,823 

33,612 
642 

The  only  crops  which  show  any  improvement  are  barley,  peas,  and 
hop&  As  regards  potatoes,  although  a  wider  area  was  under  crop 
in  1870-1  than  in  1869-70,  yet  it  was  under  that  in  1866.  The 
increase  in  hops  is  about  450  per  cent  But  the  present  low  prices, 
and  the  protective  duty  which  has  just  been  put  on  this  and  other 
articles  in  Victoria,  will  probably  prevent  any  further  increase  untU 
some  counteracting  cause  shall  have  come  into  operation. 

In  all  the  root  crops,  except  mangel-wurzel,  tnere  was  a  decrease. 
In  mangel-wurzel  there  was  an  increase  of  117  acres. 

The  acreage  in  beans  and  tares  forms  but  a  very  minute  pro- 
portion of  the  whole ;  but  small  as  it  was,  there  was  an  increase  last 
year  of  183  acres,  or  31  •  17  per  cent  On  that  in  tobacco  there  was 
a  decrease  of  98,  or  44  *  14  per  cent  Green  forage  shows  an  increase 
of  503  acres,  or  31*54  per  cent;  permanent  artificial  grasses,  an 
increase  of  2,954,  or  3*y2  per  cent;  bare  fallows,  an  increase  of 
4,069,  or  18*45  per  cent ;  all  other  land  in  a  state  of  cultivation,  an 
increase  of  8,960  acres,  or  16*12  per  cent ;  new  land  broken  up,  an 
increase  of  419,  or  7*70  per  cent;  under  rotation  of  crops,  an 
increase  of  14,472  acres,  or  58*61  per  cent  If  the  last  term  has 
been  rightly  understood  in  furnishing  the  information  to  the  col- 
lectors, the  result  is  very  satisfactory,  and  must  be  regarded  as  an 
earnest  of  the  institution  of  a  better  system  of  cultivation.  Seeing  a 
large  increase  under  this  head  in  the  rort  Sorell  district,  I  examined 
the  nominal  return,  and  found  the  total  made  up  of  a  very  large 
number  of  small,  or  comparatively  small,  holdings ;  so  that  I  have  no 
reason  to  question  its  correctness.  At  Sorell  in  1870-1, 5,498  acres 
were  returned  under  this  head ;  in  the  previous  year,  none. 

The  number  of  acres  of  wheat  reaped  by  machine  in  the  past  year 
was  11,993;  in  the  previous  year  only  3,685.  In  1869-70  the 
acreage  reaped  by  machine  was  only  5*92  [per  cent  of  the  whole 
acreage  under  wheat,  94*08  per  cent  having  oeen  reaped  by  hand; 
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in  1870-1  it  amounted  to  20*90  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  the  acreap^e     Tasmanu. 
reaped  by  hand  being  only  79*10  per  cent     It  would  appear,  there-         "~~ 
fore,  that  the  farmers  are  becoming  aware  of  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing machinery  in  agricultural  operations ;  and  this  is  an  important 
step  gained. 

As  the  gross  produce  is  dependent  upon  the  acreage  and  average  Average 
yield,  it  is  not  necessary  to  burden  this  report  with  any  remarks  upon  P^^^co. 
it.  I  shall  therefore  pass  on  to  compare  the  average  of  the  principal 
crops  in  the  last  four  years.  I  am  not  able  to  carry  it  back  five  years, 
because  previously  to  1867-8 — the  first  year  in  which  the  retiu'ns 
were  compiled  by  me — the  average  was  not  calculated,  and  it. would 
be  a  work  of  too  much  time  and  labour  to  do  so  now.  Hops  are 
omitted,  because  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  period,  being  almost  con- 
fined to  one  district,  unless  the  age  of  the  plants  were  also  given,  any 
general  average  would,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  be  very  deceptive. 


Cropa 

1867-8. 

1868-9. 

1869-70. 

1870-1. 

Wheat,  bushels 
TVirley,  ditto       -        - 
Oats,  ditto      -        -        .        . 
Pease,  ditto         •       .       .   . 
Potatoes,  tons         -       .        • 
Hay,  ditto 

13-98 
24-40 
22-94 
18-64 
3-49 
1-03 

14-13 
15-79 
19-75 
13-13 
3-43 
0-85 

15-35 
22-49 
22-19 
19-21 
3-54 
1-29 

15-92 
22-44 
22-79 
18-04 
3-41 
1-31 

The  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  as  returned  by  the  collectors,  Prices. 
do  not  seem  to  present  many  variations  of  any  importance  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  previous  year.  Barley  was  generally  cheaper, 
as  well  as  apples  and  pears.  But  the  m-eat^st  decline  was  in  Ihe 
price  of  hops,  which  at  New  Norfolk  fell  from  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence per  pound  to  ninepence,  or  50  per  cent.  At  Glenorchy,  in 
1871,  tney  were  returned  at  one  shilling  per  pound;  in  1870,  at  one 
shilling  and  eightpence.  This  fall  in  the  price  of  one  of  our  prin- 
cipal productions  has  caused  serious  loss  to  an  important  class  of 
agriculturists. 

In  the  return  of  machinery  used  for  agricultural  purposes  we  Agricultural 
observe  some  increases,  namely,  clod  crushers,  12;  cultivators,  19;  n»chin®8- 
horse  hoes,  grubbers,  and  scarifiers,  106 ;  irrigation  works,  13 ;  lift 
and  force  pumps,  6 ;  ploughs  (sub-soil),  20 ;  reaping  and  mowing 
machines,  combined,  18 ;  seed  drills,  12 ;  threshing  machines  (horse), 
4 ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  decreases  in  the  following : — 
steam-engines,  4;  chaff  cutters,  10;  corn  crushers,  2;  hay  rakes 
(horse),  4 ;  mowing  machines,  21 ;  reaping  machines,  6 ;  sowing 
machines,  2 ;  threshing  machines  (steam),  4. 

In  comparing  the  number  of  live  stock  in  the  past  and  previous  I^ive  stock, 
yearsj  we  observe  an  increase  of  96  horses,  6,362  homed  cattle, 
19  goats,  2  mules,  and  1  ass.  In  sheep  there  was  a  decrease  of 
181,412  on  the  number  returned  in  the  earlier  year.  A  comparison 
of  the  returns  furnished  to  me,  with  those  obtained  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  sheep,  shows  that  in  that  year,  in  some  instances,  sheep 
belonging  to  the  same  owner  were  included  in  more  than  one  district, 
and  this  being  corrected  in  1870-1,  would  account  for  some  of  the 
difference ;  but  the  immense  numbers  of  rabbits  which  prevail  in  some 
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Tasm AKiA.     parts  of  the  Colony,  and  are  now  causing  such  alarm  among  die 
flockowners,  mufit  bave  had  a  much  greater  share  in  the  reduction. 

The  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  imported  and  slaughtered  in  the 
last  quinquennium^  as  given  bj  the  Inspectors  of  Stodi  at  Hobart 
Town  and  Launceston,  was : — 


Live  stock 
«lauglitered. 


Collectors' 
lioports. 


Yew. 


Sheep. 


Imported.      '    Slaughtered. 


1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


15,010 
35,595 
44,732 
24,856 
17,515 


74,4S7 
69,673 
76,512 
86,886 
89,585 


Honed  Cattle. 


Imported.        SUngbtered. 


1,868 
1,935 
2,427 
1,657 
1,653 


6,865 
7,001 
6,304 
7,833 
7,196 


If  from  the  number  slaughtered  we  deduct  the  imported  stock,  wc 
shall  arrive  pretty  nearly  at  the  number  of  home-raised  stodc  killed 
for  the  consumption  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston.  These, 
accordingly,  were : — 


Teart. 


1866 

1867 
18G8 
1869 
1870 


cbeep. 


69,477 
84,078 
31,780 
62,030 
72,070 


CaUle. 


5,002 
5,066 
3,877 
6,176 
5,543 


The  consumption  in  the  two  last  years  has  enormously  increased, 
if  the  returns  furnished  to  me  be  correct 

The  Report  of  the  Collectors  of  Agricultural  Statistics  do  not  s^ve 
much  indication  of  improvement  during  the  past  year.  Clearing, 
fencing,  &c^  are  stated  to  be  proceeding  briskly  in  (Mould's  New 
Country,  and  some  attention  is  there  given  to  the  growth  of  hops. 
The  latter  is  also  said  to  be  the  case  at  Hamilton.  At  Longford  the 
Collector  considers  that  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  interests  are 
"  in  a  healthy  state."    At  New  Norfolk  60^  acres  of  land  were 

!lanted  with  hops  in  the  year,  and  three  new  kilns  were  erected, 
'he  Collector  at  Port  Sorell  has  furnished  an  exceedingly  good 
Report,  and  I  would  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  general 
class  of  farmers  in  this  Colony.  "  A  little  better  system  of  farming 
"  prevails  here,"  he  says,  *'  if  any  system  save  a  very  bad  one  can  be 
**  said  to  exist  in  any  part  of  the  district."  It  appears  from  his 
remarks  that  the  farmers  are  not  unwilling  to  learn,  if  they  had  any 
one  to  show  them  practically  how  to  adopt  a  better  system.  It  k 
much  to  be  deplored  that  there  are  no  means  of  doing  so,  or  of  dis- 
seminating amonff  them  information  to  this  end.  Thi  Agricultural 
Associations  might,  if  they  felt  inclined^  do  very  much  more  to 
benefit  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  in  this  way  than  they  now  da  At 
Richmond  I  am  glad  to  observe  "  a  steady  inclination  to  extend  the 
"  use  of  machinery  as  evidenced  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
"  reaping  and  threshing  machines,  &c."  At  Westbury  the  GoUedor 
states  that  in  a  great  many  instances  the  grain  perilled  from  the  wet 
*^  There  are  a  great  number  of  tenants,"  he  observes,  ^*  in  this  dis- 
'<  trict  not  in  a  position  to  expend  money  in  draining  their  lands. 
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"  Those  who  are  adopting  that  very  excellent  system  feel  the  very     TAamnA. 
"  great  advantage  it  is  to  their  lands,  whether  in  crop  or  otherwise, 

VI — Law^  Crime^  &e. 

Tlie  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in  1870  was  138 ;  in  CommittalB. 
1869,  155 ;  being  a  decrease  of  10  •  97  per  cent 

The  number  of  persons  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts  in  the  last  Triftlsm 
two  years  was :—  CJourts?' 


Fekmiet. 

Misda- 
tnetnoon. 

TotaL 

ClaBsed  M  Offences 

Yein. 

Asadnstthe 
Person. 

Against 
Property. 

1869       .... 
1870 

81 

78 

31 
82 

112 
110 

47 
45 

65 
65 

The  comparison  is  therefore  in  favour  of  the  latter  year. 

One  execution  took  place  in  1870,  as  in  1869. 

The  number  of  offenders  summarily  dealt  with  by  magistrates  or  ExecutionB. 
committed  for  trial  in  1870  shows  a  favourable  comparison  with  thdt  Magisterial 
in  the  previous  year ;  the  decrease  being  at  the  rate  of  7 '97  pet  cent.  j«ri«iic*wn« 


Years. 


1869 
1870* 


Nomber  of  Otfenders. 


Apprehended,    ^j^^ 


4,447 
4,035 


2,859 
2,689 


total. 


7,308 
6,724 


*  OfTenoes  at  Sorell  not  returned.    In  1869  there  were  there  apprehended  93,  and  102  persons  qtpearsd 
on  summons. 

•  The  amount  of  litigation  in  the  Supreme  Court  under  "  The  Small  Litigation. 
Debts  Act,"  in  1869  and  1870,  was  as  follows: — Summonses  issued^ 
1870,  50;  1869,  58:  cases  tried,  1870,  32;  1869,  27:  amount  of 
claims  sued  for,  1870,  503/.  4».  H.;  1869,  488/.  17a.:  amotint 
of  verdicts  obtained,  1870,  415/.  15».  lOrf. ;  1869,  410/.  Os.  Ad. ! 
warrants  and  subpoenas  issued,  1870,  18;  1869,  26. 

In  its  ordinary  civil  jurisdiction  the  Supreme  Court  tried  18  cases 
in  1870,  against  28  in  1869 :  and  issued  writs  of  summonses  in 
1870,  366;  in  1869,  356. 

In  the  Inferior  Courts  of  Bequests  the  litigation  in  the  two  years 
was: — ' 


Totnl  Xamber  of 

Total  Amount  of 

Writs  of 

Yeare. 

'"ruT*h^  tried. 

Claims  sued  for. 

Venlicts  obtained. 

FI.  Fa. 
issued. 

J860  - 

1870       -        -   - 

2,370 
2,518 

1,261 

1,389 

£          t,       d, 
13,797  10    8} 
13,718  19    8} 

£        t.      d. 
6,881  15    0 
6,616  16  11 

865 
428 

Probates  and  Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  by  the  Piobatef,Ac. 
Supreme  Court  in  1870  to  the  number  of  87,  representing  a  sum  of 
207,596i ;  the  number  in  1869  being  84,  the  amount  83,957/. 

K  2 
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The  insolvencies  in  the  two  years  were  as  follows: — 


Tetra. 


1869 
1870 


Number 
decUred 
Insolveni 


75 
80 


Amoont  of  tcfaedoled 


Asaeti. 


£  «.     d. 

22,166    6    6 
45,689    6    5 


£  f.  d. 
159,572  6  2 
132,561  8  1 


Mortgagofl. 

Lands'  Titles 
Office, 


Grant  deeds. 


Inquests. 


The  number  of  mortgages  registerei  was — in  1870, 234 ;  in  1869, 
269;  the  amount  in  1870, 139,138/.  5«.;  in  1869, 145,69 W.  3s.  7(i. 

Under  the  Real  Property  Act  584  transactions  are  recorded  as 
having;  taken  place  in  1870,  the  value  of  property  in  question  being 
135,466 ;  the  area,  90,509a.  3b.  4p.  In  1869  the  number  of  trans- 
actions was  506;  the  value  of  property,  120,794/.;  the  area 
63,375a.  1b.  27p. 

The  number  of  grant  deeds  enrolled  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 
1870  was  396,  against  419  in  1869,  being  a  decrease  of  5  '49  pw  cent 

Inquests  were  held  in  1870  on  the  bodies  of  152  persons,  against 
158  in  1869, 

VII. — Edueation,  BeHgum,  &e. 

Pnbliosohools.  From  the  returns  contained  in  this  volume,  and  from  a  return 
prepared  by  the  Board  of  Education,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded 
to  me  by  direction  of  the  Chairman,  I  am  enabled  to  supply  the 
information  which  follows. 

The  number  of  schools  under  the  Board  of  Education  was  128; 
the  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  9,997 ;  in  average  d^y  attend- 
ance, 5,241.  The  cost  of  the  public  schools  was — 16,588/.  lis.  3cl., 
12,211/.  Is.  Id.  of  which  was  borne  by  the  State,  and  4,377/.  10s.  2i 
by  the  parents.  The  particulars  extracted  in  the  following  Table 
may  be  useful  and  interesting  beyond  this  Colony. 


Peromtageof 

.«                           GortperScbolar 

Coloiilet. 

Children  to  Popo. 

UUOQ. 

OfnamberoiiRolIa. 

Of  number  In  average  dallj 
attendanoe. 

.GostperhMlorrbiiiH 

.J 

To  the 
State. 

To  the 
Pftrenta. 

Total. 

To  the 
SUte. 

To  the 
Farenta. 

TotaL 

Tottie 
SUte. 

To  the      ,i 
Ptemta.    ^\ 

TannanU- 
New  South  Wales 
Queeimliiml 
Kouth  Australia 
VIctorU    - 

10«0« 
17'06 
14*76 
8-34 
18-96 

607 
7-65 
7-03 
6-61 
8*44 

£  «.   d. !  £  «.   d. 
14    6     0    8    9 
1     4     3i'  0    9    6i 
1  10    7|j       — 
1    4    6i   0  17    Of 
1    4  Hi   0  16    61 

£  «.  d. 

1  13  a 

1  13    9 

1  10    7| 

2  1     6 
2    0    6* 

£  «.   d. 
3    8    6 

2  13  HI 

3  4    6 

1  10  loi 

2  10    If 

£  «.   d. 

0  17    4i 

1  1    3i 

1  11    2i 

£  a.   d. 
3    6    9f 
3  16    3f 

3  4    5 
2  12    6 

4  14 

£  «.    d. 

0   a   H 

0   a  oi 

0     4    2f 

£  M,  d-  i 

s  0  m  0 
••  i  '*  J 

•  1  5  « 
9   a    7i  0 

The  expenditure  by  the  Council  of  Education  in  1870  amounted 
to  1,055/.  9s.  9(/.,  including  800/.  on  account  of  four  Tasmanian 
scholarships.  The  expenditure  on  account  of  school  exhibitions 
awarded  by  the  Council  and  Board  of  Education  respectively  was 
670/.  15s.  1(2.  The  number  of  such  exhibitions  held  ip  I87O  was  29, 
eight  of  whiph  w^re  awarded  in  that  year.^ 
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The  return  relating  to  Friendly  Societies  shows  that  15  societies     Tabhavia. 
complied  with  the  reouirements  of  the  Act  hy  renderingtheir  accounts  priendly 
to  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace — two  less  than  m  1869.    The  aggregate  Societies, 
receipts  of  these  societies  during  the  past  year  amounted  to  3,326/.7s.  6d., 
the  expenditure  to  3,783Z.  lOs.  Id.,  the  invested  capital  to  8,798Z.  17«.  7cZ., 
and  the  number  of  members  to  1,565. 

There  was  a  decrease  on  the  receipts  and  capital,  but  an  increase 
on  the  expenditure  and  on  the  number  of  members. 

Vm.—rU<d  Statistics. 

In  1870  there  were  registered  the  births  of  1,615  male,  and  1,439  Births. 
female  children,  a  total  of  3,054,  Veing  195  more  than  in  1869. 

The  birth  rate  in  1870  was  30*31  per  1,000  of  the  population  at 
the  end  of  the  year.     For  the  last  five  years  the  birth  rate  was — 

In  1866    ....  28-81  per  1000. 

„  1867         •  .  -     -  80-18        „ 

„  1868   -  -  .  -  29-69        „ 

„  1869  -  -  -     -  28-78        „ 

„  1870  ....  80-81        „ 

It  was  therefore  higher  in  1870  than  in  any  of  the  other  years. 
The  proportion  of  male  to  female  children  whose  births  were 
re^stered,  in  the  last  five  years,  was — 

In  1866  .           -           -     -  104-12  to  100. 

„  1867  .           -           -           -  102-66      „               ♦ 

„  1868  -           -            -     -  104-51      „ 

„  1869  ....  102-19      „ 

„  1870  .           -           -     -  112-23      „ 

The  excess  of  males  in  1870  is  very  remarkable,  and  quite  unusual.  Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1870  was  1,404,  of  whom  873 
were  males,  and  531  were  females.  Beside  these,  4  convicts  under 
sentence  died  at  Port  Arthur,  and  one  criminal  (free  by  servitude) 
was  excuted,  whose  deaths  were  not  registered,  making  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  in  the  year  1409,  against  1,442  in  1869.  The 
ratio  of  deaths  to  total  population  was  therefore  13  *  98  per  1,000. 

The  rate  of  mortality  for  the  last  five  years  is  shown  below : — 


Tears. 


Ratio  per  1000  of 
liying  Population. 


1866-  .             -             -  13-72 

1867  .            -            -      .  14-36 

1868-  -            -            -  16-61 

1869  .            -            .      -  18-51 

1870-  -            -            -  13-98 

The  deaths  of  males  and  females  in  proportion  to  the  total  number 
of  each  sex  living  at  the  end  of  the  year  were,^per  1,000, — males, 
16*33;  females,  11-23.  For  every  100  deaths  of  females  there 
were,  therefore,  145*45  deaths  of  males. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  ratios  of  deaths  in  1870  at  each  age 
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TAoumA.    to  1,000  persons  of  eaoh  sok  of  the  same  age  living  at  the  date  of  the 
last  Census/  7th  February,  1870 :- 


Mdii. 

Fenukfl. 

A««. 

DMtht. 

Proportion  per 
lObOofMalfsat 

No.  of 
Defttba. 

Pn^ioTtjofi  per 

at  eacfaagi 
Orfng. 

AUages 

873 

16-33 

531 

11-23 

Under    1  yeor 

174 
t9 

117-26 

124 

88-38 

„       2  years    -        -        .        - 

19-86 

21 

15-82 

f>       5     „           .... 

82 

7-26 

33 

7-52 

,1     10    „      .      -      .      . 

22 

2-96 

?! 

8  31 

.,      15     „           .... 

^ 

2-96 

2tl 

M      20     „        -        -        -        - 

8-96 

11 

2-4S 

T,          SO          „                      .... 

40 

7  06 

36 

5-48 

„      40     „       - 

40 

7-69 

41 

7-47 

?»      50     ,,             -        -         -    - 

03 

10-03 

58 

13-67 

„     00     „      ...       - 

118 

22-31 

59 

21-79 

»      70      „            .... 

i:i3 

41-24 

52 

41-28 

»      ^0      „        -        -        - 

127 

100-63 

47 

95  14 

»      90      „            .... 

49 

208-51 

10 

126-58 

Above  90     „       .        .        .        . 

11 

805-55 

— 

— 

Ages  not  specified    -        -        -    - 

2 

— — 

1 

— 

The  deaths  of  males  almost  uniformly  exceeded  those  of  females, 
the  exceptions  being  at  the  ages  of  2  to  5,  5  to  10,  40  to  50,  and  60 
to  70.  In  the  case  of  children  under  one  year,  and  in  that  of  persons 
between  80  and  90,  the  excess  was  very  marked.  Between  2  and  10 
ycftirs  the  chances  of  life  were  slightly  in  favour  of  the  boys,  and 
again  between  40  and  50,  and  between  60  and  70,  the  males  have 
the  advantage  At  the  last  named  period  of  life  the  rates  seem  to 
have  been  practically  eaual.  Between  40  and  50  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous epoch  of  a  woman  s  life ;  and  the  rate  of  mortality  at  that  age 
roiifht  therefore  naturally  be  expected  to  be  in  favour  of  the  other  sex. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  of  males  and  females  at  each  age  to  100 
deaths  of  males  and  females  respectively,  of  all  ages,  was — 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

1 

AUages    -        -        .        - 

100-00 

10000 

Under    1  year       -        -    - 

19-93 

23-35 

„       2  years- 

2-86 

3-96 

f»       5     „         -        -    - 

8-67 

6-21 

„     10     „    -       .       - 

2-52 

4-33 

„      15     „         -        -    - 

2-29 

2-83 

»      20      „    - 

1-95 

2-07 

»     30      „ 

4-58 

6-78 

,1      40      „     -        .        - 

4-58 

7-72 

«      50      „ 

7*21 

10-93 

„      60      „    .        .        - 

13-52 

1111 

„      70      „         -        -    - 

15-24 

9-79 

«      80      „     .        -        . 

14-55 

8-85 

M      90      „ 

5-61 

1-88 

Above  90     „    .        -        . 

1-26 



Not  specified          -        •   - 

0-23 

0-19 

*  This  is  the  nearest  obtainable  approumation  to  the  true  numbers.  The  erron 
-will  probably  not  be  greater  than  if  the  population  had  been  obtained  by  calculatioo 
from  the  estimated  number  on  3l8t  December. 
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The  deaths  are  dassified  according  to  diseases  as  follows : —  Tasmakia. 


Percentage  of  toUl  Deaths  of 
each  sex. 

MalM. 

Fenudes. 

Malea. 

Females. 

L  Zymotic  diBeases    ... 
n.  Constitational  diseases        -   - 

III.  Local  diseases         ... 

IV.  Developmental  diseases       -   - 
V.  Violence         .... 

Unqtecified  causes     -       ... 

Ill 

95 

416 

155 

80 

16 

96 
91 
217 
95 
22 
10 

12-71 
10-88 
47-65 
17-76 
9-17 
1-83 

18-08 
17-14 
40-87 
17-89 
4-14 
1-88 

All  causes 

873 

531 

100-00 

100-00 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  March  quarter, 
when  it  was  381 ;  the  least  in  the  December  quarter,  when  it  was 
280.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  law  prevailing  in  this 
Colony. 

The  meteorological  features  of  the  past  year  may  be  thus  sum-  Meteorology. 
marized : — Barometer  at  temperature  of  32^,  and  at  mean  sea  level 
29*914,  being  '039  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  and  -107  in 
excess  of  the  25  years*  average;  mean  temperature,  55 '96,  being 
•14  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  1*51  above  25  years 
average;  mean  diurnal  range,  18*52,  beinff  '64  higher  than  the 
previous  year,  which  exceeded  the  mean  of  the  25  years  by  '02; 
mean  solar  intensity,  92*57,  which  was  below  the  usual  standard; 
mean  terrestrial  radiation,  42*45,  also  below;  humidity  of  air,  '71, 
also  below;  elastic  force  of  vapour,  -817,  below  1869,  but  slightly 
above  the  25  years;  total  rainfall,  27*53  inches,  being  3*66  above 
1869,  and  4*88  above  the  25  years ;  number  of  days  on  which  rain 
fell,  130,  the  same  as  in  1869,  but  15  below  the  average  of  25  years ; 
ozone,  6*52,  beinff  '68  below  1869,  and  '66  below  the  25  years; 
wind,  prevailing  direction,  N.W.,  and  total  force  during  the  year, 
704 'lo  lbs.  per  square  inch,  being  182*47  lbs.  more  than  in  1869. 
The  monthly  mean  of  the  wind-force  was  15*20  above  that  of  1869, 
but  4*31  below  the  25  years'  average. 

The  number  of  cases  of  disease  treated  in  the  hospitals  (not  in-  Diseases,  Ac, 
eluding  the  insane)  and  in  the  Queen's  Asylum  for  Destitute  Children,  ^J^^^^J^J** 
during  the  past  year,  was  1,505,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  180,  bemg 
in  the  ratio  of  11*96  per  cent  At  the  Queen's  Asylum  there  was 
one  death.  At  the  Cascade  Pauper  Establishment  the  deaths  of 
males  were  22 ;  females,  19 :  the  rate  of  mortality,  calculated  on  the 
average  number  of  each  sex  during  the  year  was  therefore,  for  males, 
13*83  per  100 ;  for  females,  16*10  per  100.  For  the  whole  popu- 
lation the  rate  of  mortality  between  60  and  70  (the  average  age  of 
these  paupers  being  67)  was  for  males  15*24,  and  for  females,  9*79 
per  cent. 

At  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  there  were  180  cases  of  sickness 
treated,  and  21  deaths,  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  oases  being  11*66 
per  cent. 

In  1870  there  ware  performed  670  marriages,  being  an  increase  Maniages. 
of  19  on  those  of  the  preceding  year.    The  marriage  rate  per  1,000 
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Tasmakuu     of  population  in    1870  was  6-65.     For  the  last    five  years  it 
was: — 

y  Bate  per  1000  of 


1866 
1867  . 
1868 
1869  - 
1870 


Population. 

5*86 
606 
6-49 
6-66 
6-66 


The  ratio  in  1870  thus  appears  to  have  been  the  highest  in  the 
five  years. 
Yaocinatioiui.        Not  a  Single  vaccination  was  performed  in  any  public  institution 
during  the  past  year,  the  medical  officers  having;  in  every  case, 
fumi^ed  '^  Nil"  returns. 


Politioal 
fraucUiae. 


CoQclaiioii.^ 


IX. — Miscellaneous. 

The  only  returns  under  this  head  which  require  any  remark  are 
those  relating  to  Parliamentary  Representation.  In  order  to  carry 
out  the  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  two  Houses,  the  Electoral 
Act  34  Vict.,  No.  12,  directs  that  no  Court  of  Revision  shall  be  held 
*^  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  Electoral  Rolls  and  Polling  Lists  to 
"  come  into  force  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  1871,'  and  the 
number  of  electors  on  the  rolls  was  therefore  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  Colony  which  we  gain  from 
the  foregoing  &cts  and  from  the  returns  themselves,  in  as  far  as  its 
material  interests  are  concerned,  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  trade  with  other  countries  was  still  declining,  and  under  the 
operation  of  the  system  of  protective  duties*  in  whidi  our  neighbours 
fondly,  but  foolishly,  put  their  trust,  may  be  expected  to  be  still 
further  limited ;  and  the  business  of  the  banks  was  following  in  the 
same  track.  The  low  prices  of  wool  and  hops  were  the  cause  of 
great  depression  among  the  growers,  and  must  have  seriously  afiected 
all  other  interests.  The  improvement  which  is  now  established  in 
the  price  of  wool,  and  the  defective  yield  of  hops  in  England,  will 
doubtless  bring  about  a  partial  reaction  in  the  present  year.  The 
prospect  of  the  speedy  commencement  of  the  main  line  of  railway 
will  lend  an  impetus  to  trade ;  and  the  development  of  the  gold- 
fields  at  Mangana,  Black  Boy,  and  on  the  North  Coast,  which,  if 
somewhat  slowly,  is  nevertheless  surely,  proceeding,  warrant  us  in 
believing  that  the  worst  period  of  depression  is  already  passing  away. 
If  there  were  any  probability  of  a  Customs  Union  being  soon  estab- 
lished, we  should  be  justified  in  indulging  more  sanguine  hopes ; 
but  as  long  as  the  present  unnatural  retaliatoryt  system  continues. 


*  "Protection  bas  been  clearly  shown  to  mean — a  thieying from  one  man  to  giTe 
another  the  half,  and  waste  the  other  half  on  the  way.'* — 'Iiecturea  on  Political 
Economy,'  by  F.  W.  Newman,  p.  26. 

t  •*  The  plea  of  reciprocation  was  the  last  faUacy  by  which  it  was  sought  to  forbid 
Free  Trade,  and  the  meaning  of  it  was,  to  keep  np  the  system  of  prohibitions  after  it 
was  condemned  b^  teaching  each  State  that  no  one  must  abolish  it,  for  fear  otherB 
should  not  follow  its  example." — Ibid ,  p.  194. 
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ic   must    act  as    a    serious    hindrance  to  the    prosperity  of   the     Tasmanu. 
Colony. 

I  have,  &Ci, 
(Signed)        E.  0.  Nowell, 
The  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary,  Government  Statistician. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 


No.  17. 

(No  Report  received ;   but  a  Statistical  View  of  its  progress  is 
annexed.) 
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WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 


No.  18. 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Wbld  to 

The  ElBL  OF  ElMBSRLSY, 

(No.  69.) 
My  Lobd,  Government  House,  Perth,  May  22,  1871. 

I  HAYS  the  bopour  to  traoemit  herewith  the  Blue  Book  for 
the  year  1870.  The  cause  of  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  its  tna#* 
mission  is  explained  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Report^  which  I  also 
enclose,  and  in  my  reply  to  your  Lordship's  Cutsular  Despatch  of 
7th  March,  1871. 

The  Colonial  Secretary's  Report  is  so  full  that  further  comment 
seems  almost  superfluous  on  my  part,  especially  as  I  have  discussed 
the  subjects  alluded  to  in  his  report  with  mm  so  frequently  that  I  have 

little  to  add  and  less  to  dissent  from. 

«  «  «  «  « 

The  remarks  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  financial  state  of 
the  Colony  are  just,  and  I  concur  in  them,  but  I  have  hopes  of  an 
improvement,  though  not  of  a  very  immediate  one.  Early  rains  are 
now  falling,  commercial  prospects  are  brighter  in  Europe,  and  stocks 
in  merchants'  hands  here  must  be  getting  low,  so  that  there  is  reason 
to  hope  for  an  increase  of  the  revenue,  especially  if  the  timber 
companies'  operations  extend,  or  should  gold  be  found  in  payable 

Juantities.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reductions  I  have  naade  in 
mperial  expenditiu'e  increase  colonial  burthens  and  lessen  the  supply 
of  ready  money.  I  would  also  note  in  r^ard  to  the  expenditure  on 
public  works,  that  soon  after  my  arrival  it  became  necessary  for  me 
to  recover,  as  far  as  possible,  the  advance  made  by  my  (acting)  pre- 
decessor to  distressed  agriculturists  for  seed  wheat,  by  allowing  them 
to  work  out  their  debts  on  public  works.  By  this  means  the  sandhills 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  town  of  Geraldton  have  been 
arrested  in  their  process  and  covered  in  great  measure  with  bush  at 
a  comparatively  small  further  outlay ;  the  operation  has  been  most 
successful,  and  of  vital  importance  to  both  the  town  and  port  of 
Champion  Bay  district  llie  stone  crushers  alluded  to  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  suit  our  hard  stone  admirably ;  one  is  now  at  work 
in  the  town  of  Perth,  and  the  other  has  been  offered  to  a  proposed 
combination  of  district  Boad  Boards.  \  They  will  to  some  extent  cause 
the  diminution  of  convict  labour  to  be  less  severely  felt 

I  wish  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
wine-growing  interest,  which  I  hope  will  hereafter  become  a  main  source 
of  prosperity  to  the  Colony.  I  am  informed  that  one  gentleman,  who 
has  about  30  acres  in  vines,  expects  this  year  to  make  a  profit  of 
1,000Z.,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  ready  safe  within  the  Colony  itself 
for  all  wine  that  is  likely  to  be  produced  for  some  time  to  come ; 
indeed,^  the  best  wines  are  sold  as  soon  as  they  are  at  all  drinkable. 
I  anticipate  good  results  from  the  advent  of  an  Italian  gentleman. 
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referred  to  in  my  Despatch,  No.  40,  of  2nd  March,  1871,  a  practical  J^^^^ 
and  scientific  wine  grower  and  wine  maker,  who  is  aUo  about  to  devote  ^^It"^ 
himself  to  sericulture. 

Letters  which  have  this  morning  reached  me  from  the  Government 
Eesident  at  Nicholl  Bay,  give  most  favourable  accounts  of  the  pearl 
shell  fishery,  new  banks  having  been  discovered.  The  Malay  divers 
seem  to  be  a  success,  and  it  is  probable  that  more  will  be  sent  for. 

I  have  already  pointed  out  the  urgent  necessity  for  steam  com* 
munication  on  this  coast ;  unless  it  be  established  the  trade  of  the 
North-west  Settlements  will  go  to  Singapore,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Albany  supplies  on  the  South-east  are  already  derived  from  Adelaide. 
I  hope  that  I  shall,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  be 
able  to  impress  upon  the  colonists  of  Western  Australia  that  steam 
communication  in  these  days  is  a  vital  necessity,  and  that  the  difficulty 
of  communication  along  the  coast  and  with  neighbouring  Colonies 
cripples  trade,  and,  more  than  anything  else,  retards  the  progress  of 
the  Colony. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  tonnage,  both  in  entrances  and 
clearances  over  former  years. 

Imports  have  fallen,  as  might  have  been  expected,  from  256,7291. 
in  1869  to  213,239Z.  in  1870,  and  exports  slightly  from  205,502/.  to 
200,985/.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  imports  and 
exports  are  so  nearly  balanced. 

The  acreage  under  crop  has  increased  from  49,089  acres  in  1869 
to  54,527  in  1870.  Of  live  stock,  horses  and  cattle  have  remained 
nearly  stationary,  and  owing  to  bad  seasons  there  is  an  actual  decrease 
of  about  40,000  on  sheep. 

Of  our  exports,  ores,  sandalwood,  and  timber  show  an  increase, 
and  wool  a  decrease.  I  think  the  next  returns  will  show  an  increase 
on  the  item  of  whale-oil,  and  a  very  considerable  one  on  timber.  In 
a  good  season  we  should  export  wheat. 

1  have  already  in  various  Despatches  touched  on  the  other  matters 
referred  to  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  report,  legislative  and  ecclesias- 
tical, coast  survey,  immigration,  new  industries,  pauperism,  and  others, 
I  will  therefore  only  add  that  the  reduction  of  convictions  at  the 
petty  sessions,  and  the  diminution  of  drunkenness  which  has  been 
especially  observable  in  the  convict  class,  is  a  valuable  testimony  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  police  and  convict  arrangements ;  a  few  months 
ago  there  was  rather  an  increase  of  crime  of  a  more  serious  nature^ 
several  burglaries  having  taken  place,  which  I  attributed  to  the  diffi- 
culty the  bond  class  experienced  in  obtaining  employment.  Since 
then,  the  police  reports  show  a  marked  improvement,  and  in  the 
district  in  which  the  West  Australian  Timber  Company  has  lately 
commenced  operations,  ticket-of-leave  and  conditional  pardon  men 
find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  employment  for  cash  payments,  which 
proves  that  the  diminution  of  drunxenness  is  not  alone  attributable  to 
want  of  means  for  self-indulgence ;  and  I  trust  that  the  lesson  ^ven 
by  the  late  bad  seasons  has  improved  the  necessity  of  more  provident 
habits  upon  all  classes  of  our  labouring  population.  Many  causes 
have  been  assigned  for  the  slow  progress  of  this  Colony,  but  the  tact 
has  been  too  often  overlooked,  that  no  country  can  pro6{)er  when 
earnings  are  spent  in  drink  instead  of  being  profitably  invested^ 
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WwnBv  which,  as  £Bir  as  I  can  learn,  has  been  more  frequently  the  case  here 
AxmALu.  ijyyj  jjj  ^^y  country  with  which  in  the  course  of  a  very  considerable 
colonial  experience  I  have  been  acquainted.  In  connection  with  this 
subject  I  am  able  to  state  with  much  mitification  that  the  saTings 
bank's  depouto  have  increased  from  6J97Z.  in  1869  to  7,237/.  m 
1870,  baring  almost  reached  the  fi^re  at  which  they  stood 
previous  to  the  bad  seasons  from  which  the  Colony  has  been 
suflPering. 

Having  assumed  the  Government  here  at  a  period  when  it  became 
my  duty  to  reduce  Imperial  expenditure  on  which  the  Colony  has 
relied,  when  the  revenue  was  falling  off,  commercial  enterprise  stag- 
nant, and  evil  auguries  of  the  future  were  rife,  I  have  used  my 
utmost  efforts  to  luiopt  or  urge  on  the  colonists  the  best  means  A 
rising  superior  to  the  oifficulties  which  have  surrounded  us.  Necessarily 
the  work  of  renovating  this  Colony  is  one  of  time  and  difficulty,  but 
I  see  no  reason,  in  the  present  asjpect  of  affairs,  to  doubt  but  that  with 
a  continuation  of  that  support  which  I  have  always  received  and  grate- 
fully  acknowledge  from  the  Home  Government  and  the  co-operation 
of  the  colonists,  my  task  may  be  crowned  with  success,  and  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  Western  Australia  may  become  a  self- 
supporting  and  self-relying  Colony. 

I  have,  &c, 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)        Feed.  A.  Weld, 

&c.        Ac.        ftc.  Governor. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Perth, 
Sir,  May  19,  1871. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  for  the 
Year  1870,  and  to  express  my  regret  that  the  preparation'of  it  should 
nave  been  delayed  so  lonff  beyond  the  usual  time ;  an  unusual  press  of 
office  work  combined  with  a  weak  clerical  staff,  added  to  the  fact  that 
I  was  personally  engaged  during  the  early  portion  of  the  year  at  the 
session  of  the  Legislative  Council,  must  be  my  excuses  for  a  delay 
that  has  not  occurred  during  the  period  (16  years)  that  I  have  held 
my  present  office. 

2.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  actual  forms  transmitted  from  Eng^ 
land  have  not  been  used  in  compiling  the  Blue  Book,  as  on  previous 
occasions ;  the  establishment  of  a  Government  printing  press  has  this 
year  been  availed  of  to  strike  off  a  number  of  copies  for  distribution ; 
the  forms  have  been  slightly  varied  for  convenience  sake,  but  the  in- 
formation asked  for  has  in  all  cases  been  mven.  Hitherto  it  has  hem 
a  work  of  considerable  labour  to  prepare  Siree  manuscript  copies,  two 
for  transmission  and  one  for  record^in  the  Colony, 

Bevenue. 

8.  The  revenue  for  the  year  was  about  3,000/.  less  than  was  esti- 
mated, and  5,500/.  l^s  than  was  received  in  1869,  and  this  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  depressions  in  all  interests  consequent  on  a  sue- 
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cession  of  bad  seasons.    The  harvest  of  1869,  when  your  Excellency      WwwBir 
first  arrived,  was  very  far  below  the  average  ;  in  1868  it  was  almost    A^wbaua, 
a  total  failure,  and  in  1870  the  crops  in  no  parts  of  the  Colony  were        "* 
such  as  to  leave  much  margin  for  profit     Such  a  continuance  of  bad 
seasons  affected  trade  in  every  way,  many  persons  were  thrown  out  of 
work,  and  the  revenue  consequently  depreciated. 

Expenditure, 

4.  Notwithstanding  this  depreciation  there  was  an  excess  of  expen- 
diture beyond  the  estimated  sum  of  11,000/.,  a  considerable  portion 
of  which  was  expended  in  public  works,  which  afforded  employment 
for  those  seeking  it ;  there  was  also  the  expense  of  an  exploring  expe- 
dition to  South  Australia,  as  well  as  the  importation  of  stone  crushers 
and  engines  which  were  ordered  to  be  sent  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislative  Coundl  at  the  Session  in  May,  1870,  and  did  not  appear 
on  the  estimates. 

CemuB, 

5.  A  Census  of  the  population  was  taken  on  the  31st  March,  1870. 
The  population  throughout  the  entire  Colony  did  not  exceed  25,000 
in  numoer,  but  the  altered  numbers  of  the  various  religious  denomi- 
nations gave  rise  to  changes  in  the  conduct  of  ecclesiastical  and 
scholastic  affairs  to  which  1  shall  hereafter  allude. 

New  Legislature. 

6.  The  principal  event  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  the  passing  a 
measure  for  the  establishment  of  Kepresentative  Legislative  Coundl, 
under  the  provision  of  the  Imperial  Act,  13  and  14  Vict,  cap.  59 ; 
this  was  done  on  the  Ist  of  June,  1870,  the  forty-first  anniversary  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Colony ;  the  first  elections  took  place  during 
the  month  of  October,  and  the  Council  was  formally  inaugurated  by 
yoiur  Excellency  on  the  5th  December.  Many  of  the  numerous 
measures  submitted  for  consideration  passed  into  law,  but  not  till  after 
the  close  of  1870,  and  remarks  upon  them  may  more  properly  form 
matter  for  a  Blue  Book  Report  for  1871.  I  may,  however,  state  that 
amon^  the  measures  taken  into  consideration  were  the  formation  of 
Boards  for  the  local  mana^ment  of  roads  throughout  the  Colony  and 
the  establishment  of  Municipal  Councils  in  the  various  towns,  thus 
leading  the  colonists,  by  local  self-government  in  small  matters,  to 
become  fitted  for  that  more  extended  form  of  responsible  Government^ 
to  assume  which  there  are  those  who  are  already  anxious. 

Wwnts  of  the  Colony. 

7.  There  are  two  matters  which  for  some  time  have  appeared  to 
me  to  be  pressing  wants :  the  Blue  Book  states  facts  as  the£are.  It 
may  be  allowed,  in  a  paper  accompanying  the  Statistical  Tables,  to 
allude  to  wants  that  cannot  be  made  to  a{)pear  in  such  Tables.  Steam 
communication  between  the  various  ports  in  the  Colony,  and  a  proper 
survey  of  the  coast,  are  matters  essential  to  the  progress  of  the 
Colony. 
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WfcBtfcX  Steam  Vessels  on  Coast. 

JLtvtHAlljL 

-*-*  8.  Western  Australia  is  at  present  isolated  simply  for  want  of 

steam  communication ;  there  is  ample  intercolonial  trade  for  moderate- 
sized  coasting  steamers,  and  the  general  attention  drawn  in  the 
Eastern  Colonies  to  the  many  resources  now  commencing  to  be  deve- 
loped would  be  increased  tenfold  but  for  the  time  lost  and  difficulty 
experienced  in  travelling  throughout  the  Colony.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  a  couple  of  months  to  pass  by  without  receiving  any  communica- 
tion from  the  far  Northern  or  Ei^tern  Settlements ;  and  though  the 
distance  in  either  case  by  coasting  steamer  would  be  easily  accom- 
plished, the  good  that  would  result  by  a  visit  to  these  new  ports  by 
irour  Excellency  must  be  postponed  because,  with  the  present  means  of 
ocomotion^  the  time  to  accomplish  such  a  matter  cannot  be  spared 

Survey  of  Coasts. 

9.  Now  that  large  vessels  are  sought  to  carry  away  the  great 
amount  of  Jarrah  timber  for  which  freiffht  is  demanded,  the  evil  of  a 
coast  line  only  partially  surveyed,  and  improper  and  incorrect  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  various  anchorages,  is  very  apparent  1  may 
instance  Geographe  Bay,  where  there  is  as  good  anchorage  and 
shelter  as  could  reasonably  be  required,  but  information  issued  under 
Admiralty  authority,  and  now  known  to  be  incorrect,  causes  the 
utmost  difficulty  in  procuring  vessels  to  visit  it,  agents  and  masters 
being  afraid  to  vitiate  insurance  policies.  I  know  of  no  instance  of 
wreck  or  damage  having  occurred  to  any  vessel  visiting  GeoOTaphe 
Bay,  in  which  the  head  station  of  the  Western  Australian  Timber 
Company  is  situate ;  and  it  is  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  Company, 
and  indeed  to  that  of  the  community,  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
to  remove  the  prejudices  that  exist  against  that  and  other  Western 
Australian  ports.  This  is  a  matter  not  alone  affecting  the  trade  in 
this  Colony,  and  if  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  assistance  at  Imperial  cost, 
it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  some  such  arrangement  as  that  under 
which  coast  surveys  have  been  carried  out  in  the  Eastern  Colonies, 
the  cost  being  borne  partly  by  Imperial  and  partly  by  colonial  funds. 

Jarrah  Timber. 

10.  The  demand  for  Jarrah  timber  is  greatly  on  the  increase,  the 
Company  at  Geographe  Bay  formed  for  exporting  it  have  their  mills 
erected  and  soma  ten  miles  of  railway  completed.  They  now  profess 
to  be  ready  to  execute  orders  to  any  extent,  and  there  is  no  proba- 
bility that  those  orders  will  be  wantmg.  The  Melbourne  Company, 
who  propose  to  make  their  head-quarters  at  llockingham,  and  to 
follow  out  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Doyne,  C.E.,  have  completed 
their  arrangements  and  propose  to  commence  operations  without 
delay. 

Immigration. 

11.  The  'great  drawback  to  commencing  any  new  undertaking  in 
Western  Australia  is  the  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  good 
labour. 
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The  class  of  labour  available  is,  in  tbe  majority  of  cases,  of  an      W««riHir 
exceedingly   inferior  kind :    men   of   the   convict  class,   who  have       ^"'^^^^ 
never  worked  and  who  never  will  work  if  they  can  live  by  any  other 
means. 

Notwithstanding  this  difficulty,  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  would  at 
the  present  time  be  wise  to  take  any  steps  to  induce  immigration  on  a 
large  scale.  The  gradual  employment  of  larger  capital  and  the  con- 
sequent demand  for  good  labour  at  remunerative  terms  will  probably 
do  more  to  induce  a  supply  from  the  Eastern  Colonies,  and  those  so 
coming  would  probably  be  content  to  remain,  whereas  the  majority  of 
immigrants  direct  from  England  are  disappointed  to  find  that  fortunes 
are  not  at  once  to  be  commanded,  and  are  uneasy  till  they  migrate  to 
Sydney  or  Melbourne,  only  to  realize  greater  disappointment 

Pauperi$m. 

12.  The  class  of  labour  to  which  I  have  alluded  leaves  its  burden 
on  public  fiinds  in  the  shape  of  pauperism.  The  cost  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  paupers  is  daily  on  the  increase,  and  forms  a  considerable 
item  of  expenditure.  In  one  establishment  in  Perth  there  are  at  the 
present  time  75  male  inmates,  a  large  majority  of  whom  are  ex- 
oonvicts,  not  one  of  whom  will  ever  again  do  a  day's  work,  and  the 
entire  cost  of  whose  maintenance  is  ^rne  by  the  Colony.  This  is 
one  among  many  of  the  legacies  of  the  convict  system,  regarding 
which  it  may  be  matter  of  considerable  doubt  whether  the  benefits  or 
evils  have  predominated* 

New  Industries. 

13.  Though  there  have  been  many  matters  of  depression  of  late, 
there  is  still  a  bright  side  of  the  picture,  and  it  may  be  desirable  to 
note  the  growing  interest  evinced  in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
mulberry.  For  both  these  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Colony  are 
peculiarly  suited,  and  tiiere  is  now  fair  reason  to  believe  they  will  be 
cultivated  extensively. 

Gold. 

14.  Some  excitement  was  evinced  during  the  past  year  on  more 
than  one  occasion  by  the  discoveir  of  gold  in  small  quantities  over 
considerable  tracts  of  country,  and  prospecting  parties,  more  or  less 
systematically  organized,  were  started  in  various  parts.  For  want  of 
means,  and  probably  experience,  little  was  efiected  beyond  the  • 
undoubted  fact  that  gold  existed,  and  in  country  the  geolo^cal  fea- 
tures of  which  were  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  auriferous  districts 
in  Victoria.  Since  the  close  of  the  year,  Mr.  H.  Y.  L.  Brown,  the 
Government  Geologist,  has  reported  the  discovery  of  a  large  patch  of 
country  north-east  of  Champion  Bay,  the  rocks  of  which  he  reports  to 
be  identical  with  the  gold-bearing  rocks  of  Victoria,  And  he  is  now 
engaged  in  testing  the  opinions  he  has  confidently  formed  as  to  the 
deposit  of  gold.  Opinions  from  such  a  source  carry  weight  with  them, 
and  as  Mr.  Brown  is  known  to  be  a  cautious  man  and  a  good  geolo- 
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WnroH      gist,  there  arc  many  anxiously  awaiting  his  expected  return  about  the 
AcwBAUA.     ^jjj  ^f  ^jj^  present  month. 

Ecclesiastieal. 

15.  Beyerting  to  Paragraph  5,  it  may  be  well  to  obserre  that  the 
result  of  the  Census  showing  a  very  material  alteration  in  the  numbers 
of  the  several  religious  denominsiions,  it  became  necessary  to  revise 
the  grants  of  public  funds  to  the  several  ecclesiastical  bodies.     The 

Eredominance  nitherto  in  some  d^ree  shown  to  the  Church  of  £ng- 
uid  has  been  removed,  and  each  denomination  placed  on  the  same 
footing.  This  was  effected  by  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  in 
voting  additional  funds  for  those  bodies  whose  number  had  increased ; 
and  thus  it  became  unnecessary  to  take  from  one  denomination  to 
give  to  another.  Moreover,  the  status,  salary,  and  claims  of  each 
dergyman  holding  oflSce  at  the  time  the  change  was  made  have  been 
distinctly  recognized  by  the  Le^slature. 


Crime. 

16.  In  the  Supreme  Court  there  were  46  prisoners  convicted  in 
1870  as  against  36  in  1869 ;  the  increased  number  is  principally 
caused  by  die  conviction  of  six  aboriginal  natives  of  murder  inter  le, 
and  one  of  a  grievous  assault  Of  convictions  at  Petty  Sessions  I  am 
clad  to  report  a  reduction  of  nearly  1,000,  the  numbers  being  4,561 
m  1869,  and  3,667  in  1870.  The  convictions  for  drunkenness  alone 
were  600  less  than  in  1869>  and  this  alone  may  be  looked  on  as  a 
matter  for  congratulation. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Feed.  P.  Bableb. 
Governor  Weld, 

&c.,      &c. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 


New 
Zealand.  

nTTs.  No.  19. 

Statistical  Repobt. 

To  the  Honourable  William  Gisbornb,  Colonial  Secretary,  &c. 

Registrar-Generars  Office,  Wellington, 
Sir,  January  6,  1872. 

It  having  been  determined  that,  in  order  to  lay  before  the 
Parliament  of  the  Colony,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  a  considerable 

amount  of  statistical   information   whicli  was  immediately  desired, 

flinimnarizeiin  certain  principal  results  of  the  Census  of  New  Zealand  taken  in 
this  Report.     February,  1871,  as  well  as  important  portions  of  the  general  sta- 


PreTioufl  pub- 
lication or 
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tistics  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1870,  should  be  issued  in         ^^^ 
separate  divisions  as  speedily  as  they  could  be  respectively  got  ready,        k^^'i>' 
several  series  of  Tables  relating  to  these  subjects  were  presented,  by 
his  Excellency's  command,  to  the  General  Assembly  at  successive 
periods  of  the  late  session.     These,  however,  were  not  accompanied 
bjr  any  "Report"  ^unless  a  brief  memorandum,  prefixed  to  each 
division,  describing  its  contents,  might  be  called  so),  the .  intention 
then  being  that  the  usual  formal  and  lengthened  "  Beport "  should 
be  reserved  for  the  publication  of  the  completed  Statistical  volume. 
But  as  some  further  time  will  be  required  for  the  final  compilations  ReaBon  for 
and  the  printing  of  portions  of  the  matter  to  be  comprehended  in  issue  of  the 
that  volume,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  issue  a  Beport  in  anticipation,  S^'eport 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  acceptable  to  many  (especially  to  persons 
living  out  of,  but  feeling  an  interest  in,  the  Colony)  who  may  not 
have  seen  the  Tables  above  referred  to  (which  were  issued  as  "  Par- 
liamentary Papers  "),  or  who,  in  any  case,  would  prefer  summarized 
views  ana  comments  within  a  comparatively  small  compass,  to  the 
copious,  and  sometimes  apparently  complicated,  details  or  the  Tables 
themselves.    Such  a  Beport  is  that  which  I  have  the  honour  to  offer 
in  the  following  pa^s.    It  includes  compendiously  the  substance  of 
the  information,  both  as  to  the  Census  results,  with  the  Agricultural 
Statistics,  in  February,  1871,  and  the  General  Statistics  for  1870, 
which  has    already  been   issued,   with   additional    information  on 
various  matters  from  Tables  compiled  and  corrected,  but  not  yet 
printed, 

PABT  I. 

Census,  27th  Februaby,  1871. 

'  The  Census  of  the  Colony  had,  since  1858,  been  taken  (triennially) 
in  the  month  of  December ;  but  on  the  late  occasion  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  postpone  it  until  the  end  of  February  last,  and  then  to 
take  it  under  arrangements  which  comprehended  also  the  collection 
of  the  agricultural  statistics  of  New  Zealand,  required  by  the 
Census  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1867  and  1870,  to  be  made  annually, 
and  for  which  collection  the  month  of  February  is  considered  the 
most  favourable  time  in  this  country.  The  night  of  the  27th  February 
was  fixed  as  that  for  which  the  enumeration  of  the  people  should  be 
made. 

Fopuiatton. 

The  population  of  New  Zealand  at  this  date,  as  shown  by  the  Population  of 
Census  Returns  (exclusive  of  aboriginal  natives),  was  256,393,  of  ^^^^w 
whom  150,356  were  males,  and  106,037  females.  ^        Census. ' 

The  distribution  of  this  population  through  the  principal  divisions  of  each 
of  the  Colony  was  as  follows: — Province  of  Auckland,  males,  35,502 ;  province, 
females,  26,833;  total,  62,335:  Province  of  Taranaki,  males, 
2,572;  females,  1,908;  total.  4,480:  Province  of  Wellington, 
males,  13,180;  females,  10,821;  total,  24,001:  Province  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  males,  3,596 ;  females  2,463 ;  total,  6,059 :  Province 
of  Nelson,  males,  14,257;  females,  8,244;  total,  22,501:  Province 
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of  Marlbofough,  males,  3.235;  females  2,000;  total,  5,235; 
Prorinoe  of  (5intert>ury,  malw,  25,781 ;  females,  21,020 ;  total, 
46,801:  County  of  Westland,  males,  10,453;  females,  4,904; 
total,  15,857 :  Protltice  of  Otago  (as  before  remtiion  wiUi  Sotith- 
land),*  males,  36,771 ;  females,  23,961 ;  total,  60,722 :  Promoe 
of  Southland  (as  before  re^union  with  Otago),*  males,  4,920;  females, 
3,849 ;  total,  8,769.  To  which  is  to  be  added  the  population  of 
the  Chatham  Islands,  namely,  males,  89,  females  44,  total  133, 
to  make  up  the  general  total  as  stated  above.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Northern  Island  ^comprising  the  Provinces  of  Aucklafid, 
Taranaki,  Wellington,  and  Ilawke's  Say)  contained  96,875  persons, 
or  37 '  78  per  cent ;  and  the  Middle  Island  (comprising  the  Irovinces 
of  Nelson,  Marlborough,  and  Canterbury,  the  County  of  Westland, 
and  the  Province  of  Otago  (including  Southland),  159,518,  of  62-22 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  Colony. 

Comparing  the  numbers  as  ascertmned  by  the  last  Census  with 
those  snown  by  the  Census  of  December,  1867,  thei^  appears  a  net 
increase  on  the  population  of  the  Colony  within  that  period  (three 
years  and  nearly  two  months)  of  37,725  persons,  viz,  18,427 
males,  and  19,298  females,  being  13*96  per  cent  on  males;  22-24 
per  cent  on  females;  and  17*25  per  cent  on  the  total  of 
persons. 

The  following  was  the  increase  or  decrease  wiihiA  the  period  in 
each  of  the  provinces  (and  the  County  of  Westland)  :— 


with  previous 

( 'eDBIlsefl. 


Population  of 
towns. 


Auckland  - 

Taranaki 

Wellington 

Hawke's  Bay 

Nelson 

Marlborough 

Canterbury 

Westland 

Otaffo     - 

Southland 


-  Numerical  increase,  14,014,  or  29*00  per  cent 

"           ?»              jt             121,  „     2*77  „ 

2,061,  „    9-34  „ 

„              „             776,  „  14-68  „ 

„        decrease,    1,313,  „    6*51  „ 

„        increase,       864,  „  19*76  „ 

8,468,  „  22*09  „ 

„        decrease,      176,  „     1*13  „ 

„        increase,  12,145,  „  25*00  „ 

„             826,  „  10*39  „ 


A  comparative  Table  of  population  in  December,  1858,  December, 
1861,  December,  1864,  December,  1867,  and  February,  1871,  with 
the  numerical  and  centesimal  increase  or  decrease  in  each  province 
in  the  respective  periods,  which  was  prepared  for  the  Abstracts  of 
Census  Results  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  may,  I  think,  be 
advanta^ously  introduced  here,  as  it  exhibits  a  large  amount  of 
information  on  this  branch  of  the  Statistics  in  a  very  condensed 
form. 

The  enutnerators  were  instructed  to  arrange  for  separate  returns 
of  the  population  in  the  chief  town  of  each  province,  and  also  in 
each  town  having  a  populatioti  amounting  to  500,  in   February, 


♦  **  The  OtSgo  and  Southland  Union  Act.  1870,"  cam©  into  operation  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1870,  but  as  the  interval  between  this  date  and  the  taking  of  Uie  Cousns  was 
so  short,  it  Wis  deemed  atlrieahlo  in  this  instance  (for  purposes  of  comparison  wllh 
fortnor  Censuses)  to  aso(>i>tain  the  information  for  the  respectite  tsrritoriea  as  befoiti^ 
It  wiU  be  Understood  that  the  figures  givea  fbr  both  toother  appl/  to  the  Piovieoe  of 
Otttgo  as  M  is  how  tonstiiuted. 
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CENSUS  O^  NEW  ZbALAND,  FJSBBUARY,  l87l.-No.  II. 

CoMrABATivE  Table  showiDg  the  Population  (exdusiye  of  aborigiiial  natives)  of  the  Colony  of 
N£W  Zealand  in  December,  1898,  Deoember,  1801,  December,  1864,  December,  1867,  and 
February,  1871 ;  with  the  Numerical  and  Centesimal  Increase  or  Decrease  in  each  Province 
in  the  respeetive  Periods  1868^1;  18^1-64,  1864-^^  and  December,  1867,  to  February,  27, 1871. 


Ctosus. 

PorttLATioir. 

- 

Numerical.              1 

Ceuteftlmal. 

Milei. 

Fvnudes. 

Total. 

M. 

F.      1    TeUl.    1       M. 

F. 

Total. 

AUCKLAKD       - 

1868 

10,218 

7,959 

18,177 

_ 

_^ 

..* 

_ 

__ 

_ 

1861 

13,494 

10,926 

34.420 

3.376 

8,967 

6,243 

32-06 

37-37 

34*34 

18W 

35,686 

16.446 

42,132 

13.192 

6,530 

17,713 

80-35 

60-53 

72-53 

18«7 

27,063 

21.258 

48.321 

1.377 

4,813 

6.189 

5-36 

29*25 

14-68 

1871 

:i5,602 

26,833 

62,335 

8.439 

6,676 

14t014 

81-18 

26-23 

29-00 

Taiukaki  .... 

1858 

1,414 

1,236 

2,650 

_ 



__ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

1861 

1.169 

876 

2,044 

cfcr.346 

dcr.  361 

der.606 

dcr.  17  •32|dcr.  29-20 

dcr.  22-80 

1864 

3,872 

1.602 

4,374 

1,703 

637 

3,830 

145-68 

71-65 

113-99 

1867 

2,538 

1,831 

4,359 

dcr.344 

829 

det.15 

dc»-.il-97 

21*90 

dcr.  0-34 

1871 

3.573 

1,908 

4,480 

44 

" 

121 

1-74 

4-20 

2-77 

Wkllimotok  .       -       - 

1858 

6,534 

6,239 

11,753 

__ 

^^ 

^ 

._ 

__ 

_ 

1861 

6,626 

6,940 

12,566 

103 

711 

813 

1-56 

13-69 

6*91 

1864 

8,343 

6,645 

14,987 

1,716 

705 

8,421 

35-89 

11-86 

19-26 

1867 

13,401 

9,549 

21,950 

4,059 

3.901 

6,963 

48-66 

43-70 

[46-46 

1871 

13,180 

10,831 

24,001 

779 

1,373 

3,061 

6-28 

13-33 

9-34 

Hawu's  Bat  •       •  . 

1858 

1,063 

451 

1,514 

_ 

^„ 

M. 

_ 





1861 

1,667 

944 

3,611 

604 

403 

1.097 

66-83 

109-31 

72*46 

1864 

2,457 

1,313 

3,770 

794 

365 

1.159 

47-63 

38-66 

44*38 

1867 

3,197 

1,086 

6,383 

740 

773 

1.613 

30-11 

4,68-87 

40*13 

1871 

3. 596 

3,463 

6,059 

899 

877 

776 

13-48 

18-07 

14-68 

Nklsom  (including  Marl.) 
borough  In  1858).       .5 

1868 

6.20a 

4,069 

9,373 

— 

— 

-- 

- 

— 

— 

1861 

6,337 

4,615 

9,953 

*^ 

•M 

«.b 

*— 

— 

m^ 

1864 

6,706 

6,304 

11,910 

1,369 

688 

1,958 

85*66 

13*76 

19-67 

1867 

16,426 

7,389 

33.814 

9,719 

2,185 

11,904 

144-93 

41-98 

99-94 

1871 

14,257 

8,244 

33.601 

dcr.  3,168 

866 

(fcf.  1,313 

dcr.  13-19 

11-67 

dcr.  6-61 

1861 

1.5U3 

796 

3,399 

__ 

__ 

«- 

_ 





1864 

4,033 

1,487 

6.519 

3,539 

691 

8,830 

168-26 

86-80 

140-06 

1867 

2,736 

1,635 

4,371 

dcr.  1,296 

148   c(cr.  1,148 

dcr.  32-14 

9-95 

dcr.  20-80 

1871 

3,236 

3,000 

6.335 

499 

3.5 

864 

18-i3 

33-33 

19-76 

1858 

6,301 

3,666 

8,967 

_ 

_^- 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1861 

8,939 

7,101 

16,040 

3,638 

3,436 

7.073 

68-63 

93-69 

78-87 

1864 

18,931 

13,346 

33,376 

8,993 

6,3U 

16,336 

111-77 

87-93 

101-23 

(ExclUilTeofWMttAn>)| 

1867 
1871 

31,206 
85,781 

17,137 
81,030 

38,333 
46,801 

8.375 
4,576 

8,783 
8,883 

6,057 
8.468 

13*01 
31-67 

38-34 
13-73 

18-76 
22-09 

WfcSTLAKD       ... 

1867 

11,877 

3.656 

15,533 

__ 

_ 

t_ 

.« 

I- 

_ 

1871 

10,453 

4.904 

16,357 

dcr.  1.434 

1.218 

dcr.  176 

dcr.  11-98 

34*13 

dcr.  1*13 

Otaoo  (IndtHUng  South. ) 
Und  in  18I8)  '       .   .  J 

1858 

3,904 

3.091 

6,995 

~~ 

» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1861 

31.161 

6.008 

37.163 

_« 

_« 

.m— 

._ 

— 

— 

1864 

33,693 

16.327 

49.019 

11,531 

10.836 

11.856 

51-49 

173-03 

80*46 

1867 

39,773 

18,804 

48,677 

rfcr.  3.919 

3.477 

dcr.  442 

dcr.  892 

15-17 

dcr.  U-9J 

( A»  before  n-naioik  with  1 

SaOTaLAKD)          .          . j 

1871 

36,771 

13,951 

60,722 

6.998 

6.147 

13.14S 

33-50 

27-37 

25*00 

S0UtHLA»X>.         •         .    . 

1861 

1,139 

737 

1,876 

. 

_ 

_ 

-J. 

__ 

_ 

1864 

4,806 

3,379 

8,086 

3.667 

2,643 

6,309 

331-94 

344-91 

330*97 

1867 

4,600 

8,340 

7,943 

der.306 

U 

dcr.  148 

dor4  4-a8 

1-95 

dcr.  1*  70 

Otaoo)       .       .       .f 

1871 

4»9ao 

8,849 

8,769 

330 

606 

836 

••95 

16*13 

10-39 

CHATHAII  1SLAKD9       .    . 

1858 

63 

33 

86 

_ 

^ 

_ 

k. 

_ 

_ 

1861 

37 

33 

60 

dcr.25 

dcr.lO 

dcr.  36 

dcr.  48-07 

dcr.  30*30 

dcr.  41-17 

1864 

66 

30 

86 

89 

7 

36 

107-40 

30-43 

72-00 

1867 

123 

61 

HI4 

67 

31 

98 

119-64 

103-33 

113-95 

1871 

89 

44 

133 

dcr.34 

dcr.l7 

dcr.  51 

dcr.  37-64 

dcr.  37*86 

dcr.  27-71 

IVJTAIS  n)H  TdB  COLOIIT 

1858 

33,679 

35,V34 

59,413 

„_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



1801 

61,063 

37,968 

98,031 

87.883 

12,831 

88,608 

44-84 

33-30 

39-99 

1864 

106,580 

65.578 

173,168 

46.518 

87.619 

73,187 

74-54 

73*76 

73-86 

1887 

131.929 

86.739 

818,668 

8h.349 

81.161 

46.510 

18-78 

33*36 

2701 

1871 

150,350 

106,037  .366,393 

18,437 

18,388 

St,72l 

13*86 

82-14 

17 '25 

In  eyery  case  la  which  thero  was  a  decrease,  U  hae  been  marked  C"  dcr")  th  the  above  table. 

L  2 
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l^nr        1871.    This  bformation  is  compendiously  ^own  in  the  following 
Z.ALAKD.     Table:- 


AborigiDAl 

native 

population. 


MaIm. 

FeoMlefL 

ToUb.       1 

Provinoe  of  Auckland  :-* 
Auckland   -        -        -        - 

6,779 

6,158 

12,937 

PanieU 

1,709 

1,854 

3,563 

Newton       -        -        -        - 

1,977 

1,980 

3,957 

Onehnnga       -        -        -    - 

967 

946 

1,913 

Sbortland    .... 

1,942 

1,596 

3,538 

1,840 

914 

2,254 

Province  of  Taranaki : — 

New  Plymouth    - 

895 

942 

1,837      1 

Province  of  Wellington  :— 

t 
1 

!          Wellington      -        -        -    - 

4,052 

3,856 

7,908      1 

1          Wanganui  -        -        -        - 

1,256 

1,134 

2,390 

Province  of  Hawke'a  Bay  :— 

' 

Napier 

1,166 

1,013 

2,179 

Province  of  Nelson  :— 

Nebon        .... 

2,728 

2,806 

5,534 

Weatport         .... 

519 

859 

878 

Cobden        .... 

525 

192 

717 

Cliarleslon 

965 

889 

1,354 

Province  of  Marlborougli :  — 

Picton         -        -        -        - 

367 

269 

636 

Blenheim 

396 

345 

741 

Province  of  Cautorbury  :— 

Christchurch       ... 

4.016 

3,915 

7,931»     1 

Lyttdton        .... 
Kaiapoi       .        .        .        - 

1,427 

1,124 

2,551 

442 

426 

868      ! 

Timuru 

729 

689 

1,418 

i          Kangiora    -        -        -        - 

896 

867 

763        ; 

i      County  of  Westlaud  :— 

1          Hokitika         .... 

1,938 

1,634 

3,572      1 

1          Greymouth         ... 

1,252 

929 

2,181 

!      Province  of  Otago  :— 

1          Dnnedin 

7,587 

7,270 

14,857 

i          PortCbalmera    - 

824 

582 

1,406 

Oamaru 

886 

771 

1,657      i 

Province  of  Southland  :— 

Invoroargill         -        -        - 

964 

996. 

1,960 

Proportion  of 
the  Bcxcs  in 
the  Colony. 


•  This  is  Um  population  of  what  i<i  dMcribed  by  tlM  ennmenttor  as  *'th«  dtj  proper— that  is,  wltUn 
1h*  tswn  belt; **  but  the  asgr<^ate  population  of  Chrlstdiurch  snd  its  rabarbs  (as  shown  in  the  returns 
for  thA  electoral  districts  of"  City  of  OirlBtchurch  East  *  and  "  aty  of  Christchurch  West  '^  was  13,4M. 
Til.  M..  6,386;  F..  6,180. 

An  accurate  Census  of  the  aboriginal  natiye  population  would 
no  doubt  be  extremely  interesting,  were  it  practicaole.  But  at  pre- 
sent it  is  only  possible  to  give  au  estimate  more  or  less  approximate 
of  the  numbers.  Such  an  estimate  (based  upon  various  returns  and 
other  information)  I  hare  obtained  from  the  Native  Secretary's 
Office.  According  to  it  the  total  native  population  may  be  stated 
as  about  37,502;  viz.,  in  the  Northern  Island  35,149,  and  in  the 
Middle  Island  2,«S53.  The  estimated  native  population  in  1867  wa^ 
38,540. 

Relative  Proportions  of  Sexes, 

The  number  of  males  in  New  Zealand  (exclusive  of  aboriginal 
natives)  was,  according  to  the  Census  of  February  1871,  150,356, 
or  58-64  per  cent,  and  the  number  of  females  106,037,  or  41 '36 
per  cent  of  the  whole  population.  The  following  figures  will  show 
for  eadi  province  separately  the  centesimal  proportions  of  males  and 
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females  respectively  to  the  population   of  the  province,   and  the 
centesimal  excess  of  males  in  eacii  province : — 


New 

Zealand. 


Province. 


Aackland         ... 
Taranaki      -        -        -        - 
WeUin^n       -        -        - 
Hawke's  Bay       -        -        - 
Nelson     -        -        -        - 
Marlborough        -        .        - 
Canterbury      -        -        - 
Westland  (County) 
Otago      -        -        -        - 
Southland    -        -        -        - 

Averages  for  the  Colony 


Moles. 


Females. 


Centeshxutl 
excess  of  Males. 


per  cent. 
56-95 
57-41 
54-91 
59-35 
63-36 
61-79 
55-08 
68-06 
60-56 
56-11 


percent. 

43-05 

42-59 

45-09 

40-65 

36-64 

38-21 

44-92 

31-94 

39-44 

43-89 


percent. 
13-90 
14-82 
9-82 
18-70 
26-72 
23-58 
10-16 
36-12 
21  12 
12-22 


58-64 


41-36 


17-28 


On  comparison  with  previous  Censuses  on  this  interesting  matter,  Proportions  in 
it  is  found  that  the  excess  of  males  in  1858  was  13*36  per  cent.;  SenbuTyears. 
in  1861  it  was  23*34,  and  in  1864,  23*82,  the  remarkahle  increase, 
as  compared  with  1858,  being  to  a  considerable  extent  explained  by 
the  great  influx  of  miners  to  the  gold-fields  of  the  Colony,  very 
many  of  whom  were  unmarried,  or  had  left  their  wives  and  families 
in  other  countries.  It  is  ffratifying  to  observe  that,  notwithstanding 
the  continuance  of  this  element  of  disparity,  the  Census  of  1867 
showed  some  tendency  towards  an  equalization  of  the  numbers  of  the 
sexes,  the  excess  of  males  being  reduced  to  20  •  66,  while  the  late 
Census  (February,  1871)  shows  a  further  reduction  of  this  excess  to 
17*28. 

Civil  or  Conjugal  Condition  of  tlie  People. 

The  last  Census  shows  the  following  totals  for  the  Colony :  married  ^"^^^^^^^^ 
males,  39,759,  being  15*51  per  cent  on  the  whole  population,  and  unmarried. 
26*44  per  cent,  on  the  total  number  of  males;  married  females, 
38,132,  Deing  14*87  per  cent  on  the  whole  population,  and  35*96 
per  cent,  on  the  total  number  of  females ;  unmarried  males  (including 
widowers  and  male  children),  108,274,  being  42*23  per  cent  on 
the  whole  population,  and  72*01  per  cent  on  the  total  number  of 
males;  unmarried  females  (including  widows  and  female  children), 
67*631,  being  26*38  per  cent  on  the  whole  population,  and  63*78 
per  cent  on  the  total  mmber  of  females.  The  numbers  of  widowers 
and  widows  included  are  2,840  widowers  and  3,229  widows.  The 
numbers  *'  not  stated "  (with  regard  to  whom  no  information  as  to 
"condition"  was  obtained)  was  2,597;  viz.  2,323  males,  and  274 
females. 

If  we  deduct  from  the  totals  of  "  unmarried,"  the  persons  under  fifteen  Prcmortions 
years  of  age,  the  numbers  remaining  are :  males,  67,088 ;  females,  J[^^upwnr!]e. 
17,468.    The  proportions  between  the  sexes  from  the  age  of  fifteen 
and  upwards  is  thus  shown  to  be  76*57  per  cent  of  males,  and 
23*43  per  cent  of  females.    The  proportions  in  1867  were  79*39 
per  cent,  of  males,  and  20*61  per  cent  of  females. 

The  information  thus  arrived  at  may  be  expressed  otherwise  as 
follows : — Of  every  100  of  the  total  male  population  26  '44  per  cent. 
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Nkw 

ZEALANa 


Xamben  of 
dwellings. 


X  umbers  of 
rooms. 


Materials. 


Dwelling  in 

rosi)ective 

piuvinocs. 


Proportion  of 
iwpulation  to 
each  dwelling. 


tTninhabited 
huuses. 


were  nuurriedt  aiid  87*97  aged  15  and  upwardsy  with  34*04  under 
15,  were  unmarried  (there  being  1*55  wnose  '^condition"  wai  not 
stated) ;  and  of  every  100  of  the  total  female  population  35 '  96  were 
marriedt  and  16*47,  aged  15  and  upwards,  with  47*31  under  15, 
were  unmarried,  there  being  0*26  whose"  condition"  was  not 
stated. 

DtoeHinffi  of  the  People. 

The  total  numbor  of  inhaUted  houses  or  dwellingt  in  the  Colony 
in  February,  1871,  was  57,182,  against  54,015  in  December,  1867, 
being  an  increfise  of  3,167  within  the  period.  A  classification  of 
these  dwellings,  aocordinff  to  numbers  of  rooms,  shows  that  there 
were,  in  1871,  11,949  of  six  rooms  and  upwards,  against  9,861  in 
1867;  of  five  rooms,  in  1871,  4,497  against  3,543  in  1867;  of  four 
rooms,  in  1871,  10,200  against  7,844  in  1867 ;  of  three  rooms,  in 
1871,  7,538  aj^unst  6,209  in  1867 ;  and  of  one  or  two  rooms  (in 
which  tents  are  included),  22,998  in  1871,  against  26,558  in  1867. 
The  number  of  tents  (principally  found  in  the  gold-fields  districts) 
included  in  1871  was  2,404,  against  4,595  in  1867,  The  decrease 
in  the  general  total  of  the  lowest  class  of  dwellings  is  shown  by  the 
above  nffures  to  have  been  much  more  than  covered  bv  the 
increase  m  the  general  totid  of  dwellings  of  a  higher  and  better 
description, 

A  classification  of  the  materials  of  which  the  dwellings  were  con- 
structed shows  the  following  results: — Wood,  45,951  in  1871, 
against  38,844  in  1867;  stone  or  brick,  1,540  against  1,182  iu 
1867;  and  other  materials  (including  raupo  houses  and  the  tents 
above  referred  to),  9,691  against  13,989  in  1867. 

Taking  the  provinces  separately,  the  following  were  the  numbers 
and  materials  of  the  (Inhabited)  dwellings  in  eadi,  vi^. : — Auckland, 
13,667 :  viz.  wood,  12,321 ;  stone  or  brick,  293 ;  other  materials, 
1,053.  Taranaki,  987 :  viz,  wood,  854 ;  stone  or  brick,  1 ;  other 
materials,  182,  Wellington,  4^779:  viz.  wood,  4,484;  stone  or 
brick,  18;  other  materials,  277.  Hawke's  Bay,  1,315  j  viz.  wood 
1,130 ;  stone  or  brick,  2 ;  other  materials,  83.  Nelson,  5,819 :  viz, 
wood,  4,345 ;  ptone  or  brick,  31 ;  other  materials,  1,443.  Marl- 
borough, 1,012 :  viz,  wood,  816 ;  stone  or  brick,  2 ;  other  materials 
194,  Canterbury,  8,747:  viz.  wood,  6,725;  stone  or  briok,  236; 
other  materials,  1,786,  Westland  (Co.),  5,457:  viz,  wood,  5,003; 
stone  or  brick,  0;  other  materials,  454,  •Otago,  13,732 1  viz, 
wood,  8,699 ;  stone  or  brick,  928 ;  other  materials,  4,14a  Souths 
land,  1,731;  yii,  wood,  1,590;  stone  or  brick,  32;  other  materials, 
109. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  to  each  dwelling,  calculated  on 
the  Census  Betums  of  ttie  respective  years,  was  4*48  in  1871, 
against  4  04  in  1867. 

The  sub-enumerators  were  furnished  with  special  forms  for  returns 
of  uninhabited  houses  and  houses  building  m  their  respective  suIh 
districts.  But  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  some  uneertainty 
attaches  to  the  part  of  these  rwdts  relating  to  uninhabited  houses, 
it  being  evident  that  while  in  several  instances  they  include  stores, 
shops,  offices,  fca,  which  wwe  occupied  during  the  daytime  (only), 
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in  many  other  instances  there  were  not  any  means  of  accurately 
ascertaining  from  them  whether  or  not  such  buildings  were  counted 
as  *'  uninhabited."  The  aggregate  number  so  returned  was  in  1871, 
7,347  against  6,727  in  1867.  The  number  of  "  houses  building" 
at  the  time  of  the  Census  in  1871  was  642  (of  which  508  were  to  do 
of  wood,  64  of  stone  or  brick,  and  70  of  other  materials),  against 
702  in  December,  1867  (viz.  550  of  wood,  51  of  stone  or  brick,  and 
101  of  other  materials). 

Places  of  Birth, 

The  information  supplied  by  the  Census  of  1871  with  rospect  to 
the  places  of  birth  of  the  population  is  shown  compendiously  in  the 
subjoined  tabular  view,  which  includes  a  comparison  with  the  Census 
of  1867,  exhibiting  the  numbers  of  the  population  born  in  each  of 
the  countries  specifaed,  the  increase  or  decrease  (numerical  and  pro- 
portionate) in  1871,  and  the  proportion  per  cent,  of  each  nationality 
to  the  totals  of  the  population  of  the  Colony  at  the  respective  dates : — 

Placer  op  Bibth. 


New 
Zbalami. 


Houses 
building. 


Places  or  Blrih. 

Populatioa 

Increase  or  Decrewe  to 
1871. 

Proportion  per  cent. 
ofeacbNatlonaUty. 

to  the  reBpcctWo 
rotnUofPopuUltfQn. 

1867.     t      18il. 

1 

Nam«rk»L 

Propor- 
Uonate. 

186T. 

mi. 

Englsncl  -        -        -        - 
Ireland         -        -        -    - 
SooUand- 

Wales 

New  Zealand  - 
Aiistralian  Colonies     -    - 
Other  British  Dominions  - 
United  States  of  America 
France    -        -        -        - 
Qermany     - 

Other    foreign    countries"^ 
(including  China)     -    -j 
At  sea     -        -        - 
Notsp^dfiea       -       -   - 

65,614 
27,955 
84,826 

1,319 
64,052 
11,313 

3,798 

1,213 
553 

2,838 

3,667 

751 
769 

67,044 
29,733 
86,871 

1,345 
93,474 
12,426 

4,062 

1,249 
551 

2,416 

5,859 

823 
540 

/.    1,480 
/.    1,778 
/,    2,045 
/.         26 
/.  29,42*4 
/.    1,113 
/.      264 
/.        86 
D.          % 
D,      422 

/.   2,192 

/.        72 
D,      229 

/.    2-17 
/.    6-36 
7.    5-86- 
7.    1-97 
7.45-93 
7   9-83 
7   6-95 
7    2-96 
/>.   0-3G 
i>.  14-86 

7  59-77 

7   9-58 
i).  29-77 

80-01 

12-78 

15-93 

0-60 

29-29 

517 

1-74 

0-56 

0-25 

1-30 

1-68 

0-34 
0-35 

26-15 

11-60 

14 -as 

0-52 

36 -46 

4-85 

1-58 

0*49 

0-22 

0-94 

2-28 

0-32 
0-21 

218,668  1256,393 

1 

7.37,725    /.  17-25 

100-00   100-00 

1 

Occwpatiom, 

As  oq  former  similar  occasions,  the  result  of  much  labour  in  this 
office  has  not  been  to  attain  moans  of  presepting  satisfactorily  the 
occupations  of  the  people  in  the  detailed  modes  of  olassifioatjou 
published  in  some  other  countries,  I  may  repeat  what  \  stated  on 
this  subject  in  my  Report  oq  the  Census  of  1867 :--"  The  diflSoulties, 
**  which  I  have  previously  more  than  once  pointed  out  continue  to 
^'  impede  any  attempt  to  tabulate  tliis  branch  of  the  Census  infer- 
**  mation  in  Kew  Zealand  without  incurring  the  ri^k  of  showing  con- 
"  elusions  which  would  almost  certainly  be  misleading  in  effect,  how- 
"  ever  close  may  be  their  merely  veroal  accordance  with  tqe  house- 
"  hold  schedules.  Amongst  the  causes  of  this  difficulty  continue  vo 
'*  be  the  great  number  o?  cases  in  which  settlers  follow  more  than 
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New 

ZlALAKD. 


IkiBtS  of 

compilation. 


"  one  occupation ;  the  instances  (probably  freauent)  in  which  they 
"  enter  in  the  schedules  tiie  professions  or  callings  to  which  they 
**  w&re  brought  up,  or  with  which  they  would  prefer  to  be  identified 
**  (perhaps  from  a  notion  of  their  superior  *  respectability ')  rather 
**  than  tnose  in  which  they  are  most  habitually  engaged,  or  from 
^  which  they  principally  derive  their  maintenance ;  the  yagaeness  of 
"  many  of  the  descnptions ;  and  the  different  names  given  to  what  may 
"  be  regarded  as  really  the  same  business.*'  The  Tables  containing 
the  results  of  the  compilation  which  has  been  made  are  not  yet 
printed,  and  will  under^  some  further  examination ;  but  the  follow- 
ing summary  (prepared  on  the  plan  of  summaries  introduced  in 
former  Reports)  will  give  a  ^neral  view  of  the  proportions  in  which 
the  colonists  are  engaged  in  the  chief  employments  and  pursuits, 
including  a  comparison  widi  the  respective  numbers  in  1867 : — 


Persons  who 
"  object "  to 
state  any 
donomiQalion. 


OccupAtioas. 

PbpuUiioD. 

InrreMe  or  Decrease  In 

18TI. 

Praportiomor 

Occopatfottstetbe 

PbpulAtkio. 

186T. 

len. 

Namerical.!    JjJ^ 

1867. 

1871. 

Tmde,  oommoroe,  and  manu-| 

factuieB  -        -        -        -/ 
A  ^cultural  and  pastoral    - 
Moobanics,    artificers,    and 

Hkilled  workers    -        -   -j 
Mining        ...        - 
Profeesions,  clerical,  medical,^ 

and  legal     -        -        -    -j 
Tuaobers,     snrveyors,     and 

other  educated  professions, 
Labourers   -        -        -        - 
Domestic  and  general  ser-' 

vaots / 

Miscellaneous      ... 
Domestic  duties,  or  no  ooou-| 

pation  stated  (principaUy} 

women  and  children)       -) 

10,194 
18.863 
13,695 
20,372 
733 

1,477 
13,025 

7,259 
10,420 

122,630 

11,079 
20,587 
16,026 
21,226 
846 

1,937 
14,312 

7,017 
11,913 

151,450 

/.       885*/:    8-68 
/.    1.724    /.   913 
/.   2,331 ;/.  17  01 
/.      864,/.   4-24 
/.      113   7.15-43 

/.      460   /.3114 
/.    1,287 1/.   9-88 
/>.      242  />.   3-33 
/.    1,493  I/.  14-32 

7. 28,820   7. 23-50 

1 

4-66 
8-63 
6-26 
9-32 
0-33 

0-67 
5-96 
3-32 
4-77 

5608 

4-^ 

803 
6-2o 
8-28 
0-33 

0-76 
5-58 
2-74 
4-65 

5906 

218,668 

256,393 

7. 37,725   7. 17-25 

1 

100-00    10000 

Bdigiow  Denominations, 

The  list  of  **  religious  bodies"  in  Schedule  D.  of  **The  Marriage 
"  Act,  1854  "  (as  amended  by  "  The  Marriage  Act  Amendment  Act, 
'^  1867  ")  has,  as  heretofore,  been  made  the  basis  of  the  compilation  of 
the  Census  results  relating  to  religious  denominations  in  1871.  To 
the  columns  for  the  bodies  specified  in  that  list  has  been  added  one 
for  the  large  number  (4,852,  or  1  •  90  of  the  population  of  the  Colony) 
returned  as  *'  Protestants "  without  any  more  distinctiye  designation. 
An  altogether  new  column  has  now  been  rendered  necessary  by 
"  The  (^nsus  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1870,"  which  provided  that 
when  any  person  objects  to  state  whether  he  belongs  to  any  or  what 
religious  denomination,  be  may  enter  the  word  ** object"  in  the 
Census  form.  The  number  of  persons  returned  as  availing  them- 
selves of  this  permission  was  8,d30,  or  3*36  per  cent  of  the  whole 
population. 
,   The  number  of  6,097    «*  otherwise   described,"   includes  2,612 
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returned  as  •*  Pagans,  Chinese,  or  Heathen ; "  and,  in  addition  to 
these,  a  very  large  variety  of  entries  which  could  not  be  brought 
under  any  of  the  specified  headings,  and  which  cannot  be  dealt  with 
until  the  final  completion  of  the  Table  (not  yet  printed). 

The  number  **  not  described "  in  any  way  as  to  religious  denomi- 
nation was  862 — a  marked  diminution  from  the  number  (1,752) 
shown  in  1867. 

In  the  subjoined  summary  will  be  found  figpires  for  1871  com- 
pared with  those  for  1867,  showing  for  each  of  Siose  years  the  num- 
bers of  the  population  returned  as  belonging  to  each  of  the  principal 
denominations;  the  increase  or  decrease  on  each  in  1871,  both 
numerically  and  centesimally ;  and  the  centesimal  proportion  of  each 
denomination  to  the  total  population  of  the  Colony  in  the  respectiye 
years : — 


DenominaUon. 

Popohtion. 

IncreoBe  or  Decrease  In 
1871. 

Proportions  to  total 
PopuUUon. 

1867. 

1871. 

NumerictL 

Propor- 
Uoiuite. 

1867. 

1871. 

Chnrch  of  England 
Presbyterian  Church        -    - 

92,990 

102,389 

/.    9,899  1/.  1010 

42-53 

39-93 

54,929 

63,624 

/.    8,695   /.  15-83 

25-12 

24-82 

Boraau  Catholic  Church 

80,413 

35,608 

/.    5,195   /.1708 

13-91 

13-89 

Wealoyan  Methodist  Church 

16,669 

19,971 

/.    3,302   /.  19-81 

7-62 

7-79 

Congregational  Independents 

4,246 

3,941 

D.      305  D,   7-48 

1-94 

1-64 

Baptists      .... 

4,353 

4,732 

/.      379   /.   8-70 

1-99 

1-84 

PrimitiYe  Methodists       -    - 

1,332 

1,883 

/.      551'/.  41 -36 

0-61 

0-73 

Lutheran  Church 

2,383 

2,341 

D.        42  D.   1-76 

1-09 

0-91 

Hebrews 

1,247 

1,262 

/.        15    /.    1-20 

0-57 

0-50 

Society  of  Friends 

146; 

201 

/.        55,/.  37-67 

0-07 

0-08 

Protestants    (no    particularl 
denomination  specified)    -, 

,     3,902 

4,852 

/.      950   /.  24-34 

1-78 

1-98 

Otherwise  described        -   - 

'     4,306 

6,097 

/.    1,791   /.41-59 

1-97 

2-38 

Not  described      -       -       - 

!     1,752 

862 

2>.      890 />.  50-79 

0-80 

o-as 

Objecting  to  state    • 

'     — 

8,680 

—       1      — 

— 

3-36 

218,668  256,393 

1              1 

/.  37,725   /.  17-25 

100-00 

100-00 

1 

New 
Zealand. 


Not  described. 


Education, 

ITie  following  general  results  relating  to  this  most  important  sub-  Numbers  and 
iect  are  shown  by  the  Census  Returns  in  1871 : — Of  the  whole  popu-  proportions 
lation  of  the  Colony,  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  there  were  unaole  to^d  w* 
to  read  or  write  58,401,  or  23  30  per  cent,  against  45,411,  or  21  "40  write, 
per  cent,  in  1867;  able  to  read  only  18,810,  or  7 '50  per  cent, 
against  15,396,  or  7  25  per  cent,  in  1867;  and  able  botn  to  read 
and  write,  173,459,  or  69  20  per  cent,  against  151,431,  or  71  35 
per  cent,  in  1867 ;  to  which  are  added  5,723  respecting  whose  state 
as  to  education  the  schedules  contained  no  information.    Deducting 
these,  it  appears  that,  of  the  population  under  fifteen  years  of  age, 
there  were  able  to  read  or  write  32,3*26,  viz.  16,460  males,  and 
15,866  females;   and  of  the  population  aged  fifteen  and  upwards, 
141,133,  viz.  90,297  males,  and  50,836  females.     The  centesimal 
proportions  are  as  follows: — ^Under  fifteen  years  of  age,  cannot 
read,  males,  53*91  per  cent;  females,  54*23  per  cent;  read  only, 
males,  13*27  per  cent;  females,  13*50  per  cent;  read  and  write, 
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males,  32 '82  per  cent;  females,  32 '27  per  cent  Fifteen  vein 
and  upwards,  cannot  read,  males,  3*08  p^r  cent;  females,  3  14 
per  cent, ;  read  only,  males,  2  *  74  per  cent ;  females,  5  *  21  per  cent ; 
read  and  write,  males,  94  18  per  cent;  females,  91*65  per  cent 
Both  sexes  and  all  ages,  cannot  read,  23*30  per  oent  aeaiost 
21 '40  in  1867;  read  only,  7*50  per  cent  a^nst  7  25  in  1867; 
read  and  write,  69 '20  per  cent  against  71*35  m  1867. 

The  subjomed  summary  shows  the  numbers  returned  as  attending 
schools — day,  or  Sunday,  or  both— -in  February,  1871,  as  compared 
with  the  numbers  in  December,  1867 :— 


AiD^yScboola 

AtSondiVfidMxai. 

ProTlooefl. 

Sopportrfby    'rllJJS!'^^ 

AtS«idiVooly.'^*»«^«* 

\»61.    •    1871.    1    18ft.        1871. 

1867.        1871.    !     Irt7.        1871. 

Auckland      -       .       - 

571 .  1,349    3,238  ,  6,146 

1,353    2.091    2,584    5,071 

Taranaki    -        ... 

181        163,      351        391 

194       234       402        365 

Wellington    • 
Hawked  Bay     -        -   - 

970       888  1  1,793    2,307 

668       974     1,438     1,829 

186       405 1      162       876 

60       109       186       416 

Nebon  .... 

1,668    2,871  I      650       560 

402!     407  '  1,553  1  2,148 

Marlboioogli      •        •    - 

S38;      232       111       189 

81'      184!      2981     KH 

Ouit«rtranr    .       .       - 

t,178 ;  2,796    2,297    2,773 

1,298    1,654 1  8,048    8,984 

Westland   (Conntj)  (tn- 
eluded    with    Oiutei^ 

1 

—          291 

—          943 

—         9651    —       1,02« 

bury  in  1867)-        -    - 

j 

1 

1            , 

Otago     -        .        .        - 

8,898    6,248 

1,546    2,811 

734  '  1,278  f  2,922  '  5,916 

SouUUand-        -        .    - 

73 ,      215 

471       767 

220       288        385;      028 

1               i               i 

Totals. 

9,313  14,958 

10,680  16,757 

5,010 

7,584  12,765  21,067 

The  nearest  approach  to  what  may  considered  the  '^  SGhool^going 
iHsriod,**  which  is  derivable  from  the  Census  Returns,  is  that  Miown 
by  the  numbers  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  Within  those 
ages  the  population  in  1871  amounted  to  64,771 ;  and  the  numbers 
returned  as  attending  day  schools  to  31,710,  being  a  proportion  of 
57  89  per  cent,  on  that  total,  against  47*74  per  cent*  on  the  total 
(41,793)  in  1867.  Dividing  the  numb^  within  the  specified  ages, 
according  to  the  sexes,  of  the  total  of  males  in  1871  (27,817),  ttere 
were  16,486,  or  59  •  08  per  cent,  attending  day  schools,  against  48  •  87 
per  cent  in  1867  ;  and  of  the  total  of  females  in  1871  (26,9M)  there 
were  15,274,  or  56  66  per  cent  against  46  55  per  cent  in  1867. 
Taking  the  aggregate  population  of  all  ages  under  fifteen  (which  in 
1871  amounted  to  101,849  persons),  the  proportion  attending  day 
schools  in  1871  was  31  28,  against  25  20  in  186L 

The  returns  (although  the  entries  in  the  household  schedules  may 
have  been  sometimes  defective,  or  not  dear,  as  to  the  distinotion 
between  different  classes  of  schools),  yet  satii^actorilv  bring  out  tlie 
conclusions  that  in  1871  there  were  at  least  31,710  scholars  attending 
schools  (public  or  private)  in  the  Colony,  against  19,968  In  1867 ; 
and  that  (including  those  attending  Sunday  schools  only,  and  those 
attending  both  day  and  Sunday  schools)  there  were  28,601  receiving 
Sunday  school  mstruction  in  1871,  against  17,778  in  1867.  The 
numbers  of  those  receiving  education  at  home  cannot,  of  oourie>  be 
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exhibited  in  these  or  any  similar  returns ;  but  to  repeat,  as  equally        New 
applicable  now,  a  sentence  in  the  Report  for  1867,  "  the  existence,      Zealand. 
"  extent,  and  value  of  home  education  in  New  Zealand  3hould  never 
*^  be  lost  sight  of  or  treated  as  unimportant  in  any  comprehensiye  esti- 
*^  mate  of  the  means  in  operation  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  training 
**  of  the  youth  of  the  Colony." 

Land  and  Crops. 

A  large  amount  of  information  relating  to  land  in  occupation, 
cultivations,  and  crops  was  obtained  by  the  almost  simultaneous 
taking  of  the  Census,  and  collection  of  the  agricultural  statistics  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Census  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1867  and  1870, 
The  details  must  necessarily  be  found  only  in  the  copious  Tables, 
some  of  which  have  already  been  issued  as  Parliamentary  Papers, 
and  the  whole  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Statistical  Volume.  Such 
a  ^neral  view  as  can  be  introduced  here  is  subjoined.  It  will  be 
nnderstood  tiiat  the  land  and  cultivations  of  aboriginal  natives  are 
not  included. 

The  extent  of  holdings  in  the  Colony  in  February,  1871,  was  Extent  of 
returned  as  22,774,498  acres  (against  18,762,057  acres  m  December,  ^^J"^'    , 
1867),  viz.:  freehold,  5,647,838  acres  (against  5,068,440  acres  in  j^iw 
1867),  and  leasehold,  17,126,660  acres  in  1871  (a^inst  13,693,617 
acres  in  1867).     In  the  returns  for  1871  a  distinction  was  made 
between  **  leasehold  land,  including  Crown  land  rented  for  other 
"  than  pastoral  purposes,'*  which  amounted  to  2,260»603  acres,  and 
♦♦  Crown  land  rented  for  pastoral  purposes  only,"  which  amounted  to 
14,866,057  acres. 

The  total  number  of  acres  fenced  was  6,778,773,  against  3,455,588  Laud  fenced. 
in  1867.     Here  also  a  distinction  was  introduced  in  the  returns  for 
1871  between  ^*  land  fenced  not  including  movable  fencing  of  wire 
"  or  other  material,"  of  which  there  were  2,806,556  acres ;  and 
**  wire  or  other  movable  fencing,*'  of  which  there  were  3,972,217  acres. 

The  quantity  of  land  broken  up  but  not  under  crop,  was,  in  1871,  Land  broken 
116,204  acres,  against  94,311  acres  in  1867.  undw  m""* 

The  total  quantity  of  land  under  crop,  as  shown  by  the  Census  of  l^^^^'^ 
1871  (including  sown  ffrasses)  was,  1,042,042  acres,  against  676,909  crop, 
acres  in  1867.  In  this  total  were,  77,082  acres  of  wheat,  against 
47,786  acres  in  1867;  123,135  acres  of  oats,  against  101,563  acres 
in  1867;  23,071  acres  of  barley,  against  J  3,136  acres  in  1867; 
12,901  acres  of  potatoes,  against  14.372  acres  in  1867;  776,402 
acres  of  sown  grasses,  against  472,893  acres  in  1867.  In  other 
crops  there  were  29,450  acres,  against  27,159  acres  in  1867. 

So  much  information  with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  these  culti- 
vations and  crops  in  the  different  divisions  of  the  Colony  is  contained 
in  a  condensed  form,  in  the  Table  which  was  numbered  XI.  in  the 
Abstracts  of  Census  Results  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  that 
I  think  it  will  be  advantageous  to  introduce  it  here ;  together  with 
a  Table  (A),  issued  as  a  Summary  of  the  Affricultural  Statistics  of 
1871,  compared  with  1870,  which  contains  (what  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  other  returns)  the  estimated  produce,  so  far  as  the  principal 
crops  are  concerned,  in  the  several  provinces  in  the  respective  years. 
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CENSUS  OF  NEW  ZEALAND, 
Tablb  Bhowing  the  Extent  of  Holdxhos  ;  the  Nun beb  of  Acres  Fekocd  ;  the  QrAsmrr  of 
dedcriptioo  of  crop,  in  tho  Colont  of  New  Zeaulio)  (exdiuuTe  of  the  land  and  onltifAtiaBf 


ExTOT  or  HoLDna. 

Lavd  FncKD. 

Xcx 

an  or  Acxa, 

Number  of  AcTH. 

Number  of  Acrs. 

Land 
brokrn 

1 

LcMcbuld 

Not 

. 

(iDdoding 

Oown  l.aiid 

incladii« 

Wire 

op  bat 
not 

UIMlgl 

In 

fa 

FneboUL 

OownUod 
refttcdfor 

rented  for 
PMtoral 

Murable 
Fendnc 

or  other 
Morable 

WhMt 

Oala. 

other  than 
PMtoral 

pnrpueee 
onljr. 

ofWIr» 
or  other 

Crop. 

» 

purpoeee). 

Material. 

! 

I'roviooe  of  Auckland  - 

860.363 

636,474 

97,922 

266.024 

8,157 

13,990 

1.133 

2,666 

TaraiMkl      •    • 

67,687 

20,732 

361 

24,774 

2,428 

1,323 

779 

433 

WtliimrtoD       . 

822,691 

330,108 

123,879 

302,462 

106,805 

8,494 

1,920 

3.3*4 

Hawke'iBi^    . 

833,460 

402,667 

670,753 

143,178 

241,823 

6,061 

633 

S13 

Netaon      .       - 

640,818 

169.360 

384,021 

169,986 

360,129 

6,»48 

S,64« 

4,rs 

646.364 

68,416 

904,226 

29,682 

274,862 

2,673 

1,417 

1.169 

„        C«ntCTbar7 

667,186 

364,418 

6,106.190 

482,551 

1,392,968 

41,527 

46,698 

44,744 

CoiiDty  of  WciUtnd        -   - 

4,316 

2,037 

9,797 

901 

1,237 

243 

1 

196 

rn.Tiiice  of  OU«o  (m  before  I 
union  with  SouthUuid)     -  f 

ProTtncc  of  Soathbnd  (••( 
brfore  union  with  Ougo)  -5 

729.427 

301,262 

6,0M.921 

748,781 

1,319,055 

28,408 

30,713 

54,964 

600,676 

73,360 

1,437,188 

668,317 

255,290 

8,637 

1,341 

lt.»*4 

0*^hftfi>  UUndi ... 

6,050 

1,899 

132,800 

— 

9,473 

- 

9 

: 

ToUU    .... 

6,647, 8a« 

2,260,603 

14,866,057 

2,806,556      3,972,217 

116,204 

77.0«2 

123,135 

•  Tbe  "Totali  under  Qrop"  In  each  line  differ  from  the  correct  addition  of  the  pn ceding  figures  bj  the  muBbrn 

iBciadfBg 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  OF 

(Taken  separately  under  the  proriiioiia  of  the 

Table  A.— Acxx>ukt  of  Land,  of  the  Extent  of  One  Acre  or  upwards,  in  Cultivatiox,  and 

Febmarj,  1871 ;  with  a  Gomparbon  (so  far  as  it  can  be 


1 
1 

In  Wheat. 

br  Oan. 

Numbers  of 
Holdings.* 

1 

Acres  (Sown 

IbrQrato 

only). 

Estimated 
UroM  Produce 
(in  bushels). 

Acres  (ijown 

for  Grain 

only). 

Eatimatod 
Groio  PitMlott 

(inboafaeliV 

Prorinoe  of  Aodtland         -       -    1871 
•       -   -    1870 

1,864 

1,082 
1,644 

16,6621 
26,866 

1.772* 
.1,413 

31,393* 
33,963 

ProTtooeofTaranakl.       -       -    1871 

„                       n              ...     1870 

245 

872 
l,031i 

16,788 
19,186 

433* 

251< 

9,867* 
5.466 

ProTince  of  Wellington       -       -    1871 
„                   „            ...    1870 

1,041 

1,8681 
2.350 

41,408 
65,082^ 

3,427* 
3,019* 

98.106 
87.919*       i 

lYoTlnceofHawke'iBay  -       -    1871 
-   •    1870 

269 

638 

1,079 

14,866 
26,066 

8371 

23.33S 
31,449 

ProTince  of  NeUcn     .       -       -    1871 
-       -   -    J87u 

925 

2.6961 
3,1231 

39,607^ 
66.622 

3,424* 
2,323 

75.967* 
66,093 

Province  of  Marlborough    -       -    1871 
-   -    1870 

226 

l,800i 
2.724f 

33,994 
5!<,963 

1,313* 
966* 

36,737 

28,572 

Province  of  Canterbury      -       -    1871 
-   -    18T0 

2,526 

46.073|: 
62,426i 

1,016,266 
1,461,9531 

44,370 
39,9511 

1.311,801 
1,038,880* 

County  of  Wcttland    -       .       .    1871 
H                 M           ...    1870 

_109 

1 

20 

34 
15* 

2.399 
451 

prorince   of   Otago  (as  before T.,.-! 

union  with  Southland)    -       -}"'^ 

1870 

2,446 

2I,40U 
20,861 

606,8201 
616,775 

65,680* 
42,404 

1,871,6^1 
1,519,415 

Province  of  Southland  («•  before^  ,.., 
union  with  Otago)  -       -       -^  ^ 
1870 

670 

1,410  ; 

l,023i 

40,225 
32,501 

10,6361 
8,302* 

341,457* 

258,082        j 

Totals  for  the  Colony  -    1871 
1870 

10,211 

77,843i 
86,1621 

1,833,6471 
2,349,914 

121,829* 
99,475* 

3,802,729 
3,339,686 

*  Tbe  numbeis  of  holdings  shown  ii 
under  the  crops  specified  in  the  heading 
which  in  the  present  vesr  more  fbli  and  d< 

1  the  Agricul 
f  of  tbe  coU 
itailed  Info*  mi 
r  the  first  til 

tnral  StatisUcfl 
ectlng  forms  f 
ition  was  to  be 
Be  in  'iFebruai 

for  1870  are  omi 
or  1871,  Tia.  whei 

obtained  by  the  G 
y,  1871,  under  th 

tted  here,  as  the 
It,  oats,  barley, 
General  Censoi. 
e  provisions  of 
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TBBBUABY,  1871- No.  XL 

TiAin)  Broken  up,  but  not  under  Crop;  and  the  irespectiye  Numbers  of  Acres  under  each 

of  aboriginal  natives),  as  ascertained  by  a  Census  taken  for  the  night  of  the  27th  February,  1871. 


Ndxbbs  op  Aobks. 

I|» 
Man- 

In 
Forest 
Trees 
(Plan- 
tiUons 

of). 

In 
Barley. 

In 
Maize 
or  Sorg- 
hum. 

In 
Bye 

or 
Bere. 

InUay 
(mown 
orun- 
mown). 

In  Sown 

Qrasaet 

(including 

Land  in 

H«y.) 

InPeaa 

or 
Beani. 

In 
Potatoes.' 

In 
Turnips 

or 
Bape. 

Carroti, 

Par- 

mips, 

or 

In 
Garden 

or 
Ordiard. 

InTo- 
bacoco 

In  any 
other 
Crop. 

Total  under 
Crop.* 

Onions. 

199 

1,456 

639 

6,612 

173.761 

87 

3.831 

127 

175 

2,779 

T 

284 

186.920 

126 

161 

216 

22 

415 

20,643 

5 

534 

48 

32 

308 

65 

23,247 

4 

740 

22 

9 

4.049 

184.246 

242 

976 

39 

38 

1,283 

lA 

15 

192,914 

642 

222 

62 

23 

3.137 

62,218 

23 

362 

31 

76 

441 

68 

64,952 

265 

1,201 

20 

86 

4.166 

37,432 

435 

1.030 

515 

80 

1,490 

i 

212 

49,124 

1.092 

1,922 

2 

30 

1.176 

15,914 

146 

208 

7 

9 

322 

55» 

45 

21,247 

105 

13.8SS 

89 

655 

10,765 

142.068 

1.547 

2,089 

2.059 

930 

2,688 

3 

535 

257,793 

1,307 

— 

— 

17 

219 

826 

4 

259 

23 

25 

245 

— 

17 

1,543 

— 

3,600 

92 

1,311 

6.892 

105.415 

278 

2,919 

3,150 

317 

2.056 

2f 

443 

195,211 

469 

1,138 

— 

13 

1.464 

33,555 

25 

664 

599 

20 

423 

- 

2 

48.724 

80 

— 

— 

8 

305 

— 

29 

— 

— 

— 

367 

— 

23.071 

1,949 

2,604 

38.903 

776,402 

2.792 

12.901 

6,598 

1.702 

12.052 

66* 

1,686 

1,042,042 

3,990 

under  the  heading  **  Hay  (mown  or  unmown),"  which  are  again  given  in  the  flgves  under  the  heading  "  Sown  Grasses 
Land  in  Hay." 

NEW  ZEALAND,  FEBRUARY,  1871. 

Census  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1867  and  1870.) 

of  the  Produce  thereof  (so  far  as  the  undermentioned  Crops  are  concerned),  in  New  Zealand, 

shown)  with  the  Agricultural  Statistics  in  February,  1870. 


'  Iv  Bablet. 

Ijc  Hat. 

In  Potatoks. 

QuAnrnr  of  Last  Year's  Crop 

REXAimNO  on  HAKD  WHEN  FOBMS 
WEBB  TILLED  UP.f 

Acres  (Sown 

Ibr  Grain 

only). 

Estimated 
Gross  Produce 
(inlmsheki> 

Acres. 

Estimated 

Gross  Produce 

(in  tons). 

Acres. 

EsUmated 

GroM  Produce 

(In  tons). 

^Vheat 
(bushels). 

OaU 
(bushels). 

Barley 
(bushels). 

135 
122 

3,090* 
2,448 

6,062i 
4,405 

5,8924 
5,528 

3,301* 
3,796 

15,640 
19,663 

331 

248 

10 

163 
128* 

3,189 
2,654 

351 
289* 

442 

3784  • 

432 
638* 

2, 0361 
3,412* 

— 

— 

— 

7231 
632i 

19,970 
15,169 

3.268i 
3,554 

4,802 
6,770* 

7704 
983 

5,074 
6,588* 

3,356 

2,341 

117 

249* 
3731 

6,642 
8,670 

2,1384 
l,672i 

3,423 
2,536* 

330 
413 

2.108* 
2,184 

678 

363 

209 

l,247i 
1,271* 

28,063 
33,170 

4,066* 
2.359* 

5,388 
3.0194 

984* 
1.048 

5,600* 
5,622 

1,297 

1,288 

2,487 

2,421f 
2.230i 

63,962 
59,819 

1,204 
689 

1.374 
879* 

1914 
2554 

934 
1,373* 

5,483 

664 

4,125 

13.189* 
16.0631 

308,908* 
504,475* 

9,5031 
8,275* 

12,205* 
11,1584 

1,6524 
1,947* 

7.1351 
10.670* 

31,668 

23.513 

29,197 

2 

*~20 

307 

m 

624 
214 

139 
231 

901 
1,325 

"" 

"~ 

3,676 

109,028 

6,696) 

10,031 

2.628* 

13.6164 

39,581 

29,302 

46,339 

6,743 

202,113 

4,293 

6,228 

2,950 

16,107 

— 

— 

— 

1,060* 

35.846 

1,820* 

2,570* 

671* 

2,992* 

2,697 

2,074* 

6,279 

2,004* 

61.288 

1,200| 

1,476 

544* 

2,667 

— 

— 

~~ 

22,866* 
28,672 

677,667 
889.826* 

34,318* 
26,836* 

46.652* 
37.189 

10,90fti 
12.806* 

56,039* 
69,603 

85,091 

59,69.'}* 

88,763 

Comparison  between  them  and  the  numbers  shown  in  the  returns  for  the  present  year,  which  only  give  the  holdings 
omitting  those  under  gms  not  for  bay,  and  '« Other  Crops"  which  were  included  in  the  returns  for  U to.  and  respecting 

Act,  IStO." 
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New 
Zealand. 


Agj?regRto 
number. 

Numbers  of 

principal 

kinds. 


AnnmU  Production  qfBulkr  and  Cbeeae. 

The  annual  production  of  butter  in  the  Colony,  according  to  the 
Returns  of  February,  1871,  was  5,199,072  lbs.,  against  3,83i252 
lbs-,  in  18G7 ;  and  of  cheese,  2,547,507  Iba,  against  1,300,082  Ihs. 
in  1867. 

AgrievUwral  Machines. 

The  numbers  of  agricultural  machines  in  the  Colony  were  ascer- 
tained to  be,  in  1871,  as  follow: — ^Threshing  machines,  745,  vix. 
steam,  177 ;  water,  39 ;  horse,  629,  affainst  579  (92  steam,  17 
water,  470  horse)  hi  1867 ;  reaping  madhmes,  1,708,  agahtet  736  in 
1867 ;  and  steam  ploughs  26,  against  12  in  1867. 

Live  Stock. 

The  aggregate  number  of  live  stock  of  all  kinds  (excepting  poultry) 
in  1871  was  10,382,540,  against  8,924,520  in  1867. 

Taking  the  principal  kinds  of  live  stock  separately,  the  numbm 
were— horses,  81,078  m  1871,  against  65,615  m  1867;  cattk, 
436,592  in  1871,  against  312,835  in  1867;  sheep,  9,700,629  in 
1871,  against  8,418,579  in  1867;  and  pigs,  151,460  in  1871, 
against  115,104  m  1867. 

PART  11. 

General  Statistics,  1870. 

In  the  remaining  portion  of  this  Report  it  is  proposed  to  preaeit 
briefly  the  principal  points  of  information  shown  in  detail  in  &e 
Tables  relating  to  the  General  Statistics  of  New  Zealand  ibr  the 
year  1870,  which  have  been  above  referred  to  as  laid  before  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  and  which,  with  a  number  of  other  Tables  not 
yet  published,  will  be  included  in  the  forthcoming  Statistical  Volume. 


Immtffralum  and  Umigration. 

Immigration.  The  immigration  (over  seas)  to  New  Zealand  in  1870  amounted 
to  9,124  persons,  or  whom  6,178  were  males,  and  2,946  females. 
Of  the  males  5,508  were  adults,  and  670  children ;  of  the  females 
2,400  were  adults,  and  546  children. 

Emigration.  The  emigration  (over  seas)  from  the  Colony  amounted  to  5,547 
persons,  of  whom  4,203  were  males,  and  1,344  females.  Of  the 
males  3,838  were  adults,  and  365  children;  of  the  females  1,010 
were  adults,  and  304  children. 

Net  excess.  The  net  excess  of  immigration  over  emigration  in  1870  was  3,577 

being  64  less  than  the  net  excess  in  1869. 

Taking  the  divisions  of  the  Colony  separately,  the  excesses  of 
immigration  over  emigration  in  1870  were:  In  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  860;  in  the  Province  of  Wellington,  178;  in  the  Province 
of  Nelson,  143 ;  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  1,286 ;  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Otago,  1,638 ;  and  in  the  Province  of  Southland,  26,    On 


Digitized  by  ViiOOQIC 


OF  HEB  MAJESTY  S  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS. 


175 


Zealand. 


the  othef  hand,  in  the  coUttty  of  Wesiland,  the  emigration  \Vas  54  in 

excess  of  the  immigration.  

The  following  figures  show  the  immigration  and  emigration  in  ck)imtneB. 
1870  classified  according  to  the  countries  from  which  the  immigrants 
arrived,  and  to  which  the  emigrants  went : — 


lUMIOBATIOK. 

Kmigratiok. 

Countrlea. 

M. 

P.     1  Total 

Countries. 

M.       P. 

Total. 

United  Kingdom     • 
Aostraiian  Colonies 
Other  British  ports 
Foreign  States    -   • 

2,266 

3,617 

9 

886 

1 

1,749  4,015 

1,126 '4,643 

1         10 

70       456 

United  Kingdom  * 
Australian  Colonies 
Other  British  potts 
Foreign  States  •   * 

384 

8,266 

9 

544 

212 

1,008 

4 

120 

590 

4,274 

13 

664 

From  these  figures  it  will  seen  that  the  excess  of  immigration  over 
emigration,  viewed  in  relation  to  countries,  was :  United  Kingdom, 
3,419,  and  Australian  Colonies,  369.  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  was  an  excess  of  emigration  over  immigration  to  other  British 
ports  and  foreign  ttates,  amounting  to  2ll. 

BiHhs  and  Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  butha  registered  in  New  Zealand  during  the  Births, 
year  1870  was  10,277— viz.  5,240  males,  and  5,037  females.  The 
total  in  1869  was  9,718— viz.  4,875  males,  and  4,843  females.  The 
increase  In  1870  was  therefore  559— viz.  865  males,  and  194  females. 
The  returns,  it  will  be  remembered,  show,  not  the  births  which  have 
actually  occurred,  but  the  births  which  have  been  registered  during 
the  specified  periods. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1870  was  S,703— vli.  Deaihs. 
1,595  males,  and  1,108  females.  The  total  in  1869  was  2,721— 
viz.  1,683  males,  atid  1,038  females.  There  appears,  therefore,  irt 
1870,  as  compared  with  1869,  a  decrease  of  18  on  the  'v^hole  number 
of  persons — viz.  a  decrease  of  88  on  the  males,  and  an  increase  of 
70  on  the  females. 

Of  the  deaths  in  1870,  956  (viz.  523  males  and  433  females)  were 
under  one  year  of  age ;  178  (viz.  74  males,  and  104  females)  one 
and  under  two  years ;  154  (viz.  75  males,  and  79  females)  two  and 
under  five  years ;  making  a  total  of  1,288  (viz.  672  males,  and  616 
females)  or  47  •  65  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  under  five  years. 

The  general  total  of  deaths  includes  117  (viz.  lOl  males,  and  16 
females),  or  4  32  per  cent  of  the  whole,  from  drowning,  and  142 
(viz.  124  males,  and  18  females),  or  5*25  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
from  various  other  external  causes ;  making  a  total  of  259  (viz. 
225  males,  and  34  females)  from  such  causes,  oeing  9  •  58  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  proportions  of  births  and  deaths  to  every  thousand  persons 
living  in  each  of  the  last  eleven  years  are  shown  approximately  in  the 
following  Table. 

These  figures  show,  for  1870,  one  birth  to  every  twentv-three  and 
a  half,  lOid  one  death  to  every  nbety  persons  living.    Tne  average 
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New         for  the  eleven  years  is  one  birth  to  e?ery  twenty-four,  and  one  deaA 
\__f        to  every  seventy-six  persons. 


DCATIBL 

EcUoMied 

PopaUlkmat 

'  MMdlt  of  Year. 

Ymr. 

No.  R«f{steral 

BaUo  per  1.000 

No.R«s»t«red 

Batioperl,MI 

in  Ye«r. 

Urlng. 

in  Year. 

Urmc 

1860 

76,390 

3,146 

41-18 

1,091 

14-28 

1861 

89,323 

3,441 

38-52 

1,109 

12-41 

1862 

112,416 

4,064 

3615 

1,231 

10-95 

1863 

144,930 

5,115 

35-29 

1,983 

13-68 

1864 

,       168,833 

6,501 

38-50 

2,921 

17-30 

1865 

182,113 

7,490 

41  12 

2,757 

1513 

1866 

1       197,360 

8,466 

42-89 

2,540 

12-86 

1867 

211,391 

8,918 

42-18 

2,702             12-78 

1868 

!      222,825 

9,391 

42-14 

2,662             11-94 

1869 

.       231,934 

9,718 

41-90 

2,721 

11-73 

1870 

,      242,824 

10,277 

42-32 

2,703 

11-13 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  iu  1870  was  7,574,  viz.  3,045 
males,  and  3,929  females.  The  total  excess  of  registered  births  over 
registered  deaths  in  sixteen  years — 1855  to  1870  inclusive — was 
59,577,  viz.  27,893  males,  and  31,684  females. 


Shipping, 
inwaitia  and 
outwards. 


Trade  and  Irdercliange. 

SHIPPING. 

The  numbers  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  inwards  and  cleared 
outwards  at  the  several  ports  of  New  Zealand  during  the  vear  1870 
were  as  follow: — The  total  inwards  was  756  vessels,  of  273,151 
tonnage,   being  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  1869,  of  8  in  the 

number  of  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  22,420  in  the  tonnage 

The  total  outwards  was  766  vessels,  of  265,407  tonnage,  being  a 
decrease,  as  compared  with  1869,  of  5  in  the  number  of  vessels,  but 
an  increase  of  7,643  in  the  tonnage. 
Arrived  from.  Of  the  total  of  756  vessels  inwards,  76,  of  56,874  tonnage,  arriyed 
from  the  United  Kingdom;  556,  of  184,904  tonnage,  from  the 
Australian  Colonies  and  other  British  possessions ;  and  124,  of  31,373 
tonnage,   from    foreign   coimtries    (including    the    southern    whale 

fisheries) Of  the  total  of  766  vessels  outwards,  68,  of  43,532, 

tonnage,  cleared  for  the  United  Kingdom ;  548,  of  182,876  tonnage, 
for  the  Australian  Colonies  and  other  British  possessions ;  and  160, 
of  38,999  tonnage,  for  foreign  countries  (including  the  southern 
whale  fisheries). 

Of  the  756  vessels  inwards,  145,  of  85,643  tonnage,  were  British ; 
553,  of  167,869  tonnage,  colonial ;  45,  of  15,361  tonnage,  Ameri- 
can ;  4,  of  569  tonnage,  German ;  3,  of  427  tonnage,  French ;  2, 
of  1,025  tonnage,  Norwegian ;  1,  of  1,000  tonnage,  Eussian ;  1,  of 
536  tonnage,  Swedish ;  1,  of  385  tonnage,  Hawaiian ;  and  1,  of  336 

tonnage,  Dutch Of  the  766  vessels  outwards,  133,  of  78,197 

tonnage  were  British ;  574,  of  166,812  tonnage,  colonial ;  44,  of 
15,115  tonnage,  American;  5,  of  2,228  tonnage,  Norwegian;  3, 
of  668  tonnage,  German;    3,  of   427   tonnage,   French;  2,    of 


Cleared  for. 


Nationality  of 
vessels. 
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673  tonnage,  Dutch ;  1,  of  1,000  tonnage,  Russian ;  and  1,  of  387        New 
tonnage,  Hawaiian.  Zealand. 

The  number  of  registered  ressels  belon^ng  to  ports  in  New  Zea-  Begistered 
land  on  the  31st  December,  1870,  was  3M,  of  26,743  tonnage  (viz.  veseeis 
323  sailing  yessels,  of  20,606  tonnage,  and  61  steam-vessels   of  ^J^zlSSiS. 
6,137  tonnage),  against  381  vessels  of  25,990  tonnage,  on  the  31st 
December,  1869.    Of  these,  184  vessels,  of  9,177  tonnage,  belonged 
to  the  Port  of  Auckland ;   26,  of  3,285  tonnage,  to  the  Port  of 
Wellington ;  9,  of  501  tonnage,  to  the  Port  of  Napier ;  26,  of  1,345 
tonnage,  to  the  Port  of  Nelson ;  61,  of  4,062  tonnage,  to  the  Port 
of  Lyttelton ;  71,  of  8,184  tonnage,  to  the  Port  of  Dunedin ;  and  7, 
of  189  tonnage,  to  the  Port  of  Invercargill, 


Imports  and  Ewporh. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  the  Colony  in  1870  was  4,639,015Z.  Importe.  toUil 
Against  4,976,126  in  1869,  being  a  decrease  of  337,1111  or  6  77  ^^^^J^^* 
per  cent. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  of  the 
provinces  (and  the  County  of  Westlmd)  in  1870,  as  compared  with 


I  compared 
with  1869. 


Auckland  ...  -  decrease, 
Taranaki  -  -  -  -  increase, 
Wellington-  -  -  -  « 
Hawke's  Bay  -  -  -  - 
Nelson  -  -  .  - 
Marlborough  -  •  •  - 
Canterbury-  -  -  . 
Westland  .... 
Otago  (including  Southland), 


decrease, 
increase, 
decrease. 


£ 
44,808,  or    8*28  per  cent. 

8,868,  „  81-87 
18,814,  „  8-85 
14,919,  „  18-69 
76,016,  „  20-72 

2,941,  „  48-14 

86,164,  „    6-61 

86,644,  „  17-42 

183,527,  „    8-20 


» 
n 

M 


A  comparison  of  the  total  value  of  imports  in  1869  and  1870, 
according  to  the  countries  whence  they  were  received,  gives  the 
following  results : — 


United  Kingdom 
British  Colonies  • 
Foreign  States 

Totals 


1869. 

~ 
2,458,679 
2,280,185 

237,412 


1870. 

2,686,786 

1,759,872 

198,407 


increase  227,157 

decrease  620,263 

„  44,005 


4,976,126        4,639,016        decrease  337,111 


The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  New  Zealand  in  1870  was  Bxpores.  total 
4,822,756/.,  against  4,224,860  in  1869,  being  an  increase  in  1870  value  in  mo. 
of  597,8967.,  or  14  15  per  cent    Excluding  the  value  of  imported  ^thTIST 
goods  re-exported  from  the  Colony,  the  total  value  of  exports  of  New 
Zealand  produce  and  manufactures  in  1870  amounted  to  4,544,6827., 
against  4,090,1347.  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  454,5487.,  or  11  •  11 
percent. 

The  two  very  important  exports — gold  and  wool— demand  more 
particular  notice  here. 
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Zmalamd. 

Gold! 


The  total  value  of  the  gold  exported  fipom  New  Zealand  in  1870 
was  2,157,5852.,  produced  by  the  aeveral  gold-fields  to  the  following 
amounts,  vii.  Auckland,  3194461.;  Marlborough,  7,408L;  Wdting^ 
ton,  1201 ;  Nelaon,  591,5102. ;  Clounty  of  Weatbnd,  578,7072. ;  Otago, 
including  Sbuthland,  660,6942. 

The  total  Talue  </  gold  exported  in  1869  was  %862,995L  There 
appears  tbarefore  a  i^et  deoieaae  in  1870,  amounting  tq  20S,41(UL 
The  falling  off  in  amcuml  ooeurred  in  Auckland,  Nebon  and  Wesdand, 
while  in  Maribopough  and  Ota|[o  there  was  an  increase.  The  exact 
amount  of  incraaae  or  deciease  m  eaeh  case  is  shewn  in  the  foUowiog 
figureb:— 

Yalxjm  of  OoLD  BzroBTB)  in  1869  and  in  1870  respeotiTely. 


Large  increase 
in  first  three 
quarters  of 
1871. 


Wool 


IMI. 

I860. 

Whether 
Increueor 
Decnue. 

Amonitor 
Incnaaeor 
Dwreaae. 

Prodnoe  of  tke  Gold  Fields  in  the\ 

ProYince  of  Auckland    - 
Ditto  Provinoo  of  liarlborongh      •   • 
Ditto         „          Nelson- - 
Ditto         „         Wellington       -   - 
Ditto  Gonnty  of  Weatland- 
Ditto  Province  of  Otago  (including\ 

Southland) / 

I 

435,687 

2,664 
623,872 

687,316 
613,456 

£ 

319,146 

7,408 

591,510 

120 

578,707 

660,694 

Decrease 

Increase 
Decrease 
Increase 
Decrease 

Increase 

£ 

116.541 

4,744 

32,362 

120 

108,609 

47,238 

2,362,995 

2,167,585 

Decrease 

205,410 

[Although,  80  far  as  the'*  Gleneral  Statistics''  are  concerned,  this 
Report  applies  to  the  year  1870,  it  seems  proper  to  note  here  that 
the  gold  returns  pubbshed  in  the  *  Gazette  for  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1871  show  a  large  increase.  Xhe  total  quantity  of  gold 
exported  firom  1st  January  to  30th  September  amounted  to  576,364 
ounces,  of  the  total  value  of  2,191,206Z.,  being  33,6202.  more  than 
the  total  value  for  the  whole  of  the  year  187^  This  advance  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  greatly  increased  productiveness  of  the  gold-fields 
in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  the  export  of  which  for  the  three  quarters 
referred  to  being,  in  quantiW,  275,464  oimoes ;  in  vdue,  987,605?. ; 
being  andncrease  of  189,930  ounces,  of  the  value  of  668,4592.  over 
the  export  from  the  Auckland  gold-fields  for  the  whole  of  the  year 

1870.r 

The  total  quantity  of  gold  exported  from  New  Zealand  from  the 
1st  April,  1857,  to  the  81st  December,  1870,  was  5,542,849  ounces; 
the  total  value,  21,565,479t 

The  total  quantity  of  wool  exported  in  1870  was  37,039,763  Iba^ 
a^ainat  27,765,636  lbs.  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  9,274,127  )b& 
The  total  value  stated  for  1870  was  1,703,9442.,  agwnst  1,371,2302. 
in  1869,  showing  an  increasf^  of  332,714,  or  !^'26  per  cent 


Customs 
revenue. 


Revenue  o/ihe  Colony. 

The  Customs  revenue  in  1870  amounted  to  765,9302^  against 
823^5112.  in  1869»  being  a  deereasfr  of  &7,6812^  or  «*90  per 


cent. 
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The  following  fibres  show  the  comparative  amounts  realized  by 
this  branch  of  the' revenue  during  the  ten  years  1861  to  1870 


inclusive : — 

1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


New 
Zealand. 

Comparison 
for  ten  years. 


260,863,  being  an  increase  of   71,695,  or  87-90  per  cent 


399,436,        „  „  138,573, 

592,060,        „  „  192,614, 

592,346,        „  „  296, 

730,008,        „  „  137,662, 

844,267,        „  „  114,259, 

843,997,  being  a  decrease  of         270, 
788,829,        „  „  56,168, 

823,511,  being  an  increase  of   34,682, 
765,930,  being  a  decrease  of     57,581, 


53-12 

48-22 

0-06 

23-24 

15-65 

0-03 

6-53 

4-39 

6-99 


Ordinary 
revenne. 


The  total  ordinary  revenue  in  1870  amounted  to  960,368,  against 
1,025,516  in  1869,  being  a  decrease  of  65,148,  or  6  35  per  cent 

The  total  territorial  revejiue  in  1870  amounted  to  327,589,  against 
382,070/.  in  1869,  being  a  decrease  of  54,481,  or  14  25  per  cent 

The  general  total  of  the  revenue  (both  ordinary  and  territorial)  General  total, 
amounted  in-1870  to  1,287,957?.,  against  1,407,586  in  1869,  being 
a  decrease  of  119,629/.,  or  8*49  per  cent 

The  subjoined  Table  exhibits  a  comparative  view  of  the  revenue, 
ordinary  and  territorial,  in  the  several  provinces  in  1869  and  1870, 
specifying  the  centesimal  increase  or  decrease  in  each  provmce  in 
the  latter  year : — 


Territorial 
revenue. 


Comparison  of 
revenue  in 
1869  and 
1870. 


Ordotabt  Retkhub. 

Total  Ordw abt  amd 
Tessitoual. 

Centesimal 

Centesimal 

1869. 

1870. 

increaaeor 
Decrease. 

1869. 

1870. 

IncresMor 
Decrease. 

1869. 

1870. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Province*— 

£. 

£     ' 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Auckland  - 

250,634 

222,565 

D. 11*19 

41,786 

23,464 

P.  43-87 

292,410 

246.019 

Z).  16-86 

TanuuJd    - 

.  8,406 

8,241 

D,    1-96 

«•> 

97 

J.  97-00 

8,406 

8,338 

D.    0-80 

Wellington 

07,436 

96,692 

X>.   0-76 

7,936 

6,529 

i).  17-71 

105.371 

103,221 

D.    2-04 

Hawke's  Bay 

31.904 

33,463 

J.    4-88 

3,305 

6,771 

/.  74-61 

35.209 

39,234 

/.  11-43 

NeUon       - 

91,735 

86,424 

2).    5-78 

36,966 

34,300 

2>.    7-19 

128,700 

120,730 

D.    6-19 

Marlborough 

8,718 

10.611 

J.  21  •71 

6.684 

6,336 

D.    4*44 

14,302 

15,947 

/.  11-50 

Canterbury - 

125,831 

128,933 

/.    2-46 

64,840 

68.490 

/.    6-62 

190,671 

197,423 

/.    3-64 

Cotlnty— 

WesUand  . 

104^6 

86,608 

D.  17«03 

44,628 

36,619 

D,  17-94 

148,894 

123,127 

D,  17-30 

Prorlnces— 

Otago- 

273.930 

260.772 

D.    4'80 

148,484, 

131,162 

/).  11*67 

422,414 

391,924 

D.    7-21 

32,486 

25,969 

2>.  19-99 

28,643 

15,836 

D,  44*62 

61,029 

41,824 

D,  31-46 

Chatham       \ 
lalanda    J 

180 

170 

Z>.    5*56 

- 

- 

- 

180 

170 

D.    6-55 

1,026,616 

960,368 

X>.    6-36 

382,070 

327,689 

D.  14-25 

M07,686 

1,287,967 

D,    8-49 

The  territorial  revenue,  stated  above,  includes  the  duty  on  gold 
exported,  and  the  sums  received  for  miners'  lights  and  gold-fields 
fees.  The  component  parts  of  the  total  given  as  "  territorial 
revenue "  in  each  of  the  gold-producing  provinces  for  1870  are  as 
follow :  —  Bevenue  collected  by  receivers  of  land  revenue,  — 
Auckland,  575i  10a.;  Nelson,  5,759/.  15a.  Id.;  Marlborough, 
4,751Z.  15a.  dd. ;  Westland,  3,298Z.  9a.  8d. ;  Otago,  88,905?.  8a.  62. ; 

II  2 
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ZlALAHD. 


and  Southland,  15,138Z.  4$,  5d Duty  on  gold  enorted, 

and  miners'  rights  and  gold-fields  fees, — Auckland,  19,482Z.  las.  4d. ; 
Nelson,  28,5462.  lis.  2d. ;  Bfarlborough,  5842.  8s.  lOd.;  Westland, 
88,3191. 19s.  4d. ;  Otago,  42^2462.  lis. ;  and  Southland,  6962. 19s.  2d. 
Also  duty  and  fees  natiTe  lands  courts, — Auckland,  3,3952.  5i.  8<i ; 
Wellington,  1,0252.  6s.  7d. ;  and  Hawke's  Bay,  3,3042. 14s.  3d. 

The  amount  shown  for  Southland  b  only  to  t^e  5th  of  October, 
1870.    After  that  Southland  was  re-incorporated  with  Otago. 


received  and 
dispatched. 


Newspapers 
received  and 
dispatched. 


Debt  of  (he  Chneral  and  Provincial  Chvemmenis. 

The  total  amount  of  debentures  in  circulation  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1870,  was  7,841,8912.,  against  7,360,6162.  on  the  31st  December, 
1869;  and  the^total  annual  charge  for  interest  and  sinking  fund 
on  the  31st  December,  1870,  was  479,7612.  7s.  5d.,  against 
459,5352.  9s.  9d.  on  the  31st  December,  1869. 

The  proportions  of  the  debt  of  the  Colony,  owing  by  the  general 
and  provincial  Governments  respectively,  toother  witn  the  annual 
charge  for  mterest  and  sinking  nmd  to  which  each  Government  was 
liable  on  the  31st  December,  1870,  were  as  follows,  vix. : — 

The  general  Government  —  debt,  4,543,3162. ;  annual  charge, 
268,9022. :  Province  of  Auckland,  debt,  632,1502. ;  annual  diaige, 
38,5612.:  Province  of  Taranaki,  debt,  25,0002.;  annual  charge, 
1,5002. :  Province  of  Wellington,  debt,  259,9562. 10s. ;  annual  charge, 
17,9702.  9s.  10d.i  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay,  debt  1133432.  lOs.; 
annual  charge,  6,9272.  10s.  2d.:  Province  of  Nelson,  debt, 
83,5432.  7s.  Id.;  annual  charge,  5,5802.  12s.  Id.:  Province  of 
Marlborough,  debt,  11,4062.  12s.  5d. ;  annual  charge,  6842. 7s.  Ud.; 
Province  of  Canterbury,  debt,  683,3192.  4s.  8d. ;  annual  diarge, 
42,2822.  16s.  3d. ;  County  of  Westland,  debt,  207,4302.  15s.  4l ; 
annual  char^,  13,016/.  6s.  2d.:  Province  of  Otago  (including 
former  Province  of  Southland),  debt,  1,282,4252.;  annual  charge, 
84,3362.  5s. 

Po$t  Office. 

The  total  numbers  of  letters  received  in  New  Zealand  during  the 
year  1870  were — from  places  without  the  Colony,  483,994,  against 
482,629  in  1869;  and  from  places  within  the  Colony,  2,534,938, 
iigainst  2,159,906  in  1869 ;   making  a  general  total  of  3,018,932, 

gainst  2,642,535  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  876,397 

The  total  numbera  of  letters  dispatched  were, — to  places  without 
the  Colony,  466,235,  against  477,375  in  1869 ;  and  to  places  within 
the  Colony,  2,160,712,  against  1,896,685  in  1869  making  a  general 
total  of  2,626,947,  against  2,374,060  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of 
252,887. 

The  total  numbers  of  newspapers  received  in  1870  were, — from 
places  without  the  Colony,  1,174,544,  against  1,098,469  in  1869; 
and  from  places  within  the  Colony,  1,092,390,  against  978,423  in 
1869;  making  a  general  total  of  2,266,934,  agamst  2,076,892  in 
1869,  being  an  increase  of  190,0421  ....  The  total  numbers  oi 
newspapers    dispatch^   were,  -r-  to   places  without  the    Colony, 
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against  405,047  in  1869 ;  and  to  places  within  the  Colony,  1,272,991,      ^  New 
against  1,081,208  in  1869;  makinff  a  general  total  of  1,622,728,      2^^^- 
against  1,486,255  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  136,473. 

The  total  amount  of  the  postal  revenue  in  1870  was  55,780Z.  18s.  35.,  Postal 
against  58,007Z.  78.  2d.  in  1869,  being  a  decrease  of  2,226Z.  8s.  lid.,  '^^^"^ 
or  3*83  percent 

The  total  number  of  money  orders  issued  in  New  Zealand  in  1870  Money  orders. 
yvss  31,864,  against  28,427  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  3,437. 
The  total  amount  of  these  orders  in  1870  was  140,454Z.  75.  lld.y 
a^nst  127,2187.  48.  lid.  in  1869,  bein^  an  increase  of  13,236Z.  38. 
Tne  total  number  of  money  orders  paid  in  New  Zealand  in  1870  was 
19,221,  against  16,740  in  1869,  being  an  increase  2,481.  The  total 
amount  of  these  orders  in  1870  was  84,8237.  198.  6(2.,  against 
75,8337. 188.  4d.  in  1869,  being  an  increase  of  8,9907.  Is.  2d. 

Savings  Banks. 

At  the  dose  of  the  year  1870,  the  number  of  Post  Office  savings  Poet  Office 
banks  in  the  CJolony  was  70,  being  an  increase  of  11  as  compared  »^"««*'^^^- 
with  1869.  Of  these,  14  were  in  the  Province  of  Auckland;  2  in 
the  Province  of  Taranaki ;  4  in  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay ;  7  in 
the  Province  of  Wellington ;  4  in  the  Province  of  Marlborough ;  5 
in  the  Province  of  NeL^on ;  3  in  the  County  of  Westland ;  9  m  the 
Province  of  Canterbury ;  18  in  the  Province  of  Otago ;  and  4  in  the 
Province  of  Southland.  Within  the  year  4,304  new  accounts  were 
opened,  and  the  total  deposits  (including  additions  to  open  accounts) 
amounted  to  264,3287.  5$.  Id.  The  total  amount  of  principal  with- 
drawn during  the  year  was  208,5267.  78.  Id.  Taking  into  account 
the  whole  period  from  the  commencement  of  the  system  in  1867  to  the 
31st  December,  1870,  there  remained  on  the  latter  date,  including 
principal  and  interest,  a  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  depositors 
amounting  to  295,3727.  Is.  Id. 

The  number  of  savings  banks  other  than  those  connected  with  the  PreviouBly 
Post  Office  was  10.  The  total  number  of  persons  having  deposits  ^^^ijanjcg 
in  these  banks  on  the  3l8t  December,  1870,  was  3,820  (of  whom  29 
were  Maoris).  The  total  deposits  during  the  year  amounted  to 
63,9437.  2s. ;  and  the  total  of  the  sums  withdrawn  to  52,8187. 16s.  Sd. 
The  total  amount  to  the  credit  of  depositors  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  93,4327. 13s.  6d. 

Taking  both  classes  of  savings  banks  together,  there  was  on  the 
31st  December,  1870,  an  ag^gate  amount  of  388,8047.  ISs.  Id.  to 
the  credit  of  depositors,  bein^  68,4197.  19s.  lOd.  more  than  the 
aggregate  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year  1869. 

TeUffraph. 

The  telegraph  stations  in  the  Colony  in  December,  1870,  numbered  rWegmph 
63,  being  11  more  than  in  December,  1869.  and  15  more  than  in  fj^^?""  ^^ 
1868;  the  number  of  miles  of  lines  was  1,887,  being  276  more  than 
in  1869 ;  416  more  than  in  1868 ;  1,178  more  than  in  1867 ;  1,188 
more  than  in  1866 ;  the  number  of  miles  of  wire  was  3,159,  being 
882  more  than  in  1869 ;  582  more  than  in  1868;  1,712  more  than 
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New        in  18G7  ;  and  1,761  more  than  in  1866  ;   tbc  aggregate  mimber  of 
Zbalajtd.      telegrams  (private  and  Government)  was  238,195,  against  173,746 
and  numbers    in  1859 ;  134,647  in  1868 ;  87,436  in  1867,  and  48,231  in  1866. 

of  telegrams.  I  have,  &C^ 

(Signed)        John  B.  Bennett, 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  Registrar-General. 

&C.  &c  &C. 
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Gi»«ALTAE.  GIBRALTAR 


No.  20.  No.  20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  General  Sir  W.  F.  WiLUAiis, 
Bart,  G.C.B.,  to  The  Eabl  or  Edcbbhlby. 
(No.  48.) 
My  Lord,  Gibraltar,  Arail  8, 1871. 

I  HATB  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  Gibraltar  for  the  year  1871,  the  accuracy  of  which  has  been 
certified  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Bevenue. 

2.  The  revenue  of  1870  from  all  sources  amounted  to  36,3972.  2s. 
10c/.,  showing  a  decrease  of  1,436/.  Is.  Id.  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  principal  decrease  has  been  under  the 
heads  of  duties  on  wines  and  spirits,  wharfage  tolls,  auction  dues, 
and  port  rates  and  duties,  and  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  general  de- 
pression of  trade  during  the  late  war,  and  to  the  long  continuance  of 
quarantine  restrictions  imposed  at  thb  port  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  yellow  fever  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain  and  the 
Balearic  Islands. 

Exj^endUure. 

S.  The  total  expenditiure  of  the  year  amounted  to  41,920/.  15s.  2i., 
showing  an  increase  of  12,196/.  7f.  2d.  over  that  of  1869.  This 
large  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  following  extraordinaiy  pay- 
ments, viz. :  6,625/.  being  the  sum  demanded  by  Spanish  brigiuids, 
and  advanced  from  the  Colonial  chest  for  the  ransom  of  the  Messrs. 
Bonell  on  the  understanding  that  it  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  Spani^ 
Government  5,000/.  paid  into  the  military  chest  as  a  temporary 
loan,  and  since  invested  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colony,  and  705/.  Os.  9d.  expended  in  the  purchase  of  furniture  for 
the  private  apartments  of  we  convent  or  Gtovemment  House,  in 
accordance  with  the  new  arrangement  recently  adopted  in  this  Colony. 

The  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Colony  has  not  increased,  and 
the  satisfactory  state  of  the  revenue,  showing  on  the  31st  December, 
1870,  an  available  surplus  of  22,377/.  lis.  lOd.  will  admit  of  measures 
of  ffeneral  public  utility  and  sanitary  improvements  bemg  carried  out 
in  futuro  with  increasea  facility  and  expedition. 

4.  Four  Ordinances  wero  enacted  during  the  year,  vi2  :— 

No.  1,^^  An  Ordinance  to  put  in  force  m  Gibraltar,  the  Partition 

•'Act,  1868." 

No.  2,  ^*  An  Ordmance  to  authorize  an  inquiry  into  the  seizure, 

*' detention,  and  ransom  of  John  Bonell  and  John  Anthony  Bonell." 
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No.  3.  ^'An  Ordinance  for  the  encouragement  and  protection  of    Gibraltab. 
«  Friendly  Societies  in  Gibraltar."  

No.  4.  ^  An  Ordinance  to  make  better  provision  against  desertion 
•*  from  the  Royal  Navy." 

Ediioation. 

5.  No  chance  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  schools.  The 
education  of  t£e  poorer  classes  is  at  present  conducted  by  various 
schools,  supported  partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  partly  by 
Government  aid,  which  is  given  by  the  addition  of  one-thurd  of  the 
actual  amount  of  boni  fide  local  subscriptions  for  the  current  year ; 
but  the  grants  thus  made  are  given  without  any  condition  of  Govern- 
ment inspection.  Prom  the  returns  of  1870,  it  appears  that  2,068 
children  are  educated  in  schools  receiving  Government  aid.  Of  these 
2,068  children  :— 

1,296  are  in  schools  of  the  Ohurch  of  Bome. 
138  in  schools  of  the  Church  of  England. 
248  in  Wesleyan  schools. 
896  in  secular  schools. 


2,068 


f  It  should  be  observed  that  these  numbers  do  not  ^ve  any  precise 
information  as  to  the  relative  number  of  Roman  Catholic  or  Protest- 
ant children,  as  many  Protestants  send  their  children  to  Roman 
Catholic  schools,  and  vice  versa.  The  total  amount  of  the  Govern- 
ment grant  in  aid  of  education  for  the  year  1870,  was  2522. 17s.  lid. 

Population. 

6.  Tlie  total  population,  civil  and  military,  including  2,281  aliens 
on  temporary  permits  of  reudence,  on  the  31st  December  last,  was 
estimated  at  24,076  souls,  being  199  persons  under  the  number  given 
in  the  returns  for  1869. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  marriages  were  registered  during  the 
year,  bein^  10  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  Tne  births  numbered 
618,  and  the  deaths  503.  In  the  precedmg  year  678  births  and  527 
deaths  were  registered,  showing  a  decrease  in  1870  of  60  births  and 
24  deaths. 

The  rate  of  mortality  last  year  was  as  follows : — 

Civil  population,  numbering  18,063,  21*97  per  thousand. 

Military  population,  numbering  6,043, 17*62  per  thousand. 

BJUpping. 

^  7.  As  a  consequence  of  the  late  war  and  of  the  quarantine  restric* 
tions  imposed  during  the  past  year,  the  shipping  returns  exhibit  a 
considerable  decrease,  both  in  numbers  and  tonnage,  when  compared 
with  the  records  of  the  year  1869. 

I  Three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  vessels  arrived  with 
cargoes,  and  414  in  ballast    Of  the  amvals,  2,308  vessels  were 
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British,  of  the  tneasaremait  of  1,140,742,  wHk  an  t^ggrsgate  erew  of 
60,543  men ;  and  1887  were  foreign  veaseb  of  335,487  tons  measure- 
ment, with  an  aggregate  crew  of  22,685  men. 

The  following  Table  will  giye  a  comparatiTe  statement  of  the 
number,  tonnage,  and  crews  of  vessels  for  the  two  years. — 


Tett. 


1869 
1870 


Deoreaae  ia  1870 


N<».orV««eta. 


4,66^ 
4,19ft 


467 


TMnage, 


1,546,456 
1,485,229 


61,227 


Cnws. 


78,784 
7S,178 


5,606 


Oenerdl  Remarks. 

8.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  fortress  during  the  past  year  has  been 
remarkaU^  good,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  enabled  to  state 
that  this  important  Colony  is  advancing  in  general  prosperity,  and 
that  the  best  order  and  good  feeling  pervades  every  cJass  of  the 
community. 

I  have.  &c 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)         W.F.  WnxuM, 

&c.       &c.       &c.  General. 


Malta 


MALTA. 

No.  21. 
[(No  Report  received.) 
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vjosi^D  FALKLAND  ISLANDS. 

Islands. 


No.  22.  No.  22. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  D*Abot  to  The  Earl  of 

KiMBSBLET. 

(No.  21.) 

Government  House,  Stanley,  Falkland  Islandsi 
My  Lord,  April  21, 1871. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  these 
Islands  for  the  year  1870,  with  the  following  Report,  which  I  trust 
will  be  found  satisfiu^tory. 

LeffidaUotL 

During  the  year  1870  several  Ordinances  of  moment  were 
viz.: — 

1.  Jury  Ordinance. 

2.  Alien  Ordinance. 

3.  Spirit  Duties  Ordinance. 

4.  Rinderpest  Ordinance. 

5.  Naturalization  Ordinance. 

6.  Amalgamation  Ordinance. 

7.  Pilot  Ordinance. 
The  necessity  fur  these  measures  have  been  from  time  to  time 

detailed  to  your  Lordship,  and  they  appear  to  work  satisfactorily. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when,  the  settlement  having  passed  its 
first  youth,  it  becomes  necessary  to  form  a  poor  law,  a  recent  distress- 
ing case  having  forced  itself  on  public  notice  where  private  charity 
was  exhausted.  It  became  at  once  necessary  to  legislate  towards  the 
formation  of  a  municipality  from  amongst  the  householders  of 
Stanley  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  their  own  indigent  sick ;  and 
the  Executive  Council  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  a  fit  and  proper 
measure  to  bring  forward  in  the  Legislative  Council ;  but  on  makmg 
the  usual  notice  on  the  ^Gazette'  board  that  such  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation  by  the  Government,  I  was  suri>rised  to  find  how 
unfavourably  it  was  received,  the  people  imagining  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Gt>verument  to  maintmn  the  poor  oi  the  Colony.  I 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  them,  in  all  friendliness,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  very  much  for  the  settlement  in  its  youth,  but  that  it 
was  now  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  their  own  poor ;  and 
I  trust,  as  the  subject  becomes  more  discussed,  they  will  view  their 
inevitable  responsibilities  more  £EivourabIy. 

Imports  and  Exports* 

3.  The  Tables  below  exhibit  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  for 
the  last  ten  years.  I  am  sanguine,  now  the  West  Falkland  Island  is 
leased  out  in  farms,  they  will  show  next  year  a  great  increase. 
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Yeor. 

Import!. 

Exports.      j 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

18C0 

26,697 

5,910 

1865 

15,040 

17,325 

1861 

27,205 

15,986 

1866 

20,948 

21,780 

1862 

25,532 

15,556 

1867 

22,125 

18,230 

1863 

28,658 

18,415 

1868 

20,710 

12,695 

1864 

19,438 

10,114 

1869 

18,172 

19,184 

Climate. 

4.  It  is  a  perfect  study  in  this  Antarctic  region  to  watch  the  varia- 
tions of  the  climate  ;  my  service  having  been  for  the  last  30  years  in 
the  tropics,  the  variable  climate  of  these  tempestuous  regions  became 
to  me  nraught  with  novel  interest.  During  the  last  12  months  the 
average  range  of  the  thermometer  has  been  47%  and  that  of  the 
barometer  29°  30";  the  days  were  wild,  grey,  and  tempestuous, 
giving,  however,  a  relief  of  32  glorious  fine  days,  at  long  intervals, 
with  a  resplendent  sun  shining  as  bright  as  gold  through  tne  clearest 
of  atmospheres,  and  ending  with  the  most  exquisite  sunsets  the  imagina- 
tion of  a  painter  can  conceive ! 

Governor  Moody,  in  his  Report  of  14th  April,  1842,  modestly 
declines  to  take  credit  for  the  climate  being  suited  to  delicate  people 
suffering  from  pulmonary  affections ;  yet  (and  I  ^ve  Dr.  Mac  Clin- 
ton, B.N.,  as  my  authority),  although  by  general  rule  it  ought  to  be 
unfavourable  for  such  cases,  for  some  unknown  cause  it  is  not  so ;  for 
he  has  known  bad  cases  freauentl v  recover  in  the  Falkland  Islands : 
so  dry  is  the  atmosphere,  half  an  hour  after  a  storm  of  rain,  table  salt, 
for  instance,  which  always  on  the  coast  of  Africa  sympathized  with 
the  damp  atmosphere,  and  unfit  to  appear  unless  previously  placed  in 
the  oven,  here  remains  dry  and  fit  for  use  without  any  drying  process. 

The  winds,  violent  as  is  well  known,  are  seldom  continuous  in  one 
quarter ;  indeed,  if  they  were  so,  all  living  things  would  perish  from 
cold  and  inanition  ;  the  ^und  in  the  winter  months  is  covered  with 
snow ;  when  the  wind  is  from  the  south,  the  drifts  become  alarming, 
but  in  48  hours  the  wind  changes  and  a  rapid  thaw  takes  place.  The 
dimate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stanlev  is  very  damp,  owing  to  the 
peat-bog  which  surrounds  the  town  on  the  south  side ;  this  during  the 
nine  winter  months  of  the  year  is  one  lar^  sponge  enveloping  the 
town  in  its  damp  embrace,  and  the  south  wind  blowing  over  the  ice- 
bergs of  Uie  Antarctic  regions  adds  to  the  bleakness  of  the  weather ; 
moreover,  the  town  of  Stanley  in  the  summer  months  is  by  no  means 
an  enviable  residence ;  for,  owing  to  the  peculiar  formation  of  the 
mountains  to  windward  of  the  town,  the  fierce  westerly  summer  winds 
are  compressed  into  a  funnel,  and  blow  with  a  fierceness  unusual  in 
other  parts  of  the  Island ;  early  settlers,  nevertheless,  showed  a  wise 
discretion  in  selecting  Stanley  as  the  seat  of  Goverament;  the  harbour 
being  unrivalled ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  floating  dock  within  the  harbour  of 
Port  William,  much  resembling  a  narrow  fresh  water  lake  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland. 

In  other  parts  of  the  Islands  the  peat  patches  are  isolated  and  of 
no  extent,  consequently  the  climate  is  by  no  means  so  damp ;  the 
ground,  moreoveri  is  firm,  and  a  pleasure  to  ride  over.    It  must  at 


Falkland 
Islands. 
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Falklaitd  the  same  time  be  remembered  that  the  nights  are  very  cold  all  the 
IflLANDB.  y^j.  pound,  80  cold  as  to  endan^r  life  in  the  event  of  the  sportsman 
or  shepherd  losing  his  way  benighted  on  the  bleak  moor,  as  was  the 
case  only  a  few  years  a^,  when  Lieutenants  Eobertson  and  Jeming- 
ham,  of  the  navy,  were  found  near  Stanley  with  life  extinct,  their  guns 
and  dead  game  by  their  sides.  I  have  placed  crosses  to  their  memory 
on  the  spot  where  they  were  found,  which  may  also  serve  as  a  warning 
to  those  who,  in  the  ardour  of  youth  and  in  the  pursuit  of  a  fascinating 
sport,  may  forget  the  ri^ur  of  the  climate. 

The  lovers  of  natursi  history  can  find  in  these  Islands  much  that 
affords  observation.  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  who  has 
visited  nearly  all  the  colonies,  was  pleased  to  express  the  interest 
he  felt  at  the  sight  of  Uie  Penguin  Rookery  near  Stanley.  It 
is  situated  on  a  smooth,  shelvim?,  rocky  mountain,  which  rises 
from  the  ocean  at  an  angle  of  45^  facing  the  rising  sun ;  precisely 
at  5  o'clock  p,M.  on  the  28th  September  (which  day  answers  to  the 
st^ason  of  28th  of  March  in  England)  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
these  fish-birds  arrive  from  their  happy  hunting  depths  in  the  great 
deep,  and  here  they  locate  during  tne  season  of  incubation,  foiming 
their  nests  in  regular  lines  at  right  angles  with  each  other,  like  the 
streets  of  a  town ;  the  contemplation  of  such  beautiful  order  and 
regularity  forces  itself  irresistibly  on  the  mind.  Meanwhile,  the 
abundance  of  wild  game  ^ives  zest  to  the  sportsman,  and  the  sealing 
trade  gives  lucrative  employment  to  the  population,  who  necessarily 
become  a  hardy  and  adventurous  set  of  mariners,  whilst  the  necessity 
for  the  emnloyment  of  Gauchos  (the  tamers  of  wild  cattle^  gives 
another  outlet  for  the  youth  of  the  settlement  to  become  bold  and 
skilful  horsemen. 

In  consequence  of  the  total  absence  of  trees,  bashes,  and  plants,  the 
botanist  would  find  but  little  to  interest  him,  but  the  florist  would  be 
interested  in  seeing  how  the  spring  and  summer  flowers  take  shelter 
from  the  wind  by  hugging  the  ground  so  fixedly  that  even  to  discover 
them  it  is  necessary  to  go  down  on  your  knees  and  peer  into  the 


The  general  impression  is  that  the  winds  of  the  world  are  concen- 
trated in  and  about  the  Falkland  Islands,  and  indeed  such  may  well 
be  the  opinion;  but  Mr.  Smither,  the  master  of  the  colonial  mail 
schooner  'Foam,*  who  has  made  some  50  voyages  conveying  the 
mails  to  and  from  Monte  Video,  assures  me  that  it  is  not  in  our 
immediate  neighbourhood  that  the  *Foam*  encounters  the  severest 
weather,  but  from  latitude  45°  to  47°  South,  off  St.  George's  Bay, 
about  half  way  between  Stanley  and  Monte  Video;  here  he  describes 
the  winds  and  the  consequent  seas  as  terrific,  veering  all  round  the 
compass  in  24  hours.  At  this  point  he  has,  voyage  after  voyage,  been 
compelled  to  heave  to  his  little  vessel,  on  one  occasion  five  days, 
under  a  close-reefed  boom  foresail,  being  afiraid  to  drive  under  bare 
poles  even  when  the  wind  was  favourable. 

Piypuhtion. 

5.  The  Census  taken  this  year  shows  an  increase  of  upwards  of 
271   over  the  Census  taken  in  1862.    Moreover,  the  crews  finom 
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shipwrecked  vessels,  and  from  those  who  put  in  for  repairs^  form  a     Falkland 
great  addition  to  the  nomade  part  of  the  population,  although  they      Islands. 
cannot  be  considere4  as  colomsts,  and  consequently  have  not  been 
enumeratecl. 

Publie  Works, 

^  6.  Mr.  Bailey,  the  Surveyor-General,  having  the  services  of  a 
handy  body  of  artizans  and  labourers  in  the  Boyal  Marines,  who  form 
the  garrison,  has  been  enabled  during  the  year  to  carry  out  the 
following  improvements  at  a  comparative  small  cost 

(1.)  A  good  macadamized  road  running  at  right  angles  from  the 
main  street  over  the  hill  at  the  back  of  the  town,  up  to  the  signal 
staff  at  the  top. 

(2.)  The  jetty  at  the  dockyard  has  been  extended,  a  work  much 
required  for  ooalmg  and  other  purposes. 

(3.)  The  track  to  Darwin,  the  main  artery  of  the  Island,  has  been 
mach  improved  by  a  road  made  through  a  stream  of  stones,  and 
several  dangerous  water  gullies  have  been  bridged. 

^4.)  The  cemetery  at  Jrort  Louis  has  been  fenced  in  and  repaired, 
ana  a  bridle-road  is  now  in  course  of  construction  to  the  lighthouse 
at  Cape  Pembroke,  which  is  seven  miles  distant  from  Stanley,  and 
which  I  hope  will  form  an  agreeable  ride  in  all  time  to  come  for  the 
community,  free  of  the  danger  of  boggy  ground,  so  trying  to  the 
courage  of  both  horses  and  tneir  riders. 

(5.)  The  new  gaol  cannot  be  completed,  owing  to  the  ^at  difficulty 
of  procuring  lime;  shells  are  not  to  be  found  on  tne  Islands  in 
sumcient  quantities  to  warrant  the  construction  of  a  kiln,  and  the 
freight  is  one  dreaded  by  shipping  masters.  Fortunately,  with  the 
exception  of  an  occatdonal  refractory  seaman  or  so,  tiiere  are  no 
prisoners. 

Shipping. 

7.  The  tannage  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  during  the  year 
amounts  to  20,227,  with  an  establishment  of  1,391  seamen,  ail  of 
whom  by  thehr  requirements  foster  trade  of  the  settlement,  adding 
considerably  to  the  nomade  population.  The  following  vessels  arrived 
in  distress  and  were  repaired  here,  and  proceeded  on  their  destina- 
tion, except  the  *  Jhelum '  and  the  ^  Vicar  of  Bray,'  condemned  as 
unseaworthy : — 

Tods.  Tons. 

<Jhelum'  -  -  428 
^Boeedale'  -  -  *  459 
*  Queen  of  Nations'  -  1 ,449 
^Astraoana'  -  -  1,192 
*Vampyr'  -  -  -  216 
^Hadawaska'  *        -      611 

It  is  a  pleaedng  reflection  to  bear  in  mind  that  at  least  three  of  this 
number  could  not  possibly  have  beat  up  to  Monte  Video,  and  must 
have  foundered  but  for  the  timely  shelter  this  harbour  of  refuge 
afforded ;  it  is  possible  the  others  miffht  have  reached  Monte  Video, 
but  at  a  great  risk  aod  loss  of  valuable  time ;  whilst  the  total  wrecks 


'TioM-ofBiay' 

-      864 

'Calabar'    • 

-   -      496 

<MaUiUde'      - 

-      845 

•Look  Out' 

-   -  1,067 

•Epsilon' 

-      504 

'Eagle' 

-   -      307 
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Falklakd     of  the  '  Balcarry,*  *Maid  of  Athens,'  *  Alto/  'Vampyr/  *  Dlimani,' 

IsL^Ds.      ^  detailed  to  your  Lordship  in  recent  Despatches,  are  instances  where 

but  for  the  shelter  of  the  port  very  many  valuable  lives  must  have 

perished,  who  have  been  all  sent  home  as  distressed  British  seamen, 

except  two  or  three  who  have  elected  to  remain  as  colonists. 

Conveyance  of  Mails. 

'  8.  A  monthly  communication  with  the  home  countnr  instead  of  a 
bi-monthly,  as  at  present,  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
settlement,  and  it  is  quite  possible  now  to  arrange  this  essential  even 
with  our  mail  schooner,  '  Foam.'  Sandy  Point,  on  the  Pata^nian 
side  of  the  Magellan  Straits,  is  but  300  miles  distant,  whereas  Monte 
Video  is  exactly  1,000  miles.  The  wind  to  the  Point  is  unfavourable 
from  Stanley,  but  by  anchoring  in  the  sheltered  bay  in  New  Island, 
one  of  the  Falkland  group,  until  a  favourable  slant  of  wind  could  be 
seized,  the  average  passage  is  but  a  week ;  returning,  the  powerful 
prevailing  west  wind  would  sweep  the  *  Foam '  along  in  three  days 
or  less.  Sandy  Point,  owinff  to  the  discovery  of  gold  and  coal,  has 
become  an  important  depen<fency  of  the  Ghihan  Government,  and  a 
line  of  large  steamers  running  from  Liverpool  to  Valparaiso  coal 
there  monthly.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  soon  to  your  Lordship 
a  Despatch  suggestive  of  this  desirable  undertaking. 

EdueaHon. 

9.  The  Government  school  is  a  very  satisfactory  institution,  nearly 
one  hundred  little  people  are  in  course  of  instruction  ;  they  are  more 
advanced  than  I  could  have  expected,  and  their  attainments  are  of  a 
fair  average  order. 

The  Sunday  school  is  also  well  attended,  several  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  colonial  officers  and  the  leading  merchants  take 
classes  under  the  superintendence  of  the  colonial  chaplain.  I  am 
sorry  to  report  a  ^at  scholastic  want  in  the  camp,  and  I  am  at  a 
loss  how  to  meet  the  difficulty.  About  forty  children,  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  shepherds  and  stock  masters,  for  the  most  part  in  the 
service  of  the  Falkland  Islands  Company,  scattered  in  distant  stations, 
many  miles  sLpaxt  from  each  other,  appropriately  named  Tranquildad 
and  Soledad,  are  Rowing  up  in  i^orance,  their  parents  being  fully 
occupied  with  their  daily  responsible  and  active  duties,  cannot  be 
expected  to  supply  the  deficiency ;  there  is  moreover  amongst  these 
families  a  great  want  of  ecclesiastical  superintendence.  In  Scotiand 
I  am  told  such  requirements  are  met  by  a  mounted  schoolmaster,  who 

foes  from  cottage  to  cottage  regularly,  remaining  at  each  shepherd's 
ut  a  week,  leavinc^  a  task  oehind  him  to  be  learnt  by  his  return ;  the 
expense  of  such  a  functionary  might  reasonably  be  entertained  by  the 
company,  as  the  Government  have  maintained  the  Stanley  school  since 
the  formation  of  the  settiement 

General  Bemarks. 

10.  I  reported  in  my  last  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  that  I  con- 
sidered the  people  showed  a  disposition  of  loyalty  and  a  love  of  order, 
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and  such  is  indeed  the  case,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  accompanied     Falkland 

with  a  strange  insular  dependance  on  the  Government,  difficult  to         ' 

reconcile  with  the  better  parts  of  their  disposition.  They  wholly  rely 
on  the  Government  for  many  private  wants  and  for  all  colonial 
improvements.  They  are  extremely  repugnant  to  taxation,  even  of 
an  indirect  nature,  and  jealous  and  irritable  to  a  degree  at  the 
attempts  the  Government  have  made  lately  to  control  the  wrecking 
trade,  conceiying  that  the  derelict  of  the  ocean  to  be  wholly  the  pro- 
perty of  the  discoverer,  in  fact  displaying  the  greatest  ignorance  of 
the  laws  which  regulate  salvage. 

The  resources  of  the  Islands  being  so  limited,  they  cannot  be 
expected  to  rise  to  any  state  of  prosperity,  yet  they  ofier  a  fair 
opening  for  a  limited  number  of  immigrants.  Labourers  and 
artizans,  especially  ship  carpenters,  find  varied  but  not  continuous 
employment,  the  former  at  5d.  a  day,  and  the  latter,  when  working  on 
board  ship.  Ids.  8d.  a  day.  Meat  and  bread  are  cheap,  but  house  rent 
and  firing  and  European  articles  are  dear.  I  have,  however,  known 
several  carpenters,  married  men  with  famiUes,  take  home  500Z.  in 
savings  after  five  years*  industry.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the 
.  general  prospects  of  the  Islands  are  hopeful,  and  they  fully  answer 
the  benevolent  object  the  British  Govemment  had  in  view  when  they 
were  entertained  as  a  dependency  of  the  Crown,  that  of  afibrding  a 
refuge  for  the  storm-tossed  shipping  who  are  compelled  on  their 
lawfol  occasions  to  round  Cape  Horn. 

I  have  &c 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley,  (Signed)      '  G.'d'Aroy, 

&C.       &C.       &c.  Governor. 


LONDON: 
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